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Despite ICE terror
Youth refuse to be intimidated

W EDITORIAL

From Jersey City, New Jersey,
to Chicago to Los Angeles, from big
urban cities to small rural towns,
young people are taking to the streets
to voice their opposition to the inva-
sion of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) thugs. And there
are good reasons for the walkouts,
marches and rallies carried out espe-
cially by high school students.

The first reason is that the parents or
other relatives of many of the students
migrated from countries in the Global
South. Their parents are the main tar-
gets of ICE whether at home, on the job,
shopping, etc. The young people have
become traumatized with fright and
worry about whether their parents will
be coming home after school or if they
have been kidnapped by ICE.

Many of these high schools have
majority populations of youth of color,
many of whom are students from
migrant communities.

Another reason is that ICE has ille-
gally stormed into high schools to
attack and detain students they sus-
pect as being “illegal.” These attacks

o

hospitals in California and Hawai'i.

31,000 health care workers are striking Kaiser Permanente

have angered other students who see
ICE goons target their classmates and
friends. Some students have been
beaten and tear gassed. Since the start
of Trump’s second administration, ICE
has kidnapped over 3,800 children.

But none of these ICE threats and
assaults have deterred students from
exercising their right to protest. The
sight of students carrying signs saying
“F —k ICE!” and “ICE out of our com-
munities!” has ignited broader com-
munity support and activism among
people of all ages and nationalities.

As long as ICE forces their pres-
ence into schools and communities,
young people have shown that they will
respond with resistance and fight back
on behalf of their targeted classmates
despite any fear and trepidation they
may have for themselves. While this is
the last thing that President Trump and
the Department of Homeland Security
want to see, it is a phenomenon they
cannot control.

Workers World salutes the heroism
and bravery of these young people, who
are setting an extraordinary example to
millions of people with their message of
unity and solidarity in the face of naked
terrorism. OJ
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High school walkout, Jersey City, N.J., Feb. 13, 2026.
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Join us in the fight for socialism!

Workers World Party is a revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist party inside the belly of
the imperialist beast. We are a multina-
tional, multigenerational and multigen-
dered organization that not only aims to
abolish capitalism, but to build a socialist
society because it’s the only way forward!

Capitalism and imperialism threaten
the peoples of the world and the planet
itself in the neverending quest for ever-
greater profits.

Capitalism means war and auster-
ity, racism and repression, attacks on
im/migrants, misogyny, LGBTQIA2S+
oppression and mistreatment of people
with disabilities. It means joblessness,
increasing homelessness and impover-
ishment and lack of hope for the future.
No social problems can be solved under
capitalism.

The U.S. is the richest country in the
world, yet no one has a guaranteed right
to shelter, food, water, health care, edu-
cation or anything else — unless they can
pay for it. Wages are lower than ever, and
youth are saddled with seemingly insur-
mountable student debt, if they even make
it to college. Black, Brown and Indigenous

youth and trans people are gunned down
by cops and bigots on a regular basis.

The ruthless ruling class today seeks
to wipe out decades of gains and benefits
won by hard-fought struggles by people’s
movements. The super-rich and their
political representatives have intensified
their attacks on the multinational, mul-
tigender and multigenerational working
class. It is time to point the blame at —
and challenge — the capitalist system.

WWP fights for socialism because the
working class produces all wealth in soci-
ety, and this wealth should remain in their
hands, not be stolen in the form of capi-
talist profits. The wealth workers create
should be socially owned and its distri-
bution planned to satisfy and guarantee
basic human needs.

Since 1959, Workers World Party has
been out in the streets defending the
workers and oppressed here and world-
wide. If you're interested in Marxism,
class solidarity, and joining us in the fight
for a socialist future, please sign up at
www.workers.org/join-form and an
organizer will get back to you. Or contact
a WWP branch near you. O

If you are interested in joining
Workers World Party contact:

National Office
121 W. 27th St., Suite 404

Buffalo, N.Y.
335 Richmond Ave.

Minnesota
minnesota@workers.org

New York, NY 10001
212.627.2994
wwp@workers.org

Atlanta

PO Box 18123
Atlanta, GA 30316
404.627.0185
atlanta@workers.org

Boston

284 Amory St.

Boston, MA 02130
boston@workers.org
instagram: @wwpboston

Buffalo, NY 14222
716.883.2534
buffalo@workers.org

Cleveland
cleveland@workers.org

Durham, N.C.
919.322.9970
durham@workers.org

Houston

P.O. Box 3454

Houston, TX 77253-3454
713.503.2633
houston@workers.org

Philadelphia

P.O. Box 5634
Philadelphia, PA 19129
610.931.2615
phila@workers.org

Portland, Ore.
portland@workers.org

San Antonio
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Gov’t removes Pride flag at
Stonewall, mass struggle raises it up

By Renée Andrea Imperato
New York City

In the wee hours of the morning on
Feb. 10, hidden by the dark of night,
National Park Service personnel outra-
geously removed the Stonewall Park’s his-
toric pride flag, designed by artist Gilbert
Baker. They replaced the Progress Pride
flag with the U.S. flag, using it as a prop
in the effort to erase LGBTQIA2S+ history
and the Stonewall Rebellion of 1969.

Within hours, Jay Walker and
LGBTQIA2S+ activists of Action Network
called an emergency rally to gather in
Stonewall Park later that day to protest the
Trump administration’s bigoted, fascistic
erasure campaign, carried out with out-
right arrogance at the site of the Stonewall
Rebellion. It was an outrage against the
queer community. That this outrage would
never be tolerated by LGBTQIA2S+ peo-
ple was shown when on merely two hours
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LGBTQIA2S+ community and supporters protest at
Stonewall Park to re-raise the Progress Pride flag, New

York City, Feb. 12, 2026.

notice, hundreds of activists and
supporters filled Sheridan Square.

On that afternoon of Feb. 10, peo-
ple in the crowd started chanting
and demanding that participants
scale the flagpole right then and
there and raise the pride flag. It was
decided to call for the raising of the
flag for Thursday, Feb. 12, at 4 p.m.

The bourgeois corporate media
reported that Democratic Party pol-
iticians suggested raising the pride
flag. This is far from the truth. All
the masses of queer people at the
rally made the demand and only
afterwards did some politicians
jump in and support it, which was
the right thing to do.

At Stonewall

As T approached Stonewall Park and
Stonewall Inn, which directly face each
other, I noticed the big U.S. flag flying in
the park. I had never seen that
flag over the years and thou-
sands of times I have walked
by and used the park.

Symbolically, the U.S. flag
was used as a prop to erase our
history and decades of struggle
that cannot be counted.

In February 2025, the
National Park service removed
all mentions of transgender
people from this site and its
website — and Stonewall is
the center of the rebellion
led by transgender people of
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Protest at Stonewall Park to restore the pride flag,
New York City, Feb. 12, 2026.

color — Marsha P. Johnson, who threw
the first brick at the cops, Sylvia Rivera,
Miss Major and others. Then last June
they banned the trans and the Progress
Pride flag from being displayed at the
monument itself.

On Friday, Feb. 13, the pride flag was
flying in its rightful place. When I passed
by Feb. 14, however, I noticed that the
pride flag was still on the flagpole but
underneath the U.S. flag. The U.S. flag
had never been there before this Feb. 10.

This is a sign that all of us must stay alert
and on guard to defend our pride flag from
being replaced again. Let the National Park
Service take notice that we will be watching.
If they take our pride flag down again, we
will be back to raise it again!

Stonewall means fight back!
Stonewall was a rebellion! O

LESLIE FEINBERG
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Rainbow Solidarity in
DEFENSE of CUBA

By Leslie Feinberg,
author of Stone Butch Blues

lavender
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This book is an edited compilation of chapters 86 to 110 from
the Lavender & Red series in Workers World newspaper that
began June 3, 2004. The series documents how the left wing
of the revolutionary movement, including leaders of workers
states, has supported the demand to end state repression
against same-sex love for more than a century.
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Free downloads are available at workers.org/books
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Lo que revela el video
racista de Trump

Por Monica Moorehead

No se puede negar en absoluto que
Donald Trump es un auténtico suprem-
acista blanco cuya mision es retroceder
el reloj a los dias de la esclavitud y la
Confederacion. Lo ha demostrado tanto
con palabras como con hechos, con la
eliminacién de monumentos federales
y artefactos pablicos que reconocen que
la esclavitud existi6, junto con la resis-
tencia a ella.

El dltimo ejemplo de esta mision es el
video de cinco minutos publicado reci-
entemente en sus redes sociales en el
que se muestra al expresidente Barack
Obama y a Michelle Obama de la forma
maés vil y despreciable, racista, demasi-
ado perturbadora como para repetirla
en este comentario. Es comprensible
que todas las personas negras, incluida
esta escritora, se sientan personalmente
insultadas y asqueadas.

Sin embargo, el ataque de Trump a
Barack Obama no se basa en ninguna
diferencia de orientaci6on de clase.
Como presidente, Obama fue el princi-
pal rostro del imperialismo, al igual que
Trump lo es hoy, a pesar de las diferen-
cias politicas. El verdadero objetivo de
la vil descripciéon de Trump eran todas
las personas negras en particular y las
personas de color en general.

Trump ha declarado que Estados
Unidos se estd volviendo demasiado
negro y demasiado marrén, lo que en
su opinién supone una amenaza para la
poblacién, que sigue siendo mayoritar-
iamente blanca. Esta es una gran moti-
vacion para que despliegue a matones
fascistas de Inmigracién y Aduanas
por todo Estados Unidos para infundir
miedo a los migrantes —cuyos ori-
genes se encuentran principalmente
en el Sur Global — con detenciones y
deportaciones.

El video de Trump también refleja las
opiniones racistas de la clase capital-
ista multimillonaria, mayoritariamente

blanca. Por eso, miembros de su propio
partido le obligaron a retirar el video
pocas horas después de su publicacion,
por temor a que pusiera en una situ-
acion incomoda al Partido Republicano,
dominado por la derecha y con décadas
de racismo a sus espaldas.

Incluso los demoécratas de derecha
comparten las mismas opiniones racis-

COMENTARIO M.O.

de supremacia blanca, uno de los prin-
cipales pilares de la sociedad de clases
que mantiene a los multimillonarios en
el podery ala clase trabajadora dividida.

Pero, como vemos en las calles de
Minneapolis y en otros lugares, la
supremacia blanca se desmorona cada
dia bajo el peso de la creciente unidad
de la clase trabajadora. O
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Charlottesville, Virginia, agosto de 2017. jHacer que los racistas
jAcabar con la supremacia blanca!

vuelvan a tener miedo! —

tas, pero hacen todo lo posible por man-
tener la fachada del Partido Democrata
como representante de los trabajadores
y los oprimidos. La conclusién es que
ambos partidos capitalistas estan ori-
entados hacia las grandes empresas y la
guerra.

Hay una famosa expresion marxista:
«Las ideas de la clase dominante son
las ideas dominantes en cada época».
La enorme riqueza de la clase domi-
nante estadounidense se acumul6 ini-
cialmente a partir de las tierras robadas
a los pueblos indigenas y de los super
beneficios obtenidos del trabajo esclavo
de los africanos. Las ideas de la clase
dominante sobre estos crimenes siguen
siendo defendidas por todas las formas
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