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NO to Trump’s ‘no-fly zone’
over Venezuela!

Workers World condemns Trump’s
latest war moves against Venezuela.
His declaration on “Truth Social” of
a “no-fly zone” in all of Venezuela’s
skies and the surrounding area is bla-
tantly illegal and a brazen violation of
Venezuela’s sovereignty.

Venezuela’s government has rightly
called this latest act of aggression a
“colonialist threat” that “represents a
hostile, unilateral and arbitrary act,
incompatible with the principles of
international law.” (Reuters, Nov. 29)

Only Venezuela can legally declare a
no-fly zone in its territory. Any attempt

to forcibly impose this illegal air block-
ade will be met with resistance, in
Venezuela and around the world.

Millions of Venezuelans have been
mobilized to defend their country
from U.S. imperialism. Workers
World Party is in full solidarity with
them and with the Bolivarian govern-
ment in Caracas.

Polls show 70% of people in the
U.S. oppose Trump’s war against
Venezuela. We demand money for
food, housing, education, health care
and jobs, not war!

U.S. hands off Venezuela! O

_' In i'hp Spirit of Tnefarnm —_—

DAY OF NOURN\NG

4 INDIANS OF
e

United American Indians of New England s Iead

WW PHOTO: RACHEL DUELL

banner on Main Street, Plymouth, Massachusetts,

Nov. 27, 2025. Read online.

Ant Smlth addresses March for Mumla opening rally,

Philadelphia, Nov. 28, 2025. Read online.

WW PHOTO: JOE PIETTE

Venezuela’s Bolivarian militia

In this issue
+ Editorial

Solidarity and resistance against ICE .................

+ Inthe U.S.

Forces behind the National Guard shootings .........

+ Mundo Obrero

Fuerzas detras de los tiroteos contra la Guardia Nacional. .5

Articles at workers.org
+ Inthe U.S.

Fred Hampton'’s legacy:‘You can't kill revolution'.......
On the picket line: Pittsburgh, San Diego, Brooklyn. ...
The 56th National Day of Mourning ..................
Disability rights —and justice................coooeunt
Oldest survivor of Tulsa massacre dies................
Starbucks strike grows ..o
Boston rally hits U.S. aggression in Caribbean..........
Veterans For Peace support‘Don’t Give Up the Ship!....

+ Around the World

Niger: President completes historic nationwide tour. ..

U.S. & Venezuela: deaths at sea, deaths by sanctions...
For the baby ancestors in Gaza: Julia Wright's poems ..



https://www.workers.org/2025/12/89359/
https://www.workers.org/2025/12/89347/
https://www.workers.org/2025/12/89326/
https://www.workers.org/2025/12/89322/
http://Oldest survivor of Tulsa massacre dies still demanding reparations 
https://www.workers.org/2025/12/89290/
https://www.workers.org/2025/11/89258/
https://www.workers.org/2025/11/89244/
https://www.workers.org/2025/12/89351/
https://www.workers.org/2025/12/89344/
https://www.workers.org/2025/12/89297/
https://www.workers.org/2025/11/89277/
https://www.workers.org/2025/11/89265/
https://www.workers.org/2025/11/89262/
https://www.workers.org/2025/11/89239/

WORKERS WORLD *>>

Join us in the fight for socialism!

Workers World

121 W. 27th St., Suite 404
New York, NY 10001
Phone: 212.627.2994
E-mail: wwp@workers.org
Web: www.workers.org

Vol. 67, No. 49 « December 4, 2025
Closing date: December 3, 2025

Editors: John Catalinotto, Martha Grevatt,
Deirdre Griswold, Monica Moorehead,
Betsey Piette

Web Editors: ABear, Harvey Markowitz,
Janet Mayes

Tear Down the Walls! Editor: Teddie Kelly

Production & Design Editors: Gery
Armsby, Sasha Mazumder

Copyediting and Proofreading: Paddy
Colligan, Steve Gillis

Contributing Editors: G. Dunkel,
K. Durkin, Sara Flounders, Otis
Grotewohl, Gloria Rubac

Mundo Obrero: Deborah Rodriguez,
Carlos Vargas

Copyright © 2025 Workers World.
Verbatim copying and distribution of
articles is permitted in any medium
without royalty provided this notice is
preserved.

Workers World (ISSN-1070-4205) is pub-
lished monthly by WW Publishers, 121 W.
27th St., Suite 404, New York, NY 10001.
Phone: 212.627.2994.

Subscriptions: One year: $36; institutions:
$50. Letters to the editor may be con-
densed and edited. Articles can be freely
reprinted, with credit to Workers World,
121 W. 27th St., Suite 404, New York, NY
10001. Back issues and individual articles
are available on microfilm and/or photo-
copy from NA Publishing, Inc, P.O. Box
998, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-0998.

A searchable archive is available on the
Web at www.workers.org.

A headline digest is available via e-mail
subscription. Subscription information is
at workers.org.

Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Workers World, 121 W. 27th St., Suite 404,
New York, NY 10001.

Workers World Party is a revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist party inside the belly of
the imperialist beast. We are a multina-
tional, multigenerational and multigen-
dered organization that not only aims to
abolish capitalism, but to build a socialist
society because it’s the only way forward!

Capitalism and imperialism threaten
the peoples of the world and the planet
itself in the neverending quest for ever-
greater profits.

Capitalism means war and auster-
ity, racism and repression, attacks on
im/migrants, misogyny, LGBTQIA2S+
oppression and mistreatment of people
with disabilities. It means joblessness,
increasing homelessness and impover-
ishment and lack of hope for the future.
No social problems can be solved under
capitalism.

The U.S. is the richest country in the
world, yet no one has a guaranteed right
to shelter, food, water, health care, edu-
cation or anything else — unless they can
pay for it. Wages are lower than ever,
and youth are saddled with seemingly
insurmountable student debt, if they
even make it to college. Black, Brown
and Indigenous youth and trans people
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are gunned down by cops and bigots on
a regular basis.

The ruthless ruling class today seeks
to wipe out decades of gains and benefits
won by hard-fought struggles by people’s
movements. The super-rich and their
political representatives have intensified
their attacks on the multinational, mul-
tigender and multigenerational working
class. It is time to point the blame at —
and challenge — the capitalist system.

WWP fights for socialism because
the working class produces all wealth in
society, and this wealth should remain
in their hands, not be stolen in the form
of capitalist profits. The wealth workers
create should be socially owned and its
distribution planned to satisfy and guar-
antee basic human needs.

Since 1959, Workers World Party has
been out in the streets defending the
workers and oppressed here and world-
wide. If you're interested in Marxism,
class solidarity, and joining us in the fight
for a socialist future, please sign up at
www.workers.org/join-form and an
organizer will get back to you. Or contact
a WWP branch near you. O
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Solidarity and resistance against ICE

After the National Guard
shootings last week, President
Donald Trump stopped all ben-
efits for immigrants and, prior
to that, had ordered an end to
temporary protected status for
Haitians, Somalis, Afghans,
Venezuelans and others. At the
same time, Trump has encour-
aged the emigration of 7,500
white South Africans with privi-
leges to the U.S., a racist slap in
the face to the African National
Congress coalition-led govern-
ment of South Africa.

On a grassroots level, the resis-
tance against masked Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) thugs tar-
geting migrants — with or without papers
— continues to grow and intensify through-
out the United States. There are too many
instances to mention here, but two cities in
particular deserve a special shout-out.

In New York City’s Lower Manhattan
on Nov. 29, some 200 protesters blocked a
garage near Chinatown where ICE agents
had gathered for a surprise illegal raid.
The protesters found out about the raid
ahead of time reportedly from their on-the-
ground surveillance team and networking.

Not only did the protesters use their bod-
ies to block the garage entrance, but they
also stacked up piles of garbage behind
them to fortify the standoff which lasted
for an hour. Despite the arrest of several
protesters by the New York police, ICE was
forced to back down and call off the raid.

The resistance did not stop after this
victory. Once the ICE agents fled from
the garage, protesters chased them down
Canal Street, hurling garbage cans and
planters at their vehicles. The protesters
were equally angered by the presence of
the police, who physically assaulted them,
including spraying the crowd with chem-
ical weapons.

In October ICE agents carried out a
similar raid in New York City on Canal
Street, arresting West African vendors
with the false pretext that their mer-
chandise was counterfeit. Following the
raid, a spontaneous crowd of protesters
chased agents down Lafayette Street as
the agents were returning to ICE offices

Durham, N.C. protest, Nov. 19, 2025

at 26 Federal Plaza.

With each new ICE raid, community net-
working is becoming more and more effec-
tive throughout the New York boroughs in
terms of anticipating planned raids before
they happen. One protester stated: “We're
going to have to keep improving tactics,
and we’re going to have to do what commu-
nities all over the country have done, which
is to stand up. This did not end up being a
great photo op for ICE. If they were plan-
ning on doing something on Canal Street,
they did not get that opportunity.” (New
York Times, Nov. 29)

North Carolina shows the way

Various sectors of Charlotte, North
Carolina, with a population of over
960,000, have been organizing resistance
to ICE’s operation, “Charlotte’s Web,” in
the most populous city in the state. The
racial makeup of Charlotte is 39% white,
34% African American, 17% Latine and
6% Asian.

According to reports from Alt National
Park Service, a coalition of progressive
activists created during Donald Trump’s
first presidency in 2017, students have been
the heart and soul of the resistance to ICE.

On Nov. 20, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
School district reported over 30,000
absences across the district as ICE activity
intensified. Entire schools experienced
dramatic drops in attendance, with
walkouts, absences, rallies and other
coordinated actions happening at
multiple high school campuses.
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Teenagers organized citywide
through group chats, campus
clubs and social media, linking
up with parents and local advo-
cacy groups. Students marched
to district buildings, rallied out-
side their schools and filled ath-
letic fields carrying handmade
signs to defend their immigrant
classmates and their families.

Some schools formed “sup-
port circles” to check in on fami-
lies who felt unsafe leaving their
homes.

The Charlotte student walk-
outs have inspired other similar
student-led walkouts throughout
the state in Durham, Greensboro, Oxford,
Raleigh, and elsewhere.

Countrywide campaigns have been orga-
nized to disrupt customer service in big-
box stores like Home Depot for allowing
ICE agents to conduct raids against unsus-
pecting migrant workers and shoppers.

Despite Trump’s ongoing war on
migrants, Workers World applauds the
examples of New York City and Charlotte
to reflect that political solidarity is grow-
ing by leaps and bounds for migrant com-
munities — not only in cities, large and
small. Activists are showing heroic mil-
itancy and determination as tactics and
strategies are being developed, with the
use of social media and networking, to
resist ICE terrorism. O
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Forces behind the
National Guard shootings

An apparent targeted shooting of two
West Virginia National Guard members on
Nov. 26 in Washington, D.C., has unloosed
Trump’s political vomit and raised ques-
tions regarding decades of U.S. interven-
tion in Afghanistan and the authoritarian
ambitions of the MAGA regime.

Army Specialist Sarah Beckstrom, 20,
and Air Force Staff Sgt. Andrew Wolfe, 24,
were shot during the day of Nov. 26 within
two blocks of the White House. Beckstrom
died Nov. 27, and, as of Nov. 28 Wolfe
remained hospitalized in critical condition.

Rahmanullah Lakanwal, an Afghan ref-
ugee who had been living in Bellingham
in Washington State, who was arrested
for the shootings, was wounded in a fire-
fight and remains hospitalized while in
custody.

Angeles last May. Their task, to defend the hated ICE
bounty hunters.

Trump, as is usual for him, used the
shooting as a pretext to justify his polit-
ical program. He immediately suspended
immigration and asylum for people from
Afghanistan and other countries consid-
ered hostile to the U.S., while slandering
all migrants.

The events expose not only the indefen-
sible position of the MAGA regime but the
crimes of U.S. imperialist intervention in
Central Asia starting from the 1978 Saur
Revolution in Afghanistan.

According to government and media
reports, Lakanwal had enlisted in a para-
military unit of Afghans called a “zero unit.”

Human Rights Watch described the
“zero units” as mostly “recruited, trained,
equipped and overseen by the CIA.” (New
York Times, Nov. 28) These units spe-
cialized in night raids and clandestine
missions.

Lakanwal will be charged with first-de-
gree murder for the shooting, say the
authorities. No one is charging him or
any other “zero unit” members or any CIA
officials for crimes carried out against the
Afghan civilian population during the U.S.
occupation.

Decades of U.S. intervention

The real root of this shooting, however,
is U.S. imperialist (and bipartisan) inter-
vention in Afghanistan at least since 1978.
In April of that year, progressive forces in
Afghanistan overthrew the
king and set up a pro-social-
ist government in Kabul, the
capital, in what was known
as the Saur Revolution.

The U.S. immediately
financed and trained reac-
tionary “warlords” through-
out Afghanistan. Later,
imperialism doubled down
by supplying arms and
funds, supplemented by
funds from Saudi Arabia, in
order to attack Soviet forces
that were invited to aid the
central Afghan government.

A long, bloody civil war
followed, and finally the reac-
tionaries — which included “warlords” and
groups that developed into al-Qaida as well
as the Taliban — defeated the pro-socialist
side. In the end, the Taliban seized power.
But the U.S., which had first accepted
Taliban rule, used the Sept. 11, 2001, attack
on the World Trade Center as an excuse to
invade Afghanistan two months later.

The influx of refugees from Afghanistan
arrived as the U.S. retreated from
Afghanistan after 20 years in August 2021.
The U.S. government was obliged to offer
asylum, because it had recruited Afghans
to work with the occupation forces, turn-
ing them into collaborators. Since the

December 4, 2025

Taliban won the central government, the
Afghan people who collaborated would be
at risk if they remained.

Both Democratic and Republican
administrations supported the interven-
tion in Afghanistan, yet Trump is now
pushing for a complete double cross. Not
that this would be the first time U.S. impe-
rialism double-crossed its collaborators.

Trump put Guard members at risk

By ordering the National Guard into
Washington, D.C., Trump chose to put
Guard members at risk. From the point
of view of the safety of the population, his
pretext for the order, there was no reason
to send troops to D.C.

He ordered them into the capital to
press Trump’s seizure of the armed state
apparatus — army, police, National Guard
and armed and masked Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) mercenary
thugs for use against the working class.

And the West Virginia governor, who
was all too quick to accept use of his
National Guard, is also complicit. The
state resources he used to aid Trump
were desperately needed in West Virginia
during recovery from disastrous floods.

Trump will likely continue his slander-
ous rant against migrants. But the real
criminals responsible for the death of
the Guard member are the White House
MAGA crowd and the U.S. political and
military leaders who committed 50 years
of U.S. imperialist aggression against
Afghanistan. O

WORKERS WORLD >




4 de diciembre de 2025

Las fuerzas detras de los tiroteos
contra la Guardia Nacional

Trump envid tropas de la Guardia Nacional a
Los Angeles el pasado mes de mayo en contra

de sus deseos. Su tarea: defender a los odiados

cazadores de recompensas del ICE.

Un aparente tiroteo selectivo contra
dos miembros de la Guardia Nacional de
Virginia Occidental el 26 de noviembre en
Washington D. C. ha desatado la vomitona
politica de Trump y ha planteado preguntas
sobre las décadas de intervencion estadouni-
dense en Afganistan y las ambiciones autori-
tarias del régimen MAGA.

La especialista del Ejército Sarah
Beckstrom, de 20 afios, y el sargento de la
Fuerza Aérea Andrew Wolfe, de 24, recibie-
ron disparos durante el dia 26 de noviem-
bre a dos manzanas de la Casa Blanca.
Beckstrom muri6 el 27 de noviembre y, a
fecha de 28 de noviembre, Wolfe seguia hos-
pitalizado en estado critico.

Rahmanullah Lakanwal, un refugiado
afgano que vivia en Bellingham, en el estado
de Washington, fue arrestado por los dispa-
ros, result6 herido en un tiroteo y permanece
hospitalizado bajo custodia.

Trump, como es habitual en él, utilizd
el tiroteo como pretexto para justificar su
programa politico. Inmediatamente sus-
pendi6 la inmigracién y el asilo para las
personas procedentes de Afganistan y otros
paises considerados hostiles a los Estados
Unidos, al tiempo que difamaba a todos los
migrantes.

Los acontecimientos ponen de manifiesto
no solo la posicién indefendible del régi-
men MAGA, sino también los crimenes de
la intervencion imperialista estadounidense
en Asia Central desde la Revolucién Saur de
1978 en Afganistan.

Segtn informes del Gobierno y los medios
de comunicacion, Lakanwal se habia alis-
tado en una unidad paramilitar afgana lla-
mada «unidad cero».

b ”- Y.

Human Rights Watch describio6 a las
«unidades cero» como «reclutadas,
entrenadas, equipadas y supervisadas
en su mayoria por la CIA» (New York
Times, 28 de noviembre). Estas unida-
des se especializaban en redadas noc-
turnas y misiones clandestinas.

Lakanwal serd acusado de asesinato
en primer grado por el tiroteo, segin
las autoridades. Nadie le acusa a él ni
a ningan otro miembro de la «unidad
cero» ni a ningdn funcionario de la CIA
por los crimenes cometidos contra la
poblacion civil afgana durante la ocu-
pacion estadounidense.

Décadas de intervencion
estadounidense

Sin embargo, la verdadera raiz de este tiro-
teo es la intervencién imperialista (y bipar-
tidista) de Estados Unidos en Afganistan al
menos desde 1978. En abril de ese ano, las
fuerzas progresistas de Afganistan derroca-
ron al rey y establecieron un gobierno pro
socialista en Kabul, la capital, en lo que se
conoci6 como la Revolucion de Saur.

Estados Unidos financi6 y entren6 inme-
diatamente a «sefores de la guerra» reac-
cionarios en todo Afganistan. Mas tarde, el
imperialismo redobl6 sus esfuerzos sumi-
nistrando armas y fondos, complementados
con fondos de Arabia Saudita, para atacar a
las fuerzas soviéticas que habian sido invi-
tadas a ayudar al gobierno central afgano.

Se produjo una larga y sangrienta gue-
rra civil, y finalmente los reaccionarios —
entre los que se encontraban «sefiores de la
guerra» y grupos que se convirtieron en Al
Qaeda y los talibanes — derrotaron al bando
pro socialista. Al final, los talibanes toma-
ron el poder. Pero Estados Unidos, que en
un principio habia aceptado el régimen tali-
ban, utiliz6 el ataque del 11 de septiembre
de 2001 contra el World Trade Center como
excusa para invadir Afganistdn dos meses
después.

La afluencia de refugiados de Afganistan
se produjo cuando Estados Unidos se retird
de Afganistan en agosto de 2021, tras 20
afos de presencia. El gobierno estadouni-
dense se vio obligado a ofrecer asilo, ya que
habia reclutado a afganos para que traba-
jaran con las fuerzas de ocupacién, convir-
tiéndolos en colaboradores. Dado que los
talibanes ganaron el gobierno central, los
afganos que colaboraron correrian peligro

si se quedaran.

Tanto los gobiernos demécratas como los
republicanos apoyaron la intervencién en
Afganistan, pero ahora Trump esta presio-
nando para que se produzca una completa
traicion. No es la primera vez que el impe-
rialismo estadounidense traiciona a sus
colaboradores.

Trump puso en peligro a los
miembros de la Guardia

Al ordenar la entrada de la Guardia
Nacional en Washington D.C., Trump deci-
di6 poner en peligro a los miembros de la
Guardia. Desde el punto de vista de la seguri-
dad de la poblacion, su pretexto parala orden,
no habia razén para enviar tropas a D.C.

Los ordend a la capital para presionar la
toma por parte de Trump del aparato estatal
armado —el ejército, la policia, la Guardia
Nacional y los mercenarios armados y
enmascarados del Servicio de Inmigracién y
Control de Aduanas (ICE) — para utilizarlo
contra la clase trabajadora.

Y el gobernador de Virginia Occidental,
que se apresur6 a aceptar el uso de su
Guardia Nacional, también es complice. Los
recursos estatales que utiliz6 para ayudar
a Trump eran muy necesarios en Virginia
Occidental durante la recuperacion de las
desastrosas inundaciones.

Es probable que Trump contintie con sus
difamatorias diatribas contra los migrantes.
Pero los verdaderos criminales responsables
de la muerte del miembro de la Guardia son
la multitud MAGA de la Casa Blanca y los
lideres politicos y militares estadounidenses
que cometieron 50 afios de agresion imperia-
lista estadounidense contra Afganistan. O
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