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Sudan: Popular movement
demands civilian rule

By John Catalinotto

April 30 — Reports from Sudan’s
largest seaport, Port Sudan, located on
the Red Sea describe a chaotic scene
of thousands of migrant workers and
their families attempting to leave the
country in order to escape a conflict
between two military factions fighting
for control of the government.

The corporate media in Europe and
the United States confine their cover-
age to describing the suffering of civil-
ians and the numbers killed. Their
analysis is limited to dissecting the
personalities of the two generals com-
manding the two opposing military
forces: Gen. Abdelfattah al-Burhan,
who commands the army, and his
one-time ally and deputy, Gen. Mohamed
Hamdan Dagalo (Hemedti), who com-
mands the Rapid Forces Militia.

These analyses omit the role of the
major imperialist powers in the region
and their local client states. Involved up
to their necks are U.S. imperialism and
its junior partner Britain, which was once
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Sudan borders seven other African countries
and the Red Sea.

the colonial power in Sudan, plus Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.
While these states, known as “the quad,”
claim to be promoting negotiations to end
the fighting, they all have economic and
geopolitical interests in who runs Sudan.

The capitalist media also make sure
to omit the very active role played in the

last five years by popular civilian organi-
zations, which represent the majority of
the people of Sudan. It was this popular
movement, in which Sudan’s Communist
Party played a leading role, that in 2018
deposed the military government which
had run Sudan for decades. At the time,
Washington maneuvered to keep the
civilians out of power.

Economic and strategic interests

Even after its 2011 split into two coun-
tries — Sudan and South Sudan — Sudan
alone is still the third-largest country in
Africa by area, and has a population of 48
million. Washington promoted the split,
which left South Sudan occupying most of
what had been Sudan’s oil reserves. The
U.S. aimed to control the south, espe-
cially to keep its oil from being traded
with China.

Sudan has ample arable land and access
to water, and is the world’s third-greatest
producer of gold. Sudan borders on seven
other African countries and its long coast
on the Red Sea faces Saudi Arabia.

Washington, along with others in the

quad, has staked out a position of pro-
moting negotiations, taking advantage of
the chaos and misery caused by the fight-
ing. This position hides U.S. imperial-
ism’s interest in controlling the resources
of Sudan and keeping any potential rivals
out — especially Russia and China.

Washington has been extending its
intervention, first using its military to
extract its diplomatic personnel from
the embassy in Khartoum, Sudan’s cap-
ital, and then arranging bus transport
for some of the 18,000 U.S. citizens who
were in Sudan on April 15 when the fight-
ing broke out. While this has the appear-
ance of rescuing civilians from a nasty
war, it allows Washington to put its most
powerful face forward: the military might
of the Pentagon.

Popular movement issues
joint statement

A united popular movement, which
overthrew the military regime in 2018 and
has opposed the new military coup that
took over in October 2021, is continuing

Continued on page 3
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Enough is enough. And we mean
enough!

Transgender youth are under siege.
Legislators in all but four states have
introduced at least 469 bigoted bills,
many of which have passed. (aclu.org)
Some bills deny trans youth the oppor-
tunity to participate in school athletics.
Some deny youth under 18-years-old
access to trans-affirming health care,
criminalizing doctors who provide care
and/or parents who approve it. Then
there are the reactionary book bans and
the gag order bills like Florida’s “Don’t
say gay” bill.

There appears to be no end in sight.

But what are we told, practically from
the day we start kindergarten? This is the
greatest country in the world! Nobody
else enjoys the democratic freedoms
that we enjoy. What George Washington
called the “great experiment” continues
to perfect itself.

Garbage. For proof of the fraudulent
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Smash anti-trans bigotry!

AN iy

Rep. Zooey Zephyr speaks against being banned by the Montana House of
Representatives, April 26, 2023. Inset: Rep. Justin Jones, Tennessee, who defended Zephyr.

hypocrisy in capitalist propaganda one
need look no further than the state of
Montana, where a democratically elected
trans woman state legislator has been

Harry Bélafonte =
Genujne
internati

11

barred from entering the legislature’s
chambers. House Rep. Zooey Zephyr had
given an impassioned speech against a
bill to deny trans-affirming health care to

trans youth.

Zephyr, the first and only transgen-
der Montana state representative, was
banned for violating “decorum” when she
said, “If you disallow that care and don’t
allow people to have access to that, the
only therapy left is either, A, meaning-
less or, B, conversion therapy, which is
torture. ... If you vote yes on this bill and
yes on these amendments, I hope the next
time there’s an invocation, when you bow
your heads in prayer, you see the blood on
your hands.” (Democracy Now! April 28)

Before the vote to ban her from the
Montana House floor, Zephyr added, “I
have had friends who have taken their
lives because of these bills. I have fielded
calls from families in Montana, includ-
ing one family whose trans teenager
attempted to take her life while watching
a hearing on one of the anti-trans bills. ...

So, when I rose up and said there is
blood on your hands, I was not being

Continued on page 5
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Celebration of 50 years of people’s
struggle in the Philippines

By Maddi Johnson
Portland, Oregon

April 24 marked the 50th anniversary of the National
Democratic Front of the Philippines. Branded a terrorist
organization by the U.S.-backed Marcos regime,
the NDFP consists of 18 mass-based organizations
ranging from communist guerrillas, to Indigenous
rights groups, to scientists and artists.

In Portland, Oregon, a gathering was held
on the eve of this anniversary to celebrate half
a century of people’s struggle. The evening fea-
tured live music sung in Tagalog, and speeches
on the struggle for a more just society. The event
was hosted by Portland's People Organizing for
Philippine Solidarity (POPS).

The meeting featured recorded interviews
with two leaders of the New People’s Army
who were brutally murdered in August 2022,
Comrade Benito Tiamzon, Chairman of the
Executive Committee of the Central Committee,
and Comrade Wilma Austria-Tiamzon, General
Secretary of the Party. (tinyurl.com/4wwjs2cw)

Dana Hutchins, a member of POPS, stated:
“They [the government of the Philippines] don't
understand what a genuine people's movement
is. Part of what distinguishes the NDFP and the revolu-
tionary movement from the government of the Republic
of the Philippines is that there are no leaders at the
top coming up with all the directives and commanding
everyone at the bottom on what to do.

“They [the government] think they can just kill enough
leaders that the revolution will be defeated. They fail to
grasp that the NDFP is representing the interests of 99%
of Filipinos.

“For 50 years, NDFP has been working towards a just
and lasting peace, in which peasants can eat the food
that they grow; in which land is not concentrated in the
hands of a few rich families but instead is collectively
tended to; in which there is genuine democracy; in which
no foreign power has military bases on Philippine soil,

no foreign corporations extract resources from the land
and water, no Filipino ever has to leave the country in
search of a job to sustain themselves.

“A peace in which elders, peace advocates, are not tor-
tured and murdered on a regular basis by the govern-

o
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The meeting included a comedic performance satirizing the
relationship between U.S. imperialism and Filipino president
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., son of the notorious Ferdinand Marcos.

ment. This is the just peace that the Filipino people want.
This is the just peace that Benito and Wilma Tiamzon
gave their lives for.”

Hutchins also explained how the NDFP’s 12-point pro-
gram will benefit the vast majority of the people. “It's
something the masses want, and are literally willing to
die for, because they know it's either a quick death at the
hands of the fascist regime or the slow death of poverty,
malnourishment, and inhumane exploitation. The U.S.-
Marcos II regime doesn't understand that the Filipino
people's revolution is invincible!”

The U.S. plans to build four more military bases
in the Philippines, in addition to the five that already
exist, turning the country into a sacrificial pawn for
Washington's desired war against China. O

Join us in the fight for socialism!

Workers World Party is a revolutionary Marxist-
Leninist party inside the belly of the imperialist
beast. We are a multinational, multigenerational and
multigendered organization that not only aims to abolish
capitalism, but to build a socialist society because it’s the
only way forward!

Capitalism and imperialism threaten the peoples of the
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ever-greater profits.
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Oakland teachers fight for higher pay, community schools

By Judy Greenspan
Oakland, California

The Oakland Education Association
represents around 3,000 teachers in
the Oakland Unified School District. Its
50-member bargaining committee has
been trying to get OUSD to respond to
its demands for higher salaries, smaller
class size, equity and parity for substitute
teachers, and hiring more nurses, psy-
chologists, resource specialists and librar-
ians. There are over 35,000 students in
more than 80 schools in the district.

The district’s refusal to even come to
the bargaining table led OEA to file an
Unfair Labor Practice charge March 23.
Middle and high school teachers went on
a one-day wildcat strike March 24 to pro-
test OUSD’s callous disregard for teacher
demands.

On April 24, the OEA membership,
by an 88% majority, gave its leadership
authorization to call an Unfair Labor
Practices strike.

The week of the vote was full of “ready
to strike” activities which included an
OEA press conference announcing the
opening of the strike vote, poster-making

sessions, art builds, and a large protest at
the school board meeting.

Hundreds of teachers picketed out-
side and then rallied inside Met West
High School, where the Oakland School
Board was scheduled to meet on April 26.
Chanting “Get up, Get down, Oakland is a
union town!” teachers, parents, and stu-
dents surrounded the building to demand
that the school district start bargaining
seriously on a new teacher contract.

Press conference hits cuts
to special education

Teachers, students, parents and com-
munity members held a press conference
April 28 at United for Success Academy
(UFSA), an Oakland public middle school,
to expose the deteriorating conditions for
students and teachers inside the school
and the abrupt closure of its only special
education class. Students testified about
an alarming rodent infestation and a
lack of safety in the student bathrooms.
Despite ongoing complaints about health
and safety concerns, the district has done
little to remedy the situation.

At the press conference, students of the
Special Day Class and their parents spoke

out about how upset they
were when they received
the district form letter
saying their class was
ending at the end of this
school year in May. To
add insult to injury, the
special education teacher
only found out about the
imminent closure after
parents phoned her in
tears. The district didn’t
even inform the teacher
appropriately.

Parents are now faced
with sending their chil-
dren across the district
to schools where they don’t know anyone.
One parent noted that her daughter would
have to take two buses to get to school
next fall. Right now, her daughter walks
to school.

Last minute negotiations have contin-
ued all weekend without substantial prog-
ress. It is unclear at this time whether a
strike will be avoided. Meanwhile, teach-
ers spent all of Saturday, April 29, making
strike posters and banners with bilingual
slogans like, “Strike for safe and racially

Community leaders, petitioners, and
fashionistas agree:’No Arena in Chinatown!

By Joe Piette
Philadelphia

Piled in front of a Philadelphia
City Hall entrance April 277, were
18 boxes filled with 15,000 peti-
tions and 3,000 written post-
cards opposing the proposal to
build a $1.3 billion 76ers’ bas-
ketball arena. This would lead to
the destruction of one of the last
neighborhoods in the city’s down-
town core that is predominantly
composed of people of color and
low-income individuals.

The boxes were slated to be deliv-
ered to council members by over 50
participants in a rally who shouted
in unison, “Hands off Chinatown!” “People
over profits!” and other popular chants.

Speakers included Kenny Chiu
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Fashionistas pose in front of some of the boxes of 15,000
petitions and 3,000 postcards on April 27, 2023.

of Students for the Preservation of
Chinatown who said, “The developers
behind the arena do not have Philly’s best

Popular movement in Sudan

Continued from page 1

to mobilize, while faced with the blood-
shed caused by the two warring armed
forces. Here are excerpts from its April 19
statement, signed by 42 organizations:

“We, in the resistance committees
and democratic political, civil, and pro-
fessional forces, hereby declare that our
country has slid into the abyss of total
war, in which generals use their weapons
to eliminate everything in their path, and
excessive violence has been used by the
regime forces as a tool to settle the dis-
putes and conflicts over power. This is
contrary to the rules of democratic tran-
sition and peaceful power-sharing.

“Despite our differences in political
views, we are completely united in our
stance against the war and its continua-
tion, and in our opposition to the return
of the remnants of the previous regime to
the political scene.

“We call for an immediate cessation of
the war and the silencing of the clamor
of guns, and we reject any results of the

war, no matter what they may be. We
emphasize the necessity of unity among
the forces of the revolution in the face of
the schemes of the remnants, those who
are striving to regain control of the coun-
try, even if it means tearing it apart. We
assure them that their efforts will fail, and
they will never return to power, as the
glorious December revolution is still alive
and burning.

“In this regard, we intend to agree on
a joint mechanism to monitor develop-
ments, coordinate positions, and confront
anything that threatens the security and
safety of our country and its citizens. We
hold the warring parties fully responsible
for any violation of human rights.

“We should mobilize to declare a com-
prehensive political strike and civil disobe-
dience, which is the duty of the moment
that we must all rally around, and not
allow speeches of sedition, fragmentation,
and hateful rhetoric to tear this country
apart, and to undermine its unity, sover-
eignty, safety, and the dignity of its peo-
ple.” (menasolidaritynetwork.com) 0O

interests at heart. They are thinking of
their own bank accounts.”

Sinta Penyami Storms, cofounder of the
Indonesian group Gapura, added, “For my
community, Chinatown is near and dear
to our hearts,” explaining that is where
Philadelphia’s Indonesian community
first landed when they immigrated to the
city in the 1990s.

Will Gross of the Asian Pacific Islander
Political Alliance of Pennsylvania said, “It
is a battle between a handful of billionaires
who want to take a section of land for them-
selves versus the people of Philadelphia.”

And then a fashion show became the
highlight of the event.

As a model strutted in front of the
boxes, banners, signs and protesters, the
moderator at the mic said, “Debbie is
wearing a beautiful flowing dress that is
4% rayon and 96% opposed to the arena
and billion-dollar development.”

Attached to the garments of each of the
four models were dozens or even hundreds
of signed anti-arena postcards. After their
catwalks, each model either read one of
the postcards or made their own comment
opposing the developers’ plan.

‘No Arena in the Heart of our City’

Following the fashion show, the demon-
strators broke down into four groups, each
delivering boxes of petitions and cards to
council members’ offices. Organizers are
calling for council members to commit
to opposing any legislation allowing the
heavily criticized arena to be built.

Each of the city council members this
writer’s group visited — Darrell Clarke,
Cindy Bass and Anthony Phillips — were
absent due to a council meeting, but their
staff members took the boxes of petitions.
They each responded that the “council-
manic prerogative tradition” requires
them to follow the lead of council mem-
ber Mark Squilla, who represents the dis-
trict where the proposed arena would be
constructed.

The city’s regressive tradition of “coun-
cilmanic prerogative” gives the 10 mem-
bers who represent geographic areas the
ultimate say on land-use decisions in their
districts.
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Teacher protest at the April 26, 2023 school board meeting.
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just community schools!/Huelga para
escuelas comunitarias seguras y racial-
mente justas!”

While teachers know it is very difficult
to go on strike at the end of the school
year, they are determined to win a just
contract for all educators in the Oakland
Education Association.

Judy Greenspan is a teacher at UFSA
and a proud member of the Oakland
Education Association.

Staff representatives also commented
that they were waiting for an impact
study by the Philadelphia Industrial
Development Corporation before decid-
ing whether to support the arena. Mayor
Jim Kenney commissioned the study
to “assess building design, community
impact and urban planning, economic
impact, and parking/traffic impact,”
according to the PIDC.

The Save Chinatown Coalition devel-
oped a legal document known as Request
For Proposal that lists other things
that should be studied, including men-
tal health, community life and culture,
and the “tangible or intangible” value
of the neighborhood. One portion calls
for examining the “disruption of social
and cultural life,” stressing experiences
in Washington D.C., St. Louis, Oakland,
California, Seattle and Boston and the
recent struggle to stop Black displace-
ment in University City Townhomes in
Philadelphia.

“The impact study for me is the commu-
nity voicing concern,” Gross said, point-
ing out during the street rally why many
Chinatown residents mistrust whatever
conclusions the PIDC will make; “There’s
no more important impact study than the
constituency who says we don’t want an
arena in the heart of Philadelphia.”

March on June 10 to stop the arena!

Bad weather caused the postpone-
ment of a planned mass march on April
29. “No Arena in the Heart of Our City
March and Rally” is now being organized
for June 10, with a rain date of June 17.
(workers.org/2023/04/70596)

The community’s message is: “We'll be
marching from Chinatown to City Hall to
show the Philadelphia City Council that
our city is not for sale! We don’t need or
want an arena in the heart of our city. We
don’t need or want corporate-designed,
billionaire-driven predatory development
in Philadelphia. Our neighborhoods need
investment that is driven by the needs
of the people who call it home. We need
investment that builds community and
connections —instead of tearing them
apart.” [
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Resistance to sanctions: three components

By Sara Flounders

Below is a talk given by Sara Flounders
to the Americas Policy Forum “Burying
200 Years of the U.S. Monroe Doctrine,”
held at American University on April
29. Flounders spoke at a panel entitled
“Opposing Sanctions and Unilateral
Intervention.”

Our Sanctions Kill campaign is ded-
icated to explaining how sanctions, as a
“Crime Against Humanity,” intentionally
target the most vulnerable people and
deprive millions of basic essentials.

Sanctions by the U.S. and its allies
have caused millions of deaths around
the world. I saw this up close in many
trips to Iraq during the 1990s. I've seen
the impact of sanctions on isolated,
surrounded Gaza, on Israel-bombed
Lebanon, on Sudan during a famine,
on former Yugoslavia during the U.S./
NATO bombing, and on resilient Cuba,
Venezuela and Nicaragua.

But new forms of resistance are aris-
ing. I'll describe three different ways that
resistance to sanctions is developing in
the Americas and globally.

First form of resistance:
economic self-sufficiency

First, there is resistance by developing
economic self-sufficiency. North Korea,
having survived 70 years of the world's
harshest international sanctions, calls
self-reliance “Juche.”

I was recently in Nicaragua, which is
now 90 percent self-sufficient in food.
Nicaraguans coped heroically with
COVID-19, providing door-to-door health
care even as the U.S. blocked their access
to vaccines. Education there is free. The
Sandinista government has developed
essential infrastructure, especially roads,
health clinics and schools.

Nicaragua now ranks among the top
five countries in the world in gender par-
ity. Women fill more than half the seats
in legislatures — local to national — and
in administration, medicine and the rural
economy, from bottom to top.

Nicaragua was declared by the U.S. to
be a “national security threat,” precisely
because it provides a good example, an
alternative to a neoliberal world order.
The U.S. government tries to justify its
inhumane sanctions by funding NGOs
that interfere in the internal affairs of
Nicaragua and other targeted countries.

In the midst of sanctioning Nicaragua,
a biased, sensationalized U.N. “human
rights report” was released March 2 and
publicized in the corporate media. This
report didn’t use well-documented mate-
rial from the Nicaraguan government

\AN-ANFHDLOGY 890 AL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS
WTHE SANCTIONSKILL CAMPAIGN

Sanctions: A wrecking ball in a global
economy, from the SanctionsKill Campaign,
is available through www.iacenter.org
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Panelists and participants at the Americas Policy Forum “Burying 200 years of the U.S.
Monroe Doctrine,” held April 29, 2023, at American University, Washington, D.C.

that was readily available. The Nicaragua
Solidarity Coalition says it “is fatally
flawed and should be withdrawn.”

I was in Nicaragua when
the latest U.S. smear report
was released to justify the
Washington-instigated, violent
regime change operation of 2018
and its paid operatives.

The so-called “human rights”
that the U.S. so frequently accuses
targeted countries of violating are
little more than a cynical ploy, a
weapon. Our role as activists here
in the U.S. is to build solidarity
with workers’ struggles and refuse
to be part of the U.S. propaganda
machine that promises “human
rights” — while delivering misery.

I hope everyone here will
sign on to a statement at the
Nicaragua lit table rejecting
this fraudulent report. (Go to
tinyurl.com/24d3mbvf to sign online.)

Solidarity with sanctioned countries:
a second form of resistance

Cuba, which provides more doc-
tors to Africa than the World Health
Organization, developed its own COVID-
19 vaccines, but didn’t have and couldn’t
get syringes to give its own population the
shot. That took an international solidarity
campaign.

That is the other key part of resistance
to sanctions: all of us here building soli-
darity and aid campaigns with countries
under sanctions and not being confused
by each propaganda campaign.

The web of thousands of U.S.-led
restrictions that strangle economies for
the benefit of corporate power is growing.
Over the past 20 years the number of U.S.
sanctions grew from 912 to 9,421. Now
40 countries, encompassing one-
third of humanity, are victimized.

Sanctions — economic coercive mea-
sures — are part of a regime-change strat-
egy to promote hyper-inflation, chronic
shortages, and supply chain chaos. These
sanctions undermine social progress,
such as land distribution, food subsidies,
and expanded education and healthcare.

Third part of resistance: coordination
among sanctioned countries

What is new?

Change is coming rapidly with earth-
shaking implications. A new develop-
ment is burying the Monroe Doctrine,
which has asserted that no foreign power
except the U.S. could be allowed in Latin
America and the Caribbean. Any interven-
tion in the political affairs of the Americas
by foreign powers was considered a hos-
tile act against United States interests.

But, 200 years after the Monroe
Doctrine, the countries of Latin America
are no longer alone, facing the continuing

threat of invasions, coups and sanctions,
and economic strangulation.

The imposition of U.S. and
European Union sanctions on
Russia, based on the U.S./NATO
war in Ukraine, has undermined
the U.S. use of sanctions
dramatically. The sanctions
didn’t create economic collapse,
which President Biden had
predicted. Cutting trade hurt the
EU economy far more than the
Russian economy, and forced
the birth of de-dollarization.

China is now South America’s top trad-
ing partner. Between 2000 and 2020,
China’s trade with Latin America and
the Caribbean countries grew 26-fold,
from $12 billion to $310 billion. China is
among the top sources of direct foreign
investment and finance.

Now, sanctioned Russia, Iran and
China provide vital lifelines for sanc-
tioned Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua.
All are sanctioned countries that are
determined to survive and thrive.

The impact is wider than trade among
sanctioned countries. China is now a
dominant trading partner for Chile, Peru,
Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and Ecuador.

China, Brazil and Argentina just signed
deals for trade in local currencies.

The BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa) system and its
New Development Bank offer an alterna-
tive to the U.S.-dominated International
Monetary Fund.

U.S. strategists, both Democrats and
Republicans, are worried sanctions are
losing their power as a threat.

Last week, U.S. Secretary of the
Treasury Janet Yellen, former chair
of the Federal Reserve, admitted that
Washington’s imposition of unilateral
sanctions on countries around the world
could weaken the dominance of the dol-
lar. “There is a risk, when we use finan-
cial sanctions that are linked to the role
of the dollar, that, over time, it could
undermine the hegemony of the dollar,”
she said. Even she conceded that the U.S.
sanctions create a desire to find an alter-
native to the dollar.

Likewise, Republican Senator Marco
Rubio complained: “We won’t have to
talk sanctions in five years, because there
will be so many countries transacting in
currencies other than the dollar, that we
won’t have the ability to sanction them.”

Of course, these war criminals are

concerned about their almighty dol-
lar, not the human consequences of
sanctions.

The imposition of U.S. and European
Union sanctions on Russia, based on
the U.S./NATO war in Ukraine, has
undermined the U.S. use of sanctions
dramatically. The sanctions didn’t cre-
ate economic collapse, which President
Biden had predicted. Cutting trade
hurt the EU economy far more than the
Russian economy, and forced the birth of
de-dollarization.

However, ruthless decisions to
enforce the Monroe Doctrine will still be
attempted. U.S. imperialism is the biggest
impediment to development and progress
in Latin America and the Caribbean, in
the past and the present.

U.S. corporate domination is in a con-
stant alliance with the most reactionary,
backward and repressive forces in the
Global South. This is not by accident. This

is who they cultivate, arm, train and
reinforce.

Justice = reparations

Justice demands that we support
reparations for sanctioned countries,
for damage to their economies and the
shortened lives of their populations.

In 1986 the International Court of
Justice ruled that the U.S. had vio-
lated Nicaragua’s sovereignty through
the arming and training of the contras
and the mining of Nicaragua’s harbor,
and Nicaragua was due reparations.
In 2017 Nicaragua revived its claim
against the United States for compen-
sation of $17 billion in reparations.

France owes Haiti at least $28 bil-
lion in return for the reparations Haiti
was forced to pay after freeing itself
from enslavement in 1804.

Consider the wealth stolen — not only
from sanctioned Cuba, Venezuela and
Nicaragua — but from ALL the countries
of the formerly colonized Global South.

Just as descendants of enslaved and
Indigenous peoples of the U.S. are due
reparations for stolen labor and sto-
len land, so too are the peoples of Latin
America and the Caribbean due repara-
tions for past U.S. invasions, expropria-
tions and sanctions.

Free Alex Saab!

In closing, I want to raise the case of
Alex Saab. This Venezuelan special envoy
is imprisoned in the U.S. because he
helped bring desperately needed human-
itarian supplies — food, fuel, and medi-
cine — to Venezuela, in circumvention of
the illegal U.S. sanctions, but his actions
were in legal international trade.

When Alex Saab was being held
captive and tortured in Cabo Verde, I
traveled there to help bring attention to
his case. Saab has since been kidnapped
again and brought to Miami, where he is
now imprisoned. His cancer, which had
been in remission, has recurred, and he
is without adequate medical treatment.
In this emergency, I urge this gathering
to go on record calling for Alex Saab’s
release.

In conclusion, Cuba, Venezuela and
Nicaragua in our hemisphere are targeted
for regime-change by the U.S. empire, not
because of the things that they have done
wrong, but for the things they have done
right.

They give us a glimpse of a better world,
an alternative vision from the imperial-
ist-dominated unipolar world order. That
is why they are being attacked and why we
must act in solidarity with them and their
right to defend themselves. O
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hyperbolic.” The bill was signed by
Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte, despite
pleas from his non-binary son that he
decline to sign.

Statistics fully back Zephyr’s position.
The Trevor Project reports that its 2022
National Survey on LGBTQ Youth Mental
Health “found that 45% of LGBTQ youth
seriously considered attempting suicide
in the past year, including more than half
of transgender and nonbinary youth.”

WORKERS WORLD > editorial
Smash anti-trans bigotry!

The rates of contemplated or attempted
suicide are even higher for trans youth of
color. (thetrevorproject.org)

Zephyr is not the only oppressed per-
son who managed to be elected as a state
legislator, only to be muzzled by a reac-
tionary Republican majority. Several
weeks ago in Tennessee, the two young-
est Black representatives were expelled
for — here too — violating decorum. Reps.
Justin Pearson and Justin Jones had
demonstrated inside the state capitol for
a ban on assault weapons sales.

Rep. Jones has drawn parallels between
what happened to him and Rep. Pearson
and what happened to Rep. Zephyr: “We
see this weaponization of decorum to
silence dissent, to silence voices that make
people uncomfortable. And that’s really
what they’re doing, is silencing any voice of
divergence from their dominant narrative.”

Pushing back what Jones called “this ris-
ing tide of fascism and authoritarianism” is
not going to be easy. We can’t count on the
Democratic Party to put a halt to it.

Solidarity between Black and Brown

communities and LGBTQ2S+ commu-
nities, as demonstrated by Rep. Jones, is
definitely a place to start.

But there needs to be more than the
support of one censured legislator for
another. We need a broad movement
against white supremacy, misogyny,
transphobia, ableism and all forms of
oppression, one that encompasses the
whole working class, including but not
limited to organized labor.

That is what is needed to stop these big-
oted bills from being implemented. O

More than a Civil Rights activist
Harry Belafonte was a genuine internationalist

By Monica Moorehead

The great Jamaican-identified artist,
Civil Rights activist and internationalist,
Harry Belafonte, died from congestive
heart failure at age 96 on April 25, 2023.

Despite becoming the first Black per-
son to win a TV Emmy award in 1960, a
Broadway Tony award in 1954 and selling
millions of recordings, Belafonte expe-
rienced racist discrimination firsthand,
like most Black entertainers in the 1950s
and 1960s, including his good friend, the
late actor Sidney Poitier. Belafonte was an
important political organizer and finan-
cial backer of the Civil Rights Movement
led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Belafonte was inspired personally and
politically by the great singer and radical
actor, Paul Robeson, who was a victim of
the anti-communist, McCarthyite witch
hunt that all but destroyed his livelihood.

In a speech before the Veterans of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade/Abraham
Lincoln Brigade Archives meeting in New
York City on April 27, 1997, Belafonte, a
survivor of the witch hunt, stated, “And it
was from Paul that I learned that the pur-
pose of art is not just to show life as it is, but
to show life as it should be. And that if art
were put into the service of the human fam-
ily, it could only enhance their betterment.

“Paul said to me, 'Harry, get them to

sing your song, and they will want to know
who you are. And if they want to know
who you are, you've gained the first step
in bringing truth and bringing insight that
might help people get through this rather
difficult world.”

Belafonte ended his speech this way:
“Thank you -- and long live the Brigade
and what it stands for -- and long live each
and every one of you -- and give up smok-
ing! Fidel Castro gave it up, you can give
it up!” (University of Chicago)

Belafonte also supported a just trial for
the revolutionary journalist and African
American political prisoner Mumia
Abu-Jamal.

Going beyond Civil Rights

Belafonte was an important U.S.
spokesperson for the anti-apartheid
struggle in South Africa.

Belafonte supported left-wing progres-
sive causes that upset the racist, white sta-
tus quo; this includes being an outspoken
opponent of imperialist war. In January
2006, Belafonte led a delegation, which
included actor Danny Glover, farmworker
organizer Dolores Huerta and professor
Cornel West, to Caracas, Venezuela, to
meet with the late President Hugo Chavez.

Belafonte told Chavez during a TV and
radio broadcast: "No matter what the
greatest tyrant in the world, the greatest

On January 6, 2006, Harry

nte told Venezuelan Pn.\ldﬂ\l Hugo Chivez:

-
“No matter what the greatest tyrant in the

world, the greatest terrorist in the world,
George W. Bush says, we’re here to tell you:
Not hundreds, not thousands, but millions of
the American people support your revolution. ”

terrorist in the world, George W. Bush,
says, we're here to tell you: Not hun-
dreds, not thousands, but millions of the
American people ... support your revolu-
tion. ... We respect you, admire you, and
we are expressing our full solidarity with
the Venezuelan people and your revolu-
tion.” (jamaicaobserver.com Jan. 9, 2006)

Ally of the Cuban Revolution

Belafonte supported the Cuban
Revolution and became a good friend of
Fidel Castro. The excerpted article below,
“Our friend Belafonte, on his 95th birth-
day,” by Pedro de la Hoz, first appeared on
the website of “Granma,” the official voice
of the Communist Party of Cuba’s Central
Committee, on March 7, 2022. (Read the
entire article at tinyurl.com/4bddhhvr)

Floodwaters, torture: Demand
Corcoran prisons be shut down

By Judy Greenspan
Oakland, California

The big news coming out of California
is about the flooding of the Central Valley
where multi-million dollar agribusiness
makes its money. Missing from this head-
line story is the imminent danger faced
by over 8,000 incarcerated people at two
prisons in the small town of Corcoran:
California State Prison, Corcoran (CSP-
COR), and the California Substance
Abuse Treatment Facility and State
Prison, Corcoran (SATF-CSP).

The flooding caused by an unprece-
dented late winter rainfall and snowfall,
now melting, across the Central Valley
has made continued incarceration in
these prisons life-threatening. It’s time
to not only evacuate these prisoners, but
to close these two prisons, which have a
history of medical neglect, torture, and
human rights abuses.

The California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation is

notorious for its refusal to evacuate pris-
oners facing life-threatening climate
catastrophes or other dangers. Just two
years ago, during a particularly danger-
ous season of fires, prisoners at several
California prisons were subjected to haz-
ardous and unhealthy air quality, and
high temperatures in their cells.

The CDCR refused to even consider
evacuating prisoners at any of those
prisons, including incarcerated peo-
ple at the California Medical Facility at
Vacaville, most of whom are elderly and
immunocompromised.

Prisoners face dangerous
climate disasters

Right now the most dire situation
is faced by prisoners at both Corcoran
prisons. CSP-COR and SATF-CSP were
opened in 1988 and 1997, respectively.
Construction began on CSP-COR in 1986,
just three years after the last period of
serious flooding in Corcoran in 1983.
There is nothing in place to prevent a

serious climate catastrophe in that town.
(Truthout, April 14).

CSP-Corcoran contains a Security
Housing Unit (SHU), commonly known
as solitary confinement, that is infamous
for its decades of torture and violence
against prisoners housed there. However,
prisoners in the general population have
also been victims of medical neglect and
violence perpetrated by prison guards.
In 1998, eight prison guards were found
guilty of serious civil rights violations
and abuse — which led to the murder of
a prisoner.

CSP-COR was one of the prisons where
guards set up fights in the prison yard
between rival prisoner groupings and
then opened fire during these alterca-
tions, killing and injuring many prison-
ers. These came to be known as “gladiator
fights,” which from 1989 to 1994 caused
the death of seven prisoners and injured
43 others.

California Prison Focus, an Oakland-
based prison abolition group, issued a

Belafonte was awarded our country’s
Friendship Medal by the Council of State in
2020, and continues to be a source of inspi-
ration for many who appreciate him as an
exceptional artist and extraordinary human
being.

When on July 23, 2020, Harry Belafonte
held in his hands the Friendship Medal,
awarded by the Cuban state, surely pass-
ing through his mind, like a good movie,
was an unforgettable sequence of the many
moments during his life when he shared the
same luck, convictions and destiny of inhab-
itants of our island.

On that day, then Cuban ambassador in
Washington José R. Cabaiias stated:, "This
distinction serves as recognition of your
lifelong solidarity with Cuba, your respect
and admiration for the Cuban revolutionary
process.”

On the 95th birthday of the U.S. actor,
musician and social activist — born March 1,
1927, in New York — Belafonte continues to
be a source of inspiration for many of his
compatriots and for those of us who appre-
ciate him as an exceptional artist, extraordi-
nary human being and dear friend.

One name cannot be overlooked in
describing the development of such a spe-
cial bond: Fidel Castro. The historic leader
of the revolution and the actor and singer,
a companion of Martin Luther King in the
struggle, cultivated a very close relationship,
after Belafonte reencountered Cuba in 1979,
subsequently never foregoing his trips to
Havana, as long as his health allowed.

Harry Belafonte: Rest in power! O
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PHOTO: INCARCERATED WORKERS ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Banner at protest outside of Corcoran State
Prison, February 2019.

report condemning the conditions at
CSP-COR and documenting abuse from
2002 to 2004, particularly for those
incarcerated in the prison’s SHU.

And now, with the once dry Tulare Lake
flooding its banks and more water cas-
cading down from the Sierras, the incar-
cerated populations of both Corcoran
prisons are facing life-threatening climate
disasters. This crisis not only calls for an
immediate evacuation of both prisons
but the closure of these torture chambers
once and for all.

Judy Greenspan was a member of
California Prison Focus and visited pris-
oners in the Security Housing Unit at
CSP-Corcoran.
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Lecciones de Lenin para el
Dia Internacional de los Trabajadores

El Dia Internacional de los Trabajadores, también
conocido como Primero de Mayo, nos recuerda una
anécdota sobre la Revolucion Rusa de 1917 en relacion
con la clase obrera.

En aquel momento, el Partido Bolchevique, formado
y dirigido por V.I. Lenin, estaba en proceso de tomar el
poder. Un intelectual antibolchevique discutia con un
obrero bolchevique y sacaba a relucir todas las comple-
jidades de dirigir un gobierno y de abandonar a los alia-
dos de Rusia en la gran matanza de la Primera Guerra
Mundial. “Yo lo veo asi”, dijo el obrero bolchevique.
“Los patrones estian de un lado. Nosotros estamos en el
otro lado. Si no tomamos el poder, ellos lo haran”.

El obrero tenia razén.

Los jefes, es decir, los capitalistas, estan de un lado.
Los trabajadores estan en el otro lado. Cuando un lado
gana, el otro pierde. Lenin ensefi6 esa leccién a su par-
tido. Recuérdalo en este proximo dia para la clase obrera.

Los capitalistas y sus propagandistas a sueldo insisten
en que la clase obrera no cuenta, no dirigira revoluciones
y, desde luego, no puede dirigir la sociedad. Aquellos que
poseen la riqueza pagan a personas para que enseflen
estas mentiras, incluso mientras los capitalistas llevan a
la sociedad al caos del colapso econémico, la crisis climéa-
tica, la pandemia y la guerra.

Entonces, é¢quién es la clase trabajadora? Los que se
presentan en una fibrica, una mina o una central eléc-
trica y producen los bienes o la energia, que el propie-
tario vende con un beneficio, son trabajadores. Los que
conducen un tren o un autobis, o los mantienen, o repar-
ten el correo o la atencién sanitaria o la educacion o el
ocio o el café son trabajadores.

Los que sobreviven s6lo vendiendo su trabajo son tra-
bajadores, incluso en las industrias en las que es dificil
nombrar a tu jefe. Pero la cosa no acaba ahi. Las trabaja-
doras del sexo, los trabajadores encarcelados y las perso-
nas con discapacidad pertenecen a la clase trabajadora,
al igual que quienes crian nifios o cuidan de familiares

Vladimir llich Lenin

sin remuneracién. Tras la globalizacién, la mayoria de
la poblacién mundial pertenece a la clase trabajadora,
incluidos los jubilados.

Ahora mismo en Francia, la patronal esté intentando
quitar afios de la paga de jubilacion a los trabajado-
res. Los trabajadores, con el apoyo de la mayoria de la
poblacion, estan luchando. Y planean hacer del Dia
Internacional de los Trabajadores un dia de lucha de
clases.

Lenin, mencionado antes, promovif el internaciona-
lismo de la clase obrera. Todos los capitalistas del mundo
quieren ver al gobierno francés aplastar esta rebelion. Y
todos los trabajadores del mundo ganan si la rebeli6on
triunfa. La clase obrera es internacional.

jUnan todas las luchas!

Luego esta la cuestion de la guerra.

La clase capitalista estadounidense dirige el pais,
controla el ejército, la policia, los tribunales y el apa-
rato de propaganda. Esta clase esta librando una guerra
por poderes, utilizando a la OTAN, en Ucrania contra
Rusia. Esta clase amenaza con una guerra con China
por Taiwan. Esta clase dominante, enemiga de todos

Correspondencia sobre articulos en Workers World/Mundo Obrero

Hugo Chévez y Harry Belafonte, jpresente!

los trabajadores, esta librando una guerra econémica
mediante sanciones contra todos los paises y naciones
que exigen soberania e independencia.

Como dijo Lenin antes y durante la gran matanza
de la Primera Guerra Mundial: “El enemigo esté en
casa”. En ningtn lugar es eso més significativo que en
los propios Estados Unidos.

El Dia Internacional de los Trabajadores debe ser
un dia de lucha contra la agresiéon de EE.UU. y la
OTAN. El enemigo de los trabajadores en EE.UU. es
la clase dominante estadounidense.

Luego esta la cuestion de unir las luchas en casa.

Ha habido indicios de un repunte en la organiza-
cion de la clase obrera en los altimos anos. Huelgas
en hospitales y escuelas, incluidos estudiantes de pos-
grado en universidades, una casi huelga de trabajadores
de trenes de mercancias que el gobierno federal reprimié
e iniciativas para sindicalizar a los trabajadores multi-
nacionales, multigénero y principalmente jévenes de los
almacenes de Amazon y las cafeterias Starbucks.

Mientras tanto, todos los trabajadores, incluso en los
EE.UU., Europa y Jap6n, se han visto perjudicados por
la inflacion y los salarios congelados, mientras que las
conquistas sociales de 1945-90 estan siendo reducidas
por la globalizacién y el ataque de la clase dominante
imperialista. Ya es hora de unir sus luchas.

En los EE.UU., la defensa de los que son atacados,
especialmente los jovenes negros y morenos como Ralph
Yarl en Missouri, con ataques racistas por supremacis-
tas blancos y la policia — esa es una lucha de la clase
obrera. La lucha por restaurar el derecho y el acceso al
aborto, esa es una lucha de la clase obrera. La lucha por
una vivienda digna, esa es una lucha de la clase obrera.
La defensa de los derechos de los transexuales, atacados
por los intolerantes, es una lucha de la clase obrera.

El Dia Internacional de los Trabajadores recuerda todo
eso ala clase obrera. Y Lenin nos recuerda que cada bata-
lla debe llevarse tan lejos como sea posible. O

Declaracion de las fuerzas democraticas de Sudan

Por autor invitado

Escrito el 19 de abril por las fuerzas contra los golpis-
tas y contra los militaristas en Sudan. Traduccion:
Enrique Garcia para Sinpermiso.

Nosotros, los Comités de Resistencia y las fuerzas poli-
ticas y democraticas —civiles y de las profesiones libera-
les — como continuacién de nuestra primera declaracién
publicada el 14 de abril, declaramos por la presente que
nuestro pais se ha deslizado al abismo de la guerra total,
en la que los generales utilizan sus armas para eliminar
todo lo que encuentran a su paso. La violencia extrema
es utilizada por las fuerzas del régimen como una herra-
mienta para resolver disputas y conflictos relacionados
con el poder. Esto es contrario a las reglas de la transi-
cién democratica y el reparto pacifico del poder.

Mas alla de nuestras diferencias politicas, estamos
totalmente unidos en nuestra posicion contra la guerra
y su continuacién, y en nuestra oposicién al regreso de
los restos del antiguo régimen a la escena politica.

Llamamos al cese inmediato de la guerra y al cese del
estruendo de las armas, y rechazamos todos los objetivos
de la guerra, sean cuales sean. Insistimos en la necesi-
dad de la unidad de las fuerzas de la revolucion frente
a las maniobras de quienes quedan y se esfuerzan por
recuperar el control del pais, incluso si eso significa des-
garrarlo. Les aseguramos que sus esfuerzos fracasaran
y que nunca volveran, porque la gloriosa revoluciéon de
diciembre [2018] sigue viva y movilizada.

En este sentido, tenemos la intencién de acordar
un mecanismo comun para seguir la evoluciéon de la
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Jartum, Sudan, diciembre de 2022. Grandes
manifestaciones conmemoran el cuarto aniversario de la
revolucion de 2018. El movimiento popular vive.

situacion, coordinar posiciones y hacer frente a todo lo
que amenaza la seguridad de nuestro pais y de sus ciu-
dadanos. La continuacion de la guerra ha tenido, y sigue
teniendo, efectos catastroficos, ya que ambas partes no
han respetado el alto el fuego declarado anteriormente
por las Naciones Unidas. No se crearon corredores de
seguridad para la evacuacion de las personas bloqueadas,
los equipos médicos no fueron protegidos, los hospitales
no se salvaron.

Consideramos que todas estas violaciones son con-
trarias al derecho humanitario internacional y a las
convenciones de Ginebra. Hacemos a los beligerantes
plenamente responsables de cualquier violacién de los
derechos humanos.

Renovamos el llamamiento a todas las fuerzas de la

revolucién civil para que tomen la iniciativa y se unan
para condenar las operaciones militares, para pedir el
cese inmediato de las hostilidades y para no dejar al pais
en manos de los militares y de los restos del antiguo
régimen.

Tendremos que movilizarnos para declarar una huelga
politica general y la desobediencia civil, que es el deber
del momento al que todos debemos unirnos, y no per-
mitir que los discursos de sedicién, fragmentacion y
retorica odiosa desgarren este pais y socaven su unidad,
su soberania, su seguridad y la dignidad de su pueblo.
(Publicado por MENA Solidarity Network)

Firmantes:

Reunion del Comité de Resurgimiento de Haj Yousef,
Coordinacién de los Antiguos Comités de Resistencia de
Omdurman, Coordinacién de los Comités del Sur del Nilo
Oriental, Comités de Resistencia de la Zona Industrial,
Comités de Resistencia — Wad Al-Nil, Comités de
Resistencia de Al-Dali y Al-Mazmoum — Estado de
Sennar, Partido Baas Arabe Socialista — Asl, Fuerzas de
la Libertad y Profesionales y Profesores de la Universidad
del Imam Al-Mahdi, Reunién y Red de Ingenieros de
la Universidad de Jartum, Reunién de Ingenieros de
la Universidad de Sudéan, Conferencia de Graduados
de la Universidad de Jartum, Reunién de Banqueros
Sudaneses, Reuni6én de Trabajadores del Sector Petrolero,
Reuniéon de Profesionales del Departamento Fiscal,
Reunién de Funcionarios Administrativos, Reunién de
Artesanos y Trabajadores Sudaneses, Solidaridad de
Sindicatos de Sudan, Confederacién Guardianes. O



