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By Abayomi Azikiwe 
Editor, Pan-African News Wire

Just one day after U.S. President Barack Obama 
hosted leaders from across Africa, African Americans 
exploded in rebellion in Ferguson, Mo.

A series of lawsuits have been filed against the city 
of Ferguson charging police misconduct and brutali-
ty during the demonstrations in response to the police 
killing of Michael Brown. Six plaintiffs have filed feder-
al court actions against the authorities in Ferguson and 
St. Louis County. The litigants are claiming they were 
arrested without cause, beaten and verbally abused by 
both local and county law-enforcement officers.

“This is a blatant example of how police handle Afri-
can Americans ... how it can go terribly, terribly wrong. 
You have a right to peaceful assembly,” lamented Regi-
nald Greene, an attorney in one of the cases.

Mass demonstrations organized in the aftermath of 
the brutal killing of Brown resulted in further acts of 
law-enforcement misconduct and brutality.

The protests demanding justice for Brown were 
covered nationally and internationally. CNN, Al-Ja-
zeera America, Press TV, Russia Today, the Guardian 
in London, as well as thousands of other news sources 
and media agencies reported continuously on develop-
ments in Ferguson. During the course of the protests 
and rebellion, the media workers also became targets 
of the local police with the detaining of journalists 
from several news agencies and the gassing of a camera 
crew from Al-Jazeera.

Another demonstration held on Aug. 30 in Fergu-
son commemorating the three-week anniversary of 
Brown’s killing was also covered widely. Thousands 
gathered to demand that officer Darren Wilson be in-
dicted and arrested in the shooting death of Brown. 
The demonstration was led by Brown’s parents, Lesley 
McSpadden and Michael Brown Sr.

Protests have been held throughout the U.S. in re-
sponse to Brown’s killing at the hands of police.

According to the Associated Press, after the initial 
march on Aug. 30: “Hours later, hundreds of protesters 
again gathered in front of the suburban police depart-
ment and fire station, blocking the road. Fiery speech-
es by way of speakers mounted to a car gave way to an-
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Who we are & what we’re fighting for

By Marianne Yared McGuire 
Detroit

The Detroit Public School system has been in the 
clutches of an emergency manager since March 2009. 
It is not the same situation but similar to the emergen-
cy manager assigned to the city. Once the state declares 
an entity is in deficit, it becomes available for takeover 
or — as many in Detroit feel — an occupation.

Once the case is made that a city or school district is 
ready for a takeover, the governor then appoints an EM 
for an 18-month term. The EM is then given complete 
power over that city or school district. That means 
elected officials are ignored, contracts are set aside, 
some schools are closed, some schools are transferred 
to other districts, tenure is eliminated, teachers can be 
let go, curriculum comes under their purview, salaries 
can be cut and anything can be privatized.

When the 2009 EM planted himself in charge of 
the DPS system, he not only closed 36 schools, he took 
$10,000 from each teacher’s salary. While every teach-
er has been promised the money will be returned upon 
retirement, they will not get any interest that has ac-
crued. The money amounted to almost $50 million.

The next EM — Roy Roberts, a former General Mo-
tors executive — was appointed in 2011. He evident-
ly didn’t want to do any paperwork, so he simply cut 
teachers’ pay by a flat 10 percent. Devastated, many 
teachers chose to quit rather than suffer the losses. 
While class sizes rose to an average of 33 children in 
elementary grades and 38 for high school, so did the 
numbers of administrators. Roberts had originally 
promised to spend 95 percent of all education money in 
the classroom on teachers, textbooks and supplies. He 
never put more than 46 percent in the classroom. The 
state average is 56 percent for the classroom, which in 
fact was what Detroit’s previous Board of Education 
was matching.

Thinking that Roberts’ term would be up in 2012 
and knowing the deficit had increased under him, a lot 
of people figured it would be shamelessly hypocritical 
for him to stay on. But that did not matter to Gov. Rick 
Snyder or his lackey. Takeover and occupation are all 

Hate capitalism? Workers World Party fights for a 
socialist society — where the wealth is socially owned 
and production is planned to satisfy human need. This 
outmoded capitalist system is dragging down workers’ 
living standards while throwing millions out of their 
jobs. If you’re young, you know they’re stealing your 
future. And capitalism is threatening the entire plan-
et with its unplanned, profit-driven stranglehold over 
the means of production.

Workers built it all — it belongs to society, not to 
a handful of billionaires! But we need a revolution to 
make that change. That’s why for 55 years WWP has 
been building a revolutionary party of the working 
class inside the belly of the beast.

We fight every kind of oppression. Racism, sexism, 

degrading people because of their nationality, sexu-
al or gender identity or disabilities — all are tools the 
ruling class uses to keep us apart. They ruthlessly 
super-exploit some in order to better exploit us all. 
WWP builds unity among all workers while support-
ing the right of self-determination. Fighting oppres-
sion is a working-class issue, which is confirmed by 
the many labor struggles led today by people of color, 
immigrants and women.

WWP has a long history of militant opposition to im-
perialist wars. The billionaire rulers are bent on turning 
back the clock to the bad old days before socialist revo-
lutions and national liberation struggles liberated terri-
tory from their grip. We’ve been in the streets to oppose 
every one of imperialism’s wars and aggressions. 

Contact a Workers World Party branch near you: workers.org/wwp

that matter to them.

Wage cuts, class size increases stopped

The third EM — Jack Martin, an accounting and 
public relations person — was appointed in the sum-
mer of 2013. At first, he told the elected Board not to 
worry about meeting locations or the budget for that. 
This sentiment ended shortly after he took office. The 
Board — in exile — meets regularly at a school with a 
welcoming staff, creates its own agenda and provides a 
forum at which the public can air their concerns.

In mid-August, shortly after a countywide millage 
— property tax rate — proposal failed, Martin decided 
it was time to take another 10 percent from teachers’ 
salaries and up classroom sizes a few notches to 36 pu-
pils for elementary grades and 43 for high school. The 
state superintendent, Mike Flanagan, at first agreed 
with Martin and said, “The Michigan Department of 
Education must only ensure that the proposed savings 
are accurate and provide a viable solution to its deficit.” 
This was in reference to a deficit-elimination plan the 
district was forced to write.

This time, parents and teachers alike were so out-
raged they started making some noise. They held a 
press conference at an elementary school, then made 
plans to go door-to-door to inform and include par-
ents. They followed it up with a demonstration of about 
400 teachers at the DPS administration headquarters. 
The union said, “We will fight the cuts in the streets, in 
the courts and at the ballot box.”

A few days later Flanagan tweeted his opposition to 
the 10 percent pay cut and rise in classroom sizes, say-
ing the district should find another means of meeting 
its budget. That afternoon, Martin rescinded his order 
and agreed to lay off some administrators instead.

The victory was a clear example of what an angry and 
informed community can accomplish when it unites. 
The millage proposal will be back on the ballot in No-
vember. Many feel that teachers will be under immense 
pressure to be actively involved to assure its passage.

Detroit resident Marianne Yared McGuire is a retired 
teacher and former elected member of the Michigan 
Board of Education.

Victory against Detroit 
school dictator
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Michigan 

‘Drill, baby, drill’? Not so fast!
By Martha Grevatt 
Detroit

Michigan is not exactly a state that 
an oil and gas industry executive would 
call “unwelcoming.” In fact, there is a 
still a 1930s state law on the books stat-
ing that it is “the declared policy of the 
state … to foster the development of the 
[gas and oil] industry along the most 
favorable conditions and with a view to 
the ultimate recovery of the maximum 
production of these natural products.” 
This law has been used by the state’s 
so-called Department of Environmental 
Quality and the Department of Natural 
Resources to “foster” hydraulic fracking 
and to allow oil drilling inside the bor-
ders of cities and townships.

In southeast Michigan, however, peo-
ple got together and mobilized — and 
forced energy companies to retreat 
twice in one week.

The fracking industry, which has 

caused widespread destruction in Penn-
sylvania and Ohio, is looking at Michi-
gan as the next frontier. Because the 
shale formation here, where natural gas 
(methane) is trapped, is much deeper 
below the earth’s surface than in those 
states, operation here is more costly. 
That cost is balanced, however, by Mich-
igan’s abundance of freshwater and the 
fact that a company with mineral rights 
to a piece of land also has free access to 
the water there. The DNR has sold, at 
auction, mineral rights to hundreds of 
parcels of public land to allow fracking.

Recently it has become known that 
there are also sites in Michigan where 
frack waste from Pennsylvania is be-
ing accepted. The group Ban Michigan 
Fracking was able to link up with peo-
ple in Pennsylvania who were monitor-
ing the site where the waste was being 
shipped from, and planned to maintain 
a presence outside Wayne Disposal, 
near Detroit, until the trucks arrived. 

By Sara Flounders

There is an elephant in the climate 
debate that by U.S. demand cannot be 
discussed or even acknowledged. This 
agreement to ignore the elephant is now 
the accepted basis of all international ne-
gotiations on climate change.

It is well understood by every possible 
measurement that the Pentagon, the U.S. 
military machine, is the world’s biggest 
institutional consumer of petroleum 
products and the world’s worst polluter 
of greenhouse gas emissions and many 
other toxic pollutants. Yet the Pentagon 
has a blanket exemption in all interna-
tional climate agreements.

Ever since the Kyoto Accords or Kyoto 
Protocol negotiations in 1998, in an effort 
to gain U.S. compliance, all U.S. military 
operations worldwide and within the U.S. 
have been exempt from measurement 
and from agreements on reduction. The 
U.S. Congress passed an explicit provi-
sion guaranteeing U.S. military exemp-
tions. (Interpress Service, May 20, 1998)

The complete U.S. military exemption 
from greenhouse gas emissions calcu-
lations includes more than 1,000 U.S. 
bases in more than 130 countries around 
the world, its 6,000 facilities in the U.S., 
its aircraft carriers and its jet aircraft. 
Also excluded are its weapons testing 
and all multilateral operations such as 
the giant U.S.-commanded NATO mili-
tary alliance and Africom, the U.S. mili-
tary alliance now blanketing Africa. The 
provision also exempts U.S./U.N.-sanc-
tioned activities of “peacekeeping” and 
“humanitarian relief.”

After gaining this giant concession, 
the U.S. government still refused to 
sign the Kyoto Accord, thus sabotaging 
years of international effort to forge an 
agreement.

The provisions of the Kyoto Protocol 
nevertheless became the basis of all fu-
ture proposed international meetings on 
a climate treaty, including Copenhagen 
2009, Cancun 2010, Durban 2011, Doha 
2012 and the United Nations upcoming 
21st Conference of the Parties on Climate 
Change meeting in Paris in 2015.

In all past international conferences 
it was again and again the U.S. govern-

ment that sabotaged the meetings and 
refused to be bound by any treaty. The 
Obama administration on Aug. 27 again 
confirmed that at the U.N. meeting in 
New York in September to prepare for 
the 2015 Paris meeting, only a nonbind-
ing agreement could be put forward.

Role of grassroots activists

Unless the climate activists at the 
grassroots level challenge this exemption 
of the U.S. military and begin to focus a 
laser light on the most dangerous source 
of global warming and climate change, 
the movement will become lost in vague 
generalities, utopian hopes and toothless 
accords.

The only hope that the mass outpour-
ing in September in New York City will 
have an impact is if independent voices 
can begin to consciously challenge the 
greatest global polluter.

Exposing the horrendous social costs 
of U.S. militarism must also be part of 
the challenge. Washington’s military role 
acts to constantly reinforce at every level 
the repressive state apparatus.

For decades, and at an accelerated pace 
since 2001, the military has provided an 
endless stream of free war equipment to 
local city and state police, National Guard 
units and sheriffs’ offices. Youth of op-
pressed nations within the U.S. become 
targets of a vastly expanded police state. 
The fresh images of tanks and armored 
police in Ferguson, Mo., confirmed for 
millions the results of this racist policy.

Exposing the devastation of U.S. wars 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya is essen-
tial. These U.S. wars have spread hun-
dreds of tons of radioactive waste from 
depleted uranium missiles. They have 
contaminated the soil and water of vast 
regions under U.S. occupation with ben-
zene and trichloroethylene from air base 
operations and perchlorate, a toxic ingre-
dient in rocket propellant.

More than 1,000 military sites in the 
U.S. are contaminated with these toxins. 
Military bases top the Superfund list of 
contaminated sites. The poorest commu-
nities, especially communities of color, 
are the most severely impacted by this 
continuing military poisoning.

It is essential to connect the Pentagon 

 The Pentagon — the climate elephant

The pickets were up Aug. 21, expecting 
to greet the waste trucks sometime that 
day or the next. The protest continued 
for nine straight hours.

The trucks never arrived and plans to 
store the waste at Wayne Disposal have 
been shelved for the moment.

Drillers pushed back

Conventional drilling for oil or gas 
does not pose the environmental threat 
that is associated with hydraulic frack-
ing, which contaminates millions of 
gallons of freshwater with secret toxic 
chemical cocktails every time a compa-
ny drills. Nevertheless, Michigan-based 
oil companies are putting public safety 
at risk by encroaching on densely popu-
lated residential communities.

Local governments in Shelby Town-
ship and Rochester Hills, near Detroit, 
and Scio Township, near Ann Arbor, 
have passed drilling moratoriums. West 
Bay Exploration has ignored the ordi-

nance passed last spring in Scio, forcing 
its neighbors to contend with noise and 
odors. Jordan Development refuses to 
honor a similar ordinance just passed 
in Rochester Hills — the company plans 
to drill horizontally under homes, a city 
park and a local cemetery. Both compa-
nies have hundreds of wells in operation, 
but until recently have confined drilling 
to more sparsely populated areas to the 
north.

Hundreds of residents in all three 
communities have packed town hall 
meetings about the drilling issue, ham-
mering company and state representa-
tives for hours on end. More than 700 
people attended the most recent meet-
ing in Shelby Township. West Bay an-
nounced on Aug. 25 that it was suspend-
ing drilling there “indefinitely.” This 
is another victory that would not have 
happened if the people had not orga-
nized themselves against the corporate 
polluters. 

exemption from international negotia-
tions to its primary role as the protec-
tor and expander of corporate power on 
a global scale. The most powerful and 
profitable corporations are the oil and 
military corporations. These are the oth-
er primary polluters.

Pentagon admits climate change

Unlike the right-wing fanatics and 
climate change deniers in Congress, the 
Pentagon does not deny the devastating 
impact that climate change will have on 
every aspect of life on the planet.

Its own published studies confirm the 
danger. But the U.S. officer corps is com-
mitted to what they call “full spectrum 
dominance.” So every study of climate 
change by the military planners is based 
on evaluating how to take advantage of 
the future crisis to more firmly entrench 
U.S. corporate power and protect the ir-
rational capitalist system that has creat-
ed this crisis that threatens all humanity.

The Pentagon studies are not on 
plans to deliver emergency aid in the 
face of climate disasters such as floods, 
droughts, famines, epidemics, typhoons, 
tornadoes, hurricanes, ice storms, water 
shortages and damage to infrastructure. 
The plans of their war colleges and think 
tanks are on how to extract political con-
cessions on docking rights and future 
military access during a besieged coun-
try’s hour of greatest emergency need.

For example, the U.S. Department of 
Defense releases every four years a Qua-
drennial Defense Review. This is a broad 
outline of U.S. military strategy. (tinyurl.
com/pn4awm8)

The 2014 QDR describes the threat of 
climate change as “a very serious nation-
al security vulnerability.” Similar to the 
2010 QDR, it poses the problem of how to 
maintain global U.S. military hegemony 
in the face of ever-worsening global cli-
mate disruptions.

The military officer caste is focused 
on maintaining Wall Street rule and 
capitalist property relations during a 
crisis. There is concern with preserving 
the authority of their puppets, allies and 
collaborators. The report stresses the 
importance of developing new policies, 
strategies and plans.

“Climate change poses another signif-
icant challenge for the United States and 
the world at large. As greenhouse gas 
emissions increase, sea levels are rising, 
average global temperatures are increas-
ing and severe weather patterns are ac-
celerating.

“The impacts of climate change may 
increase the frequency, scale and com-
plexity of future missions, including 
defense support to civil authorities. … 
The Department’s operational readiness 
hinges on unimpeded access to land, air 
and sea training.”

Military and corporate planning is 
callously focused on how to take advan-
tage of the life-threatening changes.

A most frightening example is the “Na-
tional Strategy for the Arctic Region.” 
This White House report opens by prais-
ing the Arctic as “an amazing place.” But 
then quickly defines the need for focus-
ing on strategic priorities to meet the 
challenges and opportunities ahead.

The essence of the report is that the 
melting of the polar ice cap and the “new 
Arctic environment” means “ocean re-
sources are more readily accessible as sea 
ice diminishes.” This is an opportunity 
to access the vast untapped oil, gas and 
mineral resources and increase the flow 
of fossil fuels. In other words, big profits 
for Big Oil. (tinyurl.com/cw2dvhk)

The Center for Naval Analyses has 
also prepared ominous reports of U.S. 
policy in this period of global climate cri-
sis. Eleven retired generals and admirals 
came together in 2007 to examine the 
security implications of climate change.

In 2014, this federally funded re-
search and development center produced 
a study headed by Michael Chertoff, for-
mer secretary of Homeland Security, 
and Leon Panetta, former secretary of 
Defense, and titled “National Security 
and the Accelerating Risks of Climate 
Change.” This report sees climate change 
as the source of international instability 
and the greatest threat to the established 
capitalist order.

This study, once again, is not on how 
to use the enormous technological abil-
ity of the U.S. military machine to pro-

Continued on page 6
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‘From Ferguson to Palestine, OCCUPATION IS A CRIME!’
Workers’ solidarity & Ferguson
By Monica Moorehead

The call for justice con-
tinues not only in Fergu-
son, Mo., but around the 
United States since the 
Aug. 9 brutal murder of 
Michael Brown, the 18-year-old African 
American who was shot in broad daylight 
by a white police officer, Darren Wilson. 
Not since the 1992 Los Angeles rebellion 
has there been another one like the one 
that erupted in Ferguson on Aug. 10 and 
lasted for over a week. And never before 
has so much national and internation-
al scrutiny been paid towards the racist 
scourge of police terror inside the U.S.

It is a known fact that at least one 
African-American male on average is 
killed by the police every 28 hours. But 
what brought unprecedented attention 
to Brown’s murder was that eyewitness-
es saw and heard him tell Wilson to stop 
shooting as he tried 
to surrender with his 
hands up.

After Brown was 
shot at least six 
times, his motionless 
body reportedly lay 
in the street for four 
hours as the police denied any medical at-
tempts to revive him or for any of Brown’s 
family members to approach him. It was 
an all-too-familiar racist display of wan-
ton disregard for the lives of Black youth.

The youth uprising in Ferguson, a 
67-percent African-American populated 
suburb of St. Louis, has helped expose 
the growing militarization of the police, 

with the armored tanks, 
chemical warfare, drone 
surveillance and other 
hi-tech weaponry pro-
vided by the Pentagon.

During the height of 
the uprising, 155 people 

were reportedly arrested, the majority of 
them from St. Louis County, countering 
the lie put forth by Missouri local and 
state police that “outside 
agitators” caused the upris-
ing. The mass rebellion has 
forced the federal govern-
ment to investigate ongoing 
abuse within the Ferguson 
police department, includ-
ing the beating and hogtie-
ing of a 12-year-old Black 
youth and the indiscrimi-
nate teargassing of Ferguson residents.

Worldwide condemnation of the brutal 
repression in Ferguson and the state’s re-

fusal thus far to arrest Wil-
son for murder has brought 
about acts of anti-racist, 
anti-police solidarity from 
various sectors of society, 
including labor unions. For 
example, American Postal 
Workers Union general of-

ficers — Mark Dimondstein, president; 
Debby Szeredy, executive vice president; 
and Elizabeth Powell, secretary-treasurer 
— released a public statement, along with 
those of other union officials from the 
Communication Workers of America and 
the United Food and Commercial Work-
ers, denouncing the killing of Brown. 
Brown’s mother, Lesley McSpadden, is a 

member of the UFCW.

‘Hands Up, Don’t Ship!’
One of the most dynamic acts of labor 

solidarity demanding justice for Michael 
Brown was carried out by part-time Unit-
ed Parcel Service workers in Minneap-
olis on Aug. 22. According to an Aug. 
26 Labor Notes online article entitled, 
“‘Hands Up, Don’t Ship!’ Minneapolis 

UPS workers protest 
shipments to Missou-
ri police,” a dozen UPS 
workers refused to ship 
cardboard, steel and 
plastic shooting-range 
targets — produced by 
Law Enforcement Tar-
gets — to Missouri law 
enforcement agencies. 

The shooting targets show photos of 
Black men pointing guns. Last year, an-
other line of LET targets called “With no 
hesitation” showed Black youth and even 
pregnant teenagers carrying guns. It was 
discontinued due to public protests.

These low-wage workers explained 
their stance this way: “Some of us re-
moved the compa-
ny’s packages from 
trucks that would 
deliver them to law 
enforcement. Oth-
ers, in solidarity, 
refused to ferry 
these packages to 
their intended trailers.

“Others posed with a sign reading 
‘#handsupdontship.’ The phrase ‘hands 
up, don’t shoot’ has come to symbolize 

protest over the police 
shooting of Michael 
Brown. ...

“We decided we 
could not be silent 
while our work was 
contributing to the 
militarized violence 
that police are directing at Ferguson resi-
dents in the aftermath of Brown’s death.”

The workers explained that LET has 
contracts with law enforcement agencies 
around the country, with 10 of those con-
tracts in Missouri. (Read more at tinyurl.
com/mea6c55.)

Just as the dockworkers and union ac-
tivists on the West Coast protested the 
Zionist mas-
sacre in Gaza 
by preventing 
the Israeli ship 
Zim from un-
loading, the 
UPS workers’ 
refusal to ship repressive matériel to Mis-
souri police agencies serves as an admira-
ble example of how demands can translate 

into direct action. Both acts of 
solidarity portend what can 
happen on an even grand-
er scale when labor power is 
used to build class solidarity 
at home and abroad, especial-
ly with the most oppressed. 

it comes to human rights. Such criticisms 
by many other countries, including Rus-
sia and China, are widespread.” (Aug. 29)

In an editorial published in the Daily 
Nation newspaper in Kenya, the U.S. was 
chastised and questioned about its image 
promoted abroad as a state which protects 
the rights of all its residents and citizens. 
“The U.S. is a community fueled by hate. 
They claim not to be racist yet most of 
them are racist to the core. Yet they want 
to dictate and lecture us about human 
rights.” (Aug. 29)

The editorial continued: “U.S. preaches 
democracy and good governance all over 
the world but lo and behold, Ferguson has 
exposed the preacher who cannot take 
care of business in his backyard. Has the 
Kenyan ambassador issued a statement 
yet? The U.S. must have a coalition gov-

ernment so as to end the violence. It will 
no longer be business as usual. We will 
have only necessary contact. Choices have 
consequences.”

The newspaper also mocked the gov-
ernment in Washington, which has often 
criticized Kenya for factional political vi-
olence surrounding the disputed elections 
of 2007-2008. There is continued hostility 
towards the country by the Obama admin-
istration, which did not support the elec-
tion of the current president, Uhuru Ken-

Hedy Epstein, 
a 90-year-old  
Holocaust survivor, 
arrested at a protest  
in Ferguson, Mo.  
Epstein was on a boat 
to Gaza which attempt-
ed to break the Israeli 
blockade in 2011.

Ferguson Rebellion exposes U.S. racism globally
moon spoke out about the 
excessive use of force in Fer-
guson. The rebellion high-
lighted the ongoing charac-
ter of national oppression in 
the number one imperialist 
country in the world.

Even the fairly centrist 
Brookings Institution in 
Washington, D.C., published 
a blog written by professor 
Mwangi S. Kimeroyi, a se-
nior fellow in Global Econo-
my and Development at the 
University of Nairobi in Ken-
ya, dealing with the situation 
in Ferguson and its impli-
cations for U.S. foreign policy in Africa. 
Kimeroyi observed that the rebellion in 
Ferguson could not have come at a worse 
time for the Obama administration, 
which was utilizing the Aug. 4-8 summit 
to try to gain a broader and more posi-
tive image of the U.S. in Africa.

Kimeroyi stated: “Coming not long 
after the successful U.S.-Africa Leader’s 
Summit held in Washington, the Fergu-
son incident and the follow-up demon-
strations have been rather unfortunate 
in as far as how Africans view [the U.S.] 
— in a way questioning [the U.S.]’s stand-
ing as a protector of human rights. The 
hostility towards the United States in 
regard to its treatment of African Amer-
icans has dominated social media with 
claims that the incident shows that [the 
U.S.] should not claim leadership when 

Continued from page 1

Ferguson, Mo., under military occupation 
and martial law after police killing of Michael Brown.

other march, with chants of, ‘If we can’t 
have it, we’re shutting it down.’” (Aug. 30)

Global response to 
Ferguson rebellion

The images from Ferguson emanat-
ed around the world just days after the 
U.S.-Africa Summit at the White House 
and State Department. These develop-
ments were covered by the African media 
and further exposed the racist mistreat-
ment of African descendants in the U.S.

Several governments, press agencies 
and even U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
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‘From Ferguson to Palestine, OCCUPATION IS A CRIME!’

yatta, who has a case pending against him 
and the deputy-president, William Ruto, 
before the International Criminal Court.

In the People’s Republic of China, which 
has a history of criticizing the U.S. for its 
treatment of African Americans dating 
back to at least 1963, the state-owned 
Xinhua news agency wrote in an edito-
rial: “Each country has its own national 
conditions that might lead to different so-
cial problems. Obviously, what the United 
States needs to do is to concentrate on 
solving its own problems rather than al-
ways pointing fingers at others.” (Aug. 18)

Deep-rooted racism exposed

The most surprising attacks came from 
newspapers published in Germany, one of 
the closest allies of Washington. In two 
centrist publications, scathing editorials 
were published on the handling of the 
Ferguson unrest.

Zeit Online, a popular centrist news 
website, characterized the death of Brown 
as a testament to the deep-rooted racism in 
the U.S. and surmised that “the situation 
of African Americans has barely improved 
since Martin Luther King.” The publica-
tion keenly observed that “the dream of a 
post-racist society, which flared up after 
the election of [President] Obama, seems 
further away than ever before.” (Aug. 18)

A similar critique was offered by the 
more conservative Frankfurter Allge-
meine Zeitung, one of the most wide-
ly read newspapers in Germany, which 
opined that the U.S. president had failed 

miserably in his executive responsibili-
ties. “It seems like mockery that [Obama] 
is still called the most powerful man on 
earth.” (Aug. 18)

As in the period of the Civil Rights and 
Black Power eras of the 1950s through 
1970s, it is the struggle of the Afri-
can-American people that has exposed 
the actual nature of the U.S. political sys-
tem. The rebellion in Ferguson represents 
a microcosm of the growing mass senti-
ment among African Americans, Latinos/
as and other nationally oppressed groups 
as well as working-class people in general.

If the U.S. ruling class does not make 
fundamental reforms related to burgeon-
ing social problems stemming from the 
declining capitalist system, more mass 
political actions and rebellions are bound 
to occur. The corporations and banks, 
which are running the state from Wall 
Street, have no response to the escalat-
ing discontent other than more austerity, 
political repression and imperialist war. 
The real solutions must come from the 
working class and the oppressed, and be 
expressed through their organizations 
and movements aimed at total liberation 
and social justice. 

War on Gaza: ‘Israel lost!’
By Sara Flounders

All currents of the Palestinian liber-
ation movement see Israel’s failure to 
divide, disarm or defeat the heroic resis-
tance in Gaza as their historic political vic-
tory. This is the overwhelming Palestinian 
sentiment.

Israel caused massive destruction in 
Gaza and killed, according to a United Na-
tions report, 2,104 people, including 1,462 
civilians of whom 495 were children. The 
attacks destroyed essential infrastructure, 
water, electricity, schools, medical centers 
and almost one-third of the housing.

This devastation has created interna-
tional outrage. Many in Israel view the 
war as a devastating political setback.

The seven-week military onslaught ut-
terly failed in its objectives of defeating 
the elected Hamas government and divid-
ing the new Palestinian unity government 
of Hamas and Fatah. All Palestinian po-
litical forces took part in the resistance, 
coordinating their defensive actions.

The Palestinians’ greatest accomplish-
ment was to prevent the high-tech, heav-
ily armed Israeli Defense Force from 
accomplishing its goal of disarming a de-
termined Palestinian resistance, which 
used hundreds of tunnels, simple rockets 
and smuggled, hand-held weapons.

Rallies in Gaza, in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and by thousands of Palestin-
ians living within Israel’s 1967 boundaries 
make it clear that the Palestinians believe 
they won.

Thousands of Palestinians celebrated in 
the streets of Gaza City on Aug. 27. Deputy 
head of the Hamas Politburo, Ismail Hani-

yeh, and other resistance leaders joined 
the public celebration. Haniyeh explained 
that the resistance had been preparing for 
the battle for years: “The victory is beyond 
the limits of time and place. This battle is 
a war that lacks a precedent in the history 
of conflict with the enemy.”

Hamas spokesman Abu Ubaida told a 
large crowd gathered in Gaza City’s east-
ern Shujaiyya neighborhood — devastat-
ed during Israel’s ground assault: “Resis-
tance unified the people, and that is our 
big achievement. We will not return to 
divisions or disputes.” (almanar.com.lb, 
Aug. 27)

A ceasefire — no agreement

There is still no signed agreement. Is-
rael’s primary demand — the disarma-
ment of Gaza’s resistance organizations 
— is not open for discussion.

The terms under discussion include 
opening all crossings to Gaza, allowing 
reconstruction and entry of materials 
needed, and permitting fishing to a dis-
tance of six miles. The reopening of the 
airport and seaport in Gaza is postponed 
to a new round of talks next month.

In the past, Israel always violated both 
signed ceasefire agreements and agree-
ments to open the border. Israel has violat-
ed all other agreements made with the Pal-
estinians, including the 1993 Oslo Accords.

A Gaza victory rally of more than 2,000 
people was held on Aug. 28 in the village 
of Kabbul in Galilea, within Israel’s 1948 
borders. They waved Palestinian flags and 
held pictures of slain children in Gaza.

A Palestinian elected to the Israeli 
Knesset (parliament), Hanin Zoabi of the 

tion numbering 10,000, is not just a de-
feat. It’s a downfall.”

On July 23, Israeli polls claimed 82 
percent of Israelis approved of Netanya-
hu’s leadership. On Aug. 28 the Jerusalem 
Post says his support is down to to 38 per-
cent and falling further.

The Israeli military suffered its high-
est casualty rate since it attempted to 
invade Lebanon in 2006. This time, the 
Palestinian resistance was able to carry 
out cross-border raids and target military 
sites in addition to firing small rockets 
into Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa.

Netanyahu mistakenly counted for 
victory on Israel’s vastly superior, U.S.-
supplied military machine, a propaganda 
barrage charging Hamas with the death 
of three young Israeli men and the an-
ti-Hamas government of Egyptian coup 
president Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Sisi han-
dling the ceasefire negotiations.

Here’s the evaluation of Ali Abuni-
mah of Electronic Intifada: “Israel lost! 
If ‘victory’ is measured in the number 
of civilians an army kills and injures, or 
the number of homes, hospitals, mosques 
or schools it destroys, Israel is the clear 
champion once again.

“By that standard, the United States 
spectacularly ‘won’ its wars in Vietnam 
and Iraq. …

“At a basic level, Israel has made con-
cessions to Palestinians that it was not 
even willing to discuss before its escala-
tion and bombardment.
(intifada-palestine.com, Aug. 27)

Balad Party, who is under constant threat 
by Zionist forces seeking to bar her from 
the Knesset, was the main speaker. She 
declared: “Our people’s struggle thwarted 
all of Israel’s objectives.” (Times of Israel, 
Aug. 29)

In the Israeli occupied West Bank, Is-
rael arrested 12 members of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine in an 
effort to stop a PFLP rally. This happened 
one day before the 13th anniversary of Is-
rael’s Aug. 27, 2001, assassination of the 
PFLP general secretary, Abu Ali Mustafa.

Palestinian political activist Nassar 
Ibrahim told a PFLP rally in Ramallah, 
“This attack on a prominent Palestinian 
political leader [Khalida Jarrar, who re-
fused a deportation order] comes now in 
response to the PFLP’s active role in Gaza 
resistance” and it is part of targeting of 
Palestinian resistance in general.”
(Alternative Information Center, Aug. 28)

Zionists’ great fear: Israel has lost

Israeli Prime Minister and war crim-
inal Benjamin Netanyahu hollowly pro-
claimed victory. He declared that Is-
rael had secured both a great military 
achievement and a political achievement 
in an Aug. 28 statement But the Zionist 
establishment now fears that the war was 
a howling blunder.

Amir Oren of Haaretz, a major Israeli 
publication, wrote on Aug. 27: “What Ne-
tanyahu and his colleagues have brought 
down on Israel, in a conflict between the 
region’s strongest army and an organiza-

Some 200 people 
marched through down-
town Detroit on Aug. 31 
in support of the Pales-
tinians and against the 
U.S.-backed apartheid 
state of Israel and its 
many recent war crimes 
in Gaza. Local Palestin-
ians called the demon-
stration to coincide with 
the Islamic Society of 
North America’s annual 
convention at Cobo Hall.

The Michigan Emergency Committee 
Against War and Injustice, the Morato-
rium NOW! Coalition and Detroit Work-
ers World Party mobilized for the protest 
and carried colorful signs and banners 
throughout the march. These groups’ 
activists distributed a leaflet linking the 
struggle of Gazans to that of Detroiters —
who face political occupation, lack of po-
table water and other life necessities, loss 
of housing, high unemployment and high 
infant mortality.

The leaflet noted: “Like the people of 
Gaza, the people of Detroit have a great 
history of struggle. Detroit played a cen-
tral role in the growth of the U.S. union 
movement and was a center of the Black 
Liberation struggle. Metro Detroit is 
home to one of the largest Arab com-
munities in the U.S. There is a long his-
tory of solidarity between Detroit’s Af-
rican-American community and their 
Muslim and Arab brothers and sisters. 
Today, the people of Detroit take inspira-

tion from the incredible resistance of the 
Palestinian people under the most diffi-
cult conditions. Detroiters will continue 
to fight back against water shut-offs and 
austerity.”

On the march route, chanting was led 
by young Palestinians. They chanted, 
“From Ferguson to Palestine, occupation 
is a crime!” in solidarity with the besieged 
people of Ferguson, Mo., following the po-
lice killing of Michael Brown and the po-
lice occupation of the African-American 
community there. As the Detroit march 
reached the federal building, protesters 
began chanting, “Hands up, don’t shoot!” 
a slogan made famous in Ferguson.

After marching under the grueling hot 
sun, demonstrators held a rally outside 
the Cobo convention center. Among the 
speakers was Abayomi Azikiwe, a leader 
of MECAWI and Moratorium NOW! as 
well as a WW contributing editor.

— Kris Hamel

Detroit march supports 
Palestine
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Ferguson Rebellion exposes U.S. racism globally
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Freedom fighters?

Sept. 21

People’s Climate March
By Kathy Durkin 
New York

The People’s Climate March, which or-
ganizers expect will attract 100,000 peo-
ple, is set for Sept. 21 in New York City. 
This action takes place two days before 
the United Nations summit of world lead-
ers on the global climate crisis.

The peoplesclimate.org blog states that 
U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon is 
“urging governments to support an ambi-
tious global agreement to dramatically re-
duce global warming pollution.” However, 
the website realistically admits that the 
summit won’t necessarily solve the cri-
sis, but that “organizing, mobilizing and 
building social movements are ultimately 
what change the course of history.”

In New York and at coordinated global 
actions, the blog states, “We’ll take to the 
streets to demand the world we know is 
within our reach: a world with an econo-
my that works for people and the planet; 
a world safe from the ravages of climate 
change; a world with good jobs, clean air 
and water, and healthy communities.”

The activity’s 950 partnering organi-
zations include businesses, labor unions, 
and faith-based, environmental and so-
cial justice groups. The “Call to Action” 
aims at a mass audience, raising broad 
demands in an attempt to bring in cor-
porate leaders and politicians, as well as 
workers, and activists from many move-
ments and communities.

Undoubtedly, a multiplicity of forces 
at this march will demand a solution to 
global warming and the prevention of 

further endangerment to the planet and 
its inhabitants. Some groups will decry 
capitalism as the cause of climate change. 
Others will raise the need for jobs for 
workers displaced by environmental reg-
ulations. Both are crucial demands.

Environmental racism is another key 
issue. A meaningful program to end the 
climate crisis must stress the need for 
environmental justice for oppressed and 
poor communities that contend with and 
suffer from corporate pollution here and 
worldwide.

The capitalist class aims to maximize 
profits without regard for the environ-
ment they poison or the workers or com-
munities they harm. The movement must 
target capitalism — the cause of global 
corporate pollution and the main danger 
to the planet and all life. The Pentagon, 
the largest fuel consumer and the globe’s 
worst polluter, wreaks mass environ-
mental destruction in its quest for global 
domination. Its role in exacerbating this 
crisis must also be met head on. 

Beware the fickle nature of imperialist 
propaganda. The political line of the cor-
porate media is apt to flip-flop.

Consider the latest revelations in late 
August that up to 1,000 volunteers from 
Western countries, including some from 
the United States, have been fighting in 
Syria against its government. Most of 
these volunteers are fighting within mil-
itary units of the group now known as the 
Islamic State.

This should be no surprise since the 
Islamic State — also called ISIL or ISIS — 
has been the dominant element in the op-
position to Damascus. Those who appear 
to be winning attract the new volunteers.

The tone taken in these media varies. 
Some consider the nearly 100 U.S. cit-
izens who have gone to join ISIS to be 
misled young men. Other more rabid me-
dia call them evil. They agree that these 
youth could be “dangerous terrorists” 
should they slip back into the U.S.

No media, to our knowledge, have crit-
icized themselves for their three-year 
barrage of propaganda comparing Bashar 
al-Assad’s Syria with Adolf Hitler’s Ger-
many. They ranted that he was “killing his 
own people” with bombs and even chemi-
cal weapons and must be overthrown.

The NATO governments and their Mid-
dle Eastern collaborators knew all along 
that ISIS-type forces were a major and 
dynamic sector among the opposition to 
Assad. They knew this sector is merciless 
with their enemies.

That didn’t stop NATO and its allies 
from funding and arming these forces in 

the hope that this would bring down the 
Assad government. And while the imperi-
alist media gave their most favorable cov-
erage to another grouping in the Syrian op-
position, the so-called Free Syrian Army, 
ISIS was allowed to grow unopposed.

Given the heavy anti-Assad propagan-
da, some young people in the U.S. and 
Western Europe might have believed they 
would be welcomed back to their home 
countries as heroes, even as “freedom 
fighters,” for battling in Syria.

If they did hope for a hero’s welcome, 
they hadn’t considered the character of 
imperialist politics as the situation de-
veloped in the region. The Islamic State 
moved into Iraq and started threatening 
important U.S. assets in Iraqi Kurdistan. 
It even executed a captured journalist 
who was a U.S. citizen and videoed his 
beheading to the world.

From an unreliable ally, the ISIS-like 
forces in Syria had now morphed into 
Washington’s number one enemy. They 
have become the latest of a long list of 
U.S. opponents whom the media have 
described as a threat to the U.S. (“Ameri-
can”) way of life.

Those young people from the U.S., Cana-
da and Europe who joined the fight against 
Assad are no longer potential heroes, but 
potential “terrorists.” The politicians and 
media that created this situation don’t even 
blush as they flip-flop the official line.

We take a consistent position whatever 
Big Lie the corporate media are pushing 
at the moment: No to imperialist inter-
vention in both Iraq and Syria! 

People’s Republics advance in face of Ukraine disarray
By Greg Butterfield

Sept. 1 — After a difficult summer when 
their very existence seemed to hang by 
a thread, the Union of Donetsk and Lu-
gansk People’s Republics, also known as 
Novorossia, demolished Ukraine’s mili-
tary blockade against its capital cities in 
late August.

In the space of a week, the territory 
controlled by the People’s Republics dou-
bled. Towns and villages occupied by the 
Ukrainian military from July to mid-Au-
gust were liberated as rank-and-file sol-
diers surrendered or fled into Russia.

By Aug. 30, the city of Mariupol in the 
Donetsk Region — which has not been 
under the authority of the People’s Re-
publics up to now — was completely sur-
rounded by the people’s militias.

On Sept. 1, Ukrainian troops aban-
doned the long-contested Lugansk air-
port, while militias were advancing to 
capture the Donetsk airport. (Le Figaro)

The volunteer militias — now coordi-
nated under the umbrella of the Novo-
rossian Armed Forces — are preparing 
a counteroffensive that could further ex-
pand the liberated territories beyond the 
borders of Donetsk and Lugansk to other 
areas of southeast Ukraine like Kharkov 
and Odessa. There, activists have faced 
heavy repression and massacres for op-
posing the Kiev junta.

How was this amazing turnaround 
possible? How did a poorly armed rebel 
movement send a modern, heavily armed 
military machine and battalions of armed, 
fascist goons — financed and political-
ly backed by Washington, the European 
Union and NATO — fleeing in disarray?

The people of Donetsk and Lugansk 

struggled all summer to survive a lack 
of food, water and electricity, and the de-
liberate shelling of civilian homes, hospi-
tals and schools by the Ukrainian forces. 
Meanwhile, time was running out for the 
U.S.-backed junta in Kiev, as its draft-
ed soldiers grew increasingly demoral-
ized and families in western and central 
Ukraine rose up in protest against send-
ing their sons and husbands into the fray.

The crisis of the Ukraine junta can only 
grow in the coming weeks and months as 
austerity measures demanded by the In-
ternational Monetary Fund and EU bite 
deep. For the first time, Ukraine faces a 
winter without fuel on easy credit from 
its Russian neighbor.

The Novorossians said all along 
that they just had to hold on until the 
Ukrainian offensive burst apart.

Washington and Kiev: ‘Blame Russia’

The White House and the corporate 
media have repeatedly claimed, without 
evidence, that President Vladimir Putin 
and Russian military intelligence are re-
sponsible for arming and directing the 
Novorossian armed struggle.

On Aug. 28, the New York Times and 
other major media uncritically reported 
a statement by Ukraine’s oligarch pres-
ident, Petro Poroshenko, that Russian 
troops had invaded Ukraine. (It was not 
the first time the Kiev junta had made 
such a charge.)

Although the German TV news show 
“Tagesschau” reported the “invasion” 
claim was the result of a translation er-
ror, the cry was taken up by Washington 
— just in time for the NATO Summit in 
Newport, Wales. There, it was announced 
that NATO, the U.S.-dominated impe-

rialist military alliance, would create a 
10,000-strong “rapid deployment force” 
to “counter Russian aggression.”

Russia is not a disinterested bystand-
er, of course. Putin and Russia’s capitalist 
ruling class, along with the country’s pop-
ulation, are well aware of the danger of a 
pro-NATO, fascist-dominated Ukraine 
on Russia’s western border. They under-
stand Washington’s strategy of NATO 
expansion to surround and break up the 
Russian Federation and make it a vas-
sal of Wall Street. However, Moscow has 
employed a reserved diplomatic strategy, 
refusing to be baited into a military con-
frontation with Kiev.

Russia’s boldest move thus far was to 
authorize the delivery of a convoy of hu-
manitarian aid to Novorossia after weeks 
of stonewalling by Kiev and the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross. This 
vital aid was an important morale boost, 
especially in beleaguered Lugansk city 
— though far more is needed. Two more 
Russian aid convoys are reportedly in the 
works, and smaller, independent human-
itarian convoys are being organized by 
anti-fascists in Italy and other European 
countries.

The collapse of Ukraine’s “Anti-Terror-
ist Operation” also gave Russia an oppor-
tunity to respond to the junta’s campaign 
of demonization. Putin addressed a short 
message to the Novorossian militias, ask-
ing them to create a “humanitarian corri-
dor” to Russia for Ukrainian soldiers who 
wished to flee. This was an important 
act of solidarity with the women across 
Ukraine protesting against the military 
draft. It was also the first time official 
Moscow addressed Novorossia as an in-
dependent entity.

An anti-fascist people’s war

Donetsk and Lugansk make up the 
Donbass mining region, formerly part of 
southeastern Ukraine, bordering Russia. 
The region is overwhelmingly working 
class. For many years, it was the electoral 
base of the Communist Party of Ukraine 
and is steeped in the traditions of Soviet 
anti-fascism.

People in the Donbass republics voted 
overwhelmingly for independence from 
Ukraine in a referendum on May 11, re-
jecting the rule of the oligarchs, neo-
liberal pro-Western politicians and the 
neo-Nazis who seized power in an illegal 
coup in Kiev in February.

The strength of the Donbass People’s 
Republics and their militias isn’t primar-
ily military, though this too has grown as 
the people’s forces have captured heavy 
weaponry from retreating Ukrainian 
troops.

Rather, it is the determination of the 
Donbass workers — women and men, 
young and old, of many nationalities — 
not to succumb to the fascist-imperialist 
domination their families fought against 
in World War II. Then, many lived under 
Nazi occupation aided by the Ukrainian 
fascist collaborator Stepan Bandera, 
whom many elites in Kiev today claim as 
their exemplar.

The development of this anti-fascist 
people’s war — full of contradictions like 
any great social upheaval — has led to a 
revival of discussion and interest in so-
cialist ideas and the accomplishments 
of Soviet Ukraine and the Soviet Union. 
Coming just a generation after the col-
lapse of the USSR, this is a development 
of great historic significance. 

Continued from page 3

The Pentagon —the 

vide solutions or emergency assistance. 
Everything is posed in terms of national 
security in the face of alleged potential 
terror threats.

“In Africa, Asia and the Middle East, 
we are already seeing how the impacts 
of extreme weather, such as prolonged 
drought and flooding — and resulting 
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 On the picket line
                                                                    by Sue Davis

UFCW on mother of Michael Brown
On Aug. 22, Joe Hansen, international president 

of the Food and Commercial Workers union, which 
represents more than 1.3 million workers primarily 
in the retail and meatpacking, food processing and 
poultry industries, issued a solidarity statement of 
support for UFCW Local 88 member Lesley Mc-
Spadden, the mother of Michael Brown, who was 
killed by police in Ferguson, Mo., on Aug. 9.

“At the UFCW, we are a family. When tragedy 
strikes one of us, it is felt by all of us.” After noting 
the outrageously aggressive, militaristic police 
attacks on peaceful protesters, he continued, “This 
entire episode highlights systemic problems that 
still plague our nation — abject poverty, the lack 
of good jobs, an absence of racial diversity in the 
halls of power. We need to address these chal-
lenges head on — and labor has a role to play by 
offering workers the opportunity for a better life. 
In the meantime, we stand in solidarity with our 
sister Lesley McSpadden and join her calls for a 
fair investigation and justice under the law.”

S.F. taxi drivers vote union
On Aug. 13, San Francisco taxi drivers voted to 

form the San Francisco Taxi Workers Alliance and 
affiliate with the National Taxi Workers Alliance. 
The city had a taxi union before World War II, but 
it was disbanded 40 years ago. NTWA President 
Bhairavi Desai told the Aug. 15 San Francisco 
Examiner: “San Francisco used to have progres-
sive working conditions, in that every driver could 
earn a medallion and it was a very progressive 
model. But in the last 10 years, San Francisco has 
been faced with very bitter attacks, with [ride-
shares] being the latest.” She said once 500 drivers 
join the SFTWA, the union will be certified. Also 
on board the NTWA are drivers in Chicago, Hous-
ton and Prince George’s County, Md.

More NYC carwasheros unionize
Despite attempts by both the ownership of the 

K&P Car Wash and the Association of Car Wash 
Owners to intimidate them, immigrant workers at 
the K&P Car Wash in the Bronx, N.Y., remained 
united and voted in mid-August to join the De-
partment Store Union, an affiliate of the Food and 
Commercial Workers. K&P employee José Pedro 
Calderón said the workers organized for better 
working conditions and respect on the job. Their 
vote made K&P the ninth car wash to unionize 
since RWDSU began its WASH organizing cam-
paign in 2012. (aflcio.blog.org, Aug. 21)

San Diego approves  
$11.50 minimum wage

On July 28, the San Diego City Council ap-
proved an ordinance that would raise the mini-
mum wage in California’s second-largest city to 
$11.50 an hour by January 2017. The minimum 
for low-wage workers, predominantly women and 
immigrant workers in the restaurant, hotel and 
retail sectors, will rise to $9.75 on Jan. 1, 2015, 
move up to $10.50 the following year and to $11.50 
by January 2017. Further increases, beginning 
in January 2019, will be tied to the inflation rate. 
The law will increase the average pay of employ-
ees earning slightly above the minimum wage by 
$1,400 annually, pumping an additional $260 mil-
lion a year into the economy.

California’s hourly minimum wage rose earlier 
in July from $8 to $9 and is scheduled to climb 
to $10 next July. California is one of 21 states 
with a higher minimum wage than the current 
federal level of $7.25 an hour. The total number 
of low-wage workers in San Diego is expected to 
grow from at least 172,000 next year to as many 
as 214,000 in 2017. The measure also gives an 
estimated 279,000 workers the chance to earn up 
to five days of paid sick leave. (Reuters, July 28)

But a caveat to San Diego voters: Don’t sign the 
deceptive “minimum wage” petition currently be-
ing promoted by the city’s fat cat business owners. 
It is an outrageous, well-funded attempt to derail 
the just passed minimum wage ordinance. 

Oakland, Calif. — Labor and com-
munity activists, carrying signs and 
chanting, marched inside a Jack in 
the Box restaurant on Telegraph Av-
enue and 45th Street here on Aug. 29 
demanding that three fired workers be 
reinstated, with no penalties or retali-
ation. Two of the three had just signed 
union cards the day before their firing.

Fired worker Euruicia Johnson told 
WW that she and others had to work 
through their breaks because the 

restaurant was so short-staffed. She 
said that on Aug. 27 she had gotten 
sick to her stomach at the end of her 
shift from sheer exhaustion and not 
being able to eat all day. The next day, 
when she came to work, the managers 
accused her of having had a short cash 
drawer the night before, even though 
she had counted the proceeds in front 
of her boss and the amount was actu-
ally over, not short. They then paid her 
off and told her she was fired.

For more than half-an-hour the ac-
tivists demanded that the manager 
come out and listen to their demands, 
but he refused to show his face. All the 
activists then began calling the chain 
restaurant’s district office. Police were 
called but stayed outside.

The organizers let management 
know they would be filing charges of 
illegal retaliation unless the employ-
ees were reinstated.

— Report and photo by Terri Kay

Activists 
defend fired 

workers

Sept. 12 in NYC

Support Jamil Al-AminContinued from page 6

Preparations are underway for an 
evening of “Love and Resistance for 
Imam Jamil Al-Amin,” on Sept. 12 
in New York City. Al-Amin, formerly 
known as H. Rap Brown, is suffering 
from serious illnesses and is current-
ly being held at the Butner Federal 
Medical Center in North Carolina.

This world-renowned political 
prisoner has been imprisoned for 12 
years after being falsely convicted 
of shooting two Georgia deputies in 
2002. He had been held in solitary 
confinement in a U.S. penitentiary 
in Florence, Colo., but mass pressure 
resulted in his transfer to the medi-
cal facility for treatment of his dire 
health problems.

Now, Al-Amin’s supporters are 
waging a campaign to make sure he is 
not returned to solitary confinement 
and to call for his release.

The Free Mumia Abu-Jamal Co-
alition (NYC); the Uncompromising 
International Concerned Family and 
Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal; the 
MOVE Organization and the Imam 
Jamil Action Network are sponsoring 
the upcoming event at Manhattan’s 
Martin Luther King Jr. Center (Local 

1199 SEIU), at 310 W. 43rd St., begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Admission is free.

Speakers will include Dhoruba 
Bin-Wahad, former Black Panther 
and New York Panther 21 leader and 
former political prisoner; Karima Al-
Amin, attorney and spouse of Imam 
Jamil Al-Amin; and Imam Al Hajj 
Talib Abdur-Rashid, president of the 
Islamic Leadership Council of Metro-
politan New York. Pam Africa, chair-
person of the ICFFMAJ is also on the 
program.

For further information, call 212-
330-8029 or check freemumia.com.

— Kathy Durkin

Workers World newspa-
per has a point of view. Un-
like the corporate press, we 
report events from the per-
spective of the workers and 
the oppressed. But you know 
that. That’s why you choose 
to read this newspaper.

What you may not be 
aware of is that our purpose 
goes beyond passive report-
ing. Our Marxist-Leninist vision of an 
equitable, just world based on social-
ist planning with plenty for all peoples 
spurs us to struggle for fundamental 
change.

That’s why we are devoting so much 
coverage to the rebellion in Ferguson, 

Mo., against the police mur-
der of Michael Brown and 
the racism and class divi-
sions deeply imbedded in 
this capitalist society. That’s 
why we focus on the Peo-
ple’s Power Assemblies tak-
ing place from Baltimore to 
Chicago to Los Angeles — to 
show that when workers and 
oppressed peoples take ac-

tion in our own interests, we begin to 
build the structures that can challenge 
the rule of the powers that be.

That’s why we’re helping to build 
a protest at the World Business Fo-
rum in New York Oct. 7 and 8, called 
an “Assembly against Poverty.” It’s 

essential to Workers World that we 
not be mere bystanders while the 1% 
gather to hatch future attacks on the 
99%. We need to be there to fight for 
“$15 and a union,” an end to prof-
it-driven wars and so much more.

If you agree, then it’s time to join 
the Workers World Supporter 
Program, which since 1977 has been 
helping put out this newspaper.

Join the WW Supporter Program
You can become a member by con-

tributing a lump sum of $75, $100, 
$300 or more. Or send a monthly 
donation starting with as little as $6, 
$10 or $25. Send your check made out 
to Workers World, 147 West 24th St., 
2nd Fl., New York, NY 10011. 

Fight the power! BUILD WORKERS WORLD!

Ferguson, Mo., Aug 23

food shortages, desertification, pop-
ulation dislocation and mass migra-
tion, and sea level rise — are posing 
security challenges to these regions’ 
governments. We see these trends 
growing and accelerating.

“Climate change acts as a threat 
multiplier for instability in some of 
the most volatile regions of the world. 
… It poses a serious threat to Ameri-
ca’s national security.”

The report calls for “improved U.S. 
combat power” and “assessment of 
the impact on U.S. military instal-
lations worldwide due to rising sea 
levels and extreme weather events.” 
(tinyurl.com/lreswx8)

Based on these reports and on the 
destructive, self-serving U.S. role 
in every climate meeting in over 20 
years, it is clear that U.S. corporate 
power and the monstrous military 
machine it has funded by expropri-
ating more than half the federal bud-
get every year for decades is an ene-
my of the people of the whole world 
and a threat to all forms of life on 
earth. This must become a focus of 
class-conscious climate activists. This 
would contribute greatly to an under-
standing of the source and the real 
solutions to this global crisis. 

climate elephant
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¡Alto al impulso 
de guerra EUA!

Ida y vuelta de camiones 
rusos con ayuda humanitaria

EDITORIAL                                27 de agosto

Por Sara Flounders

25 de agosto — Doscientos veinti- 
siete camiones rusos “invadieron” 
a Ucrania el 22 de agosto, trans-
portando grandes bolsas llenas 
de granos, frijoles, agua potable, 
medicinas, generadores y sacos de 
dormir. El 23 de agosto ya estaban 
de vuelta en Rusia.

Los camiones habían entre-
gado suministros de emergencia 
al pueblo de Lugansk, al este de 
Ucrania. Lugansk está resistiendo 
un ataque militar del régimen de la 
junta de Kiev y los grupos fascis-
tas que actúan en ese régimen. La 
junta de Kiev es el producto de un 
golpe de Estado contra el gobierno 
electo el pasado 22 de febrero.

Funcionarios estadounidenses 
que apoyan la masacre de niños 
gazatíes por Israel expresaron su 
indignación, sorpresa y alarma por 
el convoy de camiones y amenaza-
ron con sanciones más severas 
contra Rusia, acusando a ese país 
de violar la soberanía de Ucrania.

El jefe del servicio de seguri-
dad de Ucrania Valentyn Nalyva-
ychenko, llamó al convoy ruso una 
“invasión directa”. (cnn.com, 23 
de agosto)

El Secretario General de OTAN, 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen, emitió 
una declaración acusando a Moscú 
de “incumplimiento flagrante de 
sus compromisos internacionales”.  
(Washington Post, 22 de agosto)

La portavoz del Consejo de Se-
guridad Nacional de EUA Caitlin 
Hayden, aseveró que “vehículos ru-
sos violan la soberanía de Ucrania”.  
(whitehouse.gov, 22 de agosto)

El vice presidente Joseph Biden 
denunció la “provocación y despre-
cio flagrantes de la soberanía de 
Ucrania por parte de Rusia”.  (As-
sociated Press, 23 de agosto)

El nivel de hipocresía y cinismo 
de los mayores guerreristas del 
mundo no conoce límites.

Bretaña apoyó y participó en 
el bombardeo masivo, invasión 
y ocupación de Afganistán, Irak 
y Libia por EUA.  Sin embargo, 
el embajador británico a la ONU 
Mark Lyall grant, denunció a los 
camiones rusos de alimentos en-
tregando suministros y retirán-
dose al día siguiente como “una 
violación innegable y flagrante de 
la soberanía de Ucrania y clara vi-
olación del derecho internacional 
y la carta de la ONU”.  (abcnews.
go.com, 22 de agosto)

Por el interés en ganancias de 
Wall Street, el ejército EUA ha in-
vadido 74 países en el siglo pasa-
do.  Hubo operaciones militares y 
movimientos de tropas estadoun-
idenses en 14 países en los últi-
mos 15 años que han involucrado 
a miles de soldados, tanques, avi-

ones a reacción, vehículos blinda-
dos y aviones teledirigidos.

El Ministerio de Relaciones Ex-
teriores de Rusia emitió su propia 
advertencia en contra de un ataque 
contra el convoy de asistencia: “Es-
tamos advirtiendo sobre cualquier 
intento de pérdida de esta misión 
que es puramente humanitaria y 
tomó mucho tiempo para preparar 
en condiciones de total transpar-
encia y cooperación con la parte 
ucraniana y [Comité Internacional 
de la Cruz Roja].  Aquellos que es-
tán dispuestos a seguir sacrifican-
do vidas humanas por sus propias 
ambiciones y diseños geopolíticos 
y que están pisoteando grosera-
mente las normas y principios del 
derecho internacional humanitar-
io asumirán la total responsabili-
dad de las posibles consecuencias 
de provocaciones contra el convoy 
de ayuda humanitaria.

“Todas las excusas para retrasar 
la entrega de ayuda a las personas 
en la zona de catástrofe human-
itaria están agotadas.  La parte 
rusa ha tomado la decisión de ac-
tuar.  Nuestra columna con carga 
humanitaria comienza a moverse 
hacia Lugansk”.  (Globalresearch.
ca, 22 de agosto)

La audaz distribución de sum-
inistros en el este de Ucrania se 
llevó a cabo justo antes del evento 
del 24 de agosto en Kiev donde el 
régimen pro-occidental celebraba 
el 23º Día de la Independencia 
de Ucrania.  Los líderes del golpe 
planeaban aprovechar la ocasión 
para pedir aumento del presu-
puesto de defensa.

Previo a la celebración derechis-
ta y desesperados por una victoria 
decisiva contra la insurrección 
popular, las tropas de Kiev, en-
cabezadas por fuerzas fascistas, 
habían intensificado los ataques 
a Lugansk y Donetsk con aviones 
militares, tanques y vehículos 
blindados contra zonas residencia-
les e instalaciones civiles.

El mismo día y en otro tipo de 
respuesta a la celebración fascis-
ta en Kiev, las fuerzas rebeldes 
en Donetsk exhibieron vehículos 
blindados ucranianos destruidos 
en el centro de la plaza de Lenin y 
pasearon a los matones fascistas 
capturados por las calles.

En Donetsk, se estima que un ter-
cio de la población de la ciudad de 1 
millón ha sido evacuada, especial-
mente las/os niños.  Muchos de las/
os que se quedan han vivido durante 
semanas sin electricidad ni agua po-
table, y han pasado días agachadas/
os en refugios antiaéreos.

Funcionarios de la ONU estiman 
que más de 2.000 personas han 
muerto y cerca de 5.000 han resul-
tado heridas en el este de Ucrania 
desde mediados de abril.

Datos retenidos del accidente 
aerolínea de Malasia

Destaca por su ausencia en los 
medios de comunicación corpora-
tivos cualquier mención del derri-
bo del Vuelo MH17 de la Aerolínea 
Malasia el 17 de julio sobre el ter-
ritorio de Ucrania, que mató a las 
298 personas a bordo.

En ese momento, y sin ninguna 
prueba, todos los funcionarios de 
EUA y la OTAN inmediatamente 
culparon a Rusia y los rebeldes de 
Ucrania por el derribo del Boeing 
777.  Utilizaron esta acusación para 
presionar la Unión Europea a im-
poner sanciones a la economía rusa.

El 11 de agosto, el Consejo de Se-
guridad Holandés anunció que un 
informe preliminar se publicaría 
en una semana con la primera con-
statación fáctica de la investigación 
en curso sobre el vuelo que partió 
de Ámsterdam y se estrelló en 
Ucrania.  A los Países Bajos le di-
eron la custodia de la grabadora de 
vuelo, o caja negra, del accidente.

Al 25 de agosto, el gobierno 
holandés había rehusado entregar 
las grabaciones.  (RIA Novosti, 25 
de agosto)  Esto por supuesto, inme-
diatamente plantea la sospecha de 
que las fuerzas de la junta de Kiev 
sean responsable del accidente.

Han surgido preguntas sobre 
por qué las fuerzas de Kiev han 
colocado numerosas baterías an-
tiaéreas BUK en la zona cuando 
los rebeldes no tienen aviones, por 
qué el control de tierra de Kiev 
desvió cientos de kilómetros sobre 
la zona de batalla al vuelo de Mala-
sia, y por qué los datos de control 
del tráfico aéreo de Kiev y los datos 
de radar del vuelo aún no se han 
hecho públicos.

¿Disparó el ejército ucraniano 
al avión de pasajeros simplemente 
para crear una provocación que 
pudiera volverse contra los rebel-
des en el este de Ucrania y Rusia?

Las demandas por una investi-
gación independiente sobre el ac-
cidente aumentan.  Una petición 
plantea el peligro de expansión 
estadounidense de la OTAN y un 
cerco militar de Rusia, y planteó 
la posibilidad de que el accidente 
del vuelo MH17 resultara de un 
intento por asesinar al presidente 
ruso Vladimir Putin, cuyo avión 
regresaba de América del Sur ese 
mismo día.

El silencio de los medios y la au-
sencia de funcionarios estadoun-
idenses ofreciendo cualquier ev-
idencia concreta de sus propios 
satélites espías o radares por más 
de un mes, aumenta las preguntas 
y profundas sospechas del papel 
del régimen golpista de Kiev en el 
accidente y el creciente peligro de 
una expansión militar de EUA y la 
OTAN.  

Cada día la administración de Barack Obama se acerca 
más a una intensificación de la intervención militar en Irak 
y su extensión a Siria. Ya habiendo bombardeado a Irak por 
primera vez desde el 2011, el Pentágono admite el envío de 
drones al espacio aéreo sirio. Al mismo tiempo, Washington y 
sus aliados imperialistas están armando al gobierno regional 
kurdo iraquí en Erbil y al nuevo régimen pro-occidental en 
Bagdad ahora que Nuri al-Maliki ha renunciado a su cargo 
como primer ministro bajo la presión de Washington.

Antes de discutir los acontecimientos debemos afirmar 
nuestra posición. Nos oponemos a cualquier intervención 
militar de Estados Unidos en Irak, Siria u otro lugar en la 
región. Sea el pretexto que sea para intervenir, la verdadera 
razón será la de ampliar los intereses estratégicos y comer-
ciales estadounidenses, y en esta región, para controlar los 
recursos energéticos.

El pretexto para este nuevo impulso guerrerista de EUA 
es el reportado éxito del grupo que se autodenomina Estado 
Islámico al apoderarse de territorios en Irak y Siria. No debe-
mos olvidar que EUA y sus aliados monárquicos en Arabia 
Saudita, Qatar y los Emiratos del Golfo ayudaron a armar y 
financiar al E.I. cuando luchaba sólo contra el gobierno de 
Damasco. Ahora, sin embargo, cada mandatario imperialista 
y sus homólogos desde Egipto a Arabia Saudita y Qatar gritan 
que el E.I. es la encarnación del mal y debe ser erradicado.

La maquinaria de propaganda imperialista de EUA se 
aprovechó de una atrocidad cometida por E.I. que se vio 
en video: el asesinato del periodista estadounidense James 
Foley.

Fue una de las muchas atrocidades cometidas en el mundo 
esa semana. Cohetes israelíes mataron las familias de los lí-
deres de Hamas, incluyendo 500 niños. La policía cerca de St. 
Louis, Misuri, mató a otro hombre afroamericano inocente y 
desarmado en la calle.

La diferencia es que políticos, columnistas y participantes 
en los programas de entrevistas en EUA, tenían todos algo 
que decir sobre esta atrocidad en particular y el por qué el 
E.I. es ahora el peor de los males.

Muy pocos mencionaron que la única razón por la que E.I. 
tiene un apoyo en Irak es porque la invasión y ocupación de 
ese país lo destruyeron en gran parte, mientras quebranta-
ban sus diferentes poblaciones étnicas y religiosas. Y la úni-
ca razón por la que E.I. podría tomar territorios en Siria es 
porque los imperialistas, Turquía y los países del Golfo les 
dieron armas para promover la guerra contra Damasco.

Hasta donde sabemos, nadie en los medios de comuni-
cación aquí mencionó el reciente discurso de Hassan Nas-
rallah, líder de los combatientes libertarios de Hizbolá en 
el Líbano, quien pidió a los pueblos de la región y sus orga-
nizaciones unirse contra el E.I. También advirtió que no se 
puede confiar en los imperialistas para librar esta batalla.

Aunque se considere al E.I. como enemigo de todo lo pro-
gresista, hay que tener cautela con lo que hagan los imperi-
alistas. Siempre que las armas de propaganda se centran en 
algún líder u organización significa que los imperialistas se 
están movilizando para fines reaccionarios.

Cuando Washington impone sanciones, guerra y bloque-
os, no perjudican sólo a los individuos satanizados sino a 
toda la población. En este caso, Washington planea guerra. 
El New York Times publicó un editorial el 25 de agosto pidi-
endo que Obama formara una coalición imperialista para ir 
a la guerra contra el E.I. Y otras voces están pidiendo guerra 
más fuertemente.

Si queremos evitar más daño a los pueblos de Irak y Siria, 
y utilizar los recursos de EUA para la clase trabajadora en 
el país y no malgastarlo en guerras en el exterior, entonces 
tenemos que movilizarnos para evitar que EUA y los otros 
imperialistas intervengan en Irak y Siria.

Los activistas de la Costa Oeste - especialmente del puerto 
de Oakland, California dieron un espléndido ejemplo, cuan-
do evitaron que el buque israelí Zim descargara en protes-
ta contra el ataque a Gaza. No sólo con acciones simbólicas, 
sino interfiriendo en el negocio como de costumbre, seremos 
capaces de interferir con el inicio de una nueva guerra impe-
rialista.

¡Alto a la intervención EUA en Irak y Siria!

FERGUSON ES GAZA  


