
By John Catalinotto

Aug. 11 — President Barack Obama has now be-
come the fourth successive U.S. president to order 
the bombing of Iraq, this time with a “humanitarian” 
pretext. But it soon became clear that Obama’s “hu-
manitarian” excuse was as much a lie as the pretexts 
raised by the other three U.S. presidents and that the 
bombing was aimed at defending U.S. imperialism’s 
corporate and strategic interests.

On Aug. 7, Obama announced the U.S. bombing 
raids on Iraqi soil. He claimed his reason was that 
the fighters of the force known as the Islamic State 
were “barbaric” and were about to carry out “geno-
cide” against a minority religious group in Iraq called 
Yazidis. Some 200,000 Yazidis had fled their home 
villages near the Kurdish region in Iraq.

The corporate media reported that tens of thou-
sands of Yazidis were trapped by a siege of I.S. forces 
on Mount Sinjar, near the Syrian border with Iraq, 
where they had neither food nor water.

Obama said, “Well, today [the U.S.] is coming to 
help [Iraq].” He insisted that this would be limited 
“aid” and that he would not reintroduce U.S. ground 
troops into Iraq. (New York Times, Aug. 7) By Aug. 9, 
Obama admitted the U.S. bombing raids could go on 
for months.

According to German parliament member Ulla 
Jelpke, a spokesperson for the party Die Linke, who 
was on a mission to northern Iraq, it was neither 
U.S. bombs nor the Kurdish regime’s Peshmerga that 
saved tens of thousands of the Yazidis. It was revolu-
tionary guerrilla fighters from the Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK). This liberation organization is on the 
“terrorist list” of the U.S. and the European Union. 
Many Yazidis told her, “God and the PKK saved us.” 
(German daily Junge Welt, Aug. 10)

They all had pretexts

In January 1991, George H.W. Bush ordered a mas-
sive bombing of Baghdad and a military assault against 
the Iraqi army. His pretext was the entry of Iraqi troops 
into Kuwait. Before Iraq’s intervention, however, U.S. 
Ambassador to Iraq April Glaspie had indicated to the 
Iraqi leaders that the U.S. would stay neutral in Iraq’s 
conflict with the Kuwaiti monarchy, which was siphon-
ing off Iraqi oil through slant drilling.

Bill Clinton not only continued his predecessor’s 
murderous sanctions that killed hundreds of thou-
sands of Iraqis, but in December 1998 ordered four 
days of bombing. His pretext was the “dangerous 
weapons” Iraq allegedly had in its arsenal.

George W. Bush ordered the 2003 invasion and 
what turned into an eight-year occupation of Iraq. His 
pretext was the “weapons of mass destruction,” which 
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Marriage equality winning 
after decades of struggle
By Martha Grevatt

More than 700 people rallied in Cincinnati on Aug. 5 
and 6 in support of the right of same-sex couples to mar-
ry. On Aug. 6, a panel of three judges of the U.S. Sixth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals heard attorneys for couples in four 
different states make the case for marriage equality. In 
opposition, attorneys representing the state governments 
of Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee argued that 
those states’ bans on same-sex marriage should be up-
held. The rallies drew people from all over the four states.

Only a handful of isolated individuals opposed to mar-
riage rights were spotted on the day of the court hearing, 
perhaps counting on their prayers to protect so-called 
“traditional marriage.”

The particular circumstances of the courageous cou-
ples who brought suit in each state demonstrate how 
hurtful the denial of the basic right to marry really is. For 
parents, who are among the plaintiffs in all four states, it 
means that they and the children they are raising are not 
a family in the eyes of the law. For an Ohio man who lost 
his husband of 20-plus years — whom he legally married 
in Maryland — to Lou Gehrig’s Disease, it means not be-
ing named on the death certificate as the legal spouse.

Plaintiffs in Michigan and Kentucky have been fighting 
to get married in their home states, while the plaintiffs 
from Ohio and Tennessee want their marriages, already 
performed in other states, recognized in the states where 
they now live.

In each of the four states the state marriage bans were 
deemed unconstitutional in U.S. District Court. The 
states then appealed the rulings, all making the same big-
oted, anti-lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-queer and 
mis ogynistic arguments.

“The state doesn’t have an interest in regulating 
friendships, [it] doesn’t regulate how many people can be 
in a friendship, or how long a friendship has to exist. The 
thing that changes, and the reason the state has an in-

terest in marriage, is because marriage is linked to chil-
dren,” said Aaron Lindstrom for the state of Michigan. 
“It’s rational for the state to have an interest in promoting 
marriage so that it will be more likely that a child will 
have both a mother and a father, and will have the bene-
fits of having both a mother and father.”

Kentucky’s brief was even more ridiculous, arguing 
that “stable birth rates support long-term economic sta-
bility.” (MSNBC, Aug. 6) There was not much variation in 
the cases to uphold the bans in Tennessee and Ohio.

The other main argument was that the ban should be 
upheld because it was the will of the voters to pass con-
stitutional amendments defining marriage as being be-
tween “one man and one woman.” That argument essen-
tially means that the civil rights of any oppressed group 
can be denied whenever right-wing bigots can sway a ma-
jority to vote against them. Judges have overwhelmingly 
rejected that argument.

It is particularly ironic to hear the “voters’ rights” ar-
gument from Michigan, where two years ago the voters 
overturned legislation allowing the governor to appoint 
an emergency manager — a dictator — over any munici-
pality or school district deemed economically challenged. 
Immediately the state Legislature passed a nearly iden-
tical bill, through which Gov. Rick Snyder has stripped 
democratic control from Detroit and other majority Afri-
can-American cities.

The LGBTQ communities have been on a winning 
streak, with the District of Columbia and 19 states — 
where 44 percent of the country’s population resides 
— having legalized same-sex marriage since the win in 
Massachusetts 10 years ago.

This is not because the courts — historically defenders 
of the status quo when there is no popular movement to 
challenge them — have suddenly become enlightened. We 
are gaining ground now because, 35 years after the hero-
ic Stonewall Rebellion, we have stayed in the streets and 
been uncompromising in demanding our basic rights. 



 workers.org Aug. 21, 2014 Page 3

Grocery workers fight back

Guitar Center unfair to workers

‘Water for Gaza 
  and Detroit!’
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By John Catalinotto 
New York

Scabby the Rat made an unusual ap-
pearance on 44th Street west of Broad-
way on Aug. 8, with a guitar slung across 
his chest. He was staring at the entrance 
to the Guitar Center, the largest musical 
instrument retailer in the U.S., with 315 
stores and 10,000 workers. The union 
rat is usually a sign of labor struggle, and 
this time was no exception.

Last year the Department Store Union 
(RWDSU) won elections at three Guitar 
Center stores, in New York, Chicago and 
Las Vegas. So far Guitar Center has re-
fused to sign a collective bargaining con-
tract with the union.

On Aug. 5, Richard Trumka, the head 
of the AFL-CIO labor federation, ac-
cused Guitar Center ownership of using 
“shameful” tactics to avoid signing a con-
tract with the unionized workers.

“The fight against Bain Capital and 
Ares Management for fair pay and decent 
health care for the Guitar Center workers 
is what the labor movement is all about,” 
Trumka said at RWDSU’s convention in 
Orlando, Fla. “The dirty tactics of Bain 
and Ares have been shameful and ugly. I 
want every Guitar Center worker to know 
the entire AFL-CIO and every one of our 
affiliates stand behind them in their ef-
forts to win a fair contract.”

The RWDSU has filed unfair labor 
practice charges with the National La-
bor Relations Board, alleging that Guitar 
Center has stalled in bargaining talks and 
“punished” workers who voted in favor of 
representation.

By Abayomi Azikiwe 
Editor, Pan-African News Wire 
Detroit

In an effort to calm the storms related 
to the massive water shutoffs in Detroit, 
corporate Mayor Mike Duggan issued a 
so-called “10-point plan” at a press con-
ference on Aug. 7. Included in Duggan’s 
plan were steps to give residents a (mere) 
one-week notice before shutoff; to reduce 
the down payment required on arrearag-
es from 30 percent of the amount owed 
to 10 percent; and to waive late penalties 
and turn-on restoration fees through the 
expiration of the shutoff moratorium on 
Aug. 25. In addition, Duggan claims the 
customer service staff at the Detroit Wa-
ter and Sewerage Department will be in-
creased by 50 percent by Aug. 18.

The issue of an indefinite moratorium 
was not discussed, and neither was the 
role of the banks and the drive toward 
privatization of the DWSD. Duggan’s 
rhetoric feigned concern about the way in 
which the shutoff campaign by Emergen-
cy Manager Kevyn Orr was handled, but 
did not criticize the outright terror being 
inflicted on the people in this majority 
African-American city.

It was an activist from the Moratorium 
NOW! Coalition to Stop Foreclosures, 
Evictions & Utility Shutoffs whose tes-
timony July 15 objecting to the “plan of 
adjustment” brought the issue of water 
shutoffs into the city’s federal bankrupt-
cy case. The ensuing publicity and a mass 
march on July 18 helped win a temporary 
moratorium and then an extension.

Detroit activists are not letting up the 
pressure on a number of fundamental is-

The union now alleges 
that Guitar Center manage-
ment has made a show of 
addressing workers’ griev-
ances — but only at the com-
pany’s 312 non-union stores. 
In a letter to the labor board, 
union spokespeople insisted 
that the company was “pun-
ishing the RWDSU repre-
sented employee[s] for join-
ing the Union.” (Huffington 
Post, Aug. 5)

The leaflet workers hand-
ed out near the guitar-wield-
ing rat asked passersby to 
call Guitar Center corporate 
headquarters at 818-735-
8800 and “tell CEO Mike 
Pratt that you’re a Guitar 
Center customer and you 
think the workers deserve a 
fair contract, or tweet him @
GuitarCenterCEO.” 

sues, including the right to water services 
and the role of the banks in the crisis. The 
Moratorium NOW! Coalition stresses the 
connection between U.S. domestic policy 
against the nationally oppressed and the 
working class here and war and econom-
ic exploitation of people in developing 
countries around the world.

Another Freedom Friday

Freedom Friday 13 on Aug. 8 started at 
the DWSD headquarters, where a picket 
line was held. Participants then marched 
to the Chase Bank in the financial dis-
trict for a picket and rally. Attention was 
drawn to Chase and the interest-rate 
swaps terminated in 2012, where the 
water department paid out $537 million 
to Chase and three other criminal loan 
shark banks — United Bank of Switzer-
land, Bank of America and Morgan Stan-
ley. Speakers also condemned the role of 
Chase in the home mortgage and munic-
ipal fraud that has helped shape the dire 
economic conditions in Detroit.

The Freedom Friday demonstration 
then headed to the federal courthouse 
where a Gaza solidarity protest was tak-
ing place. Palestine solidarity activists 
cheered as the Freedom Friday marchers 
joined them. This is the same courthouse 
where numerous protests have taken 
place against the emergency manage-
ment and forced bankruptcy of the city.

The two groupings demonstrated in 
support of the rights of the peoples of De-
troit and of Palestine. The link between 
the siege of Gaza and the emergency 
management and the drive to privatize 
services in Detroit was made, including 
access to water. 

By Gerry Scoppettuolo 
Boston

Thousands of workers at 71 Market 
Basket stores in New England have been 
engaged in a job action since July 17, when 
a hostile takeover within the compa-
ny’s board ousted the then current CEO, 
Arthur T. Demoulas. The mostly white 
super visory and managerial staff of the 
grocery chain has been organizing weekly 
rallies of thousands of workers, their fam-
ilies and supporters demanding that the 
fired CEO be restored along with the ben-
efits and bonuses that go only to full-time, 
mostly managerial staff.

Not surprisingly, the Boston Globe and 
local television stations have been “ex-
plaining” the job action as a plea by dis-
gruntled workers to have their benevolent 
and “fatherly” CEO restored as head of 
the company.

But, as usual with the corporate-owned 
media, there is much more to this story 
that is not being told. The overwhelming 
majority of the 27,000 workers involved 
are part-time immigrant, Latino/a and 
African-American baggers, cashiers, 
stockers and deli clerks making $8 an 
hour. They receive no benefits, no hol-
iday or sick pay and must obtain their 
own health insurance through the states’ 
Medicaid websites. Their hours have 
been cut back to one day a week.

According to dozens of these work-
ers that WW talked with in the Somer-
ville, Mass., store, none of the striking 
and anti-union managers are organizing 
the part-timers to even be aware of their 
rights. Few, if any, part-time workers get 
the much ballyhooed bonuses that the 
managers do, but even this is gross ex-
ploitation since the base salaries stay at 
near minimum wage levels despite the 
bonuses. Market Basket is also notorious 
for taking advantage of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, which allows for workers 
as young as 14 to be hired.

The Market Basket board of directors 
is soliciting bids to buy the company and 
stands to make billions of dollars in prof-
its (unpaid wages) if they are successful. 
They have already taken $300 million in 
retirement funds from workers and di-
verted it to the board. They have also de-

clared that all protesting workers would 
be terminated by Aug. 4 and are organiz-
ing “job fairs” to hire scab replacement 
workers. Market Basket workers have 
picketed that operation and few have ap-
plied for jobs, according to press reports.

Joe Hansen, president of the 1.3 mil-
lion member United Food and Commer-
cial Workers Union, issued a statement 

of solidarity and UFCW Local 1445 is 
reaching out to the part-time work force. 
UFCW has been organizing a low-wage 
worker campaign at Walmart for over a 
year, fighting to improve the same kind of 
working conditions for Walmart workers.

Local residents in communities served 
by Market Basket are boycotting the 
stores, which have not sold dairy prod-

ucts or fresh produce for weeks. Members 
of the multinational working class who 
normally shop at Market Basket for their 
low prices and wide variety of food are 
boycotting stores during this job action 
and at least one local community support 
committee is being organized.

Gerry Scoppettuolo is a former member 
of UFCW Local 1557 in Nashville, Tenn.
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Activists confront NYC mayor over killer cops
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By Henry Hagins

“The prevailing ideas [in society] are 
those of the ruling class,” said Karl Marx. 
Carried a step further, this stroke of pro-
found clarity can deeply influence and 
govern the behavior of a myriad of soci-
etal institutions, both public and private. 
Underlying hostility exists in many of 
them, particularly toward people of color, 
yet whites outside of a certain class may 
experience it, too. The bedrock of this 
discord is found in the philosophy and 
practice of the capitalist state itself.

Open and hidden agendas are con-
tained in both sectors, with their inher-
ent mission to primarily serve the inter-
ests of the wealthy, the corporations and 
the oppressive machinery of government 
on many integral levels. Targeted popula-
tions are the subjects of stringent social 
controls, lest they be allowed to duplicate 
the “turmoil” they created in the latter 
period of the 20th century and today 
where resentment remains for what they 
audaciously did to upset “peaceful” rule.

Michelle Alexander highlights this 
vindictive practice in her book “The New 
Jim Crow.” The “war on drugs” was its 
stated agenda and its long discredited 
excuse. The hidden agenda was meant to 
roll back the modest gains wrested from 
the rulers during the turbulent 1950s 
and 1960s via the Civil Rights and hu-
man rights struggles.

Eric Garner, who was killed on July 17 
when a cop, attempting to arrest him for 
selling untaxed cigarettes, wrestled him 
to the ground using a deadly chokehold, 

was born into this soon-to-be emerging 
environment of government reprisal. It 
was under the highly offensive regime of 
Mayor Rudolph Guiliani (1994-2001) that 
then New York Police Department Com-
missioner William Bratton perfected his 
infamous “broken windows” theory in 
the 1990s. In the main, Latinos/as and 
Blacks were the experimental subjects. 
They notoriously ballooned the pris-
on-industrial complex against their will. 
Even so-called squeegee-men were driv-
en from the streets.

They were relegated to the status of 
noncompetitors in a dwindling job mar-
ket. After all, even then corporations had 
begun “investing” overseas in pursuit of 
cheaper labor. What is to be done with 
a marginalized surplus population that 
can’t be removed outright?

New York Mayor Bill de Blasio rehired 
Bratton after running on a platform of 
reining in the excesses of police “stop-
and-frisk” practices. Both President 
Barack Obama and de Blasio have used 
elements of African ancestry to curry 
support — and to muffle potential oppo-
sition from within communities of color 
as they fulfill their political and financial 
obligations to the ruling class.

Eric Garner fell into the category of the 
expendable — not to his family or commu-
nity — but to those who wield tremendous 
power in the operation of this society. The 
NYPD remains one of the central vehicles 
used to carry out this disgraceful task. 
Putting aside Bratton’s proposal for so-
called “more training” for police, in the po-
lice academy and in the larger society, po-

lice are encouraged to view folks like Eric 
Garner with disdain and contempt. They 
are, after all, “outsiders.” Besides, police 
can move up in rank and salary with a sig-
nificant number of street busts, can’t they?

Demand justice for Eric Garner

Eric Garner’s family has every right 
to pursue all the avenues available to 
them in their quest for justice. The find-
ing of “homicide” in his death by New 
York City’s chief medical examiner is an 
important piece in that effort. Howev-
er, shouts of “Amen” should be backed 
up with words of caution. The injustices 
committed in Rodney King’s and Tray-
von Martin’s cases tell us that the media, 
lawyers, Patrolmen’s Benevolent Associ-
ation leaders and the state itself will lock 
arms to help their troops escape vigorous 
prosecution in the face of overwhelming 
evidence pointing to their guilt.

There are cries from a variety of sourc-
es that claim “the system is broken.” This 
sentiment fails to take into account that 
its very design and construction assure 
that the system does precisely what it 
was set in motion to do: oppress a certain 
class of people so as to prevent them from 
being in the position to effectively chal-
lenge the rule of those in power.

The disappointment for those who 
mistakenly believe that the “system is 
broken” lies in the illusion that by rub-
bing elbows, eating meals, swallowing 
drinks and getting elected to public of-
fice with those who hold real power, they 
have arrived at a measure of acceptance 
and equality. It is false.

Ramsey Orta has been rewarded for 
his temerity in recording Garner’s demise 
at the brutal hands of the New York police 
on his phone camera. Early on Aug. 2, he 
was arrested on an alleged gun posses-
sion charge. It is payback.

Police frame-ups are not unusu-
al events. A classic case in point is the 
crude and grossly dishonest framing of 
freedom fighter and journalist Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, imprisoned in Pennsylvania 
for well over 30 years. Supporters remain 
determined to free him. Enthusiasm in 
this monumental endeavor remains un-
daunted — and rightly so.

New York City Councilmember Inez 
Barron is leading a march, along with 
others, in the Brownsville neighborhood 
in Brooklyn to protest the 75th Precinct’s 
infamous rating as the number two dis-
trict in New York for issuing summonses 
against its Black and Latino/a residents. 
The protest will also denounce recent po-
lice abuse of Black women. In well-to-do 
neighborhoods, this kind of insult never 
happens. Venture to guess why?

Already the usual suspects, as politi-
cal Pied Pipers, are blowing their horns 
and selling woof-tickets amid the cries of 
“No justice, no peace!” Oppressed com-
munities have been down this potholed 
avenue before.

Outgunned ideologically, politically 
and militarily, under-siege communities 
must develop new strategies, based on 
scientific class analysis, that will provide 
time-honored — and newly minted — 
methods of responding to unmistakable 
examples of state-sponsored terrorism. 
Embedded in this construction must be 
an uncompromising spirit of resistance 
akin to the dynamic example being dis-
played, at great sacrifice, by the people 
of Palestine. It is suited to the situation 
found in these environs.

Workers World newspaper produced 
the best editorial this author has read 
about police and their mission, entitled 
“Police are not workers.” Published years 
ago, it should be reprinted today.

Henry Hagins is a co-chairperson of the 
Free Mumia Abu-Jamal Coalition (NYC).

Special to Workers World 
New York City

A flying squad of activists from New 
Yorkers Against Bratton confronted May-
or Bill de Blasio as he left the Preschool 

Nation Summit in Manhattan’s SoHo 
neighborhood Aug. 5. They chanted, 
“Hey, hey, de Blasio! Bratton’s got to go!” 
and “Justice for Eric Garner!”

Democrat de Blasio swept to victory last 
year on his reputation as a progressive and 

on campaign prom-
ises to end stop-and-
frisk racial profiling. 
But once elected, his 
appointment to head 
the New York Police 
Department was Bill 
Bratton — the archi-
tect of stop-and-frisk 
under arch-racist 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
in the 1990s.

As police rushed 
de Blasio into his 

G U E S T  C O M M E N T A R Y

Actions in Texas have countered the 
racist, anti-immigrant outpouring against 
the tens of thousands of migrant children 
who have fled their Central American 
homelands to come to the United States. 
As U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz was speaking at a 
Houston restaurant on Aug. 1, a demon-
stration against Cruz’ anti-immigrant 
message took place outside. It was vis-
ible through the windows to all inside. 
Protesters were from the Women and 
Children Welcoming Committee, FIEL 
(Familias Inmigrantes y Estudiantes en la 
Lucha) and Houston No Están Solos.

There was also a counterprotest on Aug. 
2 in Conroe, Texas, some 40 miles north of 
Houston, to a right-wing, anti-immigrant 
outpouring. It was organized by immigrant 
rights activists in Conroe and supported by 
activists who came from Houston.

Protests welcome migrant children
TEXAS

Eric Garner & the capitalist state

By Mumia Abu-Jamal

Printed from a July 13 audio column 
aired by Prison Radio at prisonradio.org.

I’ve been watching for days now, as 
media reports display the growing ha-
treds at the arrival of Central American 
children across the Mexican-U.S. border.

American voices crackle with bile as 
they begin the drumbeat for their imme-
diate deportation.

Vile names are called against them, 
and they are described as “invaders,” 
“sick” and “dirty.”

In truth, they are refugees from want 
and war, almost all the result of U.S. in-
terventions in Central America in sup-
port of murderous military governments 
and the mindless drug war.

These are the grandchildren of NAFTA 
[the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment], the economic policy which leached 
wealth from Mexico and its neighbors for 
U.S. corporate greed.

That said, this antipathy shown toward 

sport utility vehicle, protesters loudly 
demanded that he fire racist New York 
Police Commissioner Bratton and end his 
“broken windows” policing policy that 
racially profiles Black, Latino/a and other 
New Yorkers of color.

It was this type of occupation-style polic-
ing championed by Bratton that led to the 
NYPD murder July 17 of  African-American 
father of six Eric Garner by an illegal 
chokehold in Staten Island. Police claimed 
they went after Garner because he was al-
legedly selling individual cigarettes.

“Mayor de Blasio is appearing at this 
summit to talk about early childhood 
education,” said parent and activist Greg 
Butter field. “But what kind of education 
is he giving the children of New York 
when his police kill their parents and 
family members?” 

— Report and photo by Gloria Rubac

When children             are ‘the enemy’
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Renisha McBride’s killer: ‘Guilty’
By Abayomi Azikiwe 
Editor, Pan-African News Wire 
Detroit

A Wayne County jury on Aug. 7 found 
Theodore Wafer, 55, of Dearborn Heights, 
Mich., a Detroit suburb, guilty on all 
charges, including second-degree mur-
der, in the death of 19-year-old  African- 
American Renisha McBride. Wafer could 
face up to life in prison after a sentencing 
hearing scheduled for Aug. 25.

 McBride’s killing on Nov. 2 prompted 
mass demonstrations demanding justice. 
The case attracted international atten-
tion when police did not initially arrest 
Wafer even though he admitted he had 
shot McBride to death outside his home.

McBride had been involved in a car ac-
cident just before she walked onto Wafer’s 
porch and began knocking on his door. 
Wafer came to the door and shot her and 
then gave contradictory statements re-
garding the reasons he killed her.

Wafer had initially told police that the 
shooting was an accident. However, when 
Wafer took the witness stand in his own 
trial he attempted to convince the jury 
that he was frightened by McBride and 
shot her thinking she was attempting to 
break into his home.

No damage was done to the house when 
McBride walked onto Wafer’s porch. She 

was not armed and made no attempt to 
enter the home forcefully.

Defendant’s lies exposed during trial

Wafer contradicted his initial state-
ments to the police during testimony in 
the trial, revealing to the jury and ob-
servers that he was not credible.

According to CBS local news, “Prose-
cutors in their closing arguments repeat-
edly emphasized that Wafer had easier 
options than to directly confront Mc-
Bride.” (Aug. 7)

“She was a young girl looking for help,” 
prosecutor Patrick Muscat told jurors. 
“What he did had to be immediately 
necessary and it wasn’t. It was reckless. 
It was negligent. I don’t know how to de-
scribe it. It was horrific,” said Muscat.

Muscat asked, “How about shutting the 
door? How about calling 911? No, what he 
does is he engages. He creates the con-
frontation.”

McBride’s parents appeared satisfied 
with the verdict. Monica McBride, Re-
nisha’s mother, talked to reporters af-
ter the verdict was announced. “Her life 
mattered, and we showed that,” McBride 
stated. She said the prosecutors “did a 
wonderful job proving their burden that 
they had. ... They had a heavy burden, but 
they made it through.”

Walter Simmons, McBride’s father, de-

scribed Wafer as “a cold-blooded killer.” 
Simmons said: “He didn’t even know her. 
... She was a beautiful young lady, you 
know. She had things going for her.”

Racist killings not isolated

This verdict represented a departure 
from the often typical response of law 
enforcement agencies and prosecutors in 
pursuing cases involving violence carried 
out by whites against African Americans. 
With the tragic killing of McBride taking 
place a year after a “not guilty” verdict 
for George Zimmerman in the killing of 
17-year-old Trayvon Martin, progressives 
and anti-racists did not want the same 
situation to prevail.

After the acquittal of Zimmerman in 
Florida, there were mass demonstrations 
and rebellions across the United States 
in July 2013. When police did not arrest 
Wafer in the shooting death of McBride, 
demonstrations were held in Dearborn 
Heights demanding that charges be filed 
by the Wayne County prosecutor.

The Aug. 9 police killing of Michael 
Brown, 18, in Ferguson, Mo., has sparked 
mass demonstrations and a rebellion led 
by African-American youth. Brown had 
just graduated from high school and was 
scheduled to begin college two days be-
fore his death.

Spotlighting another violent, racist in-

cident, a video of Marlene Pinnock being 
beaten July 1 by a California Highway Pa-
trol officer has received wide attention. 
Pinnock, who is African American, gave 
her first interview Aug. 10 after being re-
leased from the hospital for medical treat-
ment for injuries sustained in the beating.

Pinnock said of the patrol officer that 
attacked her on the expressway, “He 
grabbed me, he threw me down, he start-
ed beating me, he beat me. I felt like he 
was trying to kill me, beat me to death.” 
(Associated Press, Aug. 10)

As the crisis within the capitalist sys-
tem in the U.S. further deepens, racists 
and law enforcement agents will intensify 
their attacks on the oppressed. These acts 
of racist violence are well rooted within 
the history and political culture of the 
U.S., which was founded on the forced re-
moval and genocide of the Native peoples 
as well as the abductions, enslavement 
and superexploitation of the African 
masses for over two centuries.

Mass organizations, civil rights groups 
and all concerned activists must mobilize 
nationally to effectively put an end to rac-
ist violence in all its forms. Through such 
a process, genuine multinational solidar-
ity can be built, which will lay the basis 
for a society devoid of racism and nation-
al oppression. 

Racist horrors at Rikers Island
By Caleb T. Maupin 
New York

New York City’s Correctional Facility at 
Rikers Island is at the center of a grow-
ing scandal. The number of reported in-
cidents of extreme cruelty and wrongful 
death are beginning to add up. A recently 
released document from the city’s inde-
pendent Department of Investigation has 
added fuel to the fire.

Jeremy Murdough, a 75-year-old 
homeless African-American veteran, was 
arrest ed in February for trespassing in a 
stairwell, trying to keep warm in freez-
ing temperatures. He was taken to Rikers 
Island, where he died a few days later. 
Murdough died because “malfunctioning 
equipment” kept his cell at over 100 de-

grees for several days, which caused his 
organs to fail. As a prison official told the 
Associated Press, “He baked to death.” 
(March 19)

Documents released by the Depart-
ment of Health and Mental Hygiene, 
which handles medical care at Rikers, 
tell of further atrocities. In one incident, 
three corrections officers beat an inmate 
bloody and then falsely declared him to 
be suicidal to cover their actions. Video 
proves that officers tied a noose with the 
inmate’s pants to back up their claim. 
(newsone.com, July 22)

In 2012, two corrections officers beat a 
handcuffed man and then falsified docu-
ments to cover it up. Their misdeed was 
discovered. However, the Bronx district 
attorney has declined to prosecute them. 
(New York Times, Aug. 5)

New York City will pay a settlement 
of $2.75 million to the family of Ronald 
Spear, a 52-year-old man who died due to 
“blunt force trauma” applied to his head by 
guards. His death was ruled a homicide, 
but again no criminal charges have been 
brought against the officers. (NYT, July 21)

In more than 129 incidents in 2013, 
inmates suffered serious injuries requir-
ing medical treatment outside the prison 
due to brutalization by guards. The July 
14 New York Times wrote, “77 percent 
of the seriously injured inmates had re-
ceived a mental illness diagnosis,” and 
the vast majority of these 129 prisoners 
were beaten after they were handcuffed.

Between January and May of this year, 
there have been an additional 1,844 in-
cidents involving the “use of force” by 
guards. (NYT, June 24)

On Aug. 4, the Justice Department re-
leased a study of Rikers guards’ violent 
conduct toward youth from 2011 to 2013. 
It found that as of October 2012, nearly 
44 percent of male youth had been “sub-
jected to the use of force by the correc-
tional staff.” (NYT, Aug. 6)

Racism and prison profits

Rikers Island is a waterlocked penal 

colony. No one enters the island without 
permission from the Department of Cor-
rections. The facility holds approximate-
ly 12,300 inmates at any given time. The 
overwhelming majority of the inmates 
are always Black and Brown.

Most inmates on Rikers Island have 
been sentenced for petty crimes involving 
drugs or theft. There are also thousands 
of prisoners awaiting trial who can’t make 
bail. After 16-year-old  African Ameri-
can Kalief Browder from the Bronx was 
arrested, he waited at Rikers for three 
years because his family could not af-
ford the $10,000 bail. He was finally re-
leased without charges. Now 20 years 
old, Browder told WABC-TV, “They just 
dismissed the case and they think it’s all 
right. No apology, no nothing.” (alternet.
org, Nov. 25)

Rikers Island is highly privatized, with 
many different contractors employed by 
the city to handle food, medical care, drug 
treatment and other functions. The New 
York City Independent Budget Office de-
termined that the cost of Rikers Island is 
approximately $167,000 per inmate every 
year. (15minutenews.com, Aug. 23, 2013)

With its record of harsh conditions and 
brutality, Rikers Island is not unique. Con-
ditions like those at Rikers are common in 
prisons and jails throughout the country.

Over 2.5 million people are locked up 
in the United States. The majority are Af-
rican American and Latino/a, and nearly 
all of them are low-income workers. Like 
at Rikers Island, high profits are being 
made all over the U.S. by corporations 
contracted to manage prison services. 
Locking up millions of people across the 
country is a multibillion-dollar industry. 
In many states, “private prisons,” which 
are operated entirely by profit-making 
entities, have been established.

Concentration camps for the poor

The proliferation of police, prisons and 
other manifestations of state repression 
in the U.S. is widely visible. Schools are 
rapidly becoming staffed with police 

officers and equipped with metal detec-
tors, and students are frequently sub-
jected to drug searches and lockdowns. 
In Texas and other states, disciplinary 
matters are being turned into criminal 
proceedings, with legal citations being 
filed for classroom misconduct.

This rise of prisons and state repression 
is being met with resistance. Michelle Al-
exander’s book “The New Jim Crow” has 
popularized opposition to mass incarcer-
ation and its blatant racism. Dr. Cornel 
West and the Rev. Stephen Phelps of Riv-
erside Church in New York have been out-
spoken in their opposition to the rise of 
prisons and have called for protests and 
acts of civil disobedience.

Cecily McMillan, the Occupy Wall 
Street activist who was recently released 
from Rikers Island after being convict-
ed of assaulting a police officer, wrote 
a piece for the July 23 New York Times 
exposing the conditions she observed. 
McMillan described how a Latina inmate 
named Judith died as a result of not re-
ceiving proper medical care.

The struggle against the growing pris-
on system is increasingly linked to the 
struggle to defend civil liberties, the 
movement against cuts in social services 
and the overall class struggle. The pro-
tests against mass incarceration are just 
one part of anti-capitalist resistance, with 
the potential to emerge much stronger as 
the crisis continues. Activists are saying 
things like: “Imagine if New York City 
spent the $167,000 per inmate on a jobs 
program instead. People could be hired to 
do useful work. Poverty and crime could 
be reduced, not perpetuated.”

Sam Marcy, the founder of Workers 
World Party, called prisons “concentra-
tion camps for the poor.” He raised the 
slogan “Tear down the walls” when build-
ing opposition to the racist prison sys-
tem. With continuing horrors like those 
exposed at Rikers Island and the ongoing 
suffering of millions, calls by revolution-
aries to overthrow the capitalist state will 
be heard by many. 

children is deeply disturbing.
It reminds me of the era of World War 

II, when a bill was submitted in Congress 
to allow the entry of thousands of Ger-
man-Jewish children. The Wagner-Rog-
ers bill would’ve saved 20,000 kids liv-
ing in Germany, but President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt opposed it and the bill 
quickly died.

Actually, many American elites op-
posed it, including Roosevelt’s cousin, 
Laura Delano Houghtelling, and wife of 
the U.S. Immigration Commission, who 
argued, “20,000 charming children would 
all too soon grow into 20,000 ugly adults.”

Such crude racism portrays the ugliness 
of Americans, and the day will come when 
we will look back at how these children are 
treated today and we will not feel pride.

This frenzy, this political and social 
fear whipped up by petty, ambitious poli-
ticians will yet pass.

But left behind will be our shame — at 
how a nation that claims so much great-
ness can be both so small and so cruel. 

When children             are ‘the enemy’
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More U.S. demos 
for Palestine

New York, Aug. 9 — Once again, mid-
town Manhattan became the setting for 
a powerful demonstration of solidarity 
with the people of Gaza today.

Even as many angry thousands rallied 
outside CNN headquarters at Columbus 
Circle and then marched across town to fill 
the United Nation’s Dag Hammarskjold 
Plaza, Israel was once more launching 
missiles at the densely populated strip of 
land that houses 1.8 million Palestinians.

At one point, the densely packed march 
emblazoned with many banners and 
signs stretched from Fifth to Lexington 
avenues, nearly half a mile.

Today’s protest was called by a quickly 
formed coalition which brought togeth-
er many communities that have been 
struggling for freedom and justice, from 
the Palestinian diaspora to the Afri-
can-American movement to immigrants 
from elsewhere in the Middle East, Latin 
America, the Philippines, Korea and Pa-

brought up the police chokehold killing of 
Eric Garner as an example of the brutality 
of occupation forces in oppressed commu-
nities, from Gaza to New York.

While the demands for Israel to stop 
its assault on Gaza were paramount, the 
demonstration strongly affirmed the right 
of the Palestinian people to their homeland 
and assailed the U.S. for arming Israel to 
protect imperialist interests in the region.

— Deirdre Griswold

kistan. Several Jewish organizations that 
oppose the Israeli Zionist state partici-
pated, including an Orthodox delegation 
that walked all the way from Brooklyn in 
order to keep the Sabbath.

Among the notables speaking at the 
rally were African-American educator 
Cornel West, journalist Chris Hedges and 
former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark. Sara Flounders of the International 
Action Center, a co-chair of the rally, was 
widely credited with pulling it together.

Other speakers included Lamis Deek 
of the Al-Awda Palestine Right to Return 
Coalition; Joe Lombardo of the United 
National Antiwar Coalition; Brandon 
Davis from Jewish Voice for Peace; Raja 
Abdulhaq of American Muslims for Pales-

tine; Michael Letwin of Labor for Pales-
tine; Glen Ford of Black Agenda Report; 
Teresa Gutierrez of the May 1st Coalition 
for Worker and Immigrant Rights; Susie 
Abdel from Students 4 Justice in Pales-
tine; Larry Holmes of the Peoples Power 
Assembly; and Bill Dores of the IAC.

Parallels were drawn between Israel 
targeting children and the cruel treat-
ment migrant youth from Central Amer-
ica get at the U.S. border. Marchers also 
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must fight for it as well,” said Hurst.
WW spoke with Malak Khader, a Pal-

estinian-American woman with the 
Muslim Association of Huntington who 
attended the event. Khader has family in 
the West Bank and told of their treatment 
under Israeli rule. “Any Palestinian in any 
area is subjected to Israeli ‘enforcement,’ 
which could mean a number of things. 
My family in Palestine tells us constantly 
that Israeli forces make rounds in their 
village frequently to make sure that there 
are no protests or whispers of protests. 
Any time a tank comes through the vil-
lage, the children run and hide in fear be-
cause of what they have seen in Gaza and 
other parts of Palestine.”

Khader emphasized the need for peo-
ple living in the U.S. to do all they can 
to stop the U.S. from aiding Israel: “The 
United States plays such a crucial role in 
Israel’s success and I don’t think people 
realize how much it affects Palestinians; 
it’s as if Palestinians are being kicked 
when they’re already down.”

— Report and photo by Benji Pyles

estine for a rally honoring the victims of 
the Israeli attack on Gaza at the Church 
of St. Luke and St. Matthew. There, 
Puerto Rican, Palestinian, Jewish and 
Black community leaders all spoke out 
against Zionism.

— Report and photo by Anne Pruden

HUNTINGTON, W.VA.
Around 50 people attended a candle-

light vigil commemorating the victims 
of Israel’s aggression on Gaza organized 
by Appalachians for a Free Palestine on 
Aug. 7. Activists from the Muslim Asso-
ciation of Huntington; Students for Ap-
palachian Socialism; the anti-imperialist 
youth group Fight Imperialism, Stand 
Together (FIST); and the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association of Huntington at-
tended the event. Songs were sung and 
stories written by Palestinians about 
their experiences during the Israeli at-
tacks were read aloud.

Event organizer Jess Hurst told WW 
that seeing the aggression on Gaza and 
the denial of the Palestinians’ right to 
self-determination motivated her to call 
for the event. “I had been following the 
news coverage of the attack on Gaza, and 
I felt compelled to help the Palestinian 
people in any way that I could. I believe 
in Palestine’s right to clean drinking 
water, to electricity, to food, to safety, to 
self-determination in every facet of their 
existence. But believing is not enough; I 

BROOKLYN, N.Y.
Several hundred activists marched for 

Palestine past Barclays Center — whose 
namesake bank profits from arms sales to 
Israel — on the afternoon of Aug. 11. Re-
ceiving a good response from many peo-
ple they passed, they were soon joined by 
several hundred more supporters of Pal-

Brooklyn, N.Y., Aug. 11

Huntington, W.Va., Aug. 7

Aug. 9

WW PHOTO: JOE PIETTE

Los Angeles, Aug. 10
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Israel causes Gaza health crisis

By Mumia Abu-Jamal

July 30 — Six years ago, when Israel 
launched its blitzkrieg against Gaza, it 
left only after some 700 Gazans — men, 
women and children — were dead.

This occurred under George W. Bush, 
with the U.S. neocon administration 
winking, nodding and blowing kisses of 
approval.

Today, under neoliberal rule, we see 
that something indeed has changed un-
der President Barack Obama: It has got-
ten worse.

For this time, Israel may double the 
death toll from July 2008. It’s already 
close, with 1,350 deaths of Palestinians 
[more than 1,900 as of Aug. 11 — WW].

When one looks at the news, one must 
remember the old adage that “in war, the 
first casualty is truth.” For despite the 
[public relations] war that projects Israel 
as “avoiding civilian casualties” in their 
battle against the government of Hamas, 
the fact is Israel intentionally targets ci-
vilians, which is a war crime.

Don’t take my word for it.
Zeev Schiff is Israel’s pre-eminent 

military analyst, and he has stated in 
Ha’aretz newspaper, “The Israeli Army 
has always struck civilian populations.” 
Schiff added that they did so “purposely 
and consciously.”

Schiff explained that the Army “has 
never distinguished civilian (from mili-
tary) targets… (but) purposely attacked 
civilian targets.” (Noam Chomsky and 
Ilan Pappe, “Gaza in Crisis: Reflections 

on Israel’s War Against the Palestinians.” 
Chicago, Il.: Haymarket, 2010, p. 82)

One wouldn’t know this listening to 
U.S. news coverage, which makes Pales-
tinian suffering virtually invisible while 
privileging Israeli voices and perspec-
tives, even when absurd.

Lost too is the real source of this car-
nage: over half a century of Israeli viola-
tions of international law by massive land 
theft, water theft and the imposition of 
a cruel military occupation by a settler, 
colonialist state which had no use for the 
Indigenous peoples of Palestine, and yet 
lusts for its lands.

Gaza has become an open air prison 
— the largest on Earth — presided over 
by an apartheid government that kills its 
inhabitants like it’s killing chickens.

Obama, echoing his predecessor, Bush, 
talks about Israel’s massacres by saying, 
“Israel has the right to defend itself.”

But one wonders: Doesn’t Palestine 
have the same rights, as well? 

By Sharon Eolis

Imagine living on the Gaza Strip, an 
outdoor prison 25 miles long and about 5 
1/2 miles wide, where 1.7 million Palestin-
ians reside. The sea is contaminated with 
sewage because four sewage plants have 
no fuel to run the generators to treat hu-
man waste, due to a lack of funds to buy 
the fuel. The few plants left are keeping 

this waste from running into the streets 
of Gaza City, where 600,000 people live. 
The Rafah border controlled by Egypt 
has been closed for many months, so no 
goods, food or medicine can come in. The 
people cannot leave to get health care, see 
family or work.

Dr. Mads Gilbert went to Gaza in June 
to evaluate the health status there and 
prepare a report for the United Nations 

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA). The U.N. organiza-
tion runs health clinics and provides food 
supplements to Gaza.

Dr. Gilbert interviewed health care 
workers and patients at hospitals and 
UNRWA clinics, and worked at the Al 
Shifa Hospital. He visited sewage plants, 
water stations and hospitals, viewing the 
lack of equipment and medicine and ba-
sic supplies. The hospital staff had not 
received a paycheck since March. Many 
of these conditions were similar to what 
we saw on an Iraq Sanctions Challenge 
trip during the period of U.S. sanctions 
on that country.

According to Dr. Gilbert’s report, 90 
percent of the drinking water is unfit to 
drink. More than one-third of the house-
holds in Gaza are supplied with running 
water for six to eight hours only once ev-
ery four days. (unrwa.org)

Food insecurity imposed by the Israeli 
blockade and the halt of tunnel trade has 
limited food and other basic needs. The 
result is that 72.8 percent of the children 
under the age of 2 have anemia and 31.4 
percent have stunted growth due to the 
lack of food calories for growth and de-
velopment.

During the present genocidal war 
against the Palestinian people of Gaza by 
the Zionist apartheid settler state of Israel, 
the Israel Defense Forces have killed close 
to 2,000 people, mostly civilians. About a 
third of the dead are children.

Amnesty International recently re-
ported on “mounting evidence that the 
Israel Defense Forces launched appar-
ently deliberate attacks against hospitals 

and health professionals in Gaza.” Philip 
Luther, Middle East and North Africa 
director at Amnesty International, said, 
“Such attacks are absolutely prohibited 
by international law and would amount 
to war crimes.” (amnesty.org, Aug. 7)

Jaber Khalil Abu Rumileh, who super-
vises ambulance services in the Al-Aq-
sa Martyrs hospital, described a July 21 
attack: “It was 3 p.m. and I was working 
in the emergency unit. I heard bombing 
that shook the hospital. It was a shelling 
that had hit the fourth floor, the pregnan-
cy and caesarean unit. Then there were a 
few more hits. People were terrified, pa-
tients ran out, doctors could not enter to 
help the injured and remove the dead.”

Ambulance worker Mohammad Abu 
Jumiza told AI: “We were on our way 
back to Nasser hospital [on July 24], driv-
ing with the lights and sirens on as al-
ways. The ambulance was clearly marked 
as such. The doctor, nurse and I were 
all wearing medical uniforms. When we 
reached the Islamic University, I heard 
an explosion right next to us and the front 
and back windows of the car fell out. As I 
was turning, another missile hit next to 
us, and then a third one. When the fourth 
missile hit, I lost control and we crashed, 
so we ran out of the car and found shelter 
in a building.”

The genocidal war of ethnic cleansing 
in Gaza has not stopped the incredible 
resistance and determination of the Pal-
estinian people to fight for their freedom 
and their right to their homeland.

Eolis, a retired RN, was on a Viva 
Palestina/U.S. medical aid trip to Gaza 
in 2009.

MUMIA ON

Israel: settler, colonialist, 
apartheid state

ILPS: 
Solidarity with Palestine

By Professor Jose Maria Sison 
Chairperson, International League 
of Peoples’ Struggle

Aug. 7 — We, the International League 
of Peoples’ Struggle (ILPS), renew our 
call to all our member organizations, our 
allied organizations and the broad mass-
es of the people of the world to sustain 
the mass actions in solidarity with and 
support for the Palestinian people in the 
just struggle for national liberation and 
self-determination against the U.S.-sup-
ported Israeli Zionist occupation of Pal-
estine and the current genocidal attacks 
on the people in the Gaza Strip.

Since July 8, the fascist Netanyahu 
regime has used the police case of three 
Israeli youth killed in the West Bank as 
pretext to unleash a war of aggression 
against the Palestinian people in the 
Gaza Strip and has perpetrated horren-
dous war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity. As of the Aug. 5 count, Zionist 
Israel has massacred nearly 2,000 Pal-
estinians (mostly children, women, the 
elderly and sick) and wounded more than 
8,000 others. It has destroyed entire 
neighborhoods and the social infrastruc-
ture (including schools, United Nations 
shelters, mosques, hospitals, and water 
and energy facilities).

The Israeli aggressors have used against 
the Palestinian people artillery fire, attack 

planes, tanks and bombs, including white 
phosphorous bombs, and other types of 
weapons. These have been supplied by the 
U.S. and the European Union to kill the 
people and destroy their homes and social 
facilities. They have systematically pul-
verized entire neighborhoods in a vicious 
scheme to make a so-called three-kilome-
ter buffer zone around Gaza City and thus 
to deprive the people in Gaza Strip of 44 
percent of their land.

We must launch and develop a move-
ment to demand the end of the conditions 
in which Israel can at will attack Gaza and 
massacre the Palestinian people. In six 
years, Israel has unleashed three massa-
cres without being held to account by an 
international criminal court. It has turned 
Gaza into a concentration camp since 
2006. It has subjected the Palestinians to 
various forms of collective punishment. 
Fishermen are shot to death when they go 
beyond a 3-kilometer limit imposed uni-
laterally by Israel. Farmers are also killed 
when they harvest their crops beyond a 
borderline arbitrarily set by Israel.

We heed and endorse the call of the 
people of Gaza for the people of the world 
to carry out a movement for realizing 
boycotts, divestment and sanctions. As 
in the global campaign against the apart-
heid regime in South Africa in recent 
history, the people of the world and their 
institutions and organizations can and 
must pressure governments to sanction 
Israel and implement a comprehensive 
arms embargo. Israel has been able to 
occupy Palestine, operate a terrorist and 
apartheid regime and commit its mur-
derous atrocities because of the support 
of imperialist governments, especially 
the U.S. and the European Union.

We join the all-out Day of Rage of Aug. 
9 which the people of Gaza and entire 
Palestine have called for. We enjoin all 
the ILPS member organizations and all 
justice-loving people in various coun-
tries to initiate and hold mass actions to 
the best of their ability on August 9 and 
thereafter. We also endorse and join the 
mass actions initiated by other organi-
zations, alliances and actions in the im-
perialist countries and elsewhere. The 
ILPS member organizations in the U.S. 
are joining in full force the International 
March to the U.N. on August 9.

The people of the world must stand in 
solidarity with Palestinian people and 
sustain a mass movement to pressure the 
U.S. and other imperialist powers to back 
down from propping up Zionist Israel. 
We must demand the end of Israeli colo-
nialism and terrorism, its occupation of 
Palestine and all the barbarities of Israel. 
We must resolutely and militantly sup-
port the Palestinian people in their just 
struggle for national liberation, full re-
covery of their homeland and the return 
of the millions of Palestinian refugees to 
their homeland. 

LOS ANGELES
Organized by Students for Justice in Pal-

estine, hundreds and hundreds of protesters 
marched from the Westwood Federal Building 
to the Israeli Consulate on Aug. 10, where they 
were joined by Los Angeles Jews for Peace. 
John Parker of the International Action Center 
gave a solidarity message.

— Report and photo by Maggie Vascassenno
Free Palestine and Free Mumia!
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Anti-war protests sweep Ukraine
By Greg Butterfield

Aug. 5 — Women gather in the dozens 
to block major highways, carrying signs 
and banners reading “Save our boys” and 
“Stop the slaughter.”

Protesters shout down politicians 
spouting pro-war rhetoric, telling them 
to “Go fight your own war.”

Young men burn their draft cards, 
amidst reports of hundreds of soldiers 
surrendering or deserting to a neighbor-
ing country.

Is it a scene from a college town in the 
U.S. during the 1960s?

No. It’s happening today, in hundreds 
of cities and villages across Ukraine.

You won’t see it in the corporate media. 
But people in western, central and even 
embattled eastern Ukraine are taking to 
the streets — with women of all ages in 
the lead — to oppose the new “mobiliza-
tion law” (military draft) enacted July 22 
by the far-right junta of oligarchs, neo-
liberal politicians and fascists in Kiev.

In the town of Bogorodchany in the 
Ivano-Frankivsk region, protesters broke 
into the military registration office and 
burned draft documents, saying they 
would not allow their sons to be used as 
“cannon fodder.”

In Volovka, angry villagers confront-
ed the mayor and military commissioner 
with a petition to Ukraine President Peter 
Poroshenko demanding the withdrawal 
of 50 draft cards to local residents. When 
no response was received, people blocked 
the roads and 10 were arrested.

In Novoselytsya in Chernivtsi region, 
women beat down a far-right politician 
who tried to break up their anti-draft pro-
test outside a military recruitment office.

Actions like these are taking place dai-
ly from the suburbs of the capital, Kiev, 
to Lviv on the Polish border and from 
Transcarpathia to the Black Sea.

Videos of some protests, with English- 
language transcripts, can be viewed at 
slavyangrad.org and ukraineantifascist-
solidarity.wordpress.com.

The imposition of a mandatory 1.5 per-
cent “war tax” on workers’ wages went into 
effect Aug. 1, further fueling the flames.

The regime’s response to the mass an-
ti-war sentiment? Repression.

Anton Gerashenko, an official of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, announced 
that police will begin arresting people 
who agitate against the war on social 

media. (Navigator, July 29)
Resistance in primarily Russian- 

speaking southeastern cities like Khar-
kov and Dnepropetrovsk has been driv-
en underground by relentless repression 
from Kiev’s official political police, the 
SBU, and its unofficial death squads, the 
neo-Nazi gangs.

In these cities and Odessa — where at 
least 48 people were massacred by the 
fascists on May 2 — activists have been 
imprisoned, “disappeared” or forced to 
flee for their lives to liberated areas like 
the Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Re-
publics or Crimea, now an autonomous 
region of the Russian Federation.

Activists living in exile in Simferopol, 
Crimea, have established a Support Cen-
ter for Antifascists in Ukraine to build 
solidarity for political prisoners, share 
information and help coordinate under-
ground political activity.

The Support Center reported that 
young men in Kharkov are being round-
ed up off the streets and forcibly inducted 
into the brutal war against the Donbass 
mining region of Donetsk and Lugansk, 
where people voted overwhelmingly May 
11 for independence from the U.S.-backed 
coup regime.

Mass resistance to the coup, which 
manifested in large demonstrations last 
spring, is still there, simmering just be-
low the surface.

But in the West — which the junta con-
siders its base of support — the spreading 
anti-war movement is causing alarm.

Media openly call for genocide 
in Donbass

The junta and its backers in Wash-
ington were counting on a quick victory 
over the volunteer people’s militias in 
Donbass, especially after the fraudulent 
election of oligarch Peter Poroshenko as 
president to “legitimize” the coup.

Instead, they were met with a powerful 
popular resistance, rooted in Soviet-era 
Ukraine’s deep anti-fascist sentiment, 
working-class traditions and partisan 
military tactics.

Several military offensives by the re-
gime — each with more and more pow-
erful weapons, resulting in greater casu-
alties for both civilians and combatants 
— have failed to crush the resistance, 
despite horrific carnage by the Ukrainian 
military targeting homes, schools and 
hospitals in Donbass.

Lugansk, the besieged capital city of 
the Lugansk People’s Republic, declared 
a humanitarian catastrophe on Aug. 5. 
More than 250,000 people seeking to 
leave to take refuge in Russia are unable 
to escape the city, the people’s govern-
ment reported, as so-called “human-
itarian corridors” established by the 
Ukrainian military have actually been 
used for target practice. Tens of thou-
sands in the city are without water, food 
or electricity. (RT.com)

Ukraine continues to lash out at civil-
ians in the suburbs of Donetsk, capital 
of the Donetsk People’s Republic, as it 
unsuccessfully tries to blockade the city. 
Seventeen people, including three chil-
dren, were killed by shelling in the town 
of Gorlovka on July 29, while the same 
day five seniors were killed when a retire-
ment home was shelled in Lugansk.

Eighteen civilians were reported killed 
in the Donetsk town of Dokuchayevsk 
Aug. 4.

Ukraine continues to drop white phos-
phorous bombs, prohibited by interna-
tional law, most recently in the town of 
Makeyevka near Donetsk city. (ITAR-
TASS, July 30)

At the end of July, the United Na-
tions reported 1,129 people killed and 
3,500 wounded in Donbass since Kiev’s 
“Anti-Terrorist Operation” began, with 
100,000 people forcibly displaced. But, 
as even the U.N. admits, these numbers 
are partial at best, and the real number 
of civilian casualties is far greater — per-
haps more than 10,000, according to 
some reports.

As with the Israeli settler state’s war 
against the Palestinian people, collective 
punishment — even genocide — is the 
junta’s weapon of choice.

That was made crystal clear by pro- Kiev 
journalist Bogdan Boutkevitch, appearing 
on Hromadske TV, a network funded in 
part by the U.S. and the Netherlands:

“Donbass, in general, is not simply 
a region in a very depressed condition; 
it has got a whole number of problems, 
the biggest of which is that it is severely 
overpopulated with people nobody has 
any use for.

“If we take, for example, just the 
 Donetsk region, there are approximately 
4 million inhabitants, at least 1.5 million 
of which are superfluous. That’s what 
I mean: we don’t need to ‘understand’ 
Donbass. …

“Donbass must be exploited as a re-
source, which it is. … The most important 
thing that must be done — no matter how 
cruel it sounds — is that there is a certain 
category of people that must be extermi-
nated.” (video and English transcript at 
slavyangrad.org, Aug. 1)

Pentagon: $ for fascist National Guard

Money to keep the war going is run-
ning out as austerity programs imposed 
by the International Monetary Fund and 
European Union begin to bite.

The harsh Ukrainian winter is not far 
off. Having made an anti-Russia alliance 
with the U.S. and NATO, the new rulers 
in Kiev no longer have access to cheap 
fuel on credit.

On July 29, CNN, citing Pentagon 
sources, reported that the Ukrainian 
military had fired three ballistic missiles 
against the Donbass, calling this a “major 
escalation” in the war.

On Aug. 1, a NATO spokesperson con-
firmed the Ukrainian use of ballistic mis-
siles to the German newspaper Deutsche 
Welle. Then on Aug. 2, NATO backtracked, 
calling it a “communication error.”

Why would the Ukrainian military 
employ such heavy weaponry against an 
enemy with limited firepower and no air 
force or large bases?

Similar questions should be asked 
about Kiev’s deployment of BUK anti-air-
craft batteries in eastern Ukraine in con-
nection with the unravelling propaganda 
campaign to blame the rebel militias for 
downing Malaysian Airlines flight MH-17 
on July 17.

According to intelligence reported by 
Igor Strelkov, the Donetsk Minister of 
Defense, at an emergency news confer-
ence July 31, Kiev plans to utilize ballistic 
missiles to hit water treatment facilities 
in Donetsk and Lugansk, along with a 
factory in Gorlovka, and unleash tox-
ic chemicals on the civilian population. 
(slavyangrad.org)

The mass deaths would then be blamed 
on the rebels, as the junta and the U.S. at-
tempted to do with the Malaysian airliner.

“The idea is so monstrous that it is 
probably hard to believe, especially for 
those who haven’t see the bombard-
ment of populated areas by phosphorous 
bombs, people injured by chemical weap-
ons, howitzers shooting at the city cen-
ter,” said Strelkov.

It’s in this context that President 
Barack Obama announced new sanctions 
against the banking, fuel and defense 
sectors of Russia July 30, followed two 
days later by the European Union, after 
significant arm-twisting by Washington.

Meanwhile, the Pentagon has notified 
Congress that it plans to increase direct 
funding to the Ukrainian National Guard 
by $19 million to “equip and train its … 
troops to conduct various missions.” 
(Washington Times, Aug. 1)

That comes on top of $23 million al-
ready committed by the U.S. to Ukraine’s 
military.

As Congress and Obama well know, the 
National Guard is not only the backbone 
of Ukraine’s terrorist campaign in the 
southeast — it is composed of neo-Nazis 
in uniform, culled from the likes of the 
Right Sector, Maidan Self-Defense and 
other fascist gangs by Interior Minister 
Arsen Avakov.

The brutality and desperation of the 
Kiev junta and U.S. imperialists increase 
not only the humanitarian crisis in Don-
bass, but the danger of an open military 
confrontation with Russia — whose con-
quest is the Pentagon and Wall Street’s 
ultimate goal.

‘Making connections’ tour A speaking tour of upstate New York cit-
ies was kicked off in Buffalo on Aug. 4 with 
a meeting that filled the office of the Buffalo/
Western NY International Action Center.

Buffalo IAC’s Garrett Dicembre introduced 
the speakers, Judy Bello, a member of the 
United National Antiwar Committee and a 
leader of the Upstate Coalition to Ground the 
Drones and End the Wars, and Scott Wil-
liams, a national coordinator of FIST (Fight 
Imperialism, Stand Together), an anti-im-
perialist youth organization, and an activist 
with the Philadelphia IAC.

The two speakers (pictured here) are long-
time supporters of the Palestinian movement 
and took part in an international observation 
team to Syria for its presidential election in 
June. “Making the Connections — Gaza, Syr-
ia and Iraq: War MADE IN USA” was the title 
of their presentation, and it was followed by a 
lively discussion with many questions.

The Buffalo meeting was co-sponsored 
by the IAC, No Drones Niagara and Workers 
World Party. Bello and Williams continued 
the tour with meetings in the upstate cities of 
Rochester, Syracuse and Albany.

— Story and photo by Elllie Dorritie

 Buffalo, N.Y.
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From Pennsylvania to Ukraine and Bulgaria

The toxic aftermaths of fracking

A world outraged supports Gaza demonstrations

By Deirdre Griswold

Many people are already deeply con-
cerned about the sinister damage to the 
environment done by hydraulic fractur-
ing, better known as “fracking.” This 
process, which breaks up underground 
shale rock through the high-pressure 
injection of millions of gallons of tox-
ins-laden water in order to release natu-
ral gas, already supplies 67 percent of the 
gas consumed in the U.S. (Department of 
Energy, April 2013)

People need to know that the energy 
companies have big plans to sell a lot of 
this gas to Europe in the future, which 
will increase the danger to the land here 
and also the political pressure on vulner-
able politicians in Washington to OK the 
process.

Already, homeowners of modest means 
in rural parts of many states, who had 
taken for granted their relative tranquil-
ity and the purity of their well water, are 
ruing the day they got talked into signing 
contracts that allow energy companies 
to exploit the shale under their land for 
a pittance.

And it’s about to get a lot worse.

Frackers take on Ukraine, Bulgaria

Countries in eastern Europe like 
Ukraine and Bulgaria may be far away 
from the Marcellus Shale states, but they 
are now the target of huge U.S. energy 
companies that want to dominate the Eu-
ropean market.

For many years, most countries on the 

Continent have relied on Russian natural 
gas, delivered through pipelines running 
through Ukraine and other countries to 
Austria and beyond. These pipelines sup-
ply hundreds of millions of people with 
energy to heat their homes and have hot 
water and cooking gas.

But the U.S.-based energy giants want 
to change all that. There is now so much 
fracked gas available here that they’re 
afraid prices will fall. So they are laying 
plans to sell a lot of it in Europe. That’s 
a big project, involving building facilities 
for liquefied natural gas and the ports 
and tankers that can get it to foreign buy-
ers. All that is now on the drawing board.

As of July 31, three terminals for the 
export of LNG have been approved by the 
U.S. Department of Energy — in Sabrina 
and Hackberry, La., and Freeport, Texas. 
(Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
website)

Every big business, however, wants to 
be sure of its market before laying out big 
sums for new facilities. So these compa-
nies, through their political allies in Con-
gress, the Pentagon and other centers of 
power, are pushing hard to whittle down 
Russia’s ability to sell its plentiful natural 
gas to Europe.

Cutting off Russian gas

An important gas pipeline going from 
Russia to Europe via Ukraine is already 
in trouble, thanks to the U.S.-engineered 
coup in Kiev last year. That coup has led 
to a civil war in Ukraine, after neo-fas-
cist groups there provided the muscle for 

the overthrow of the elected government 
and then opened an attack on the Rus-
sian-speaking eastern half of the country.

The sanctions the U.S. has now im-
posed on Russia will also affect the pipe-
line. Russian gas is being piped through 
Ukraine to other European customers, 
but the new right-wing Ukrainian gov-
ernment refuses to pay a cent on its $4.5 
billion gas debt to Russia. It is now threat-
ening to “halt [Russian] deliveries of nat-
ural resources to the European Union, 
following sanctions by the U.S. and the 
EU. Gazprom [of Russia], the world’s 
biggest gas producer, ships about half its 
exports across Ukraine to Europe.” (busi-
nessweek.com, Aug. 11)

The next place to watch in relation to 
this struggle is Bulgaria, which is now un-
dergoing a “banking crisis.” The Corpo-
rate Commercial Bank (KTB), the coun-
try’s fourth largest, has been closed since 
June when there was a run on the bank by 
many depositors demanding their funds. 
Its largest shareholder, Tsvetan Vassilev, 
told the Financial Times that “the events 
that have been taking place since last 
week are the visible part of a carefully 
prepared and planned scenario aimed 
at destabilizing Corporate Commercial 
Bank.” (blogs.ft.com, June 20)

Vassilev did not say who he believed 
was behind the alleged attempt to de-
stabilize KTB, but he did say that “more 
than 20 percent of the financial institu-
tion’s assets were withdrawn in less than 
a week.” The result has been a political 
crisis in crisis in Bulgaria, a former ally 

of the Soviet Union, where, like Ukraine, 
the planned economy and public owner-
ship have been overthrown and most en-
terprises privatized.

Bulgaria is also a country that signed 
an agreement with Russia in 2009 for the 
planned South Stream pipeline, which 
would transit the country to deliver nat-
ural gas from Russia to western Europe.

Reuters wrote on Aug. 7, “The planned 
$40 billion pipeline has put the Balkan 
country, which relies almost entirely on 
Russia for its energy, in the center of the 
row between Moscow and the West over 
Ukraine.

“Bulgaria’s Socialist government 
— which stepped down in late July — 
backed the pipeline but reluctantly sus-
pended construction amid threats of 
punishment from the European Com-
mission.” This leaves the field wide open 
for U.S. energy corporations.

The companies behind fracking have 
huge clout in Washington and with the 
policy makers of this country. They dic-
tate the wars in Iraq, Libya and Afghan-
istan and U.S. hostility toward Iran and 
Venezuela. They dictate the support for 
Israel that makes it a military superpow-
er in the oil-rich Middle East. And now 
they are hellbent on confronting Russia 
in order to increase their profits from 
European sales of a product that pollutes 
the water table in dozens of U.S. states.

The fight against the grasping energy 
oligarchs is one, from Western Penn-
sylvania and North Dakota to Gaza and 
Ukraine. 

By Chris Fry

Aug. 9 — Sometimes by the hundreds, 
sometimes by the thousands, sometimes 
even by the hundreds of thousands, peo-
ple marched in city after city around the 
globe in support of the people of Gaza. 
Many were responding to a call by a co-
alition of Palestinian mass organizations 
to come out to support the movement 
for boycotts, divestments and sanctions 
against Israel.

From London to Cape Town, from 
Paris to Amman, from Berlin to Tokyo, 
from Marseilles to Melbourne, from Del-
hi to Helsinki, from Dublin to Valencia to 
Bangkok, even to Tel Aviv, in many differ-
ent languages, with chants and signs and 
banners, the world’s people sent one mes-
sage loud and clear — stop the horrendous 
U.S.-sponsored Israeli onslaught against 
the besieged Palestinian people of Gaza!

In London, 150,000 people packed the 
main shopping artery of Oxford Street, 

marching first to the BBC head-
quarters, then to the U.S. embassy 
and finally to Hyde Park. Shouting 
“Free, free Palestine,” many held 
banners and signs that read “UK: 
Stop arming Israel” and “Shame 
on you, Barack Obama.”

There were also marches in 
Manchester, England and Edin-
burgh, Scotland’s capital.

Lindsey German, convener of 
the Stop the War Coalition, said 
“We are calling for an end to the 
massacre and the recall of the U.K. par-
liament. Our government must be forced 
to end its support for Israel’s siege of 
Gaza.” (afp.com, Aug. 9)

Earlier that week, the Pakistani-Brit-
ish Baroness Warsi resigned from her 
cabinet post in Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs in protest. She demanded 
an immediate halt to all arms exported to 
Israel. She told BBC News on Aug. 9 her 
thinking behind her action: “I think it 
was our lack of support for international 
justice and accountability for the crimes 
that have been committed.”

Some 1,500 people marched in the 
streets of Berlin. A manifesto was read 
and signed demanding an immediate end 
to the Israeli attacks.

Several thousands marched in Paris 
and Marseilles, France, defying the gov-

ernment’s attempts to make demonstra-
tions supporting Gaza illegal.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu led a march 
of 50,000 in Cape Town, in what South 
African authorities called the largest 
post-apartheid demonstration in that 
country. The protesters demanded that 
the government stop selling arms to Is-
rael. They chanted “Stop the slaughter!” 
and “Boycott apartheid Israel!”

Australia saw protests in both Mel-
bourne and Sydney that numbered 
2,000 people. Sheets of paper with the 
names of Gaza victims of Israeli attacks 
were posted on Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade buildings.

In Santiago, Chile, 15,000 people sur-
rounded the Israeli embassy. Protesters 
glued faces of children from Gaza who 
had been killed on the walls of the em-

bassy.
Hundreds marched 

outside the Israeli em-
bassy in Mexico City. A 
group of children shout-
ed, “We are kids and we 
want peace.”

Several hundred pro-
testers marched through 
downtown Ottawa, the 

capital of Canada. A group of rabbis held 
a banner that read “Judaism rejects Zion-
ism, the state of Israel and its atrocities.” 
There were also demonstrations in Mon-
treal, Quebec; Hamilton, Ontario; and 
cities in Western Canada.

Oman, Malaysia, Bolivia, Iran, Ye-
men, Jordan, India — demonstrations 
were held in all these countries in sup-
port of the Palestinian people of Gaza 
and against the U.S.-equipped Israeli 
military’s brutal war.

The International Solidarity Move-
ment launched an internet campaign in 
support of Gaza in Arabic, English, Dan-
ish, Dutch, French, German, Hebrew, 
Italian, Spanish, Swedish and Turkish.

A crowd of 500 anti-war activists flood-
ed Tel Aviv’s Rabin Square, defying an Is-
raeli police ban on public gatherings. They 
shouted “Stop the massacre,” “Free Gaza,” 
“Funds to welfare, not to war,” “Build 
more classrooms, not more bombs” and 
“Gaza children want to live.” There have 
been weekly anti-war protests in Tel Aviv 
ever since the genocidal assault began.

Sources include the Guardian, the 
Times of Israel, RT, Jews for Justice for 
Palestinians (JFJFP.com), and many 
others. 

Cape Town Tokyo

London

Amman, Jordan
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The blue plague
The grim news that police have killed 

yet another unarmed African-Ameri-
can youth comes this time from Fergu-
son, Mo., a suburb of St. Louis. Michael 
Brown, just 18, had expected to enter col-
lege in a few weeks. Police have not yet 
come up with any explanation for why 
officers riddled Brown’s body with 10 
bullets after stopping him as he walked 
with a friend to his grandmother’s house. 
Nor has the Ferguson Police Department 
even released the name of the killer cop, 
who has been put on “administrative 
leave.”

Would this even have made nation-
al news without the outpouring of rage 
from the Black community that fol-
lowed the youth’s killing? An impromp-
tu memorial the next night turned into 
a protest demonstration, surrounded by 
hundreds of cops in riot gear and armed 
with tear gas, shotguns and attack dogs. 
Youth repeatedly confronted the police 
with the cry “Don’t shoot me!” as they 
turned their backs and held their hands 
up high in the air.

Ferguson is actually part of greater 
St. Louis, which has lost population as 

industry declined. Ferguson is a city of 
22,000 that is two-thirds Black; the po-
lice are almost all white. St. Louis grew 
into a metropolis during the era of slav-
ery. Its wealth came from the exploita-
tion and oppression of Black and Native 
peoples.

It took a Civil War a century and a half 
ago to end chattel slavery, but that revo-
lution was never finished. A compromise 
between Northern industrialists/bankers 
and Southern landowners ended Recon-
struction in the 1870s and allowed the 
rich whites to keep their huge plantations. 
A new wave of racist terror, spearheaded 
by the Ku Klux Klan, smashed the new-
ly won political and social rights of Black 
people in the South and drove them back 
into the semi-slavery of the sharecrop-
ping system and racial segregation.

Even with the massive Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1950s and 1960s, de fac-
to segregation still exists in many parts of 
the North and South, along with higher 
prices and lower wages, or no wages at 
all, that confront so many working-class 
Black communities.

The youth of Ferguson have every right 

to rebel and disbelieve official pronounce-
ments from the FBI that it will “investi-
gate” whether the police have carried out 
civil rights abuses in Ferguson. These 
investigations seldom go anywhere be-
cause they fail to address the root causes 
of the problem.

Police brutality is epidemic not be-
cause of a few “bad apples” or because 
they didn’t get better “sensitivity train-
ing,” but because the job of the police is 
to keep the people from rebelling against 

an economic system that is unjust and 
increasingly unable to provide the basic 
necessities of life. The capitalist system 
exploits all workers, but it is especial-
ly lethal to the Black, Latino/a, Native, 
Asian, Middle Eastern and other peoples 
from oppressed nations. The cops are 
in their communities to sow terror and 
keep them from rising up against their 
unbearable conditions.

Justice for Michael Brown! No justice, 
no peace! 

Capitalism increases Ebola dangers
By G. Dunkel

Aug. 7 — Ebola was identified 40 years 
ago in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, then called Zaire. Two hundred 
and eighty people died in this first re-
ported outbreak, on the banks of the riv-
er Ebola, out of 318 infected, for a fatality 
rate of 88 percent.

For the next 40 years, Ebola was a 
deadly disease that affected remote, iso-
lated, lightly populated areas of Central 
Africa. Because it killed so many of those 
infected quickly, the disease most often 
was contained to the small community it 
ravaged.

It was noticed because it was so viru-
lent, but not a lot of effort was put into 
studying it and learning how to treat it 
because it only affected a remote, very 
poor and less significant part of the world 
in the eyes of the capitalists — where 
Black Africans live. The total number of 
people killed was also much lower than 
those killed by more common diseases 
like malaria or even flu.

It appears that the reservoir of the 
disease is among fruit bats. Once the 
disease jumps to humans, it is spread by 
direct contact with the bodily fluids of an 
infected individual. Chimpanzees and 
gorillas also get infected and die from 
Ebola because they eat the fruit contam-
inated by the bodily fluids of the bats.

But as Ebola was popping up now and 
then in Central Africa, the world was 
growing much more connected. Ecolog-
ical changes also concentrated the fruit 
bat populations. African countries grew 
more connected, with people easily mov-
ing back and forth on better roads and 
airplanes.

The biggest and most widespread out-
break of Ebola began in the West African 
country of Guinea in March, spreading 
to Liberia and Sierra Leone. As of Aug. 

4, at least 932 people in four countries 
— Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia and Ni-
geria — have died out of 1,711 infected. 
(World Health Organization statement, 
Aug. 6) Only one of the deaths occurred 
in Nigeria.

There have been two potential cases 
of Ebola reported in New York City, but 
neither of them has been confirmed. The 
World Health Organization reported a 
suspected case in Saudi Arabia on Aug. 6 
that also hasn’t been confirmed.

Two white, U.S. medical missionaries, 
employed by Samaritan’s Purse in Li-
beria, contracted Ebola. They were first 
treated with a special serum developed 
by the U.S. firm Mapp, which has ties 
to the Defense Department, according 
to the New York Times of Aug. 6. When 
their health stabilized, they were flown 
to isolation wards at Emory Hospital 
near the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta. Questions 
were immediately raised by the WHO 
and others in Africa about why only 
white U.S. citizens were treated outside 
normal protocols.

The CDC is the federal agency in 
charge of responding to epidemics and 
directs the work done by the Food and 
Drug Administration and the National 
Institutes of Health.

The WHO, at a meeting August 1 of 
public officials in Conakry, the capital of 
Guinea, said that this outbreak of Ebola 
is moving faster than the efforts to con-
trol the disease. WHO Director-General 
Margaret Chan said the meeting ‘‘must 
be a turning point’’ in the battle against 
Ebola, which is now infecting people in 
three African countries for the first time 
in history.

“If the situation continues to dete-
riorate, the consequences can be cat-
astrophic in terms of lost lives but also 
severe socioeconomic disruption and a 

high risk of spread to other countries.”
While according to Chan the general 

public ‘‘is not at high risk of infection,’’ 
the WHO is planning a $100 million 
campaign to bring in hundreds of health-
care workers to the afflicted countries.

On August 7, the WHO designated this 
Ebola outbreak “a major public health 
emergency of international concern,” 
which would allow states and commu-
nities to impose quarantines and move-
ment restrictions.

All three of these countries suffered 
from decades of colonialism and neoco-
lonialism that left them impoverished 
and lacking the necessary infrastructure 
and skills to combat this epidemic. In ad-
dition, Sierra Leone and Liberia recently 
went through vicious civil wars. A num-
ber of the deaths in these countries have 
been of medical personnel treating Ebola 
patients. The laboratories needed to test 
for Ebola are sparse, and this means there 
are unnecessary delays in treating it.

The world press is sneering at the poor 
public health response in these coun-
tries, which relies on the cops and the 
army to enforce quarantines. Quaran-
tines are the recommended tool to limit 
Ebola to families where a member has 
died from Ebola. But the depiction of 
people’s response to these quarantines 
shows the press to be completely and 
dangerously ignorant of the cultural is-
sues involved.

Traditionally, the close relatives of 
the dead person wash the body before 
friends and family come by to pay their 
last respects. And then the body is bur-
ied with dignity. Having a burial detail 
in hazmat suits come charging in to take 
the body to a crematorium is extremely 
repugnant.

Need sensitive handling

West Africans understand malaria, 

which kills far more people, especially 
young children, and cholera. But giv-
en their long, cruel history with their 
colonial and neocolonial masters, they 
don’t welcome outsiders coming into 
their communities and ordering them 
around. And given that hospitals and 
medical personnel, like the Samaritan’s 
Purse workers, were careless or igno-
rant about how to ward against Ebola 
contamination, this popular antipathy 
towards Western medicine has some 
factual basis.

As part of its campaign, the WHO 
wants to bring in hundreds of public 
health specialists, many of them coming 
from the ranks of the U.S.’s CDC. The 
CDC already has some specialists work-
ing on quarantines in Freetown, Sierra 
Leone.

The specialists from the CDC are be-
ing presented as professionals with deep 
experience in public health. However, 
this institution too has made serious 
mistakes recently, in separate cases han-
dling anthrax and smallpox, both deadly 
diseases.

In the U.S., the crisis in public health 
services is due to austerity and the per-
ception that it is hard to make profits 
from such services.

While the way Ebola spreads makes it 
unlikely that it will become a worldwide 
threat, this latest outbreak has infect-
ed and killed more people than the to-
tal number of all past outbreaks. It has 
jumped international boundaries and 
popped up in widely scattered countries 
like Nigeria and Saudi Arabia.

Capitalism is inspired by the possibili-
ty of profits. Market-driven industry has 
little interest in establishing a culturally 
sensitive, internationally coordinated, 
well-funded public health system. And 
that means the world is taking a major 
risk. 

Justice for Michael Brown!

Michael Brown
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U.S.-Africa summit can’t hide imperialist aims

turned out to be nonexistent. This war 
killed 1.5 million Iraqis and created 5 mil-
lion Iraqi refugees. It also resulted in the 
death and maiming of thousands of U.S. 
troops, who were fighting to expand U.S. 
imperialist control of energy sources.

The goal of these interventions was 
destroying the sovereign Iraqi state and 
conquest of Iraq.

Faced with a heroic Iraqi resistance 
movement in 2004-05, the occupation 
power quickly moved to plan B: divide 
and conquer. U.S. officials in Iraq set up a 
puppet regime where the laws exacerbat-
ed differences among Iraqis of different 
religious and ethnic groupings. Mean-
while, the U.S. supported a subservient 
Kurdish regime in Iraq’s north.

The U.S.-backed Baghdad regime head-
ed by Nuri al-Maliki has persecuted, jailed 
and eliminated any Iraqi leaders who had 
any ties with the former Ba’athist gov-
ernment and has discriminated against 
Sunni leaders. The regime is hated in the 
Sunni areas of Iraq and is unpopular even 
in the majority Shiite south for its corrupt 
and dictatorial record. Now it has become 
the target of an uprising made up of dis-
parate forces, which include as the most 
aggressive fighters the group known as 
the Islamic State.

These same forces — the I.S. — acted in 
Syria against the Syrian government and 
received arms and funding there from 
U.S./NATO imperialists and their allied 
regimes in Turkey and the monarchists in 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the Gulf emirates.

Washington has had ambivalent re-
lations with reactionary groups like the 
I.S. and al-Qaida. It has armed and used 
them in Afghanistan in the 1980s and 
more recently in Libya and Syria. At the 
same time the U.S. demonizes them as 
“Islamic terrorists” to justify military in-
tervention, as it is doing now in Iraq.

U.S. imperialist goals

Like Bush Sr., Clinton and Bush Jr., 
Obama is the chief executive of U.S. im-
perialism. U.S. military intervention has 
brought only death and chaos to Iraq, 
as well as to Libya, Afghanistan and — 
through its weapons and proxy forces — 
to Syria and Ukraine, where U.S./NATO 
backs the most reactionary neo-Nazi 

forces that murder and plunder in the 
Donbass region.

The goal of these interventions is to 
extend U.S. and NATO military reach 
and recolonize the various peoples under 
imperialist control. That these interven-
tions failed to establish stable puppet re-
gimes does not soften the horror that U.S. 
intervention brought to these countries.

Can anyone possibly believe that this 
time the U.S. intends to make a “human-
itarian” intervention in Iraq or that U.S. 
bombing will help the people there? If 
Washington has “humanitarian” goals, 
why does the Pentagon resupply Israel’s 
army with all the weapons it uses to carry 
out genocidal warfare in Gaza?

By Aug. 9, the real intention of what 
can only be seen as the initial, rushed 
U.S. bombing became clear, as admitted 
by administration spokespeople.

I.S. forces, whatever their intentions 
toward the Yazidis, are close enough to 
the Kurdish center of Erbil to threaten 
to take that city. The Kurdish region of 
Iraq is the only part of the country with 
a pro-U.S. regime that is somewhat sta-
ble. Erbil is the center where the U.S. has 
recently built a massive consulate and 
where Canadian, European and Japa-
nese consulates have been constructed to 
aid business investment in Iraq and espe-
cially in the Kurdish region.

The New York Times on Aug. 10 report-
ed, “The American airstrikes, carried out 
by drones and fighter jets, were intend-
ed to support the Kurdish forces fighting 
to defend Erbil, the capital of the Iraqi 
Kurdistan region, according to a state-
ment by the United States Central Com-
mand.” The U.S. military still claimed its 
goals were “limited.”

While Yazidis suffering hunger and 
dehydration in the mountains are at risk, 
the Obama administration has as much 
as admitted that aid to the Yazidis is a 
pretext, not a reason, for the bombing. 
Washington is protecting its strategic 
and business interests in the Kurdish re-
gion of Iraq.

Whether this current intervention will 
lead to a U.S. re-occupation of Iraq can-
not be ruled out. Any U.S. intervention 
can only lead to more suffering for Iraq-
is, and will also result in more sacrific-
es from U.S. working people, just as the 
2003 invasion and occupation did. 

Continued from page 1

By Abayomi Azikiwe 
Editor, Pan-African News Wire

A much-anticipated summit at the 
State Department and White House was 
held Aug. 4-8. Dozens of African heads of 
state and the chair of the continental Af-
rican Union Commission attended.

Nonetheless, several leading countries 
were not invited or chose not to attend, 
including Zimbabwe, Sudan, Eritrea, 
Chad, Egypt, Liberia and Sierra Leone. 
Although AUC Chair Dr. Nkosazana 
Dlamini-Zuma was present at the sum-
mit, it was not this organization that set 
the terms for participation.

A similar situation occurred earlier in 
the year when a European Union-Africa 
Summit was held in Belgium. Although 
the AU had met to determine how the 
meeting would be approached, in the fi-
nal analysis the EU made the prevailing 
decisions.

In a public statement during the sum-
mit, Dlamini-Zuma suggested that the 
U.S. was not fully aware of developments 
in Africa. She warned that if Washing-

ton did not engage the continent, then it 
would effectively lose the character of re-
lations in the future.

The AUC chair said, “It’s [to the U.S.’s] 
advantage to know what’s happening in 
Africa because if they don’t come to the 
party eventually the party will happen 
without them. Business people really 
know about Africa from the media, and 
American media is not really kind on Af-
rica. They tend to report what bleeds and 
leads.” (sapa.org.za, Aug. 7)

In the Southern African state of Zim-
babwe — whose leader, President Robert 
Mugabe, was not invited to the summit 
— an editorial in the government-owned 
Herald newspaper criticized President 
Barack Obama for his continuing attempt 
to blame Africa for its current economic 
problems. This was a significant theme 
in Obama’s speech before the Republic of 
Ghana parliament in 2009 after he took 
office. Specifically targeting Zimbabwe, 
Obama claimed that difficulties there, 
where the U.S. carries out sanctions, could 
not be blamed on the legacy of colonialism.

Mugabe, who is the incoming chair-

person of the regional Southern African 
Development Community, is disliked by 
the imperialist countries because he im-
plemented a radical land reform program 
that returns large portions of the land 
stolen by British colonialists during the 
19th century to the African people. The 
Zimbabwe Revolution, fought during the 
1960s and 1970s, was based on the return 
of the land to the Indigenous people.

The Herald editorial stressed: “Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s recent remarks urg-
ing Africa to stop making ‘excuses’ for the 
continent’s economic doldrums based on 
history of colonialism were not only un-
fortunate and ill-conceived but also in-
sensitive. I’m not sure whether Obama has 
deliberately developed selective amnesia 
not to realise that the wealth accumulat-
ed by the country he now leads has been 
through the blood and sweat of those from 
the cradle of mankind.” (Aug. 3)

Pointing out the stark contradictions in 
the Obama administration’s approach to 
relations with Africa and the Middle East, 
the Herald continued, “Here is the lead-
er of the free world who has been mum 
over the unrestrained bombardment and 
[killing] of innocent civilians in Gaza yet 
he wants to walk the moral high ground 
and lecture the historically and perpetu-
ally traumatised Africans on morality and 
righteousness. Africa’s socio-political and 
economic problems are a direct conse-
quence of slavery and colonialism.”

Competition with China, others

The U.S. was attempting to buy some 
goodwill by announcing $33 billion in 
new investments on the continent. At the 
same time there was strong emphasis on 
the so-called “war on terrorism.”

After the summit’s conclusion, the U.S. 
announced that it would be subsidizing 
French military operations in West Af-
rica. Obama is directing $10 million in 
supposed “foreign aid” to Paris to assist 
in purported “counterterrorism opera-
tions” on the African continent.

The money from the Pentagon will con-
tribute to French military efforts to fight 
what is described as “terrorist groups” in 
Mali, Niger and Chad, the president wrote 
in a memorandum to Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel and Secretary of State John 
Kerry. “I hereby determine that an un-
foreseen emergency exists that requires 
immediate military assistance to France 
in its efforts to secure Mali, Niger, and 
Chad from terrorists and violent extrem-
ists,” Obama declared. (The Hill, Aug. 11)

On the contrary, many African heads 
of state and opinion makers have stat-
ed that the character of investment and 
trade between Africa and Beijing is more 
beneficial to the continent than the ongo-
ing neocolonial relations with the West-
ern imperialist states. The Forum on Chi-

na and Africa Cooperation, established 
in 2000, has held five full-fledged sum-
mits in both China and Africa. At present 
China is the number-one trading partner 
with AU member states.

In addition, AU member states have es-
tablished formal economic and political 
relations with South American govern-
ments through the Africa-South America 
Summit, which has held three meetings in 
Africa and South America. Many African 
states are members of the Non-Aligned 
Movement involving more than 100 coun-
tries in the Southern hemisphere.

Iran and Japan have also held meet-
ings with AU member states on improv-
ing relations. South Africa was brought 
into the Brazil, Russia, India, China asso-
ciation in 2010. The last BRICS summit 
was held in Durban, South Africa.

Imperialist militarism 
prioritized over trade

In fact, there is nothing the U.S. can 
offer Africa other than imperialist mili-
tarism and enhanced exploitation by the 
oil, natural gas and mining firms, along 
with predatory actions of the banks. 
Much of the discussion surrounding the 
U.S.-Africa Summit focused on “security 
issues” — in other words, what Washing-
ton describes as the “war on terrorism.”

The U.S. Africa Command was initiat-
ed by the previous government of Pres-
ident George W. Bush, but it has been 
strengthened and enhanced under his 
successor. The U.S. currently engages 
in joint military operations with at least 
three dozen states on the continent.

There is substantial Pentagon and CIA 
presence in countries like Somalia, Ethi-
opia, Djibouti, Uganda, South Sudan, the 
Central African Republic, Nigeria, Niger 
and Mali through troops on the ground, 
intelligence field stations and drone oper-
ations. Despite this heavy military pres-
ence, these states suffer underdevelop-
ment and political instability.

Until Africa moves toward socialism, 
there will not be a general improvement 
in the living conditions of the majority of 
workers, farmers and youth. The foreign 
policy imperatives, including the char-
acter of relations with the West, will be 
determined in the present period not in 
Addis Ababa and Johannesburg, but in 
Washington and Brussels.

das por EUA desde Jordania a Egipto a 
Bahréin. El imperialismo estadounidense 
nunca permitirá a las/os palestinos hacer 
algo que realmente inspiraría a la región. 
Las consecuencias serían revolucionarias 
y acabaría con el flujo interminable de 
las ganancias del complejo industrial del 
petróleo.

Era fácil y se sentía bien estar contra la 
guerra y anti-Bush. Él era un tonto con-
servador que no podía pronunciar “nucle-
ar” y mintió sobre Irak.

Sin embargo, mientras que el presiden-
te liberal y letrado Barack Obama dice to-
das las cosas correctas acerca de algunas 
cuestiones sociales liberales — e incluso 
puede lamentar las víctimas palestinas — 
él apoya totalmente el genocidio de Israel.

Ponga su fe en la clase trabajadora mo-
vilizada. Es la única fuerza en el planeta 
que puede detener la guerra. 

Continua de página 12

Masacre de Gaza 
expone demócratas

LIBERTAD PARA 
LOS CINCO CUBANOS   

Y TODOS LOS  
PRESOS POLÍTICOS

U.S. reopens war on Iraq
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EUA comete crímenes de guerra en Gaza

Masacre de Gaza expone demócratas

Carta de un veterano 
del ejército israelí

Por Chris Fry

Mientras voceros del gobierno es-
tadounidense cínicamente condenaban el 
bombardeo israelí en Gaza de una escue-
la de la ONU que estaba siendo utilizada 
para albergar a 3.300 civiles el 29 de julio, 
el Pentágono abría las puertas a una pro-
visión secreta de armas estadounidenses 
y municiones a Israel para reabastecer 
su menguante reserva. El bombardeo 
mató al menos a 16 palestinos, entre ellos 
muchos niños.

El sitio web israelí Yedioth Ahronoth 
reveló que EUA mantiene más de $1 mil 
millones en armas en Israel “destinadas 
al ejército estadounidense para casos de 
emergencia”. Las armas entregadas a Is-
rael para continuar su asesina campaña 
contra Gaza, la Operación Margen Pro-
tector, incluyen lanzadores de morteros 
de 120 mm y bombas de 40 mm y det-
onadores, granadas y municiones. (mid-
dleeastmonitor.com, 31 de julio)

Esta es sólo una pequeña fracción de 
la ayuda militar proporcionada o vendida 
a Israel por el gobierno y la industria ar-
mamentística estadounidense y utilizada 
por las Fuerzas de Defensa de Israel en 
Gaza. En el 2013, EUA envió al menos 
$196 millones en piezas para aviones y 
helicópteros, entre ellos aviones F-16 de 
combate y helicópteros “Apache” utiliza-
dos para bombardear y ametrallar casas 
y oficinas en Gaza. Más de $92 millones 
han sido suministrados en el 2014 (truth-
out.org, 23 de julio)

EUA ha enviado $39 millones en vehícu-
los blindados de combate en el 2014, in-
cluyendo a los Doher Howitzers M109 que 
Israel usa para bombardear objetivos en 
Gaza. EUA también ha entregado más de 
$9 millones en cartuchos de municiones.

El Departamento de Estado de EUA 
aprobó la venta en $544 millones a Isra-
el de misiles AIM-9X Sidewinder, que se 
pueden montar en los aviones de combate 
F-16 para disparar objetivos en tierra.

La ayuda oficial militar estadounidense 
a Israel asciende a $3 mil millones al año, 
sin incluir 504 millones para la defensa 
antimisil. Extraoficialmente, la ayuda es 
mucho más, e incluye formación, repara-
ciones, piezas de repuesto, investigación 
y desarrollo.

Israel es el único estado al que se le 
permite el uso de diseños de armas es-
tadounidenses para desarrollar su propia 
industria de armas. También hay muchos 
proyectos conjuntos entre Israel y el ejér-
cito EUA. Israel también tiene la condi-
ción de “vía rápida”, por lo que puede 
llegar a acuerdos directamente con los 
traficantes de armas de EUA sin pasar 
por el Pentágono.

Un reportero de ‘truth-out.org’ pre-
guntó a Richard Falk, ex ponente espe-
cial de la ONU sobre derechos humanos 
de las/os palestinos, lo que pensaba de la 
ayuda militar estadounidense a Israel que 
permite este ataque a Gaza. Señaló que las 
exportaciones de Estados Unidos a Israel 

violan la Ley de Control de Armas de 1976.
“No hay ningún argumento jurídico, 

político o moral que apoye el alegato de 
que Israel esté actuando en legítima de-
fensa”, dijo Falk. “Gaza, desde el punto de 
vista del derecho internacional, no es un 
estado extranjero, sino un territorio ocu-
pado. No se puede ejercer una defensa en 
relación a un territorio del que usted es 
responsable de administrar de acuerdo al 
derecho internacional humanitario”. (25 
de julio)

Amnistía Internacional ha pedido a 
EUA que detenga de inmediato los envíos 
de armas a Israel en medio de “la creci-
ente evidencia de crímenes de guerra en 
Gaza”. (Amnesty.org, 31 de julio)

El alto comisionado de DDHH de la 
ONU, Navi Pillay, también criticó a EUA: 
“No sólo ha proporcionado el armamen-
to que ahora está siendo utilizado por 
Israel en Gaza, sino que también ha pro-
porcionado casi $1 mil millones para las 
cúpulas de hierro que protegen a israelíes 
de los ataques con cohetes, pero ningu-
na protección se ha proporcionado a los 
habitantes de Gaza contra el bombardeo. 
Así que le recuerdo a EUA que forma par-
te del derecho internacional humanitario 
y los derechos humanos internacionales”. 
(Democracynow.org, 1 de agosto)

Al armar a Israel y almacenar armas 
en Israel para su propio uso, el Pentágo-
no, el gobierno de Estados Unidos y todo 
el establecimiento imperialista dem-
uestran que no les importa los derechos 
humanos. Su única preocupación es el 
control de la vasta riqueza petrolera del 
Medio Oriente. Al respaldar la atrocidad 
israelí en Gaza, tiene la intención de no 
dejar que nada se interponga en su cami-
no por retener un férreo control sobre 
toda la región. 

Por Tony Murphy

Si usted no se había percatado del ver-
dadero papel del Partido Demócrata, la 
masacre por el ejército israelí contra civi-
les palestinas/os debieron abrirle los ojos.

Mientras fotos y videos impresion-
antes de la devastación de Gaza están 
siendo observados las 24 horas por cual-
quier persona con una computadora, los 
políticos demócratas no pueden expresar 
su apoyo a Israel lo suficiente.

La primera y más impactante indi-
cación fue la resolución unánime de apoyo 
a Israel del 18 de julio por el Senado. Se 
produjo dos días después de que el New 
York Times publicara una foto en prime-
ra plana con el reportaje de cuatro niños 
palestinos que fueron bombardeados y 
asesinados mientras jugaban en la playa.

El NYT generalmente hace lo im-
posible por defender las acciones de Isra-
el. Esta vez no hubo manera de ocultar la 
naturaleza asesina de este ataque, ya que 
pasó cerca de un hotel donde se alojaban 
periodistas de todo el mundo. El peri-
odista Tyler Hicks del NYT, quien ganó 
el Premio Pulitzer por fotografía en 2014, 
escribió su propio relato: “Los niños, tal 
vez de 4 pies de alto, vestidos con ropa de 
verano, escapándose de las explosiones 
no se ajustan a la descripción de combat-
ientes de Hamas”.

El artículo de Hicks salió el miércoles 16 
de julio. El viernes, Bernie Sanders (I, Vt.), 
Al Franken (D, Minn.), Elizabeth Warren 
(D, Mass.), Cory Booker (D, N.J.) y cada 
demócrata “liberal” en el Senado de Esta-
dos Unidos, votó apoyando esta masacre.

Por supuesto, eso fue solo el prim-
er ultraje. El 29 de julio, once días más 
tarde durante los cuales las Fuerzas de 
Defensa de Israel habían matado a niños 
durmiendo en la escuela Jabaliya con-
vertida en refugio, asesinado a civiles en 
Shijai’iya, aumentando la cifra total de 
palestinas/os muertos a más de 1.000, el 
mismo senado votó 100 a 0 aumentando 

los fondos para Israel que ya recibe $3,5 
mil millones al año de EUA.

Si usted cree que la moral de los políti-
cos son rehenes del Comité America-
no-Israelí de Asuntos Públicos (AIPAC 
por sus siglas en inglés), se equivoca. La 
base del apoyo burgués por el genocidio 
despiadado de Israel contra las/os pales-
tinos no es el cabildeo sionista. Es el pa-
pel indispensable que Israel desempeña 
para el imperialismo estadounidense en 
el Medio Oriente.

Alexander Haig, secretario de estado 
de Ronald Reagan en la década de los ‘80, 
dijo la famosa frase “Israel es el porta-
aviones estadounidense más grande en 
el mundo que no puede ser hundido, no 
lleva ni un solo soldado estadounidense, 
y se encuentra en una región crítica para 
la seguridad nacional de EUA”. En 1981, 
Israel bombardeó la planta de energía nu-
clear de Osirak en Irak.

Luego está la última revelación del pe-
riodista Glenn Greenwald quien usa doc-
umentos secretos de la Agencia de Segu-
ridad Nacional recientemente revelados 
para exponer la cooperación entre las 
agencias de inteligencia de Israel y EUA.

Un documento de la ASN del 19 de 
abril de 2013 declara: “Las [amenazas] 
geográficas mutuamente acordadas in-
cluyen los países del África de Norte, el 
Oriente Medio, el Golfo Pérsico, Asia del 
Sur, y las repúblicas islámicas de la anti-
gua Unión Soviética”.

Una de las “prioridades claves” de 
esta cooperación es “el programa iraní 
de desarrollo nuclear, seguido por los 
esfuerzos nucleares de Siria, planes e in-
tenciones del Hizbolá libanés, el terroris-
mo palestino [sic], y la Yihad global”. El 
documento habla de “la focalización y la 
explotación” de estos temas.

Greenwald concluye: “Los nuevos doc-
umentos de Snowden ilustran un hecho 
crucial: la agresión israelí no sería posible 
sin el constante apoyo generoso y la pro-
tección del gobierno de EUA”. (informa-

Yo era miembro de las fuerzas arma-
das israelíes de 1972 - 1975 y participé 
en las ocupaciones ilegales sionistas 
de Palestina, Egipto y Siria y la guerra 
árabe-israelí de 1973. He sido testigo 
de la firmeza y la resistencia del pueblo 
palestino, junto con sus aliados de otras 
comunidades árabes.

Aunque los sistemas de armas, en su 
mayoría financiados y suministrados 
por EUA, han sido modernizados en los 
últimos años, y el ejército israelí se ha 
retirado de Egipto, mucho sigue igual. 
Palestina y Siria siguen siendo ocupadas 
por unidades de combate y colonos is-
raelíes. Egipto continúa ocupado — por el 
Banco Mundial, el FMI y los más de 690 
soldados estadounidenses que forman 
parte de la Fuerza Multinacional y Ob-
servadores creada por el llamado Tratado 
de Paz del 1981 entre Egipto e Israel.

El actual asalto israelí contra la 
población de Gaza es una fase más de 
la colonización sionista y la ocupación 
de Palestina, cuyas raíces se remontan 

al siglo 19. Esta ocupación solo puede 
ser realizada por un ejército israelí 
alimentado por el racismo y la deshu-
manización de sus vecinos palestinos.

Veteranos por la Paz, en una 
declaración aprobada en su recién con-
cluida Convención Nacional de 2014, 
“alienta a todos los soldados israelíes 
a evitar ser parte de los crímenes de 
guerra contra inocentes civiles palesti-
nas/os y considerar todas sus opciones 
para estar al lado de la humanidad”.

Los activistas anti-guerra y reserv-
istas militares israelíes que rechazan 
la orden y los objetores de conciencia 
deben recibir el apoyo y la asistencia 
de activistas de paz en EUA. Y los 
líderes civiles y militares de Israel que 
planearon y llevaron a cabo este geno-
cidio deben ser enviados a La Haya y 
enjuiciados por crímenes de guerra.

Michael Kramer, 
Presidente Capítulo Sección 021 
(norte de Nueva Jersey) 
Veteranos por la Paz

tionclearinghouse.info, 4 de agosto)
“La relación ha acarreado por lo menos 

en una ocasión, el pago encubierto de una 
gran cantidad de dinero en efectivo a los 
operativos israelíes”, escribe Greenwald. 
Esto tiene el carácter de asegurarse de 
que alguien que está a sus órdenes tiene 
suficientes recursos para servirle.

La causa palestina cuenta con la sim-
patía de las masas árabes que están 
oprimidas por las dictaduras respalda-

Continua a página 11
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