
The Veolia Corporation’s campaign to break the Bos-
ton School Bus Drivers Union and rip up their contract 
is part of a broader austerity attack that targets the 
unions, public education and Boston’s African-Ameri-
can, Latino/a and immigrant communities.

Workers World supports this all-important fight 
against union busting and austerity cutbacks. The most-
ly Haitian, Cape Verdean and African-American rank-
and-file school bus drivers have shown exemplary fight-
ing spirit in going up against the global union-busting 
Veolia.

As this fight grows to include 
greater sectors of Boston’s 
communities, labor movement 
and progressive groups, the 
cynical anti-people attack can 
be turned around — and serve 
as a victory that can start to 

turn back the tide against the austerity being imposed 
from coast to coast on working people.

Last October, when Veolia locked out the union and 
illegally fired four of its leaders, its union-busting inten-
tions were clear.

Since then, Boston Public Schools has also announced 
$107 million in public education cuts. This would not 

only eliminate hundreds of 
drivers’ jobs, but also kick 
4,500 students off the school 
buses and onto the city’s al-
ready-overcrowded subway 
system, close schools, and lay 
off 250 teachers and class-
room aides.

The dismantling of school 
busing would effectively re-
turn Boston to the racist era 

By Sara Flounders

Thirty-five years of U.S. subversion, intervention and 
then direct occupation of Iraq are the primary cause of 
the violent sectarian divisions now pulling that country 
apart.

Any further U.S. intervention will have even more di-
sastrous consequences for the population as a whole and 
the entire region. This may well be Washington’s plan.

Since the Iranian Revolution, the U.S., through Sau-
di Arabia, Kuwait and other absolute monarchies in the 
Persian Gulf, has exacerbated religious and national dif-
ferences in Iraq to destabilize the entire region. It has 
funded and supported the most extreme sectarian or-
ganizations to divide Sunni and Shia Muslim Iraqis and 
Kurdish and Arab Iraqis. Divide and conquer has been a 
consistent option through six U.S. presidents, Republi-
cans and Democrats.

President Barack Obama’s announcement on June 19 
that he was sending 300 U.S. Army Special Forces into 
Iraq shows the continued danger to the entire region.

Obama promised there would be no U.S. boots on 
the ground — ignoring the 1,500 troops already there. 
He said he was just sending “advisors,” plus additional 
troops to guard the largest U.S. embassy in the world.

But he added that the U.S. “will be prepared to take 
targeted and precise military action if and when we 
conclude that the situation on the ground requires it.” 
(National Journal, June 19) Six U.S. warships are in the 
Persian Gulf and 5,000 U.S. soldiers are just across the 
border in Kuwait. A total of 30,000 U.S. troops are in the 
region to back up the real possibility of military action.

In a June 18 White House press conference, Obama 
said the U.S. is acting because “obviously issues like en-
ergy and global energy markets continue to be import-
ant.” Control over oil is the real reason for decades of 
divisive U.S. policy.

U.S. role in Iran-Iraq war

In 1979 the repressive and corrupt U.S.-supported 
Pahlavi monarchy in Iran, which had ruled for 25 years, 
was overthrown by a popular revolutionary upsurge that 
the U.S. was powerless to prevent or reverse. It shook the 
entire region. Wall Street and its client states were deep-
ly concerned for their future as anti-imperialist senti-
ment swept the Muslim world.

National Security Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski pub-
licly urged Iraq to use the opportunity to attack Iran and 
take back the Shatt-al-Arab waterway. This conflict was 
posed as a Sunni-Shiite struggle.

The U.S. arranged for massive loans to Iraq from cli-
ent states such as Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. U.S., British, 
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Who we are & what we’re fighting for
Hate capitalism? Workers World Party fights for a 

socialist society — where the wealth is socially owned 
and production is planned to satisfy human need. This 
outmoded capitalist system is dragging down workers’ 
living standards while throwing millions out of their 
jobs. If you’re young, you know they’re stealing your fu-
ture. And capitalism is threatening the entire planet with 
its unplanned, profit-driven stranglehold over the means 
of production.

Workers built it all — it belongs to society, not to a 
handful of billionaires! But we need a revolution to 
make that change. That’s why for 55 years WWP has 
been building a revolutionary party of the working 
class inside the belly of the beast.

We fight every kind of oppression. Racism, sexism, 

degrading people because of their nationality, sexual or 
gender identity or disabilities — all are tools the ruling 
class uses to keep us apart. They ruthlessly super-ex-
ploit some in order to better exploit us all. WWP builds 
unity among all workers while supporting the right 
of self-determination. Fighting oppression is a work-
ing-class issue, which is confirmed by the many labor 
struggles led today by people of color, immigrants and 
women.

WWP has a long history of militant opposition to im-
perialist wars. The billionaire rulers are bent on turning 
back the clock to the bad old days before socialist revo-
lutions and national liberation struggles liberated terri-
tory from their grip. We’ve been in the streets to oppose 
every one of imperialism’s wars and aggressions. 
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By Dolores Cox 
Brooklyn, N.Y.

On June 14 from noon to sunset, the 25th annual 
“Tribute to Our Ancestors of the Middle Passage” took 
place at the “Ancestors’ Circle” on Brooklyn’s Coney Is-
land boardwalk. The takeaway message from the orga-
nizers was: “We will never forget you and we will never 
turn our backs to you.”

The tribute paid homage to the tens of millions of Af-
ricans kidnapped from their homeland who perished at 
sea in the bowels of slave ships from Africa to their des-
tinations in the Caribbean, Central and South America, 
and the United States. Some of the earliest slave ships 
docked in the waters off Coney Island. In the spirit of 
Sankofa [from Ghana’s Akan language meaning “reach 
back and get it”], the commemoration focused on edu-
cating all people about the past so that it will never be 
forgotten or repeated.

The day’s celebration began with African drumming, 
the pouring of libations, and prayer, followed by the his-
tory of African peoples, African dancing, musical perfor-
mances and spoken word poetry. Names were read hon-
oring those throughout the African Diaspora who made 
significant contributions to the Black Liberation struggle 
and who recently died. The celebration was open to ev-
eryone and wearing white or African attire was encour-
aged to show unity.

The day concluded with a procession from the board-
walk down to the beach, accompanied by drumming and 
the playing of other African instruments, a wade in the 
water, and the offering of flowers and collective prayers to 
the ancestors. The traditional return to the boardwalk is 
to walk backwards, symbolizing never turning one’s back 
to the ancestors.

The City University of New York’s Medgar Evers Col-
lege and People of the Sun Middle Passage Collective 
sponsored and organized the tribute. The collective 
makes a political and social commitment to raising all 
people’s consciousness and activism. A vital part of the 
collective’s work includes a focus on the Brooklyn com-
munity around issues affecting personal lives, such as 
health issues, personal safety and the environment. 

A tribute to
‘ANCESTORS OF THE MIDDLE PASSAGE’

MARXISM, REPARATIONS 
& the Black Freedom Struggle
An anthology of writings from Workers World newspaper. Edited by Monica Moorehead.

Racism, National Oppression & Self-Determination • Black Labor from Chattel 
Slavery to Wage Slavery • Black Youth: Repression & Resistance • The Struggle for 
Socialism Is Key • Black & Brown Unity: A Pillar of Struggle for Human Rights and 
Global Justice! • Alabama’s Black Belt: Legacy of Slavery, Sharecropping and Seg-
regation • Harriet Tubman, Woman Warrior • Are Conditions Ripe Again Today? 
40th Anniversary of the 1965 Watts Rebellion • Racism and Poverty in the Delta
Available from major online booksellers.
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In the spirit of Stonewall Rebellion

TransJustice’s points of unity
Following is edited text from Trans­

Justice of the Audre Lorde Project, a 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two-Spirit, 
Trans and Gender Non-Conforming 
People of Color Center for Community 
Organizing on the 10th Annual New 
York City Trans Day of Action for Social 
and Economic Justice. Go to alp.org 
to read the 10 points of unity in their 
entirety in both Spanish and English.

On June 27, TGNC (Trans and Gender 
Non-Conforming) People of Color (POC) 
and allies will take to the streets of New 
York City once again and demand justice 
to let the world know that the Stonewall 
Rebellion is not over and we will continue 
fighting for justice and raising our voices 
until we are heard.

Oppressed peoples include people of 
color, people who are currently and for-
merly incarcerated, immigrants, youth 
and elders, people with disabilities, wom-
en, TGNC people, and poor people who 
are underserved, face higher levels of 
discrimination, heightened surveillance 
and experience increased violence at the 
hands of the state.

These are the points of unity:

• We demand an end to profiling, harass-
ment and brutality at the hands of the 
police. The New York Anti-Violence 
Project reports that Trans women are 
four times more likely to experience 
police violence than all other people 
reporting violence. We are in solidarity 

with FIERCE and their campaign to 
counter the displacement and crimi-
nalization of LGBTQ youth of color.

• We demand justice for the many 
TGNC POC who have been beaten, 
assaulted, raped and murdered; 
yet these incidents continue to be 
silenced or misclassified. We also de-
mand an end to nonphysical acts of 
violence such as verbal harassment 
and gender policing.

• We demand access to both public and 
private spaces without fear of harass-
ment or brutality. We call for access 
and the agency to choose which rest
rooms match our gender identity and 
gender expression, and for the devel-
opment of gender neutral restrooms, 
as well as accountability for staff and 
patrons of both private and public 
spaces when we face discrimination 
and abuse.

• We demand the full legalization of all 
immigrants. We stand in solidarity 
with Indigenous-identified Two-Spirit 
people and the sovereignty of the First 
Nations on whose land we now see 
the U.S. attempt to enforce arbitrary 
borders. We stand in solidarity with 
the 3 million-plus people who have 
been deported and we demand an end 
to such displacement.

• We are in solidarity with all prisoners, 
especially the many TGNC POC people 
behind the walls. We demand an end 

to the torture and discrimination that 
TGNC POC prisoners face. We demand 
that all TGNC POC prisoners receive 
competent and respectful health care.

• We oppose the U.S. “War on Terror-
ism” as an excuse to legitimize the 
expansion of the U.S. as an imperial 
super-power and to separate our 
communities by fostering feelings of 
hate, xenophobia and violence. We 
demand the immediate removal of all 
U.S. troops from all countries under 
occupation and demand an end to use 
of U.S. dollars to cultivate and sponsor 
wars against people in the U.S. and 
abroad.

• We demand accessible, respectful and 
comprehensive health care. TGNC 
POC deserve the right to access quality 
and emergency health care and to be 
treated with dignity and respect while 
receiving necessary care.

• We demand safety while utilizing 
public transportation. TGNC POC 
should be addressed by their preferred 

pronoun and should not be targeted 
by employees or harassed by other 
customers. As evident with the recent 
attack on the MARTA in Atlanta of 
Janell Crosby and Tyra Woods, we 
recognize that this is also a national 
issue that must be resolved across the 
country.

• We demand that all people receiv-
ing public assistance be treated with 
respect and dignity.

• We demand access to respectful and 
safe housing. A disproportionate 
number of TGNC POC have been or 
are currently homeless, and experi-
ence violence and discrimination when 
trying to access shelters and housing 
programs. We demand safe spaces for 
all TGNC people.

• We demand that TGNC POC people 
have equal access to employment and 
education opportunities. We are out-
raged by the high numbers of TGNC 
POC who are unemployed. Few TGNC 
POC have access to opportunities for 
learning in a safe school environment.

We commemorate the memory 
of Islan Nettles, Kandy Hall, 
Brittany-Nicole Kidd-Stergis, 
Zoraida Reyes, and the many brave souls 
we have lost, who have struggled and 
lived their lives fearlessly, being true 
to who they were. They keep the fire of 
struggle burning within all of us. 

How Voting Rights Act was set back
By Dolores Cox

At his Escambia County polling site 
on June 3, 93-year-old African-Ameri-
can Willie Mims was disenfranchised by 
Alabama’s strict new voter ID law. Mims 
was turned away because he did not have 
a photo ID.

He explained that he no longer drives, 
so his license had expired. He was not of-
fered a chance to cast a provisional bal-
lot, as the law requires.

Mims has voted as far back as the re-
cords go. This primary was the first Al-
abama election under the new law. It is 
estimated that 25 percent of Blacks lack 
the required ID to vote.

How can this happen almost 150 years 
after the end of the U.S. Civil War?

Just four years after the end of chattel 
slavery, the 15th Amendment to the Con-
stitution prohibited states from deny-
ing male citizens the right to vote based 
on “race, color or previous condition of 
servitude.”

But the rich landowners who had 
profited off slavery still owned most 
of the land. Once the Union Army was 
withdrawn from the South in the “Great 
Compromise” of 1877, most Southern 
Black people were soon re-subjugated 
under the sharecropping system.

In 1896 Louisiana passed “grandfa-
ther clauses” to exclude former slaves 
and their descendants from voting, re-
sulting in a 45 percent drop in Black reg-
istered voters.

In the following decades various dis-
criminatory practices were used to dis-
enfranchise African Americans, par-
ticularly in the South. Latinos/as faced 
similar voting barriers in Texas and oth-
er parts of the Southwest, as did Native 
and Asian-American voters in the West.

Civil Rights and voting rights
During the Civil Rights Movement of 

the 1950s and 1960s, voting-rights ac-
tivists and nonviolent protesters in the 
South were subjected to violence in the 
form of night sticks, tear gas, severe beat-
ings, jailings, fire hoses and attack dogs. 
Their homes, churches and schools were 
bombed; they suffered harassment, eco-
nomic reprisals and also murder. Literacy 
tests, poll taxes and disenfranchisement 
of ex-inmates were all aimed at prevent-
ing Blacks from registering and voting.

African Americans attempting to vote 
were often told they had the wrong date, 
time or polling place; had filled out the 
application incorrectly; or possessed in-
sufficient literacy skills. Some were told 
to recite the entire Constitution. Centu-
ries of enslavement, oppression and pov-
erty had left a high rate of illiteracy. But 
even Blacks with college degrees were 
turned away from the polls.

On March 7, 1965, more than 500 
peaceful marchers attempted to march 
from Selma, Ala., to the state Capitol in 
Montgomery to demand voting rights. 
They were brutally attacked at the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge by state troopers, 
local police and white mobs.

The impact of this broad-based Civil 
Rights Movement forced President Lyn-
don Johnson to sign the Voting Rights 
Act on Aug. 6, 1965. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and other civil and human rights 
leaders were present at the ceremony.

The Voting Rights Act followed lan-
guage similar to the 15th Amendment 
and prohibited the denial or abridgment 
of the right to vote on the basis of race or 
color. It also expanded voting rights for 
non-English-speaking citizens.

Enforcement of the act was weak. Many 
Southern states often ignored it in areas 

where the Black population was high.
State and local governments immedi-

ately challenged it in the courts. Tactics 
like gerrymandering to dilute minority 
voting strength, discriminatory annexa-
tions and inaccessible locations of polling 
places were employed to prevent newly 
registered Blacks from voting.

But by 1990, a quarter century after pas-
sage of the Voting Rights Act, the number 
of Black state legislators and members of 
Congress had risen from 2 to 160, accord-
ing to the Congress for Racial Equality.

This was particularly true in Missis-
sippi. African-American voter turnout 
there increased from 6 percent in 1964 to 
59 percent just five years later. According 
to the U.S. National Archives & Records 
Administration, more than 50 percent of 
African Americans in nine out of the 13 
Southern states were registered to vote in 
the first year of the act.

What was the rich, white power struc-
ture afraid of? That Black people would 
flock to the polls and elect leaders from 
the movement.

That’s what happened last June, when 
Chokwe Lumumba, a leader of the Re-
public of New Afrika and the Malcolm X 
Grassroots Movement, was elected mayor 
of Jackson, Miss. He had been outspent 
five to one in the primaries, but was so 
enormously popular among Black voters 
and other progressives that he won hands 
down. His program was centered on alle-
viating poverty and engaging Black youth 
in the struggle for a better life. Tragically, 
he died after less than a year in office.

String of court decisions gut voting act

Because of systematic racist resistance, 
the voting act had been extended, renewed 
and strengthened in 1970, 1975 and 1982.

However, beginning in 1980 — the year 

Ronald Reagan was elected — the courts, 
including the U.S. Supreme Court, began 
whittling down the Voting Rights Act, par
ticularly the provision on federal oversight.

In 2006 and again in 2009 the U.S. Su-
preme Court allowed areas to “bail out” 
from accepting federal voting examiners.

Then last June the court ruled that the 
Voting Rights Act’s formula to determine 
which states and political subdivisions 
had to get preclearance from the Jus-
tice Department before changing their 
voting laws was unconstitutional. That 
gutted the act.

The result was new voter ID laws, like 
the one in Alabama, that claim to combat 
voter fraud — a nearly nonexistent prob-
lem — but are really intended to once 
again disenfranchise oppressed peoples 
and thus manipulate the elections.

Last June, Texas enacted a new, strict 
voter ID law. Those lacking photo ID can 
apply for an election identification certifi-
cate, but not without a birth certificate or 
other proof of citizenship. This past May, 
the new law prevented a 92-year-old 
white woman, Ruby Barber, from voting 
for lack of a photo ID or birth certificate.

Barber tried unsuccessfully to obtain 
a so-called “free” photo ID from the 
Texas Department of Public Safety. Her 
Medicare and Social Security cards did 
not suffice. Her driver’s license expired 
years ago, her marriage certificate was 
destroyed in a fire, and she was unable 
to locate her birth certificate as she was 
born at home, delivered by a midwife.

Because of the publicity she’s gotten, 
Barber will be able to get a state-issued 
photo ID to vote. Texas verified her birth 
date in a 1940 U.S. census. But hundreds 
of thousands of registered voters still do 
not have the required photo ID needed to 
vote under the Texas law. 
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Demanding answers to East Harlem explosion

PHOTO: ROSA GRABLE

From left, Bruce Farina of Utility Workers of America Local 1-2, Eileen Gonzalez of El Barrio 
Community Action and Johnnie Stevens.

By Larry Littman 
New York

At a June 18 City Council public hear-
ing, an ad hoc coalition of tenants and ac-
tivists stepped up the fight to make Con 
Edison accountable for the East Harlem 
gas explosion in March that killed eight 
residents and left more than 80 homeless.

The hearing, on assessing the eco-
nomic impact of New York’s failing in-
frastructure, was co-chaired by City 
Council members Dan Garodnick, chair 
of the Economic Development Commit-
tee; Donovan Richards, chair of the En-
vironmental Protection Committee; and 
Rafael Espinal Jr., chair of the Consumer 
Affairs Committee.

New Yorkers in Solidarity with the 
Survivors and Community of East Har-
lem and El Barrio, which was formed 
following the explosion, issued demands 
focusing on Con Ed’s culpability and debt 
to the victims and the community.

Johnnie Stevens, the group’s found-
er and director, called on the National 
Transportation Safety Board to plan a 
public hearing in East Harlem to deter-
mine what is needed for the community 
and what must be done to prevent such a 
disaster from recurring.

Stevens said Con Ed’s liability must be 
fully investigated: “Could this have been 
prevented? What is Con Ed doing now to 
to prevent future disasters? Are they do-
ing all they can to make restitution to the 
community?”

Stevens indicated in an interview with 
Workers World that a hearing in the 
neighborhood could help residents seek 
progress for their community beyond gas 
leaks. “It is only right that the hearing be 
located in the area of this tragic disaster. 
... The community has been neglected for 
too long. With a hearing in their back-
yard, the residents can have a part in cre-
ating their own future.”

‘A lot of anger in the community’

At the City Council hearing, Eileen 
Gonzalez focused on the community’s 
difficulties in dealing with social issues, 
including immigration. Gonzalez has 
been a resident in the neighborhood’s 
public Taft Houses for more than 20 
years and is a member of the East Har-
lem El Barrio Community Action group, 
which gave material aid to explosion 

survivors. Immigrants, who account for 
a large part of the area’s population, are 
afraid of being deported if they engage in 
political activities, she said.

Both Stevens and Ken Gale, host and 
producer of the environmental show 
“Eco-Logic” on WBAI Radio, said that 
residents from the community should be 
hired to fix the pipes and the buildings.

“There is a lot of anger in the commu-
nity, but a lot of it is focused construc-
tively,” said Gale, who noted the slow 
reaction of the city in restoring services 
to the community. “I am confident that 
the blown-out windows of the surround-
ing buildings would have been replaced 
much faster in my own neighborhood. 
I’m saying everyone should have the 

same speedy service.”
Gale added that “our addiction to fos-

sil fuel was partly or largely to blame” 
for the pipeline explosion. He suggested 
making buildings more energy efficient 
and using solar energy. As of now, Con 
Ed is not giving up old-fashioned gas for 
the sun.

A report issued by Mayor Bill de Blasio 
on the day of the hearing stated that the 
city’s fire department is now responding 
to all reported gas leaks, a significant in-
crease in that agency’s role. According to 
the report, the department has been re-
sponding to every leak since the explosion.

“Obviously it’s disappointing that none 
of us were made aware of the recommen-
dations in advance of the hearing today,” 
said Council Member Garodnick.

Edward Foppiano, Con Ed’s senior 
vice president of gas operations, said the 
fire department has an average response 
time of eight minutes for non-fire-related 
calls, while Con Ed’s response time to gas 
leaks is between 20 and 25 minutes. 

‘NO’ to privatization

Student testing – where profits come first

A large crowd of Philadelphia Gas 
Works workers and their supporters ral-
lied outside City Hall on June 19 to stop 
the privatization of the city-owned utility. 
Utility Workers Local 686 organized the 
demonstration, which included a number 
of politicians and labor leaders, including 

Pat Eiding, president of the Philadelphia 
Council AFL-CIO. Speakers emphasized 
that the sale of the utility would ultimate-
ly raise heating prices for residents, de-
crease safety for communities, and lower 
wages, benefits and rights of workers.

— Report and photo by Joe Piette

By Betsey Piette

In 2002, President George W. Bush 
ushered in the No Child Left Behind 
Act that introduced standardized test-
ing throughout elementary schools in 
the U.S. These teach-to-the-test poli-
cies failed miserably, forcing teachers to 
waste valuable classroom time prepar-
ing students for tests, leaving little time 
to develop students’ basic reading, math 
and analytical skills. NCLB also resulted 
in funding cuts for schools where stu-
dents did not meet arbitrary standards 
set under the act.

The Common Core State Standard test-
ing is to be introduced in school districts 
in 45 states and the District of Columbia 
in 2014. The CCSS is NCLB on steroids.

Teachers will have to retrain to use 
new untested math and English-language 
software and CCSS-tailored textbooks. 
School districts already strapped for cash 
will be forced to spend limited resources 
on the new technology.

Only the corporations that financed 
the development of this new technology 

professor of education at New York Uni-
versity and author of “Reign of Error,” 
sounded the alarm over the implemen-
tation of Common Core and called for 
a congressional investigation, noting, 
“The idea that the richest man in [the 
U.S.] can purchase and — working close-
ly with the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion — impose new and untested aca-
demic standards on the nation’s public 
schools is a national scandal.” (Huffing-
ton Post, June 9)

One day later the Gates Foundation 
urged a two-year moratorium on the full 
implementation of the Common Core 
program.

Valued at $1.3 trillion, for-profit edu-
cation is one of the largest U.S. invest-
ment markets. (Washington Post, Jan. 9, 
2013) When colleges and career-training 
programs are included, the education 
sector represents almost 9 percent of the 
U.S. gross domestic product.

Corporate investments in K-12 edu-
cation technology reached $389 million 
in 2011, up from $13 million in 2005. 
Technology developers see a virtual 
“education revolution in which public 
schools outsource to private vendors 
such critical tasks as teaching math, 
educating students [with disabilities], 
even writing report cards, said Michael 
Moe,” the founder of GSV Capital. (Reu-
ters, Aug. 2, 2012)

The tests are designed to make most 
public schools look really bad. They are 
counting on widespread student “fail-
ure” of the CCSS to push districts and 
parents to purchase even more training 
technology.

More testing equals less teaching. The 
value of qualified teachers is undercut to 
promote more standardized testing — 
technology — into the classroom.

This is the general trend of capitalism 
in the epoch of capitalism at a dead end. 
Dumb down labor. Replace teachers with 
tablets. Classroom time devoted to the 
joy of learning is pushed aside to make 
time for the standardized test — the tool 
corporations use to push out unionized 
teachers and replace them with low-
er-wage, part-time, inexperienced staff.

There is little doubt that those who 
benefit most are neither teachers nor stu-
dents, but the for-profit testing industry.

A longer version of this article can be 
read at workers.org.

and lobbied for its implementation stand 
to gain. These corporations are also 
counting on students’ widespread failing 
of the Common Core tests as an excuse 
to push districts to purchase even more 
training technology, fire teachers in low-
ranked schools and turn schools over to 
private management. The CCSS is the 
latest in the grand corporate scheme to 
profit from privatized public education.

Microsoft and Pearson get big CCSS profits

Foremost among corporations already 
profiting from the CCSS are Bill Gates’ 
Microsoft and British-based Pearson Inc.

In 2011 the Gates Foundation joined 
forces with the Pearson Foundation to 
create new online reading and math 
courses for the CCSS.

This latest round of federally imposed 
educational testing is designed to secure 
new markets for technical and computer-
ized educational materials.

Pearson has billions of dollars in 
long-term contracts with education de-
partments in a number of states and 
municipalities to introduce both testing 
software and the teacher training soft-
ware and textbooks it claims are neces-
sary to prepare for the tests.

However, having secured these prof-
itable contracts prior to the roll out of 
Common Core, Pearson is running into 
problems in states that started testing 
students using the standards. Oklahoma, 
Indiana and South Carolina, which tried 
out the testing, dropped the program 
entirely. Lawmakers in Florida, Illinois 
and South Dakota have introduced leg-
islation to reassess the use of the CCSS 
and related tests. There is a bill in the 
Tennessee legislature to freeze Common 
Core implementation.

When Common Core tests were ad-
ministered in New York in the spring of 
2013, 70 percent of students across the 
state “failed.” State education adminis-
trators said the test results showed the 
need for more education “reforms” — 
code for attacking teachers’ unions and 
privatizing schools — while claiming that 
more testing was the solution. Parents 
and teachers, on the other hand, see the 
results as a reason to throw out the tests.

Call for investigation prompts 
Gates’ moratorium

On June 9, Diane Ravitch, research 

 PHILADELPHIA
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Detroit retirees denounce ‘Grand Theft Pension’

 WW PHOTO: KRIS HAMEL

City retirees take their message to May Day march.

By David Sole 
Detroit

June 18 — Retired city of Detroit work-
ers continue to oppose deep cuts to their 
pensions in the face of enormous pres-
sure from the bankruptcy court, politi-
cians and the corporate media.

Rank-and-file committees of retirees 
continue to find a lot of support for their 
urging of a “reject” vote on ballots sent to 
tens of thousands of retired workers or 
their survivors. However, the “leaders” of 
retiree associations, most unions, the 
bankruptcy court’s handpicked “Official 
Retirees Committee” and both retire-
ment systems boards of trustees have all 
caved in to the pressure and are urging 
retirees to vote acceptance of “the lesser 
of two evils.”

In early June, Michigan’s Republican 
governor, Rick Snyder, gave a highly pub-
licized speech telling retirees to accept his 
“Grand Bargain” as their only real choice. 
It involves charitable contributions from 
private foundations and corporations 
of over $450 million plus a $195 million 
lump sum from the state of Michigan to 
supposedly help avert closure of the De-
troit Institute of Arts and allegedly help 
city retirees’ pensions.

However, the media have covered up 
the fact that this plan would cut every 
pension by 4.5 percent plus take addition-
al cuts up to 15.5 percent in a “clawback” 
of what Emergency Manager Kevyn Orr 
claims was excess interest paid to work-
ers who enrolled in the annuity savings 
plan run by the pension system. Ending 
the 2.25 percent cost of living each year 
will cost retirees around 18 percent more 
over their lifetimes. Ending medical cov-
erage to non-Medicare-eligible (under 
65) retirees is costing those retired work-
ers at least $500 more per month to buy 
health insurance. The city provides $125 
toward this.

The Detroit Free Press ran a front page 
editorial on June 12 pushing the same 
message: Accept these cuts or the result 
will be worse. Some retirees are threat-
ened with loss of their entire pension.

Four mass meetings called by the Gen-
eral Retirement System board were held 
across metro Detroit on June 5 and June 
12. Hundreds of pensioners attended, 
only to be barraged by the same threats. 
Retirees handing out “Vote NO” leaflets 
were physically barred from the first 
meeting. At least one vocal opponent was 
carried out of the hall for speaking out.

The leaflet labeled the pension cuts as 

“Grand Theft Pension.” Persistent retir-
ees leafleted incoming cars and through-
out the parking lot, finally forcing the 
Pension Board organizers to allow leaf-
lets inside. Dozens of “Hands Off My 
Pension — Make the Banks Pay” T-shirts 
were sold and worn by angry retirees.

Major union caves in
June 6 was to be the date for an Amer-

ican Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees Council 25 “Retir-
ee Summit.” For almost a year AFSCME 
retiree meetings had denounced the way 
negotiations were going. Ed McNeil, an 
AFSCME Council 25 leader, had been 
named to the court-appointed “Official 
Retirees Committee” and spoken strongly 
against the attacks on pensions. On Oct. 
23, AFSCME had helped organize a ral-
ly of more than 1,000 protesters outside 
bankruptcy court. It was reported that 
McNeil was opposed to the decision of the 
“Official Retirees Committee” majority to 
urge acceptance of the “Grand Bargain.”

On June 5, last-minute notices went 
out announcing that the AFSCME retir-
ee summit had been canceled. A few days 
later, AFSCME Council 25 announced it 
was urging retirees to vote to accept the 
cuts. Notably, AFSCME Local 207 and 
Amalgamated Transit Union Local 26 
have both bucked the trend and officially 
urged their members to vote to reject.

The anger and frustration among re-
tirees is deep. Voting to accept the deal, 
however, would end the legal appeals 
now before the federal Circuit Court in 

Cincinnati based on Michigan’s Consti-
tution, which guarantees that public pen-
sions will not be impaired or diminished. 
Giving up the right to pursue this appeal 
riles many pensioners.

Activists from the Stop Theft of Our 
Pensions Committee and the Concerned 
Citizens, Active Workers and Retirees 
group are not just promoting a vote to 
reject. Retired workers are getting some 
radio interviews and explaining that 
voting down the “Grand Bargain” alone 
is not enough. A mass movement in the 
streets and in the courts, similar to the 
Civil Rights Movement, is needed to stop 
the assault on public pensions.

The collapse of the recognized leaders 
of retirees and active workers not only en-
dangers Detroit’s workers, but also helps 

open the door to a national assault on 
public pensions if the bankruptcy court 
approves the plan in this largest munic-
ipal bankruptcy in U.S. history. With 
balloting ending by July 11, it is an uphill 
struggle by retirees to protect their mod-
est incomes and generate a movement 
strong enough to turn the attack around.

At a picket line in front of Chase Bank 
and Quicken Loans offices in downtown 
Detroit on June 6, retired worker Yvonne 
Jones announced to the crowd, “I am not 
a revolutionary. I am a grandmother.” But 
this battle is turning grandmothers and 
grandfathers into militant combatants, 
fighting for their lives.

Sole is a Water Department retiree 
and Stop Theft of Our Pensions Commit­
tee organizer.

Conference 
facilitator 

Pablo Aceves, 
June 14.

Remembering Juneteenth, 
police victims

By Gloria Verdieu 
San Diego

On June 14, the 16th Annual Confer-
ence on Raza Prisoners and Colonialism 
was hosted by the Chicano Mexicano 
Prison Project.

The conference began with solidarity 
statements from the Brown Berets, Uhu-
ru and the San Diego Committee Against 
Police Brutality, followed by keynote 
speaker Dolores Canales of the California 
Families Against Solitary Confinement. 
Canales spoke passionately about what 
solitary confinement does physically and 
psychologically to prisoners. She showed 
slides of individual prisoners and pointed 
out how their skin looks after years with 
no sunlight. She also spoke about the 
prison hunger strike where over 30,000 

Families and Communities.” There were 
many youth in attendance who partici-
pated in the discussion after each panel. 
One of the youth in attendance was the 
son of Sagon Penn. On March 31, 1985, 
23-year-old Penn was racially profiled by 
San Diego police. He fought back but was 
acquitted of any wrongdoing after two tri-
als. In retribution, Penn was hounded and 
harassed by police right up to the day he 
was found dead in his apartment on June 
2, 2002. The San Diego chapter of Cop-
watch was named in honor of Sagon Penn.

The conference ended with two resolu-
tions. One of the resolutions was to build 
support for the Cuban 5 political prison-
ers, three of whom are still incarcerated in 
U.S. prisons. Many “Give me Five” cards, 
demanding that the U.S. government re-
lease the remaining three imprisoned he-
roes, were distributed. Footage from the 
Washington, D.C., demonstrations from 
“5 Days for the Cuban 5” in early June was 
shown. Conference facilitators gave an up-
date on the remaining three of the Cuban 5 
and the possibility of a prisoner exchange 
— releasing U.S. spy Alan Gross in ex-
change for the remaining three Cuban he-
roes. The other resolution was to continue 
to hold forums and rallies to build aware-
ness about the prison-industrial complex 
and the criminal injustice system.

Organizations that participated and 
endorsed this conference included the 
Association of Raza Educators, Students 
Against Mass Incarceration, Save Our Bar-
rios Coalition, Workers World Party, the 
San Diego Immigrant Youth Collective and 
those organizations mentioned above. 

A large crowd gathered 
June 19 on the central pla-
za of the downtown cathe-
dral in San Antonio, Texas, 
to celebrate Juneteenth, a 
state holiday commemorat-
ing the day in 1865 when 
word finally reached en-
slaved people in Texas that 
they had been freed two and 
a half years earlier.

Patricia Castillo, with the P.E.A.C.E 
Initiative, opened the event and then in-
troduced the guest speakers.

One featured speaker was Debbie 
Bush, the aunt of Marquise Jones, a vic-
tim of the San Antonio police. He was 
only 23 years old when a cop, Robert En-
cina, killed him. No charges have been 
brought against Encina, who has several 

cases of police abuse filed against him. 
Jones’ mother, Cheryl Jones, also attend-
ed the vigil but just could not bring her-
self to speak.

Organizations participating were the 
Southwest Workers Union, the Brown Be-
rets, All of Us or None and the P.E.A.C.E. 
Initiative, as well as several family mem-
bers and friends of Marquise Jones.

— Story and photo by Gloria Rubac

prisoners refused food.
There were two panels. The first ad-

dressed the issue “How prisons have de-
stroyed families.” Speakers on this panel 
included Aloni Bonilla, a victim of police 
brutality from Orange County who is 
fighting back. Bonilla had posted a video 
on Facebook to raise awareness about po-
lice using excessive force. A Los Angeles 
judge did not allow this video to be shown 
in court.

Carolyn Torres of Chicanos Unidos of 
Orange County spoke on gang injunc-
tions and Pedro Ríos from the American 
Friends Service Committee spoke on im-
migration and detention.

The second panel focused on condi-
tions in prisons and creating Raza re-
sistance. Speakers included Martha 
Esquivel and Kwame Agomou, of the In-
ternational People’s Democratic Uhuru 
Movement, who spoke of the conditions 
in the San Diego Central Jail based on his 
own experience. Agomou spent 21 days 
in jail, and he believes that without the 
organized phone calls, support and ac-
tions from organizations on the outside 
he would not have received the medical 
attention that he needed. Helena Rodrí-
guez, of the Chicano Mexicano Prison 
Project, spoke on the topic of forced ster-
ilization and the attacks on women in 
prison. She began her presentation with 
disturbing statistics on the growing num-
ber of women inmates.

Cuban 5, U.S. political prisoners

This year’s conference was organized 
under the theme “Prisons: Destruction of 

‘Raza Prisoners’ holds conference

WW PHOTO: 
GLORIA VERDIEU
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Haitians protest Martelly, Clinton

WORKERS STAND UP TO GLOBAL VEOLIA CORP.

By Mike Powers 
Stockholm, Sweden

We know of Veolia’s union-busting ac-
tivities in the U.S. from its attack on the 
Boston school bus drivers’ union, United 
Steelworkers Local 8751. Here is a re-
port from Sweden, which shows how the 
transnational monopoly carries out sim-
ilar tactics in Scandinavia.

 A train strike in southern Sweden has 
evolved into a major battle about worsen-
ing working conditions in the labor mar-
ket here. In its drive to increase profits, 
the French union-busting company Veo-
lia is meeting contract resistance from a 
unified union movement.

Resistance is all the more intense be-
cause of the spread of temporary contract 
employment. The increase in part-time 
employment in recent years threatens 
to undermine the collective bargaining 
gains made after decades of struggle by 
Swedish trade unions.

Veolia fired 250 full-time employees in 
hopes of forcing them to reapply for their 
jobs. In many cases what were full-time 
will become part-time positions. Workers 
will then have to be on standby for extra 
hours as needed. This puts the workers 
both in competition with each other and 

with expensive temporary staff from pri-
vate employment agencies.

SEKO, the Swedish Service and Com-
munication Employees Union, called the 
train strike when contract negotiations 
failed to reach agreement. It has the back-
ing of the entire LO, the Swedish union 
confederation.

SEKO had offered to compromise if 
temporary contracts were transformed 
into permanent jobs after one year’s em-
ployment and if a limit was placed on the 
total number of hours per year to be filled 
by temporary replacements. Many workers 
have split-shift jobs, which also require 
them to be at the disposal of employers.

Veolia’s response was to demand 13-hour 
passes and forced night shifts, to eliminate 
the existing contractual every second week 
off, and to force workers to take their vaca-
tions only in May and September!

The union has announced that it will 
pull out hundreds more train personnel 
just before the upcoming midsummer hol-
iday, which is comparable to Thanksgiv-
ing weekend traffic in the United States, 
including those in the commuter system 
in the Stockholm area. The Electricians 
Union was the first to announce sympa-
thy measures, which are legal here. The 
Restaurant Workers Union will stop all ca-

tering services to lines operated by Veolia.

Strike gets wide media coverage

The strike has received wide press cov-
erage. Public support for the workers’ side 
is solid among the tens of thousands of 
commuters affected daily by the conflict. 
A Facebook group, “We commuters who 
support the SEKO strike,” carries new 
photos every day of groups as varied as 
local unions, teachers, hospital workers 
and tenant associations who endorse the 
strike. The union workers often pose in 
strike vests, which some have called the 
latest fashion statement from Sweden.

Behind the outpouring of public sup-
port lies a general dissatisfaction with 
the privatization of much of the public 
sector in the last decade and the profits it 
has generated for risk capitalists and the 
new actors in the market it has created. 
Frightening examples in education and 
health care conditions have alarmed the 
Swedish population, who are prepared 
to pay taxes for quality services. Opin-
ion polls show that from 80 percent to 
90 percent of the people support a move-
ment that demands no “profit” be made 
in the welfare sector, unless that profit is 
ploughed back into public services rather 
than exported to foreign tax havens.

Since deregulation of the 
formerly nationalized train 
system, it is increasingly im-
possible to keep track of who 
owns the trains or operates 
all the different lines or bus 
routes and who is respon-
sible for repairs or upkeep. 
The principle of awarding 
contracts based on the low-
est price has caused total 
anarchy. This deregulated 
system is incapable of pre-
venting stoppages, can-
celled trains and delays.

One well-known Swedish 
author, Mikael Nyberg, has 
written a book, “The Great 
Train Robbery,” which de-
scribes the deterioration of 
public transportation. The 
greedy tactics of Veolia are a 
symbol of what neoliberals 
are trying to achieve with 
their aggressive anti-union 
practices.

Only increased struggle 
by progressive forces can 
force the unions to remain 
firm in their resistance. This is a struggle 
that is important not only for the railroad 
workers but for everyone fighting for full-
time jobs they can live on. 

By G. Dunkel 
New York

The anger that burst 
out in the streets of 
Port-Au-Prince, Hai-
ti, on June 5 and June 
10 spilled over into the 
streets of New York City 
on June 19.

More than 100 Hai-
tians and some North 
American supporters 
showed up on short no-
tice to protest the “Hap-
py Hearts Fund” special 
award to Haitian Presi-
dent Michel Martelly for 
his “Leadership in Ed-
ucation.” Former Pres-
ident Bill Clinton was 
there and got his award 
for “Lifetime Achieve-
ment” for “ensuring 
that children and communities are not 
forgotten after disasters strike.”

One of the main chants of the demon-
strators was “Clinton, where is the mon-
ey?!” with the response being “In whose 
pockets?!” Clinton was responsible for 
overseeing the billions in aid promised 
to Haiti after the devastating earthquake 
four years ago. While the rubble is cleaned 
off the streets — finally — over 200,000 
people are still in tents and temporary 
shacks and other ill-designed, unsuitable 
housing that has been built.

Just a few schools and other public fa-
cilities have been replaced. The jobs pro-
gram promised early after the disaster 
has been scattered and ineffective. Most 
Haitians work catch-as-catch-can, strict-
ly temporary by the day, and very rarely 
getting more than $2 for a day’s labor.

Some of the signs and chants raised the 

fact that President Barack Obama has con-
tinued Clinton’s policies towards Haiti.

Another issue, raised in both Port-Au-
Prince and New York, was the United Na-
tions’ “peacekeeping” occupation, which 
is currently 10 years old. Haiti, in fact, is 
at peace. What the U.N. is doing is “keep-
ing” domination by the U.S. intact.

U.N. refuses reparations 
for cholera epidemic

Four years ago, the U.N. brought chol-
era to Haiti by dumping untreated fecal 
matter into Haiti’s largest river system. 
To date, over 830,000 Haitians have been 
sickened from the U.N.’s cholera, with 
more than 8,000 dying from the disease. 
Despite overwhelming evidence of its 
guilt, the U.N., with the firm backing of 
the U.S. and other imperialist powers on 
the U.N.’s Security Council, has refused 

any form of repara-
tions to the victims 
of cholera in Haiti.

Another issue 
raised in both cities 
is whether Martel-
ly is a thief. While 
that charge is un-
likely to be proven 
in a court of law 
during the time he 
is president, it is 
clear that he enjoys 
ostentatious luxury 
during the numer-
ous foreign trips he 
makes. Martelly has 
awarded himself 
a daily allowance 
of $20,000. (Haiti 
Sentinel, Dec. 13, 
2012) This per diem 
does not cover the 
other members of 

his entourage, like his spouse. They get 
their own.

Cipriani’s, the restaurant where the 
award ceremony was held, is owned by an 
international company which has a long 
history of conflicts with Local 6 of UNITE 
HERE, and had been sued a number of 
times over how it distributes tips and wag-
es. It is a frequent venue for ruling-class 
celebrations.

The ceremony itself was conducted by 
supermodel Petra Nemcova, head of the 
Happy Hearts Fund and companion of 
Haitian Prime Minister Laurent Lamothe. 
It attracted a number of the glitterati, like 
actor Naomi Watts and figure skater Scott 
Hamilton.

The Dessalines Coordination (KOD) and 
New York Lavalas were among the Haitian 
groups at the protest. The International 
Action Center and Socialist Action were 
the North American groups present.  

of segregated, separate-but-unequal pub-
lic education.

The union’s citywide demonstration, 
Solidarity Day III, set for June 30, will 
oppose both the union-busting cam-
paign and the school cutbacks. That date 
marks the expiration of the contract as 
well as the deadline for the Boston Public 
Schools’ austerity budget.

The stakes in this struggle are high — 
as are the benefits of beating back this 
austerity attack. Local 8751 is a fighting 
union that shows no sign of backing down. 
Its membership has impressively and con-
sistently turned out in the hundreds for 
militant demonstrations, meetings and 
job actions. Solidarity Day I in November 
and Solidarity Day II in February were 
both attended by hundreds of drivers.

On numerous occasions masses of 
rank-and-file drivers — women and men 
— have gathered at the Veolia headquar-
ters to stand outside a union grievance 
meeting and make their strength known 
to the company officials as they entered. 
This is not unusual for this local, whose 
workers have yard rallies every few days.

The determination of the union to keep 
fighting and not give in has won it a growing 
coalition of allies. The local’s decades-long 
history of standing with the community 
in the fight to defend equal quality edu-
cation has won them widespread support. 

Boston: Fight union busting, racism

editorial

WW PHOTO: G. DUNKEL

Outside Cipriani’s restaurant,  
June 19, in New York City.

Swedish network stikes against racism in their schools.

SWEDEN

Railroad strike against Veolia escalates

Continued from page 1
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The Black Educators Alliance of Massa-
chusetts, Coalition for Equal Education, 
and veteran activists Mel King and Chuck 
Turner are just a few of the broad coalition 
of community supporters.

The Massachusetts AFL-CIO and grow-
ing sections of the labor movement sup-
port the call for Solidarity Day III. A re-
cent organizing meeting for Solidarity Day 
III included City Councilperson Charles 
Yancey; Touch 106 radio’s Charles Clem-
ons; Jewish Voices for Peace, whose mem-
bers oppose Veolia’s support for apartheid 
settlements in Palestine; a member of the 
Boston Teachers Union; the Coalition for 
Equal Quality Education; and others.

Mobilizing these forces and building 
independent classwide and community 
solidarity are essential for a successful 
struggle to drive union-busters out of 
Boston. The power of Solidarity Day III 
can strengthen the bargaining position 
of Local 8751 in the fight to get a decent 
contract and restore the four fired lead-
ers. Organized labor together with the 
oppressed community will serve notice 
to Veolia, the Boston School Department 
and Mayor Martin J. Walsh that union 
busting will not be tolerated in Boston. 
This solidarity in action will live the mot-
to of the labor movement that “An injury 
to one is an injury to all.”

All out for Solidarity Day III on June 30 
in Boston!  

Labor appeal for Boston 
school bus drivers’ union
The following June 11 letter was sent out to the labor movement and signed by Myles Calvey, business man­

ager, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 2222; Rich Rogers, executive secretary-treasurer, 
Greater Boston Labor Council; Dumond Lewis, president, United Steelworkers Local 8751; Steven A. 
Tolman, president, Massachusetts State AFL-CIO; Andrew Slip, staff rep., District 4 USW; and John E. 
Shinn, director, District 4 USW.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

We are writing to ask for your support and solidarity in a most critical battle against 
the Veolia Corporation’s union-busting war on United Steelworkers Local 8751. It is a 
vital fight to protect union rights and defend the fired leaders of Boston School Bus 
Union, USW 8751 — Vice President and Pension Administrator Steven Gillis; Recording 
Secretary and Charlestown Chief Steward Andre Francois; Steward and former three-
term President Garry Murchison; and Grievance Chair and founding member Stevan 
Kirschbaum. We are organizing for a Day of Solidarity on Monday, June 30, at 6 p.m. 
at Veolia’s corporate offices, 35 Freeport Way, Dorchester, Mass. Labor and community 
must stand together as one to serve notice to Veolia that we will not allow union bust-
ing in Boston!

How you can help:

1. Please join us in our campaign to drive union busting out of Boston. Endorse and 
organize your members for “Solidarity Day,” June 30, 2014. Please spread the word widely.

2. Invite the four to your membership meeting to expose the facts of Veolia’s anti-unionism.

3. Write or call Veolia Transportation’s General Manager Alex Roman III demanding that he 
reinstate the fired leaders and honor the union contract: alexander.roman@veoliatransdev.com; 
617-780-4840.

Veolia, a French-based global conglomerate, has a trail of union busting and corporate ruth-
lessness around the world. Veolia businesses include transportation, energy, environmental, 
water and more. In transportation alone, Veolia has waged anti-union campaigns against bus 
drivers from San Francisco (SEIU 1021 and ATU 1555) to Phoenix (ATU 1433); from Pensacola 
(ATU 1395) to Las Vegas (ATU 1637); and from Baltimore (UFCW 1994) to Denver (CWA 7777). 
Veolia’s standard tactics are to low-bid city management contracts, then force concessions and 
cutbacks in clear violation of the existing union contracts. When the workers and their unions 
resist, the bosses threaten, harass, discipline and fire the union leaders and activists.

Despite signing an agreement to honor all terms and conditions of the USW 8751 contract on 
June 18, 2013, since Veolia took over management of Boston School Bus transportation on July 
1, 2013, they blatantly and systematically violated nearly every article regarding wages, ben-
efits and working conditions. At the same time, they repudiated the established grievance and 
arbitration procedures. From July to June, the union has filed hundreds of individual and class 
action grievances. In August, the Steelworkers filed 18 unfair labor practice charges with the 
National Labor Relations Board. On Oct. 7 the company attempted to force the drivers to fill out 
new hire applications. The members also knew that due to the federal government shutdown at 
the time, they had no redress available. This was the straw that broke the camel’s back.

On the morning of Oct. 8 the drivers reported to work and demanded a meeting with Veolia, 
whose top management as well as Boston Public School officials were on site at the bus yards, 
concerning the company’s total failure to honor the contract. They refused for hours; then at 
11 a.m., the company locked the gates and evicted the drivers under threat of arrest for tres-
passing. The workers’ request for a meeting is protected concerning union activity, and the 
company’s lockout was a violation not only of the contract but of federal law. There never was 
a wildcat strike. This allegation was a cruel hoax perpetrated against the union by Veolia, with 
the aid of former Mayor Menino, his School Department and the Boston media. When Boston 
City Council called a hearing to investigate the events of Oct. 8, Veolia, the Menino administra-
tion, and Boston Public School officials boycotted it. The City Council has vowed to continue the 
investigation. Veolia, in a clear attack on the organiza-
tional backbone of the union, singled out the four union 
leaders for firing. They have been out since the first 
week of November.

Meanwhile BPS has initiated a massive austerity 
cutback campaign that calls for kicking middle school 
students off the yellow school bus as well as reduction 
in union staff and services throughout the system, 
which will not only jeopardize equal quality education 
but eliminate union jobs!

Boston: Fight union busting, racism

Swedish network stikes against racism in their schools.
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By Greg Butterfield

June 20 — An anti-war protest by 100 
women shut down the Chernivtsi-Zhito-
mir highway near the town of Mahala in 
western Ukraine on June 19. The wom-
en — mothers of Ukrainian soldiers — 
demanded that the government in Kiev 
withdraw their sons from the fratricidal 
war to suppress the anti-fascist uprising 
in southeastern Ukraine. (Depo.ua)

A day earlier, hundreds of miles to the 
east, in the capital of the Donetsk People’s 
Republic, thousands of mineworkers and 
their families marched to demand an end 
to the junta’s “anti-terrorist operation.” 
Workers from 16 regional mines downed 
tools to join the protest.

The miners issued an ultimatum to Kiev: 
Withdraw your troops within 48 hours or 
we will take up arms and join the people’s 
militias defending Donetsk and Lugansk.

By the time their deadline passed on 
June 20, Donetsk Prime Minister Alexan-
der Borodai had announced: “Formation 
of a division of miners, who have decided 
to defend their homes and families, has 
begun. Five hundred people are already 
enrolled in the ranks,” Borodai told ITAR-
TASS news agency.

The miners’ determination was given 
added weight by simultaneous reports 
that a 4-year-old boy trapped in the be-
sieged city of Slavyansk had just died af-
ter being hit by mortar fire. His mother 
was also killed, RT.com reported.

According to a report issued June 18 by 
the U.N. Commission on Human Rights, 
at least 356 people have been killed in the 
latest military operation, 257 of them ci-
vilians, including 14 children.

Together, the eastern miners and 
western soldiers’ mothers have given 
a resounding answer to the fraudulent 
“ceasefire” plan announced June 18 by 
Ukrainian President Peter Poroshenko, 
who represents the U.S.-backed alliance 
of oligarchs, neoliberal politicians and 
fascists that illegally seized power in Kiev 
earlier this year.

Poroshenko demands surrender

To great media fanfare, Poroshenko an-
nounced that he would declare a unilateral 
ceasefire “soon” in the war on the south-
east. His announcement came after talks 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and German Chancellor Angela Merkel.

But what was the actual content of 
Poroshenko’s “offer”?

“Poroshenko’s plan would offer insur-
gents in the eastern provinces that form 
the nation’s industrial heartland a chance 
to lay down weapons or leave the country,”  
the Associated Press reported. If this hap-
pens, Poroshenko claims, those who haven’t 

committed “grave crimes” will be pardoned.
“I can say that the period of the cease-

fire will be rather short,” Poroshenko 
said. “We anticipate that immediately af-
ter this, the disarming of the illegal mili-
tary formations will take place.”

By “illegal military formations,” Po-
roshenko means the popular militias of 
workers, youths and veterans that have 
defended the Donbass population from 
Kiev’s military campaign — but not 
neo-Nazi gangs like Right Sector, Maidan 
Self-Defense and the Social National-
ists that have carried out acts of terror 
against the regime’s opponents, including 
the massacre of 48 people at the Odessa 
House of Trade Unions.

In fact, Poroshenko’s ceasefire propos-
al is no different than the threats made by 
the junta all along.

The people’s governments in Donetsk 
and Lugansk — where the population vot-
ed overwhelmingly for independence in a 
democratic referendum May 11 — made it 
clear that the only basis for negotiations 
with Kiev is withdrawal of Ukrainian 
troops from the region.

Denis Pushilin, chair of the Supreme 
Soviet of the Donetsk People’s Republic, 
called Poroshenko’s offer “senseless.”

“They cease fire, we lay down weapons, 
and then they will capture us weapon-
less,” he said. (Dozhd TV, June 18)

It’s crucial for the U.S. working class 
and anti-war movement to understand 
that the crisis in southeastern Ukraine 
is not a problem of a small number of in-
transigent militants, much less a conspir-
acy of “Russian agents.”

In fact, the whole population on the 
Donbass has said “No!” to being ruled by 
a right-wing regime that seeks to impose 
austerity, NATO bases and the rule of neo- 
Nazi gangs on the whole population. Their 
determination is shared by millions of peo-
ple in other parts of the southeast, and the 
unrest is increasingly spreading westward.

Even if the population of the southeast 
wanted to surrender their arms, could 
Poroshenko’s ceasefire offer be trusted?

The real muscles behind his regime are 
fascist gangs like Svoboda and Right Sec-
tor, working in tandem with the oligarchy 
that has grown wealthy off the stolen, 
privatized infrastructure built up over 
decades by the Soviet working class.

They in turn are taking cues from the 
U.S. and NATO as they flex their military 
and economic prowess against Russia.

The massacre of anti-fascists and trade 
unionists in Odessa; the bombing of down-
town Lugansk; the attack on the Russian 
Embassy in Kiev; and the targeting of hos-
pitals, schools and civilian housing in the 
Donbass — all demonstrate that no confi-
dence can be put in the Poroshenko regime.

What’s really at stake?

To get a sense of what’s really at stake, 
it is necessary to look past Poroshenko’s 
declarations, made for the benefit of U.S. 
and European corporate media, and see 
what the junta’s supporters are saying 
among themselves.

At a cabinet meeting on June 11, for 
example, Ukrainian Defense Minister 
Mykhailo Koval said a “complete fil-
tering” of the Donbass population was 
needed — a euphemism for concentration 
camps, according to anti-fascist activists. 
(Ukraine Channel 5 News)

“It will take a complete filtering of the 
people,” Koval said. “It requires special fil-
tration activities. It’s said that among the 
people, including women, some were not 
associated with separatism, with those 
who committed crimes in Ukraine relat-
ed to terrorist activities. While this may 
be, we have a lot of information. The base 
is very powerful. And the corresponding 
structure, which is designed for this, they 
will carry out. In addition, there is a prob-
lem associated with the fact that people 
will settle in different regions.”

In a June 13 letter to Poroshenko, oli-
garch Igor Kolomoysky, appointed gover-
nor of the Dnepropetrovsk region by the 
junta, proposed erecting a 2,000-kilo-
meter-long electrified fence with barbed 
wire, minefields and ditches along the 
border with Russia, at a reported cost 

of $135 million. Kolomoysky’s assistant 
told Vesti.ua that business owners were 
already pledging to help fund the project.

Coming at a time when tens of thou-
sands of refugees are fleeing Kiev’s mil-
itary assault by crossing the border into 
Russia, the proposal has less to do with 
keeping Russia out than with keeping 
people opposed to the junta trapped.

“Here you have three illustrations of 
modern Ukrainian life,” said Victor Shapi-
nov of the leftist Union Borotba (Strug-
gle). “The defense minister promising 
filtration camps and resettlement for the 
population of the southeast. Prime Minis-
ter [Yatsenyuk] calling his fellow citizens 
‘subhumans.’ The battalion of the Ukraine 
Ministry of Internal Affairs fighting un-
der a banner adorned with SS symbols.

“Some inexorable historical log-
ic makes the Kiev authorities copy the 
‘Thousand-Year Reich.’ Such copying 
cannot be accidental — it is a conse-
quence of ideological, political and meth-
odological proximity. No, I do not want to 
say that in Ukraine there is a Nazi regime 
and Poroshenko is a modern Hitler. But 
the movement precisely in this direction 
is felt ever more clearly.” (“Concentration 
Camps for Donbass,” Borotba.org)

Now more than ever, it is imperative 
to build a global movement in solidarity 
with the People’s Republics and the an-
ti-fascist resistance in Ukraine. 

 UKRAINE

Anti-war protests expose bogus ‘ceasefire’ plan

Protests demand: ‘U.S. stay out of Iraq!’

Sgt. Bergdahl’s return home
By Dee Knight

Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl’s return to U.S. 
soil on June 13, after nearly five years’ 
captivity, was a Kafkaesque media event. 
Unlike Sen. John McCain, a former fight-
er pilot downed by the Vietnamese liber-
ation forces, who became an official hero, 
Bergdahl came home under a cloud. He 
had gone AWOL (“absent without official 
leave”) in Afghanistan, after befriending 
local residents near the military outpost 
where he was stationed in 2009.

Rush Limbaugh and the ultraright talk 
show crowd — along with the Republi-
can cabal in Congress — have demonized 
Bergdahl as a “deserter,” a GI who aban-
doned his fellow soldiers in the heat of bat-
tle. “Deserters” have historically received 
summary death penalties, with or without 
judicial proceedings. The uproar in Con-
gress and the media feed on this concept.

The soldier’s parents, Robert Bergdahl 
and Jani Bergdahl, of Hailey, Idaho, re-
leased a statement through the Idaho Na-

tional Guard that “while they were ‘over-
joyed’ by their son’s return … [t]hey ask 
for continued privacy as they concentrate 
on their son’s reintegration,’ said Col. Tim 
Marsano of the Idaho National Guard.” 
(New York Times, June 13)

Hailey, the county seat of Blaine Coun-
ty in mountainous central Idaho, has a 
population of 7,960, reported the 2010 
U.S. Census. The town was named for 
Idaho state prison warden John Hailey, 
a lieutenant in the Rogue River “Indian 
War” of 1855 in southwest Oregon Terri-
tory, who migrated from Tennessee. His 
father-in-law was reportedly a captain in 
the war of 1812.

While right-wing politics may run 
deep in Idaho, Bergdahl’s low-key fam-
ily reception is a product of terrorism, 
not from abroad, but from the U.S. mili-
tary-industrial complex and the far-right 
propaganda machine that feeds and de-
fends it. Both forces are determined to 
“make an example” of Bergdahl, so all 
soldiers and their families will be afraid 
to use their common sense when it comes 
to combat decisions. According to them, 
anyone who even questions orders, let 
alone refuses to fight, should be shot.

Veterans for Peace organized a rally in 
Washington, D.C., on June 10, welcoming 
Bergdahl home. VFP National Board Vice 
President Gerry Condon said, “We love 
you, Sgt. Bergdahl. We have great respect 
for you and your wonderful family. We 
are happy that you will be reunited soon.

“Veterans for Peace has a message for 
President Obama: Mr. President, I am 
speaking for thousands of veterans from 
too many wars. We want you to bring 
all the troops home from Afghanistan. 
Bring them home now, and take good 
care of them when they get here. It is time 
to release all the prisoners of war from 
Guantanamo. End the torture, shut down 
Guantanamo now. The [U.S.] people are 
tired of war. We are ready to live in peace.” 

Activists protested June 19 at 15th and 
Market streets in Center City Philadel-
phia against any U.S. military interven-

tion in Iraq. They chanted, handed out 
fliers and spoke out over a sound system 
to passersby. An ad hoc coalition made up 
of Philly Against War, the Answer Coali-
tion and the International Action Center 
organized the demonstration.

— Report and photo by Joe Piette

Many national and local organi-
zations, including the Answer Coa-
lition, the Bay Area Latin American 
Solidarity Coalition, the Interna-
tional Action Center, Veterans for 
Peace, Codepink, World Can’t Wait 
and Workers World Party, came 
together in San Francisco on June 
22 to demand “No new U.S. war on 
Iraq!” Over 200 people rallied at 
the busy corner of Powell and Mar-
ket streets, then marched to Union 
Square and back, with shoppers and 
motorists pausing to listen as the march-
ers shouted “Money for jobs and education, 
not for war and occupation!”

— Report by Terri Kay

 Philadelphia San Francisco

PHOTO: ALYSSA EISENBERG
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U.S.-backed wars displace tens of millions

Syria election observers at U.N.

By Abayomi Azikiwe 
Editor, Pan-African News Wire

June 20 is World Refugee Day. This year, 
a report issued by the Office of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees revealed 
that the number of displaced persons has 
reached a post-World-War-II high.

More than 51 million people have been 
forced out of their homes as a result of 
war and instability. The leading conflicts 
responsible for this burgeoning problem 
are a direct result of imperialist policies 
initiated by the United States in Afghani-
stan, Syria and Somalia.

This year’s report was largely kept out 
of the mainstream press in fear that the 
Washington and Wall Street ruling class 
would be targeted as the major source 
of international instability, dislocation, 
hunger and insecurity.

U.S. foreign policy is guided by the eco-
nomic and strategic interests of the bank-
ers, mining and oil firms, and defense con-
tractors. Concerns about the impact of war 
and displacement remain secondary to 
corporate interests, which determine the 
political direction of the capitalist state.

The report comes as the U.S. discusses 
a purported withdrawal from Afghan-
istan, which has been devastated as the 
result of Washington’s actions from the 
late 1970s. Since the beginning of the 
war against the socialist government in 
Afghanistan, initiated by the adminis-
tration of President Jimmy Carter, the 
region has known no peace.

A full-scale occupation beginning in 
October 2001 only made matters much 
worse. Under the guise of fighting “terror-
ism” this time, millions of people in both 
Afghanistan and Pakistan have been dis-
located and hundreds of thousands have 
been killed. Some 13 years later, Taliban 

forces have become stronger than they 
were in 2001. Al-Qaeda affiliates and off-
shoots are still fighting in other regions, 
including Syria, Iraq, Yemen and North 
Africa.

Even though the administration of 
President Barack Obama says the combat 
forces are being pulled out, there will be 
an ongoing presence of at least 10,000 
troops. A weak government in Afghan-
istan cannot contain the Taliban and 
other opposition forces. Consequently 
the internal and regional situation could 
spawn even more displacement, both in-
ternally and across borders.

U.S. must be held accountable

In 2011 the U.S. initiated a war of re-
gime change in both Libya and Syria. In 
Libya Obama sent in hundreds of CIA op-
eratives early on during the rebellion that 
began in Benghazi.

On March 19, 2011, eight years after 
the initiation of the second bombing and 
occupation of Iraq, the Pentagon began 
operations against Libya by air and sea. 
Estimates indicate that some 50,000 to 
100,000 people were killed and several 
millions were dislocated, both inside the 
country and in neighboring states as well 
as in southern Europe.

Around the same time the U.S., along 
with its NATO and Middle Eastern allies, 
supported the unrest aimed at toppling 
the government of President Bashar 
al-Assad in Syria. As the conflict became 
more deadly, hundreds of thousands of 
Syrians, Palestinians and others fled 
across the borders into Lebanon, Iraq 
and Turkey.

It was the U.S., Britain, France, Turkey 
and their partners in the Gulf monarchies 
that armed, trained and provided diplo-
matic cover for the atrocities committed 

by the armed opposition groups in Syria.
More than 1 million Iraqis died because 

of the sanctions, imperialist war and on-
going airstrikes between 1991 and 2003, 
even prior to the full-scale occupation 
which lasted for more than eight years.

Corporate media accounts and state-
ments from U.S. officials fail to address 
imperialist culpability in the Iraq and 
Syria crises. At the same time, the on-
going fighting in Iraq and Syria provides 
the U.S. and its allies with a rationale for 
carrying out a renewed round of military 
actions, including airstrikes and the de-
ployment of so-called “advisers.”

Somalia and the Horn of Africa

Another major source of internecine 
conflict, dislocation and food deficits 
is Somalia and the entire region of the 
Horn and East Africa. The U.S. has fo-
mented unrest and sectarian violence in 
the Horn of Africa since the Ethiopian 
Revolution beginning in 1974.

In 1992 the U.S. led a failed so-called 
“humanitarian mission” in Somalia. 
Within a year Pentagon forces were in 
retreat due to the resistance of the Soma-
lian people.

After 2001, successive administrations 
in Washington have continued to inter-
vene in the internal affairs of Somalia. 
The 1996-97 invasion of Somalia by Ethi-
opian military forces was encouraged by 
the Clinton administration.

Since 2007 the U.S. has engaged in 
bombing operations, drone attacks and 
commando raids in Somalian territory. A 
22,000 African Union Mission to Somalia 
(AMISOM) military force has been occu-
pying the country since 2007, which is 
funded by Washington and the European 
Union.

During the period of 2008-11 Soma-

lia experienced the worst humanitarian 
crisis in the world. These problems are 
resurfacing as a result of the failure of 
AMISOM and the Kenya Defense Forc-
es to bring stability, particularly in the 
south of the country.

What will resolve refugee problem

Anyone examining this history could 
not fail to recognize that the direct source 
of the displacement of millions through-
out the oppressed world is the militarist 
and corporate policies of U.S. imperial-
ism. Consequently, the anti-war move-
ment in the U.S. and other allied Western 
states has a tremendous role to play in 
pointing out these realities to their mem-
bers and constituencies.

Exposing imperialism as the source 
of displacement and underdevelopment 
undercuts the ideological position of the 
transnational corporations, the State De-
partment, NATO and the White House. 
The problem is not “terrorism,” since the 
same groups designated as terrorist are 
funded by Washington and its surrogates 
around the world.

A drive for resource domination; the 
containment of China, Russia and Iran; 
and the entrapping of billions through 
indebtedness to the banks is leading not 
only people in the Middle East, Asia and 
Africa into socioeconomic crises, but 
is also having a deleterious impact on 
workers, farmers, youth and the nation-
ally oppressed inside the U.S. and other 
Western countries.

The inability to provide jobs, social ser-
vices, environmental justice, racial equal-
ity and self-determination to the majority 
of the working class within the imperialist 
states is directly related to astronomical 
military budgets and the expropriation of 
wealth by the ruling class. 

WW PHOTO: G. DUNKEL
Scott Williams of IAC.

By Caleb T. Maupin 
New York

An official United Nations press con-
ference featuring five U.S. observers of 
the June 3 Syrian presidential elections 
was held on June 18. The briefing, held 
at the U.N. headquarters here, featured 
Joe Iosbaker of the Anti-war Commit-
tee — Chicago; Paul Larudee of the Syria 
Solidarity Movement; blogger Jane Still-
water; Judy Bello, founder of the Upstate 
Coalition to Ground the Drones and End 
the Wars; and Scott Williams of Fight 
Imperialism, Stand Together and the In-
ternational Action Center. These activists 
joined a distinguished group of observers 
from 32 countries who visited polling 
places across Syria.

The Syrian elections were the first with 
competing political parties since the in-
stallation of the new constitution of 2012. 
Incumbent Dr. Bashar al-Assad won the 
presidency with more than 88 percent of 
the vote.

Seventy-three percent of all Syrian 
adults voted, in a country where millions 
of people are refugees. In the U.S., Europe 

and several Gulf states, the local govern-
ments refused to allow Syrian citizens the 
right to vote at Syrian embassies.

The panelists were introduced by Syr-
ian Ambassador to the United Nations 
Bashar Al-Jaafari. The room was packed 
with correspondents from the U.N. press 
corps, including from Reuters, the Asso-
ciated Press and Fox News.

The panelists all concluded that the 
election had been fairly conducted. Bello 
said: “Observing the popular support for 
the Syrian election was a moving experi-
ence. The people voted from their hearts. 
Here in the West ... little more than 50 
percent of the population votes. The 
overwhelming response of the people in-
side and outside of Syria sent a powerful 
message to the world of loyalty to their 
country and to the government that is 
currently safeguarding it.” She observed 
that representatives of all three major 
candidates were at every polling place.

Williams contrasted the Syrian election 
to the ongoing suppression of the voting 
rights of oppressed and low-income peo-
ple in the U.S. All described how through-
out Syria, the support for President Bashar 
al-Assad was massive, leaving no doubt 
that he was the legitimate victor.

Iosbaker declared that his experiences 
“showed me what these elections repre-
sent: a defeat for the U.S., NATO and the 
Gulf states, and a victory for the Syrian 
people.”

Foul play at U.N.?

Five minutes into Ambassador Jaafari’s 
opening remarks, the live feed of the press 

conference was interrupted and taken off 
the U.N. website, which broadcasts U.N. 
events to viewers all over the world.

This is not the first time that Jaafari 
has been purged from official U.N. broad-
casts. On June 7, the webcast was also 
shut down as he was speaking. Inner City 
Press reported that this was done in com-
pliance with a direct order from acting 
U.N. Communications Director Michele 
Dubach.

The Syrian Mission to the U.N. and 
the IAC have protested the obstruction 
of the webcast. When confronted by a 
PressTV reporter and two other mem-
bers of the U.N. press corps, Stephane 
Dujarric, spokesperson for the U.N. Sec-
retary-General, maintained that the ac-
tion was unintentional.

At a packed meeting at the Church Cen-
ter of the United Nations that evening, 
Jaafari thanked the IAC for its efforts in 
organizing the delegation to Syria and 
for building solidarity with the Syrian 
Arab Republic. Jaafari suggested that the 
webcast interruption is consistent with a 
pattern of mistreatment of his country by 
U.N. officials.

Former Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark spoke and stressed that “Syria has 
been important to the human condition 
for as long as history. We owe a lot to Syr-
ia and to the courage of the people in this 
terrible experience that they have been 
going through. ... Circumstances may get 
the U.S. military off of their backs. Our 
country [the U.S.] holds the primary re-
sponsibility.”

The event was co-hosted by the Syri-

an American Forum, the International 
Action Center and the Syria Solidarity 
Movement, and was co-chaired by Avin 
Dirki of SAF and Sara Flounders of the 
IAC.

The election observers announced that 
they will hold events in Chicago, Phila-
delphia and elsewhere across the U.S. to 
continue to clarify the importance of the 
Syrian elections and to call for the U.S. to 
stop materially supporting right-wing in-
surgents who have caused so much dam-
age and devastation in Syria.

The video of the press conference 
can be found on the U.N. website and at 
tinyurl.com/pe85thg. The evening event 
can be viewed at tinyurl.com/mte5eux.

Scott Williams contributed to this 
report.
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Egypt, Israel:  
tools of imperialism 

When Secretary of State John Kerry 
met on June 22 with Gen. Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi, the coup leader who now claims 
the presidency of Egypt, he proclaimed 
that things are now “normal” in Egypt 
so that el-Sisi can receive the official 
blessings of the U.S. government. This 
means the U.S. will continue to bankroll 
the Egyptian military to the immediate 
tune of $575 million, money that had 
been “frozen,” with lots more to come. 
It didn’t matter to Kerry or his masters 
in the U.S. ruling class that another 
183 people, most of them in the Muslim 
Brotherhood, just received a mass death 
sentence from the regime.

To the Pentagon, this is a cheap way 
for the U.S. corporate ruling class to 
help keep the Middle East and its vast oil 
wealth under their control. When they 
have to send their own troops to subju-
gate a country that fights to hold onto its 
national sovereignty — read Syria, Libya 
and earlier Afghanistan and Iraq — it 
costs a lot more.

Likewise with the money the U.S. pro-
vides to Israel. A study released by the 
Congressional Research Service shows 
that Israel has been the largest recipient 
of U.S. aid in the post-World-War-II era 
— $121 billion in non-inflation-adjusted 
dollars, most of it in military assistance. 
(“U.S. Foreign Aid to Israel,” Jeremy M. 
Sharp, April 11)

No, it’s not a “Jewish conspiracy.” It’s a 
capitalist conspiracy. Capitalists, whether 
they’re in Saudi Arabia, Egypt or Israel, 
are useful allies for the oligarchs — mostly 
WASPs — who run the U.S. government.

Right now, these oligarchs and their 

foreign policy “think tanks” are trying 
to figure out how to revive their assault 
on the Syrian state, which has success-
fully resisted two years of Saudi- and 
U.S.-bankrolled military attacks.

So Israel has stepped into the breach, 
bombing Syria on June 22 for no reason, 
except that it makes the U.S. rulers hap-
py. They claim it is in “retaliation” for the 
disappearance of three Israeli teenag-
ers. But no one knows what happened to 
the three. No group has claimed to have 
them. And if anyone had a reason for 
capturing the three young people, Syria 
would be far down on the list — actually 
not even there at all.

That doesn’t stop the handsomely paid 
pundits of the U.S. corporate media from 
trying to link this attack on Syria to the 
three missing teenagers. They managed 
to make it appear that Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq had something to do with the 
9/11 attack, didn’t they? Even though he 
and Al-Qaeda were mortal enemies. But 
that didn’t stop the Pentagon from oblit-
erating Iraq’s power plants, government 
buildings and thousands of people in the 
infamous “shock and awe” bombing blitz 
that leveled a good part of Baghdad.

U.S. intervention in the Middle East 
has been an unmitigated disaster — first 
for all the peoples of the region, who have 
paid for it with their blood, but also for 
the people of the U.S., whose blood and 
taxes have been hijacked to serve the in-
terests of the billionaire owners of the 
petroleum-Pentagon-industrial complex.

U.S. out of the Middle East! No new 
U.S. war on Iraq! Money for jobs and hu-
man needs, not the Pentagon! 

Stop U.S. intervention in Iraq
French and German firms collaborated 
in helping Iraq. Iraq took the bait and at-
tacked Iran.

Before this, ever since the 1959 over-
throw of its British-installed monarchy, 
Iraq had been outside Western imperi-
alist control. With Soviet assistance, it 
had developed a modern infrastructure, 
advanced full and free education, a free 
health care system, and a nationalized oil 
industry to pay for it all. It was a secular 
state with a rich mosaic of religious and 
national cultures.

From 1980 to 1988 the two major pow-
ers of the region were tied up in an ex-
hausting and destructive conflict against 
each other. The U.S. found ways to send 
arms to both — openly to Iraq and in se-
cret to Iran, as the Iran-Contra scandal 
confirmed.

The most cynical description of U.S. 
strategy in this war came from former 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, who 
said: “I hope they both kill each other” 
and “Too bad they can’t both lose.” Over 1 
million soldiers died in the war.

When both countries were exhausted, 
they finally reached a ceasefire. Iraq was 
now tied to the West and the Gulf monar-
chies through an unpayable debt of $80 
billion.

Iraq found itself almost immediately 

in the Golan Heights — territory seized 
from Syria — for this well-funded army. 
ISIS weapons overwhelmingly came from 
the Pentagon, but the process of acquisi-
tion was covert.

This same sectarianism has been sus-
tained by Prime Minister Nouri Al-Mali-
ki, who came to power in 2006 under the 
U.S.-led occupation. Maliki’s corruption 
and repression have earned him hatred 
throughout Iraq. But the U.S. may be inter-
ested in dumping the Maliki government 
because it made deals with Iran — much 
to the frustration of the imperialists who 
put him in office to serve Wall Street’s in-
terests. Washington is far more concerned 
about Iran’s growing influence in Iraq 
than they are about ISIS seizure of cities.

The greatest crime in Washington’s 
eyes was the Maliki government’s refusal 
to sign a 2011 agreement that would leave 
thousands of U.S. troops in place. The 
sentiment in Iraq against the occupation 
was so great that even the U.S.-vetted 
Iraqi Parliament refused to accept this 
insult. Official U.S. troops had to depart, 
but covert operatives remained to subvert 
social cohesion.

Now, as the ISIS militia have captured 
key cities with little or no resistance from 
the Iraqi Army, there is growing specu-
lation that the central government may 
collapse. There is controversy, however, 
as to whether ISIS or other Iraqi ele-
ments — tribal, Baathist — are the major 
force behind the uprising.

As demonstrated years ago in the Iran-
Iraq war, the U.S. is not against arming 
both sides of a conflict — one side openly, 
the other through covert operations. At the 
same time U.S. politicians piously call for 
peace, unity and reconciliation. This de-
stabilization policy is so well understood 
that it has a name: “constructive chaos.”

Anti-imperialist unity the only solution

Baghdad still has up to 1 million Kurds. 
Approximately 20 percent of Basra’s pop-
ulation in southern Iraq is Sunni. Samar-
ra, a mostly Sunni city north of Baghdad, 
is home to two sacred Shia shrines. Every 
tribe and town in Iraq contains Sunnis 
and Shia.

A three-way national breakup of Iraq, 
so often discussed by U.S. think tanks 
and policy makers, means continuing 
chaos and a permanent state of war in 
which only the oil companies, the arms 
suppliers and the warlords prevail.

Wall Street has no interest in strong, 
unified states, whether secular, Sunni or 
Shia. The imperialists want an all-out 
Sunni-Shia civil war that would spread 
and weaken Iraq, Syria and Iran.

Opposing every form of U.S. interven-
tion is the only way forward.

Sara Flounders is co-director of the 
International Action Center and has 
contributed to four books on Iraq. She 
has traveled to Iraq and Syria and 
helped coordinate major anti-war 
demonstrations in the U.S. 

a target of U.S. imperialism. Disarray in 
the Soviet Union in 1990 whetted the ap-
petite of Wall Street to regain total con-
trol over Middle East oil resources.

Suddenly Kuwait demanded imme-
diate repayment of war loans. Through 
slant drilling, it tapped into Iraqi oil 
fields. Overproduction of oil created a 
glut; oil prices dropped so low that Iraq 
was in crisis.

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2, 
1990, appeared to have U.S. approval and 
blessing, as revealed in a taped conversa-
tion on July 25 between Saddam Hussein 
and U.S. Ambassador April Glaspie. But 
it was a setup. The Pentagon immediately 
froze Iraqi funds and rammed a resolu-
tion imposing an international economic 
blockade on Iraq through the U.N. Secu-
rity Council. The Pentagon began a mas-
sive military mobilization. The U.S. war 
on Iraq started Jan. 16, 1991.

‘Desert Storm’

In 42 days of relentless destruction, 
with a bombing attack once every 30 sec-
onds, U.S. aircraft destroyed 90 percent 
of Iraq’s power plants and communica-
tions. Most damaging was the destruc-
tion of the water system. Water pumping 
stations, storage dams, hydroelectric 
power stations and sanitation, sewage, 
drainage and irrigation systems were 

destroyed. Cluster bombs, napalm and 
thousands of tons of radioactive and toxic 
depleted uranium rounds were used.

Iraq’s agriculture — food processing, 
warehousing, distributing, fertilizer and 
pesticide facilities — was systematically 
destroyed. Hospitals, clinics and phar-
maceutical factories were targeted. All 
major cement plants were destroyed, 
along with Iraq’s oil refineries, pipelines 
and storage tanks.

At the end of the bombing campaign, 
then-President George H.W. Bush tried 
to unleash a sectarian war. Bush called 
on the Kurdish population in the north 
and the Shiite Muslim population in the 
south to overthrow Saddam Hussein’s 
government.

The U.S. military imposed a no-fly 
zone on both regions, and a U.S.-protect-
ed Kurdish Autonomous Republic was 
established, dividing Iraq.

Sanctions imposed on all imports and 
exports from 1990 to 2003 then killed 
more than 1.5 million people, or 10 times 
as many as had died in the U.S. bombing. 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, 
when asked about the half million Iraqi 
children who died of starvation and dis-
ease due to sanctions, said in a televised 
interview in 1996: “We think the price is 
worth it.”

2003 U.S. invasion

But the U.S. ability to enforce the 
sanctions waned. So in 2003, using the 
completely fabricated charge that Iraq 
was producing “weapons of mass de-
struction,” the Pentagon launched “shock 
and awe,” a bombing campaign that far 
exceeded the 1991 destruction.

After the bombing, more than 200,000 
U.S. and NATO forces rolled into a de-
stroyed Iraq.

From the first day of occupation, the 
U.S. promoted Iraqi organizations found-
ed on religion, ethnicity, nationality or 
sect while outlawing political parties, es-
pecially the secular Ba’ath Party.

Sectarianism was brought to Iraq by 
the U.S. This was a foreign concept for a 
population that had been religiously and 
ethnically mixed for hundreds of years.

Under the U.S. occupation every ID 
card, checkpoint and neighborhood was 
divided by sect. Funds, resources, food 
and government positions were allocat-
ed by sect. Meanwhile, intelligence net-
works and thousands of secret operatives 
carried out horrendous crimes aimed at 
keeping sectarian fires burning.

As resistance to the brutal U.S. occu-
pation gained momentum across Iraq, 
sectarian militias were established. U.S. 
administrators employed the “Salvador 
option” in Iraq to divide the national re-
sistance. This was a form of organized 
mass terror the U.S. used in Central 
America, especially in El Salvador and 
Guatemala, against revolutionary move-
ments in the 1980s.

John Negroponte, who had implement-
ed the murderous U.S. policy in Central 
America, was named ambassador to 
Iraq. Sectarian death squads were cre-
ated to divide Iraq along sectarian lines. 
Kissinger’s formula of “Let them kill each 
other” became a guiding policy.

U.S. supports religious militias

More recently, Negroponte’s top aide 
in Iraq, Robert S. Ford, was named U.S. 
Ambassador to Syria, just two months 
before the armed insurgency and orches-
trated destabilization began there.

The Saudi and Kuwaiti monarchists 
funded reactionary mercenaries and re-
ligiously based militias like the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria. Both Turkey and 
Jordan provided secure bases, while Isra-
el provided medical care and safe havens 

Continued from page 1

WAR  
WITHOUT VICTORY 
by Sara Flounders 

“By revealing the underbelly of the empire, 
Flounders sheds insight on how to stand up to 
the imperialist war machine and, in so doing, 
save ourselves and humanity.”
   – �Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann, 

President, U.N. General Assembly, 2008-2009; 
Foreign Minister of Nicaragua’s Sandinista 
government.

Available in major bookstores 
PentagonAchillesHeel.com
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Casey Kasem 
kept his feet on the ground

Elombe Brath 
a fighter for African peoples

Nadja Tesich 1939 - 2014
This article was adapted from Sara 

Flounders’ presentation at Tesich’s me­
morial on May 29.

Political activist, author, poet and film-
maker Nadja Tesich was born in Užice, 
Serbia, Yugoslavia, in 1939 and died Feb. 
20 in New York City. She lived her life out-
spoken and full of righteous rage at the 
enormous destruction of U.S. wars and 
the glaring injustice and inequality that 
surrounded her. She felt collective pain 
personally, even physically, and identi-
fied with defenseless people targeted on 
the other side of the world or someone 
passing her on a busy street.

 Nadja came to all events wearing always 
a splash of red — whether a red beret, red 
scarf or red jacket, or bearing red carna-
tions. She loved Cuba and often said it was 
the only place she felt she could breathe.

At a memorial for Nadja on May 29, 
her family, friends and political com-
rades expressed the rainbow of ways she 
touched them. We remember her for her 
political activism, starting from defend-
ing the National Liberation Front of Viet-
nam in the 1960s.

From the beginning days of the Inter-
national Action Center, Nadja was part 
of IAC life. She had fought against U.S. 
wars in Vietnam, coups in Congo, Chile 
and Greece; she was active in the mass 

demonstrations against the Iraq War in 
1991 and again in 2003.

Nadja was even more intense in our 
common work attempting to defend her 
homeland, Yugoslavia, from an unre-
lenting assault by the imperialist gov-
ernments of Western Europe and the 
United States. Tragically for most of the 
peoples of the Balkans, these years end-
ed with the imposed disintegration of a 
once-sovereign socialist country into a 
half-dozen mini-states, now neocolonies 
of the NATO powers. At meetings, teach-
ins and major rallies on Yugoslavia, Nad-
ja was a driving force and a tortured soul 
about everything we did.

Tesich, whose family emigrated from 
Yugoslavia to the U.S. when she was a 
young teenager, has had four novels pub-
lished: “Shadow Partisan” in 1996, “Na-
tive Land” in 1998, “To Die in Chicago” 
in 2010 and “Far from Vietnam” in 2012.

It is particularly striking to read “Shad-
ow Partisan” and “To Die in Chicago” one 
after the other. The novels contrast on a 
close and personal level a hopeful coming-
of-age in newly socialist Yugoslavia in the 
late 1940s with a clear-eyed immigrant’s 
view of U.S. racism and a consumer-driv-
en society without a future in the 1950s.

While studying in Paris in the 1960s, 
she worked in film as an actor and assis-

By Chris Fry

Entertainer and politi-
cal activist Casey Kasem, 
82, died on June 15 after a 
long illness.

Kasem was “more likely 
to be listening to a speech 
by Malcolm X on his cas-
sette player than music by 
Miami Sound Machine,” 
according to a 1989 profile 
in the Los Angeles Times.

Born Kemal Amen 
Kasem in Detroit, of Lebanese Druze par-
ents, he is best known for originating and 
hosting the radio program “American Top 
40” for nearly four decades. He was also an 
actor, most famous for doing the voice of 
the character Shaggy on the “Scooby-Doo” 
cartoon show.

Kasem opposed the 1982 U.S.-backed 
Israeli invasion of his homeland of Leb-
anon, a brutal attack which cost the lives 
of many thousands of Lebanese and Pal-
estinian people, including many children. 
He became a strong anti-war activist op-
posing the U.S. military in the Middle 
East as well as a staunch defender of the 
rights of Arab people in the U.S.

In December 1990, Kasem authored 
a study called: “Arab Defamation in the 
Media: Its Consequences and Solutions.” 
It detailed media and Hollywood stereo-
typing of Arab people dating back to the 
1920s, described contributions of Arab 
people throughout history and outlined 
measures that could be taken to oppose 
this racist bigotry.

In the 1980s, Kasem also became an 
anti-nuclear arms activist. He was ar-
rested in 1988 along with Daniel Ellsberg 
and actor Teri Garr at a nuclear test site 
in Nevada.

Kasem also advocated on behalf of 
homeless people and for affordable hous-
ing, once sleeping overnight on a down-
town Los Angeles sidewalk to draw at-
tention to this struggle. He was an active 
supporter of the historic Jesse Jackson 
presidential campaigns in 1984 and 1988.

The Coalition to Stop U.S. Intervention 
in the Middle East organized a demon-
stration in Washington, D.C., on Jan. 19, 
1991, against the first war in Iraq. Kasem 
endorsed the demonstration and orga-
nized a fundraiser for it.

International Action Center supporter
Many of the same organizers of that 

coalition, along with Ramsey Clark, es-
tablished the International Action Center 
in 1992. Kasem was a friend and support-
er of the IAC for many years.

In November 1997, Kasem spoke at 
a rally of 10,000 people in Sacramento, 
Calif., for affirmative action and against 
Proposition 209, a measure which was 
designed to dismantle it.

Kasem spoke at a news conference in 
Los Angeles in September 1999 in support 
of political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal.

In August 2000, Kasem spoke at a 
rally outside of the Democratic National 
Convention to protest the U.S.-imposed 
sanctions against Iraq, which killed thou-
sands of Iraqis, including many children.

Kasem endorsed the Million Worker 
March in Washington in June 2004.

Casey Kasem ended each of his ra-
dio broadcasts with the same optimistic 
message, urging his listeners to “Keep 
your feet on the ground and keep reach-
ing for the stars.” That call echoes in the 
struggle for peace and social justice to 
which he was so dedicated.

Casey Kasem, ¡Presente! 

By Stephen Millies

Taken from a talk giv­
en at a June 6 Workers 
World Party forum in 
New York City. 

Elombe Brath was a 
revolutionary Pan Af-
rican. Seventy-seven 
years old when he died, Brath was a walk-
ing encyclopedia of African history.

He was a fighter, thinker, very talented 
graphic artist and a dynamic, often hu-
morous speaker.

Above all, Elombe Brath was a teacher. 
He raised the consciousness of so many 
people — particularly young people — 
about the real history of Black people in 
Africa and the Americas.

He fought for Africans and oppressed 
people everywhere. Kwame Ture — who, 
as leader of SNCC [the Student Nonvi-
olent Coordinating Committee], was 
known as Stokely Carmichael — called 
him “the dean of Harlem nationalists.”

If you wanted to struggle, you respect-
ed Brath and wanted to know what he had 
to say. For last year’s tribute to Elombe 
Brath, world-renowned political prisoner 
Mumia Abu-Jamal recorded a message 
from his prison cell, telling of his “admi-
ration and affection” for him.

Workers World Party comrades also 
admired Elombe. Our party’s first secre-
tary, Larry Holmes, was part of a delega-
tion that attended Brath’s memorial on 
May 31 at the Abyssinian Baptist Church 
in Harlem.

Adam Clayton Powell Jr.’s church was 
packed. Among the assembled was a del-
egation from Namibia.

Brath fought for decades in supporting 
SWAPO’s [the South West Africa People’s 
Organization] armed struggle to win Na-
mibia’s freedom from apartheid slavery. 
Brath did everything he could to support 
SWAPO leader Sam Nujomo. 

Like Amilcar Cabral — the leader of 
the liberation struggle in Guinea-Bissau 
— Elombe Brath told no lies and claimed 

no easy victories.
He was the loving fa-

ther of seven children 
and beloved companion 
of Nomsa Brath, who 
survives him. 

It was ironic that 
Brath died on May 19, 

the birthday of Malcolm X. On May 19, 
1990, Brath came to a Workers World Par-
ty meeting that was being held to honor 
the birthdays of both Malcolm X and an-
other former resident of Harlem — Viet-
namese communist hero Ho Chi Minh.

Brath said that he was so glad that 
there was a meeting in New York City 
to commemorate the birthdays of both 
these revolutionary leaders. Brath shook 
hands with Sam Marcy, the founder of 
our party.

Like Malcolm X, Elombe Brath was 
a truth teller. His weekly radio show on 
WBAI — Afrikaleidoscope — was an edu-
cational weapon that reached thousands 
weekly with the latest news of struggles 
in Africa and the Diaspora.

Led the Patrice Lumumba Coalition

Along with his beloved friend and com-
rade, the late Samori Marksman, Brath 
formed the Patrice Lumumba Coalition, 
which fought against apartheid and every 
form of colonialism.

Brath and Marksman were the van-
guard in fighting not only for South Afri-
ca’s freedom, but also for the MPLA [the 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] in Angola and FRELIMO [the 
Mozambique Liberation Front] in Mo-
zambique.

Brath also supported revolutionary 
Ethiopia. The overthrow of Ethiopia’s 
revolution was a tragic consequence of 
the Soviet Union’s destruction.

As one of the founders of the December 
12th Movement, Brath popularized the 
slogan “Africa called, Cuba answered.” 
Two thousand Cuban soldiers are buried 
in Africa, where they died defeating the 
Nazi armies of apartheid South Africa.

Brath always defended Cuba. In 1992, 
he was an endorser of the “Peace for 
Cuba” rally that packed New York City’s 
Javits Center while 15,000 counterrevo-
lutionaries were forced to freeze outside.

Brath was invited to Cuba to listen to 
Comrade Fidel Castro describe how the 
Angolan and Cuban soldiers, along with 
fighters from SWAPO and the ANC [Af-
rican National Congress], destroyed the 
apartheid army at Cuito Cuanavale in 
Southern Angola. 

Brath was also a firm supporter of 
Zimbabwe, where the land has been giv-
en to its rightful owners, the African peo-
ple. He hailed the overthrow of Africa’s 
shame, Mobutu Sese Seko, the U.S. pup-
pet dictator in Congo who had helped to 
murder the great African independence 
fighter, Patrice Lumumba.

Brath went to Congo in 1997 to inter-
view Laurent Kabila and presented the 
hour-long interview to over 200 people at 
the Victoria 5 Theatre in Harlem.

Brath worked tirelessly to save Mumia 
Abu-Jamal’s life. WWP along with many 
other organizations and individuals — 
above all sisters Pam Africa and Ramona 
Africa — stopped the executioners and 
helped get this revolutionary off death 
row.

Brath worked tirelessly to free political 
prisoners, including Dhoruba bin Wa-
had. Brath also fought to free the Central 
Park 5.

Long live the memory and example of 
Elombe Brath! 

tant to Eric Rohmer for the documenta-
ry, “Nadja in Paris.” She taught film at 
Brooklyn College in New York.

We should end with Nadja speaking in 
her own words, from her chapter in one of 
the IAC’s books, “NATO in the Balkans”:

“I was born in Serbia and have returned 
there every year, and I have also lived in 
France and in New York City most of my 
adult life. And most of my adult life, as 
a participant and as observer, I have op-
posed U.S. aggressions, murders, embar-
goes, wars. Some hidden, others less so.

“Everything the U.S. does elsewhere 
— chaos and destabilization — it does 
equally at home. … It’s an amoral, me-
chanical monster whose heart is the beat 
of Wall Street. Up and down it goes. More 
and more it needs and it’s never enough. 
… Still it can be resisted. I remain opti-
mistic. Machines break, after all.”

She often signed her messages “For our 
struggles now and for tomorrows that 
will sing!”

Nadja Tesich ¡Presente! 
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Casey Kasem, center with raised hand.

Brath memorial, 
May 31.
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Niñas/os migrantes encarcelados en la frontera

¡EUA fuera de Irak!

Por Teresa Gutiérrez

En respuesta a la oleada de noticias sobre 
miles de niñas/os migrantes atrapados por 
la Seguridad Nacional (DHS), el Procura-
dor General de EUA, Eric Holder declaró 
el 6 de junio: “Cómo tratamos a los más 
necesitados, especialmente a los jóvenes 
que deben comparecer en el procedimien-
to de inmigración - muchos de los cuales 
están huyendo de violencia, persecución, 
abuso o tráfico - va al núcleo de lo que so-
mos como nación”. (New York Times)

El gobierno de Obama puede estar 
tratando de pintar una cara compasiva 
sobre esta reciente crisis. Sin embargo, la 
política estadounidense cuenta una histo-
ria completamente diferente.

Sólo preguntemos a los padres de Tray-
von Martin - que a diario tienen que sopor-
tar el conocimiento de que a George Zim-
merman se le permitió caminar libremente 
por las calles después de matar a su hijo - 
para saber que las/os niños de la clase tra-
bajadora, especialmente los de color, no son 
prioridades en el marco del sistema capital-

ista, no importa dónde hayan nacido.
En cuanto a las/os trabajadores inmi-

grantes, un desarrollo completamente nue-
vo y escalofriante se está desarrollando ante 
nuestros ojos. Niñas/os de tan sólo tres o 
cuatro años de edad hasta 17 están llegando 
a la frontera de EUA en cantidades sin prec-
edentes. Vienen solos, sin la compañía de un 
familiar; muchos vienen con un “coyote”.

Vienen principalmente de El Salvador, 
Honduras y Guatemala. Han sido captur-
adas/os por agentes de inmigración al in-
tentar llegar a EUA. La mayoría busca a 
familiares que ya están aquí.

Imágenes de niñas/os aglomerados en 
centros de detención en Texas y Arizona 
se filtraron a Breitbart, un sitio web de 
extrema derecha y han sido ampliamente 
distribuidos. Uno sólo puede preguntarse 
sobre las desesperadas condiciones en su 
casa que obligaron a este éxodo masivo.

¿No deberían los medios de comuni-
cación y Holder preguntarse sobre por 
qué los agentes de Inmigración y Aduanas 
(ICE) filtraron las imágenes a una fuente 
conservadora? Ciertamente, no fue para 

evocar empatía por las/os niños.
Las fotografías fueron filtradas a una 

fuente de derecha para incitar a las fuerzas 
anti-inmigrantes y racistas en este país, es-
pecialmente los republicanos del Tea Party 
en Washington.

Casi de inmediato, declaraciones reac-
cionarias fueron emitidas sobre las “hor-
das” de niños migrantes que entran a EUA 
y que deben ser detenidos. Algunos miem-
bros del Congreso - todos republicanos - 
utilizaron la crisis para atacar al presidente 
Barack Obama. Acusaron a su adminis-
tración de fomentar este éxodo.

La nueva cara de la migración
California y Arizona solían ser los pas-

ajes más ocupados para el cruce de mi-
grantes. Pero con el aumento de la mili-
tarización en esas zonas, hay más gente 
llegando a Texas.

La Patrulla Fronteriza del sector del 
Valle del Río Grande informa que se re-
alizaron 148,017 detenciones desde el 1 de 
octubre de 2013 al 17 de mayo de este año. 
Las/os centroamericanos constituyen el 75 
por ciento de los capturados en el sur de 
Texas, que es el punto de entrada tradicio-
nal de esta región. (AP, 08 de junio)

Durante el mismo período, los agentes 
fronterizos publicaron que arrestaron a 
más de 47.000 menores no acompañados, 
un aumento del 92 por ciento respecto al 
mismo periodo el año anterior. Algunos in-
formes dicen que las edades oscilaban en-
tre los seis meses de edad hasta los 16 años. 
Ese número podría alcanzar los 90.000, 
informó una nota de la Patrulla Fronteriza. 
(AP, 11 de junio)

CNN citó a la unión de la Patrulla Fron-
teriza, el Consejo Nacional de la Patrulla 
Fronteriza, en el sur de Texas. Chris Cabre-
ra, vicepresidente del Consejo, dijo el 9 
de junio: “Estamos viendo números que 
nunca habíamos visto antes en esta parte 
del país. Estamos hablando de niños de 17 
años para abajo, algunos con 5 o 6 años de 
edad, viajando solos”.

La realidad es que las políticas económi-
cas y políticas extremas de Estados Unidos 
están impulsando esta crisis.

William Marsden describió mejor la 
situación en el número del 11 de junio de 
Star Phoenix: “Solo son niños sin embar-
go viajan casi 3.000 kilómetros buscando 
refugio. Se aferran a los techos de trenes y 
autobuses. Caminan a través del desierto 
bajo calor intenso, a menudo sin agua o al-
imentos. Son víctimas de ladrones y otros 
criminales.

“Las/os que sobreviven este reto a menu-
do son aprehendidos por la guardia fronter-
iza de EUA y encarceladas/os en abarrota-
dos centros de detención. En el vocablo de 
inmigración, son “extranjeros indocumen-
tados.” En realidad, son refugiadas/os de la 
guerra de América del Norte”.

Luis Rolando Acosta, uno de los jóvenes, 
fue entrevistado en México por Dianne 
Solid y Alfredo Corchado. Escribieron en 
un artículo de Dallas News del 7 de junio: 
“Hay muertes todos los días. ... Gánsteres 
colocaron una pistola en la boca de algunos 
viajeros para extorsionar dinero. Niñas y 
mujeres fueron violadas, a veces mientras 
los maridos observaban con impotencia”.

El viaje es una pesadilla. Pero cuan-
do las/os jóvenes llegan a EUA y se les 
detienen, la pesadilla continúa.

Debido a la cantidad abrumadora de 
jóvenes atrapados por el ICE, miles están 
actualmente recluidas/os en centros de 

detención en Texas, Arizona, Oklahoma y 
otros estados.

El 11 de junio, la Unión Americana de 
Libertades Civiles (ACLU) presentó una 
demanda a nombre de cinco grupos de 
derechos de inmigrantes con el DHS so-
bre 113 casos de menores que han entra-
do en EUA en el último año, y describía 
los horrores en los centros de detención. 
(TucsonSentinel.com)

La exposición asevera que las/os niños 
se ven obligados a permanecer en posi-
ciones incómodas como castigo, y hay abu-
so físico, mental y sexual. No hay atención 
médica. De los 113 casos, más del 80 por 
ciento informó negación de alimentos o 
agua. Una niña dijo que el agua disponible 
para ella era la del tanque del inodoro en su 
celda. Contaron que eran alimentadas/os 
con alimentos congelados o en mal estado.

Al igual que los prisioneros encarcelados 
en prisiones de EUA, están en celdas donde 
las luces están constantemente encendidas 
y se les somete a calor o frío extremo.

Una joven de 16 años informó que los 
agentes fronterizos “violentamente le abrían 
las piernas y le tocaban los genitales”. Otra 
de 15 años dijo que un agente fronterizo la 
llevó a una cueva y la violó. Agentes del ICE 
le dijeron a una joven: “Tú eres la basura 
que contamina a este país”.

El portavoz de la Patrulla Fronteriza Luk 
Jackie Wasi escribió: “El maltrato o mala 
conducta no se tolera”. Sin embargo, la re-
alidad es la que James Lyall, abogado de 
ACLU, dijo: “Hay una cultura de abuso e im-
punidad en la agencia”. (TimesSentinel.com )

¿Quién va a luchar por estas/os niños?
¿Qué pasará con estas/os jóvenes tor-

turados en crisis? ¿Dónde irán si no pueden 
conectarse con sus familias? ¿Quién les 
sostendrá en la noche cuando recuerdan su 
viaje infernal? ¿Quién les esperará al volv-
er a casa cuando EUA les deporte? ¿Quién 
proporcionará la educación el asesora-
miento y empleo que necesitan desespera-
damente y se merecen?

Una trabajadora social le contó a esta 
escritora sobre el horror de ver a los niños 
en grilletes y cadenas al salir en aviones del 
ICE. Ella describió su propio dolor al ver 
a una niña de cinco años de edad, con las 
manos y tobillos esposados.

La causa básica de los actos desespera-
dos que obligan a las/os jóvenes a salir, que 
obligan a los padres a traer o enviar a sus 
hijos, es solamente la política imperialista 
estadounidense.

Ni los niños hondureños ni sus padres 
serían conducidos a estos actos desesper-
ados si el gobierno de EUA no hubiera der-
rocado al presidente Mel Zelaya en 2009. 
Él habría tratado de hacer frente a la crisis 
económica que fuerza a la migración.

Pero los imperialistas estadounidenses 
no lo permitieron. En su lugar, Honduras 
está experimentando una ola de represión, 
drogas y otros males. Estas son las condi-
ciones que fuerzan las manos de los padres 
y los niños de Centroamérica.

Esta es de hecho una crisis humanitar-
ia, como dijo el presidente Obama. Pero 
es una crisis que sólo las/os trabajadores 
pueden resolver. Las/os activistas de dere-
chos de inmigrantes, sindicatos, el movi-
miento contra la guerra y todos los sectores 
progresistas deben no sólo condenar esta 
crisis, sino detener la crisis imperialista en 
la raíz del problema.

¿Quién va a luchar por las/os niños? Sólo 
la misma clase obrera. 
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Irak está de nuevo frente a la atención 
mundial. El 15 de junio, el gobierno de 
Barack Obama estaba considerando 
ataques aéreos en el país que había dejado 
en 2011 después de ocho años de ocupación.

Sólo los políticos y diplomáticos más 
imperialistas podrían argumentar que la 
forma de ayudar a los iraquíes es tener más 
intervención imperialista.

Aunque todavía no está claro exacta-
mente quién está dirigiendo las fuerzas 
contra el régimen de Bagdad, esto está 
claro: Ninguna intervención imperialis-
ta ayudará al pueblo iraquí ni evitará una 
guerra mayor. Cualquier intervención per-
judicará más iraquíes y costará más a las/
os trabajadores estadounidenses.

Nosotras/os en EUA debemos oponer-
nos firmemente a cualquier intento de uti-
lizar el Pentágono para bombardear, dar la 
inteligencia y enviar armas a Irak, ni hablar 
de enviar más “botas sobre el terreno” para 
ocupar ese país una vez más. Decirle a EUA 
y al Pentágono: ¡”No te metas! ¡Bastante 
daño has hecho “!

El imperialismo EUA e inglés cometió 
el más grave crimen de guerra posible en 
2003, cuando puso en marcha una guerra 
de agresión para conquistar Irak. En ocho 
años murieron 1.5 millones de iraquíes, lle-
varon más de 5 millones al exilio exterior e 
interior, y destruyeron salud, educación e 
infraestructura sanitaria e industrial. Tam-
bién mató a 4.500 soldados estadounidens-
es, hiriendo 30.000 a 100.000 más al costo 
de billones de dólares.

Cuando una resistencia popular creció 
para desafiar la ocupación desde 2003 al 
2005, los estrategas estadounidenses vi-
eron una sola manera de evitar ser expulsa-
dos con derrota ignominiosa: Manteniendo 
a los iraquíes divididos por grupos religio-
sos y étnicos. En lugar de tratarles como 
iraquíes, las fuerzas de ocupación EUA les 
dividió en suníes y chiíes por religión y en 
árabes y kurdos por origen étnico. Las fuer-
zas de ocupación y sus agentes envenenaron 
las relaciones entre las agrupaciones.

Cuando EUA retiró sus tropas de com-
bate en 2011, dejó un régimen impopular 
encabezado por el primer ministro Nuri 
al-Maliki. Entonces, a raíz de los levan-
tamientos populares en Túnez y Egipto, 
muchos iraquíes también llevaron a cabo 
protestas pacíficas contra el gobierno de 
Maliki. El régimen de Bagdad respondió 
con balas y bombas, destruyendo gran par-
te de la ciudad de Faluya.

Este junio, en un rápido asalto, oposi-
tores armados del régimen de Maliki in-
cautaron Mosul y otras ciudades al norte 
de Bagdad. El ejército iraquí que ocupaba 
esta región se derrumbó y se retiró. Maliki, 
quien tiene solo un pequeño apoyo de una 
parte de la población que se identifica como 
chiita, rogó asistencia militar de EUA.

Tanto líderes políticos estadounidenses 
como Maliki, identifican al Estado Islámi-
co de Irak y el Levante (EIIL) como el grupo 
líder del levantamiento militar en Mosul, 
Tikrit y otras ciudades iraquíes. EIIL es un 
grupo sectario reaccionario responsable de 
la mayor parte de las 160.000 muertes en 
Siria en los últimos tres años.

Fuentes iraquíes dicen que las fuerzas 
de la resistencia baasista y organizaciones 
tribales locales están jugando un papel más 
importante en contra de Maliki. El Baaz era 
el partido del ex presidente iraquí Saddam 
Hussein y quiere un estado laico unificado.

EIIL está fuertemente financiado por 
Kuwait, Qatar y Arabia Saudita, aliados 
de EUA con sus propios intereses y conex-
iones locales. La intervención de EUA y la 
OTAN para derrocar al gobierno de Bashar 
al-Assad en Siria permitió EIIL crecer y 
convertirse en la oposición mejor armada 
y organizada contra Assad.

Cualquiera que esté involucrado en el 
conflicto en Irak, la intervención militar de 
EUA sólo empeorará la situación para to-
dos, tal y como lo hizo antes en Irak e igual 
que la intervención imperialista en Yugo-
slavia, Afganistán, Libia, Somalia, Malí, 
Siria y Ucrania.

 ¡Imperialismo EUA fuera de Irak!


