
By Larry Holmes

The nationwide strikes of workers at places like Wen-
dy’s, McDonald’s and Burger King are signs that the work-
ing-class movement is going through the birth pangs of 
what will be a new phase of development.

We are witnessing a truly revolutionary change in the 
social composition of the working class on a world scale 
that will, in effect, abet a revolutionary political and ideo-
logical transformation of the ranks and the leadership of 
a new working-class movement.

The new, more thoroughly globalized, super-techno-
logically advanced phase of capitalist production and its 
accompanying reorganization of the global workforce are 
pauperizing the entire working class, eliminating the bet-
ter-paid sections and laying the basis for the leadership 
of the working-class movement to be transferred to the 
growing ranks of low-paid, oppressed workers — Black, 
Brown, immigrant and especially women.

By Teresa Gutierrez

As progressives and workers march once again 
on May Day, it is important to reflect on the work-
ers’ movement in this country. How can the work-
ing class move forward in this period?

This question cannot be answered without tak-
ing into consideration three important components: 
migrant workers, low-wage workers and the strug-
gle against racism, which must be wholly embraced.

“We do not often look to prisons and detention 
centers to understand the social and political needs 
of our generation. But we should. Some of the most 
passionate advocates for fairness, justice and hu-
man rights are incarcerated.” These profound 
words were written by two activist professors in 
Washington state, Dan Berger and Angélica Cháza-
ro. (Seattle Times op-ed, March 19)

They were writing about a hunger strike by over 
700 immigrants in the Northwest Detention Cen-
ter in Tacoma, Wash., in early March. The hunger 
strikers were protesting unjust and inhumane pris-
on conditions as well as mass deportation of mi-
grant workers.

When you consider the effect that beloved po-
litical prisoners have on the movement — Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, the Cuban 5, Oscar Lopez and Leonard 
Peltier, to name a few — the professors’ words reso-
nate intensely true.

The status of migrant workers
Thanks to the migrant upsurge of May Day 2006, 

International Workers Day was enthusiastically re-
vived in states around the country, after decades of 
dormancy.

Since 2006, however, the struggle to win legal-
ization for the over 12 million undocumented has, 
at least for the time being, been all but lost, despite 
a massive fightback. Instead, over 2 million workers 
have been inhumanely and unjustly deported, most 
of them under the Obama administration.

The mass deportations have led some in the im-
migrant rights movement, even those historically 
loyal not only to the Democratic Party but to the 
capitalist system, to unfortunately label President 
Barack Obama “Deporter-in-Chief.” But it’s a fact 
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In a sense, it is misleading to make reference to the “low-
wage” workers’ movement. The “low-wage” term tends to 
reduce the largest segment, and certainly the fastest-grow-
ing segment of the working class, to a marginal category.

This erroneous notion of the low-wage worker surpris-
ingly still pervades some sections of the labor movement 
as well as some progressive forces.

No doubt the motion among low-wage workers has not 
reached the level of a tidal wave of proletarian rebellion. 
The leadership of the organized labor movement has not 
yet taken up the need for labor to embrace with enthu-
siasm tens of millions of more super-exploited and op-
pressed workers.

The truth is, the changes in capitalism are forcing these 
unions to engage deeper and deeper layers of low-wage 
workers who were considered virtually impossible to orga-
nize, like the workers at McDonald’s and Walmart.

Indeed, it is only very recently that even the more mili-
tant elements in the labor movement, as well as wider pro-
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Who we are & what we’re fighting for
Hate capitalism? Workers World Party fights for a 

socialist society — where the wealth is socially owned 
and production is planned to satisfy human need. This 
outmoded capitalist system is dragging down workers’ 
living standards while throwing millions out of their 
jobs. If you’re young, you know they’re stealing your 
future. And capitalism is threatening the entire planet 
with its unplanned, profit-driven stranglehold over the 
means of production.

Workers built it all — it belongs to society, not to a 
handful of billionaires! But we need a revolution to 
make that change. That’s why for 55 years WWP has 
been building a revolutionary party of the working 
class inside the belly of the beast.

We fight every kind of oppression. Racism, sexism, 

degrading people because of their nationality, sexual or 
gender identity or disabilities — all are tools the ruling 
class uses to keep us apart. They ruthlessly super-ex-
ploit some in order to better exploit us all. WWP builds 
unity among all workers while supporting the right 
of self-determination. Fighting oppression is a work-
ing-class issue, which is confirmed by the many labor 
struggles led today by people of color, immigrants and 
women.

WWP has a long history of militant opposition to im-
perialist wars. The billionaire rulers are bent on turning 
back the clock to the bad old days before socialist revo-
lutions and national liberation struggles liberated terri-
tory from their grip. We’ve been in the streets to oppose 
every one of imperialism’s wars and aggressions. 

workers.org/wwpContact a Workers World Party branch near you:

CHICAGO TEACH-IN

Ukrainian fascists beaten back
Sara Flounders speaking at Chicago 
Ukraine meeting, April 12.

By WW Chicago bureau

Anti-war and anti-imperialist activists in 
Chicago held a successful public teach-in on 
U.S.-NATO aggression against Ukraine and 
Russia on April 12 despite the U.S. ruling-class 
media’s political pressure and despite having to 
beat back a physical attack by pro-fascist orga-
nizations here.

The meeting underlined two important les-
sons for progressive activists organizing in the 
U.S. on this issue. Ideological firmness is al-
ways needed to withstand the pressure of U.S. 
imperialism’s propaganda machine. And a unit-
ed front providing organized self-defense and security is 
often necessary to assure the protection of progressive 
ideas.

The title of the meeting, held at the United Electrical 
Workers union hall, was “A Chicago Teach-in: Stop U.S./
NATO — No New Cold War over Ukraine.”

Speakers included Rick Rozoff, who manages the Stop
NATO news website (rickrozoff.wordpress.com); Holly 
Kent-Payne, of the local Anti-War Committee; Students 
for a Democratic Society member Kait McIntyre; Alfonso 
Casal, of the American Party of Labor; and Sara Floun-
ders, co-director of the International Action Center in 
New York City and Workers World writer. The Freedom 
Road Socialist Organization (fightbacknews.org) and 
Workers World Party sponsored the meeting.

The speakers countered ruling-class propaganda by 
exposing the fascist role in the Kiev coup government 
of Ukraine and by laying out the history of U.S.-NATO 
encroachment into countries ever closer to the Russian 
border in order to encircle Russia militarily since the fall 
of the USSR in 1991.

Eric Struch of WWP, who chaired the meeting, told 
WW about the rightist mobilization in Chicago:

“There are U.S. sections of the Ukrainian organiza-
tions Svoboda and the Right Sector that are active in the 
Ukrainian Village neighborhood of Chicago. They hosted 
an event supporting the illegal Feb. 22 coup, which was at-

tended by Sen. Dick Durbin (D.-Ill.), and 
they have been displaying the hated red 
and black flag of the fascist UPA-OUN, 
the Nazi collaborationists responsi-
ble for the deportation of thousands of 
Ukrainian Jews to death camps.”

Defense stops fascists at the door

Alfonso Casal was speaking on the 
historical roots of Ukrainian fascism 
and how U.S. imperialism gave sup-

port to fascist groups after the German Nazi occupation 
of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic ended in 1945.

“Casal was halfway through,” Derek Thacker told WW, 
“when a clamoring of footsteps and shouting were heard 
outside the UE labor hall. Pro-fascists from Chicago’s 
Ukrainian community were gathering at the front door. I 
was suddenly drafted into the site’s security team. The 40 
or so right-wing demonstrators carried signs comparing 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to Adolf Hitler, as well 
as the flag of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists, 
the group which in 1941 proclaimed the independence 
of Ukraine shortly after the Nazi invasion of the Soviet 
Union.”

A handful of fascists and extreme nationalists got into 
the meeting. Others, locked out, repeatedly tried the door 
and shouted angrily at the security volunteers standing 
watch inside. One of the group who had been allowed in 
earlier then stood in the doorway while the right-wing 
crowd from outside surged forward in an attempt to break 
into the hall and disrupt the meeting. The security guard 
successfully blocked them and forced all of them out, along 
with anyone else who tried to disrupt.

“All things considered,” Thacker concluded, “the 
multi-organizational coalition succeeded in carrying out 
the meeting and paving the way for future cooperation 
between anti-fascist forces, despite the interference of 
enemy agents and being besieged by hostile racists.” 
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After Geneva agreement

Ukrainian resistance holds firm
By Fred Goldstein

April 18 — As of this writing, the ma-
neuver by U.S. and European imperial-
ism at the Geneva “reconciliation” talks 
to disarm and disperse the anti-Western 
resistance in southeast Ukraine has been 
rebuffed by the masses there.

It is clear that Washington had no in-
tention of compromise. On the contrary, 
the U.S. escalated the crisis even while 
talks were in progress in Geneva.

The agreement specified that “build-
ings illegally seized” must be vacated and 
“groups illegally armed” must disarm. 
But the Right Sector fascists camped out 
in Maidan Square in Kiev did not make 
one move to turn in their arms or vacate 
their encampment, nor did the puppet 
government do anything to enforce the 
agreement in the capital.

This language is general and ambig-
uous in its application. No matter what 
happens on the ground, or what interpre-
tation either side gives to the language, 
it can have the effect of undercutting the 
struggle of the resistance.

According to the April 18 Wall Street 
Journal: “Russia’s Foreign Ministry is-
sued a statement Friday evening saying 
it was disappointed with U.S. official 
responses to the Geneva deal. … The 
Foreign Ministry said the Geneva agree-
ment’s call on protesters to give up weap-
ons and occupied buildings should apply 
first to those in Kiev, ‘who participated in 
the February coup.’”

If this is what the Russian government 
intended, then Moscow should have 
made absolutely clear from the outset 
that by signing the agreement they were 
not equating the coup regime with re-
sisters in the East, as the language of the 
agreement did. Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov could have stated this position 
explicitly at the post-agreement press 
conference and/or have it written clear-
ly in the agreement, for the resistance, 
and the whole world, to see. This would 
not leave the resistance fighters, who 
were not consulted, to struggle with an 
interpretation.

Fortunately, the resistance movements 
in eastern Ukraine have declared their 
determination not to move until the fas-
cists are disarmed and the illegal coup 
regime resigns. But the imperialists now 
have language that they can use against 
the movement.

However, in the town of Seversk in the 
Donetsk region, resistance activists took 
over the administration and police build-
ings after the Geneva statement was an-
nounced. Law enforcement and local au-
thorities said they would cooperate with 
these anti-Kiev forces.

The resistance forces in Luhansk an-
nounced they were drawing up legal 
papers to have the unofficial people’s 
militia legally recognized as a lawful 
paramilitary formation called the “Popu-
lar Army of Donbass,” long a coal-mining 
region. The local coordinator said, “We 
are peaceful people,” but the protesters 

“need weapons to be heard.” (RIA Novo-
sti, April 18)

Donetsk People’s Republic demands 
coup regime resign

The head of the Donetsk People’s Re-
public, Denis Pushilin, gave a correct le-
gal interpretation of the statement. He 
told BBC World News on April 18: “The 
agreement specifies that buildings illegal-
ly occupied must be vacated. Under those 
terms, the illegal government in Kiev must 
first vacate the parliament and resign. We 
will not vacate or disarm before that.”

Before the Geneva agreement, the 
masses of eastern Ukraine had defend-
ed themselves, heroically resisting Kiev’s 
military and political pressure. The peo-
ple appealed directly to the soldiers and 
quickly convinced two armored columns 
of Kiev troops to go over to the resistance. 
This transformed the relationship of forc-
es against Kiev and imperialism.

It is apparent that the imperialists and 
their right-wing stooges in Kiev never in-
tended to honor the agreement. The coup 
regime came to power in Kiev on Feb. 22, 
when fascist shock troops violently over-
threw the legally elected government of 
President Viktor Yanukovych. Now right-
wing and fascist forces from the Father-
land Party, Svoboda Party and Right Sec-
tor hold key posts in Kiev’s military and 
police forces.

Washington backed the coup in Kiev 
in order to drag Ukraine into the camp 
of Western imperialism. The coup regime 
has already pulled Ukraine into the Euro-
pean Union and signed draconian agree-
ments with the International Monetary 
Fund that impose austerity on Ukraine’s 
people — including cuts in subsidies for 
gas and social services, wage cuts, layoffs 
and privatization.

The unelected Kiev regime has never 
consulted the people. It fashioned its po-
litical and economic maneuvers behind 
the scenes with EU and IMF bankers and 
big business leaders. But its pro-imperi-
alist orientation qualifies the Kiev junta 
as a “democratic government” in Western 
government and corporate media circles.

Washington sabotaged Geneva talks 
from the beginning

Though Washington promoted the 
Geneva talks as a way to de-escalate the 
crisis, the U.S. used the conference to 

sharpen the conflict with Russia and the 
resistance fighters. With the talks set to 
begin, NATO Secretary General Fogh Ras-
mussen threatened that NATO was about 
to increase readiness, send more naval 
forces to the Baltic Sea and the Mediterra-
nean and additional flights over the Baltic 
states, plus rotate more troops on the east-
ern front to be near Russia’s borders.

Speaking to the world’s press after the 
conference, Secretary of State John Kerry 
used a phony leaflet to slander the resis-
tance movement of the eastern Ukraine. 
This right-wing document, allegedly 
from the People’s Republic of Donetsk but 
quite possibly a CIA forgery, told Jewish 
people that they were ordered to register, 
invoking memories of the Nazi occupa-
tion during World War II. Kerry did this 
although he knew the Donetsk People’s 
Republic leader categorically denied the 
resistance had anything to do with the 
letter and Jewish leaders in Ukraine said 
the letter was a hoax.

After the Geneva meeting, President 
Barack Obama said he did not trust the 
agreement and threatened Russia with 
greater economic sanctions.

So Washington sabotaged a “reconcili-
ation” conference before, during and after 
it was over, giving proof positive of U.S. 
imperialism’s aggressive, expansionist 
aims in Ukraine. Washington’s unbridled 
hostility to the Putin government flows 
from Moscow’s determined moves to halt 
the Pentagon-NATO march eastward.

As of this writing, the position of U.S. 
imperialism and its hapless puppet re-
gime in Kiev is highly unfavorable. Kiev 
is economically bankrupt and must repay 
billions of dollars in debt within the next 
year. Having been installed by a coup led 
by anti-Semites, admirers of Hitler and 
of Stepan Bandera, a Ukrainian World 
War II collaborator with the Nazis, it is 
politically weak and so far is militarily 
helpless to suppress the resistance.

U.S. imperialism, an adventurist power

In crafting this adventure, the feverish 
strategists in Washington seem to have 
overlooked the most significant factor 
in the struggle for Ukraine — its people. 
The U.S. coup plotters thought that over-
throwing the government was sufficient 
to take over the country.

The U.S. utilized fascist shock 
troops to seize the government. But the 
Ukrainian people, who remember the 
struggle against Hitler and the Nazis and 
all the death and suffering involved, hate 
fascists.

The eastern part of Ukraine has a 
strong strain of Soviet culture that devel-
oped when Ukraine was a Soviet Social-
ist Republic. There are statues of Lenin 
everywhere, and streets are named after 
revolutionaries from Lenin’s Bolshevik 
Party, even 23 years after the breakup of 
the Soviet Union.

Wall Street was relying on major sanc-
tions against Russian business to under-
mine Putin and turn capitalist Russia’s 
ruling class against him. But major sanc-
tions require cooperation from Europe-
an finance capital, which in turn makes 
massive profits from investment and 
trade with Russia. Russia supplies one-
third of Europe’s gas. It will not be that 
easy to get the European imperialists to 
throw their profits away for the sake of 
Washington’s war with Russia.

There is much else the Pentagon and 
the State Department failed to consider. 
But the U.S. is an adventurist and reck-
less power. Driven by the monumental 
and continuous growth of its produc-
tive forces, U.S. capitalism must seek 
ever new outlets for trade, investment, 
spheres of exploitation and resources. If 
it can’t expand outward, Wall Street must 
be consumed by economic crises.

The more the ruling class’ situation de-
teriorates, the more dangerous the U.S. 
becomes.

The U.S. ruling class is right now in 
the grip of just such an economic crisis. 
Under these conditions it is prone to ad-
venture. Wall Street would like nothing 
more than to swallow up Ukraine as a 
stepping stone to undermining Russia. 
Wall Street’s goal is to eventually reduce 
Russia to a vassal state, which is where it 
was headed under Boris Yeltsin, after the 
collapse of the USSR in 1991.

Washington is furious with Putin be-
cause he halted the subordination of 
Russia to U.S. finance capital. He pushed 
back. Putin is a bourgeois, an adminis-
trator of Russian capitalism. His camp 
consists of millionaires, billionaires and 
the military. No workers or revolution-
aries have any illusions about Putin’s 
role. He is the representative of a power-
ful and wealthy capitalist class in Russia 
that has no intention of bringing social-
ism to Ukraine.

Nevertheless, for U.S. imperialism to 
gain control of Ukraine and threaten Rus-
sia would be the worst possible outcome 
of this crisis. It would strengthen the ma-
chine of Wall Street and the Pentagon. It 
would bring more wealth to the U.S. rul-
ers, which they would use to threaten the 
world. Inside the U.S., it would help the 
bosses and bankers enforce their will on 
the working class.

All genuine anti-imperialists must find 
a way to keep their revolutionary politi-
cal independence, fight the class struggle 
and join with the Ukrainian masses in 
helping to expel U.S. imperialism and its 
junior partners in Europe from Ukraine.

Fred Goldstein is the author of “Low-
Wage Capitalism” and “Capitalism at a 
Dead End,” which has been translated 
into Spanish as “El capitalismo en un 
callejón sin salida.” See Web site and 
blog lowwagecapitalism.com, where 
books are available.

Resistance in Ukraine’s East turns back troops from Kiev coup regime.

WAR WITHOUT VICTORY 
by Sara Flounders
“By revealing the underbelly of the empire, Flounders sheds insight 
on how to stand up to the imperialist war machine and, in so doing, 
save ourselves and humanity.”
 – �Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann, 

President, U.N. General Assembly, 2008-2009; 
Foreign Minister of Nicaragua’s Sandinista government.

Available on amazon.com and bookstores around the country.
PentagonAchillesHeel.com
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 On the picket line

Walmart: Make Gerawan pay 
the farmworkers!

The United Farm Workers latest cam-
paign, on behalf of more than 5,000 mostly 
migrant workers who harvest Prima brand 
plums, peaches, nectarines and grapes, is 
demanding that Walmart, a major purchaser 
of Prima fruits, live up to its so-called “Stan-
dards for Suppliers.” Walmart claims that its 
suppliers must pay their workers decent wag-
es and comply with labor laws. But Gerawan 
Farming, which sells its produce under the 
Prima brand, is being sued by the work-
ers for minimum wage violations, and the 
company has not given the workers the raise 
mandated by the state of California. Though 
the UFW brought these issues to Walmart’s 
attention, the world’s largest, wealthiest 
retailer has hypocritically done nothing. The 
UFW is requesting that supporters sign its 
petition on ufw.org demanding that Walmart 
make Gerawan accountable. If only Walmart 
would abide by its own standards!

Minnesota raises state 
minimum wage

It’s been nine years since more than 
325,000 minimum-wage workers in Minne-
sota got a raise. Minnesota is one of only four 
states whose minimum wage of $6.15 an hour 
was below the federal rate of $7.25. As of 
Aug. 1, workers will make $8 an hour, and the 
minimum will rise to $9 in 2015 and $9.50 
in 2016. As of Jan. 1, 2018, the minimum will 
be indexed to inflation to help workers keep 
up with the cost of living. Unions and worker 
organizing centers throughout the state have 
been rallying and marching for over a year 
to win this sorely needed wage hike. Though 
Minnesota politicians praised themselves 
for passing this long-overdue raise, statistics 
show that a single parent with two children 
working full time currently earns an annual 
salary of just $12,792, which is $7,000 below 
the poverty line. (mnaflcio.org, April 21) 
Raising the minimum wage to $9.50 by 2016 
will provide another $6,970 for that family — 
but that’s still below the poverty line. That’s 
why the national minimum needs to be $15 
an hour!

Nurses demand health report 
on Keystone XL

On March 13, the largest U.S. organi-
zation of nurses, National Nurses United, 
with nearly 185,000 members, called on 
the Obama administration to issue a report 
showing that the Keystone XL oil pipeline, 
which would run from Canada to the Gulf of 
Mexico, “will not adversely impact the health 
and safety of the American people” before 
approving this controversial project. The 
NNU first announced its opposition in early 
2013. “It is for our patients, our members, 
our families, and our communities that we 
speak out, and call on the Administration to 
order an immediate health impact study and 
not authorize a pipeline that will harm our 
planet and our health,” said NNU Co-Presi-
dent Karen Higgins, RN, in a press release. 
Higgins noted that as a result of tar sands 
pipeline spills in Michigan and Arkansas, 
residents have reported cardiovascular, gas-
trointestinal, neurological and respiratory 
illnesses, as well as persistent coughs, head-
aches, nausea, eye and skin problems. Tar 
sands mining pollutants have been linked to 
cancer, leukemia, genetic damage and birth 
defects. (nationalnursesunited.org)

On April 18, the White House announced it 
was postponing a final decision on the project. 
The media speculated that the decision had 
to do with not turning off environmentalists 
before the upcoming midterm election. 

                                                            By Sue Davis

gressive forces, are beginning to take 
the low-wage worker movement seri-
ously, much less see in this develop-
ment the revival of a more advanced 
working-class movement.

Given the demoralization, stagna-
tion and paralysis that still hold the 
labor movement in their grip after 
such a long period of seemingly end-
less defeats, a sense of pessimism that 
anything might reverse the decline of 
the movement is still prevalent. Over-
coming that pessimism is one of the 
big problems facing this new develop-
ment in the working class.

Breaking down artificial barriers

The growth in the number of work-
ers’ organizations that are not tradi-
tional unions — such as worker centers 
and organizing campaigns that have no 
near-term prospect of winning recog-
nition from employers, engaging in col-
lective bargaining or getting contracts 
— is a sign of the rebirth of the workers’ 
movement.

Low-wage worker strikes are reintro-
ducing millions of workers to the po-
tential of the powerful and underused 
weapon of the general strike.

At first glance, one might conclude 
that the most important change that cap-
italist globalization and technology have 
visited upon the working class has only 
weakened the working class’ ability to or-
ganize and defend itself against capital.

These enormous changes have and 
continue to devastate the social condi-
tions for the whole working class. But 
these changes have also begun to break 
down all the barriers and boundar-
ies within the working class that have 
helped to foster the illusion that dif-
ferent groups of workers not only have 
different interests, but antagonistically 
different interests, depending on the 
country they live in or their social status 
based on the type of work they do.

The changes in capitalism, while pau-
perizing ever larger sections of the glob-
al working class, especially in the U.S 
and Europe, have tended to diminish 
these differences. Slowly but surely, this 
is affecting the consciousness of workers 
everywhere. The changes in capitalism 
and the deepening crises of capitalism 
are pushing the working class in an an-
ti-capitalist, pro-socialist and, ultimate-
ly, revolutionary direction.

In the U.S., the idea of the 99% need-
ing to fight the 1% — introduced by the 
Occupy movement and flawed in some 
respects — has signaled the beginning 
of a sea change in mass consciousness 
not seen in this country since the 1930s. 
The problem with the 99% equation is 
that it obscures racism and national op-
pression; the super-oppression of wom-
en, immigrants, people with disabilities 
and the youth; and the oppression expe-
rienced by lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender and queer people.

On the other hand, the 99% versus 

the 1% concept, however imperfect, is, 
on an organic level, a call for classwide 
unity against capitalism in a country 
where capitalist ideology had long been 
declared the undisputed and eternal 
winner in the global struggle between 
capitalism and socialism.

Significance of classwide solidarity
What does greater classwide solidar-

ity mean in the struggle of low-wage 
workers? Obviously, it means that the 
organized labor movement, not just 
the leadership, but rank-and-file union 
workers must do a great deal more to 
assist low-wage workers in organizing.

The best way for organized labor to 
defend itself against union busting and 
the shredding of contracts, health care 
benefits, pensions and all the rest of the 
seemingly endless war on the gains of 
the working class is to not view these 
defensive struggles as separate and 
apart from the struggle of fast-food 
workers or retail workers or domestic 
workers or day laborers or taxi drivers 
or low-wage workers everywhere who 
are fighting to organize, but rather to 
see the defensive struggles of union-
ized workers and the new struggle of 
low-wage workers as interdependent.

For example, the AFL-CIO formed 
“Working America” about nine years 
ago as a way for workers who are not 
organized in the workplace to be part 
of the labor movement. The three mil-
lion members of Working America are 
almost exclusively called upon only to 
vote or do electioneering for Democrat-
ic Party candidates. Imagine if just one 
out of 10 members of Working Ameri-
ca were mobilized to assist low-wage 
worker organizing campaigns?

That would mean 300,000 more ac-
tivists walking picket lines and partic-
ipating in protests at McDonald’s and 
the many other workplaces across the 
country where low-wage workers are 
organizing.

Due to the conservatism of the cur-
rent labor leadership, this is not going 
to happen anytime soon.

In the interim, progressive and rev-
olutionary militants and activists must 
do what they can to organize classwide 

solidarity with low-wage workers.
Every time there’s some conscious 

act of solidarity with these workers, 
such as a march for their right to a 
$15-an-hour minimum wage and a 
union, it makes a big difference.

If a few activists go inside a restau-
rant with a couple of signs that read, 
“We Support McDonald’s or Wendy’s 
or KFC workers,” it shakes up man-
agement, and the workers know they 
are not isolated.

Activists can set up an informa-
tional table staffed by two or even 
one person outside a restaurant and 
distribute literature on why every-
one should support the demands of 
the workers inside.

Of course, the bigger and more 
militant the acts of organized soli-

darity are with the workers the better.

Forging a revolutionary pole
Whether one calls them moderate, 

conservative, tied to the Democratic 
Party or business trade unionism, the 
political forces that hold sway over the 
organized labor movement at the mo-
ment play at best a contradictory role in 
the working-class movement.

On the one hand, they work for the 
rights of the workers they represent, but 
on the other hand, their political orien-
tation betrays and disempowers those 
very same workers.

Most importantly, even if it hurts the 
workers they are sworn to represent, 
these moderating forces are committed 
to making sure the trade unions and the 
working class remain tied to the two 
capitalist parties, particularly the Dem-
ocratic Party.

These forces view, as an essential part 
of their job, restraining radicalism, mil-
itancy and anti-capitalist consciousness 
within the working class — something 
that’s going to be increasingly hard for 
them to accomplish.

Most of the new organizations that 
have sprung up in the recent period to 
represent the interests of workers — in-
cluding the workers’ centers and vari-
ous low-wage worker organizing cam-
paigns — cannot be truly independent 
of the ideological constraints of the 
current labor leadership because these 
organizations depend on the same 
leaders for funding.

The problem is not that organized la-
bor is funding new worker organizing. 
The problem is that the resources come 
with the restricting political conditions 
of the moderating leadership.

These political limitations can only 
be diminished by the growth of revo-
lutionary class consciousness and an-
ti-capitalist ideology in the working 
class, made decisively more powerful by 
a conscious, independent, revolutionary 
pole in the working-class movement.

Such a pole once existed, until the rev-
olutionary communist and socialist mil-
itants were forced out of the organized 
labor movement during the 1950’s witch 
hunt or forced to either conform to the 
accepted norms or conceal their politics.

As confidence and militancy grow 
among the low-wage workers and be-
come contagious, the material basis for 
an independent revolutionary pole will 
strengthen. Do revolutionaries have the 
will and the wherewithal to counter the 
moderating forces by helping to forge 
that pole?

Larry Holmes is Workers World 
Party’s first secretary. Read the entire 
article at workers.org.
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Who killed 1,135 garment workers?
By Kathy Durkin

April 24 is the first anniversary of the 
horrific Rana Plaza building collapse in 
Dakar, Bangladesh, when at least 1,135 
garment workers died, mostly young 
women. Thousands more were injured.

This terrible tragedy focused world 
attention on the exploitative, dangerous 
conditions under which garment work-
ers toil in Bangladesh. It revealed capi-
talist greed within the context of global 
imperialism, whereby superprofits take 
precedence over human life.

Some 4 million workers toil in 5,000 
garment plants in Bangladesh. They are 
paid starvation wages so that big prof-
its can be made by local factory owners, 
and even bigger profits by transnational 
corporations. About $20 billion a year 
comes into Bangladesh’s economy from 
clothing exports. Worldwide sales en-
hance the coffers of huge clothing brands 
like H&M, Primark, Loblaw, Walmart, 
The Gap, Mango and Benetton.

Who is to blame for the 2013 catastro-
phe? Rana Plaza’s owner, Sohel Rana, 
is in jail facing murder charges, say po-
lice investigators; his property was just 
seized. Another 40 people, including fac-
tory owners, are expected to be charged 
with complicity in negligence leading to 

the calamity. Despite severe cracks in 
the building’s walls and employees’ ob-
jections, workers were forced to return 
to their workstations, upon threats of 
losing wages or jobs.

It took a militant workers’ movement 
inside the country calling for justice for 
the dead and injured workers, with walk-
outs, strikes, demonstrations and street 
occupations — and a world outcry — to 
pressure the government into arresting 
Rana, and then to level serious charges 
against him and others responsible for 
this “industrial massacre.”

Who avoids blame for this disaster? 
Behind the scenes are the retail giants, 
which demand low labor and production 
costs and speedy turnaround of orders. 
These corporate owners and executives 
have no regard for employees’ safety or 
lives; they see them as expendable and 
replaceable.

U.S. and European governments have 
responsibility here, too, in that they do 
not insist on safe working conditions 
in factories making goods for Western 
companies or consumers.

After the Rana Plaza catastrophe, 
workers’ advocates in Bangladesh and 
elsewhere pushed for the Accord on Fire 
and Building Safety. In response to gar-
ment workers’ insistence and interna-

tional pressure, more than 150 brands 
signed this legally binding agreement, 
which compels them to fund factory safe-
ty upgrades. Engineers inspecting plants 
are finding them rife with dangers. Al-
ready, eight factories have been closed 
until structural changes are made.

U.S. retail giants, including Walmart 
and The Gap, refused to sign the ac-
cord and established a separate, weak-
er, non-legally-binding plan with little 
funding, report labor activists.

The U.N.-linked International Labour 
Organization established the Rana Plaza 
Donors Trust Fund. It aims to raise $40 
million for the 4,000 disaster victims 
and relatives. Today, only half of the 28 
brands tied to the Rana Plaza factories 
have contributed, and their contribu-
tions amount to a mere $15 million. 
Many retailers will not donate — unfor-
tunately, they are not being compelled to 
support dead workers’ children or work-
ers so disabled they cannot re-enter the 
workforce.

Walmart, the world’s largest retail-
er, gave such a pittance that the Clean 
Clothes Campaign insists the compa-
ny give more, and so should Children’s 
Place and Loblaw. The Gap gave only 
$500,000, a shameful drop in the bucket 
for that retailer.

Struggle continues
Despite the horrific events of a year 

ago, workers are still paid starvation 
wages and forced to work 15-hour days. 
This is the truth about capitalist global-
ization; there is no concern for the work-
ers’ well-being. They are just the means 
to produce megaprofits.

However, this past year has been 
marked by strong workers’ protests, 
strikes and more union organizing than 
ever. Some actions have been repressed 
by companies and police. Western brands 
and local bosses expect the government 
to stop “labor unrest,” and keep the work-
ers in line.

Yet, no matter how hard they try, the 
bosses cannot stop the class struggle. 
They cannot stop the workers from pro-
testing their exploitation nor from orga-
nizing unions, and they certainly can’t 
stop them from winning allies worldwide.

What our Bangladeshi sisters and 
brothers need is international solidarity 
from all workers and progressive move-
ments. They especially need activists 
here to keep the pressure on U.S. retail 
giants and insist on fair wages and treat-
ment for them.

On this May Day, it is time to redouble 
our commitment and work to support the 
workers of Bangladesh. 

U.S. bosses hoard $2 trillion overseas

In a powerful demonstration of support, 
dozens of people marched into Liberato 
restaurant in the Bronx demanding bet-
ter wages and working conditions for the 
workers on April 19. The Rude Mechanical 
Orchestra intensified the spirit and drama 
of the event, accompanying protesters as 
they chanted for the end of wage theft and 
abusive treatment of workers.

The action was organized by the Laun-
dry Workers Center, whose members 

work at the restaurant. People first gath-
ered for a rally at the offices of Picture 
the Homeless and then marched to the 
restaurant at 183rd Street and Jerome 
Avenue. The workers delivered a letter to 
the bosses demanding fair pay and just 
treatment. The protest was the begin-
ning of a campaign for workers’ rights.

Protesters then rallied outside as peo-
ple spoke about the impossibility of sur-
viving on the minimum wage and cruel 

By Chris Fry

Hundreds of U.S. corporations’ profits 
that are held in overseas bank accounts 
nearly doubled between 2008 and 2013, 
when the total came to $2.1 trillion, re-
ported Audit Analytics’ blog on April 1.

Conglomerate General Electric had 
the biggest pile of money abroad, at $110 
billion. Next is Microsoft at $76.4 billion, 
followed by drug makers Pfizer at $79 
billion and Merck & Co at $57.1 billion. 
High-tech Apple’s offshore stockpile is 
$54.4 billion. Google’s stash has climbed 
to $38.9 billion from $17.5 billion in 2010.

One major reason that these corpo-
rate giants store so much cash abroad 
is to evade U.S. taxes. A Congressional 
Research Service report states that the 
annual revenue loss in corporate taxes 
ranges from $30 billion to $90 billion a 
year (bloomberg.com, March 12).

Microsoft disclosed that if it brought 
their amassed profits “home” to the U.S., 
the company would owe $24.4 billion for 
taxes at the current 31.9 percent tax rate. 
Instead, they pay as little as 3.1 percent 
in foreign taxes.

Many of these companies store their 
profits in Bermuda, Ireland, Luxem-
bourg, the Netherlands and/or Switzer-
land, where corporate tax rates are ex-
tremely low.

Hundreds of school buildings and 
community centers could be built or ren-
ovated with this money, employing thou-
sands of workers. Health care clinics, 
parks, playgrounds, mass transit — all of 
these are sacrificed to let these corpora-
tions gorge themselves on cash.

Of course, workers not just in the U.S. 
but in countries around the globe could 
and should benefit from this hoard of 
cash, since it is their labor that created it. 
With billions of people living in poverty, 
such wealth could benefit so many. But 
that is not how these transnational cor-
porations see it.

There is a deeper reason that these 
corporations are holding on to their cash 
— their capital — beyond evading taxes. 

If their executives expected that invest-
ing this money in new ventures, plants 
and offices would generate profits, these 
cash hoards would disappear in a torrent 
of new projects.

But capitalism and imperialism re-
main mired in a deep crisis. It is not that 
people no longer need new laptops, cell 
phones, software and medicines. It’s that 
big business has lowered the cost of labor 
involved in producing these commodi-
ties, due to modern technology and com-
munications, and the super-exploita-
tion of vast armies of labor in the global 
workforce.

With the economic crisis of overpro-
duction combined with workers’ low 

wages, corporations can’t find sufficient 
numbers of people who can afford to buy 
enough goods at high enough prices to 
generate acceptable profit returns. So 
each of these giant corporations is sit-
ting on its cash rather than spending it 
on new projects.

Meanwhile, millions of workers are un-
employed, and millions more are locked 
into such low-wage jobs that they both 
work and go hungry at the same time.

How do the capitalist governments re-
spond to this corporate withholding of tax 
revenue? Have they launched vigorous 
struggles to obtain a portion of these cash 
hordes to refill the peoples’ treasuries that 
were drained by the banks and invest-

ment firms during the Great Recession?
Of course not! The workers who gen-

erated all of this wealth in the first place 
are now a burden to them, disdained as 
“takers.” So all over the world these gov-
ernments hatch new plans for layoffs, cut-
backs in salaries and benefits, and other 
austerity measures, to squeeze every pen-
ny out of the workers and oppressed.

Only the determined and organized 
struggle by the workers and oppressed 
can turn this situation around. Only by 
replacing the current system, devoted 
solely to amassing vast wealth for a very 
few, with a socialist system designed to 
meet the needs of humanity, will these 
issues be resolved once and for all. 

working conditions. Speakers also called 
on people to join the New York City May 
Day demonstration for workers and im-
migrant rights, a $15 minimum wage 
and legalization for all.

Several groups participated in the ac-
tion, including Picture the Homeless, the 
People’s Power Assemblies, New Immi-
grant Community Empowerment, 99 
Pickets and Occu-Evolve.

— Report and photo by Brenda Ryan

Restaurant 
workers:

‘�Stop 
wage 
theft’
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Drive for new legal review for Mumia

that the Obama administration has car-
ried out more deportations than any oth-
er administration in U.S. history.

Deportations and the detention of mi-
grant workers, along with the human toll 
of forced migration, have become a sig-
nificant human and civil rights issue of 
our time.

The brutal tearing apart of families; 
the forced detention, primarily for prof-
it, of blameless workers; the desperation 
and death at the militarized borders have 
all worsened. It is an all-out war against 
workers, a heartless, cruel and brutal 
crime committed by the capitalist class. It 
is a crime they must be punished for.

Recently the media reported that a 
12-year-old girl from Ecuador allegedly 
committed suicide while in detention in a 
shelter in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. She had 
been traveling alone with “smugglers” 
who were bringing her to the U.S. to be 
with her parents. She committed suicide 
after her smuggler was caught and she 
was put in the “shelter.”

This heartbreaking incident reflects a 
sobering reality: Children and teenagers 
are coming into the U.S. in record num-
bers, often alone. “Up to 120 unaccompa-
nied youths are arriving each day, officials 
say, a number that has tripled over the 
last five years and that by some estimates 
could soon reach 60,000 a year.” More 
than 21,000 minors traveling without 
families were captured last year. “That 
was more than half the total of 38,833 de-
tained nationwide. More than 90 percent 
of the youngsters detained are from Gua-
temala, Honduras and El Salvador.” (Los 
Angeles Times, Feb. 21)

According to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, “Almost half 
of the world’s forcibly displaced people 
are children and many spend their entire 
childhood far from home.” Children are 

at greater risk of abuse, neglect, violence, 
exploitation and trafficking.

No wonder, then, that in the U.S. the 
most vibrant sector of the migrant rights 
movement is led by young immigrants.

And no wonder that so many women are 
organizers and leaders of this movement.

The fear of rape while traveling to the 
U.S. is so real that women migrants of-
ten take contraceptive pills before they 
leave in case they are raped while on their 
journey, reports Professor Anna Ochoa 
O’Leary of the University of Arizona. 
Rape is part of the everyday experience of 
a woman migrant.

These horrible conditions of forced mi-
gration are mirrored not just by the cat-
astrophic number of deportations by the 
U.S., but by the increasing detention of 
immigrant workers.

Detention for profit

The migrant movement repeatedly 
points out that the detention of immi-
grants is driven by profit, which also ap-
plies to the mass incarceration of workers 
of color and poor people.

Cold-hearted lobbyists working for 
corporations like the GEO Group, Inc. 
have fixed federal immigration policy to 
require that at least 35,000 beds in their 
detention centers be filled every night in 
order for the Department of Homeland 
Security to get its appropriations. It is 
called the “bed mandate.”

The fiscal 2015 federal budget contains 
a whopping $1.3 billion for 30,000 de-
tention beds, according to a Bipartisan 
Policy Center report. This money should 
be used for people’s needs, not for incar-
ceration!

If they are thought to be undocument-
ed, people caught up in the justice system 
for as minor an infraction as broken tail 
lights are held in mandatory detention 
indefinitely without bail until their de-

portation is reviewed.
Brutal conditions in detention led to 

the recent hunger strikes, not only in 
Washington but in Texas as well. Among 
the grievances are terrible overcrowding: 
48 prisoners in one cell block with only 
two toilets; detainees with untreated 
open wounds or infections.

Such horrible conditions are found 
throughout the U.S. prison system. With 
just 5 percent of the world’s population, 
the U.S. has 25 percent of the global pris-
on population. Over 80,000 people now 
spend 23 to 24 hours a day in solitary 
confinement.

No wonder last year witnessed the he-
roic prisoners’ hunger strike in Califor-
nia, where at one point 30,000 inmates 
courageously refused prison food.

It has been well documented that the 
judicial system is racist, anti-poor and 
anti-worker. The jails are filled due to 
what can only be described as a policy of 
control and containment.

The same U.S. imperialist government 
that is rounding up, detaining and de-
porting workers created the conditions 
for their migration.

Whether it is trade agreements like 
the so-called North American Free Trade 
Agreement, which destroyed Mexico to 
benefit the multinational corporations, 
or earlier U.S.-sponsored wars in El Sal-
vador and Guatemala, stolen elections in 
Haiti and Honduras, or U.S. troops in So-
malia and the Philippines, it is the drive 
for profits of the U.S. ruling class that 
has created the conditions forcing the 
emigration of tens of millions of workers 
from their homelands.

The same ruling class that criminaliz-
es immigrants here — the impoverished 
campesino, the unemployed teacher and 
the persecuted labor activist — reaps 
huge profits from its economic hold over 
these workers’ home countries.

Which way forward?

Immigrant workers today are fight-
ing back like never before. Washington’s 
inability to make any progressive, real 
change for immigrants has resulted not in 
total demoralization but in growing anger 
among large sectors.

Those sectors who have pinned their 
hopes on the Democrats are walking away 
from these illusions. Huge numbers of 
workers are defiant and in motion. They 
are putting their hope exactly where it be-
longs: in the streets, in the struggle, de-
pending on people’s power for change.

This is an important lesson for our class.

When immigrant rights activists re-
cently protested Democratic Party offi-
cials in California, Rep. Nancy Pelosi said 
activists were giving “a gift to the Republi-
cans” by targeting her and her colleagues 
instead of Republican officials.

But if the Democrats were truly a party 
of the people, as they claim, they could ef-
fect change if they wanted. They could fili-
buster until the deportations stopped. They 
could cut funding to GEO. They could raise 
the minimum wage with one pen stroke to 
$15. They could even go out on strike un-
til the government truly represented the 
interests of the people and not Wall Street.

They could represent the people in the 
way President Nicolás Maduro does in 
Venezuela. They could say no to corporate 
lobby money if they truly wanted change.

But the Democrats, like the Republi-
cans, are tied to the very same system that 
is demanding the ouster of the cheap labor 
source they no longer need. That system is 
capitalism, and it is inherently and intrin-
sically at odds with the needs of the people.

Both parties in one way or another see 
no other route but to put a band-aid on the 
humanitarian crisis sweeping the working 
class. But the capitalist system is irrecon-
cilable with the needs of the working class, 

By Betsey Piette

It seems almost too good to be true. On 
April 15, Philadelphia District Attorney 
Seth Williams announced the creation of 
a new Conviction Review Unit to investi-
gate disputed homicide convictions that 
have legitimate claims of new evidence 
and where defendants have declared their 
innocence.

“The very legitimacy of the crimi-
nal-justice system comes when the pop-
ulace believes that those who … are tru-
ly innocent are set free,” said Williams. 
(phillynews.com, Apr. 17)

This certainly applies to the case of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal.

For more than three decades, inter-
nationally renowned political journalist 
Abu-Jamal has languished on death row 
and, more recently, in general popula-
tion in Pennsylvania prisons because the 
criminal injustice system has systemati-
cally maneuvered to deny him a fair trial 
or any semblance of justice.

In December 1981, Abu-Jamal, who 
was driving a taxi, happened upon an 
altercation between his brother, William 
Cook, and police officer Daniel Faulk-
ner. Faulkner, who had been shot, fired 
at Abu-Jamal as he approached. Cook’s 
companion, Kenneth Freeman, whom 
many suspect was the shooter of Faulk-
ner, ran from the scene.

Twenty-six pictures were taken at the 
scene by freelance photographer Pedro 
Polakoff before police arrived and while 
they were carrying out their “investiga-

tion.” The photos sup-
ported Abu-Jamal’s 
claim of innocence 
and provided clear evi-
dence that prosecutori-
al witnesses lied during 
Abu-Jamal’s trial, but 
they were never shown 
to the jury. The jury was 
never told that Free-
man’s driver’s license 
was found in Faulkner’s pocket.

The case was heard by Judge Albert 
Sabo, who sent more prisoners to death 
row than any other judge. Racism was evi-
dent throughout the trial, especially in the 
jury selection process. Former court ste-
nographer Terri Mauer-Carter later testi-
fied to hearing Sabo tell another person, 
“I’m going to help them fry the n——r.”

Denied the right to represent himself, 
Abu-Jamal was forced to accept the coun-
sel of public defender Anthony Jackson, 
who was subsequently disbarred. Prose-
cutor Joseph McGill’s erroneous instruc-
tions to the jury were later the basis for 
Abu-Jamal’s release from death row.

Abu-Jamal’s first level of appeal — a Post 
Conviction Release Act hearing in 1995 — 
was heard by the same Judge Sabo, who 
came out of retirement just for this case.

The ‘Mumia Exception’

Legal court rulings that had allowed 
other prisoners to be retried or released 
were reversed when the same legal ques-
tions were raised in Abu-Jamal’s case. 
Journalist Linn Washington Jr. coined 

the phrase “the Mumia 
Exception” to describe 
the practice repeatedly 
employed by state and 
federal courts to strip 
Abu-Jamal of the same 
legal relief provided to 
other inmates.

Federal courts con-
tinued this practice 
when in a split 2-1 de-

cision in 2008, the Third Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled against Abu-Jamal’s re-
quest for a new trial on the basis of racism 
in jury selection. In Batson v. Kentucky 
(1986), the Supreme Court had ruled that 
a prosecutor’s use of peremptory chal-
lenges could not be used to exclude jurors 
based solely on their race, yet the injus-
tice system did not apply this ruling to 
Abu-Jamal’s case. In a 41-page dissenting 
opinion, Judge Thomas Ambrose wrote, 
“The ruling goes against the grain of our 
prior actions.”

All along, the capitalist courts have 
maneuvered to deny justice for Abu-Ja-
mal. Evidence of 29 constitutional viola-
tions was brought to federal appeals court 
on Abu-Jamal’s behalf in 1999. In a 2001 
ruling that negated the death sentence 
but denied a new trial, Judge William H. 
Yohn only ruled on the sentencing phase 
of the trial, not on the evidence of judicial 
or prosecutorial misconduct in Abu-Ja-
mal’s original trials.

In April 2011, the Third Circuit Court 
of Appeals unanimously upheld Yohn’s 
decision and denied appeals requested by 

the district attorney’s office. In Decem-
ber 2011, District Attorney Seth Williams 
closed the door to further evidence of 
Abu-Jamal’s innocence being brought be-
fore a jury when his office declined to hold 
a new sentencing phase trial.

In addition to reopening Abu-Jamal’s 
case, Williams should be investigating 
the Fraternal Order of Police for evidence 
tampering, witness intimidation, and co-
ercion and extortion of politicians. One-
third of the 35 police officers responsible 
for gathering evidence and investigat-
ing Abu-Jamal’s case were subsequently 
jailed for extortion and evidence tamper-
ing in connection with other cases. Judge 
Sabo was a life member of the FOP.

Earlier this year, the FOP used its rac-
ist campaign against Abu-Jamal to block 
President Barack Obama’s nomination of 
Debo Adegbile to head the Civil Rights Di-
vision of the Department of Justice. The 
FOP cited Adegbile’s defense of Abu-Ja-
mal as grounds for his disqualification, 
while steamrolling over a defendant’s 
right to counsel.

Abu-Jamal noted, “What do you call 
a country where cops decide who will be 
judges, prosecutors and government offi-
cials? We call it a police state.” (prisonra-
dio.org, Mar. 6)

Seth Williams: Stand by your words! 
Investigate Mumia Abu-Jamal’s legiti-
mate claim of innocence. We challenge 
you and the political structure, from Phil-
adelphia to Pennsylvania and including 
the Obama administration, to finally do 
the right thing. 

Continued from page 1

All labor should support legalization!

Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!
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Gabriel García Márquez, left greeting Yasser 
Arafat, above chatting with Fidel Castro.

 Remembering two giants of world culture

Marchers demand president’s ouster

PHOTO: FRANZ ETIENNE

By Berta Joubert-Ceci

A great sadness was felt by the 
people of Puerto Rico, Mexico and 
Colombia, and millions of people 
around the world who love mu-
sic and literature, on April 17. That 
morning, Puerto Rican composer 
and singer Cheo Feliciano died in a 
tragic car accident. Hours later, Ga-
briel García Márquez (born March 
6, 1927), the world famous Colom-
bian writer based in Mexico, died. García 
Márquez’s unforgettable novel “One Hun-
dred Years of Solitude” won the Nobel 
Prize in Literature in 1982.

In a time in which capitalism, with its 
dead end crisis, imposes austerity pro-
grams that close schools and eliminate cul-
tural programs, it is important to reflect on 
these lives and their impact on people.

Who was José Luis Feliciano Vega?

Born to a poor family on July 3, 1935, 
in the city of Ponce, Cheo, as he was affec-
tionately known, was a successful singer 
of boleros and salsa. His song “Anacaona,” 
about the brave Taíno woman who fought 
against the Spanish invaders, starts with 
a first stanza, “Indian of a captive race,” 
that seems to portray the colonial condi-
tion of the island.

With a unique voice he also performed 
songs by other composers, making the 
bolero “My Beloved,” written by fellow 
Puerto Rican José Nogueras, another un-
doubted success. A great voice is a great 
gift, but when that talent is coupled with 
emotion, communication with one’s lis-
teners and genuine respect for those who 
work with you, it reaches greatness. Cheo 
was loved not only by his people but also 
in other Latin American countries.

This singer, who began and ended his 
shows by greeting the crowd with his 
now famous “¡familia!” was part of the 
“Fania All Stars,” the musical ensemble 
that grouped famous salsa musicians. 
He lived for a while in New York City, 
where he started in the now gone Palla-

dium Ballroom with Tito Rodríguez. Like 
so many other artists, he suffered from 
drug addiction but, realizing the damage 
it brought to his family, he overcame it 
through treatment. He had also recently 
recovered from cancer.

Since April 17, his Puerto Rican and 
Latin American people have been honor-
ing him. His music is heard in the social 
media, radio and television stations, in 
cars, in homes. Condolences were received 
from many countries; musician Rubén 
Blades traveled from Panama as soon as 
he heard of the death of his friend. The 
governor of Puerto Rico has decreed three 
days of mourning. Cheo’s body has been in 
a wake at the Roberto Clemente Coliseum 
in San Juan accompanied by the sound of 
his music performed by many well-known 
musicians. On April 21, his casket will be 
carried to Ponce for burial.

Gabo, leading exponent 
of ‘magical realism’

When later, on April 17, García 
Márquez’s death was announced, it 
was an added pain, even though his 
death was expected because of his 
health’s deterioration due to cancer.

Known familiarly as “Gabo,” he was, 
first and foremost, a journalist forged in 
the formidably complex situation of his 
country. In 1948, the place where he lived 
in Bogotá burned down during the begin-
ning of “La Violencia,” following the as-
sassination of presidential candidate and 
Liberal Party leader Jorge Eliécer Gaitán.

García Márquez’s novels, therefore, 
are deeply influenced by journalism. De-
fending journalism as a literary genre, he 
said that “a [journalistic] report is a story 
fully developed in reality.” After reading 
Franz Kafka’s “Metamorphosis,” he said 
that he learned the “method to tell some-
thing.” (Documentary “Gabriel García 
Márquez,” Telesur)

When the capitalist press praises Gabo 
these days, it makes no mention of the 
real Macondo that originated “One Hun-
dred Years of Solitude.” Macondo, a fic-
tional location, is based on Aracataca, 
the author’s birthplace, where the crimi-
nal United Fruit Company exploited and 
massacred Colombian workers. Nor do 
they speak of the deep friendship between 
him and Cuban revolutionary leader Fidel 
Castro, whom García Márquez said was 
his best editor.

García Márquez’s his-
torical novel, “The Gener-
al in His Labyrinth,” was 
praised by deceased Ven-
ezuelan President Hugo 
Chávez as an exhaustive 
study, with ample refer-
ence, of the last months of 
the life of Simón Bolívar.

Gabo’s writings were so 
popular in Colombia that 
“pirated” copies appeared 

quickly on the tables of street vendors. 
His last novel, “Memories of My Melan-
choly Whores,” published in 2004, tells of 
the love of an old man for a young wom-
an. The facts surrounding its publication 
are reminiscent of the magic realism in 
his other works. To prevent unofficial 
printing, Gabo hired a Spanish publish-
er famous for its security processes. An 
official from the publisher received from 
García Márquez a compact disc contain-
ing the text of the novel in a sealed enve-
lope. But before the book was officially 
launched, there was already a pirated ver-
sion selling on the streets. Knowing this, 
Gabo changed the ending of the novel be-
fore the official launching.

García Márquez, like Cheo Feliciano, 
was sustained and motivated by the popu-
lar culture. People worldwide who read and 
enjoyed his works are now reading them in 
public aloud, paying homage to their be-
loved Gabo. Having died in Mexico, it has 
been reported that after his cremation his 
ashes will be divided between that country 
and his native Colombia, where three days 
of mourning have been declared.

García Márquez and Feliciano, 
¡Presente! ¡Presente! ¡Presente!

and no band-aid will stop its exploitation.
The only way forward for the immi-

grant rights movement is to build class 
solidarity, to build people’s power every-
where. The movement for people’s power 
assemblies is the only way to win legaliza-
tion and end the deportations.

Workers of all nationalities are facing 
an unbridled economic crisis like no oth-
er. Every day more and more workers are 
unable to make ends meet. Every day low-
wage work is the main option for so many 
workers.

What if next May Day the growing low-
wage workers movement joined hand in 
hand with the immigrant rights movement, 
and they both joined with all the other pro-
gressive movements to wield the mightiest 
power workers have at this moment?

What if next May Day the workers and 
the oppressed marched in the spirit of 
the mighty strike of May Day 2006, when 
millions of low-wage workers without 
documents walked out and cost the cor-
porations billions of dollars in profits? 
What happened in 2006 must happen 
again in order for the workers movement 
to succeed.

Right now the weapon of choice for low-
wage workers in the U.S. and around the 
world must be to hold back our labor. The 
only solution is for low-wage workers to 
shut this system down. On to May Day!

Gutierrez is co-coordinator of the 
May 1 Coalition for Worker and Immi-
grant Rights.

By G. Dunkel

President Michel Martelly of Haiti was 
chosen by the United States and has been 
maintained in power by the United Na-
tions’ military occupation, which is called 
Minustah.

Thousands of people came out in Port-
au-Prince on April 15 to say that the time 
has come for Martelly to turn in the keys 
to his office and leave.

The day before, there were protests in 
front of the U.N.’s headquarters, and the 
day after, peasants on the Haitian island 
of Ile à Vache protested the government 
seizing their land for tourism.

Martelly admitted the first week of 
April that the Haitian state had run out of 
money. While his ministers claimed that 
it was spent creating jobs and providing 
food and shelter for the homeless, people 
in the streets told progressive journalists 
that they had not seen any signs of such 
programs. They suspect that most of the 
money went into politicians’ pockets. 
(Haïti-Liberté, April 16-22)

Thousands of Haitians leave the coun-
try every month, risking their lives at sea 
for the hope of a better future.

Cholera, introduced to Haiti by Mi-
nustah, is still raging. More than 8,500 
Haitians have died from it and over 
690,000 have been sickened. This is not 

just a human tragedy; it is also a huge eco-
nomic drain. Haiti has more cases of chol-
era than all of Africa, which has 100 times 
more people.

Over 300,000 people in Port-au-
Prince are still living in tents, a situation 
resulting from the earthquake four years 
ago, even though tens of billions of dol-
lars of aid were offered to Haiti following 
that catastrophe.

The protesters on April 15 tried to reach 

the ruins of the presidential palace — de-
stroyed by the earthquake — but were 
driven back by squads of anti-riot cops 
firing live ammunition into the air and 
clouds of teargas.

The Patriotic Movement of Democratic 
Opposition (MOPOD) and the Patriotic 
Force for the Respect of the Constitution 
(FOPARC) called the protest. Further 
demonstrations are scheduled for April 26 
and in May. 

 HAITI

Cheo Feliciano
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Student-athletes 
are workers, too

 editorial

The Northwestern University football 
players will exercise their right to vote 
on April 25 to form a union or not. This 
historic vote comes after the National 
Labor Relations Board ruled March 
28 that these players had the right to 
unionize, which includes collective 
bargaining rights.

These players, who formed the Col-
lege Athletes Players Association, had 
issued a complaint before the NLRB 
that their academics were suffering 
from 50-hour-a-week football practices.

Thousands of players in state-run 
colleges and in private colleges and 
universities like Northwestern receive 
no compensation for injuries they suffer 
during practices or games. College 
players are not paid a wage they can live 
on or benefits like health care. Some, es-
pecially football and basketball players, 
produce billions of dollars in revenue 
and profits for their schools.

The National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation and its top managers gain the 
most from this exploitation of student 
athletes. NCAA president Mark Emmert 
was paid nearly $2 million last year in 
salary and compensation. Emmert has 
taken a union-busting view.

Even before the April 25 vote, 
Emmert and the NCAA hierarchy are 
attempting to dilute this struggle for 
union rights for players. On April 15, 
the NCAA’s legislative council an-
nounced a proposal to remove meal 
and snacks restrictions for Division I 
athletes.

The proposal was, no doubt, prompt-
ed by the public revelation made by 
Shabazz Napier, the University of Con-
necticut basketball guard whose team 

won this year’s national championship, 
that he has gone to bed hungry. Napier’s 
statement exposed the fact that these 
athletes, who burn an extraordinary 
amount of calories, are malnourished.

The vote on this proposal is sched-
uled to take place by the NCAA Board 
of Directors on April 24, one day before 
the Northwestern vote. The NCAA un-
derstands the significance of the April 
25 union vote and is feeling the heat 
from below.

As Tyler Conway, a featured writer 
for Bleacher Report, stated, “There is no 
way unlimited meals can make up for 
the billions of dollars made off unpaid 
athletes, and it’s possible it will do little 
to calm the wave of litigation currently 
facing the NCAA.” (April 15)

The NCAA made over $921 million 
last year in revenue; 84 percent of 
that came from contracts with CBS 
and Turner networks for broadcasting 
three weeks of March Madness — the 
Division I men’s national tournament. 
(Indystar.com, March 27) This near-
ly $1 billion industry is rooted in the 
super-exploitation of student-athletes, a 
large majority being people of color and 
from poor and working-class back-
grounds.

If these athletes withheld their ability 
to perform with work stoppages or 
strikes similar to workers fighting for 
a $15 minimum wage around the U.S., 
they could force a corporate giant like 
the NCAA to the bargaining table. The 
question is not whether it will happen, 
but when.

These student-athletes deserve our 
political solidarity like all workers on 
May Day and every day. 

AFRICA

AFRICOM expands 
military operations
By Abayomi Azikiwe 
Editor, Pan-African News Wire

Reports indicate that the U.S. Africa 
Command (AFRICOM) is expanding its 
operations on the continent. A series of 
naval maneuvers and exercises are cur-
rently taking place in West Africa.

AFRICOM was formed in 2008 by 
the George W. Bush administration and 
has been expanded and enhanced under 
President Barack Obama. A series of navy 
operations known as Obangame Express 
is now in its fourth year with additional 
European, African and at least one South 
American state (Brazil) involved.

These operations are ostensibly de-
signed to strengthen the security capaci-
ty of African states in West Africa. Over 
the last several years there have been nu-
merous reports of “piracy” off the coast of 
West Africa, where extensive oil exports 
to the U.S. are endangered.

The official German news agency, DW, 
reported April 18 that “more than 30 war-
ships from 20 countries are engaged in 
major maneuvers along the West African 
coast. In addition to 11 West African na-
tions, France, Germany, Portugal, Spain 
and the Netherlands as well as Denmark, 
Turkey, Brazil and the United States have 
dispatched ships, making the training 
maneuver one of Africa’s largest.”

The article noted, “Of the non-African 
participants, Germany has dispatched 
the most vessels: one frigate, one corvette 
[small yacht] and two supply vessels with 
more than 400 military personnel” locat-
ed off Lagos, Nigeria.

Nigeria is the largest exporter of Afri-
can oil to the United States. Intelligence 
and military ties between Washington 
and Abuja, the capital, are growing while 
France and other European states work in 
partnership with the Pentagon.

Nigerian oil and internal security
Nigeria’s government is currently bat-

tling an underground military and reli-
gious group known as Boko Haram, which 
has carried out a series of brutal attacks in 
the north of Africa’s most populous coun-
try. Over the last five years since a military 
and police assault on Boko Haram, which 
killed its leader, the group has claimed re-
sponsibility and been blamed for the kid-
napping of civilians, the bombing of gov-
ernment buildings and churches.

During the week of April 14, a bus stop 
in Abuju was bombed, resulting in the 
deaths of more than 70 people. Later in 
the week, 129 school girls were kidnapped 
from a boarding school near the Sambisa 
forest in the north. Many remain unac-
counted for at the time of this writing.

The parents of the children, along with 
opposition politicians, are blaming the 
government for not developing an ade-
quate security apparatus to protect Nige-
rians from such attacks.

Immediately the regime of President 
Goodluck Jonathan blamed the Boko Ha-
ram group for the bomb attack and kid-
nappings. The U.S. has pledged to assist 
Nigeria in its counterinsurgency opera-
tions against Boko Haram.

Of the Obangame Express operations, 
even the German news agency reports 
that “it’s also no coincidence that the Gulf 
of Guinea is the site of the exercise and 
that Nigeria, one of Africa’s largest oil ex-
porters, is heavily involved.”

Ground troops build up in Horn of Africa
In Djibouti, the only known perma-

nent base of AFRICOM on the continent 
is undergoing a $750 million upgrade. 
There are currently thousands of Penta-
gon troops stationed at Camp Lemonnier 
in the Horn of Africa nation.

In neighboring Somalia and off its coast, 
U.S. imperialism, supported by the EU, is 
maintaining a 22,000 African Union Mis-
sion (AMISOM) inland. Offshore both U.S. 
and EU Naval Forces (EUFOR) have flotil-
las of warships in the Gulf of Aden under 
the guise of fighting “piracy.”

On the ground in Somalia, the Al-
Shabaab Islamic resistance movement 
has been battling the U.S. and EU-backed 
forces of AMISOM for five years. The 
movement is still capable of carrying out 
large-scale operations in the city.

According to April 16 Army Times, 
“Those threats in the region have helped 
transform the U.S. military’s Camp Lem-
onnier along the East African coast of Dji-
bouti from a ramshackle outpost of a few 
hundred troops a decade ago into a hub 
of operations for AFRICOM and home to 
several thousand U.S. troops.”

In South Sudan, where there has been in-
ternal conflict in the ruling Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement/Army party since 
Dec. 15, the White House has used the U.S. 
troop presence to try to dictate the terms of 
negotiations aimed at reaching an accord.

Uganda, another close ally of Washing-
ton, has several thousand troops deployed 
in South Sudan assisting the government in 
the capital of Juba in repressing and eradi-
cating the oppositional threat from follow-
ers of ousted Vice President Reik Machar.

Successive U.S. administrations had 
encouraged the partitioning of the Re-
public of Sudan, formerly Africa’s largest 
geographic nation-state. Nonetheless, the 
current fighting has brought the world’s 
newest nation to the brink of collapse.

The Obama administration is con-
cerned about South Sudan completely 
imploding politically, which would be a 
monumental failure in U.S. foreign policy 
toward Africa.

South Sudan is also a major producer 
of oil, and U.S. petroleum interests want 
to further exploit the natural resources of 
the country.

With these interests involved from the 
Gulf of Guinea to the Gulf of Aden, there 
will of course be additional deployments 
and aggressive military operations con-
ducted on the continent.

Opposing Washington’s militarist poli-
cies in Africa

Imperialist presence in Africa has 
brought not stability but only more inter-
nal strife and economic exploitation. In 
Mali, the Pentagon trained those in the 
military apparatus who then staged a coup 
against the government in March 2012, 
worsening a northern insurgency and 
bringing about the intervention of French 
troops, which remain in the country.

Although AFRICOM is running ram-
pant throughout the region in the after-
math of the support for surrogate forces in 
the Horn of Africa and the destabilization, 
blanket bombing and overthrow of the 
Libyan government in 2011, most people 
are not aware of the long-term dangers 
posed by the imperialist military forces.

Efforts to raise awareness must be 
multiplied throughout the U.S. in order 
to provide the necessary political educa-
tion needed to mount a struggle against 
imperialism in Africa and throughout the 
world. 

‘Reinstate Temple Prof. Monteiro’

 Philadelphia

Community activists and students 
marched through the North Philadel-
phia neighborhood surrounding Temple 
University on April 16 to demand the 
immediate reinstatement of Dr. Antho-
ny Monteiro as a professor with tenure 
in the Department of African Ameri-
can Studies. Protesters also demanded 
the firing of Dean Teresa Soufas for her 

racist political and retaliatory actions 
against Monteiro.

 At a concluding rally outside the uni-
versity’s administration building, stu-
dent organizer Sabrina Sample urged 
students to get involved: “To be silent 
means to be OK with gentrification in 
North Philadelphia.”

— Report by Betsey Piette

It’s May Day and Workers World is fo-
cusing on fighting to raise the minimum 
wage. Immigrant workers are among 
those cheated by low pay or no pay at all. 
One current struggle of the People’s Pow-
er Assemblies is fighting for a $15-an-
hour minimum wage for low-wage 
workers. Pushing people into poverty, 
with homelessness and starvation real 
possibilities, is an attack on immigrants 

and all workers in their fight for justice.
 If you appreciate WW articles on the 

battle for higher pay, it’s time to join the 
Workers World Supporter Program. You 
can become a member by contributing a 
lump sum of $75, $100, $300 or more. Or 
send a monthly donation starting with as 
little as $6, $10 or $25. Send your check 
made out to Workers World, 147 W. 24th 
St., 2nd Fl., New York, NY 10011. 

Build Workers World
 Make History

WW PHOTO: JOE PIETTE
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Un puño, un cerebro 
y el Primero de Mayo

MUNDO OBRERO
WORKERS WORLD

editorial

Si alguien o algo se te echa encima. 
¿Qué haces? ¡Empuñas tus manos!

Tienes cuatro dedos y un pulgar – si 
tienes suerte de no haber perdido uno 
en el trabajo. Cada uno de por sí es vul-
nerable; puede romperse. Pero apretados 
fuertemente, tu puño se convierte en un 
martillo— una herramienta o un arma.

El cerebro toma la decisión de cuando 
hacer un puño. Es una decisión consci-
ente, a menudo toma solo una fracción de 
segundos.

Cuando las/os trabajadores deciden 
que han recibido suficientes abusos por 
parte de sus patronos, organizan mítines, 
piquetean y marchan. Y para mostrar su 
determinación, levantan el puño. Está 
sucediendo ahora todo el tiempo, cuan-
do los multimillonarios tratan de volver 
a imponer condiciones y salarios misera-
bles que supuestamente superamos hace 
mucho tiempo. Las/os camioneros lo ha-
cen como también las enfermeras y las/os 
servidores de comida rápida.

¿Por qué el puño? Porque los cerebros 
colectivos de la clase obrera en todo el 
mundo – saben que el mayor enemigo 
de nuestra lucha por una vida mejor es 
el aislamiento. Tenemos que unirnos si 
vamos a lograr algo. Y los jefes, nuestros 
enemigos, contratan a los cerebros de los 
que sólo se preocupan por el dinero, para 
averiguar la manera de dividirnos.

Venimos de todas partes del mundo. 
Hablamos diferentes idiomas. Nuestra 
piel viene en una variedad de colores. 
Nos identificamos con diferentes géneros 
y experimentamos el amor de diferentes 
maneras. Algunas/os de nosotros ten-
emos una historia familiar de opresión 
más profunda a causa de la llamada 
"raza" o nacionalidad. Otros no han teni-
do que pasar por eso.

Pero todas/os tenemos que trabajar 
para un jefe, si queremos sobrevivir. Eso 
es lo que nos hace parte de la clase obrera 
— tengamos o no un empleo. No vivimos 
de la manera que los banqueros y jefes vi-
ven— por la explotación del trabajo ajeno.

Apretar el puño significa que todos 
lucharemos juntas/os. Nuestros cerebros 

se han dado cuenta y nuestros puños 
dicen a los jefes que sabemos de sus in-
tenciones de envenenarnos con insultos 
anti-inmigrantes, racismo, sexismo, in-
tolerancia anti-lgbt, falta de respeto para 
las personas con discapacidad y el resto 
de sus canalladas.

En EUA en este momento – al igual 
que en 1886 cuando la lucha que llevó al 
nacimiento del Primero de Mayo estalló 
en Chicago —el movimiento obrero está 
recibiendo su mayor energía de quienes 
son las/os más explotados y oprimidos. 
Una mirada a las/os trabajadores de 
bajos salarios dice quiénes son: mayor-
mente personas de color y mujeres, mu-
chas de ellas inmigrantes, cuyas opciones 
son con demasiada frecuencia un trabajo 
en McDonald’s o la cárcel. Los jóvenes de 
color también pueden morir por el balazo 
de un policía.

Las/os trabajadores que ganan más, 
ya sea porque pertenecen a un sindicato 
o tienen habilidades mejor pagadas, po-
drían ver una marcha de trabajadoras/
es que ganan menos del salario mínimo y 
pensar: "Me alegro que no sea yo".

Gran error. Porque estas luchas son de 
todos las/os trabajadores. Las/os traba-
jadores de Wisconsin reconocieron esto 
cuando ocuparon el Capitolio del Estado 
en el 2011. Ya fueran técnicas/os de labo-
ratorio, empleadas/os de oficina, maqui-
nistas o profesoras/es, entendieron que 
la legislación anti obrera socavaría las 
condiciones de todas/os. Y tenían razón.

El primer Primero de Mayo salió de la 
lucha por la jornada de ocho horas. Desde 
entonces, los millonarios se han convertido 
en multimillonarios, mil veces más ricos.

Pero todavía estamos luchando por la 
jornada de ocho horas – ¡más de 125 años 
después! ¿Cuántas/os de nosotros hoy en 
día tenemos que trabajar 60 y 70 horas a 
la semana, a menudo en varios trabajos a 
tiempo parcial, sólo para pagar las factu-
ras más urgentes?

Nos necesitamos unas/os a otros. Ten-
emos que unirnos y luchar por nuestros 
derechos. Estés donde estés, ¡Celebremos 
el Primero de Mayo! 

Lucha de infra asalariadas/os y el nuevo movimiento obrero

La Legalización

intereses, sino intereses antagónicos 
dependiendo del país en que viven o su 
posición social basado en dónde trabajen.

Los cambios en el capitalismo, mien-
tras empobrecen a secciones más amplias 
de la clase trabajadora mundial, especial-
mente en los EUA y Europa, han tendido 
a disminuir estas diferencias. Las creci-
entes crisis del capitalismo están empu-
jando a la clase trabajadora en una direc-
ción anti-capitalista y pro-socialista, y 
últimamente, revolucionaria.

En EUA, la idea de que el 99% necesita 
luchar contra el 1% — introducida por el 
movimiento Ocupar, aunque con defec-
tos en algunos aspectos — ha señalado 
el comienzo de un cambio radical en la 
consciencia de las masas que no se veía 
en este país desde la década de los 30. 
El problema con la ecuación 99% es que 
oculta el racismo, la opresión nacional, 
la súper-opresión de las mujeres, inmi-
grantes, personas con discapacidades, 

Continua a página 12

camas de detención. ¡Este dinero debería 
ser utilizado para las necesidades del 
pueblo, no para encarcelamiento!

Personas atrapadas en el sistema de 
justicia por algo tan menor como luces 
traseras rotas, son detenidas indefinida-
mente sin derecho a fianza obligatoria si 
no pueden presentar documentación.

Condiciones brutales de detención oc-
asionaron recientes huelgas de hambre 
en el estado de Washington y en Texas. 
El hacinamiento era un reclamo impor-
tante: 48 presos en un bloque de celdas 
con sólo dos inodoros.

Esas condiciones horribles se encuen-
tran en todo el sistema penitenciario es-
tadounidense. Con sólo el 5 por ciento de 
la población mundial, EUA tiene el 25 por 
ciento de la población mundial de prisión. 
Más de 80 mil personas ahora pasan por 
lo menos 23 horas al día en celdas de 
aislamiento.

No es extraño que el año pasado hubi-
era una huelga de hambre por heroicos 
prisioneros en California, donde en un 
momento 30.000 reclusos valientemente 
se negaron a ingerir comida de la prisión.

Ha sido bien documentado que el sistema 
judicial es racista, anti pobres y anti pueblo 
trabajador. Las cárceles se llenan a través 
de una política de control y contención.

El mismo gobierno imperialista de 
EUA que está acorralando, deteniendo 
y deportando trabajadoras/es, creó las 
condiciones para su migración.

Ya se trate de acuerdos comerciales 
como el TLCAN, que destruyó a México 
para beneficiar a las corporaciones mul-
tinacionales, o las pasadas guerras patro-
cinadas por EUA en El Salvador y Gua-
temala, las elecciones robadas en Haití y 
Honduras, o las tropas de EUA en Somalia 
y Filipinas, es la voracidad por ganancias 
de la clase dominante de EUA que ha ob-
ligado a decenas de millones de trabajado-
ras/es a abandonar sus países de origen.

La misma clase dominante que crim-
inaliza a las/os inmigrantes aquí, cose-
cha enormes ganancias por su control 
económico sobre los países de origen de 
estas/os trabajadores.

¿Qué camino seguir?

Las/os trabajadores inmigrantes hoy 
están luchando como nunca antes. La in-
capacidad de Washington para hacer cual-
quier cambio progresivo para las/os inmi-
grantes ha provocado una ira creciente.

Quienes han puesto sus esperanzas en 
los demócratas, están desilusionados. Un 

gran número de trabajadoras/es están 
desafiantes y en movimiento. Están po-
niendo su esperanza de cambio exacta-
mente donde debe estar: en las calles, en 
la lucha por el poder popular.

Cuando las/os activistas pro derechos 
de las/os inmigrantes recientemente 
protestaron contra funcionarios del Par-
tido Demócrata en California, la repre-
sentante Nancy Pelosi, dijo que le estaban 
dando “un regalo a los republicanos” al 
protestar contra ella y sus colegas.

Pero los demócratas podrían lograr un 
cambio si quisieran. Podrían usar tácti-
cas dilatorias hasta que se detuvieran las 
deportaciones. Podrían cortar el finan-
ciamiento de GEO. Podrían aumentar el 
salario mínimo a $15. Incluso podrían 
irse a la huelga.

Podrían representar al pueblo como 
el presidente Nicolás Maduro lo hace en 
Venezuela.

Pero ambos partidos están vincula-
dos al sistema que quiere expulsar a una 
mano de obra barata que ya no necesita. 
Ese sistema es el capitalismo y está in-
trínsecamente en conflicto con las necesi-
dades del pueblo.

El único camino a seguir para el movi-
miento pro derechos de las/os inmigrantes 
es construyendo la solidaridad de clase. El 
movimiento de asambleas del poder pop-
ular es la única manera de ganar la legal-
ización y poner fin a las deportaciones.

Las/os trabajadores de todas las na-
cionalidades se enfrentan a una crisis 
económica sin precedente. Cada día son 
más las/os trabajadores que no pueden 
subsistir. Para muchas/os, los salarios 
bajos es la única opción.

¿Qué pasaría, si en el Primero de Mayo 
el próximo año, el creciente movimiento 
de las/os trabajadores de bajos salarios 
se uniera al movimiento por los derechos 
de inmigrantes y otros movimientos 
progresistas?

¿Y si el próximo Primero de Mayo, tra-
bajadoras/es y oprimidas/os se manifes-
taran en el espíritu de la poderosa huel-
ga del Primero de Mayo de 2006 cuando 
millones de trabajadoras/es indocumen-
tados de bajos salarios boicotearon, co-
stando a las corporaciones miles de mil-
lones de dólares?

Lo que ocurrió en 2006 debe volver a 
ocurrir. El arma de elección para las/os 
trabajadores de bajos ingresos debe ser 
detener nuestro trabajo. La única solu-
ción es que las/os trabajadores de bajos 
salarios paren este sistema. ¡Adelante, 
Primero de Mayo!  

Continua de página 12

jóvenes y la opresión experimentada por 
personas lgbt.

El concepto de 99% vs 1%, aunque im-
perfecto, es un llamado a la unidad de 
toda la clase contra el capitalismo en un 
país donde la ideología capitalista siem-
pre se había declarado ganadora indis-
cutida y eterna en la lucha mundial entre 
el capitalismo y el socialismo.

Importancia de la solidaridad clasista

Una solidaridad de toda la clase signifi-
ca que el movimiento obrero organizado, 
no solo el liderazgo, sino las/os miembros 
de base del sindicato deben hacer mucho 
más para ayudar a las/os trabajadores de 
bajos salarios a organizarse.

La mejor manera para los sindicatos 
defenderse de los ataques en su contra, 
de la eliminación de sus beneficios de sa-
lud, pensiones y todos los beneficios ga-
nados por la clase trabajadora, es no ver 
sus luchas defensivas como separadas y 
aparte de la lucha de las/os trabajadores 

de comida rápida, de tienda, domésticas, 
jornaleros, taxistas, o trabajadoras/es de 
bajos ingresos por todas partes que están 
luchando para organizarse, sino más bien 
considerar sus luchas sindicales defensiv-
as y la nueva lucha de las/os trabajadores 
de bajos salarios, como interdependientes.

Por ejemplo, las/os tres millones de 
miembros de América Trabaja de la AFL-
CIO son llamados casi exclusivamente a 
votar o participar en la campaña elector-
al del Partido Demócrata. Imagínese si se 
movilizara sólo uno de cada 10 miembros 
para ayudar a las/os trabajadores de bajos 
salarios en sus campañas para organi-
zarse.

Eso significaría más de 300.000 ac-
tivistas piqueteando y participando en 
protestas en McDonald's y en muchos 
otros lugares de trabajo en todo el país 
donde las/os trabajadores de bajos salari-
os se están organizando.

Dado el conservadurismo del liderazgo 
sindical actual esto no va a suceder pronto.

Entretanto, activistas y militantes pro-
gresistas y revolucionarias/os deben hac-
er lo posible para organizar solidaridad 
con las/os trabajadores de bajos salarios.

Cada vez que hay un acto consciente 
de solidaridad con estas/os trabajadores, 
una marcha por el derecho a un salario 
mínimo de $15/hora y un sindicato, se 
hace una gran diferencia.

Forjando un polo revolucionario

Ya se les llame moderadas, conser-
vadoras, atadas al Partido Demócrata 
o sindicalismo de negocio, las fuerzas 
políticas que tienen influencia sobre el 
movimiento sindical en este momen-
to desempeñan un papel contradictorio 
en el movimiento obrero. Trabajan por 
los derechos de las/os trabajadores que 
representan, pero su orientación política 
traiciona y des empodera a esas/os mis-
mos trabajadores.

Más crucial es que, aunque lastime a 
Continua a página 11
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Milicias marchan en defensa 
de la Revolución Bolivariana
Por Berta Joubert-Ceci

“Cada 11 tiene su 13”. Bajo este lema 
se celebró el Día de la Dignidad Nacion-
al y Día de la Milicia Bolivariana el pas-
ado domingo, 13 de abril en Venezuela. 
El lema se refiere al golpe de estado que 
la oligarquía con asistencia de los EUA, 
llevó a cabo para remover al presidente 
Hugo Chávez el 11 de abril del 2002, pero 
que el pueblo junto a los miembros fieles 
a Chávez dentro de las Fuerzas Armadas, 
revirtió horas más tarde, el 13 de abril. 
Esta unión de las FFAA con el pueblo, 
la unión cívico-militar, es lo que se con-
memora este día. Este año, sin embargo, 
esta celebración anual tiene un significa-
do más profundo pues el gobierno está 
enfrentando otro golpe, esta vez uno 
“suave”, continuo, por los mismos ele-
mentos del 2002. Hasta la fecha las fuer-
zas bolivarianas están prevaleciendo.

Fue una manifestación monumental. 
Miles de personas que componen las 
milicias bolivarianas, jóvenes, personas 
mayores, campesinas/os, obreras/os, 
marcharon llenando amplias avenidas de 
Caracas y terminando frente al Palacio 
de Miraflores desde donde el presidente 
Maduro habló.

¿Qué son las milicias bolivarianas?

La Milicia Nacional Bolivariana de Ven-
ezuela es un cuerpo armado de defensas 
civiles que complementa a la Fuerza Ar-
mada Nacional Bolivariana. Es de carácter 
voluntario y existe a través de todo el país, 

compuesta de ciudadanas/os venezolanos 
desde los 17 años en adelante que no es-
tén en el servicio militar activo. Recibe in-
strucción y entrenamiento militar.

Es el pueblo armado en defensa de la 
Revolución y la parte civil de la llamada 
“unidad cívico-militar”. En el 2013, el 
presidente Nicolás Maduro llamó a re-
forzar esta unión creando las Milicias 
Obreras, parte de la Milicia Nacional dic-
iendo “La clase obrera será cada vez más 
respetada. Será aún más respetada si las 
milicias obreras tienen 300 mil, 500 mil, 
uno o dos millones de obreros y obreras 
uniformados, armados preparados para 
la defensa de la Patria”. (VTV, mayo 2013)

Durante su discurso este 13 de abril, 
el presidente Maduro ascendió al grado 
de Primer Teniente a trabajadoras/es del 
sector universitario, de servicio público, 
del sector salud, eléctrico, campesino, de 
la construcción, ferroviario y petrolero.

Su papel es crucial, sobre todo ahora 
que se gesta ese golpe continuado dirigido 
por la ultra derecha fascista representada 
principalmente por Leopoldo López, del 
derechista partido Voluntad Popular qui-
en se encuentra ahora encarcelado por su 
papel dirigente en la violencia golpista, y 
María Corina Machado del también dere-
chista Súmate, a quien se le removió de su 
puesto de diputada al aceptar un puesto 
oficial del gobierno de Panamá con la in-
tención de atacar a Venezuela en la OEA.

Naturaleza criminal de las “guarimbas”
Este golpe con sus “guarimbas” (blo-

queos de calles) que comenzó el pasado 

12 de febrero registrándose 18.000 actos 
violentos, ya ha causado la muerte de 
cerca de 40 personas, la mayoría afines 
al proceso revolucionario, incluyendo 
nueve guardias nacionales. Mientras 
en la prensa derechista internacional se 
presenta como unas protestas “pacíficas” 
por estudiantes, estos actos han incluido 
por ejemplo, la quema total de la Univer-
sidad Nacional de las Fuerzas Armadas, 
de un centro preescolar donde milagro-
samente se logró la evacuación de los 
niños antes de que fueran quemados vi-
vos, y de un camión de alimentos.

Personas han sido degolladas mientras 
pasaban en sus motos por los tendidos de 
alambres de púas. Francotiradores han 
asesinado a hombres y mujeres que tra-
taban de remover los árboles, basura, y 
otros objetos con los que construyen las 
guarimbas. Los guarimberos completa-
mente obstruyen el paso a todo vehículo 
y las personas solo pueden pasar a pie.

Aunque ya son pocos los focos de vio-
lencia, solo en los barrios ricos, no dejan 
de ser más terroristas. Para terminar con 
esta violencia el gobierno ha venido lan-
zando una campaña extensiva de pacifi-
cación que incluye conferencias de paz y 
diálogos con la oposición.

Dos visiones de país enfrentadas  
en debate

El pasado jueves, 10 de abril se cele-
bró uno de estos esfuerzos, el diálogo 
de paz con la oposición. Era la primera 
vez que la oposición política se reunía 
con el gobierno en Miraflores. Anterior-

mente se había dado una conferencia 
con el sector económico y con alcaldes y 
gobernadores.

Apoyada por cancilleres de la UNA-
SUR y un representante del Vaticano, la 
reunión del jueves fue más bien un de-
bate, una confrontación, donde se mostró 
la visión de la derecha representada por 
la MUD, Mesa de la Unidad Democráti-
ca, frente a la visión pro socialista plant-
eada por el gobierno. A este debate no 
acudieron las fuerzas de ultraderecha 
y fascistas que instigan las guarimbas, 
dejando ver en claro la intensa división 
dentro de las fuerzas derechistas.

Presentes estaban miembros de la 
MUD, miembros del gobierno, del Polo 
Patriótico, de la Conferencia de Paz, del 
PCV y del Movimiento Revolucionario 
Tupamaros, entre otros.

El propósito de este largo debate (ter-
minando a las 2 de la madrugada) en 
palabras finales del presidente Maduro, 
fue el inicio del intento por establecer un 
diálogo constructivo para trabajar por 
los problemas fundamentales del país, y 
consolidar una visión de coexistencia y 
de tolerancia, en paz para toda Venezue-
la. Anteriormente ya se había anunciado 
que no sería una negociación para hacer 
pactos con la derecha.

El futuro de Venezuela sin embargo, la 
profundización de la Revolución hacia el 
camino del socialismo, dependerá prin-
cipalmente en el balance de fuerzas que 
inclinen la balanza hacia el pueblo mov-
ilizado para defender y hacer avanzar la 
revolución.  

Tras acuerdo de Ginebra, resistencia ucraniana          se mantiene firme
Fred Goldstein

18 de abril - Al escribir estas líneas, 
las masas en el sureste de Ucrania han 
rechazado la maniobra del imperialismo 
estadounidense y europeo en las nego-
ciaciones de Ginebra de "reconciliación" 
para desarmar y dispersar la resistencia 
anti-occidental allí.

Está claro que Washington no tenía 
ninguna intención de llegar a un compro-
miso, sin embargo intensificó la crisis, 
incluso mientras se llevaban a cabo las 
negociaciones.

El acuerdo especificaba que "los ed-
ificios incautados ilegalmente" debían 
quedar libres y los "grupos armados ile-
galmente" debían desarmarse. El régi-
men títere de Kiev no ha tomado ningu-
na medida para desalojar a los fascistas 
acampados en la plaza Maidan  ni los han 
obligado  a entregar sus armas.

No importa lo que pase  en el campo 
de batalla o lo que cada lado interprete 
debido al ambiguo lenguaje del acuerdo, 
lo que está claro es que amenaza con so-
cavar la resistencia popular.

Según el Wall Street Journal del 18 de 
abril: "El Ministerio de Asuntos Exteri-
ores de Rusia ... afirmó que el llamado del 
Acuerdo de Ginebra a  los manifestantes 
para que abandonen las armas y los edi-
ficios ocupados, debería aplicarse prim-
ero a los de Kiev, "que participaron en el 
golpe de Estado de febrero' ".

Si esto es lo que pretendía el Gobierno 
ruso, entonces Moscú debía habérselo di-
cho al  mundo absolutamente claro desde 
el principio, ya sea en el texto del acuerdo 
o en la rueda de prensa posterior al acu-

erdo. Moscú podría haber señalado que 
mediante la firma del acuerdo no estaban  
equiparando al régimen golpista con los 
resistentes en el Este, como decía el texto 
del acuerdo. Esto hubiera evitado dejar 
en manos de los combatientes de la resis-
tencia, que no fueron consultados, lidiar 
con la interpretación.

 Afortunadamente, los movimien-
tos de resistencia en el Este de Ucrania 
han manifestado su determinación de 
no moverse hasta que los fascistas estén 
desarmados y dimita el régimen golpis-
ta ilegal. Pero ahora, los imperialistas 
tienen un argumento que pueden utilizar 
contra el movimiento.

Sin embargo, después del acuerdo, los 
activistas de la resistencia en la ciudad de 
Seversk en la región de Donetsk ocuparon 
los edificios de la administración y de la 
policía, y ganaron la cooperación de las 
autoridades policiales y del gobierno local.

Las fuerzas de la Resistencia en Lu-
hansk anunciaron que estaban redactan-
do los documentos legales para obtener  
el reconocimiento de la milicia popular, 
que no es oficial, como una formación 
paramilitar legal -- el "Ejército Popular 
de Donbass", región de minas de carbón.  
El coordinador local dijo: "Somos gente 
pacífica", pero los manifestantes "necesi-
tan llevar armas para ser escuchados." 
(RIA Novosti, 18 de abril)

La República Popular de Donetsk exige 
que el régimen golpista dimita

Denis Pushilin, jefe de la República 
Popular de Donetsk, dio la interpretación 
jurídica correcta de la declaración a la 
BBC World News, el 18 de abril: "El acu-

erdo especifica que los edificios ocupados 
ilegalmente deberán desocuparse. Bajo 
esos términos, el gobierno ilegal en Kiev 
debe, en primer lugar, desalojar el Parla-
mento y dimitir. No vamos a desalojar o 
a desarmarnos antes de que eso ocurra".

Antes de que se firmara el acuerdo de 
Ginebra, las gentes del Este de Ucrania 
habían resistido heroicamente, apelan-
do directamente a los soldados. Rápida-
mente convencieron a dos columnas blin-
dadas de las tropas de Kiev a cambiar de 
bando, transformando así la relación de 
fuerzas a su favor y en contra de Kiev y el 
imperialismo.

El pasado 22 de febrero, grupos de cho-
que fascistas del Partido de la Patria, del 
Partido Svoboda y del Sector de Derecha 
derrocaron violentamente al gobierno 
legalmente elegido del presidente Viktor 
Yanukovich y pusieron en el poder al rég-
imen golpista. Washington apoyó el golpe 
de Estado en Kiev con el fin de arrastrar 
a Ucrania al campo del imperialismo oc-
cidental.

Sin haber consultado al pueblo, el rég-
imen golpista ya ha arrastrado a Ucrania 
a la Unión Europea y firmado acuerdos 
draconianos con el Fondo Monetario In-
ternacional que imponen austeridad al 
pueblo de Ucrania –incluyendo  recortes 
en los subsidios del gas y de los servicios 
sociales, reducción de salarios, despidos 
y privatización.

Occidente aún llama “gobierno 
democrático” al régimen no electo de 
Kiev, que tiene fascistas en los puestos 
clave de la policía y del ejército. Este 
régimen realizó sus maniobras políticas 
y económicas con los banqueros y los 

grandes líderes empresariales de la UE y 
del FMI a escondidas.

Washington saboteó las negociaciones 
de Ginebra desde el principio

Mientras hablaba de "reducir la ten-
sión", Washington aprovechó la reunión 
de Ginebra para agudizar el conflicto con 
Rusia y los combatientes de la resisten-
cia. Cuando las conversaciones estaban 
a punto de empezar, la OTAN amenazó 
con enviar más fuerzas navales al Mar 
Báltico y al Mediterráneo y vuelos adicio-
nales a través de los Estados del Báltico, 
además de enviar más tropas al frente 
oriental, cerca de la frontera rusa.

El secretario de estado de EUA John 
Kerry,  tras las conversaciones de Gine-
bra y en declaraciones ante la prensa 
internacional, se atrevió a utilizar un 
volante falso — muy posiblemente hecho 
por la CIA — para calumniar al movi-
miento de resistencia e invocar recuerdos 
de la ocupación nazi durante la Segun-
da Guerra Mundial. Kerry sabía que el 
líder de la República Popular de Donetsk 
había negado categóricamente tener algo 
que ver con la producción del documento 
derechista que ordenaba al pueblo judío 
registrarse. Los líderes judíos en Ucrania 
asimismo dijeron  que la carta era falsa.

El presidente Barack Obama afirmó 
entonces que no creía en el acuerdo y 
amenazó a Rusia con sanciones económi-
cas aún más duras.

Así que Washington saboteó una re-
unión de "reconciliación", antes, durante 
y después de que terminara.

Al 18 de abril, el imperialismo es-
tadounidense y su desventurado régimen 



	 workers.org	 May 1, 2014	 Page 11

En recuerdo de dos gigantes 
de la cultura  
universal
Por Berta Joubert-Ceci

El pasado jueves 17 de abril, una enorme 
tristeza llenó a los pueblos de Puerto Rico, 
de Colombia y México, y a millones de 
personas alrededor del mundo amantes 
de la música y de la literatura. Esa madru-
gada murió Cheo Feliciano, compositor y 
cantante puertorriqueño en un trágico ac-
cidente automovilístico. Horas más tarde, 
fallecería el escritor colombiano radicado 
en México, Gabriel García Márquez, autor 
de la inolvidable novela Cien años de sole-
dad, por la cual ganaría el Premio Nobel 
de Literatura del año 1982.

En un tiempo donde el capitalismo con 
su crisis impone programas de austeri-
dad con el cual cierran escuelas y elimi-
nan programas de cultura, es importante 
reflexionar sobre estas vidas y su impacto 
en los pueblos.

¿Quién era José Luis Feliciano Vega?
Nacido de una familia pobre el 3 de ju-

lio de 1935 en la ciudad de Ponce, Cheo, 
como le decían cariñosamente, fue un 
exitoso exponente de boleros y salsa. Su 
canción Anacaona, sobre la valiente india 
taína que luchó contra los invasores es-
pañoles, cuya primera estrofa “india de 
raza cautiva” parece retratar la condición 
colonial en la que la isla borinqueña aún 
se encuentra.

Con voz única también interpretó can-
ciones de otros compositores, siendo el 
bolero “Amada mía” otro éxito indudable, 
escrito por el también puertorriqueño 

José Nogueras. Una gran voz es un gran 
don, pero cuando a ese talento se suma 
la emoción, la comunicación con quienes 
le escuchan, el respeto genuino a quienes 
laboran junto a él, se hace genial. Era muy 
querido no solo por su pueblo, sino tam-
bién en otros países latinoamericanos.

Ese cantante que comenzaba y ter-
minaba sus espectáculos saludando al 
público con su ya famosa ¡”familia”!, fue 
parte de la “Fania All Stars” que agrupa-
ba salseros famosos. Vivió un tiempo en 
la ciudad de Nueva York donde se inició 
en el ya desaparecido Palladium junto a 
Tito Rodríguez. Sufrió, como tantos otros 
artistas, de adicción a drogas, sin embar-
go, por saber que afectaba a su familia, se 
sometió a tratamiento, logrando vencer la 
adicción exitosamente. También se había 
recuperado de cáncer muy recientemente.

Desde el jueves 17, su pueblo puertor-
riqueño y latinoamericano le ha estado 
rindiendo honores. Su música se escucha 
por las redes sociales, en estaciones de 
radio y televisión, en los autos, en los ho-
gares. Se recibieron mensajes de duelo de 
muchos países; Rubén Blades viajó desde 
Panamá tan pronto supo del deceso de su 
amigo. El gobernador de P.R. ha decretado 
tres días de duelo y su cuerpo ha sido ve-

lado al son de su música interpretada por 
muchos músicos conocidos/as en el Colis-
eo Roberto Clemente hasta el lunes cuando 
será llevado a Ponce para ser enterrado.

Gabo, máximo exponente 
del ‘realismo mágico’

Cuando más tarde ese jueves 17 se 
anuncia la muerte de García Márquez, 
fue como un dolor añadido, aunque ya se 
anticipaba su muerte por el quebranto de 
salud a consecuencia de un cáncer.

Conocido por sus allegados como 
“Gabo”, fue, antes que novelista, un for-
midable periodista forjado por las com-
plejas situaciones de su país. En 1948, el 
sitio donde vivía en Bogotá, se quemó du-
rante el inicio de “La Violencia”, a raíz del 
asesinato de Jorge Eliecer Gaitán.

Su novelística por tanto, está profun-
damente influenciada por el periodis-
mo. Como decía él mismo, defendiendo 
el periodismo como un género literario, 
“un reportaje es un cuento totalmente 
elaborado en la realidad”. Comenta igual-
mente que luego de leer la Metamorfosis 
de Franz Kafka aprendió el “método para 
contar una cosa”. (documental “Gabriel 
García Márquez” Telesur)

Cuando estos días la prensa capitalista 
elogia al Gabo, no hace mención del Ma-
condo real que originó el relato de Cien 
años de soledad. Macondo, nombre ficti-
cio, está basado en Aracataca, donde na-
ció el autor el 6 de marzo de 1927, donde 
la criminal United Fruits explotaba y ma-
sacró la mano de obra colombiana. Tam-
poco hablan de la profunda amistad que 
le unía a Fidel Castro, de quien García 
Márquez decía que era su mejor editor.

Su novela histórica “El coronel en su 
laberinto” era elogiada por el fenecido 
Hugo Chávez como un estudio con refer-

encia exhaustiva sobre los últimos meses 
de vida de Simón Bolívar.

Sus escritos eran tan populares en Co-
lombia que rápidamente aparecían copias 
“piratas” en las mesas de vendedores am-
bulantes. Su última novela publicada en 
el 2004, “Memorias de mis putas tristes” 
relata la historia del amor de un anciano 
hacia una joven mujer. Los hechos que 
rodean su publicación hacen recordar el 
realismo mágico de sus obras. Para pre-
venir su impresión extra oficial, Gabo 
contrató una editorial española famosa 
por sus procesos de seguridad. Un fun-
cionario de la editorial recibió de manos 
de García Márquez un CD en sobre sella-
do con el texto de la novela. Cuál no sería 
la sorpresa al saber que antes de que se 
circularan los libros, ya estaba en la calle 
una versión más rústica. Al saberlo, Gabo 
cambió el final de la novela antes de que 
fuera lanzada la publicación oficial.

García Márquez, al igual que Cheo Fe-
liciano, se motivaba y sostenía con la cul-
tura popular. Ese pueblo a nivel mundial 
que lo leyó y disfrutó y que como home-
naje póstumo lee en público, en alta voz, 
sus novelas. Como murió en México, se ha 
reportado que luego de su cremación, sus 
cenizas se repartirán entre ese país y su 
oriunda Colombia, donde se ha declarado 
un duelo de tres días.

García Márquez y Feliciano,  
¡Presente! ¡Presente! ¡Presente!

Tras acuerdo de Ginebra, resistencia ucraniana          se mantiene firme
títere de Kiev mantienen una posición 
muy desfavorable. Kiev está económica-
mente en quiebra y tiene que pagar miles 
de millones de dólares en deuda en los 
próximos años.  Tras haber sido instal-
ado mediante un golpe de estado perpe-
trado por  antisemitas admiradores de 
Hitler y de Stepan Bandera, colaborador 
ucraniano de los nazis durante la 2da 
Guerra Mundial, el régimen es política-
mente débil y, hasta ahora, militarmente 
impotente para suprimir la resistencia.

Imperialismo EE.UU.,  
potencia aventurera

Al crear esta aventura, los febriles  es-
trategas de Washington parecen haber 
pasado por alto el factor más importante 
en la lucha por Ucrania: su pueblo. El 
pueblo ucraniano, que recuerda la lucha 
contra Hitler y los nazis y la muerte y el 
sufrimiento de esta época, odia a los fas-
cistas que defienden el régimen de Kiev.

En la parte oriental de Ucrania hay una 
fuerte influencia de la cultura de la clase 
obrera soviética. Las estatuas de Lenin es-
tán en todas partes, y las organizaciones 
progresistas las defienden con sus vidas.

Wall Street confiaba en fuertes san-
ciones contra las empresas rusas para 
socavar a Putin y volver en su contra, a 
la clase dirigente de la Rusia capitalista. 
Pero sanciones fuertes requieren la co-
operación del capital financiero europeo, 
que debe renunciar a los enormes ben-
eficios de sus inversiones y del comercio 
con Rusia así como al acceso a un tercio 
del gas natural que Europa utiliza, todo 
por el bien de la guerra de Washington 
contra Rusia.

Impulsado por el crecimiento mon-
umental y continuo de sus fuerzas pro-
ductivas, el aventurero capitalismo 
estadounidense  debe buscar siempre 
nuevas salidas para sus exportaciones, 
sus inversiones; debe buscar nuevas es-
feras para su explotación y nuevos re-
cursos o será consumido por las crisis 
económicas.

Cuanto más se deteriora la situación de 
la clase dominante,  más peligroso y pro-
penso a la aventura se hace EE.UU.

A Wall Street nada le gustaría más que 
tragarse a Ucrania para debilitar a Rusia 
y reducirla a un mero estado vasallo. Si 
el imperialismo estadounidense es capaz 
de dominar Ucrania y amenazar a Rusia, 
fortalecería la maquinaria de Wall Street 
y del Pentágono. Traería más riqueza a 
la clase dirigente de EUA, la cual usaría 
para amenazar al mundo e imponer su 
voluntad sobre la clase obrera aquí.

Todas/os los verdaderos antiimperi-
alistas deben encontrar la manera de 
mantener su independencia política rev-
olucionaria, estar en la lucha de clases 
y unirse a las masas ucranianas para 
ayudarlas a expulsar al imperialismo es-
tadounidense y a sus socios menores en 
Europa.

Fred Goldstein es 
el autor de “Low-
Wage Capitalism” 
y “El capitalismo 
en un callejón sin 
salida”. Véase el sitio 
Web y el blog low-
wagecapitalism.com, 
donde los libros están 
disponibles.

Gabriel García Márquez

las/os trabajadores a quienes han jurado 
representar, estas fuerzas moderadoras 
están comprometidas a asegurar que los 
sindicatos y la clase trabajadora se man-
tengan atados a los dos partidos capital-
istas, en particular al Partido Demócrata.

Estas fuerzas creen que restringir el 
radicalismo, la militancia y la consciencia 
anti-capitalista de la clase trabajadora es 
una parte esencial de su trabajo, algo que 
les va a ser cada vez más difícil conseguir.

La mayor parte de las nuevas organi-
zaciones que representan los intereses de 
las/os trabajadores — incluyendo los cen-
tros de trabajadores y varias campañas de 
organizar trabajadores de bajos salarios 
— no pueden ser verdaderamente inde-
pendientes de las limitaciones ideológicas 
de la dirigencia sindical actual porque es-
tas organizaciones dependen de los mis-
mos líderes para su financiamiento.

El problema no es que los sindicatos es-
tén financiando las nuevas organizaciones 
obreras. El problema es que los recursos 

vienen con las condiciones políticas re-
strictivas de las fuerzas moderadoras.

Estas limitaciones políticas sólo pueden 
ser reducidas con el crecimiento de la 
consciencia de clase revolucionaria y la 
ideología anticapitalista de la clase traba-
jadora, hecha definitivamente más poder-
osa con un polo revolucionario consciente 
e independiente en el movimiento de la 
clase trabajadora. Este polo existió una 
vez, hasta que las/os militantes socialistas 
y comunistas revolucionarios fueron ex-
pulsados del movimiento sindical durante 
la caza de brujas, obligados a ajustarse a 
las normas o a encubrir su política.

Al crecer la confianza y la militancia 
entre las/os trabajadores de bajos in-
gresos y se vuelva contagiosa, la base 
material para un polo revolucionario in-
dependiente se reforzará. ¿Tienen las/os 
revolucionarios la voluntad para hacer 
frente a las fuerzas moderadas y ayudar 
a forjar este polo?

Larry Holmes es primer secretario 
del Partido Mundo Obrero.

Lucha de infra asalariadas/os
Continua de página 9

La tesis de este libro es que la crisis económica, que se inició en agosto de 2007, marcó 
un punto de inflexión en la historia del capitalismo. El autor sostiene que el sistema no se 
recuperará, no volverá al ciclo capitalista normal de auge y caída.

 Durante décadas, la clase capitalista ha utilizado la revolución tecnológica digital para 
aumentar la productividad del trabajo a un ritmo récord. Menos trabajadores producen 
más bienes y servicios en menos tiempo con salarios más bajos. El resultado es una serie 
de “recuperaciones sin empleos” que hace que las cosas vayan aún peor.

Goldstein utiliza las leyes de la acumulación capitalista de Marx, y la tasa decreciente de 
ganancia, para demostrar por qué el capitalismo global ha llegado finalmente a un punto 
de inflexión.

El continuo estancamiento y el desempleo generalizado provocarán inevitablemente un 
resurgimiento de la lucha de clases que no se ve en EE.UU. desde la década de 1930; esta 
vez se dirigirá contra el propio sistema.

El capitalismo en un callejón sin salida
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Por Teresa Gutiérrez

Mientras progresistas y trabajadoras/
es marchan el Primero de Mayo, debe-
mos preguntarnos: ¿Cómo puede la clase 
obrera avanzar en este período?

Tenemos que tener en cuenta tres com-
ponentes importantes: trabajadoras/es 
migrantes, trabajadoras/es de bajos sala-
rios y la lucha contra el racismo.

Gracias al levantamiento de migrantes 
del 2006, el Primero de Mayo – Día In-
ternacional de las/os Trabajadores – fue 
revivido con entusiasmo en todo el país.

Sin embargo, desde el 2006 la lucha por 
la legalización para las/os más de 12 mil-
lones de indocumentados se ha estancado 
a pesar de una lucha masiva. En cambio, 
más de 2 millones de trabajadoras/es han 
sido inhumana e injustamente deporta-
dos, la mayoría de ellas/os bajo la admin-
istración Obama, que ha deportado más 
que cualquier otra administración en la 
historia de EUA.

La desgarradora separación de famil-
ias, la detención forzosa de trabajadores 
inocentes, la desesperación y la muerte en 
las fronteras militarizadas, todo ha em-
peorado. Es una guerra sin cuartel contra 
las/os trabajadores por la clase capitalista.

“Algunos de los defensores más apasio-
nados de la equidad, la justicia y los dere-
chos humanos están encarcelados”, dice 
Dan Berger y Angélica Cházaro. (Artículo 
de opinión del Seattle Times, 19 de marzo)

Estos dos profesores activistas escri-
bieron sobre una huelga de hambre por 
más de 700 inmigrantes en el Centro de 
Detención del Noroeste a principios de 

Por Larry Holmes

Las huelgas a nivel nacional en Wen-
dy's, McDonald's y Burger King son señal 
de que el movimiento obrero está pas-
ando por el parto de una nueva fase de 
desarrollo.

Un cambio verdaderamente revolu-
cionario en la composición social de la 
clase trabajadora a escala mundial inci-
tará una transformación revolucionaria 
política e ideológica de las filas y el lider-
azgo de un nuevo movimiento de la clase 
trabajadora.

La nueva fase de la producción capi-
talista extraordinariamente globalizada 
y altamente avanzada tecnológicamente 
y su acompañante reorganización de la 
fuerza laboral mundial está empobreci-
endo a toda la clase trabajadora, elimi-
nando los sectores mejor pagados de la 
clase obrera, y estableciendo las bases 
para que el liderazgo del movimiento 
obrero pase a las crecientes filas de las/os 
trabajadores oprimidos de bajos salarios 
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marzo. Los huelguistas protestaban por 
las condiciones carcelarias injustas e in-
humanas, así como la deportación ma-
siva de las/os trabajadores migrantes.

Recientemente se informó que una 
niña de 12 años procedente de Ecuador 
supuestamente se suicidó mientras es-
taba detenida en un albergue en Ciudad 
Juárez, México. Había estado viajando 
sola con “contrabandistas” que le traían 
a EUA para estar con sus padres. Se sui-
cidó después de ser capturada y puesta 
en el “refugio”.

Este doloroso incidente refleja una 
triste realidad: Niñas/os y adolescentes 
están llegando a EUA en cifras récord, a 
menudo solas/os. “Hasta 120 jóvenes sin 
acompañamiento están llegando cada día, 
dicen los funcionarios, una cifra que se ha 
triplicado en los últimos cinco años y que, 
según algunas estimaciones podría pron-
to llegar a 60.000 al año”. Más de 21.000 
menores de edad que viajan sin familia 
fueron capturadas/os el año pasado. “Eso 
era más de la mitad del total de 38.833 de-
tenidas/os en todo el país. Más del 90 por 
ciento de las/os jóvenes detenidos son de 
Guatemala, Honduras y El Salvador”. (Los 
Angeles Times, 21 de febrero)

Según el Alto Comisionado de las Na-
ciones Unidas para los Refugiados, “Casi 
la mitad de las personas desplazadas 
por la fuerza en el mundo son niñas/os 
y muchos pasan toda su infancia lejos 
de casa”. Las/os niños están en mayor 
riesgo de abuso, abandono, violencia, ex-
plotación y trata.

No es de extrañar entonces, que en los 
EUA el sector más dinámico del movi-

miento de derechos de las/os migrantes 
esté dirigida por jóvenes inmigrantes.

Y no es de extrañar que tantas mujeres 
sean organizadoras y líderes de este mov-
imiento. El miedo a la violación duran-
te el viaje a los EUA es tan real que las 
mujeres migrantes suelen tomar píldoras 
anticonceptivas antes de salir en caso de 
ser violadas mientras viajan, informa la 
profesora Anna Ochoa O’Leary de la Uni-
versidad de Arizona.

Detención con fines de lucro
Estas horribles condiciones de la mi-

gración forzada subyacen el número 
catastrófico de deportaciones por los EUA 
y la creciente detención de trabajadoras/
es inmigrantes.

La detención de inmigrantes es impul-
sada por las ganancias, lo que también se 
aplica a la encarcelación en masa de las/
os trabajadores de color y las personas 
pobres.

Los desalmados grupos de presión 
que trabajan para corporaciones como el 
Grupo GEO, Inc., han creado la política 
federal de inmigración que requiere lle-
nar al menos 35.000 camas en los cen-
tros de detención todas las noches para 
que el Departamento de Seguridad Na-
cional obtenga sus asignaciones. Se llama 
el “mandato de camas”. El presupuesto 
federal del año fiscal 2015 contiene la fri-
olera de $1.3 mil millones para 30.000 

— negras/os, otra gente de color, inmi-
grantes y mujeres.

El término "de salarios bajos" tiende 
a reducir el segmento más grande y sin 
duda el de mayor crecimiento de la clase 
trabajadora, a una categoría marginal. 
Esta noción errónea todavía satura al-
gunos sectores del movimiento obrero, 
así como algunas fuerzas progresistas.

El movimiento de las/os trabajadores 
infra asalariados no ha alcanzado el nivel 
de ola de rebelión proletaria. El liderazgo 
del movimiento obrero organizado aún 
no ha asumido la necesidad de abrazar 
con entusiasmo a decenas de millones 
de trabajadoras/es súper-explotados y 
oprimidos.

Los cambios en el capitalismo están 
forzando a estos sindicatos a envolverse 
con capas cada vez más profundas de las/
os trabajadoras/es de bajos salarios que 
consideraban prácticamente imposibles 
de organizar. De hecho, es sólo recien-
temente que los elementos más combat-
ivos del movimiento obrero, así como 

otras fuerzas progresistas, están em-
pezando a tomar en serio el movimiento 
de las/os trabajadores de bajos salarios, 
y mucho menos ver en este desarrollo, 
el renacimiento de un movimiento más 
avanzado de la clase trabajadora.

Dada la desmoralización, el es-
tancamiento y la parálisis que todavía 
tiene el movimiento obrero después de 
un largo período de derrotas que pare-
cía interminable, el pesimismo de que 
nada puede revertir el declive del mov-
imiento, está muy presente aún. La su-
peración de ese pesimismo es uno de los 
grandes desafíos que enfrenta este nuevo 
proceso. El crecimiento del número de 
organizaciones obreras que no son sindi-
catos tradicionales es una señal del re-
nacimiento del movimiento obrero.

Las huelgas de las/os trabajadoraes de 
bajos salarios están reintroduciendo a 
millones de trabajadores la posibilidad 
de la poderosa e infrautilizada arma que 
es la huelga general. Se podría concluir 
que el cambio más importante que la glo-

balización capitalista y la tecnología han 
impuesto sobre la clase trabajadora, ha 
debilitado la capacidad de la clase obrera a 
organizarse y defenderse frente al capital.

Estos enormes cambios siguen deva-
stando las condiciones sociales de toda 
la clase trabajadora. Pero estos cambios 
también han comenzado a romper todas 
las barreras que han ayudado a fomentar 
la ilusión de que los diferentes grupos de 
trabajadoras/es no sólo tienen diferentes 

Toda la clase obrera debe apoyar

 ¡La legalización!


