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MASSIVE MARCH

Upsurge in South sets People’s Agenda

By Eva P.and Ben C.
Raleigh, N.C.

The appeal went out: “Just like Dr.
King said in 1965, ‘Come to Selmal!’; we're
saying in 2014, ‘Come to Raleigh!””

And come they did. Over 80,000 dem-
onstrators took part in the Moral March
on Raleigh, Historic Thousands on Jones
Street (HKonJ) People’s Assembly on
Feb. 8.

It was the largest gathering in the
U.S. South since the Selma voting rights’
marches of the Civil Rights Movement
in 1965. Expressing the current climate
of fightback in North Carolina, the Mor-
al Monday and HKonJ movement has
sparked resistance across the South.

Civil Rights veterans and social justice
activists by the busload flooded in from
neighboring states to join in the histor-
ic march and rally. More than 100 buses
brought people from across North Car-
olina. They were joined in the streets of
Raleigh by groups from at least 30 other
states.

The Rev. Dr. William J. Barber I,
president of the North Carolina NAACP,
played a central role, traveling extensive-
ly throughout North Carolina and other
Southern states to build momentum for
the demonstration. The energy of partic-
ipants reflects the global struggle against
austerity and the multinational move-
ment to put forward a People’s Agenda.

“When Blacks and progressive whites
came together 144 years ago to begin the
long journey out of the divisions of the
Civil War, the good of the whole was their
vision and dream for this state,” Barber
told the crowd. “They knew then what
we must know now; it’s the only way for-
ward, it’s the better way. But in the house
behind us, the new far-right, Tea Par-
ty-backed, ultra-conservative leadership
of the General Assembly has attacked
public education; they have assailed our
voting rights, ignored the cause of the
poor and unemployed; they have sought
to divide us by race, income, region and
sexual orientation. They are trying to sell
off our environment to the highest bid-
der. All'in the service of private greed and
far-right ideology.”
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HKonlJ coalition builds movement

The year 2014 marks the eighth year
of the annual HKonJ mobilizations,
spearheaded by the N.C. NAACP and
undertaken by a broad coalition of more
than 160 organizations. Unions, students
and youth, immigrant rights, women’s,
LGBTQ, civil rights, environmental,
faith and many other orga-
nizations are united behind
a l4-point People’s Agenda
that has provided the basis
for coordinated organizing
and action for each year since
the coalition’s formation.
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state’s historically Black colleges and uni-
versities; health care for all; immigrant
rights; abolition of the racist death pen-
alty; and state redress and reparations
for the racist 1898 Wilmington riot, the
sterilization of women of color and the
1979 Greensboro massacre.

The HKonJ coalition held its first mo-
bilization in February 2007 when Demo-
crats controlled both houses of the state
Legislature and the governor’s office.

The building of local people’s assem-
blies that can take up a program for ac-
tion based around the 14-point agenda is
projected as a central task of the united
front effort. The constitution of this coa-
lition and sustained action based on the
People’s Agenda paved the way for the
Moral Monday demonstrations, which
drew thousands to Raleigh each week

Contnued on page 4
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Frances Dostal remembered

A health worker whose confidence in
socialist revolution guided her lifelong

activism against every form of injustice.

By Martha Grevatt
Cleveland

A memorial here for Frances Dostal, a founding mem-
ber of Workers World Party, drew more than 100 people.
Many got up and spoke about her impact.

Frances, who died on Dec. 26, and her life partner Ted
Dostal, were remembered as stalwart activists who rarely
missed a demonstration. They were dedicated anti-racist
fighters, supporters of the women’s and the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and queer movements, anti-war
activists and unionists.

Frances, a nurse, taught and mentored young people
turning to Marxism. Speakers at the Feb. 1 memorial
described her keen intelligence, welcoming disposition,
warm smile and admonitions to comrades to mind their
health.

Longtime Cleveland activists paid tribute. Mark Bai-
ley, who knew Frances through weekly peace vigils,
called her “a goodwill ambassador for Marxism.” Louise
Lusczak described how, after seeing her own mother on
the opposing side during a pro-choice demonstration,
she found comfort in Frances wise counsel. Victoria
Carter remembered gravitating toward the Dostals in
the Cleveland movement on first meeting them in 199o0.
Alan Roth, now in New York, met Frances in 1970 after
returning from Cuba and seeking a revolutionary social-
ist organization to join. Gene Shepherd, speaking for the
Ohio Nurses Association, recalled Frances’ deep involve-
ment in important union struggles.

Brother Abdul Qahhar, Cleveland chair of the New
Black Panther Party and earlier a Panther who beat
trumped up charges in the 1970s, praised Frances’ spir-
it, saying that “to be a revolutionary is to be chosen to
make sure the planet is run right.” Frances and Ted were
active in the successful fight, led by Brother Qahhar, to
free New York activist Abdul Haqq, who was framed for
a Cleveland murder.

Others included Barbara Keenan, who met the couple
in the 1960s in Youngstown, Ohio; Yoshiko Ikuta, who
gave greetings from Women Speak Out for Peace and
Justice; and well-known anti-war activist Jerry Gordon.

Richard Harris of Youngstown met Frances at a meet-
ing in 1961 to support Mae Mallory. “She was a strong
woman,” he said of Frances. Mallory was fighting extra-
dition from Cleveland to Monroe, N.C., where she faced
false kidnapping charges against her and Robert Wil-
liams. The two were targeted for advocating the Black
community’s right to physically defend itself from the Ku
Klux Klan. The Dostals offered their house as collateral
to make bail for Mallory.

An‘unshakeable revolutionary’

Stewart and Valerie Robinson read a poem by the
late Cleveland poet, Daniel Thompson. “Fran, we need a
thousand like her,” was one of the lines.

Workers World Party members from Buffalo, Detroit
and New York joined the Cleveland branch in paying trib-
ute to Comrade Frances. Jerry Goldberg of Detroit said
that, while revolutionaries might become estranged from
their biological families, “we have to be each other’s own
family, and Frances understood that better than anyone.”
Caleb Maupin of New York, who had joined WWP in
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Cleveland, recalled encountering Frances at a play about
Karl Marx, where she made insightful comments during
the discussion period.

Jeremy Radabaugh of Huntington, WV., was im-
pressed with Frances’ knowledge during an all-night
conversation on a bus trip to a Washington, D.C., pro-
test. Tom Scahill of Buffalo reminded us that it was the
anniversary of the death of the founding chairperson of
WWP, Sam Marcy, in 1998; he remembered other found-
ing members no longer with us: Vince Copeland, Libby
Ross, Dotty Ballan, Ed Merrill and Artie Rosen. “Frances
was an unshakeable revolutionary optimist,” he stated.
Susan Schnur said, “Frances explained that the so-called
‘battle of the sexes’ is really about dividing the working
class.” Schnur read messages from WW branches and in-
dividual comrades and friends.

Sharon Eolis, a retired New York nurse, had met Ted
and Frances in 1959 and had many conversations on
health care and organizing over the years. Martha Gre-
vatt, a longtime member of the Cleveland branch now in
Detroit, explained Ted’s 1968 arrest. Ted and Frances had
been supportive observers at a demonstration defending
Black Nationalist leader Ahmed Evans. Respecting Mae
Mallory’s desire that this be a Black community demon-
stration, they did not picket. The police nevertheless ar-
rested Ted, who served almost six months in jail —which
was punishment for Frances as well.

Teresa Gutierrez, speaking for the Workers World Sec-
retariat, said, “I'm honored to be representing our New
York leadership. Frances was a true comrade, with a big
C. I am so glad that she and Ted could visit Cuba to get a
glimpse of the kind of society they dedicated their entire
lives to building. We dedicate ourselves to bringing so-
cialism to the U.S.”

Led by Sharon Danann of Cleveland WW, the crowd
sang “Solidarity Forever” and then closed with “The
International.” []
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Double whammy

Congress votes for hunger and poverty

Corporate lobbyists get what they
want as Congress cuts both food
stamps and extended unemployment
benefits.

By Kathy Durkin

Just weeks into the new year, Con-
gress delivered a one-two punch to work-
ers and poor people. First, both houses
passed a farm bill that rewards agribusi-
ness while reducing food stamp benefits
for many low-income households. Then,
the Senate voted to deny federal funds
to extend unemployment benefits. Both
measures will push the working class
down even further.

These terrible cutbacks have come di-
rectly from the capitalist class. They are
part of the wealthiest 1%’s war against
the workers and low-income communi-
ties, as the bosses push to shrink govern-
ment services in order to transfer more
money to Wall Street, the big banks and
corporate owners.

This all-out campaign to take from
the poor and give to the rich comes as
millions of people are still suffering in
the aftermath of the Great Recession.
Joblessness, involuntary part-time work
and low wages are rife throughout the
U.S. Safety-net programs, especially un-
employment insurance and food stamp
benefits, have been vital for the survival
of many. Slashing these services will be
disastrous, causing more homelessness
and hunger.

These programs need more funding,
not less.

Both houses — the Republican-con-
trolled House and the Democratic-con-
trolled Senate — voted for the pro-agri-
business Agriculture Act of 2014. It
allocates $956.4 billion over a decade,
with projected savings of $16.6 billion.
Food stamp benefits are reduced by $8.6
billion, while $4 billion are cut from con-
servation programs. Crop insurance sub-
sidies replace crop subsidies to farmers.

The rich getricher...

This measure was the sixth most-lob-
bied congressional bill in 2013, said the
Center for Responsive Politics. The group
reported, “At least 350 companies and or-
ganizations, including Monsanto Co., Pep-
siCo Inc. and Dean Foods Co., registered
as lobbyists in 2013 to work on the Senate
bill, spending $150 million.” (Feb. 4)

The Environmental Working Group
criticized the bill for creating “new, ex-
panded and largely unlimited crop in-
surance subsidies that will flow predomi-
nantly to the largest and most successful
farms.” The group decried this “blatant
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example of corporate welfare ... at the ex-
pense of family farms, the environment
and [the] hungriest.” (Feb. 5)

The biggest farm companies and Wall
Street firms will be the primary benefi-
ciaries, asserted Think Progress: “The
18 insurance companies that participate
in the federal crop insurance program
banked $10 billion in profit over the past
decade.” (Jan. 3)

The final bill omitted measures that
would have required public reporting
of large federal crop insurance payouts
and their recipients and that would have
limited premium subsidies for the rich-
est farmers. Private crop insurance com-
panies won big, with a provision locking
in Agriculture Department payments to
them over the life of the bill; insurance
costs are non-negotiable.

Even a leading establishment newspa-
per, the Feb. 4 Washington Post, edito-
rialized, “This is a bill of, by and for the
agriculture lobby.”

John Boyd, president of the Black
Farmers Association, explained in a Feb.
3 Huffington Post column that he and
many other farmers and advocates had
worked very hard on the farm bill, with
little effect: “I wanted to see more reform
for federal crop insurance for minority
farmers. The larger farmers will receive
the most help while small and minority
farmers will receive little to no relief un-
der the federal crop insurance program. ...
The focus [in Congress] is on serving a few
large-scale farms and corporate farms.”

Agribusiness donations to Congress
members who crafted the farm bill
have been generous. They contributed
$744,000 to the 2012 election campaign
of Frank D. Lucas, the Republican chair
of the House Agriculture Committee.
Debbie Stabenow, a Democrat and chair
of the Senate Agriculture Committee,
who is credited with writing the legisla-
tion, received $346,000 from the crop
production industry — more than any
other senator.

The ultra-right billionaire Koch broth-
ers did quite well. Koch Industries pres-
sured Congress heavily on the bill and
got favors in return. The bill allots $881
million in mandatory funding to pro-
duce biomass energy. The Koch broth-
ers’ timber subsidiary Georgia-Pacific
has already received such government
subsidies in the past. (thenation.com,
Feb. 5) The ezine reported this company
and others lobbied and won a favorable
amendment which exempts forestry sites
that generate pesticide and other chemi-
cal runoff from regulation, under the in-
dustrial pollution provisions of the Clean
Water Act.
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.. as millions get hungrier

Lobbying Congress was accompa-
nied by a campaign of vicious racist and
anti-poor vitriol leveled by the corpo-
rate-led right-wingers against the food
stamp program and its recipients. Boyd,
of the Black Farmers Association, re-
called, “Conservative Republicans in the
House repeatedly helped to defeat nu-
merous versions of the bill, pushing for
a 5 percent or greater reduction to food
stamps.”

The Koch brothers aggressively cam-
paigned, including through their Amer-
icans for Prosperity, to drastically slash
food stamp benefits.

The Republicans pushed to slash $40
billion from the program over 10 years,
and the Democrats countered with a $4
billion-cutback offer. The argument was
over how much to reduce food benefits —
not whether to do so. The final figure was
$8.6 billion.

Congress also tacked on another
seemingly minor measure, but cruel nev-
ertheless, that bars the Agriculture De-
partment from paying for ads to promote
food stamp benefits or for programs
geared to enroll beneficiaries.

The upshot is that President Barack
Obama signed the legislation on Feb. 7.
He could have vetoed the bill and stopped
the reduction in food stamp funding.

What is the human toll of this inhu-
mane “compromise”? Monthly nutrition
benefits will be reduced by $90 to each of
850,000 households in 15 states and the
District of Columbia for 10 years. Three-
fourths of these households include a
senior, child or person with disabilities;
nearly all have incomes at or below the
poverty line. By 2024, 3.2 billion meals
will be lost.

These cutbacks come on top of the
devastating benefit reduction for all 47
million food stamp recipients last No-
vember. Food pantries are already strug-
gling to meet the ensuing high demand.
Hospitals are reporting more diet-re-
lated health emergencies in low-income
communities, due to inadequate food
benefits.

In addition to this crisis, the failure of
the Senate to extend emergency unem-
ployment benefits has already affected
1.7 million long-term jobless workers
who were counting on another 28 weeks
of benefits. After having used up their
state benefits, these workers still cannot
find jobs.

Another 2 million workers will be af-
fected this year by the cutoff, as 41 states
plus the District of Columbia have high
rates of long-term jobless workers.

The United States is the richest coun-
try in the world, home to Wall Street and
monstrously wealthy global banks and
corporations. Yet the capitalist “jobless
recovery” means that while the rich con-
tinue to get obscenely richer, millions of
people must struggle to survive. Many
have relied on crucial governmental as-
sistance that they are now losing.

These programs came about because
workers and community activists fought
for them over decades. With the capital-
ist class and its politicians hell-bent on
cutting them down to nothing, the peo-
ple have nowhere to go but the streets to
win them back.

The one thing the ruling class does
not have is the might of the multination-
al working class. A determined, united
movement of both advocates and activ-
ists can push back these reactionary laws
and cutbacks. ]

Protest on Wall Street

Under the slogan “Rise up for the un-
employed,” the People’s Power Assembly
and OccuEvolve held a protest Feb. 7 on
Wall Street, a few hours after the gov-
ernment released the latest employment
figures.

The protest demanded restoration of
extended unemployment benefits and jobs
for all at a living wage. It also raised the is-
sue of the banks’ attacks on the pensions
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of Puerto Rican workers with the recent
assault on the island’s credit ratings.
About 40 people came to the demo
from PPA and OccuEvolve, as well as a
number of Occupy Wall Street working
groups. It attracted a number of Wall
Street workers on their lunch break and
tourists and was covered in the British
Guardian.
— Story and photo by G. Dunkel



Page 4 Feb. 20, 2014

workers.org

Subprime loans drive auto recovery

The scramble for profits is again
leading to overproduction and the
pushing of high-interest loans, this
time in the auto industry. The capital-
ists are worried but keep doing it.

By Fred Goldstein

For the bosses the recovery in auto
sales is the one relatively bright spot in
the capitalist economy. But that “bright
spot” is about to get dimmer. While the
recovery was Kkick-started by closing
down auto plants, slashing wages in half
and automating, it is now being driven
more and more by subprime auto loans.

Inventories are building up. Loan com-
panies, hedge funds and bankers are sell-
ing subprime-backed loans the way they
did in the run-up to the economic crisis
of 2000-2008.

And the working class, particularly in
auto and related industries — not just in
the U.S. but in Mexico, Canada and else-
where — should take note of this and pre-
pare for future attempts to remove shifts
and shut down aspects of production.

Business Week warned as early as last
fall that “as the fifth anniversary of the
Federal Reserve’s policy of keeping in-
terest rates near zero approaches, the
market for subprime borrowing is again
becoming frothy, this time in the car busi-
ness instead of housing.” (Nov. 27, 2013)

As auto sales rose, subprime loans ac-
counted for more than 27 percent of new
vehicle loans in the first half of last year.
The magazine noted that this was “the
highest proportion since Experian Auto-
motive began tracking the data in 2007.”
The subprime loans are being packaged
into bonds and sold on the market to
profit-hungry investors.

By the third quarter of 2013,
subprime-backed bond sales had
soared to $17.5 billion, more than
double the amount sold in the
same period in 2010 and only $3
billion below the peak in 2005 of
$20 billion. “Perhaps more than
any other factor, easing credit
has been the key to the U.S. auto
recovery,” Adam Jonas of Mor-
gan Stanley wrote to investors in
an October note.

Equifax Inc. reported 6.6 million sub-
prime auto borrowers as of last April, and
the number is rising. At the same time,
court records showed a rising number of
defaults and personal bankruptcy filings.
(Reuters, April 3, 2013)

The capitalists know that most work-
ers need cars to get to work, go shop-
ping and visit friends and relatives. So
the financiers can charge from 10 to 20
percent usurious interest. The industry
already expects 25 percent defaults and
repossessions.

Race for market share —
and overproduction

Some 3.45 million unsold autos sat in
car and truck dealerships by the end of
2013. Each of these vehicles is counted
as a sale by the auto companies. And the
dealers are under pressure to meet quo-
tas set by the auto barons.

Subprime loans are fueling overpro-
duction in the race by the car compa-
nies for market share. “U.S. dealers have
about $100 billion worth of unsold cars
and trucks sitting on their lots,” accord-
ing to Mike Jackson, CEO of AutoNation,
which owns the largest chain of car deal-
ers in the U.S. (Automotive News, Feb. 4)

Jackson was cautiously sounding the
alarm about overproduction. He said in-

ventory levels at car
lots were at 90 to
120 days of supply.
The healthy norm,
according to the in-
dustry, is about 60
days. Each of the
Big Three Detroit

automakers has
well over 100 days’
supply.

“Everybody has very rich targets.
If you add up everybody’s targets, we
should be selling over 18 million vehicles,
but that'’s not the case,” said Joe Langley,
production analyst for IHS Automotive.
The industry sold 15.6 million vehicles in
2013 and is counting on an upturn in the
economy to push sales higher.

“The problem is the rules of past recov-
eries — where employment and income
come roaring back along with auto sales
— do not apply in this slow-growth econ-
omy,” said one Michigan auto consultant.
“It's a new world. We're in the unprece-
dented position of being five years after
a recovery and still a million jobs below
where we were at the last peak. And you
need a job to buy a car.” (AN, Feb. 4)

They may be on the brink of wide-
spread overproduction but, in the irre-
sistible struggle for markets, each cap-
italist in the industry is planning for
expansion. At the auto show in Detroit in
January, Volkswagen, Honda, Mazda and
Nissan announced plans to expand pro-
duction in North America. Toyota, Ford
and GM announced plans for expanding
production within existing capacity.

Finance capital revisiting
the Great Recession

So the automakers are pushing more
and more vehicles onto the car dealer

lots. Overproduction appears as inven-
tories build up. Pressure to sell becomes
unbearable. The dealers seek out sub-
prime loan outfits to boost their sales. The
banks and hedge funds seek out the sub-
prime dealers to sell bonds and make a
killing — until the whole thing collapses.

Businesses then close or cut back and
workers get thrown onto the street, lose
their homes, their cars, their savings and
their possessions, forced to join the al-
ready massive army of the unemployed.

Look behind subprime dealers like
Exeter and others and you will find fund-
ing from Wells Fargo, Capital One, GM
Capital, Goldman Sachs, Deutsche Bank,
Citigroup, Blackstone, Ally Financial and
a host of other financial parasites who
were behind the subprime mortgage cri-
sis that precipitated the economic plunge
of 2007-2008.

The bosses and bankers do what cap-
ital must do. They seek the highest rate
of profit.

Under present conditions of automa-
tion, robots, job-destroying software,
low wages and mass unemployment, the
fastest and surest way to make the high-
est rate of profit is through preying on the
workers — feeding them cheap loans that
are bound to end in default and crisis,
all in an illusory pursuit to overcome the
pressure of overproduction.

But they are also driven to create a dis-
possessed class of workers and oppressed
people who are bound to rebel, en masse,
against this reckless and intolerable sys-
tem of capitalist exploitation.

Fred Goldstein is the author of “Low-
Wage Capitalism” and “Capitalism at a
Dead End,” which has been translated
into Spanish as “El capitalismo en un
callején sin salida.” [

MASSIVE MARCH Upsurge in South sets People’s Agenda

Continued from page 1

over the summer to protest the far-right
agenda in the state Legislature, resulting
in nearly 1,000 arrests.

It is the HKonJ coalition that since
those demonstrations sustained the mo-
mentum leading to a steady rhythm of
actions and organizing, giving rise to
the Moral Monday/Forward Together
movement.

Youthful, energetic and united march

Marchers began assembling en masse
outside Raleigh’s Shaw University, one
of the state’s historically Black colleges
and universities and the birthplace of the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee. A morning rally that set the tone
for the day was peppered with influenc-

es of liberation theology — a testament
both to the long and active history of the
Black church in previous Civil Rights
movements and to the many people of all
faiths who came with their congregations
to participate in the march.

The strong labor and workers’ rights
contingent included the N.C. State AFL-
CIO; the Southern Workers Assembly;
Atlanta Jobs with Justice; the North Car-
olina Association of Educators; fast food
workers from Virginia, North and South
Carolina and Georgia; the N.C. Public
Service Workers Union, United Electrical

Workers Local 150; the Farm Labor Or-
ganizing Committee; and many others.
These groups have played an import-
ant role in the Moral Monday movement,
which has in turn further politicized the
low-wage workers’ struggle to embrace
racial justice and women'’s rights.
Larsene Taylor, vice president of UE Lo-
cal 150, the Public Service Workers Union,
spoke from the main stage: “We need a
Workers' Bill of Rights made into law that
guarantees that the very basic human
rights for all workers are met. Divided, we
beg for a living wage, a safe work environ-
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ment, and a force and a seat at the table.
United, we bargain. We know that Civil
Rights and labor rights go hand in hand;
thus, the people’s fight is labor’s fight.”

Throughout the crowd and the var-
ious contingents were marchers wear-
ing bright pink hats and carrying pink
Planned Parenthood signs to protest at-
tacks on women’s health and reproduc-
tive rights.

The youth and student contingent num-
bered in the thousands. It reflected the
very active high school and college student
organizing presence in the state and an
upsurge of student involvement. Repres-
sive attacks on the right of young people
to vote, the school-to-prison pipeline, and
years of deep cuts to public education are
all spurring on youth to organize.

Youth across North Carolina played a
pivotal role in the Moral Monday move-
ment by being among the first to partici-
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For more information on these books and
other writings by the author,
Fred Goldstein, go to
www.LowWageCapitalism.com

Available at Amazon and other bookstores.
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Veolia? Just say NO

By Terri Kay and Judy Greenspan
San Francisco

An international conference here on
Feb. 8 brought together workers, com-
munity members and activists with one
common enemy: Veolia. Besides the 100
attendees, many more joined by Skype
and watched globally via live streaming.

The Veolia Group, a French trans-
national, wants to privatize water re-
sources, transportation and other public
services. Veolia has attacked the Boston
School Bus Drivers, United Steelworkers
Local 8751, blatantly violating the union
contract and firing four of the union’s
leaders.

Veolia/Transdev Group is the world’s
largest water privatization company.
Environmental groups have tracked its
destructive, corrupt record. In the oc-
cupied West Bank of Palestine, Veolia
subsidiaries operate segregated buses
to illegal Israeli settlements, manage an
illegal settler dump and run a light rail
system for Israeli settlements around Je-
rusalem.

Clarence Thomas, executive board
member of International Longshore and
Warehouse Union Local 10, opened the
conference.

Boston union leader speaks

“In Boston we call them Veo-liar!” said
Steve Gillis, vice president of USW Lo-
cal 8751, and one of the four fired Boston
school bus drivers. He described how
when Veolia took over the school bus
contract in June, “it took away the time
clocks and union participation in train-
ing” along with the drivers’ records of
time spent on required tasks. The union
filed 18 unfair labor practice charges

PALESTINE
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with the National Labor Relations Board
and over 175 grievances within the first
few months of Veolia's takeover.

Gillis said the majority Haitian, Cape
Verdean and Vietnamese drivers were
experienced in dealing with the French
company, “facing off the police 20 times
in the first two months.” On Oct. 7, when
Veolia demanded that all the drivers fill
out new hire applications, “the drivers
in all the yards blocked the doors to the
managers’ offices and tore up all the ap-
plications,” said Gillis.

Veolia management refused a meeting
with the drivers’ union leaders on Oct. 8
and ordered all workers off the proper-
ty “under threat of arrest and locked the
gates.” A lockout was in effect.

The four leaders — Steve Gillis, Steve
Kirschbaum, Garry Murchison and An-
dre Francois — were fired in early No-
vember. “City Councilor Charles Yancey
called a City Council meeting, with over
300 people attending, and put Veolia on
trial,” said Gillis.

He called the Solidarity Day 2 march
and rally in Boston on Feb. 1, “a turn
around. The new mayor of Boston had
to issue a statement saying that ‘the is-
sue must be resolved, for the sake of the
children.”

Solidarity with Palestine

Dalit Baum, director of the American
Friends Service Committee Middle East
Program, said Veolia runs segregated bus-
es to Jewish settlements in Israel. Baum
said the company is also involved in illegal
dumping in Palestinian villages of waste
products from Jewish settlements. “Last
year, Veolia lost a huge contract involv-
ing waste management in London.” Baum
attributed this victory to the Boycott, Di-
vestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement.

Hugh Lanning, former general secre-
tary of the Public and Commercial Ser-
vices Union in Britain and chair of the
Palestine Solidarity Committee, said via
Skype, “Veolia has been a focus because
of their complicity with the occupation of
Palestine.” He added, “In [Britain], since
the Israeli bombardment of Gaza, the
public has been moving against Israel.”

Omar Barghouti, co-founder of the
BDS movement in Palestine, said via
Skype: “Our very first supporters were
trade unionists. After Israel’s attack on
Gaza and the Freedom Flotilla in 2010,
Swedish dockworkers refused to offload
Israeli cargo from ships.”

Barghouti said that over the past five
years, the BDS campaign against Veolia
has cost that company $20 billion. “Our
greatest victories against Veolia have
been cross movement efforts to tie in-
ternational human rights violations with
local negative impacts like privatizing
the water system.”

Gillis expressed the solidarity of the
Boston bus drivers with the BDS move-
ment and its fight to get all companies to
divest from Veolia.

Regional discussion

Charles Smith talked about the strug-
gle in Richmond, Calif., against Veolia’s
takeover of the wastewater treatment
system. Since Veolia landed the contract,
water rates have risen astronomically.
Faced with an old water treatment plant,
Veolia is making “the working-class pop-
ulation of Richmond pay” for building a
new one.

Nancy Murray of the Boston Coali-
tion for Palestinian Rights spoke on the
successful campaign to stop Veolia’s
contract to run the local mass transit
system. The BDS campaign focused on
Veolia’s support for Israel and its an-
ti-union, anti-worker record. On Jan. 8,
Veolia lost the contract.

Mikos Fabersunne, chair of the Da-
vis [California] Committee for Palestin-
ian Rights, said the group successfully
fought Veolia’s bid for a large water con-
tract.

Tony Yovo, a West African immigrant
worker from Baltimore’s SuperShuttle
service, spoke against Veolia’'s takeover
of that company, stating: “I am a victim
of Veolia. | was forced into slavery in the
21st century.” Veolia owns SuperShuttle
companies around the country.

Erin Diaz, director of the Public Wa-
ter Works Campaign in Boston, said her
group exposed Veolia’s role in privatizing
and “undermining people’s access to wa-
ter” in St. Louis and around the world.
The 11-month campaign to regain public
control of St. Louis’'s water access was
won with tremendous public support. []

pate in civil disobedience actions and by
raising the level of militancy. The youth
and student contingent was joined by
organizers from the Baltimore Algebra
Project, the Florida Dream Defenders,
N.C. Heroes Emerging Among Teens
(HEAT), the N.C. Student Power Union,
and youth from multiple Fight Imperial-
ism, Stand Together (FIST) chapters.

Q Wideman, a leader of FIST in North
Carolina, spoke at the main stage about
why youth were motivated to march, cit-
ing the rate of murders by law enforce-
ment and the rate of incarceration of
Black and Brown youth. “I'm here today
because Chuy Huerta is dead,” Wideman
began, referencing the recent death of
17-year-old Latino youth Jesus “Chuy”
Huerta while in custody of the Durham
police. The killing has sparked outrage
nationally.

The energy of the day was palpably
hopeful, as the march wound from Shaw
University toward the State Capitol.
Youth-led chants called out the role of the
racist, right-wing capitalist Art Pope. The
chant for “Jobs and education, not war
and Incarceration” mingled with music
played over the loudspeakers that got
protesters dancing.

Moral Mondays and HKonJ

Since the march, the HKonJ coalition
and other groups have announced a num-
ber of initiatives to continue to build the
growing fightback that has been awakened.

Moral Monday events and demonstra-
tions continue to be held across North
Carolina and are spreading throughout
the South. Georgia has been convening
regular Moral Monday demonstrations

since the start of the year. Truthful Tues-
days, modeled after the Moral Monday
movement, are being organized in South
Carolina, and plans for similar demon-
strations have been announced across
the South.

In 1964, thousands from across the
U.S. convened in southern states to as-
sist the struggle of African Americans
to acquire the right to vote, to organize
workers and to give aid to the Civil Rights
and Black Freedom struggle. This year,

to mark the 50th anniversary of this his-
toric mobilization, a broad coalition of
groups is making plans to pick up this
banner and bring organizers to southern
states to contribute to the struggles on
the ground here.

Workers World Party has announced
plans to convene a southern socialism
conference in Durham the weekend of
March 28-30. It will provide a revolu-
tionary analysis of the current period,
the growing fightback, and the tasks

WE WHC

TRATPLERITLTY

AOMASS CARcERAgy /7

~x

mﬂtﬂmm org

 ALLPg
FR WERTO ' (
v T”EPEOPL:

WW PHOTOS: ANDY KATZ

needed to build peoples’ power that can
take on the racist capitalist system and
build socialism.

The tremendous HKonJ demonstra-
tion held Feb. 8 is a reflection of the grow-
ing consciousness of the working class in
this period and the willingness to engage
in a mass fightback against the right-wing
and other reactionary forces. It is an en-
couraging development for the struggle
in the U.S. South and for the movement
asawhole.[]
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After emancipation, ‘Sick from freedom

By Dolores Cox

Last year the U.S. commemorated the
150th anniversary of President Abraham
Lincoln’s signing of the Emancipation
Proclamation, which gave enslaved Afri-
cans their freedom effective Jan. 1, 1863.

The federal government’s main motiva-
tion was to deprive the Southern slavoc-
racy of their labor force, not some moral
freedom ideology.

Professor Jim Downs, author of “Sick
from Freedom: African American Illness
and Suffering During the Civil War and
Reconstruction,” says that in the transi-
tion to freedom from 1862 to 1870, hun-
dreds of thousands of freed slaves never
lived long enough to enjoy their freedom.
A lifetime of suffering was followed by a
massive death toll.

The portrayal of newly liberated peo-
ple, with their belongings piled high as
they journeyed toward freedom and into
a bright new world of opportunity, is far
from factual. Many had no shoes and
only the clothes on their backs. During
the winters, many froze and starved to
death. They were without shelter and ex-
perienced severe hardships and suffering.
Enslaved Africans in Texas were not freed
until June 1865, as slave owners there ig-
nored the proclamation for two years.

Freed slaves entered a completely for-
eign and hostile world. They were illiter-
ate, since it was a crime for them to read or
write, and segregated. They had no knowl-
edge of the monetary system or of social
customs, and no paid jobs.

Millions of newly freed slaves suc-
cumbed to yellow fever, dysentery and

v
Available at

amazon.com and

other bookstores.

other diseases. It is estimated that at least
1 million of the 4 million former slaves got
sick or died between 1862 and 1870. That’s
not counting the large numbers of en-
slaved Africans who were worked to death,
beaten to death or lynched on plantations
by slave owners.

Many runaway slaves fought for the
Union during the Civil War to protect
themselves and their families, and they
were told they'd gain their freedom if they
did so. Military service was a condition
that the federal government placed on
former slaves in return for government
aid. About two-thirds of all Civil War ca-
sualties came from disease; many Black
soldiers were killed and never saw eman-
cipation.

During the war, escaped slaves con-
gregated in what were called “contraband
camps,” under horrendous conditions.
Similar living conditions existed in the
settlements of freed people after the war.

‘Black epidemic’ blamed on victims

Former slaves faced a huge health crisis
as the smallpox epidemic, which started
in Washington, D.C., spread through the
South to freed slaves traveling North and
to those wandering and searching for fam-
ily members from whom they had been
separated when sold. The epidemic was
worsened by the lack of proper medical
care, malnutrition, extreme poverty and
unimaginable living conditions.

At the height of the epidemic, the med-
ical division of the federal government’s
Freedmen’s Bureau built and operated
40 Black hospitals throughout the South
to identify and support a “healthy work-

A Voice from Harper’s Ferry, 1859
by Osborne P. Anderson, a Black revolutionary who was there.

Also the essays:

The Neglected Voices from Harper’s Ferry by Mumia Abu-Jamal
What Is a Nation? by Monica Moorehead
The Unfinished Revolution by Vince Copeland
A unique book from the raid on Harper's Ferry. Few history books give
_ Osborne P. Anderson the recognition he deserves. Anderson was the only
Black combatant to survive the raid and to write about it. His account of this
turning point in the struggle against slavery — an armed attack by Black
and white volunteers on a citadel of the South — refutes those who try to
minimize the role of African American people in fighting for their freedom.

“These essays, from a variety of folks working on a number of Black struggles, testify to
the central truth that Black History is the epic saga of resistance, rebellion and revolt.
These struggles show us all that true freedom is still an objective to be attained, rather
than areality. What, pray tell, did Katrina show us?”

— Mumia Abu-Jamal

North Carolina

By Mumia Abu-Jamal

They call it Moral Mondays and in
North Carolina this means a movement of
civil disobedience led by the Rev. Dr. Wil-
liam Barber, a local head of the NAACP.

Why protest? That's because for the
first time since 1870 the Republicans
have their hands on all the levers of pow-
er there — the governor’s office and both
houses of the Legislature — and they’re
on a tear to keep it.

One of their first efforts was to attack
voting rights and similarly, redistrict-
ing, to block voters from the polls and to
redraw districts to isolate and weaken
those who make it through to vote. They
slashed the unemployment benefits of
some 170,000 people, so much so that
they no longer qualify for federal un-
employment programs. North Carolina
is the eighth state to cut such benefits.

2 burning

Social programs have also been hit and
that’s just the beginning.

And so, demonstrations at the capital
have attracted hundreds of protesters.
Nearly 1,000 people have been arrested
in Raleigh, proving that we aren’t as far
as we think from the Civil Rights days.
It is one of the ironies of history that a
party built on Black suffrage and Black
freedom has now become one designed
and determined to strip Blacks from the
voting rolls.

Despite the people in the streets and
the arrests, national coverage is slight
and fleeting. That may because they’re so
busy covering 50-year anniversaries fea-
turing the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. instead of what'’s happening now right
beneath their noses.

You may not see it, or hear of it, but a
movement is blossoming in Raleigh, N.C.
It's called Moral Mondays. []

force.” It wasn’t about providing medical
care as much as to “weed out” depen-
dent women, children and the elderly,
separating the sick from the healthy and
able-bodied. The bureau’s priority was to
produce strong workers to meet the de-
mand in the North or send them back to
working in the fields, and then close these
hospitals as soon as possible.

The outbreak was seen as a “Black epi-
demic” and not worth giving much atten-
tion to. Meanwhile, an 1866 cholera out-
break, which mainly affected whites, was
vigorously combatted.

The so-called “Black epidemic” was
blamed on the victims at the instant of
their liberation. The same racist policies
were exported to the western frontier. The
federal government used Reconstruction
in the South as a model for “dealing with”
the Native peoples, deliberately exposing
them to debilitating diseases to “wipe
them out.”

Records of the medical division of
the Freedmen’s Bureau contain heart-
-wrenching encounters of sick and dying
freed people. To some in the North, the
dismal conditions of freed people was ev-
idence that the Black race was doomed to
extinction.

The indifference to the plight of for-
mer slaves who perished was followed
by apathy toward the conditions of Afri-
can-American descendants during the
100 years of government-sanctioned “Jim
Crow” apartheid and its “acceptable” vio-
lence in the South, and continuing racial
discrimination throughout the country.

Horrible living conditions affecting
formerly enslaved Africans are seen in

By Cheryl LaBash and Monica Moorehead
Harlem, N.Y.

A special tribute to the great freedom
fighter Nelson Mandela was held Feb. 8
at the historic Riverside Church Chap-
el in Harlem, N.Y. Mandela, the first
Black-elected president of post-apart-
heid South Africa, died this past Dec. 5
at age 95. The theme of the meeting was
“Mandela jPresente! The Truth about
Nelson Mandela: A Revolutionary Fight-
er — Revolutionary Cuba’s Key Part in
the Defeat of Apartheid.”

Along with several hundred activists
involved in many struggles of workers
and oppressed peoples in Latin America,
the Caribbean, North America, Asia and
the Middle East, a high-level delegation
from the Cuban Mission to the United
Nations attended. This delegation was
led by the Cuban Ambassador, Rodolfo
Reyes, and Mariela Castro Espin, the
daughter of Cuban president Raul Castro
and the late Vilma Espin, the founder of

J

some 21st-century
communities of their §
descendants. The pres- “i%.
ent-day disparities ¥
in education, home
ownership,  employ- |
ment, access to proper &
medical care, poverty
levels, malnutrition,
homelessness and the
wealth gap harken
back to previous times.
Racist federal, state
and local government
policies have resulted in African Ameri-
cans remaining at the bottom of the socio-
economic ladder and ensure a lifetime of
second-class citizenship. There has never
been a level playing field, and racial dis-
crimination results in African Americans
continuing to be denied full integration
and participation in society.

The institution of slavery has been re-
placed by institutional racism in every
system. Resistance to social, political
and economic equality is strong and per-
sistent. Struggles of African Americans
to overcome their adversities and obtain
equal civil and human rights have been
met with continuing deterrence, even vi-
olence. The ideology of white supremacy,
dominance and control, the practice of
white-skin privilege, and prevalence of the
disease of racism is still a fact in the U.S.

Slavery in the U.S. existed for three cen-
turies, from the 1600s to the 1800s. Black
people have been free from bondage for
151 years. How many more centuries will
it take before African Americans achieve
true liberation? [
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the Federation of Cuban Women.

Also in attendance was the South Af-
rican Ambassador to the United Nations,
Jeremiah Nyamane Kingsley Mamabolo.

The stirring tribute began with the
singing of the South African and Cuban
anthems, followed by videotaped greet-
ings from Kenia Serrano, president of
the Cuban Institute of Friendship for the
People.

A powerful original video was shown
of Nelson Mandela speaking before Fidel
Castro and 100,000 people in Matanzas,
Cuba, at the 1991 July 26th celebration.
Mandela thanked the Cuban interna-
tionalists for their decisive role in defeat-
ing the apartheid army during the late
1980s. This visit was the first trip taken
by Mandela outside South Africa after
his release from prison in 1990.

Both ambassadors, who were also
anti-apartheid combatants, spoke in
glowing terms about Mandela’s lega-
cy. Castro Espin noted the relation-
ship among the Haitian revolution, the
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How national and class op-
pression shaped the evolution
of the movements in South
d Africa andthe U.S.

By Abayomi Azikiwe

Editor, Pan-African News Wire
African American History

* Month Series

With the death of Nelson
Mandela on Dec. 5, 2013, the impact of
his life and political work was recognized
not just by the people of South Africa and
the African continent but oppressed and
struggling peoples throughout the world.
People of African descent outside of Africa
cherish the legacy of Mandela that remains
an inspiration to the African-American
people’s movement for genuine equality
and self-determination.

Yet what is often not recognized is the
more-than-a-century-old linkage between
the South African and African-American
peoples that extends back even prior to the
founding of the South African Native Na-
tional Congress in 1912, later renamed the
African National Congress (ANC) in 1923.

One of the SANNC founders, Pixley ka
Isaka Seme, was born in Natal in 1881. At
the age of 17 he was able to travel to the
United States to study.

He called for unity, noting, “My convic-
tion is that here in Africa, as in America,
the Africans should refuse to be divided.
I cannot ever forget the great vision of
national power which | saw at Atlanta,
Georgia in 1907 when the late Dr. Booker
T. Washington L.L.D., presided over the
Annual Conference of the Negro Business
League of America with delegates repre-
senting all Negro enterprises in that New
World and representing 20 million Afri-
cans in the United States of America, the
most advanced of my own race.” (Seme
pamphlet, “The ANC, Is It Dead?” 1932)

John L. Dube (1871-1946) was also a
co-founder of the SANNC, and through
his connections with the U.S.-based Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church, founded
by African Americans in Philadelphia, he

was able to travel to the U.S. and study.

Dube returned to South Africa to es-
tablish a school inspired by Tuskegee In-
stitute founded by Booker T. Washington.
Dube wrote he “was inspired by Wash-
ington’s initiatives, and after meeting
Washington in 1897, he returned to South
Africa and founded the Zulu Christian In-
dustrial Institute (1901), renamed the Oh-
lange Institute. Like Tuskegee, Dube’s Oh-
lange focused on improving blacks’ labor
efficiency and increasing the skills of black
laborers. This assisted the indigenous Af-
rican population by giving them more op-
portunities and increasing their abilities.”
(Oberlin.edu)

Solomon Tshekisho Plaatje, a SAN-
NC leader, met with Marcus Garvey and
W.E.B. Du Bois in 1921. Plaatje wrote arti-
cles for the Universal Negro Improvement
Association newspaper, The Negro World,
founded by Garvey and circulated broadly
throughout the U.S. and the world.

During the 1940s, the formation of the
ANC Youth League was led by Nelson
Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Anton Lembede
and others. A program of action was draft-
ed in 1949 transforming the ANC into a
mass political organization.

Solidarity actions carried out by the
Council on African Affairs in 1946 during
the Rand Miner’s Strike raised money
and material aid to assist the South Af-
rican workers. The CAA was founded by
Paul Robeson, William Alphaeus Hunton,
and would later enjoy the membership of
DuBois.

During the course of the 1952-1956 De-
fiance Against Unjust Laws Campaign led
by the ANC, the Congress of Democrats,
the Natal Indian Congress, the Colored
People’s Organization, the Federation
of South African Women and the South
African Congress of Trade Unions devel-
oped tactics employed by South Africans
that would influence the mass Civil Rights
Movement of the late 1950s and 1960s.

Anti-apartheid struggle inspires U.S.
solidarity

In 1962 the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther

Mariela Castro Espin, Jeremiah Nyamane Kingsley Mamabolo, and
Rodolfo Reyes, speakers at Riverside Church, Feb. 8.

Cuban revolution and the struggle in
South Africa. She particularly noted
that after the Haitian Revolution, Black
liberation fighters were condemned as
terrorists.

After a musical interlude, noted civ-
il rights attorney Michael Tarif Warren
spoke about the Cuban 5. He recognized
that both Mandela and Fidel were attor-
neys who chose the road of revolution
instead of their profession. He saluted
particularly the internationalist combat-
ants among the imprisoned Cuban 5 —
Gerardo Hernandez, Fernando Gonzélez
and René Gonzalez.

The final speaker was Gail Walker,
co-executive director of the Interreli-
gious Foundation for Community Orga-
nization/Pastors for Peace, which is un-

der attack by the U.S. government. She
reminded the crowd that the CIA under
George H. W. Bush aided in arresting
Nelson Mandela, resulting in his 27-year
imprisonment. Walker noted Mandela’s
principled stance for his allies — assassi-
nated Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi,
Yasir Arafat and Fidel Castro. Like Man-
dela, IFCO did not shirk from its support
of Viva Palestina’s humanitarian aid to
the people of Gaza.

The evening ended with the singing
of “Guantanamera,” led by an audio
recording of the late folk singer Pete
Seeger, with lyrics by legendary Cuban
fighter José Marti. The meeting was
co-emceed by civil rights attorney Joan
Gibbs and Ike Nahem, from the July
26th Coalition.[]

King Jr. made a joint statement with the
then-ANC-President Chief Albert J. Lu-
tuli. King actively supported the strug-
gle of the South African people against
apartheid. (Electronic Intifada, March 25,
2007)

The statement reads, “In 1963 the UN
Special Committee against Apartheid was
established and one of the first letters the
committee received was from Martin Lu-
ther King, according to Nigerian ambas-
sador Leslie O. Harriman. Together with
the winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in
1960, the ANC leader Chief Albert J. Lu-
tuli, Martin Luther King made an ‘Appeal
for Action against Apartheid’ on Human
Rights Day, 10 December 1962.”

The appeal reads: “Nothing which we
have suffered at the hands of the govern-
ment has turned us from our chosen path
of disciplined resistance, said Chief Albert
J. Lutuli at Oslo. So there exists another
alternative — and the only solution which
represents sanity — transition to a society
based upon equality for all without regard
to color. Any solution founded on justice
is unattainable until the Government of
South Africa is forced by pressures, both
internal and external, to come to terms
with the demands of the non-white major-
ity. The apartheid republic is a reality to-
day only because the peoples and govern-
ments of the world have been unwilling to
place her in quarantine.”

On March 19, 1965, 750 people protest-
ed in New York City at the Chase Man-
hattan Bank on the fifth anniversary of
the Sharpeville massacre. The demon-
stration was organized by the Students
for a Democratic Society and gained the
support of the Student Nonviolent Coor-
dinating Committee, Congress on Racial
Equality, Pan-African Students Organi-
zation of the Americas and other orga-
nizations. The aim of the demonstration
was to demand withdrawal of financial
support for the apartheid regime by the
U.S.-based financial institution. (allaca-
demic.com)

In June 1967, a SNCC-led delegation
consisting of International Affairs Direc-
tor James Foreman and attorney How-
ard Moore attended an international

Mandela, the ANC and the
African-American struggle

conference in solidarity with the people
of Southern Africa in Kitwe, Zambia.
Forman later addressed the 4th Com-
mittee on Decolonization at the United
Nations where he expressed support for
the armed struggle in South Africa and
Rhodesia (later Zimbabwe). (“The Politi-
cal Thought of James Forman,” 1970)

By the mid-1980s, the solidarity move-
ment with South Africa inside the U.S.
had reached unprecedented levels. The
primary foci were a demand for total di-
vestment from corporations doing busi-
ness with South Africa, the isolation of
all racist South African business dealings
inside the U.S. and solidarity with the lib-
eration movements fighting settler-colo-
nialism in South Africa and Namibia.

Student organizations on campuses
throughout the U.S. began to take de-
cisive actions through demonstrations,
sit-ins and speaking engagements by
representatives of liberation movements.
Municipalities began to be pressured to
ban all economic and political dealings
with apartheid.

Organizations such as the Patrice
Lumumba Coalition in New York, the
U.S. Out of Southern Africa Network,
the American Committee on Africa, the
Pan-African Students Union and many
others took a leadership role in these
efforts. The work of such organizations
on the grassroots, academic, workplace
and legislative levels led to the passage of
the Anti-Apartheid Act of 1987, the first
federal legislative sanctions imposed on
apartheid South Africa.

When Nelson Mandela visited the U.S.
in June 1990 after being released from 27
years in prison, he was met with a tumul-
tuous welcome. In New York, Detroit and
other cities tens of thousands of African
Americans and other progressive forces
came out to see him and to express their
solidarity.

Memorial programs for Mandela have
been held throughout the country over
the last three months. There is much
to be learned from the struggles of the
South African people and the interna-
tional solidarity movement that grew up
in its defense. [
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People resist despite fraud and violence

By Teresa Gutierrez

The people of Honduras have much in
common with the rest of Latin America
and the Caribbean: a culture rich in art,
music and food in a land with warm, lov-
ing people.

Like many other nations in the Ameri-
cas, Honduras also suffers from extreme
violence against the working class, wide-
spread corruption from a greedy oligar-
chy, and capitalist economic domination
that squeezes the very lifeblood from the
masses.

This dire social situation stems from
centuries of colonial domination, espe-
cially by U.S. imperialism.

So in 2006, when then President Man-
uel “Mel” Zelaya of Honduras began to at-
tempt pro-worker policies in his country,
the Honduran masses wholeheartedly
embraced his administration.

The ruling oligarchy, however, com-
plicit with the U.S. government, would
have none of it. They refused to let the
Zelaya government proceed. In 2009,
Zelaya was illegally ousted from the
presidency by chicanery and the threat
of arms.

Coup planner Hernandez steals election

Fast forward to the 2013 presidential
election. Xiomara Castro de Zelaya ran a
massive pro-people and pro-worker cam-
paign for the presidency, along with vice
presidential candidate Juan Barahona, a
longtime revolutionary labor leader and
activist.

Huge demonstrations for Xiomara
and Barahona took place. Theirs was not
an ordinary campaign. It was a people’s
campaign, comprised of mass assemblies
where the issues pertinent to the working
class were taken up from a revolutionary
and anti-imperialist perspective. In fact,
Xiomara and Barahona in their cam-
paign speeches called for “democratic so-
cialism” for Honduras.

The election, however, with fraud rul-
ing the day, was again stolen from the im-
poverished masses.

On Jan. 27, the fraudulent president,
Juan Orlando Hernandez, was inaugu-
rated. This was a victory for Washington.

Some in the solidarity movement in
the U.S. call Hernandez “a dangerous
thug.” He was a major planner of the
2009 military coup. According to activ-
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The following is excerpted from a
talk by Cheryl LaBash, an organizer for
last summer’s Five Days for the Cuban
5 and co-chair of the National Network
on Cuba. LaBash highlighted the rela-
tionship between the struggle to free the
Cuban 5; the development of economic
solidarity structures throughout Latin
America and the Caribbean, particular-

ist and scholar Dana Frank, Hernandez
as president of Congress led a move to
illegally depose four members of the
Supreme Court and replace them with
judges loyal to him to make sure that
laws declared unconstitutional would
get passed again.

Sweeping violence against the people

Hernandez is a member of the ultra-
conservative National Party of Hondu-
ras. During his campaign he promised a
“soldier in every corner” and, according
to Frank, pushed for a 5,000-strong new
military police force.

These pronouncements take on a dead-
ly tone in light of the sweeping violence in
Honduras.

After the overthrow of Mel Zelaya’s
presidency, the movement rose up in
struggle. Byproducts of that movement
were the formation of the Freedom and
Refoundation Party (Libre) and the
National Front of Popular Resistance
(FNRP). Barahona and Xiomara have
been elected coordinator and co-coordi-
nator of the FNRP, respectively.

PEN Canada, along with PEN Inter-
national and the law faculty at the Uni-
versity of Toronto, document that since
the 2009 coup more than 30 Honduran
journalists have been killed. Most work
in a “climate of fear and self-censorship”
amid the “failure of both state and inter-
national mechanisms to investigate and
punish those responsible.” (pencanada.
ca, Jan. 23)

Hundreds of Libre members, Indig-
enous, union and campesino/a leaders
have also been threatened, beaten and
even killed with impunity. More than
70 lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der community members were Kkilled
between 2008 and 2012, according to a
Human Rights Watch report.

The message to the Honduran masses
is clear: Resist at the threat of death.

Courageous resistance continues

After the stolen election, the move-
ment in defense of the Honduran work-
ing class regrouped. Libre leaders — in-
cluding Mel Zelaya, Xiomara Castro and
Juan Barahona — outlined a fighting
plan. Zelaya, elected to Congress through
Libre, pledges to resist all the machina-
tions in that body. In fact, elected Libre
and other progressive Congress members

have already exposed the
“dictatorial” nature of [
congressional business.

Many, including Zelaya,
boycotted the inaugura-
tion and marched in the
streets instead.

Right  before the
Jan. 27 inauguration of
Hernandez, Barahona
said that “the FNRP was
born in the streets and
will continue to take to
the streets.”

Indeed, mass actions
took place the day of the
inauguration. Thousands gathered to
protest Hernandez’s stealing the election
in a mighty show of resistance.

In those streets were formations such
as the United Confederation of Workers
of Honduras (CUTH), which had called
on all its members to join the demon-
stration and picket the inauguration cer-
emony in protest of the “National Party
dictatorship.”

A statement issued by CUTH assert-
ed: “As workers we ask for international
solidarity in our struggle against the on-
slaught of anti-worker attacks and leg-
islation. In the over four years since the
2009 coup, more than 200 leaders have
been killed without any investigation in
Honduras. This dictatorship has taken
Honduras to new depths, with 20 people
killed violently each day and more than 5
million people (of a population of 8 mil-
lion) suffering from hunger on a daily
basis.”

In light of the repression, the contin-
ued struggle of the FNRP, Libre and all
the mass organizations of Indigenous,
Garifuna, women, LGBT and campes-
ino/a Hondurans is remarkable. Re-
pression breeds resistance, and the op-
pressed in Honduras and elsewhere will
continue to struggle for a better world.
Capitalism leaves the working class no
other choice.

Pentagon interference must stop

The heroic people of Honduras, like all
struggling and oppressed people world-
wide, need our solidarity. They especially
need solidarity because of the hidden but
continued Pentagon presence in Hondu-
ras.

Whether it was the coup against Mel
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Police threats can’t stop movement.

Zelaya, the election stolen from Xiomara
and Barahona, or the murder of resis-
tance leaders, the Pentagon not only
knows of these developments but must
secretly orchestrate much of this.

Every day, Honduras is becoming
more and more militarized, with the Pen-
tagon presence legitimized under Task
Force Bravo. Anti-war activists believe
that large numbers of special operations
units are present in Honduras, working
in conjunction with the U.S. Embassy.
U.S. imperialism has a deadly hand in
these events.

Immediately after his inauguration,
Hernandez announced big plans for so-
called anti-drug campaigns carried out
jointly with Washington, which U.S. Am-
bassador Lisa Kubiske wholeheartedly
embraced.

Washington’s “war on drugs” is noth-
ing but a cover for a war against the peo-
ple, especially those in resistance. The
war on drugs has meant more drugs in
the Black and Brown communities of the
U.S., because drugs and prisons are the
ruling class’ solution for the oppressed,
not jobs or education.

The drug war has already produced
deadly consequences in Honduras. In
2012, in the Ahuja region of the country,
four Indigenous people were shot and
killed from a helicopter in an action car-
ried out by the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration.

The continued Pentagon presence
makes crucial that the solidarity move-
ment continue its work in support of the
resistance in Honduras. The ruling class
might have been able to thwart the Xi-
omara-Barahona election, but it will nev-
er stop the Honduran people’s struggle. []

Debt, Cuba and Detroit

ly the Bolivarian Alliance for the People
of Our Americas; and the U.S. trade and
travel blockade. A video of her complete
talk is at workers.org, along with a link
to a message from René Gonzalez on
behalf of the Cuban 5.

What the Cuban Revolution has ac-
complished and what it continues to
stand for grows out of its firm commit-
ment to socialism and historical analysis.
In 1985, before the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the dismantling of the social-
ist camp, Fidel Castro gave an interview
to the Mexican newspaper Excelsior on
how the unpayable foreign debt of Latin
America and the rest of the Third World
could and should be canceled. He raised
the pressing need for a new international
economic order.

As we engage in today’s struggle over
the debt in Detroit, we are reminded of
Fidel's question in 1985 in relation to op-

pressed countries in Latin America and
the Caribbean. “Who is paying compen-
sation for the deliberate destruction of
our peoples’ lives and riches?” he asked.
Similar to what we saw in Detroit in the
run-up to the 2008 crash, loans were
pushed on these countries. Fidel wrote:
“There was so much money that the mon-
eylenders, the banks, went running after
debtors, offering them loans. The usual
situation was reversed; generally, it's the
debtors who go to the banks to ask for
loans, but ... the bankers went around
looking for debtors in order to lend them
money at interest rates that were much
lower than they are now — that is, money
was lent at lower interest rates, and much
higher interest is charged now.”
Capitalist development and economic
programs, whether in Latin America or
Detroit, bypass the needs of the people
and the human right to quality education,

health care and housing, subordinating
them to enriching the profit margin.

In 1997, the Cuban union movement
held one of many conferences opposing
the “free trade” agreements. Dr. Oswaldo
Martinez Martinez opened the confer-
ence saying:

“Neoliberal globalization has global-
ized exclusion, exploitation and social
distress. We need to globalize our resis-
tance. ... By means of unity of action let’s
put an end to the system that enriches 10
percent of humanity but degrades and
condemns the other 90 percent.”

The Cuban 5 and their families are call-
ing for a jury of millions, including you,
to free them. René Gonzalez addressed
the recent meeting of the Community of
Latin American and Caribbean States on
the importance of supporting the third
Five Days for the Cuban 5 in Washington,
D.C., this summer.[]
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Washington’s new cold war

Imperialist politics and the Olympics

By Fred Goldstein

This is the age of imperialism. The
Olympic Games cannot escape being
drawn into the major contemporary
struggles playing out in world politics.

At present the U.S. imperialists are
locked in a geopolitical struggle with
Russia over Syria, Iran, Ukraine, control
over the former Soviet republics, the mil-
itary balance of power in Europe, the safe
harbor Moscow gave to Edward Snowden
and a host of other issues.

The fact is that when the USSR col-
lapsed in 1991, the White House, the Pen-
tagon, and the bankers and bosses in the
U.S. were looking forward to absorbing
the former USSR with its republics into
the Western imperialist system of cap-
italism. They were salivating over the
oil and gas resources, the coal, the steel
mills, the gold mines of the former USSR
and the republics, including the agricul-
tural wealth of Ukraine.

Things seemed to be going in that di-
rection for several years after the coun-
terrevolution. The presidency was put in
the hands of U.S. puppet Boris Yeltsin,
the coup maker who dissolved the USSR.
The socialist industrial infrastructure
built up over 75 years was broken up and
given to a handful of capitalist billion-
aires. Russia was opened up to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, and U.S. advis-
ers were invited to administer economic
“shock therapy.”

Putin & the new Russian capitalist class

Then Vladimir Putin came in and took
over. He represented the rising Rus-
sian capitalist robbers who wanted to
reclaim the world status gained by the
USSR when it was a socialist power —
except this time it would be on the basis
of expanding Russian capitalism and its
regional domination over the former re-
publics of the USSR, including Ukraine.
Putin tried to put an end to Russian capi-
talism’s dependence on and subservience
to Wall Street and Washington.

Washington’s policy began to shift dra-
matically in a hostile direction. NATO was
expanded to the borders of Russia. The
Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia and Lithu-
ania became Western outposts on Russia’s
border. Poland, the Czech Republic, Slova-
kia and Romania also joined NATO.

The U.S. announced plans to build a
missile system with land- and destroy-
er-based Aegis missiles. The intent of
such systems is to allow the U.S. to retain
its first-strike capacity against Russia.
The construction of this system has al-
ready started in Spain and Romania, and
is scheduled to also involve Poland.

It is in this context that the publicity
and politics surrounding the Sochi Olym-
pics must be viewed.

U.S. tries to tarnish Sochi

The present games have been sur-
rounded, at least in the U.S. and Europe,
with U.S.-generated negative publicity. It

is calculated to discredit Russia and un-
dermine the enhanced world status that
the reactionary, counterrevolutionary
capitalist ruling class in Moscow seeks as
host of the games.

Regular anti-terrorist warnings have
been coming from Washington, peak-
ing just before the opening of the games
when the U.S. issued a “travel alert” for
Sochi. Special security regulations were
issued barringall liquids from U.S. planes
bound for Sochi. U.S. press reports for
several days warned that alleged “Black
Widow” Islamic women terrorists were
“known” to be targeting the Olympics.

It was announced that President
Barack Obama and Michelle Obama
would not attend any ceremonies at the
Olympics because of the anti-gay laws
passed by the Russian Parliament prior
to the Olympics. A number of prominent
U.S. gay athletes were chosen as dele-
gates to the games to sound a note of de-
fiance against the anti-gay posture of the
Putin regime.

Of course, the Putin regime is not just
anti-gay; it is thoroughly anti-working
class as well. The Russian parliament
just passed a minimum wage law that is
below the poverty level. Workers’ strikes
are repressed. There is homelessness and
poverty in urban and rural areas alike.

The lesbian, gay, bi, trans and queer
community in the U.S. and throughout
the world has exercised its right and duty
to protest this reactionary treatment of

gay people in Russia, by whatever means
necessary. The International Olympic
Committee has forbidden open protest.
The 10C used a ruling forbidding politi-
cal gestures of protest that was passed in
1968 after two African-American med-
alists, Tommie Smith and John Carlos,
raised their fists in the Black Power sa-
lute at the Mexico Olympics to protest
racism in the U.S.

Protests by the LGBTQ movement and
their supporters, no matter whether they
are encouraged and supported by the
U.S. government, are wholly genuine and
completely justified.

But with respect to the U.S. imperial-
ist government, everyone should be clear
that Washington is purely hypocritical
in its expressions of sympathy for the
LGBTQ community.

There are 14 states in the U.S. that
still have laws on the books outlawing
gay sex, even though the Supreme Court
declared such laws unconstitutional in
2003. Eight states have laws prohibit-
ing any objective treatment of gay life in
the classroom. And numerous states ban
same-sex marriage.

Yet the Obama administration has
been totally inactive about these viola-
tions. These U.S. anti-gay laws should be
protested in Sochi, as well as in the U.S.

Washington has highlighted Russia’s
anti-gay legislation not out of concern

Continued on page 11

U.S. officials caught in Ukraine plot

By John Catalinotto

U.S. spying devices record phone calls
of enemies, allies, neutrals and bystand-
ers alike. Do U.S. officials think no one
records their own calls?

It seems that one such call was record-
ed and leaked to the Internet. It revealed
much about U.S. and European Union
imperialist intervention in Ukraine as
well U.S.-EU tactical differences.

On Feb. 6, Victoria Nuland, U.S. as-
sistant secretary of state for European
affairs, discovered that someone consid-
ered her recent phone discussion with
the U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, Geof-
frey Pyatt, too frank and pithy to remain
in the archives.

First of all, their conversation showed
Washington considered it perfectly nor-
mal and reasonable not only to have an
opinion on who among the Ukrainian
contenders should run the country, but
to intervene to make sure a U.S. favor-
ite won. In addition, it showed that the
U.S. is contemptuous of the role of its EU
partners, who are also imperialist rivals.

In December, after handing out pas-
tries to opposition demonstrators in
Kiev, Nuland returned to boast to a
Ukrainian-American group in Washing-
ton that the U.S. had invested $5 billion
in establishing a Western-friendly gov-
ernment in Ukraine.

It is worthwhile to listen to the Nu-
land-Pyatt chat, which is still easily
available all over the Internet. Her frank
“F... the EU” got the most media play,
but more revealing than her apparent
frustration with EU tactics was her mat-
ter-of-fact attitude toward manipulating
Ukrainian politics.

Nuland and the U.S. diplomat dis-
cussed various leaders of the official
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Ukraine leftists demonstrate at U.S. Embassy: ‘No to oligarchs and fascists.’

rightist opposition in Ukraine — ex-
cluding the fascist Svoboda and other
neo-Nazi parties. Nuland particular-
ly disliked letting the ex-heavyweight
boxing champion, Vitaly Klitschko,
play a leading role. Klitschko is consid-
ered close to German Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel, and it is assumed he has EU
backing. (Der Spiegel, Dec. 10)

Nuland’s comments also unleashed
a defensive reaction from EU politi-
cians. Merkel called Nuland’s comments
“completely unacceptable.” EU diplo-
mats — including a senior German dip-
lomat, Helga Schmid — complained to
the European Union envoy in Kiev about
“unfair” U.S. criticism of Europe’s diplo-
macy. That phone conversation was also
recorded and broadcast.

The EU reacted mainly to insist that
its intervention in Ukraine was just as
effective as Washington’s. No one even

tried to deny that both imperialist blocs
were pushing to sever Ukraine’s close
economic ties with Russia and move
Ukraine under Western imperialist
domination.

As we made clear in our last article
on Ukraine, the revival of capitalist re-
lations in Ukraine and Russia since 1991
has virtually collapsed the Ukrainian
economy. Currently the country is on
the verge of declaring bankruptcy and
failing to pay its debts, and its popula-
tion has declined by 6 million, mostly
migrant workers who went to Europe or
Russia.

Citing instability in Kiev, the Russian
government has withdrawn its offer of
$15 billion to help Ukraine pay its debts.
Meanwhile the EU is offering nothing
substantial but demands that Ukraine
open its markets to EU goods, impose
austerity and borrow more money.

Fascist anti-Russian groups have been
more and more active in the streets, bat-
tling the government’s police.

Left group demonstrates
gainst imperialism

Some Ukrainians are beginning to fight
back. One group, Borotba (Struggle), de-
scribes itself as representing four or five
anti-capitalist and anti-racist groups,
including former members of the youth
organization of the Communist Party of
Ukraine. They organized demonstrations
at both the U.S and British embassies in
Kiev on Feb. 5 and 6, respectively. The
main slogans were “Ukraine is no colo-
ny,” “Against the oligarchs and fascists”
and “No civil war in Ukraine.”

In a statement at the U.S. Embassy
protest, Borotba said of Western politi-
cians:

“At present they brutally interfere in
Ukrainian domestic affairs, pushing us
into the abyss of civil war. Some Western
politicians — baroness Catherine Ashton,
Czech ‘euro-commissioner’ Stefan Fule,
ex-president of Poland Alexander Kvas-
nevskiy, U.S. right-wing senator John
McCain, Irish neoliberal Patrick Cox and
a number of other high-ranking officials
— visit Ukraine nearly every week to in-
timidate corrupted officials in the Yanu-
kovych government and to lend full sup-
port to the right-wing opposition.

“The ambassadors of the leading EU
countries and the U.S. don't feel embar-
rassed to visit personally the bases of
the ‘Right Sector’ to express their favor
to these Nazi militants — those who un-
leash street violence and torture innocent
people in Ukraine. There is no doubt that
they give not only full moral support (thus
legitimizing Nazism) but actually finance
civil war in Ukraine.” (borotba.org) ]
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Global warning

very year banks and corporations
E spend billions of dollars — wealth
extracted from hundreds of
millions of workers around the world —
to fund scientific and technical research.
This is done not out of a desire to cure
disease, improve humanity’s well-being
or save the planet. It is done so that
new profit-making ventures can be
generated, so that some new advantage
can be gained in the capitalist world of
cutthroat competition for the highest
profits.

With all this science at their disposal,
one might wonder why the wizards of
high finance, the captains of industry,
the corporate titans who rule over the
world dismiss the universal chorus of
climate scientists who are warning of
the dire consequences of human-caused
global warming.

After all, the evidence that the
scientific community has presented
is overwhelming. Huge glaciers are
melting at an accelerating rate, threat-
ening the fresh water supply of millions
of people in Asia. Droughts in Russia in
2010 caused crop failures and wildfires
that killed 15,000 people. A heat wave
generated huge swarms of locusts that
swept through China. Year after year
wildfires are raging in Australia. A
drought in Brazil caused the water level
of the Amazon to drop by 15 feet.

Satellite images have confirmed that
huge areas of sea ice in the Arctic Ocean
have melted. The ice used to reflect the
sun’s rays. The new, ever-growing patch-
es of dark liquid water shown in these
images mean that the ocean is being
warmed at an accelerated rate, which
affects life both in the sea and on land.

Monsoons have migrated westward,
flooding areas of land that have not
experienced them before, such as the
upper Indus valley in Pakistan.

Even the current, unprecedented,
bitterly cold temperatures and record
snowfalls in the Midwest and down
the Atlantic coast to Florida have their
roots in global warming, as new “polar
vortexes” drive cold air south and warm
air north.

And then there are the super-storms
— hurricanes and typhoons that have
killed thousands and devastated the
homes and lives of millions. Katrina,
Irene, Sandy — climatologists have
linked the frequency and ferocity of

these storms to the global rise in tem-
peratures and the water evaporation
this causes, which in turn increases
the intensity of these storms. Super-ty-
phoon Haiyan in November killed
10,000 people in the Philippines and
devastated the lives of 9 million more.

So why do the corporate giants not
only ignore scientists’ warnings and
public outrage about global warming,
but instead create and fund huge cam-
paigns to discredit it?

To start with, it helps to understand
that capitalism and imperialism are
a global economic and social system
based on the production and sale of
commodities and the accumulation of
finance capital (money). Coal, oil and
natural gas are mined and refined by
human labor and sold on the market,
generating trillions in profits. And the
profits generated by each commodity at
a particular time rule the market. The
entire economy is shackled to the capi-
talist market. No overall plan to benefit
either humanity or the planet could
ever take hold in this market, since that
would stand in the way of increasing
profits.

But the earth’s climate is not a com-
modity. Yes, it has been and is being ter-
ribly impacted by capitalist production,
but it cannot be bought and sold, cannot
be exchanged for other commodities,
cannot create a profit. So cries for its
protection and regeneration are ignored
on Wall Street.

Fracking, shale oil, deforestation —
these money-making exploits are what
grab the corporations’ attention, not
warnings of disaster. Even if ocean
water laps up to the front steps of their
stock exchange, as it nearly did during
Hurricane Sandy, profit and gain trump
any other concerns of the big capitalists.

Reversing the devastating path of
global warming is a staggering chal-
lenge, far beyond the capabilities of an
economic system which thrives on the
anarchy of the capitalist market and its
drive for superprofits.

The productive forces must be owned
and run by the workers and marshaled
to fulfill human and environmental
needs. Only a planned economy — a
socialist system — can meet these
challenges. And only the determined
struggle of the workers and oppressed
will achieve it.[]

Read more from WW on the web

Workers World publishes more articles to the web than we can fit in the print edition.
The following articles were web-published in recent weeks.

They can be found at www.workers.org just by typing the title of the article into the search area.

» Pete Seeger: Folk musician, anti-capitalist fighter by caleb Maupin

» Ten arrested in Georgia guv’s office by Dianne Mathiowetz

Why Debbie Dogskin died

As propane prices soar, 25 states
have declared an energy emergency,
but it came too late for Debbie Dogskin.
And it’s not just the extreme cold that
puts thousands of poor people at risk.

By Betsey Piette

Debbie Dogskin, an Indigenous wom-
an in her fifties, froze to death in a mo-
bile home after the propane tank ran dry.
This tragedy has shed a light on the grow-
ing propane shortages and price gouging
that are impacting impoverished rural
communities across the U.S.

Dogskin fell asleep and died on Feb.
4 when temperatures inside the house
where she was staying dropped to 1 de-
gree below zero. She lived on the Stand-
ing Rock Indian Reservation, which
straddles North and South Dakota.

After prices skyrocketed this winter, a
state of emergency had recently been de-
clared by tribal leaders because fixed-in-
come residents of about 5,000 homes
heated by propane could no longer afford
the fuel.

By the end of January, the average U.S.
residential price for propane was $3.90
per gallon — more than double that of a
year ago and the highest since the U.S.
Energy Information Administration start-
ed tracking prices in 1990. In some areas,
prices have skyrocketed from $1.50 to $5.
On the Standing Rock Indian Reservation,
which depends on propane being trucked
in, prices peaked at $4.65 a gallon.

Federal budget cuts have also reduced
funding for fuel assistance by 40 percent
over the past few years. A program to help
low-income families on the reservation
had shrunk by $1 million since last winter.

The Washington-based Propane Edu-
cation and Research Council estimates
that over 14 million families in the U.S.
use propane to power furnaces, water
heaters, air conditioners, grills, fireplac-
es and appliances. Propane is also used
by 865,000 farms to fuel heaters that
dry crops and warm animal enclosures,
and run irrigation pumps and other farm
equipment.

Shortages in the midst of plenty

Propane is made from processing
crude oil and natural gas. The shale gas
boom has brought a glut of domestic pro-
pane to the Northeast, Southwest and
most recently to the Bakken shale region
of North Dakota and Montana. Ironically,
this is not far from where Dogskin died.

Over the last decade, fracking for nat-
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ural gas was promoted on the basis that
it would produce sufficient energy sup-
plies to lessen reliance on imported fu-
els. Widespread promotion of fracking
resulted in overproduction of natural
gas, driving prices down while greatly
reducing imports from foreign sources
that could not compete.

However, the inherent capitalist drive
for profits also prompted energy com-
panies to ship more U.S.-produced fuel
overseas, where they can get a higher
price, thus cutting into readily available
domestic supplies. Exports of U.S.-pro-
duced propane soared to 9.1 million bar-
rels in August 2013 — nearly double the
amount shipped abroad the year before.

Another significant contributing factor
to the propane shortages in the Midwest
has been that the transport infrastructure
is overrun with oil shipments. Increased
production of crude oil from fracking in
Canada, Texas and North Dakota has re-
sulted in a 400 percent increase in crude-
by-rail shipments since 2005. The North
Dakota Mineral Resources Department
estimates that in 2014 around 90 per-
cent of the state’s crude oil production
— almost 1 million barrels per day — will
move by freight rail.

Trains entering the region also carry
boxcars filled with sand to shale fields
in North Dakota. “It takes 25 railcars of
sand, on average, to frack one well,” says
Bryan Shinn, U.S. Silica’s chief execu-
tive. (Wall Street Journal, Dec. 2, 2013)

Crude-by-rail shipments are also a
contributing factor to propane shortages
in the Northeast. In July 2013, a fiery rail
disaster resulted from the derailment of
a train carrying crude oil in Lac-Megan-
tic, Quebec. The derailment led to a ban
on the movement of hazardous materials
through the town, essentially cutting off
a major route that transported propane
to Maine, where 70 to 90 percent of the
propane used had arrived by rail via
Quebec.

Another factor cited for the propane
shortages is repairs to the Cochin pro-
pane pipeline that services the Upper
Midwest. However, Kinder Morgan Inc.,
which operates the Cochin, says that
shipments of propane to terminals in
North Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa more
than tripled in November 2013.

Crisis used to deregulate transport

In response to the propane shortag-
es, officials in 25 states have declared
energy emergencies related to propane
shipments. In Michigan and five other
states, governors signed executive orders
exempting truck drivers from state and
federal limits on how many hours and
consecutive days they can drive com-
mercial motor vehicles.

This is sure to increase the risk of ac-
cidents and injuries on the road but will
do little to stop the export of domestic
propane or decrease overproduction of
crude oil and gas that is clogging up rail
transport. The executive orders also fail
to stem the all-too-obvious price gouging
by dealers taking advantage of a colder
than usual winter to get as much profit as
possible during the shortage.

It doesn’t have to be this way. Since
2005, Venezuela has donated more than
235 million gallons of heating oil to more
than 1.8 million people in the U.S. On
Feb. 5, the CITGO-Venezuela Heating
Oil Program announced the launch of
its ninth annual shipment of oil to assist
families, homeless shelters and Native
tribes in 25 states.

Were it not for U.S. corporations’ drive
for profits, Debbie Dogskin could be alive

today. ]
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Claiming humanitarian goals

Pentagon intervention in Africa grows

By Abayomi Azikiwe
Editor, Pan-African News Wire

Developments in Central and East Af-
rica have dominated news coverage of
Africa since December. The split with-
in the ruling Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement/Army (SPLM/A), a close ally
of Washington, and the deployment of
French and African troops in the Central
African Republic have led to an escalation
of Pentagon involvement in these states.

The U.S. Defense Department has an-
nounced the formation of an East Afri-
can Response Force (EARF). This new
unit is part of the U.S. Africa Command
(Africom), which has been strengthened
under President Barack Obama.

A recent drone attack in southern So-
malia is representative of the growing
aggression of Washington in Africa. The
government of Djibouti, a former French
colony where the U.S. has over 4,000 sol-
diers at Camp Lemonnier, released a state-
ment saying that such strikes are “vital”
in the so-called “war on terrorism.” The
drone strike was launched from a Penta-
gon military installation in Djibouti.

Prior to the creation of the EARF, the
U.S. operated in the region under the
framework of the Combined Joint Task
Force-Horn of Africa.

U.S. Brigadier-General Wayne Grigs-
by, commander of CJTF-HOA, claims
his forces are in East Africa only to assist
governments in their military campaigns
to defeat the “terrorist threat” posed by

Al-Shabaab, a Somalia-based guerrilla
organization that has fought the Wash-
ington-backed regime in Mogadishu for
the last six years.

But Grigsby also admitted, “The pur-
pose is to protect the United States and
its interests abroad.” (Shabelle Media
Network, Feb. 7) East and Central Africa
have a vast repository of oil, natural gas
and strategic minerals.

U.S. role in South Sudan and CAR

Africom’s EARF has been utilized in
the current conflict in the Republic of
South Sudan. A contingent of the unit
was deployed there to evacuate U.S. Em-
bassy personnel and to guard U.S. eco-
nomic interests.

A significant factor in the South Sudan
conflict has been the intervention of the
Ugandan People’s Defense Force, which
sided with the government of President
Salva Kiir. The Ugandan government is
a very close ally of the U.S., and its mil-
itary has benefited for years from Pen-
tagon training programs and weapons
procurement.

On Jan. 23, a cessation of hostilities
agreement was signed by the SPLM/A
and the SPLM/A in Opposition, the fac-
tion represented by ousted Vice Presi-
dent Riek Machar. It called for the with-
drawal of Ugandan troops from South
Sudan. The dissident SPLM/A in Opposi-
tion, however, says the UPDF is carrying
out aerial bombings and ground opera-
tions in contested areas.

Washington’s new cold war

Imperialist politics & the Olympics

Continued from page 9

over LGBTQ rights, but because its geo-
political rival is completely vulnerable
due to these backward, reactionary an-
ti-gay laws.

Meanwhile, persecution of the fierc-
est kind faces gay people in Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt and many other close allies of
Washington.

In Ukraine right now Nazis from the
Svoboda Party are in the streets denounc-
ing communists, Jews and gays; they
are part of the U.S.-inspired movement
to overthrow the government and bring
Ukraine under the domination of the U.S.
and Europe. But there have been no press
conferences or news reports by Washing-
ton denouncing the Svoboda Party.

Class character of the Cold War

Many political observers have re-
ferred to the current U.S.-Russia con-
flict as the new cold war. This is correct
but incomplete. The present struggle
between U.S. imperialism and Russian
capitalism might have many of the same
geopolitical forms as the Cold War be-
tween the U.S. and the USSR. But it has
diametrically opposite social content.

The previous Cold War was a class
war between two opposing social sys-
tems. The present cold war is between
a weakened capitalist Russia trying to
hold on to the geopolitical position it in-
herited from the Soviet era in relation to
Syria and Ukraine, among others, and
trying to cement its hold on the former
republics in a regional economic union.

The previous Cold War was a 45-year
campaign to destroy the socialist foun-
dation of the USSR — its socially owned

planned economy with a state monopoly
of foreign trade and economic and social
guarantees for the working class. Impe-
rialism sought to end Soviet aid to Cuba
and to the liberation struggles in South
Africa, Namibia, Angola and Ethiopia.
Rather than having an empire in East-
ern Europe, the USSR subsidized oil and
gas supplies to the region.

The USSR gave aid to numerous
post-colonial countries to help them
stave off the domination of imperialist
neoliberalism. It built construction proj-
ects, including the Aswan Dam in Egypt
and the first steel mill in India, among
others.

To the businessmen, rich farmers
and their supporters in the streets of
Ukraine who want to align with U.S. and
European capitalism, the Soviet Union
represented “an empire” because under
the Soviet regime their class privileges
were outlawed and they had to be under-
ground.

Understanding the politics around the
games must take into account the pres-
ent geopolitical rivalry between U.S. im-
perialism and Russian capitalism.

While the working class must devel-
op an independent position that fights
against both U.S. imperialism and Rus-
sian capitalism, it would be a setback if
Wall Street were to strengthen its world
domination by taking over Russia or
any of the former republics, especially
Ukraine.

Goldstein is the author of “Low-Wage
Capitalism” and “Capitalism at a Dead
End,” which has been translated into
Spanish as “El capitalismo en un calle-
jon sin salida.” Both are available on
Amazon.

In the Central African Republic, the
U.S. has been assisting with the trans-
port of French and African troops into
the country. The forced resignation of in-
terim President Michel Djotodia and the
Seleka Coalition and his replacement by
Catherine Samba-Panza have not stabi-
lized the political and security situation.
Anti-Muslim mobs both within the CAR
military and among Christian militias
have engaged in attacks on Islamic com-
munities, seriously injuring and killing
many people.

A spokesperson for U.S. Secretary of
Defense Chuck Hagel said airlift support
was requested “to enable African forces
to deploy promptly to prevent the fur-
ther spread of sectarian violence in the
Central African Republic.” The Pentagon
assistant press secretary stated, “The
United States is joining the international
community in this effort because of our
belief that immediate action is required
to avert a humanitarian and human
rights catastrophe in the Central African
Republic, and because of our interest in
peace and security in the region.” (Stars
and Stripes, Jan. 22)

No ‘humanitarian’ military intervention

The intervention of both France and
the U.S., however, has only worsened the

conditions for people in the CAR. Tens
of thousands of Muslims are fleeing the
country to neighboring Chad, as divi-
sions are becoming more pronounced
based on religious differences and per-
ceptions of political power.

The United Nations Security Council
has authorized the deployment of Euro-
pean Union troops to the CAR, but there
is no evidence this will stabilize the
situation.

The growing French, U.S. and EU mil-
itary involvement in Africa is designed to
secure Western imperialist dominance
over the oil, diamonds, gold and urani-
um that exist in abundance in the CAR
and South Sudan.

The imperialists are creating the con-
ditions for the deterioration of the soci-
eties involved, and with their false pro-
paganda about humanitarian assistance,
are providing further rationale for an
even heavier military occupation.

Anti-war and anti-imperialist orga-
nizations in the U.S. must oppose these
so-called “humanitarian interventions”
because they are acts of war and mili-
tary occupation. Resources utilized for
these imperialist operations would be
better served to put people in the U.S.
back to work with jobs that pay a living

wage. []

French workers stage

148 strikes

By G. Dunkel

The largest and most militant of
France’s five major trade union confeder-
ations, the CGT, filed 148 “strike notices”
for actions to take place on Feb. 6. The
unions hit growing income inequality
and raised concerns about employment,
wages, working conditions, public ser-
vices and benefits. They called for “an-
other division of society’s wealth.”

These protests are a response to the
French government’s decision to institute
a policy of even more rigorous austerity.

The CGT accused the government of
giving the bosses between 30 and 50 bil-
lion euros (from $42 billion to $67 billion
in U.S. currency) while imposing austeri-
ty on workers.

Most of the strikes were short. None
lasted more than a day. In cities like Par-
is, where 16,000 workers marched, this
enabled workers to take part in marches
and demonstrations on a workday with-
out risking their jobs.

Some 35,000 workers marched in
Marseilles “for jobs, against unemploy-
ment and part-time, temporary jobs.” In
Strasbourg, one of the cities where the
European Union Parliament meets, the
workers demanded “a halt to austerity,
keep us working.” Thousands marched
in Lyons and Nice; other cities had out-
pourings in the hundreds. At Le Havre, a
Channel port, dockworkers burned tires
and threw rocks at the office of the port
authority. (Agence France Presse, Oct. 6)

Beyond making political demands
on the French state to end its pro-boss
policies, the CGT called for raising the
minimum wage, currently around $12 an
hour. (cgt.fr)

Feb. 6 was a big success for the CGT,
drawing together workers from many
different industries and sectors, but did
not get much support from other French
unions.

A major issue in the European labor
movement has been the struggle against
the harsh and demanding working con-
ditions in Amazon’s logistic centers
in France and Germany. Amazon has
9,000 employees in France and 23,000
in Germany, its largest operation outside
the U.S.

Struggle against Amazon

In June 2013, Amazon workers in
Saran, France, had struck over work-
ing conditions, low pay and the stress
of working a whole shift at top speed.
A book about the shocking and horrible
conditions in Amazon written by French
journalist Jean-Baptiste Malet, who did
a stint working for the company, has
been selling well.

German workers at Amazon, orga-
nized by the large Ver.di union, walked
out during the holiday rush, leading the
company to threaten to move its centers
to Poland. Ver.di recently announced it
was talking to Polish unions, leading to
speculation that Amazon’s intransigence
could lead to a pan-European trade
union.

On Feb. 6, the CGT section that is orga-
nizing inside Amazon held actions at all
four logistic centers. At the Amazon facil-
ity at Sevrey, some 75 miles north of Lyon,
about a hundred workers organized a
blockade of the facility, keeping big trucks
from either entering or leaving.

A clip from TV 3 showed empty truck
docks. The blockade was maintained for
over five hours, with many women and
African workers participating. Amazon
filed a complaint about the CGT inter-
fering with the “freedom to work.” Alain
Jeault, a CGT delegate and spokesper-
son for the strikers, explained that
the workers took this drastic step be-
cause Amazon violated labor laws and
regulations. ]
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Combaten austeridad y opresion
Lunes de Moral - movimiento dinamico

Por Saladin Muhammad

Los Lunes de Moral en Carolina del
Norte tienen una historia particular que
necesita ser entendida para reconocer
sus objetivos politicos y la dinamica para
empujarlos como una campafia de masas
y un movimiento social de derechos hu-
manos.

Las criticas provenientes de muchos
progresistas sobre los movimientos so-
ciales a menudo se basan en lo que esta
escrito por los medios de comunicacion
corporativa sin mediar ningun tipo de
contacto con las fuerzas progresistas y de
izquierda que estén activas en esos mov-
imientos. También tienden a analizar los
movimientos sociales como si hubiera
una sola tendencia politica permanente
y las otras tendencias no fueran mas que
seguidores; como un movimiento sin lu-
chas internas, con estrategias e iniciati-
vas independientes.

Cierto. Hay muchos que ven la cam-
pafia de los Lunes de Moral (LM) prin-
cipalmente como una lucha contra el
control del Partido Republicano de la leg-
islatura estatal y como parte de una es-
trategia electoral para preparar una base
del Partido Demdcrata para las préximas
elecciones estatales y nacionales. Esto es
claramente una de las tendencias fuertes,
pero no es la Unica tendencia activa en
la configuracién de la direcciéon de los
Lunes de Moral.

Los LM surgieron del movimiento
de la Asamblea Popular conocida como
Historicos Miles en la Calle Jones (siglas
en inglés HKOJ ) que se formé en febre-
ro del 2007. Las masas populares negras
son el ancla social de la HKOJ, aunque su
composicion y programa es mas amplio.

El Rev. William Barber 11, presiden-
te estatal de la NAACP de Carolina del
Norte (NC), junto a otras/os que partic-
ipan en las luchas por la justicia social y
econémica y los derechos humanos, se
movilizaron para convocar a una Asam-
blea Popular en febrero del 2007 donde
se desarroll6 un programa de 14 puntos
y surgié la coalicion HKOJ, que incluye
las 120 filiales de la NAACP en NC y 150
organizaciones comunitarias, laborales y
de justicia social.

La HKOJ comenz6 a convocar mov-
ilizaciones anuales a la Asamblea Gen-
eral de Carolina del Norte cada mes de
febrero, declarédndola la Casa del Pueblo
y pidiéndole a las/os legisladores que im-
plementen el programa de la Asamblea
Popular. El liderazgo del Rev. Barbery las
movilizaciones HKOJ comenzaron a rad-
icalizarse y transformar a muchas de las
120 filiales de la NAACP de NC y fue re-
clutada un ala grande y activa de jovenes.

La HKOJ y sus demandas en la Asam-
blea General se iniciaron cuando los
democratas tenian la mayoria en la Leg-
islatura estatal. Un fallo de la Organi-
zacion Internacional del Trabajo (OIT),
una agencia de la Organizacion de Na-
ciones Unidas, en una denuncia presen-
tada por la Campafa Internacional de
Justicia Laboral iniciada por el sindicato
de Electricistas Unidos (UE), encontré
que Carolina del Norte estaba fuera del
cumplimiento de los convenios y tratados
internacionales al negar a las/os traba-
jadores del sector publico los derechos

de negociacién colectiva. Tras la senten-
cia, un proyecto de ley fue presentado
a la Asamblea Legislativa de Carolina
del Norte por un aliado en el Partido
Demdcrata, pidiendo la derogacién de la
prohibicién de los derechos de negocia-
cion colectiva para las/os trabajadores
del sector publico.

A pesar de que el Partido Demécra-
ta era la mayoria, y que el apoyo para el
proyecto de ley fue demostrado por sindi-
catos y muchas organizaciones comuni-
tarias y de los movimientos sociales, el
proyecto nunca llegé a votacién por la
Asamblea General. Esta claro para mu-
chas/os en la campafia de LM, que el Par-
tido Demécrata no esté a favor de darle
poder a la clase obrera contra las fuerzas
del capital que en gran parte dictan y dan
forma a las politicas del Estado.

Estrategia y tacticas

La campafia de los Lunes de Moral ha
movilizado a miles para despojar el con-
cepto de “agenda moral” de la derecha
religiosa, cuyo llamado es racista, sexis-
ta, homofébico, xenofébico y divisivo y
trata de apelar principalmente a la clase
trabajadora blanca. Los LM han inyect-
ado una teologia de la liberacion, crean-
do un ministerio social popular que esta
radicalizando a muchos lideres religiosos
como parte de la lucha contra los neo-
fascistas que no sélo tienen una base en
las legislaturas estatales y el Congreso
de EE.UU,, sino que también tienen una
base social en la clase trabajadora blanca
gue ha venido aumentando y movilizan-
dose durante la administracion Obama.

El siguiente paso en el argumento
moral serd desafiar al sistema capital-
ista como lo hizo el Dr. King. Los LM
deben abrazar la demanda por los dere-
chos humanos, elevando las demandas
de justicia social por encima de las leyes
del imperialismo estadounidense y al ex-
igirlos, se coloca la lucha en un contexto
internacional.

Una parte importante de la estrategia
de la HKOJ que aun no se ha implemen-
tado es la construccion de asambleas
populares locales en todas las grandes
ciudades y condados para reunir a las
fuerzas por la justicia social como in-
fraestructura de un movimiento popular.
Esto ayudaria a construir el poder basa-
do en las masas para lograr un impacto
no so6lo en los distritos politicos legislati-
vos y locales, sino también para constru-
ir organizaciones y solidaridad, que a su
vez empoderaria al pueblo que trabaja en
y depende de las instituciones sociales y
econdmicas en las que se llevan a cabo las
politicas del Estado .

La fase de desobediencia civil que re-
sulté en el arresto de 941 activistas de LM
fue una tactica muy importante. Algunos
lo vieron como la réplica de una tactica
del Movimiento por los Derechos Civiles
del Sur dirigido por el Dr. King para dar-
le una conexién politica histérica. Otras/
os lo vieron y participaron en él como
tactica para ayudar a elevar el nivel de
militancia de la lucha de masas, asi como
para exponer el aumento de la represion
y la funcién del Estado en el impulso de
politicas de austeridad, negando los dere-
chos democraticos y constitucionales a
los movimientos populares.

Los juicios de unos 50 de las/os ar-
restados por participar en los LM han
ayudado a exponer el papel represivo del
Estado. Demostraron como las agencias
de la policia venian secretamente a las re-
uniones de los LM para vigilarles, y cuan
inconsistentes fueron las decisiones del
tribunal, tratando de dividir y crear con-
fusion entre las/os arrestados.

Los LM han contribuido a crear un
clima de resistencia masiva por todo el
estado que puede fomentar y apoyar las
luchas iniciadas por organizaciones y
movimientos sociales locales. Carolina
del Norte es conocida como la “zona cero”
en laluchade las masas contra la derecha.

Al generalizar que los ataques contra
las masas son moralmente inadmisibles
en un esfuerzo por reflejar el caracter
de multiclase y multirracial de las mov-
ilizaciones de los LM, es importante no
minimizar los impactos racistas y a niv-
el de depresion [econdémica] que los re-
cortes y las politicas estan teniendo en la
clase trabajadora negra y otras comuni-
dades de color y en las mujeres; como los
medios de comunicacion criminalizan
estas comunidades que estan despropor-
cionadamente afectadas, y por qué hay
mas brutalidad policial, represion por el
gobierno, violencia parapolicial contra y
encarcelamiento en masa de la gente de
estas comunidades.

La organizacion Trabajadores Negros
por la Justicia emitié un llamado en la
asamblea “No mas Trayvons” que habia
auspiciado, a que lagente vinieraal Lunes
de Moral el dia siguiente con banderas y
carteles exigiendo: “Justicia para Tray-
von Martin” y “Alto a la guerra contra la
América Negra”. Unos cientos de carteles
fueron distribuidos y llevados por gente
negra, otra gente de color y muchas/os
blancos.

Movilizando bases sindicales

El 21 de septiembre de 2013, la Asam-
blea de Trabajadores del Sur (SWA por
sus siglas en inglés) organiz6 una con-
ferencia de resistencia laboral que atrajo
miembros sindicales de base de Carolina
del Norte, y lideres y organizadoras/es
de varios sindicatos y campafias organi-
zativas para elaborar una “Campafia por
la Democracia de las/os Trabajadores”
con el objetivo de levantar la visibilidad
del sector sindical en el movimiento los
LM,y para llevar a cabo y promover la lu-
cha en los lugares de trabajo, asi como el
derecho a sindicalizarse.

Después de la conferencia y de la ag-
itacién de la SWA, comenzamos a ver las
siguientes acciones de las/os trabajadores
sindicalizados: Maestras/os, madres y
padres y estudiantes organizaron eventos
de “irrupciones” en las escuelas publicas

en ciudades por todo el estado. Se vestian
con camisetas rojas para protestar por los
salones de clase abarrotados, el bajo sala-
rio de las/os maestros y los recortes a niv-
el estatal del presupuesto de la educacion.
Miembros del sindicato United Food and
Commercial Workers convocaron un
“flash mob” (aglomeracion reldmpago)
dentro de una tienda Walmart sobre las
malas condiciones de trabajo y el derecho
a organizarse. El Comité Organizador de
Trabajadores Agricolas (FLOC por sus
siglas en inglés) continta la lucha ex-
igiéndole a la Corporacion R.J. Reynolds
que negocie con las/os trabajadores de
tabaco organizados por FLOC. La Union
de Trabajadores de Servicios Publicos de
Carolina del Norte — UE 150, hizo mani-
festaciones en hospitales de salud mental
y entregd demandas al Departamento de
Salud y Recursos Humanos del estado. La
campafa de las/os trabajadores de comi-
da rapida para aumentar el salario mini-
mo a $15 por hora ayudé a popularizar y
dar energia a las crecientes luchas por la
democraciay poder de las/os trabajadores
gue estan comenzando a convergir.

Este esfuerzo consciente para orga-
nizar y elevar el perfil, la voz y la influ-
encia del sector sindical, es un aspecto
creciente del movimiento de los LM. La
aprobacion de una resolucién en la Con-
vencion Nacional de la AFL-CIO en 2013
sobre la importancia de organizar el Sur
fue influenciada en parte por el éxito de
las movilizaciones de miles de personas
en Carolina del Norte por parte de los
Lunes de Moral y reconocio su potencial
para ampliarse por todo el Sur como otro
movimiento por los derechos civiles.

Una de las debilidades del movimiento
de los LM ha sido la falta de demandas y
criticas por la complicidad del gobierno
federal con los dictados del gran capital
y el impacto de esto en los estados. Esto
se debe en parte, a no querer dar la im-
presion de estar atacando a la adminis-
tracién de Obama, sobre todo cuando
éste esta constantemente bajo un ataque
racista de la derecha. Esto también es el
resultado de la falta de una comprension
popular del hecho de que Obama es el
presidente de un sistema econémico in-
ternacional dominado por el estado im-
perialista, y que los poderes corporativos
exigen que €l proteja este sistema. Ayu-
dar a crear consciencia sobre esto, es una
de las tareas importantes de la izquierda
en este movimiento.

La Red de Unidad de la Izquierda Ne-
gra (BLUN por sus siglas en inglés) debe
ayudar a difundir los Lunes de Moral y
movimientos similares a otras ciudades
del pais. Parte de la funcion de BLUN
debe ser movilizar a la gente con pens-
amiento radical arraigadas en la lucha
de masas a unirse a esta lucha; trabajar
para elevar el nivel de conciencia de las
personas que estan siendo radicalizadas
por la lucha; y trabajar para organizar la
cooperacion de las fuerzas radicales para
ayudar a avanzar la estrategia y las tacti-
cas que pueden guiar el movimiento a la
victoria en esta coyuntura.

Saladin Muhammad es un lider de
Trabajadores Negros por la Justicia con
sede en Carolina del Norte y miembro
fundador de la Red de Unidad de la
Izquierda Negra.



