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THOUSANDS CLOSE PORT

Occupy movement

By Larry Hales
Oakland, Calif.

The call by Occupy Oakland for a gen-
eral strike on Nov. 2 came after police from
agencies across Alameda County brutally
assaulted people trying to return to their
encampment on Oct. 25 at Frank Ogawa
Plaza (renamed Oscar Grant Plaza) after
police had ousted them and ransacked their
belongings.

Videos show what resembled a war zone
as police attacked demonstrators with pep-
per gas, “flash-bang” grenades and dis-
abling projectiles. A 24-year-old Marine
veteran, Scott Olsen, was severely injured
when a projectile launched by police hit him
in the face. Dozens of people were arrested
and injured and more than 500 cops from
12 different police agencies were involved.

The call for a general strike on Nov. 2 was
a bold move.

The attempt to crack down on the oc-
cupation in Oakland was not an isolated
event. Similar actions by police have oc-
curred in Washington state, Denver, Atlan-
ta and elsewhere.

Each time the state has stepped in, the
movement has grown larger and attracted
more attention. Its primary target, as evi-
denced by Occupy Wall Street, has been
the banks and financial institutions and
the wealthy. Each attack has made it ever
clearer that the fundamental function of the
state apparatus is to protect the interests of
the ruling elite.

The Oakland General Strike came at this
juncture.

Even four months earlier, it would have
seemed impossible to launch a large action
in a week’s time. When the South Central
Federation of Labor in Wisconsin, which
represented 45,000 workers, endorsed a
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call for a general strike last winter in re-
sponse to Gov. Scott Walker’s bill to curtail
collective bargaining, labor, progressives
and revolutionaries held their collective
breath. A tremendous uprising was under-
way in Wisconsin, but labor leaders did not
heed the call.

But in Oakland, the occupation move-
ment, spurred by the police attack and the
lies emanating from city politicians, wasted
no time. The proposal for a general strike,
made by Marxist and cultural artist Boots
Riley of the rap group The Coup, was sup-
ported by more than 90 percent of the Gen-
eral Assembly in Oakland. Support poured
in from around the country. A national call
was put out by BAYAN USA, Bail Out the
People Movement, and other groups and
individuals.

Day of the strike

This writer was able to participate in the
general strike action. The call was ultimate-
ly supported by the Oakland Education As-
sociation, California Nurses Association,
members of International Longshore and

Warehouse Union Local 10, Service Em-
ployees Local 1021, United Auto Workers
Local 2865, United Brotherhood of Carpen-
ters Local 713, who voted to go on strike,
and the marine division of the ILWU, the
Inlandboatmen’s Union.

City workers were allowed to take the
day off.

Starting at 9 a.m. people began amass-
ing at Oscar Grant Plaza and from there
marched to downtown banks. They forced
Wells Fargo, Bank of America and Chase to
close. Young people tied a banner that read
“Death to Capitalism” between two lamp
poles.

No police were in sight. Though police
agencies across Alameda County were put
on alert and fully mobilized, they were not
a visual presence as young people took
streets, sealed off bank doors with caution
tape, taped eviction posters to their doors
and banged on the windows while chanting.

The noise was deafening. It is estimated
that at least 50,000 people took part in nu-
merous protests that wound through the

Continued on page 4

Vol. 53, No. 45

Victoryin Oaklandbuoys

OCCUPY 4 JOBS

NETWORK
Mandated by N.Y.
People’s Assembly s

LABOR
LEADER

SUPPORTS

Jobs movement,
Oakland strike

FIGHT REPRESSION!

- Texas stay of execution 3
«FreeALLthe Cuban5 o

Clarence Thomas

SUPER CUTS LOOM

EDITORIAL 10

COLOMBIA Alfonso Cano presente!

WW PHOTO: BILL BOWERS
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Hundreds of demonstrators
marched from Washington
Square Park to Zuccotti Square
and then to New York’s City Hall
on Nov. 2 in solidarity with
Occupy Oakland’s call for a gen-
eral strike in their city that day.
Read more solidarity actions

on pages 6-7.
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CALIFORNIA

Forwarding the class struggle

Excerpts taken from a talk given by John Parker,
of the Los Angeles Workers World branch, at the
Workers World Party National Conference in
New York City on Oct. 8-9.

California is waging a war on the working class and
is targeting public sector unions, blaming them for the
economic crisis because they “greedily” want to hold on
to decent health care and don’t want to lose a month’s
pay. Also, they’re targeted because these workers don’t
want the children and elderly whom they serve to be de-
nied health services or educational opportunities that
could provide them with more of a chance of surviving in
a state whose Black unemployment rate has climbed to
more than 19 percent.

Gov. Jerry Brown can’t find a budget that cuts deeply
enough into the working class, especially hitting public
sector workers, and which puts further regressive taxes
on workers, not corporations, not the rich.

Los Angeles Mayor Anthony Villaraigosa’s budget pro-
posals didn’t even hint at going after the richest, the cor-
porations, not even the oil companies. He didn’'t mention
the upside-down tax structure that allows California’s
richest to pay less tax than the poorest.

Studies show that if the richest families paid the same
proportion of taxes as the bottom 50 percent, $490 billion
would be generated nationally. California’s figure would
be $40 billion. It would cover the $28 billion budget gap
and would erase Los Angeles’ $1 billion budget deficit
that’s mostly being squeezed from public sector workers.

By going after the richest families’ tax loopholes and
balancing out the unfair effects of regressive taxes, there
would be enough money to end all budget cuts and fund
areal jobs program. California could generate $10 billion
by requiring the highly profitable oil companies to pay an
oil extraction tax that every other state collects. Interest
payments could be withheld from the banks that ripped
everyone off, and that are still stealing homes and profit-
ing off that theft, while getting government bailouts.
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There is no reason for the cutbacks.

This isn’t just about winning the fight over budget defi-
cits. If it were won, it would only be a temporary victory
if a fundamental reason for the shortfalls — the capitalist
crisis of overproduction — were not addressed by exposing
what this system really looks like. Capitalism doesn’t need
a major overhaul; it needs to be replaced by socialism.

We need to break through the view, even held by some
who oppose the budget cuts, that capitalism must be saved.

The ruling class aims to divide the workers and is
scapegoating immigrants and Black youth in California,
criminalizing and incarcerating many. The reality that
prisoners face is little known.

Let's enumerate the strengths of our class: As wit-
nessed by the courageous Pelican Bay prisoners who be-
gan a hunger strike to protest torture and horrific condi-
tions, many of our class are fed up and starting a new
era of fightback in California. This motion is affecting the
many who are in progressive, anti-war, union, national
liberation, women'’s, lesbian, gay, bi, transgender, queer
and student organizations.

This new fightback is shown in the gigantic anti-war
marches after Sept. 11, by the one-and-a-half million
immigrants and their supporters who joined the 2006
boycott, and by the many rallies against bank bailouts,
corporate greed and foreclosures throughout California.
The number of those willing to fight for change is great,
and it is growing.

Our party has earned the confidence of the most active
and militant organizations representing these ranks. We
can be key in unifying these forces to create an uncon-
guerable force ready to go on the offensive and wage real
class warfare.

Our challenge in California is to help unify and win ac-
tivists to this movement. Many are new to politics and
activism. We must make sure they aren’t railroaded into
supporting Ron Paul, to settle for the Democratic Party,
or to cave in to nonstruggle, apathy and demoralization.

Our party and our closest allies in California have too
much experience in the struggle and are too strong to al-
low that to happen. Our strength is already shown in mo-
tion around the country,

We're in the California Wall Street occupations. Our
Marxist, pro-struggle literature is getting a tremendous re-
sponse. We'll make the most of this new era of class strug-
gle and bring it as far as it can go — and then build on that.

The overwhelming strength and courage our class pos-
sesses against the ruling class is exemplified by Troy Davis.
On his way to death, he could have focused on himself, but
he said we must not stop fighting until victory is won.
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Coming close to being executed

Hank Skinner wins stay based on DNA evidence

By Gloria Rubac

Bulletin: As this paper goes to press,
on Nov. 7, the Texas Court of Criminal
Appeals stayed the execution of Hank
Skinner pending the results of his legal
challenges for DNA testing. The case
was sent back to the trial court for fur-
ther review. WW will provide an update.

Hank Skinner has been on Texas death
row since 1995 for a 1993 murder he
steadfastly has said he did not commit,
and is now within days of a scheduled
Nov. 9 execution. Yet the state of Texas
continues to withhold key evidence that
could be tested for DNA evidence before
Skinner is put to death.

Gray County District Attorney Lynn
Switzer is thumbing her nose at the law
by refusing to release seven different un-
tested items of evidence. A newly enacted
Texas law requires DNA testing, regard-
less of when it is asked for, if a person’s
life is at stake. The law, signed by Gov.
Rick Perry, went into effect on Sept. 1.

Skinner was convicted in 1995 of mur-
dering his girlfriend, Twila Busby, and
her two adult sons in their Pampa, Texas,
home. Skinner doesn’t deny that he was
in the house that New Year’s Eve in 1993,
but maintains that he was too incapacitat-
ed from a mixture of vodka and codeine to
carry out the attacks.

Skinner’s court-appointed attorney had
previously resigned from the district at-
torney’s office after he was caught siphon-
ing money in an asset forfeiture case. He
was appointed as Skinner’s counsel by a
judge who was a personal friend. For rep-
resenting Skinner, the judge ordered that
the attorney be compensated an amount
roughly equal to what the attorney owed
in criminal fees.

Hank Skinner, daughter, Natalie Skinner.

This same attorney had formerly pros-
ecuted Skinner on minor assault and theft
charges, which were used as aggravating
circumstances to get Skinner the death
penalty. The attorney didn’t object.

In 2000, the Medill Innocence Project
at Northwestern University began investi-
gating the Skinner case when students un-
covered physical evidence that witnesses
said was critical to the case. The evidence
includes a rape kit; fingernail clippings
from Twila Busby; the murder weapons;
and a windbreaker covered in blood and
hair, found near the murder scene. The
prosecution did not use this evidence in
trial, and Skinner’s defense attorney did
not ask for it, despite Skinner’s requests.

After Northwestern University profes-
sor David Protess challenged the district
attorney on a talk show later that year,
Texas conducted preliminary mitochon-
drial DNA testing on hair fibers Twila

Busby was clutching at the time of her
death. When those tests showed that the
hairs belonged to neither Skinner nor the
victim, the state halted any further testing.

Now the case is generating worldwide
interest, with editorials in every major
Texas newspaper as well as in the Wash-
ington Post, Chicago Tribune, West Aus-
tralian, Guardian (Britain) and Huffing-
ton Post. The New York Daily News held
a poll this week; the majority of respon-
dents voted that Skinner should be al-
lowed DNA testing.

On Nov. 4, Skinner’s supporters hand-
delivered 16,000 signed petitions to Swit-
zer urging her to grant the DNA testing.
She has not responded. Then, in just two
days, more than 130,000 people signed
petitions calling on Texas governor and
presidential candidate Perry to stay the
execution until the evidence is tested.

“Testing DNA evidence has exoner-

ated 275 prisoners in the United States
since 1989, including 43 in Texas. So it
seems unbelievable that the state of Texas
refuses to turn over key evidence to be
tested,” said Sandrine Ageorges-Skinner,
Skinner’s spouse and an activist with En-
semble Contre la Peine de Mort (Together
Against the Death Penalty) based in Paris,
France.

According to Locke Bowman, director
of the MacArthur Justice Center at North-
western University, “Skinner’s long and
winding journey through the Texas and
federal court systems has been an absurd
— and obscene — waste of time and mon-
ey. ... Shame on the Texas prosecutors
and the judges who've wasted all this time
obstructing the search for truth in Skin-
ner’s case.” (Huffington Post, March 22)

The view of Skinner's supporters is
summed up by the San Antonio Express-
News, which editorialized, “Justice isn’t
served by putting innocent people behind
bars ... or on death row. Testing for DNA
evidence should be routine in death pen-
alty cases. It is unconscionable that the
state would fight Skinner or anyone else
to prevent such testing.” (April 3)

Protess, now head of the Chicago Inno-
cence Project, recalls the recent execution
of Troy Davis in Georgia: “Skinner has
gained support for his cause from, among
others, six of the jurors who found him
guilty and voted for death. Although this
sordid episode is unfolding in Texas — a
state that has already performed almost
one-third of the country’s executions this
year — it is not too late to speak out with
Georgia still on your mind. Troy Davis
would have liked that.” (Huffington Post,
Oct. 4)

More information is available at www.
hankskinner.org. O

Stop SHU torture: California prisoners
fight for their lives

Excerpted from a talk given by
San Francisco Workers World orga-
nizer, Judy Greenspan, at the Workers
World Party National Conference on
Oct. 8-9 in New York City.

Ho Chi Minh, the beloved and well-
known revolutionary comrade, wrote that
when the prison doors are opened, the real
dragon will fly out. Ho, leader of the Viet-
namese people’s struggle against imperi-
alism, knew a great deal about the inside
of prisons and suffered his share of torture
and isolation.

The conditions inside California’s pris-
ons have created their own legacy of drag-
ons. This year marks the 40th anniversary
of the assassination of George Jackson, a
revolutionary prisoner who was so dan-
gerous to this system that he was set up

and murdered inside San Quentin Prison.

It is also the 40th anniversary of Jona-
than Jackson’s courageous attempt to
free revolutionary Black prisoners from
California’s dungeons. The California
Department of Corrections and the state
of California responded to the growing
radicalization of California’s prisoners by
building Security Housing Unit prisons —
lockdown units that would house radicals,
nonconformists, community activists and
others in endless isolation. Today, more
than 12,000 California prisoners are on a
hunger strike to oppose the conditions in
these lockdown prisons.

On July 1, thousands of prisoners at
Pelican Bay State Prison and other max-
imume-security lockdown units in Califor-
nia went on a hunger strike to demand an
end to the endless lockdown and torture of
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SHU prisoners. They demanded
greater access to human neces-
sities like mail, food and visits
by their loved ones.

The Pelican Bay prisoners
also called for an end to the
gang-labeling of prisoners and
the snitch-or-die policy that cur-

their hunger strike and since
then have faced escalating
intimidation and retaliation
for their actions. This time
around, rather than nego-
tiating with the prisoners’
appointed mediators, the
CDCR has banned two of

rently keeps thousands of pre-

Latino, and Native American prisoners in
6 by 10 foot cells, 23 and one-half hours a
day, with little or no human contact.

Once a prisoner is named as a gang
member, he or she will remain locked
down until they snitch or supply other
names to the CDCR. Many prisoners have
spent between 20 and 40 years locked
down for their refusal to participate in
this unjust, illegal and inhumane policy.
Ruchell Magee, charged along with Angela
Davis in the San Rafael, Calif., courtroom
escape case, and Hugo Pinell, one of the
San Quentin Six, have each served about
40 years in the SHU. By the end of July,
the CDCR had promised to look into the
demands of the hunger strikers and to be-
gin to make long overdue changes in SHU
conditions and policies. At that time, the
prisoners suspended their hunger strike,
and many prisoners were in a weakened
and vulnerable medical state.

However, true to its anti-prisoner lega-
cy, the CDCR did not move to change the
conditions within the SHU units at Pelican
Bay. On Sept. 26, the prisoners resumed
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dominantly African-American, Judy Greenspan

the activist attorneys from
visiting prisoners at Pelican
Bay. Very recently, visitors who came to
see the men on hunger strike were not al-
lowed into the prison. Prison officials are
threatening those on hunger strike with
long-term SHU confinement and gang la-
beling for their activism.

California, long known as the prison
state, is pouring millions of dollars down
the drain to continue the racist, unjust,
inhumane incarceration of poor people
from oppressed communities, while at
the same time it is cutting millions of dol-
lars from the education budget. Prison is
a more profitable business than preparing
children to succeed in life.

Every struggle today must link itself to
the life-and-death fight for survival being
mounted by California prisoners and oth-
ers around the country. Our prisons are
filled with powerful dragons who must
be returned to the community so that we
can work together to tear down this dra-
conian system of incarceration, racism
and war, and build socialism. Stop SHU
torture. Tear down the walls. Victory to
the hunger strikers! g
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Occupy Oakland strike committee
shows support for longshore workers

The Occupy Oakland Strike Committee
issued the following statement on Oct. 29.

On Wednesday, Nov. 2, as part of the
Oakland General Strike, we will march
on the Port of Oakland and shut it down.
We will converge at 5 p.m. at 14th and
Broadway and march to the port to shut
it down before the 7 p.m. night shift.

We are doing this in order to block-
ade the flow of capital on the day of the
General Strike, as well as to show our
commitment to solidarity with longshore
workers in their struggle against EGT in
Longview, Wash. EGT is an international
grain exporter which is attempting to rup-
ture longshore jurisdiction. The driving

force behind EGT is Bunge Ltd., a leading
agribusiness and food company which re-
ported $2.4 billion in profit in 2010; this
company has strong ties to Wall Street.
This is but one example of Wall Street’s
corporate attack on workers.

The Oakland General Strike will
demonstrate the wide-reaching implica-
tions of the Occupy Wall Street move-
ment. The entire world is fed up with
the huge disparity of wealth caused by
the present system. Now is the time that
the people are doing something about it.
The Oakland General Strike is a warning
shot to the 1 percent — their wealth only
exists because the 99 percent creates it
for them.g

Thousands close port

Oakland, Nov. 2.

Victory in Oakland buoys Occupy movement

Continued from page 1

streets of downtown Oakland. The activ-
ists directed traffic and ultimately ended
up at the port of Oakland — the fifth-bus-
iest port in the country. Earlier, a march
explicitly against capitalism included as
many as 5,000 students, children, teach-
ers and homeless in a multinational
crowd.

The march to the port began to assem-
ble at 4 p.m. Several busloads of people
were also driven the two-plus miles to
the port. Earlier in the day, the port oper-
ated at 50 percent capacity, with at least
one-third of the jobs unclaimed. Because
many high-skilled positions weren't filled,
whole crews were idled.

Three groups of marchers left from
downtown Oakland between 4:30 p.m.
and 6 p.m. Still there was no visible police
presence other than helicopters. It was
later revealed that there were plainclothes
police in the crowd, but no cruisers or uni-
form cops on motorcycles, bikes, horses
or foot could be seen.

As the march neared the docks, it became
clear how large it was. Tens of thousands
were participating to stop the unloading
and loading of ships by the night shift.

No trucks were allowed to leave. Barri-
cades were erected and protesters blocked
trucks with their bodies, asking the driv-
ers for solidarity. In every case the trucks
turned back.
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Blocking entrance to Wells Fargo bank, Oakland, Nov. 2.

Protesters blocked every gate and wait-
ed until nightfall, when an arbitrator was
supposed to come and determine whether
or not the workers could “safely” cross the
picket lines at each gate. The thousands
who marched on the port remained, sit-
ting on cold concrete or standing, talking
politics, getting acquainted with one an-
other. The mood was electric.

ILWU Local 10 has a history of dynamic
action, going back to one of its founders and
leaders, Harry Bridges, who helped lead

the San Francisco General Strike of 1934
that ended with all the ports on the West
Coast being unionized. ILWU Local 10 has
led solidarity actions against the wars in
Irag and Afghanistan, against apartheid
in South Africa and in solidarity with the
Palestinian struggle. ILWU Local 21 is cur-
rently leading a valiant effort against EGT
grain terminal in Longview, Wash.
Demonstrators waited as the start of
the shift was moved from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Finally, word of the shift being canceled

was greeted by cheers. The marching
band that had participated in all the day’s
actions continued to play, energizing the
crowd.

Marchers began leaving the port, stop-
ping to talk to people at the barricades. It
was under an overpass, just off the docks,
that the first police cars were spotted:
rows of them from Oakland, California
Highway Patrol and other agencies.

Some people remained to make sure no
trucks left to deliver their cargo. Later in
the evening a group of a few hundred tried
to take over a building and were met with
police violence. Again, a thick cloud of
pepper gas wafted over downtown as cops
battled the protesters who had chosen a
more confrontational action.

The day was a success and has inspired
other calls for general strikes around the
country.

Consciousness is indeed deepening.
The crisis is not going away.

Now is a time for boldness and action.
The Oakland General Strike proves that
much is possible and can be achieved.

This is a time when revolutionary ide-
ology is needed more than ever. The fun-
damental contradiction is between the
oppressed and working class, on the one
hand, and the ruling wealthy class and their
system, on the other. The only way to end
the increasing misery is to do away with
this capitalist system and build socialism.

Palestinian theatre company visits New York City

By Dolores Cox
New York

New York City welcomed students and
staff of the Jenin Freedom Theatre on
Oct. 27. Friends of the Jenin Freedom
Theatre and the Peace & Justice Task
Force of All Souls Church in Manhattan
presented the event. The older students
told about their lives and what it means
to engage in “Creation Under Occupa-
tion.”

The Freedom Theatre is a community-
based children’s theatre, founded in Jen-
in in 2006.

Jenin is a West Bank Palestinian city, a
refugee camp with a population of 16,000.
Twenty percent of the residents are under
20. It is one of the most deprived areas of
Occupied Palestine. Its people live in pov-
erty and isolation. They are surrounded by
electrified fences constructed by Israel’s
repressive government.

The Israeli military bombed and in-

vaded Jenin in 2002, traumatizing and
terrifying the children, who witnessed
violence, destruction and death or the
threat of it.

Jenin’s children were described as “the
walking dead” before the theatre was es-
tablished. They suffered with post-trau-
matic stress disorder. Many wished for
death as a solution and permanent escape
from Israel’s tyranny and repression.

The theatre gave them an opportunity
to heal while living in an uncertain pres-
ent and facing an unknown future. It also
gave them the strength and confidence to
face the world.

In April, Juliano Mer Khamis, the the-
atre’s co-founder and director, was as-
sassinated by Israeli forces outside the
theatre. In late July, after continuing to
harass the staff, Israeli soldiers attacked
the theatre. They arrested Adnan Nagh-
aghiye, the facilities manager, and Bilal
Saadi, board chairperson, and took them
to Jalame prison inside Israel.

On Aug. 6, Rami Hwayel, a leading
drama student on his way to the theatre,
was arrested at a checkpoint. The soldiers
returned on Aug. 22 at night, raiding the
theatre, beating Mohammed Naghaghi-
ye, the security guard, ransacking his
home and then arresting him.

No charges or reasons were given
for these arrests. The Freedom Theatre
called for assistance from supporters
worldwide. Hundreds of people respond-
ed. They signed the protest statement
and called Israeli representatives in the
West Bank and Washington, D.C. The de-
tainees have since been released.

This year the theatre group performed
a play called “While Waiting.” Based on
Samuel Beckett’s play, “Waiting for Go-
dot,” it symbolizes the message of waiting
for help from anyone, while not know-
ing who is the enemy or who the friend.
The drama students say Israel has used
the occupation as a tool to destroy Pal-
estinian minds and their culture, and so

the psychodrama is a form of therapy
that provides freedom and liberation for
them.

The group waited many months for
visas to come to the United States. They
had to obtain permission at border cross-
ings in Israel and Jordan.

While in New York City, the group
gave a theatrical performance in the East
Village, and they attended a celebratory
benefit for their theatre held at the Public
Theatre on Oct. 30. It featured renowned
artists who consider the Freedom The-
atre to be “an invaluable cultural beacon
in the Middle East.”

The students also visited “Occupy Wall
Street” and were pleased to see that peo-
ple were “finally waking up and fighting
for a pro-peace economy.” They com-
mented, “The U.S. people should demand
that their government stop using its citi-
zens’ money to make wars.”

For more information and to donate,
visit www.thefreedomtheatre.org. O
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On the Picket line

By Sue Davis

Calif. women workers file new bias
case vs. Wal-Mart

It only took four months for women workers at Walmart
stores in California to come back swinging after the Supreme
Court dismissed their national class-action lawsuit. On Oct.
27, more than 90,000 current and former employees charged
the world’s largest, multibillion-dollar retailer with discrimi-
natory practices on pay and job promotion. Their lawyers
announced an “armada” of lawsuits in other regions over the
next six months. By focusing on specific regions, the lawyers
can more easily document specific instances of bias. For
instance, the lawsuit was initiated in 1999 when a woman
discovered that a male employee with the same job but less
experience was making $23,000 a year more than she was.
(New York Times, Oct. 28)

Nat'l Taxi Workers joins AFL-CI0

When the AFL-CIO accepted the charter of the National
Taxi Workers Alliance on Oct. 20, it was a sign of the chang-
ing nature of the union movement. Increasingly the labor
federation is recognizing workers who have been traditionally
excluded from coverage by labor law, such as domestic work-
ers, or whose bargaining rights have been obliterated by rule
changes, which slashed taxi drivers’ rights in the Reagan era.
Now the federation has agreed to use its clout to fight for these
workers. (AFL-CIO Now Blog, Oct. 20)

Historic contract for carwash work-
ersin L.A.

Carwash workers, who are predominantly Spanish-speaking
immigrants, established a precedent in Southern California
on Oct. 24 when the carwasheros at Bonus Car Wash in Santa
Monica reached a first-ever contract. The workers, who joined
Steelworkers (USW) Local 675 this summer, won a wage
increase, health and safety protections, grievance and arbitra-
tion procedures, and job protection if the business is sold.
Meanwhile, the workers at Marina Car Wash in Venice will
have a contract when the business reopens, and workers at
three other carwashes joined Local 675.

The USW set up the Car Wash Workers Organizing Com-
mittee and the CLEAN (Community Labor Environmental
Action Network) Carwash Campaign in 2008 to organize the
18,000 carwash workers around the country and stop rampant
wage theft, unhealthy working conditions, anti-immigrant bias
and violations of anti-discrimination laws. The campaign is
supported by more than 100 community, religious and other
activist groups. The bosses took in $872 million in 2002 by
cheating the workers — not paying them the minimum wage
($8 an hour in California) or overtime — and by using pol-
lutants and unsafe cleaning practices that endanger both the
workers and the environment. Not only will organizing this
industry help some of the most exploited, oppressed workers
in this country, but it will swell the workers’ movement at a
critical time for organized labor. (usw.org)

Latino labor org. calls for new view
of immigration

A new study by the Labor Council for Latin American
Advancement, an AFL-CIO constituency group, calls for a
focus on the root causes of immigration while denouncing
anti-immigrant policies. LCLAA’s executive director, Hector
Sanchez, who authored “Disposable Workers: Immigration
after NAFTA and the Nation’s Addiction to Cheap Labor,”
points out that “11 million undocumented people in the most
powerful country in the world is not a mistake, it is public
policy — yet no one is asking who is benefiting from such a
broken system. It is hypocritical to keep blaming immigrants
for complex problems while we consume produce harvested
by immigrants, occupy buildings and homes erected by them,
and drive on roads made possible by their labor. It's time to
change the debate and promote fair trade policies that seek
sustainable economic development for all partners involved
and respect workers’ rights at home and abroad.” (AFL-CIO
Now Blog, Oct. 26)

ILWU 21 fined another $65,000

Local 21 of the International Longshore and Warehouse
Union was fined $65,000 on Nov. 1 for violating a civil re-
straining order on Sept. 21 that bars members from blocking
train tracks leading to the EGT grain terminal in Longview,
Wash. A dozen protesters were arrested while fighting
for ILWU jobs at the new terminal. Union fines now total
$315,000; the ILWU has already appealed the first $250,000.
A federal mediator is scheduled to hear the dispute in early
December. (tdn.com, Nov. 1) But how can justice prevail when
EGT can use the courts and the police against ILWU? O

Jobs breakout session, Nov. 5.

AT PEOPLE’'S ASSEMBLY
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Occupy for Jobs
Movementis launched

By Brenda Ryan
Bronx, N.Y.

Inspired by the Occupy Wall Street movement,
activists have launched an Occupy For Jobs Network
to demand a massive public works program big enough
to provide jobs at union wages for the more than 30
million unemployed and underemployed workers in
the country.

The network was proposed and adopted at a People’s
Assembly held Nov. 5 at Hostos Community College in
the South Bronx. The event drew a multinational crowd
of activists from organizations throughout New York
and several other cities. Activists from Occupy Wall
Street, Occupy the Bronx, Occupy Philadelphia and
Occupy Boston were among those who enthusiastically
embraced the formation of a network to fight for jobs.

“Occupy Wall Street has opened up space for people
to do other things,” said Larry Holmes, a founder of
the Bail Out the People Movement. “It is vital to open
up new fronts and no front is more necessary than the
fight for jobs. The underlying issue is depression level
unemployment.”

Occupy For Jobs is intended to be a national net-
work with local affiliates determining their priorities
and working together to coordinate national actions.
During a breakout session on the network, people ad-
opted a proposal to hold actions on the Martin Luther
King holiday weekend of Jan. 14-16.

They also agreed to do something on Nov. 23, the
deadline for the congressional Super Committee to
announce its proposals to slash at least $1.2 trillion
from the federal budget. Among other things, the
Occupy For Jobs Network will demand no closing of
thousands of post offices, which would involve slash-
ing 250,000 postal worker jobs.

Sharon Black, a member of the All People’s Con-
gress in Baltimore, said the Occupy For Jobs Network
will do whatever is necessary to expand the fight for
jobs in order to be effective.

“If they go to shut down a workplace, what should
we do? Occupy! If they try to shut down post offices,
what should we do? Occupy!” she declared. “If they try

to do anything against workers, the rest of us have got
to unite and take action.”

It was particularly significant that the People’s
Assembly took place at Hostos College, the site of a
historic occupation in 1976. Ramon Jimenez, a found-
er of the South Bronx Community Congress and a par-
ticipant in that occupation, said students occupied the
school for 20 days when the city announced it was go-
ing to close it. They won the battle to keep the school
open. “It all took place because people fought back,
struggled and occupied,” Jimenez said.

During the meeting, people noted the current strug-
gles that are taking place. Aminifu Williams, a leader
of the People’s Organization for Progress, reported
that his group has protested in downtown Newark for
130 days in a row calling for a national jobs program
like the Work Projects Administration. Launched by
the Franklin D. Roosevelt administration, the WPA
employed millions of people in the construction of
buildings, roads, bridges and schools, as well as in arts
and literary projects.

The Jobless Working Group of Occupy Wall Street
held a march to subway stations on Oct. 28 to demand
that the Metropolitan Transit Authority provide free
fares for the unemployed. And Occupy Latin America,
which is within Occupy Wall Street en Espafiol, is
holding a march on Nov. 20 focused on women'’s
rights. And the Immigrant Rights Working Group of
OWS is planning a march at Zuccotti Park on immi-
grant rights.

The initial signers of the call for an Occupy For
Jobs Network include the Bail Out the People Move-
ment; Frantz Mendez, president, Boston School
Bus Drivers, Steelworkers Local 8751; Chris Silvera,
secretary-treasurer, Teamsters Local 808; former
Congresswoman Cynthia McKinney; Teresa Gutierrez,
co-coordinator of the May 1st Coalition for Worker
and Immigrant Rights; Larry Adams, vice presi-
dent, People’s Organization for Progress and former
president, National Postal Mail Handlers Local 300;
Clarence Thomas, ILWU Local 10 and Rev. C.D.
Witherspoon, pres., Baltimore SCLC.O

Clarence Thomas supports jobs
movement, shutting Oakland ports

The following solidarity statement was written by
Clarence Thomas, International Longshore Workers
Union Local 10 member and Million Worker March
leader, for the People’'s Assembly meeting held at
Hostos Community College in the Bronx, N.Y., on
Nov. 5.

Greetings and solidarity,

I am exhilarated from the recent historical events
here in Oakland.

In my opinion this has been one of the strongest
examples of the power of the people in the U.S. and
the 21st century. It is difficult to imagine that in one
week’s time a call for a general strike — A Day of
Action by the Occupy Oakland General Assembly —
could have generated the overwhelming response
from the people of Oakland.

They say a picture is worth a thousand words and
most certainly the thousands that marched through
the fifth largest port speak volumes while ... organized
labor, which only makes up 7.2 percent of the private
sector workers, has been incapable of calling for a

general strike in response to the unrelenting war

on the working class by the ruling class. It is indeed
remarkable how rank-and-file union members in the
city of Oakland responded so positively to the call.

The city administrator of Oakland, on Oct. 28,
2011, issued a statement that SEIU Local 1021 had
been authorized to utilize various types of leave in
order to participate in the stop work action on Nov.
2. This offer was extended to other city workers. It’s
an example of how this call made by the General
Assembly of Occupy Oakland Movement resonated
with workers in the city of Oakland.

Although Nov. 2 fell short of being a full general
strike in the truest sense of the word — the city of
Oakland and the fifth largest port in the U.S. were
SHUT DOWNI! Only essential services continued to
be provided.

In conclusion, | hope that the action of the Occupy
Oakland movement can be duplicated in cities
around the country and that issues such as jobs and
the Occupy 4 Jobs movement can be put front and
center at the Occupy movement. [
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U.S. SOLIDARITY WITH OCCUPY

0CCUPY BOSTON

WW PHOTO: STEVAN KIRSCHBAUM

Unites workers, students

An estimated 1,000 workers, students
and activists marched from Occupy Bos-
ton/Dewey Square on Nov. 2 in a strong
show of solidarity with Occupy Oakland.
Many of the marchers were among the
141 arrested three weeks ago by Boston
riot police for expanding Occupy Bos-
ton onto the Rose Kennedy Greenway, a
patch of land adjacent to its current site.
Occupy coverage in Workers World news-
paper was well received, as were “Oc-
cupy for Jobs” placards carried by Bail
Out the People participants. The protest-
ers marched through downtown Boston,
stopping at the Hyatt Hotel to hear Ed
Childs, chief shop steward of UNITE-
HERE Local 26, condemn the dismissal
last year of 98 immigrant housekeeping
workers. Childs told the crowd, “Hyatt’s
greed is what oppression by the 1 percent
is all about.” He led the crowd in chanting,

“Union! Union! Union!” and “What’s dis-
gusting? Union busting!” The march pro-
ceeded to the State House to protest state
budget cuts and then marched on to the
Boston School Committee headquarters to
support hundreds of Fenway High School
students and teachers, who had marched
there to protest the moving and merg-
ing of their school with another one hav-
ing inferior facilities. Earlier in the day,
after having walked out of several area
colleges, hundreds of students marched
from Dewey Square through the financial
district protesting exorbitant student debt
burdens. Many returned to Northeastern
University at the end of the march to sup-
port students facing school suspension
discipline for having been arrested in the
Boston police crackdown on the attempt-
ed expansion of Occupy Boston.

— Gerry Scoppettuolo and Frank Neisser

0CCUPY HOUSTON

Bailout of banks condemned

Supporters of Occupy Houston came
out on Nov. 4 for a Divestment March that
wound its way through downtown Hous-
ton’s skyscraper-dominated streets and
encouraged the 99% to take their money
out of the major financial institutions and
put it into small community-owned credit
unions.

Chanting, “Banks got bailed out! We got
sold out!” the angry protesters visited the
buildings housing Bank of America, Wells
Fargo, JPMorgan Chase and Amegy bank.
At each bank people went inside to close
their accounts. Several came out and cut
up their bank cards to great cheers from
the crowd, declaring they would use com-
munity banks instead, out of protest.

A homemade coffin draped with the U.S.
flag was carried throughout the march,
along with a sign saying, “U.S. Economy —
Killed by the Big Banks and War Profiteers!”

Many on the march had lost their jobs.
Some were wondering how they could
pay back student loans without a job, and
others were worried about layoffs. Many
took a sick day, and some came with gen-
erations of their family. Some were infants
while others were seasoned activists in
their seventies and eighties.

Occupy Houston began in late Septem-
ber and is located at Tranquility Park, on
a square block in between Houston City
Hall and the U.S. Courthouse.

— Report and photo by Gloria Rubac

OCCUPY JERSEY CITY

Opposes post office closings

Occupy Jersey City continues its pres-
ence at the Journal Square transportation
crossroads with a daily General Assembly
that passing students and commuters are
encouraged to take part in. Members of
a nearby community of homeless people
— some of whom work full time — also
now consider themselves part of the OJC
movement.

0JC has recently begun to focus on
strengthening its ties with local working-
class and progressive organizations.

On Nov. 3, it gathered signatures on be-
half of the National Postal Mail Handlers
Union Local 300 for a petition protesting
the closing of thousands of U.S. Postal
Service branch offices. The political buzz

OCCUPY ATLANTA

created by the Occupy movement was
evident by the ease in which passershy
agreed to put their names and addresses
on the petition.

And on Nov. 5, OJC formally intro-
duced itself to Veterans For Peace/Chap-
ter 021, which was meeting at a local com-
munity center. Around 30 OJC and VFP
members then marched together for a few
blocks and rallied for an hour across the
street from a large supermarket where
they displayed posters and distributed fly-
ers raising the issue of the war economy
and the Oakland police attack on Iraq War
veteran Scott Olsen. The community re-
sponse was very positive.

— Michael Kramer

Resists police brutality

Following the arrest of 53 people on Oct.
25 and the dismantling of the encampment
in the newly-named Troy Davis Park, Occu-
py Atlanta plans to resume a 24-hour pres-
ence in the downtown green space. Since
Oct. 27, activists have set up tents, held gen-
eral assemblies and mobilized for protests
such as the one against Sun Trust Bank
while leaving the park by the closing time.

On Nov. 5, as the 11 p.m. hour ap-
proached, hundreds of people were gath-
ered in the park and on the sidewalks. In a
surprise move, the protesters moved onto
Peachtree Street and started a march.
Very quickly the large police presence of
uniformed cops was reinforced by a dozen
mounted police, SWAT, riot-geared “Ro-
bocops,” 30 or more motorcycle police
and a helicopter overhead. As the march
went south on Peachtree, a single motor-
cycle cop came barreling north, headed
directly for the demonstrators.

His path was impeded by people who
did not move fast enough, but also by
youth who put their hands out to slow
him down. As the front wheel of his bike

was within inches of people, the ma-
chine lurched to the right and he jumped
off. Immediately the crowd was stormed
by cops who pushed and shoved a way
clear for him to drive off in a rush. One
youth was arrested and charged with as-
sault. Within minutes, the riot police and
mounted patrol cordoned off the street,
allowing uniformed cops to begin arrest-
ing people, including three journalists,
several students and a man coming out
of a nearby restaurant. In total, 20 people
were taken into custody.

On Nov. 7, Occupy Atlanta forces went
to the foreclosed home of a family threat-
ened with eviction in suburban Gwinnett
County. Tents have been set up on the
front lawn and a large banner proclaiming
“This House Is Occupied” hangs on the
front porch. Metro Atlanta has consistent-
ly been among the areas with the highest
foreclosure rates in the country. Occupy
Atlanta states that they will stay until the
bank reaches a settlement with the family
to remain in their house.

—Dianne Mathiowetz

0CCUPY CHICAGO

300-strong rally and march in Chicago Loop to end social service cuts, Nov. 7.

WW PHOTO: ERIC STRUCH

LOW-WAGE, CAPITALISM

What the new globalized high-tech imperialism means

for the class struggle in the U.S.

An easy-to-read analysis of the roots of the current global economic
crisis, its implications for workers and oppressed peoples, and the

strategy needed for future struggle.

Paperback, 336 pages. Includes graphs, charts, bibliography, end-

notes and index.
The author is available for lectures & interviews.
www.LowWageCapitalism.com

Available at Amazon & bookstores around the country
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OAKLAND AGAINST REPRESSION

Occupys spread all over Wisconsin

Across the state of burgeoning Wiscon-
sin Occupy Wall Street encampments, ac-
tivities and events continue to grow.

On Nov. 1, members of Occupy Green
Bay supported a Wisconsin Jobs Now pro-
test at Lambeau Field, where a multina-
tional, intergenerational crowd of dozens
of students and workers protested a Gov.
Scott Walker speech to business execu-
tives, raising their voices to demand jobs.
Occupy Green Bay also sponsored meet-
ings Nov. 4-5 in Green Bay and on Nov.
4 marched throughout the downtown area
and visited bus stops to distribute leaflets
about their upcoming events.

On Nov. 2, Occupy The Hood-Milwau-
kee sponsored a People’s Hearing at the
Amalgamated Transit Union Local 998
hall in Milwaukee to demand that bills tar-
geting convicted felons, which are now in
committee in the Wisconsin Legislature,
be killed.

The bills would make it virtually im-
possible for convicted felons to get a job
and if employed would make them inden-
tured servants of their employers because
the bill would prevent felons from suing

their employers for discrimination. The
bill's provisions would be retroactive if
passed. The packed, hours-long People’s
Hearing heard from a rainbow of speak-
ers and labor, community and student
representatives who denounced the rac-
ist, anti-worker bills while also calling for
a federal jobs program, a moratorium on
foreclosures, and that the banks pay for
the economic crisis they created. Occupy
Milwaukee canceled its General Assem-
bly, encouraging its participants to attend
the People’s Hearing instead.

Also on Nov. 2, students at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee sponsored a
rally and march on campus. After a speak-
out at Spaights Plaza on campus, students
and their allies took to the streets to march
around campus. Two students and a photo-
journalist from the Milwaukee Journal Sen-
tinel were arrested during the march. This
is the third journalist the Milwaukee police
have arrested in the past three months.

On Nov. 3, Occupy Appleton sponsored
a press conference at Chase Bank and
then throughout the Nov. 4-5 weekend
sponsored events at City Park. Occupy

OCCUPY PHILADELPHIA

Sit-in leads to arrests

Four hundred protesters marched in
Philadelphia on Nov. 2 — Occupy Oakland
Solidarity Day. Marchers wound through
Center City streets before stopping out-
side “super committee” member Sen. Pat
Toomey’s office to denounce his inten-
tion to drastically cut entitlement pro-
grams. As the march later passed by the
Comcast building, activists rushed inside

and staged a sit-in. Ten marchers were ar-
rested for refusing to leave. Comcast pays
no city taxes, due to a controversial tax
abatement program, even though the city’s
budget shortfall has resulted in massive
cuts in education. In contrast, Comcast's
third quarter profits totaled $908 million,
up 5 percent from a year ago.

— Report and photo by Joe Piette

OCCUPY ROCHESTER, N.Y.
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Hits illegal curfew

On Nov. 2, 400 people met at Washing-
ton Square Park and marched to Roch-
ester City Hall in solidarity with Occupy
Oakland and Scott Olsen, the injured,
Irag anti-war veteran. They also protest-
ed the arrests of 32 Rochester occupiers
the week before. There was significant
community and labor support.

Some small business owners are con-
tributing food and two nearby churches
are providing bathroom facilities for the
occupiers. General Assembly meetings
are once or twice a day.

One was held Wednesday after the

march, and a decision was made to reoccupy
the park and to take arrests. About 45 min-
utes after the 11 p.m. curfew, 14 additional
people were arrested while a crowd num-
bering over 100 chanted, “Shame, shame!
RPD protects the 1 percent!” and “Who do
you serve? Who do you protect?” “RPD” re-
fers to the Rochester Police Department.
The local ACLU is considering a suit
challenging the constitutionality of the
arrests and curfew, and plans are under-
way to challenge the mayor at City Coun-
cil meetings.
— Lydia Bayoneta and Gene Clancy

Green Bay, WI, Nov. 1

Eau Claire, Occupy Stevens Point, Occupy
La Crosse, Occupy Madison and Occupy
Sheboygan are all in motion.

The next major event for Occupy Mil-
waukee is a Nov. 17 Day Of Action called
“We Declare A State Of Emergency For
The 99%,” which will begin at 3:30 p.m.
on North Avenue over Interstate 43 and
will assemble at Carver Park, 911 W.
Brown St., Milwaukee. For more infor-
mation: www.occupymilwaukee.org or

http://wig9.org.

0CCUPY DETROIT

On Dec. 3, the Wisconsin Bail Out The
People Movement will host a People’s
Meeting at the Amalgamated Transit
Union Local 998 hall at 724 N. 26th (and
Wisconsin) from 1to 4 p.m. This discussion
and planning meeting will be a gathering
of labor, community and student individu-
als, activists and organizers including Oc-
cupy Wall Street participants from across
Wisconsin and beyond. For more informa-
tion: www.wibailoutpeople.org.

— Report and photo by Bryan G. Pfeifer

Calls for jobs,
no foreclosures & shutoffs

Occupy Detroit ended its third week
with a spirited demonstration organized
by labor in support of the Occupy De-
troit movement. More than 500 persons,
including many rank-and-file members
of organized labor, gathered at the La-
bor Legacy Monument in Hart Plaza and
marched through downtown to the Occu-
py Detroit camp. During the march, a large
banner that called on President Barack
Obama to use his executive authority to
initiate a massive public jobs program was
carried. Signs called for a moratorium on
foreclosures, a Works-Progress-Adminis-
tration-style jobs program, and a bailout
of the people — not the banks. Vehicles de-
livered donations, collected by the unions
throughout the week, to the camp. The
demonstration ended with a rally that in-
cluded speakers from the camp as well as
young labor organizers.

The week started with a march on Nov.

1 from the Occupy Detroit camp to a rally
at DTE Energy headquarters. Marchers
demanded an end to utility shutoffs and
opposition to a recent $174 million rate
increase. More than 150 people picketed
DTE, demanding a transition to green en-
ergy with green jobs.

On Nov. 2, Occupy Detroiters crashed a
taped interview given by New York Stock
Exchange CEO Duncan Niederauer at the
Wayne State University Business School.
Two Occupy Detroit members were arrest-
ed during the program, one for asking Nie-
derauer for advice on how occupiers might
avoid arrest in the same manner that Wall
Street bankers had avoided arrest for their
role in the financial meltdown. The second
person was arrested for asking about the
CEQ’s accountability for presiding over the
economic crash. As the activists were ar-
rested, the crowd chanted, “Jail the CEO,

. '”
not Susie and Joe! — Mike Shane
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Union Square protest, NYC, Nov. 6.
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GREECE

Crisis exposes harsh capitalist rule of Europe

By John Catalinotto

Greece, a country of 11 million people
in southeastern Europe, has become the
epicenter of the world capitalist economic
crisis that first appeared in the U.S. with
the 2008 financial near-meltdown. While
the Greek workers continued their heroic
resistance in the streets, imperialist lead-
ers and bankers have made it clear that
they prefer complete control of the Greek
political process rather than allow even a
sham democracy in Athens.

For one week, Greek political events
made the front page of the corporate
dailies in both the news and business
sections. The imperialist banks’ attempt
to squeeze payments on usurious loans
from the Greek workers forced a reorga-
nization of Greek’s capitalist government.
By the evening of Nov. 6, the unpopular
Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou had
stepped down.

FRANCE
Thousands
oppose G-20

Thousands of protesters converged on
the sixth summit of the Group of Twenty
(G-20) Finance Ministers and Central
Bank Governors, which met in Cannes,
France, from Nov. 3 to Nov. 4. As with
previous G-20 meetings, local demonstra-
tors were joined by others from Spain, Bel-
gium, Britain, Japan, Mexico, France and
other countries. (Prensa Latina, Nov. 4)

Along with protests concluding with a
mass demonstration at Garibaldi Square
in Nice, France, activists also held a Peo-
ple’s Forum to denounce unemployment,
the cutting of social services and other
austerity measures being imposed by gov-
ernments around the world.

— LeiLani Dowell

Papandreou’s PASOK party and its
rival right-wing New Democracy Party
agreed to form a “grand coalition” gov-
ernment that would implement an auster-
ity program on behalf of Greek, European
and U.S. big capital. No new prime min-
ister had been named. The next leader
will undoubtedly receive more confidence
from the imperialist bankers than from
the Greek people.

Behind the crisis

The corporate media in the U.S. and
Western Europe have misrepresented
the Greek crisis as caused by lazy Greek
workers and wild government spending
on social services. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth.

Greece’s inability to pay its sovereign
debt stems from the worldwide capitalist
downturn that threw the Greek economy
into recession. This was exacerbated by
extravagant government spending on the
Greek military, demanded for its role in
NATO, and the failure of the major Greek
businesses of shipping and banking to pay
taxes.

The imperialist banks, mainly in Ger-
many and France — but these banks also
include capital from U.S. investors — were
more than willing to buy Greek govern-
ment bonds — as long as the interest rates
were high, sometimes four times as high
as on loans offered in Germany. They ex-
pected a bailout from the European Union
if Greece failed to pay for these usurious
loans, whose interest obligations alone
were 8.9 percent of the national budget.

With the Greek economy tumbling, the
banks pressured Europe’s political lead-
ers — such as Angela Merkel of Germany
and Nicolas Sarkozy of France — to force
the Greek government to impose auster-
ity to squeeze the debt payments out of
the Greek workers. The austerity includes
laying off government workers, cutting
social programs, raising property taxes
and privatizing the remaining national-
ized property in Greece, including historic
sites like the Parthenon.

Greek youth battle police over austerity
measures, October 2011.

What turns the local, Greek situation
into a world crisis is that if Greece were to
refuse the austerity program and stop debt
payments, this could provoke a similar cri-
sis in Italy, whose economy is seven times
as large as Greece’s. It could put the entire
eurozone at risk of a financial crisis and a
new European recession, which would re-
duce economic growth worldwide.

For the Greek working class, how
strong the euro is as a world currency is
not as important as what job they have,
what they have to eat, what shelter, and
what schools and hospitals are available.
Prior austerity programs have already
closed, in 2011, some 1,054 schools, more
than 50 hospitals and dozens of university
departments, while unemployment has
risen rapidly to nearly 17 percent.

A new austerity program would pro-
voke a deeper recession and increase all
those numbers.

Papandreou’s maneuver
with the referendum

Papandreou first made an agreement
on Oct. 27 with the European imperialists
for a new austerity plan in return for new
loans and a partial debt writedown. This
unpopular move made his political future
bleak.

In a maneuver aimed at saving his po-
litical career, Papandreou then declared
that Greece would hold a popular referen-
dum on the European plan. He was gam-
bling on waging a campaign to frighten
most Greeks into backing the program for
fear of leaving the eurozone.

But Europe’s big banks wanted no part
of Papandreou’s gamble. Forget democ-
racy when it comes to big money. Like
questions of war and peace, questions of
financial stability are not what the impe-
rialist ruling class — in the U.S. as well as
in Western Europe — will put to a popular
vote, even when they dominate the propa-
ganda machine.

On the eve of the G-20 summit in
Cannes, France, on Nov. 3-4, Sarkozy and
Merkel raised a howl. Like other leaders of
smaller predatory gangs, they made an of-
fer that neither Papandreou nor PASOK’s
conservative rivals in New Democracy
could refuse. New Democracy and PASOK
had to form a joint regime to assure that
Greece backs the agreement. Forget any
consultation with the Greek people.

The Greek capitalist regime intends to
impose the austerity plan and pass a bud-
get in the next few months and then, with
this already in place, hold new parliamen-
tary elections in February 2012.

Greek workers still fighting

While the Greek working class has no
representation in the new government,
they still have the streets and the power
to withhold their labor. There have been a
half dozen general strikes in the last year
alone, and dozens of other major mass
actions as the Greek workers continue
their heroic struggle against the big capi-
talists of Greece, Europe and world impe-
rialism. Another one is set for Nov. 10 to
continue protesting the new program.

At a rally outside Parliament on Nov.
4, Aleka Papariga, general secretary of
the Communist Party of Greece (KKE),
said, “The KKE calls on the people to
struggle for the people’s ownership over
the concentrated means of production in
industry, for the socialization of land, of
the big businesses in agriculture and the
concentrated trade sector.”

Papariga called for “disengagement
from the EU and cancellation of the
debt with people’s power.” (solidnet.org,
Nov. 7) O

Protests in Haiti vs. widespread cholera, suffering

By G. Dunkel

Conditions in Haiti are growing ever
more desperate. As misery and repres-
sion grow, so too does resistance.

Hundreds of thousands of Haitians
are living under shreds of fabric that
used to be tarps or tents, in the camps
set up for survivors of the Jan. 12, 2010,
earthquake.

More than 6,500 Haitians have died
from cholera since last year. Accord-
ing to Dr. Renaud Piarroux, a cholera

powers, like the U.S. and France, who
installed Minustah.

The Artibonite has suffered a serious
economic blow from cholera, because it
is a rice growing area, and workers are
refusing to go into the paddies because
that is where they get cholera. Haitians
in the diaspora have also stopped visit-
ing because of fear of cholera, and the
agricultural products of the area have
lost their markets. At Hinche, another
city in the Artibonite, a demonstration
protesting Minustah and cholera took

specialist at Aix-Marseilles University,
10,000 new cases are being reported
each month. Around 600,000 Haitians
have been sickened with the disease. A
United Nations report released in October
says Haiti is the country in the world most
affected by cholera.

Haitians and most experts believe that
Minustah, the U.N. force that began oc-
cupying Haiti seven years ago, introduced
cholera into Haiti over a year ago by
dumping raw sewerage into a river used
by people for drinking and bathing.

Sanitation and access to clean water are
essential to limit the spread of cholera.

In 652 of the camps created to shelter
people displaced by the earthquake, only
7 percent had access to clean water in Au-
gust, and out of 12,000 latrines needed,

only 38 percent were usable. The money
for cleaning and servicing these latrines
ran out in August.

Only 12 percent of the camps have fa-
cilities for hand washing, compared to 20
percent in March. The National Director-
ate for Water and Sanitation of the Hai-
tian government conducted this survey in
August, which was reported by the U.N.’s
Office of Coordination for Humanitarian
Affairs.

Half of all Haitians don’t get enough to
eat, and more than that live on less than
$1 aday. At least eight hundred thousand
people have no regular access to basic
staples. Less than one-third of all Hai-

PHOTO: HAITI LIBERTE
Banner says: ‘Long live Haiti without occupation. Justice and reparations for the victims of cholera.
Mobilization Collective to compensate the victims of cholera!

tians have a regular job.

On Oct. 19, hundreds of protesters took
to the streets in Port-au-Prince and Peite-
Riviére, a small city in the Artibonite, the
central part of Haiti, where cholera was
introduced.

In Port-au-Prince on Oct. 19 — the one-
year anniversary of the cholera outbreak
— hundreds of people responded to the
call of the Collective for Reparations for
Cholera Victims. They took the streets in
Fort-National, a working-class communi-
ty in Port-au-Prince, and carried placards
denouncing Minustah; the U.N.; Bill Clin-
ton, who heads the commission control-
ling Haiti’s finances; and the imperialist

place Oct. 31. (Haiti-Liberté, 2 novem-
bre, 26 octobre)

The Movement for Liberty, Equal-
ity and Fraternity for all Haitians (or Mo-
leghaf — derived from its name in Creole)
has been conducting a picket line in front
of the Ministry of Social Affairs every Tues-
day for a few months. They are struggling
against unemployment, hunger, misery
and the high cost of living.

At the picket line on Oct. 25, eight Mo-
leghaf militants were arrested and taken
to the main police station. Moleghaf called
for a mobilization to free them, and when
a judge held a hearing the next day, with
several dozen militants marching outside,
they were released immediately. Moleghaf
has announced it intends to continue its
protest. O
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With assassination of FARC leader

The struggle continues in Colombia

By Berta Joubert-Ceci

Alfonso Cano, leader of the Revolution-
ary Armed Forces of Colombia-People’s
Army (FARC-EP) was killed in combat
on Nov. 4 by the Colombian Army in that
country’s southwest region of Cauca. For
several hours that day, dozens of heli-
copters and planes surrounded this rural
area, the home of peasant families, and
then they started bombing, hitting the
place where the FARC leader was.

Cano’s compariera, Patricia Gonzalez,
and another guerrilla fighter responsible
for communications were also killed.

According to a video by mainstream
Caracol news, the military had been track-
ing Cano for more than five years with
U.S. assistance and had had army troops
infiltrate the community and intercept
phone calls of Cano’s closest comrades in
an effort to track him down.

TeleSUR had broad coverage of the
massacre, reporting that peasants, some
of whose homes were bombed, were try-
ing to flee the bombing that continued af-
ter Cano’s death.

Alfonso Cano, communist & FARC leader

Cano was leader of the FARC, having
replaced FARC founder Manuel Marulan-
da in 2008, when this legendary guerrilla
leader died of natural causes in the jungle
that housed him and where he fought for
most of his life. In his youth, Cano had
studied anthropology and law in the Na-
tional University. He was an activist with
the Colombian Communist Party before
he joined the FARC.

Cano was among those who founded
the Patriotic Union (UP) electoral party in
the 1980s when the FARC tried to engage
politically in the electoral arena during
a cease-fire in the guerrilla war. Though
the UP had many political victories in the
1986 elections, the state and death squads

‘Free ALL the
Cuban Five!”

By Cheryl LaBash
New York

On Nov. 5, the auditorium at the Ser-
vice Employees union Local 1199 build-
ing in New York filled with the call to free
the Cuban Five at a public event corre-
sponding with a meeting of the National
Network on Cuba. The purpose of the
meeting and the spirit of those participat-
ing were expressed in a message read by
Nancy Cabrera from Casa de las Américas
written by Ramén Labafino on behalf
of the Cuban Five — Labafino, Gerardo
Hernandez, Fernando Gonzélez, Antonio
Guerrero, René Gonzalez — especially for
this gathering.

A great but incomplete joy was felt
when seeing recently released brother
René Gonzalez in the arms of his daugh-
ters, and hearing his words to the Cuban
people while still being forced to remain
in the U.S. against his will and reason.

assassinated more than 4,000 of its mem-
bers in the following years, and the FARC
resumed the guerrilla struggle.

Under Cano’s leadership, the FARC
reoriented their strategies to respond to
the newest and vicious anti-insurgent at-
tacks promoted by Washington’s Plan Co-
lombia. This regained them some ground
during the period from 2009 to 2011 that
they had lost earlier.

Many articles and reports, including a
statement from the courageous Colom-
bian former senator and peace activist,
Piedad Cordoba, call Cano’s killing a seri-
ous setback for the peace process in that
beleaguered country. Cano’s leadership
helped bring about the release of numer-
ous persons that the guerrilla army had
held in the hope of winning the release of
the many FARC members in Colombian
and U.S. jails and an eventual peace ne-
gotiation that would end the Colombian
people’s suffering.

Colombian president, Juan Manuel
Santos, whom the media have presented
as a “gentler” figure compared with his
paramilitary predecessor, Alvaro Uribe,
is still part of the oligarchy and a pro-war
figure. Santos was Uribe’s minister of de-
fense, and as such, he plotted the massa-
cre in 2008 in Sucumbios, Ecuador, that
killed FARC leader Rall Reyes, several
other FARC members and four Mexican
students who were visiting the encamp-
ment for a research study.

Under his ministry the “false posi-
tive” fraud was initiated. The corpses of
the mostly young people the army killed
were then dressed as guerrillas. The re-
gime then claimed the military had killed
“guerrillas in combat.” No one has been
punished for these murders.

Santos claims he is working for peace.
But instead of engaging in negotiations
with the insurgent forces of the FARC and
the National Liberation Army (ELN), he

Alfonso Cano

states that if you “cut off the head, you kill
the monster.” (“acabando la cabeza, ter-
mina el monstruo”) Thus he aims to end
the guerrilla war by assassinating the in-
surgent leaders.

The FARC-EP to continue its struggle

Santos has misjudged the depth of the
FARC. Several FARC leaders have been
killed — Reyes, Ivan Rios, Jorge Bricefio
(el Mono Jojoy) — and the historic leader,
Marulanda, died a natural death, yet the
guerrilla struggle has continued, with oth-
er leaders assuming the direction. There
is no reason to believe this time will be
different.

Revolutionary belligerent forces are
born from conditions of extreme inequal-
ity and injustice. They are not terrorists,
isolated from the people, but are sus-
tained by the aspirations of a people to be
free and develop their own destiny. And
as such, they have echo in the poorest sec-
tors of the nation.

In an article by José Antonio Gutiérrez
on Oct. 14, entitled “Santos: green light for
dirty war in Colombia,” the author explains
that wealthy landowners have a vested in-
terest in keeping the war against the insur-
gency alive. They use the paramilitaries to

terrorize communities in order to tighten
their hold on the land when the residents
flee the paramilitaries’ terror.

Gutiérrez quotes from a report of the
Corporacién Nuevo Arco Iris (CNALI), an
NGO led by Ledn Valencia, whom Gutiér-
rez says is close to Santos. Even Valencia
admits that “the ones that paradoxically
guarantee the property of the peasants is
an illegal armed group — the FARC — and
not the state.” (http://anarkismo.net)

The FARC continue to recruit. They
are armed. They know the jungle. If they
wanted to, they could “escape” and demo-
bilize as Santos has demanded. But they
have not. In fact, their public statement af-
ter Cano’s death was: “This will not be the
first time that the oppressed and exploited
of Colombia cry for one of their great lead-
ers. Nor either will it be the first time that
they will replace him with the anger and
the absolute conviction in the victory. The
peace in Colombia will not be born out of
any guerrilla demobilization, but of the
definitive abolition of the causes that give
birth to the uprising. There is an estab-
lished policy and that is the one that will
be continued.” (www.abpnoticias.com)

Now that the U.S. government has
signed the Free Trade Agreement despite
the horrendous human rights abuses in
Colombia, including the killing of union
leaders and social activists, the poverty
and extreme inequality will only be likely
to increase. Social rumblings by trade
union leaders, and social, Indigenous and
student activists are already making head-
lines with a new resurgence of activism.

The armed resistance is a reflection and
is part of the whole movement that tries
to form a new reality for the benefit of
the Colombian masses, each with its own
ways of struggle, armed and unarmed,
but all towards the same goal: peace, and
social and economic justice.

Compafiero Alfonso Cano, jPresente! O

NEW YORK MEETING

Ramon Labanino Salazar,
Rene Gonzalez Sehwerert,
Fernando Gonzalez Llort and
Antonio Guerrero Rodriguez.

“We are not naive. These more than 13
years of legal struggle have shown time
and again that this process is absolutely
political and that the decisions handed
down come and are dealt from higher
levels. Because of all this, the fact that we
are gathered here today in this space is so
important for all of us. It is time to mobi-
lize ourselves to the maximum, to demon-
strate, to protest, to write, to make calls, to
publish and in this way to make the truth
that we defend count, so that truth and
real justice is served.

“In the same way that today in so many
parts of the world the ‘indignados’ are mo-
bilized against all the outrages and exploi-
tation, so should we. And we know that in
this solidarity we can uphold freedom. We
are optimistic because we are confident in

RAINBOW SOLIDARITY

In Defense of CUBA

Leslie Feinberg, author of Stone Butch Blues

This ground-breaking book documents

revolutionary Cuba’s inspiring trajectory of progress
towards liberation of sexualities, genders and sexes.
Available at Amazon and bookstores around the country

http://www.workers.org/lavender-red/

Speakers demand freedom for the Five, Nov. 5.

the eternal power of our people and the
beautiful truth that we defend. We are sure
that one day soon we will all be united,
defending other just causes, and demand-
ing freedom for other sisters and brothers
that are in similar circumstances.”

The statement addressed the extraordi-
nary punishment for Gerardo Hernandez,
who is suffering two life sentences and the
denial of any visitation from his spouse,
Adriana Pérez; the current habeas corpus
appeals in process; and the extreme mea-
sures and expense by the U.S. govern-
ment to oppress and deport immigrant
workers, tearing their families apart.

WW PHOTO: CHERYL LABASH

Speakers included Esperanza Luzbert
from the Cuban Institute of Friendship
with the Peoples (ICAP); the Rev. Luis Bar-
rios, newly appointed co-executive director
of the Interreligious Foundation for Com-
munity Organization/Pastors for Peace;
Thenjiwe McHarris, Amnesty Interna-
tional northeast field organizer; attorney
Michael Tarif Warren, who introduced
Miami attorney Richard Klugh, an original
and appellate member of the Cuban Five
legal defense team; Gloria LaRiva, Nation-
al Committee to Free the Cuban Five; and
Alicia Jrapko, International Committee for
the Freedom of the Cuban Five.q
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Super cutbacks loom

secret Star Chamber is meeting
Aright now in Washington, D.C. Like

those of Medieval English mon-
archies, this assembly flouts its abuse of
power. Its sessions are held behind closed
doors, far from members of the public
whose fate they are deciding.

The 12 Republicans and Democrats
on the congressional super committee
(formerly the Joint Select Committee on
Deficit Reduction) are surreptitiously
making monumental budgetary deci-
sions. The standard of living and quality
of life for tens of millions of people in this
country is in jeopardy.

Yet, it's Wall Street’s dream. This body
is doing what the capitalist class has
wanted to do for decades: Undo the social
insurance and health care plans that the
working class fought for and won — and
paid for.

Its mission is to come up with a 10-
year “deficit reduction” plan to cut $1.2
trillion from the federal budget. Congress
would have to OK it and then it would go
to President Barack Obama to sign. Re-
publicans have proposed $2.2 trillion in
cutbacks, with most coming from social
programs. They vehemently oppose any
new taxes for the superrich.

However, the Democrats have put
forth a $3.2 trillion plan that goes even
further than the super committee’s man-
date and is to the right of many biparti-
san plans. It includes some tax increases
for the wealthy, but — and it’s a big but
— their plan also proposes massive cut-
backs, including a $475 billion reduction
for Medicare and Medicaid.

The committee has until so-called
Thanksgiving eve to arrive at a severe
austerity plan, as required by the Budget
Control Act. If it doesn’t, an automatic
trigger will cut $1.2 trillion “across the
board,” hammering essential social
insurance and government programs.
Although it mandates “equal cuts” to the
military budget, the Pentagon will never
go without war funding.

Either way, the masses of people are
being squeezed between a proverbial rock
and a hard place.

The National Organization for Women’s
Action Alert calls for mass pressure on
Congress to oppose “Politicians’ raid [of]
critically important programs that benefit
millions in order to pay for ... wars, Wall
Street greed and politicians’ failure to
require millionaires and billionaires to pay
their fair share in federal taxes.”

NOW condemned committee Re-
publicans who all voted for “the notori-
ous Ryan budget, which would have
decimated Medicare and Medicaid and
threatened the integrity of Social Secu-
rity, while ... enhancing tax breaks for big
corporations and millionaires.”

“But,” NOW says, “it’s beyond distress-
ing to see some Democrats ... embracing
plans that would cause great hardship
on retirees — mainly women, particu-
larly women of color, as well as people
with severe disabilities and our oldest
seniors. The Democrats’ proposal would
change the cost-of-living allowance so
that monthly benefits are dramatically
reduced, further impoverishing the mil-
lions of seniors [and disabled people]
who depend exclusively on their Social
Security check.”

NOW chastised Democrats for not
having a strong revenue-generating plan:
“Their proposed ratio of spending cuts
to revenue increases is ... miserable ...
the most anemic of all deficit reduction
plans.”

National polls show that the majority
of people oppose cutting Social Security
or health care programs, raising eligibil-
ity ages or putting more medical costs on
their backs.

There are ways to solve the “deficit
crisis” without further harm to working-
class and poor communities. A “People’s
Super Committee” could propose: First,
terminate the Bush tax cuts for the
wealthiest 5 percent. This would raise $2
trillion over 10 years. Second, end U.S.
wars abroad: Interventions in Iraq and
Afghanistan have cost more than $1.3
trillion. Third, stop bank bailouts: Tril-
lions of dollars have been handed over in
recent years.

What can be done? Workers World
congratulates anti-war activists who
disrupted a super committee session, and
we cheer on the “Occupy Wall Street”
movement that is challenging capitalist
greed. WW supports wholeheartedly the
call for an Occupy for Jobs Movement
mandated at the Nov. 5 People’s As-
sembly at Hostos Community College in
Bronx, N.Y. (See page 5.)

The only way to set back this criminal,
pro-corporate onslaught on the multina-
tional working class is to continue and
increase mass pressure and protests. All
the social programs now under attack
were won through struggle and belong to
the people.o

Students walk out against Zionism

Supporters of Palestine organized a
successful protest and demonstration
against an lIsraeli Defense Force spokes-
person, who spoke at a Zionist forum at
the Wayne State University campus in
Detroit on Nov. 1. With only 15 hours no-
tice, Arab-American youth issued a call to
pack the forum. More than 120 people re-
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sponded, wearing red duct tape over their
mouths and holding signs opposing Zion-
ism. In unison, the supporters of Pales-
tine walked out of the auditorium, leaving
behind 20 or so people in the audience.
The youth regrouped outside and held a
militant demonstration denouncing the

Israeli settler state.
— Mike Shane

PALESTINE

U.S., Israel attack
humanitarian aid

By Gene Clancy

On Nov. 4, the Israeli Defense Forces
forcibly boarded a Canadian vessel and an
Irish boat which were carrying humani-
tarian supplies to desperate Palestinians
who are suffering from an illegal Israeli
blockade.

Although no resistance was offered, the
IDF, nevertheless, sent activists on board
the vessels to a prison in Israel to await
deportation.

The activists on the Canadian ship, the
Tahrir, posted signs on the vessel written
in red ink in English and Hebrew reading
“Gaza Blockade Is Illegal” and “Attack-
ing an Unarmed Ship Is Piracy,” a photo
posted on the group’s Twitter feed shows.
(Bloomberg Business Week, Nov. 4)

The boats were carrying about $30,000
worth of medicines and letters from
school children.

Speaking after prayers at a Gaza City
mosque, Ismail Haniyeh, the Hamas
prime minister, addressed the passengers
aboard the boats, saying, “Your message
has been delivered whether you make it or
not.” (ABC News, Nov. 4)

“The siege is unjust and must end,”
Haniyeh said.

The day before the seizure, the Obama
administration warned U.S. citizens on
the boats that they may face legal action
for violating Israeli and U.S. law.

State Department spokeswoman Vic-
toria Nuland said the U.S. was renewing
its warning to Americans “not to involve
themselves in this activity.” (Reuters,
Nov. 5)

Israeli aggression against the Palestin-
ians and their supporters was not limited
to their attack on the flotilla. On Nov. 3,
Israeli soldiers entered Palestinian farm-
land inside northern Gaza. When the Pal-
estinians defended their land, the Israelis
called in an air strike which killed two
young men. The latest killings followed
the killing of 10 civilians by IDF air strikes
just the week before.

Holding poor people hostage

Military attacks on Palestinians and
their supporters are apparently not
enough for the Israelis and their im-
perialist supporters. Enraged because
UNESCO, a United Nations agency, had
accepted Palestine as a full member of the
organization, the U.S. abruptly cut off its
share of funding, over $60 million, threat-
ening the ability of this entirely peaceful
agency to carry out its mission. Israel Ra-
dio reported that Israel too would default
on its annual contribution to UNESCO.
All members of the U.N. are required to
contribute to the UNESCO fund accord-
ing to a sliding scale.

UNESCO'’s stated aim is “to contribute
to the building of peace, the eradication
of poverty, sustainable development and
intercultural dialogue through education,
the sciences, culture, communication
and information” (“Introducing Unesco,”
Unesco.org)

The U.S. action showed its willingness
to strike at poor people throughout the
world to support its Zionist ally.

For their part, the Israelis quickly
moved from piracy on the high seas
to outright theft. On Nov. 1, Israel an-
nounced that it would punitively suspend
the monthly transfer of roughly $100 mil-
lion in customs, border and some income
taxes that it collects on behalf of the Pal-
estinians and relays to their government
in the West Bank.

This is income that the Palestinian Au-
thority depends on to administer basic
infrastructure and social services. The
cutoff comes just days before a Muslim
holiday.

The Israelis also announced that they
were speeding up their illegal settlements
on the West Bank as a reprisal against the
UNESCO decision.

Preparing for war in the Middle East

U.S. and Israeli aggression against the
Palestinian people must be viewed within
the context of the U.S. and its allies’ war
strategy against Iran.

According to the Daily Mail in Britain,
“Barack Obama and [British Prime Min-
ster] David Cameron are preparing for
war because of fears “that Iran now has
enough enriched uranium for four nucle-
ar weapons,” (Nov. 2)

Another British newspaper, The Guard-
ian, reports that British military officials
believe the U.S. may decide to step up
plans for targeted missile attacks against
some key lranian facilities, and the of-
ficials “say that if Washington presses
ahead it will seek, and receive, U.K. mili-
tary help for any mission.” (Nov. 2)

A “preemptive” strike against Iran was
also discussed at an Israeli cabinet meet-
ing. (AP, Nov. 1)

Iran has been a steadfast supporter of
the Palestinian struggle, and Israel has
identified Iran as its main enemy in the
world. The U.S. has itseyeson Iran’s large
oil deposits, strategic location, and most
of all, its pursuit of an anti-imperialist
foreign policy.

Iran has repeatedly stated that its nu-
clear program is for peaceful purposes.
The state of Israel has hundreds and the
U.S. tens of thousands of nuclear weap-
ons.

The U.S.-Israeli buildup for a wider
war in the Middle East must be resisted
by peace loving people everywhere. O

GAZA: Symbol of Resistance
A book of articles from WW, edited by Joyce Chediac

The compelling story of how Gazans withstood blockade
and bombardment only to stand tall, refusing to give up
the right to determine their own lives and to choose their
own government; how Gaza’s courage inspired a worldwide
solidarity movement determined to break the blockade
and deliver aid; exposes the forces behind the punishment
of Gaza, and how a growing people’s media is breaking the
mainstream media’s information blockade on this event.

Order at Amazon.com or bookstores around the country
http://gazaresistancebook.com/
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As imperialism expands in Africa

Libyan forces regroup to resist puppet regime

By Abayomi Azikiwe
Editor, Pan-African News Wire

As the U.S.-NATO war against Libya
enters another phase, the neocolonial de-
signs on the state with the largest oil re-
serves in Africa become more and more
obvious. Executive decrees enacted by
the imperialist-installed National Tran-
sitional Council are attempting to reverse
the gains made since the beginning of the
Al-Fateh Revolution of Sept. 1, 1969.

The announcement that the country
will be governed by Islamic law must be
examined in relationship to the actual
policies of the NTC regime.

The social gains of the Al-Fateh Revo-
lution under Moammar Gadhafi guaran-
teed free education, health care, housing,
pensions and civil rights of the Indig-
enous people and women. These ben-
efits will be targeted under the existing
system. Objectively, the status of women
is threatened with the repeal of the mar-
riage act instituted under the Jamabhiriya
(Gadhafi’s name for the state translated
as “state of the masses”) republic, which
accorded women the right to divorce and
inherit property.

Widespread retribution is being carried
out by the NTC forces against loyalists of
the former government.

Nonetheless, these changes being im-
posed on the Libyan people are being met
with growing objections and resistance.
This defiance is being revealed through
graffiti painted on walls that sharply criti-
cize and condemn the puppet government
and call for its removal.

An effort is underway to formally orga-
nize opposition to the neocolonial plans
for Libya. It is largely based in the south-
west of the country. In the region known
as the Sahel, former officials, operatives
and supporters of the Gadhafi govern-
ment are meeting on a daily basis to chart
the next phase of the struggle to reclaim
their nation.

Calling itself the Libyan Liberation
Front, the organization plans to activate
existing popular committees established
during the rule of Gadhafi to initiate a
campaign to render the NTC regime un-
governable. The country is awash with
sophisticated light arms, mortars and
short-range missiles as a result of the
wide distribution of these weapons by the
Jamahiriya government in the aftermath
of the U.S.-NATO onslaught on this North
African state.

Also the LLF is examining ways of in-
tervening in the supposed national elec-
tions that the NTC announced recently
in Tripoli. These elections are slated to
be held by mid-2012, and LLF forces are
planning to field candidates — if they are
not banned by the pro-Western regime.

Prospects for a national resistance
movement in Libya

Despite the disaffection of certain sec-
tors of the Libyan population from the
Gadhafi government, demonstrations in
support of the Jamahiriya attracted hun-

dreds of thousands of people prior to the
fall of Tripoli in late August.

With the destruction of the national
infrastructure, along with the theft of the
state treasury and foreign assets of Libya,
anger and discontent are spreading rap-
idly. These factors will breed resistance to
the current political situation and spark
acts of rebellion that the NTC will face.

In addition, NTC forces are heavily
armed by the U.S. and NATO and remain
largely an undisciplined network of au-
tonomous units. Deep divisions within
rebel ranks have resulted in shootouts
among various factions. The apparent po-
litical leadership of the NTC has been un-
able to rein in the armed militias, which
have refused to unite into a single military
structure controlled by the officials.

Meanwhile, reports indicate that neigh-
boring Niger is serving as a rear base for
the LLF as they organize for future actions.
According to one member of the resistance
movement, “More than 800 organizers
have arrived from Libya just to Niger and
more are coming every day.” (Franklin
Lamb, counterpunch.org, Nov. 4-6)

This loyalist fighter is quoted as saying,
“It is not like your Western media pres-
ents the situation, of desperate Gadhafi
loyalists frantically handing out bundles
of cash and gold bars to buy their safe-
ty from the NATO death squads now
swarming around the northern areas
of our motherland. Our brothers have
controlled the borderless routes in this
region for thousands of years and they
know how not to be detected even by
NATO satellites and drones.”

The LLF is reported to be working ini-
tially toward building a “people’s struggle
employing the Maoist tactic of 1,000 cuts
against the current group claiming to rep-
resent Libya.” Resistance movement or-
ganizers have access to satellite phones,
laptops and other equipment that will be
utilized to gather information and dis-
patch fighters throughout the country.

The LLF has already claimed responsi-
bility for two major operations inside the
country. The bombing of a fuel storage fa-
cility in Sirte, which was reported in the
Nov. 10 issue of Workers World, resulted
in the reported deaths of more than 100
NTC rebels. Also the LLF says that it car-
ried out the assassination of NTC official,
Amin al-Manfur al-Manfa, who had pre-
viously worked for Gadhafi but switched
sides after the Feb. 17 rebellion began in
Benghazi. (adnkronos.com, Nov. 4)

An LLF spokesperson was quoted as
saying that the movement is launching
a campaign of assassination targeting
the 500 top officials and operatives of
the NTC regime. The resistance move-
ment stresses, “We are ready to initiate
a campaign to eliminate all the leaders
of the National Transitional Council, kill-
ing them one by one. This is only the first
list that we intend to draw up. There are
names of all the traitors that deserve the
death penalty.” (feb17.info, Nov. 4)

At the same time LLF officials have de-
nied reports that the son and heir-appar-
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ent of Moammar Gadhafi, Seif al-Islam,
is seeking to turn himself in to the Inter-
national Criminal Court to stand trial for
alleged war crimes. Statements made by
Seif al-Islam over the last several weeks
have reaffirmed his commitment to resis-
tance against the neocolonial regime now
claiming to be the legitimate authorities
in Libya.

The ICC issued arrest warrants against
Moammar Gadhafi, Seif al-Islam and oth-
er officials during the imperialist bomb-
ing campaign earlier this year. This body,
located in the Netherlands, serves as a
tool of Western foreign policy in efforts
aimed at regime change in various Afri-
can states.

The ICC is notorious for its attempts
to prosecute African leaders. It has not
targeted any official from the imperial-
ist states and their allies who have com-
mitted horrendous war crimes over the
last two decades. Although the ICC made
statements indicating that it would inves-
tigate crimes committed by the NATO-led
NTC forces, no indictments have been
issued against the rebels, let alone their
supporters within the ruling classes based
in Western Europe and North America.

Anti-imperialist solidarity with Africa,
including Libya

The U.S.-NATO war in Libya, the in-
stallation of a puppet regime, and the
large-scale theft of the treasury and na-
tional resources of the country portend
much for the rest of the African continent.
Africa’s strategic role of supplying oil and
minerals to the world capitalist system is
necessitating the expansion of militarism
on the continent.

Developments in Libya cannot be
viewed separately from the enhancement
of the role of the U.S. Africa Command in
various countries. In Central and East Af-
rica, the Pentagon has dispatched at least
100 advisers and Special Forces comman-
dos to four separate independent states.

In Somalia, hundreds are being killed
every week by CIA-Pentagon predator
drones in a military campaign to liqui-

date the Al-Shabaab Islamic resistance
movement, which controls large sections
in the center and south of this Horn of
Africa nation. The U.S.-backed regime in
Kenya has launched a full-scale invasion
of southern Somalia, supported by Wash-
ington and Paris.

Kenyan military forces lost 15 soldiers
on Nov. 6 when their battalion was am-
bushed by Al-Shabaab fighters in the
southern town of Tabata. Kenyan air force
planes have dropped bombs in southern
Somalia, and the French navy has also
shelled areas thought to be occupied by
Al-Shabaab supporters.

These attacks on the sovereignty and
independence of Africa will continue.
African peoples will inevitably organize
politically and militarily to meet this re-
newed challenge on the part of imperial-
ism to solidify its neocolonial control of
the continent.

The pro-Western regimes in Africa are
economically and socially fragile and are
therefore subject to pressures exerted by
the U.S. and other imperialist states. The
anti-war movement inside North Ameri-
ca and Europe must categorically oppose
this new wave of military interventions in
Africa.

These struggles in Africa against im-
perialist militarism are closely connected
with the worsening economic crisis in-
side the capitalist states. Resources that
should be utilized for the creation of jobs,
adequate housing, universal health care
and quality education in the Western
countries are being squandered in re-
peated failed attempts to dominate Africa,
Central and South Asia, the Middle East
and Latin America.

Consequently, progressive forces in
the Western countries must demonstrate
their maximum solidarity with the Afri-
can peoples in their fight against military
intervention and exploitation by the im-
perialist states. This international unity of
purpose and action can ensure the neces-
sary advancement needed during this pe-
riod to further the liberation of humanity
throughout the world. O
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Gira de ninos/as cubanos/as y votacion de la ONU
Demandan fin al bloqueo de Cuba

Por Cheryl LaBash

La Compafiia de Teatro Infantil de
Cuba, La Colmenita, concluyo6 su gira por
los Estados Unidos el 29 de octubre en la
ciudad de San Francisco. La visita de esta
entrafiable embajadora del Fondo Infantil
de la ONU coincidi6 con dos eventos im-
portantes para Cuba: el trigésimo quinto
aniversario del bombardeo del avion de la
aerolinea Cubana en Barbados y la vigési-
ma votacion anual de la ONU condenando
el bloqueo estadounidense de Cuba.

La obra més reciente de la Colmenita,
“Abracadabra”, representa la busqueda
por la escuela infantil, de “la esencia de las
cosas”, dirigida por una nueva profesora
joven. Los/as nihos/as a su vez guian a la
audiencia para que vea el encarcelamien-
to por parte de los EEUU de los cinco cu-
banos desde la perspectiva del pueblo cu-
bano, para quien los cinco son héroes que
trataban de proteger su patria socialista
de los ataques terroristas.

Casi todo el mundo en Cuba ha sido to-
cado personalmente por la campafia de ter-

ror que con impunidad por mas de 50 afios
ha sido librada contra ellos desde territorio
de Estados Unidos. La explosion del Vuelo
455 de Cubana de Aviacion mat6 a 73 per-
sonas, entre ellas al padre de Carlos Alberto
Cremata, el fundador y director de La Col-
menita, que a la sazén tenia 41 afios.

Luis Posada Carriles, uno de los arqui-
tectos de ese terror, sigue vivo y anda li-
bre en Miami a pesar de un pedido de ex-
tradicion por la Republica Bolivariana de
Venezuela y un tratado internacional que
obliga a que esos autores sean extradita-
dos o juzgados en su pais de residencia.

El 24 de octubre, La Colmenita trajo
canciones, musica y la verdadera historia
de los cinco cubanos, leida por el destaca-
do actor y activista Danny Glover ante las
Naciones Unidas. Las lagrimas, la alegria
y el baile despertados por estos/as irre-
sistibles jovenes intérpretes inspiraron a
la audiencia de la ONU como lo hicieron
en cada lugar que visitaron, deleitando a
personas de todas las edades con su amor
y calidez sin reparo.

Al dia siguiente, por vigésima vez con-

secutiva, la Asamblea General de la ONU
vot6 abrumadoramente, con la aprobacion
de 186 paises, por la “necesidad de poner
fin al bloqueo econémico, comercial y fi-
nanciero impuesto por los Estados Unidos
de América contra Cuba”. Como en la vo-
tacion del afio pasado, s6lo EEUU e Israel
votaron a favor de continuar el bloqueo de
Cuba. Micronesia, las Islas Marshall y Pa-
lau se abstuvieron.

Aunque los actos paramilitares de agre-
sién contra Cuba se destacan por su violen-
cia manifiesta y errdbneamente podrian atri-
buirse a actos desesperados por un pequefio
numero de fanaticos cubanos exiliados en
Florida, el bloqueo unilateral econémico
por EEUU significa un acto de guerra.
Revela que el objetivo general del gobierno
de Estados Unidos es destruir la revolucién
socialista independiente de Cuba.

En su declaracién antes de la votacion, el
ministro cubano de relaciones exteriores,
Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla informé que el
blogueo ha costado al pueblo cubano 975
mil millones de ddlares. Recordando la
Convenciéon de 1948 sobre Genocidio, él

se refiri6 al memorando del gobierno es-
tadounidense del 6 de abril de 1960 que
declaraba que los objetivos del bloqueo
eran “causar ... desencanto y desafeccion
basado en la insatisfaccion econémicay las
dificultades ... debilitar la vida econémica
de Cuba... negar dinero y suministros a
Cuba, para disminuir los salarios reales,
provocar hambre, desesperacion y el der-
rocamiento del Gobierno”.

El continué diciendo: “Estados Unidos
nunca ha ocultado el hecho de que el obje-
tivo que persigue es derrocar al gobierno
revolucionario y destruir el orden consti-
tucional que el pueblo soberano cubano
defiende. Eso es lo que el ex presidente
George Bush Ilam6 “un cambio de régi-
men”, que actualmente ha adquirido nue-
vas dimensiones”.

El total de votos de las Naciones Unidas
en 2010 fue de 187, uno mas que la vo-
tacion del 25 de octubre de este afio. Libia
estaba ausente, después de haber sufrido
un bombardeo masivo y la destruccion de
su gobierno independiente por la agresion
imperialista de los EEUU/OTAN. O

Wall Street y la campana anti-inmigrante

Por Teresa Gutierrez

El 18 de octubre la administracion
Obama anuncio que habia deportado a
casi 400.000 inmigrantes indocumen-
tados/as durante el afo fiscal 2011. “En
total, esta administracion ha deportado
casi 1,2 millones de personas, dejando
una estela de devastacion en las comuni-
dades latinas a través de la nacion”, dijo la
Unién Americana de Libertades Civiles en
un comunicado de prensa.

La comunidad latina tiene el mayor
grupo de inmigrantes en Estados Uni-
dos, pero personas procedentes de Asia,
Africa, el Cercano Oriente y el Caribe
también han sido victimas de la campafia
antiinmigrante que arrasa el pais. Las
deportaciones masivas y la detencion sin
precedente de trabajadores/as equivalen
a un tsunami de injusticia.

Es un ataque no sélo contra los/as tra-
bajadores/as inmigrantes sino realmente
contra toda la clase trabajadora. Su obje-
tivo no es sélo para aterrorizar a uno de
los sectores mas explotados de la clase
trabajadora, sino también para sembrar
division en un momento cuando la soli-
daridad y la unidad entre la clase obrera
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es tan decisiva.

No debemos equivocarnos, la de-
portaciéon y la detencion de los/as tra-
bajadores/as es un gran negocio. Es
enormemente rentable para la clase capi-
talista. Es por esto que la inmigracion y
la defensa de los/as trabajadores/as inmi-
grantes tiene mucho que ver con el mov-
imiento de Ocupar Wall Street.

Recientes articulos en la prensa progre-
sistay la produccion de un documental de
PBS, “Perdido en detencién” revelan la
profundidad de la injusticia. Algunos de
los datos demuestran la nefasta alianza
entre las parasiticas empresas y los politi-
cos de Washington que voluntariamente
aceptan ordenes de los altos ejecutivos
empresariales.

En un articulo escrito para el Pro-
grama de las Américas, Peter Cervantes-
Gautschi muestra que las dos empresas
mas grandes que construyen y operan las
carceles en los EEUU estan muy impli-
cadas en las legislaciones antiinmigrante
desde Georgia hasta Arizona. (cipameri-
cas.org) Esto no sorprende cuando el ca-
bildeo empresarial en Washington — que
implica cantidades obscenas de dinero —
es una de las razones de por qué hay tanta
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rabia contra Wall Street.

Las dosempresas que Cervantes-Gauts-
chi sefiala son la Corrections Corporation
of America (CCA) y el grupo GEO. Estas
dos empresas ya se han ganado la ira de
grupos progresistas. Los/as activistas pro
derechos de prisioneros/as y las familias
de los/as encarcelados/as durante afios
han denunciado la CCA por sus abusos y
por obtener ganancias del injusto encar-
celamiento de tantos/as en este pais.

Segun el Centro Pew, una de cada 99
personas en EEUU esta encarcelada. De-
bido al racismo generalizado e institucio-
nalizado, la tasa es criminalmente mas
alta para la gente negra y latina. Estados
Unidos tiene la tasa de encarcelacién més
alta del mundo, por lo que el desenfrena-
do esfuerzo por encarcelar a los/as inmi-
grantes no es ninguna sorpresa.

El Grupo GEO es una corporacion
mundial basada en la Florida. Es mal-
sanamente famosa por haber conseguido
el contrato en 2003 para administrar el
Campamento de Detencién de la Bahia de
Guantanamo en tierra ocupada de Cuba
socialista. Este centro de detencién ha
sido el objetivo de gente progresista por
su uso por el gobierno estadounidense
para detener ilegal e injustamente a mu-
sulmanes, especialmente bajo el pretexto
de “luchar contra el terrorismo”.

Seglin Cervantes-Gautschi, el GEO vy
la CCA solamente en un afio, gastaron
un total de $6 millones para cabildear
al Congreso. Senala que mientras los/as
trabajadores/as se manifestaban en ci-
fras récord en 2006, el escenario estaba
siendo arreglado para un cambio radical
en la politica de inmigracién hacia una de
aplicar duramente la ley.

Cervantes-Gautschi sefiala que los
“asesores de Wall Street recomendaron
publicamente que compraran acciones en
compafiias privadas de prisiones como las
CCA y GEO” y que por cada dolar gastado
en cabildear al gobierno, el GEO recibié
ingresos de $662 en contratos, para un

total de $996,7 millones”. La CCA recibi6
un total de $330,4 millones.

El documental de la PBS “Perdido en
detencion”, describe como desde 2008 ha
habido “niveles histéricos” de detenciones
y deportaciones, un hecho que para siem-
pre marcara a la administracion Obama.

El documental muestra cémo después
de que un/a trabajador/a es capturado/a
— en una redada semejante a las de la
Gestapo o0 en una detencion aterrorizante
por la policia — y antes de que él o ella
sea deportado/a, es encarcelado/a en lo
gue realmente es un almacén de seres hu-
manos, en centros de detencién donde las
corporaciones son las duefias y adminis-
tradoras.

El encarcelamiento de la mano de obra
migratoria representa el sistema de en-
carcelacion de mas rapido crecimiento en
este pais. Ya hay mas de 250 centros de
detencion de inmigrantes en los Estados
Unidos. Son lugares repugnantes, exacta-
mente como las prisiones que encarcelan
mayormente a afroamericanos/as y lati-
nos/as. Generalmente son construidas en
lugares remotos, lejos del lugar de resi-
dencia de los familiares de los/as deteni-
dos/as por lo cual es dificil la visita de sus
seres queridos.

Durante la detencion, los/as traba-
jadores/as indocumentados/as pueden
ser victimas de golpizas, muerte o vio-
lacion. El documental senala que muchos/
as no tienen acceso a representacion legal.
Muchos/as ruegan que les deporten sola-
mente para salir de esos terribles lugares.

Las detenciones y deportaciones ma-
sivas que afectan a millones de traba-
jadores/as y sus familias muestran que
la lucha por los derechos de inmigrantes
se conectara inevitablemente de una for-
ma masiva e integral con el movimiento
de Ocupar Wall Street. Esos sectores se
uniran con su justa rabia contra la clase
rica dominante que nos explota a todos/
as. La semilla de esa unidad ya ha sido
sembrada.



