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‘Gentrification
stops here!’

New York City community defends
park against police riot

By Michele Finkelman
and Michael Swietnicki
New York

Following an all-night battle with
the police on Aug. 6-7, residents of the
Lower East Side here won a key vic-
tory over the pro-landlord administra-
tion of New York City Mayor Ed Koch
and against the ongoing attempts to
gentrify them out of their own neigh-
borhood, a multinational community
of Latino, Black; Native, Asian and
white people.

Koch had tried to impose a 1 a.m.
curfew on Tompkins Square Park. By
the afternoon of Aug. 7, Koch was
forced to lift the curfew.

The struggle began as a community
protest against years of gentrification,

racism, police harassment and home-
lessness. The immediate reason was
the curfew, which was ruthlessly en-
forced by the cops. The protest devel-
oped into a battle for the streets be-
tween the police and the people of the
Lower EastSide.

A militant, multinational crowd
numbering over a thousand came out
to defend the park. The police re-
spanded by mobilizing over 450 of their
troops and a helicopter. Club-swinging
cops attacked everyone indiscrimi-
nately, beating protesters, residents
and by-standers alike.

Angry over the closing of the park
and an earlier police attack on an anti-
curfew protest the week before, resi-
dents had gathered for the 10 p.m. pro-
test.
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PALESTINE WILL WIN!

West Bank Palestinians are anxious to take over the
administration of their own land following the recent exit
of Jordan’s King Hussein. Optimism and confidence is
being expressed not only by the militant youth, but even by

those who havethemost tolose.
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Surrounded by police, the protesters
marched through the park chanting,
“No police state!” “Pigs out of the
park!” and “Take back the park!” They
also carried bannersreading, “Gentn-
fication is.class war” and “The park
belongs to the people.”

Asthe curfew approached, the crowd
becameincreasingly militant and the
number of police steadily grew.
Shortly after midnight the protesters
left the park and took over the streets,
blocking traffic on Avenue A and St.
Marks Place. A line of mounted police
confronted the crowd on Avenue A.

 Theangry demonstrators forced the
police to retreat to 7th Street, but as
the crowd turned to re-enter the park
the police charged and the crowd broke
andran.

Nearly 700 cops, mounted and on foot,
charged through the streets swinging
clubs and randomly beating anyone
within range. Residents and protest-
ers were beaten around the head, face
and ribs by the police, who screamed
racist and sexist slurs at the people of
the neighborhood. The cops had re-
moved their badges so that they could
not beidentified.

The media reported 54 were injured,
but since the majority of those who
were injured did not receive medical
attention, community leaders are es-
timating that the injuries number in
the hundreds. People were chased into
doorways, pulled off stoops, bloodied,
beaten and knocked unconscious as
the police continued their assault.

The area resembled a battleground
as a police helicopter flew dangerously
below rooflevel, creating a wind strong
enough to break windows and knock
down peoplein the streets.

As the wind from a helicopter
whipped dirt and debris into the faces
of these reporters, Joann Tactikos, a
neighborhood squatter, said, “I was

just sitting in the park and the cops

grabbed me by my hair and dragged
me out of the park. I live in a squat
and I rely on a park like this. All the
people who sleep here—where are they
gonna go?” Asthehelicopter hovered
over our heads, Joann raised her fist
in anger.

Despite rampant police brutality,
the people of the Lower East Side he-
roically stood their ground, grouping
and regrouping throughout the night.
Increasing anger at the police turned
what began as a protestinto a united
community-wide uprising as even peo-
ple who were not involved in the pro-
test joined in when they witnessed
their friends and neighbors being sav-
agely beaten by the cops.

Everyone in the community is
united against the forced gentrifica-

Continuedonpage 3
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Writers Guild settles. After 154
days on strike against the biggest pow-
ers of the entertainment industry,
screenwriters won a settlement on
Aug. 3. The new contract was approved
by avoteof2,111-to-412and on Aug. 8
writers in Hollywood and New York
were back at work. The most remark-
able feature of the Writers Guild strike
was unity; some 9,000 screenwriters
resisted continual attempts by TV and
movie producers to break down the un-
ion’s wall of solidarity and stood their
ground in a fight over residual pay-
ments for their work.

While a few writers make lots of
money for big box-office scripts, most

scramble to support themselvesin side
jobs durmg the long stretches between
writing assignments—that’s why re-
siduals are a bread-and-butter issue.
The Alliance of Motion Picture and
Television Producers repeatedly
served up ultimata and final offers, but
strikers responded with resounding
votes supporting their negotiating
team’s tough stance, and with picket
lines and rallies on both coasts.

NYU strike deadline. Clerical
and technical workers at New York
University (NYU), the biggest private
university in the U.S., have set a strike

housing,” Thomas said.

Jones for Congress! The opening rally of the John Jones for
Congress Campaign in Jersey City, N.J., was held in 103 degree heat.
Jones’ program for the workers and poor is being taken to the churches,
housing projects, tenants’ meetings and the streets. Above, A.J.
Thomas, one of the speakers, explains the campaign of the All-Peoples
Congress to run John Jones, the chairperson of the Billion Dollar
Housing Coalition, for the 14th Congressional Disti‘ict “Letit be
known that we were the first to force the city to declare an emergency in
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deadline for the end of August. The
1,500 workers, 70% women and 50%
Black, Latina, Asian, Native and Arab,
havebeen without a contract sincelast
November. Some of these workers are
faced with homelessness because pay is
solow. Margarita Aguilar, president of
AFT Local 3882, said this “is not only
anindictment of the housing system in
New York butis an indictment of NYU
which, through its low salaries and
poor benefits, forces people like Linda
Washington into poverty.” Linda
Washington is a NYU worker who is
homeless becausesheisn’t paid enough
to afford an apartment. Her struggle
recently received some media atten-
tion. The strike date is set to coincide
with fall registration at NYU.

Support Mexican workers.
Trade unionists from the U.S. went to
Juarez, Mexico earlier this summer to
show support for strikers at a
magquiladora (a multinational corpora-
tion’sfactory exploiting Mexican work-
ers at bare subsistence wages)—the
Eureka Co.s vacuum cleaner parts fac-
tory. The1,200 workers, who have no
union, had walked out to demand a 50%
wageincrease—they getless than $25
per week—and were met with tear gas
attacks from the police and company
goons. The U.S.labor support included
adonation of several thousand pounds
offood and participationin a daylong
rally by members of the Teamsters,
Communications Workers, Sheet
Metal Workers, Steelworkers and
other unions, and from the AFL-CIO,
led by El1 Paso AFL-CIO president Vic-
tor Munoz.

Eastern Air struggle. With the
unions at Eastern Airlines fighting for
their lives, the latest round went to the
workers—but the unionbuster of the
sky is poised for the next attack. The
Machinists and Air Line Pilots unions
obtained a temporary injunction pre-
venting Eastern from laying off 4,000
workers until Aug. 19. The unions say
theselayoffs, which would discard 12%
of the airline’s workforce, are entirely
designed to intimidate the remaining
workers into accepting drastic conces-
sions, while at the same time allowing
parent company Texas Air to shift
much of its operation to non-union Con-
tinental Airlines. Union lawyers pre-
sented the court with a confidential

“management memorandum they ob-

tained, which argues for the strategic
“shock value” of Eastern’s layoffs and
restructuring as a means of undermin-
ing the unions.

e o o

Stoughton Trailer strike. Auto

Workers Local 2247 has been on strike
against Stoughton Trailer in Wiscon-
sin since April, and strikers are appeal-
ing for support from the labor move-
ment. The key issue in the strike is
health and safety. According to strike
leaders, the company has been charged
with over 30 violations by OSHA in the
past three years: “With serious air con-
tamination, no guards on dangerous
machiniery, no barriers to contain fire
hazards and exposed high voltage
wires, Stoughton Trailer is not a safe
place to work.” Picketers have repeat-
edly been attacked, fined, and arrested
by the police, while scabs ram strikers
with their cars. Formore information
or to offer support, call Local 2247 at
(608) 873-8255.

contact the branch nearest you.

662-6417
(301) 889-9318

Mass. 02111 (617) 426-5626
(716) 855-3055

(312) 283-0851
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Mich. 48226 (313) 962-4979

Workers World Party

face the working class and oppressed peoples in this capitalist society. All work together in this
organization — Black and white, Latino, Asian, Arab and Native peoples, women and men,
young and old, lesbian and gay, disabled, working, unemployed and students.

If you would like to know more about WWP, or if you would like to join us in these struggles,

Atlanta: P.O. Box 424, Atlanta, Ga. 30301 (404)
Baltimore: 424 E. 31 St., Baltimore, Md. 21218
Boston: 186 Lincoln St., Room 602, Boston;
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San Francisco: 3181 Mission, No. 29, San
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CALENDAR

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.

Sat., Aug. 20: Workers World
Party Forum. Featuring film
class “Salt of the Earth” and
WWP Vice Presidential candi-
date Gloria La Riva on why work-
ers and poor need our own

party. 7 p.m. $2 donation. For lo-
cation and more information call
(505) 255-5369.

NEW YORK

Thurs., Aug. 25: Forum on
censorship of the press in Israel
and a Palestinian perspective on
Hussein’s decree. Hear Mirta

Moscovich, relative of detained
journalist, and Neil Saad from
Arab-Palestinian Community
Center. 7 p.m. Donation $5.
Sponsored by Palestine Solidar-
ity Committee. At Casa de las
Americas, 104 W. 14 St. Call
(212) 964-7299.
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Capitalist greed washes up poisons on East Goast heaches

By Sharon Sheiton

August 9—For people who livein the
big cities along the East Coast, the
beaches have traditionally offered a ref-
uge from the sweltering heat and chok-
ing pollution of summer. Even on week-
day evenings, entire households of
working and oppressea people forsake
the crowded, stifling tenements of the
cities to cool off at theshore.

But this year, when heat and pollu-
tion counts have unrelentingly soared
upward, millions of people have been
denied escape. On July 6, as practically
everyone all too painfully knows, the
beaches began to be closed, shut down
by a virtual tidal wave of needles, sy-
ringes, pills and other hospital refuse as
well as by dangerously high bacteria
levelsin the water.

Whatisbehind this disaster thathas
made this sufimer particularly un-
bearable for so many people? Do city,
state or federal leaders have any solu-
tions for this growing catastrophe?

Government officials haven’t been
exactly candid. New York Health Com-
missioner Stephen Joseph, for exam-
Ple, publicly proclaimed that the nee-
dles that have been found were dropped
in the water by “local junkies,” while
other officials blamed the bacteria
count on the weather, on rains that
overloaded the antiquated New York

City sewer system. -

The crisis, however, goes far beyond
“local junkies” and rain. Medical

wastes, some of it traceable to New
York City hospitals, have spread as far
north as RhodeIsland, Connecticut and
Massachusetts and as far south as Mar-
yland. High bacteria counts have per-
sisted with dead rats washing ashore
along with wholeschools of dead fish in
New York City.

8 million tons dumped into ocean

Although hospitals are banned from
depositing medical wastes in the New
York City sanitation system, disposal
companies often illegally dump gar-
bagein theocean orin city sewers. In ei-
ther case, therefuse would end up in the
ocean, because New York is one of the
few large cities that continues to dump
sewage—S8 million tons of it yearly from
the New York area alone—into the
ocean.,

With the Reagan administration cut-
ting off funds to the cities on behalf of
Pentagon war spending and with city
fundsdisappearing due to giveaways to
the construction companies and tax
breaks for the powerful real estate in-
terests, New York City politicians pre-
fer ocean dumping, becauseitis cheap.
Dumping sewage into the ocean was of-
ficially banned in 1981, but the Koch ad-
ministration successfully challenged
the ban in court, despite warnings by
scientists and environmentalists of ca-
tastrophes such as the current one.

Compounding the current crisis are
near record high temperatures up and
down the entire coast. So far, New York

—Tompkins Sq.

Continued from page 1

tion of the neighborhood being or-
chestrated by the big landlords,
Mayor Koch, who is closely tied to
the landlords, and the police.

Several cops seized a young man who
was taking pictures of the policeriot,
smashed his camera, threw him to the
ground and began to kick him whilea
woman on a nearby stoop shouted,
“Stop! Stop! We won’t let you get away
with this!”
As several of us crouched in a door-
way while police ran by swinging clubs,
a young man named Pete said that he
had been evicted from his apartment.
Gesturing toward the scene on the
streethesaid, “It’s always been therich
against the poor. I'm disgusted with it.”
That is exactly how the people of the
Lower East Side feel—disgusted and
angry at the cops as well as thereal es-
tate developers whoseinterest they are
serving.
The Lower East Sideis a community
thathaslong been under attack—an at
tack called gentrification. For years the
poor, oppressed and working people
have been systematically moved out by
thereal estate developers to make way
for high-income dwellers. It hasnot al-
ways been this way.
The Lower East Side was always a
poor and working class area. It was tra-
ditionally a place where each new wave
of immigrant workers would come to
live, bringing with them their own cul-
-tures and traditions. It has been a com-

munity where people of different cul-
" tures and nationalities have hved to-
getherin harmony.

The real estate developers and
‘wealthy newcomers view thelong-time
residents as well as the neighborhood’s
rich cultural heritage as something to
be swept away, with a broom if possible,
.aclubifnecessary.

The complaints that the police cla1m

asthereason for theimposition of the
curfew came from places like
Christadora. For decades Christadora
was a community center that was free
and open to all. Recently it was sold to
private developers who converted it to
luxury condominiums selling for
$150,000 and up.

The struggle on the Lower East Side
is a prime example of how the city gov-
ernment, the big business real estate
developers and the police work together
against poor and working people.

Itis also a prime example of how the
community—Black, Latino, Asian, Na
tive and white, young and old, women
and men, lesbian, gay and straight—
can join together to fight against the
forces of gentrification and oppression
for their rights as a community.

Ricardo Thomas, a protester and
Lower East Side resident, summed up
the spirit of this community rebellion
when he said, “Thisis my park. Thisis
our park. Black, white, Latin, young
and old, we’re out heretodefenditand
we’regoing tostay.”

Maggie Vascassenno, Workers
World Party candidate for the New
York State Assemblyin adistrict that
includesmuch ofthe Lower EastSide,
said, “The police are becoming more
and more openly racist and brutal in
theirharassmentandintimidationin
ordertogentrify communities through
outthecity.

“Thepeopleareready tofightback.
Thetimeisnowtounite all parts ofthe
community in all parts of the city to
fightfordecentaffordablehousing, for
anendtoracistharassmentandlesbian
and gay oppression. The community
should control the parks.”

A victory march to Washington
Squa.rseParkwasheIdAug 7.Acommu-
nity meeting on Monday, Aug. 8, was
held in preparation for a meeting on
Wednesday with city officials. Meet-
ingswill continue during the week and
arallyisscheduled for Saturday, Aug.
13,at10p.m.

City alone hashad 25 days of tempera-
tures at 90 degrees or abovein compar-
ison with 1985 which had nine and 1984
with 10. Whether this heatis due to the
greenhouse effect—the warming trend
which is expected to accompany the
gradual depletion of the ozone layer
which protects the earth from ultravio-
let radiation—it atleast could be a fore-
taste of the futureif steps aren’t taken
to avoid the fossil fuel burning and
other causes of ozone depletion.

Ozone 50% above safe level

Ironically, while ozone is being de-
pleted in the stratosphere, it has built
up at street level in the cities, causing
respiratory discomfort and making the
heat even more unbearable. Manhat-
tan Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital phy-
siciansreport arecentrisein symptoms
associated with air pollution, and New
York City has declared a health alert
because of a buildup of ozone, which is
caused by sunlight reacting with the
carbon monoxide emitted by automo-
biles. On Aug. 6, New York City ozone
levels rose to 50% above federal safety
standards. _

Even harder hit, however, are urban
areasin Connecticut, which get winds
bearing New York and New Jersey air
pollution. The air pollution throughout
the East Coast is so bad this summer
thateven Vermont, which traditionally

Rights march in

enjoys relatively unpolluted air, has
suffered an ozone buildup.

Both the Republican and Democratic
politicians are busy trying to pass
themselves off as environmentalistsin
this election year. But where have been
the calls for an investigation to deter-
mineifillegal ocean dumping has oc-
curred and to prosecute any companies
found guilty of doing so? Ortofind out if
the dumping of New York City sewage
isresponsible and to put an end to that?

The orily comment the Koch adminis-
trationhashad onthiscrisishas been to
hold a highly publicized press confer-
ence grandiose announcing heis prose-
cuting one small clinicin Harlem for

.throwing garbage on the sidewalk! And
even then, the city administration
would nothavedoneanything haditnot
been for repeated protests by people Liv-
ing near the clinic.

In reality, the politicians are just
front-men for the big profit hungry cor-

~ porations, which are the biggest pol-
luters of all. The capitalist system, that
based on profits, isincapable of the kind
of planning necessary to stop the whole-
sale ravishing of the planet it has
caused. Only struggle by the masses of
poor and working people can stop these
despoilers and create a society thatis
based on human need and planning and
take the necessary steps to end pollu-
tion once and for all.

Hemphill, Texas,

demands justice in police killing
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By Deborah Charles
Hemphill, Texas

August 6—“No justice, no peace!”
was the battlecry heard throughout the
tiny town of Hemphill, Texas, today.
Over 300 demonstrators marched in
near 100-degree heat to protest the ac-

-quittal of the former police chief and

two former deputy sheriffs.

On July 15, the three former law offi-
cers were acquitted of violating Loyal
Garner Jr.s civilrights. Garner, a 34-

- year-old Black man from Florian, La.,

was arrested for allegedly driving Whlle
intoxicated.

When Garner asked to phone his
wife, the two copsresponded by beating
him unconscious and then placed him
in a cell without medical attention. Two
dayslater hediedin a Tyler hospital of

" braindamage caused by multiple blows
‘tothehead.

In response to this racistinjustice,
delegations came from Beaumont, Dal-
las and Houston, Texas, and Shreve-
port, La. Individuals also came from
small east Texas towns such as Nacag-
doches, Newton and Pine.

The spirited crowd marched one-

March demands justice for Loyal Garner, Jr., killed by Texas 'olice.

and-a-half miles from Macedonia Bap-
tist Church to the center of town. Many
astonished residents listened to
chants: “Hemphill, Hemphill have you
heard, thisis not Johannesburg!” and
“Tom, Billy and Bo, racist cops have got
togo.”

‘Racist cops have got to go!

The marchersrallied under huge oak
trees at the courthouse. Although sev-
eral individuals from Hemphill werein
themarch, many were afraid tojoin in.
A whiteresident and participantin the
march explained; “There’s alot of them
that feels justice wasn’t done at-the
trial, but they’re afraid of getting shot if
they come out here today.”

Even with this type of sentiment, the
mayor of Hemphill still says that there
isnoracism.

Speeches were given by the mother of
Kenneth Simpson, the brother of Clar-
ence Brandley, and the wife of Loyal
Garner—all victims of racist violence in
Texas. At the pre-march rally the ques-
tion was asked, “When did justice die?”
The question was counterposed by a
march participant “When will justice
ever livein this country?” .
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Jury acquits sanctuary
defendants in New Mexico

Wide support for movement to aid Salvadoran refugees

By Stephanie Hedgecoke

. Albuquerque, N.M. N

Sanctuary defendants Glen Remer-
Thamert, a Lutheran minister, and
Demetria Martinez, a reporter, were
acquitted here Aug. 2 in a major
victory for the anti-war movement.

Remer-Thamert and Martinez had
been charged in a nine-count indict-
mentfor conspiring to transport and as-
sist two pregnant Salvadoran women
from ElPaso, Texas, to Albuquerque,
N.M,, in August 1986. At that time,

New Mexico had been declared asanc-

tuary stateby Gov. Toney Anaya.

These are the first verdicts of inno-
centhanded down in a sanctuary case,
and the case was the first tried since the
1986 Tucson, Ariz., trial in which eight
defendants were found guilty and sen-
tenced to jail terms and probation.
Remer-Thamert, who never denied
having transported and concealed the
Salvadoran women, was acquitted be-
cause the jury found he believed his ac-
tions were protected by Anaya’s sanctu-
ary proclamation. In the Tucson and
other cases, defense arguments about
international law concerning refugees
and conditions in El1 Salvador were dis-
allowed.

Both defendants were widely sup-

ported, especially in the local commu-
nity. Remer-Thamert and Martinez
had faced possiblesentences of 25 years
in prison and millions in fines.

Defense attorneys presented testi-
mony on atrocities by the U.S.-backed
Salvadoran government to prove
Remer-Thamert acted out of necessity
to protect the women’s lives. El Salva-
doristhethird largest recipient of U.S.
military aid—$1.5 million a day. This
aid had financed the heaviest aerial
bombing ever on the American conti-
nents, under direct U.S. supervision.

Since the 1980 “state of siege” was
imposed, over 63,000 civilians have
been killed, 200,000 wounded; 20% of
the population has been displaced. Con-
tradicting U.S.immigration policy, for-
mer New Mexico Governor Anaya, a
Chicano, referred tointernational law,
Salvadoran and Guatemalan refugees
and the anti-war movement when he
proclaimed New Mexico a sanctuary
state.

Remer-Thamert still faces a possible
contempt chargein relation tothe trial.
Juror Martha King wasinadvertently
sent a sanctuary brochure, “Sanctuary
on trial now in New Mexico,” in amass
fundraising mailing by the New Mexico
Sanctuary Defense Committee three
days after the trial began.

Boston WWP candidate condemns
Golumbia Point evictions

On July 20, a hundred angry resi-
dents of Columbia Point Housing Proj-
ect held a vigil and march to protest the
eviction of two nuns and their soctal ser-
viceagency fromtheproject. .

Sisters Jean Stanford and Joyce
McMullen have run Project Care and
‘Concern at Columbia Point for the past
18 years. They provide bread, clothing,
recreation and advocacy to the resi-
dents of the project. The private devel-
oper whois turning the projectinto lux-
ury condominiums and evicting the
mainly Black and Latin tenants com-
plained that the nuns argued for the
rights of the tenants and against the
gentrification plan and tried to help
stop evictions. One long-timeresident
and activist, Rose Jolley, helped collect
300 signatures on a petition to keep
Project Care and Concern at Columbia
Point.

Workers World Party issued the fol-
lowing statement by Robert Traynham,
Workers World candidate for State
Senate in the First Suffolk District,
which covers the Columbia Point proj-
ect. The statement was handed out at
the vigil and march.

That Corcoran, Mullins, Jennison
(CMJ), the private development corpo-
ration and landlord of Columbia Point,
has chosen to evict Project Care and
Concern fromits longstanding home is
yet another example of CMdJ’s total dis-
regard for the rights and wishes of Co-
lumbia Point’s permanent tenants.

Over the past months I have wit-
nessed CMdJ’s attempts to turn the
much-needed publichousing at Colum-
bia Pointinto a luxury playground for
therich. This gentrification isbeing ac-
complished at the cost of painful reloca-
tions and evictions of Columbia Point’s
lifelong tenants, the banning of “un-
desirable” persons, harsh enforcement

of new tenant rules, documented racial
harassment by private security forces,
and other insensitive management pol-
icies.

CMJ hasalsotried togetrid ofany ob-
stacles toits development plans. Of the
original 1,200 units, only some 325 fam-
ilies and the elderly remain. Elderly
people have lived out of boxes for
months waiting for relocation, and
those with pets have been evicted. The
Columbia Point Community Task
Force was turned into a paid mouth-
piecefor CMdJ. And now CMdJ saysithas
no space for Sister Joyce McMullen and
Sister Jean Stanford, longtime friends,
service providers and allies of the resi-
dents.

I call on all justice-loving people to
support the demands of the residents
and Columbia Point Tenants United,
including an end to all evictions and ha-
rassment, new housing for all original
residents, a real say in how develop-
ment occurs and a place at Columbia
Point for Project Care and Concern.

Evict Bulger, not the tenants
My opponent, Senate President Wil-

liam Bulger, hastaken a clear stand on.

thisissue. He and his partner, Thomas
E. Finnerty, last year invested in
Mount Vernon Realty Trust, 380 Mt.
Vernon St., Columbia Point. Bulger, no
doubt, hopes to profit along with CMJ
off the gentrification of his own district.
How can he truly represent the resi-
dents of Columbia Point when heis di-
rectly profiting from the gentrification
of their neighborhood?

Workers World Party stands for
housing people, nothousing for profits,
and for the right of all people to decent
affordable housing, free from the
threats of eviction and discrimination
and organized{o meet the needs of the
tenants, notthelandlords: -

TTACKS- DEFEND & 3
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planned actions.

" Abortion rights victory. Chanting “Our bodies, our lives, our right
to decide!” women’s rights activists recently confronted anti-abortion-
ists misnamed “Operation Concern” at a recent northern California
gathering. The bigots had planned to shut down several clinics in the
Bay Area. However, they met such strong supporters of a woman’s
right to choose, the anti-abortionists were forced to call off other
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Racism of Detroit-area banks
guts city’s economic growth

By Jerry Goldberg
Detroit

The normally hidden role of the
banks in destroying entire neighbor-
hoods and restricting economic devel-
opment in this hard-hit, two-thirds
Black city was recently exposed in a se-
ries of articles in the Detroit Free Press.

Banks and savings institutions in
Detroit make homeloansin the city’s

white, middleincomeneighborhoods at

three times the rate of similar Black
neighborhoods with comparable me-
dian incomes. Thelending gap between
white and Black neighborhoods in-
creased every year from 1982 until it
reached the three-to-oneratioin 1986.

In addition, in 19 major Detroit de-
velopment projects, built since 1980
and costing more than $560 million, lo-
cal banks put up only $67 million or
10.7% of the dollars needed. Unlike in
other cities, and although Detroitis a
leading recipient of federal grants; local
banks will providelittle financing for
major projects.

Banks won’t lend in Detroit

Detroit banks rank lowest in relation
tobanksin four other comparable cities
in the percentage they lend to develop-

ment projects backed by Federal Urban -

Development Action Grant Loans. The
differencein percentagesis dramatic—
Cleveland, 40.5%; Chicago, 38%; St.
Louis, 24.4%; and Detroit banks only
14.6%.

The Free Press pointed out that since
1980, Detroit area banks made the few-
est Small Business Administration
loans among the country’s largest cit-
ies.

The city of Detroit has been forced to
return apartment rehabilitation
money to the federal government at a
greaterrate than any other comparable
city. The money is designated to match
bank loans, but Detroit banks don’t
loan. For the same reason, the FHA
home loan program that allows low
down payments by home buyersis also
notused as much in Defroit.

Who aretheseracist banks? The Free
Press examined the performance of the
Detroit area’s seven largest financial
institutions: National Bank of Detroit,
Comerica, Manufacturers National
Bank, First Federal of Michigan, Mich-
igan National Bank, Standard Federal
Bank and First of America.

These seven companies had total as-
sets of $79 billion. They employ 40,600
workers, many in downtown Detroit,
yet combined, the seven banks havea
total of six Black people on their Boards
of Directors out of 114 total board mem-
bers.

Theaction of Detroit banks clearly vi-
olates the federal Community Re-
investment Act of 1977. This law re-
quires financial institutions to demon-
strate that“they serve the convenience
and needs of the communities in which
they are chartered to do business.”

Banks foster Detroit’s depression

Detroit has been in a continuous de-
pression for years. Abandoned houses
proliferate throughout this city and
apartment buildings are left vacant
while 27,000 are homeless.

Shut-down factories and stores are
everywhere in a city where Black and
Arab people and many others once mi-
grated because of its decent-paying un-
ion jobs. The official unemployment
rate in Detroit has been above 20%
since 1982, with the real rate currently
at 36%.

Community organizations, includ-
ing the NAACP, the Michigan Leader-
ship Conference, Detroit Association of
Black Organizations, SCLC, and
Metro-Detroit AFL-CIO have formed a
new coalition to challenge the racist
practices of the banks and their disin-
vestment from the city of Detroit.

The crisis in Detroitdemands a bold
political response. The billions in bank
assets are a direct result of the labor of
the workers in Detroit as well as their
deposits. But millionaire bankers in
suburbia have used that money torun
after profits worldwide while ignoring
the basicsurvival of Detroit and its pop-
ulation.

There’s a good reason why Marx said
oneofthefirstacts of any socialist revo-
Iution should be the seizure of the
banks. Only such an action can insure
that the billions in assets that arede-.
rived from the workers and community
can be utilized to meet the needs of the
people.

The economic catastrophein Detroit
was promoted by the racist and illegal
practices of the Detroit banks. These
practices both justify and demand the
banks’ takeover by the public to
rebuild this once great city: -+ - - v
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Case of disabled leshian draws nationwide support
‘Free Sharon Kowalski Day’ marked in over 20 cities

By Leslie Feinberg

August 7—“Free Sharon Kowalski
Day” was commemorated in more than
20 cities today, bringing together dis-
abled and able-bodied people—lesbian,
gay and straight—to demand her re-
lease from a nursing homein Hibbing,
Minn., where she has been forcibly kept
by her father for three years. This pre-
cedent-setting caseinvolves therights
of disabled people to control theirown
lives and thelegal and social validation
oftherelationships of lesbians and gay
men. .
Sharon Kowalski’s life changed in
November 1983 when her car was hit by
adrunk driver, leaving her severely in-

Fight opens vs.

jured. Although Kowalski and her
lover, Karen Thompson, had ex-
changed rings and bought ahouse to-
gether, when Thompson arrived at the
hospital the night of the accident shere-
ports that she “couldn’t find out if the
person I loved most in the world was
alive or dead because I was not blood
‘family.””

Thompson, a physical education pro-
fessor with a background in physical
therapy, began to work with Kowalski,
who soon regained the ability to feed
herself, read, write and type responses
to questions. Affidavits filed by health
professionals stress that Karen was
key to Sharon’srecovery.

But when Kowalski’s parents

‘Gircle K Gorp.

Giant company stops insurance for people with AIDS

By Shelley Ettinger

Gay men who have AIDS and who
work for the Circle K Corporation, the
second-biggest convenience store chain
in the country, are no longer covered by
the company’s health care plan. Nei-
ther areIV drug users with AIDS.

The policy, which went into effect
earlier this year, came to light in early
August when Circle K workers con-
tacted lesbian and gay rights and civil
liberties groups.

ATDS activists and supporters imme-
diately mobilized, and simultaneous
demonstrations areplanned for Aug. 9
at Circle K officesin New York City and
seven cities in the Southwest.

The same week the Circle K move
reached the news, President Reagan
gave the green light to discriminate
against people with AIDS by refusing to
adopt the strong measures endorsed by
his own hand-picked cohmission. The
commission had recommended as its
strongest measure an executive order
against discrimination.

Reagan chose to sign a statement
saying thathe personally doesn’t like
discrimination and doesn’t think any-
oneelseshould. Itis a clear statement to
big business and theinsurance indus-
try thatifthey do discriminate, nothing
will be done by the government to stop
them.

Anti-gay, anti-worker

Twenty-six thousand Circle K work-
ers receive medical coverage directly
from the company rather than through
a third-party insurer. So the nonunion
chain unilaterally and quietly took an
action that theinsuranceindustry as a
wholehas been itching to take for some
time, but which has been prevented by
the strength of the ATDS activist move-
ment.

The rationale for Circle K’s medical
cutoff of people with AIDS is that they
areill as theresult of “personal lifestyle
decisions.” For the same reason, the
company informed employees, ill-
nesses related to alcohol or drug use
will nolonger be covered, either.

Charles Shoemaker, Circle K’s vice
president for human resources, told re-
porters that the company will continue
to provide medical coverage to people
who contracted AIDS through blood
transfusions and to any woman “who
unknowingly contracted the disease
from her spouse.”

" But as for gay men who have AIDS,
Shoemaker said, “there are certain life-
style decisions that we are just not go-

ing to assure theresults of.”
Shoemakerreadily asserted that the
bottom lineis money. “Wefelt wehad to
take certain steps,” he said, “to help
contain our medical costs, and we felt
that this was one thing we could do.”
Workers’ medical benefits have been
under attack for almost a decadein this
country, with company after company
slashing coverage and looking for ever

.more ways to dump their responsibility

for health coverage. During this same
period, theruling class has tried to use
the AIDS epidemic to whip up anti-gay
bigotry and intensify lesbian and gay
oppression.

Corporate management at Circle K
apparently saw a way to slash health
care costs, mount an attack on gay
workers, and try to divide gay and
straight workers, all in one fell swoop.

According to Circle K workers, in the
wake of the recent news coverage the
company alsoinformed employees that
lesbian and gay workers will now be
monitored on and off the job. And,in a
letter, Circle K threatened that any
worker who does not cross protest
picket lines at the company’s stores or
offices willbefired.

AIDS and insurance

- Almiost 70,000 people have been diag-
nosed with AIDS in this country during
the years of the epidemic, including an
estimated 48,000 gay men and 13,000
IV drug users. A constant battleground
of the AIDS struggle throughout this
period has been theinsurance industry,
which has repeatedly attempted to
move toward denying any medical cov-
erage to people with AIDS, people with

AIDS-Related Condition (ARC), people

who test positive for the HIV virus, and
allgay men.

Instead of expanding medical cover-
age for people with AIDS, the big insur-
ance companies are desperate to cut
them off Phony justifications—like the
claim thatinsuring AIDS careforces up
insurance costs for everyone else—
can’t cover up the real motivating force,
which is profit.

After all, insurance costs don’t just
rise magically because some people are
ill. Insurance costs areraised, deliber-
ately, by insurance companies so that
their revenues continue to far exceed
expenses. Healthinsuranceis designed
tomake a profit forinsurance compa-
nies, not to provide health care for peo-
ple.

Circle K just took the insurance in-
dustry’s inclinations to their logical

. Continued on page 11

learned of the nature of the two
women’s relationship, they tried to
block Thompson from visiting and
moved Kowalski to a hospital farther
north, which hasinadequate facilities
forrehabilitation of her type of disabil-
ity. Thompson filed a motion to be
named legal guardian but failed.
Twenty-four hours after Kowalski’s fa-
ther wasnamed guardian he reportedly
told Thompson she could never visit
again.

‘Help get me out of here’

Karen Thompson says shelives with
the memory of herlast meeting at the
hospital when Sharon typed, “Help me
Karen, get me out of here.” Karen has
been barred from seeing her lover for
threelong years since then.

Thompson filed amotion in District
Court in Duluth, Minn., asking that
Kowalski’s capabilities be tested and
that she belegally “restored to capac-
ity,” which would give Kowalski some
say over her own life’s course. Last
month a courtin Hibbing ordered a new
set of mental tests to determine
Kowalski’s “competency” to select her
own attorney and visitors.

Support network grows

Actiens today, the day before
Kowalski’s 32nd birthday, included
vigils, rallies, marches, street theater

" and birthday partiesin Boston, Wash-

ington, D.C., San Francisco, Los Ange-
les, New York City, Seattle, Oneonta,
N.Y,, Louisville, Nashville, Portland,
Ore., Pittsburgh, Tallahassee; Hous-

ton and Madison, Wis.

This weekend major articles on this
landmark case for disability and gay
rights appeared in the Los Angeles
Times, Washington Post, New York
Times, New York Newsday and many
other local newspapers as well as re-
celving airtime on numerous electronic
news programs across the country.

Activists from California, Colorado,
New York, Boston, Minneapolis,
Maine, New Jersey and Washington
D.C. met in Minneapolis earlier this
year to plan a continuing support cam-
paign. This was the second meeting of
the Bring Sharon Kowalski Home Com-
mittee—formed the day before the Oct.
11 March on Washington for lesbian
and gay rights, in order to build ana-
tional network.

Jesse Jackson said during hisrecent
presidential campaign, “I wish to ex-
press my supportfor Karen Thompson.
Ms. Thompson has been infinitely pa-
tient but there comes an end to patience
with a system thatis unfair and unjust.
It’s my fervent hope that very soon now
Sharon Kowalski will come home
again.”

Itis the courage of Karen Thompson
to come out of the closet and brave a na-
tional speaking tour that isresponsible
forthe broad support this caseisreceiv-
ing. She stresses that it is systemic op-
pression, including sexism, bigotry
againstlesbians and gay men and the
lack of rights for disabled people,
that is trapping Sharon Kowalski —
not her body.
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Maggie Vascassenno, center, Workers World Party candidate for New York

City’s 61st State Assembly District.

Leshian candidate for NY Assembly
urges ‘Manhattan Project’ to stop AIDS

By Mahtowin
New York

August 5—Workers World Party hit
the streets again today to kick off the
campaign of Maggie Vascassenno,
Workers World candidate for New York
State Assembly in Manhattan’s 61st
District, which includes Greenwich Vil-
lage and the Lower East Side.

Vascassenno, a lesbian activist who
has been involved in progressive strug-
gles for over a decade, was cheered by
the crowd gathered at Sheridan Square
when she called for “a Manhattan Proj-
ect to find the cure for AIDS and fund
care.for people with AIDS. Workers
World wants the billions spent on Star
Wars to be used for healthcare, We de-

',,

mand people before profits!

Workers World presidential candi-
date Larry Holmes, another speaker at
the campaign rally, stressed “the need
for poor and working people tobuild an
independent movement to fight for
their rights rather than torely on the
big business Republican and Demo-
cratic parties.”

Other people spoke about the prob-
lems that they face every day—sexism,
racism, homophobia, alack of childcare
and healthcare—and how socialism
canresolve those problems.

Hundreds of signatures were gath-
ered to help put Vascassenno, Holmes
and other Workers World candidates
on theballot.
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Cesar Chavez on hunger strike,

tlemands grape growers end use of pesticides

By Gloria La Riva
San Francisco

August 8—Widespread support is
gathering for Cesar Chavez, leader of
the United Farm Workers (UFW), who
began the 23rd day of his water-only
hunger strike in the farming town of
Delano today, to protest grape growers’
widespread use of five dangerous pesti-
cides.

Therefusal of state governments and
growers to effectively restrict the use of
pesticides in the fields has led to alarm-
ing rates of cancer and birth defects
among farmworkers and their chil-
dren. In McFarland, onesmall Chicano
town near Delano, 13 children have
been diagnosed with rare cancers, four
times therate of nearby areas. Six of the
children have died.

Thisisthethird timethat Chavez has
fasted. In 1968 he fasted for 25 days to
protest violence against farmworkers
trying to organize and in 1972 he fasted
24daysagainstan Arizonalaw thatre-
stricted boycotts. Doctors have ex-
pressed concern about his health. His
kidneys show beginning signs of fail-
ure.

Supporterssay heisin high spirits as
hundreds of people are sending letters
and calling to say they’re taking action
to support the grape boycott. Also, to-
day more than 20 actors showed their
solidarity by visiting Chavez, including
Lou Diamond Phillips, Luis Valdez,
Morgan Fairchild, Martin Sheen,
Emelio Estevez, Eddie Albert and Reb-
ert Blake.

Farmworkers are most exploited

Howard Wallace, field representa-
tive for the UFW in San Francisco, told

Workers World, “The struggle by the
farmworkers to ban pesticidesis an en-
vironmental and consumer as well as a
workerissue. Farmworkers are some of
the most exploited workers, and they
face very real dangers to cultivate and
harvest the food that we sometimes
take for granted. Thisis our chance to
help them and ourselves. That's why we
are urging people to ‘adopt-a-store’ and
tell their nearby store to stop carrying
table grapes.”

* Wallace explained that most of the
chemicals are absorbed into the grapes
and can’t simply be washed away. The
grapeboyecott calls for growers to honor
union elections and collective bargain-
ing with the UFW. The UFW also wants
joint testing and monitoring of pesti-
cides by the union and growers. -

The five pesticides are captan, di-
noseb, methyl bromide, parathion and
phosdrin. According to the UFW, “Di-
noseb is highly toxic and causes work-
ers’ deaths. Captan is a cancer- and
birth defect-producing agent which

Boycott
nonunion
grapes!

w

contaminates the food supply.” Dinoseb
is the only pesticide of the five that is
banned in California, butitis used in
other states.

Dr. Marion Moses, medical adviser of
the UFW’s Farmworkers Health
Group, said of methyl bromide, “It has
been responsible for more occupation-
ally-related deaths than any other sin-
gle pesticidein California. Testicular
cancer déveloped in young men who
worked in a plant that manufactured
that pesticide.” Ten million pounds of
methyl bromide are used annually in
California.

Union only assurance of safety

The dangerous working conditions
for farmworkers who harvest grapesis
largely due to the fact that the growers
refuse to sign contracts with the union.
There are presently no contracts be-
tween the UFW and grape growers.
Part of the goal of boycotting table
grapes is to force this substantial sec-
tion of California agribusiness to recog-
nize farmworkers’ rights to a union and
safe working conditions.

As agribusinessrakesin billions of
dollars in profits, the exploitation of
farmworkers throughout the country is
also growing. A victory for workersin
the vineyards, with community back-
ing of the boycott, will contribute
greatly to beat back the agribusiness
assault on farmworkers and their un-
ions, like the UFW and the Farm Labor
Organizing Committee. Boycott all ta-
ble grapes! Vivala huelga!

Kits are available from the union
with information on how to get grapes
out of grocery stores. Write to UFW
Boycott Group, Box 62, Keene, Calif.
93531.

Fines against International Paper show
high level of greed, human disregard

By Phil Wilayto

The struggle against the Interna-
tional Paper Co. (IP) continues, with
the courage and determination of 3,460
striking or locked-out paperworkers
pitted against the arrogance of the
wealthiest paper products company in
the world.

InJay,Maine, IPhasagreedto pay an
$873,000 fine for hundreds of safety vi-
olations. In a July 27 consent agree-
ment finalized between IP and the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration (OSHA) in Washington, D.C.,
the company denied all violations, but
pledged not to contest the settlement.

Inreturn, OSHA agreed not to.clas-
sify any of themore than 200 violations
as willful, after originally planning to
fine the company $1.3 million for 29
willful violations. OSHA’s inspection of
IP was sparked by a near fatal chemical
leak last February that resulted in the
evacuation of over 4,000 townspeople.
The consent agreement was con-
demried by the union as falling far short
of an adequate punishment for the com-
pany.

“Someone should go tojail for the dis-
regard of human life in some of these ci-
tatiotis,” said Bill Meserve, president of
Local 14 of the United Paperworkers
International Union (UPIU).

Small fine for death in the mill

A Week after this settlement, OSHA
fined IP $11,000 for the death of a ma-

chinist at the Jay mill on May 20. The
fineis alittleless than three-and-a-half
days’ pay for IP Chief Executive Officer
John Georges.

“Thisis a very small pricetopay for a
human life,” commented Local 14
spokesperson Pete Bernard. “If some-
one shoots a bald eagle, the fine is

-$10,000 and they lose their gun. Here

IP hastaken a human life, the fine was
$11,000, and IP still has thegun.” .

Mobile workers owed $25 million '

In Mobile, Ala., IPis appealing a rul-
ing by the Nationdl Labor Relations
Board (NLRB) that the company’s re-
placement of its maintenance workers
with scabs last year had been illegal
since the workers had been locked-out
by the company at the time. The board
ordered IP to pay back wages thatcould
amount to over $25 million. A federal
judge is scheduled to hear the casein
Mobile Sept. 19.

And in Lock Haven, Pa., where a
judge’sinjunction prohibits the gather-
ing of more than six strikers “in the vi-
cinity” of the mill’s gates, the state po-
lice are now saying that “in the vicinity”
means the entire southern section of
town—an area that just happenstoin-
cludethelocal’s union hall.

In Pennsylvania ‘it’s like martial law’

Whileit doesn’tlook like this will af-
fectunion meetings, the cops aresaying
thatit will mean they can arrest strik-
ers who gather on streets or in back-

yardsin the area, if the number of strik-
ers plus the pickets at the gates comes
to over six people!

“Our freedom- of speech has been
taken away—it’s justlike martiallaw,”
Ron Jones, treasurer of UPIU Local
1787 told Workers World. “I feel like we
should fight it—just go down there {o
the gate, and if they arrest us and fine
us, just declare bankruptcy.” Jones
lives within the area now defined as “in
the vicinity.”

[ b ‘---.’!»

Striking San Francisco health care workers.

San Francisco hosj
striking to stop cut

By Bruce Baginski
Member, California Nurses Association
San Francisco

August 8—Almost 4,000 health care
workers-are now out on strike at seven
hospitals in San Francisco and onein
Daly City. Two weeks ago 1,600 li-
censed vocational nurses (LVNSs),
housekeepers, X-ray technicians, di-
etary workers and other hospital tech-
nicians walked out at seven facilities.
They are represented by Service Em-
ployees International Union (SEIU)
Local 250. )

Since the contract expired last April,
the Affiliated Hospitals have taken
away 7-to-12days of sick leave per year,
and refuseto pay sick leave for the first
five days out of work. Workers have to
pay up to $1600-a-year to maintain
health benefits. Hospital negotiators
want provisions in the contract for an
open shop and restrictions on the move-
ments of union repsin the hospitals.On
top of all this, they’re demanding a
wage freeze. :

More workers sign for union

- Thisis the first Local 250 strike at Af-
filiated Hospitalsin 50 years. Support
for the union is growing. In five weeks

Why unemployment figures

By John Catalinot_to

If it’s so good, why does it hurt so
much? That’s the question people are
asking when they compare the official
unemployment rate with the suffering
they seein the street.

Official employment may have
dropped from over 10% to just 5.3% over
the past four years. Yet there still seein
to be as many homeless, as many mil-
lionsliving below the poverty level and
more youth on the street with no future
ahead of them. ’

Some reports appearing in late July
and early August point out some trends
that explain why the “improved” offi-
cial figures only hide the real weak-
nesses of the capitalist economy. Some
of these trends were especially sharp in
New York City and in a number of other

major cities like Baltimore and Detroit.

45.3% outside work force

In New York, 45.3% of residents over
the age of 16 are outside the work force.
This compares to 34.5% nationwide.

Thismeans that thereis alarge num-
ber of people—whether disabled, dis-
couraged or simply ill-prepared to find
work—who do not even attempt to find
jobs. These people areignored by the of-
ficial employment figures.

According to the Aug. 3 New York
Times, this “trend is most troubling
among young people.” For youth 16-19
yearsoldin New York, only 22.9% are in
the work force. '

Some estimate that there are as
many as 150,000 young people between
16 and 21 years of agein New York who
are neither going to work nor going to
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ital workers
hacks

enough signatures of unorganized cler-
ical and technical workers were col-
lected at the hospitals to file for union
recognition. This is one of the largest
and fastest organizing drivesin recent
history in the Bay Area.

On Aug. 2, registered nurses at six of
the seven Affiliated Hospitals struck.
Management wants mandatory 12-
hour shifts and refuses toraise wages to
the .degree necessary to relieve the
nursing shortage. The 2,100 striking
RNs are tired of being forced to deliver
substandard care because of under-

‘staffing. There’s ari enormous burnout
rate among nurses and a drop of enroll-
mentin nursing schools. The striking
RNs are represented by California
Nurses Association (CNA).

The strike was further widened two
days ago when an additional 300 Local
250 and CNA members walked out of
French Hospital over the sameissues.
Half of the hospitals in the city are on
strike now and service curtailed.

On Aug. 9, RNsrepresented by Local
790 will vote on a tentative agreement
justreached with the city. Details have
not yet been released but the contract,
which covers nurses working at the city
public hospitals and clinics, is said to
contain important provisions to allevi-
ate a high patient-to-nurseratio.

school.

Some jobs exist. In many cases these

jobs require training unavailable to
these youth. In many others, the jobs
pay so little—from minimum wage to
$4 an hour—that the young people con-
sider them the next thing to slavery.

Only 32% receive benefits

Another report released in July
shows why misery is growing even as
Reagan boasts of economic gains. Only
32% of those officially unemployed are
now receiving jobless benefits.

To compare, in 1975, after a down-
turn in thegconomy, 76% of those offi-
cially unemployed collected benefits.
This means that now a much greater
proportion of people unable to ﬁnd work
havenoincome. -

This 32%is the lowest level since un-

New law requires notice of layoffs, shutdowns
Plant closing bill gives handle for fighting corporate attacks

By Robert Dobrow

For the first time, national legisla-
tion has been enacted forcing compa-
nies to provide notice to workers oflay-
offs or shutdowns. The plant closing bill
becamelaw at midnight Aug. 3. Rea-
gan, who had repeatedly threatened to
veto the popular measure, was forced to
back down after the Senate voted for the
bill by alarge enough margin to over-
ride a presidential veto. The large vote
reflected widespread belief that any
politician opposing the bill would not
getreelected.

This billis by no means perfect. It

doesn’t contain everything that the la-
bor movement lobbied for or desper-
ately needs during this period of wide-
spread shutdowns. Butit does offerim-
portant protections for workers. And it
can provide union and working-class
activists new avenues for organizing
opposition to corporate attacks.
" The new law states that companies
which employ at least 100 full-time
workers at one site must provide 60
days notice of major layoffs or plant
closings. It requires notice if 500 work-
ers or one-third of a plant’s workforce,
whichever is lower, are affected by a
layoff order.

Workers now get two days

That such alaw is sorely needed in
this country is shown by the fact that
workers today, on the average, receive
two days notice of layoffs and closings.
Labor Department statistics show that
two-thirds of thoselaid off get nonotice
at all. Almost onie million workers who
weredislocated from their jobs last year
would have been covered by the new
measure.

There are all too many cases of men
and women who have gone to work in
the morning only to find a-padlock on
the plant gate and a note on a bulletin
board telling them they’d been fired.
When General Motors announced hun-
dreds of thousands oflayoffs four years
ago, the autoworkers found out about it
by reading the Detroit Free Press.

In high-tech computer and financial
offices there are many stories of the
time that the security guard suddenly
appeared at “Bill’s” or “Mary’s” desk,
ordered them to empty their belongings
in a bag, confiscated their ID card and
escorted them to the front door. Some-
times towns will pay corporations big
tax incentives to locate in their area;
when the company finds cheaper labor
somewhere else they just pack up and
go without even telling the mayor or
city council!

On the most basic level workers need
prenotification. How can someone plan
for the future if they face the possibility
of being jobless without notice? A recent
television special on CBS told the story
of cannery workersin a rural town in
Texas who just learned that their plant
was shutting down—the nextday. The
previous week one of the workers had
withdrawn his life savings to buy some
land. Now he won’t be able to make the
mortgage payments and will loseit all.
Another had spent several thousand
dollarsto add a garage onto his house,
an expense he never would havemade if
he knew he was soon going to be unem-
ployed.

But the purpose of prenotification
isn’t just so workers can make plans
what they’re going to do after they’re
laid off. Workers can use prenotifica-
tion to fight shutdowns and layoffs.

Sixty daysisnotalong timebutalotcan
be done in two months—petitions
signed, meetings held, picket lines set
up, organizing activities to mobilize
and unite everyone who has an interest
in stopping the company. When a plant
shuts down it’s not just the workers who
lose their jobs who are affected. The en-
tire labor movement in the area has a
stake, as well as the community thatde-
pends on the plant for services, environ-
mental groups, and many others.

First raised in Buffalo in 1956

Prenotification has been anissuein
the labor movement ever since 1956.
when labor militants in the Buffalo
area of upstate New York first raised
theidea. This was a time when the Ford
Motor Co. closed its stamping plant, or-
ganized by the UAW. Wickwire Steel, a
plantowned by Colorado Iron and Fuel,
alsoclosed down.

While the trade unions were slow to
pick up the idea, prenotification be-
came more of an issuein thelate 1970s
and 1980s amidst the epidemic of plant
shutdowns that sweptthe U.S., fueled
by the high-tech revolution. Somelocal
and state bills were introduced contain-
ing prenotification clauses but few were
implemented into law.

Now that national legislation has
been enacted, the ground has been laid
for extending and improving the plant
closings bill to cover more of the work-
ing class who desperately need it.

The most serious flaw with the new
measure is that it only covers plants
that employ over 100 workers. Most
companies in the U.S. employless than
100 workers. And most workers in the
U.S:1abor in small shops with few ben-

Continued on page 11

Congress debates minimum wage after 7-year decline

Workers World’s Larry Holmes urges $10 an hour guarantee

By Lallan Stein

More than 8 million workers earn the
minimum wage of $3.35 an hour. In ad-
dition, another 6 million make only
slightly above the minimum. Also,
there is a loophole that allows some
bosses to pay the workers only 85% of
the minimum. Yet, the minimum wage
has not been lifted since 1981, while the
costoflivinghas goneup 32%

jo down while poverty soars

employment insurance benefits were
won by struggles of the working class in
1935. Contributing to this low rate have
been the attacks by the Reagan admin-
istration. .

The Reaganites closed 700 of the
2,600 unemployment offices, making
them less accessible. They also started
charging interest on loans taken by
states to keep up benefits, thereby put-
ting pressure on the state governments
to cut back. The states have tightened
eligibility requirements.

Also contributing to thelack of appli-
cation forunemployment benefitsis the
changing natire of the work force. With
more nonunion, part-time and service
workers, fewér workers are eligible,
and many are unaware that they areel-
igible. In the past, unions always made
surethatlaid:off workers applied.

Statistically a minimum wage
earner is most likely a woman working
in one of the serviceindustries; a dispro-
portionate number are Black or Latin.
They are adults, 84% are age 18 or
older.

The service sector, which has grown
rapidly, now includes 71% of the work-
force, reports the AFL-CIO. Among
those who earn minimum wage or
below, 86% are service workers.

Sixty percent .of minimum wage
earners are women. Many are the sin-

glehead of a household fighting to keep
aroof over their heads while providing
adequate nutrition and care for their
children. Working 40 hours a week for
52 weeks a year, such awoman will re-
ceive $6,968 before taxes, substantially
below the poverty line.

Add to this the problems of holding
down a job. Many bosses who pay the
minimum alsohavea policy of forcing a
rapid turnover in order to keep down
the fringe benefits they owe their work-

Continued on page 11
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Socialism and the equality

By Sam Marcy

August 8—Often in discussions on
theright of nations to self-determina-
tion, thereis no mention of the ultimate
objective: to achieve the equality of all
nations. Likewise with the furtherance
of the revolutionary class struggle of
the working class on a world scale; its
objectiveis aworld federation of social-
ist states based on the equality of all na-
tions. .

Autonomy aloneisinadequate and is
limited by historical conditions. In one
of his very last introductions to the
Communist Manifesto (written Feb. 1,
1893, for the Italian edition), Frederick
Engelswrotethat®. . .in any country the
rule of the bourgeoisie is impossible
without national independence. There-
fore, the revolution of 1848 had to bring
inits train the unity and autonomy of
nations that had lacked them up to
then.. . . Without restoring autonomy
and unity to each nation, it will be im-
possible to achieve the international
union of the proletariat or the peaceful
and intelligent cooperation of these na-
tions towards commori aims.”

It will benoted that Engels discussed
autonomy and independence in rela-
tion to the struggle of the bourgeoisie
against feudalism; national self-deter-
mination was needed as a framework
for capitalist development.

Butitis alsoindispensablefor thede-
velopment of the proletariat in its
struggle against capitalist imperialism
and for socialism.

Earlier, in the Communist Manifesto
itself, written by Marx and Engelsin
1848, the two young authors wrote, “In
proportion as the exploitation of onein-
dividual by anotheris put an end to, the
exploitation of one nation by another
will also be put an end to. In proportion
as the antagonism between classes
within the nation vanishes, the hostil-
ity between one nation and another will
cometoanend.”

Lenin’s stand on autonomy in 1922

Theissue of autonomy or equality of
nations was the subject of a dispute be-
tween Lenin and Stalinin 1922. This is
discussed in Lenin’s Last Letters and
Articles (Progress Publishers, Moscow,
1964).

The term “autonomization” had

come out of discussions on bringing all
che Soviet republics into the RSFSR
(Russian Soviet Federated Socialist
Republic) on principles of autonomy.
Stalin drew up a draft document on this
concept and presented it to Lenin.
Lenin sharply criticized this draft, and
proposed a different solution. He pro-
posed a union of all the Soviet repub-
lics on the basis of complete equality.
InLenin’s view, autonomy wasinade-
quate. i )
" Subsequently, the First Congress of
the Soviets adopted a resolution on the
formation of the Union of Soviet Social-
ist Republics (IJSSR) which incorpo-
rated Llenin’s conception, i.e., equality
of all the union republics. Today thisis
a provision of the Soviet constitution
and there are 15 union republics, as
well asautonomousregions and areas.

Kazakhstan is one of the 15 repub-
lics, officially called the Kazakh Soviet
Socialist Republic. Itis the second larg-
est republicin area in the USSR and
the third largest in population.

As of January 1, 1975, it had more
than 14millien people. Now the popu-

lation has substantially increased.

Itis a vaststretch ofland, veryrich in
minerals and other raw materials, in-
cluding chromite ores, copper, lead,
zine, silver and tungsten. To get anidea
of the vastness and diversity of the
land, Minnesotans pride themselves on
being the state with 10,000 lakes, but
Kazakhstanhas48,0001akes!

Kazakhstan today isthe USSR’s ma-
jorgranary. Itharvests 27 times more
grain than in 1922. In 1974, for in-
stance, 18.5 million tons of grain were
harvested in the republic.

Nevertheless, Kazakhstan is
thought of in the West as a poor, back-
ward Asiaticrepublic and is only occa-
sionally referred to when discussing
the USSR.

Khrushchev’s ‘virgin lands’
and the Kazakhs

Even Khrushchev, in his memoirs
(Khrushchev Remembers, edited and
translated by Strobe Talbott with an
introduction by Edward Crankshaw,
Little Brown & Co.,1970), is forgetful of
the Kazakhs when he writes about his
famous “virgin lands” campaign in
Kazakhstan, its successes and difficul-
ties. :

“You can imagine the difficulties
that the virgin lands campaign posed
for a family which had to be picked up
and moved from the home whereit had
lived for generations. It was a great
hardship for them, but we had to re-
settle many such families—Ukraini-
ans, Byelorussians and Russians—
thousands of kilometers from the
graves of their ancestors. Enormous
material expenditures went into the re-
settlément campaign. Among other
things, we had to give creditloans and
financial aid to the youth who went out
tobuild settlementsin the virgin lands.
We became convinced that we
shouldn’t set up collective farms out

“A collective farm,” continued
Khrushchev, “is an artificial organiza-
tion, thatis,itis notareal community.
Also, it would have been expensive to
resettle people on collective farms.
Therefore, we decided on the alterna-
tive of state farms.” .

From a Marxist point of view, a state
farm is of course closer to the concep-
tion of building socialism than a collec-
tive farm, which in turn is superior to
private farming.

“While I wasin theleadership,” says
Khrushchev, “our cheapest bread was
grown by state farms on the virgin
lands.”

All this is in a way, of course, very
true. But whatis striking about his de-
scription of the hardships of resettle-

ment and the successes of converting

Kazakhland into the principal granary
ofthe USSR is that thereis nomention
of theindigenous Kazakh people.

. The Medvedev brothers, Roy A. and
Zhores, in their account of Khrushcheuv:
The Years in Power (Columbia Univer-
sity Press, New York, translated by An-
drew Durkin, 1976), give a critical eval-
uation of Khrushchev’s agricultural
policies, and dwell much on the virgin
lands campaign. But here again, their
concern is all with Khrushchev and his
factional opponents, the success and
failures of the agricultural campaign in
Kazakhstan, but not somuch as a word
about the participation of the Kazakh

people or what their leaders said,*

thoughtordid.. .. ... . ... ...

Of course, the virgin lands campaign
concerned areas within the socialist
state of Kazakhstan that had been
mostly unpopulated. Still, one wonders
how they could avoid mentioning the
role played by the Kazakh peoplein the
campaign, which must have vitally af-
fected them.

Many nationalities in Kazakhstan

Itis of course true that Kazakhstan,
like most of the republics of the USSR,
hasinnumerable nationalities. Accord-
ing to The Great Soviet Encyclopedia
(English edition, Moscow, 1974), the
native population is§ composed of
Kazakhs (4,234,000, 1970 census).
However, the encyclopedia states that
there were at that time substantial
numbers of Russians (5,522,000) and
Ukrainians (933,000) in the republic,
primarily in the virgin lands of north-
ern Kazakhstan and in the cities.

There were also 288,000 Tatars,
260,000 Uzbeks, 188,000 Byelorussi-
ans and 121,000 Uighurs, living in the
valleys of the upper Ili river. There
were also 82,000 Koreans, primarily in
the Alma-Ata and Kzil-Ord oblasts,
and there were 70,000 Dungans from
Middie Asia.

From these figures alone, one can see

the great complexity of the national .

question in Kazakhstan, and for that
matter throughout the USSR, with its
morethan 100 nationalities.

The czarist policy of russification

The policy of the czarist government
toward Kazakhstan'was a colonialist
one, aimed, as The Great Soviet Ency-
clopedia says, at “the russification of
the Kazakh people and hindering the
development of its national economy
and culture.” The migration policies of
czarism had an effectin the disintegra-
tion of the communal lands (auls),
which were seized by the czarist ad-
ministration. Wherever the czarist au-
tocracy was able to, it enlisted the sup-
port of the bais (feudal rulers) in
plundering the peasant masses.

If the words cultural revolution are
to be applied anywhere in their broad-
est definition, it’s herein Kazakhstan.
The Bolsheviks not only brought about
a political transformation and a social
revolution, in that they overthrew the
old feudal-encrusted regime upon
which czarist autocracy rested,; but
they completely wiped out illiteracy,
which had affected over 90% of the pop-
ulation. The Revolution brought about
arenaissance of nativearts, musicand
theater, and also brought with it the
great social and cultural achievements
of the Soviet Union. -

It opened up an era of scientific and
industrial development. It trans-
formed the countryside. An area that
had generally been nomadic and pasto-
ral became aland with advanced indus-
try and a very rich and diversified agri-
culture.

Before the Bolshevik Revolution,
and early into the 20th century,
Kazakhstan’seconomy served as araw
material base, not only for czarist Rus-
sia but also for the English, French
and—yes—the U.S. It is truethat most
enterprises were small, but foreign
capital dominated in mining and oil
drilling, begun as early as 1911.

By 1971, there were almost 5 million
people employed in the economy of the
republic. More than amillion worked in
industry; more than half a million in

construction; almost amillionin agri- -
culture; half a million in transportation
and communication. Women made up
47% of the industrial and office work-
ers. .

Socialist industrialization trans-
formed the rural areas as well as the ur-
ban population centers and set
Kazakhstan on theroad to further so-
cialist construction.

Onemustbearin mind the difference
between the czarist policy of forced
“russification” and the greatincrease
in settlement of all parts of the Soviet
Union after the Revolution. The latter
basically grew out of the needs of social-
istconstruction and thelimitations im-
posed by frequent harvest failuresin
parts of the USSR due to drought and
the general harshness of the weather.

Changes in political leadership

Having said all this, and taking note
of the hostile attitude of the imperialist
countries and their ideologues, itis nec-
essary toreview the national question
as it presents itself in the contempo-
rary period. Some generalizations
ought to be made, for instance, about
the Soviet Socialist Republic of
Kazakhstan, even though it may have

its unique features, as do all the repub-
"lics and nationalities.

Forinstance, on Dec. 17,1986, both
Pravda and Izvestia carried a Tass dis-
patch from Alma-Ata, the capital of
Kazakhstan, saying that “A plenary
session of the Kazakhstan Communist
Party Central Committee was held to-
dayto consider an organizational ques-
tion.” '

There would benothing unusualin a
plenary session of the Central Commit-
tee taking up organizational questions.
However, the next sentence went on to
say:

“The plenary session relieved D. A.
Kunayev of his duties as First Secre-
tary of the republic Communist Party
Central Committeein connection with
hisretirement on pension.”

Of course, the Central Committee
has alegal and political right to relieve
its first secretary, the leader of the
Party, and elect a new one. This can
hardly be called an organizational
question, however. Nevertheless, this
might pass muster, so to speak, wereit
not for the fact that this organizational
change was madein connection with
then retiring him on pension. Was
there a dispute about the magnitude of
the pension that wasinvolved? Was the
retirement voluntary or, after serving
14 years as the leader of the Kazakh
Communist Party, was he ousted?

Of course, even if it was a political
move disguised as organizational for
diplomatic purposes, it is still entirely
within the province of the Central Com-
mittee to deal with its cadres asit sees
fit, in accordance with socialist norms
arid constitutional provisions.

Kunayev replaced by a Russian

Itis the next paragraph which gives
one pause before dismissing the whole
matter, whetherit be political or organ-
izational, as of only secondary impor-
tance. . .

“@G. V. Kolbin, amember of the CPSU
Central Committee, who had been
working as First Secretary of the Uly-
anovsk Province Party Committee,
was elected First Secretary of the
Kazakhstan Communist Party Central
Committee.” And further on, “G. P.
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of nations

Razumovsky, Secretary of the CPSU
Central Committee, took part in the
work of the plenary session.”

Now, Dinmukhamed Akhmedovich
Kunayev, the dismissed first secretary,
isa Kazakh bornin Alma-Ata some 78
years ago. The son of an office worker,
he became a machinist, later a chiefen-
gineer of a mine, then director of the
Ridder Mine Administration, then vice
chairman ofthe Council of Ministers of
the Kazakh SSR, and later president of
the Academy of Sciences of the Kazakh
SSR. Hebecame a candidate member of
the Politburo of the Central Committee
of the CPSU in 1966 and later a full
member.

Some of his published works deal
with the theory gnd practice of open-pit
exploitation of deposits. He investi-
gated and introduced efficient methods
of cutting ore at mines in Kazakhstan.
Hehas also been awarded three Orders
of Lenin, the Order of the Red Banner of
Labor and various medals. These are
some of the highlights of his official bi-
ography from The Great Soviet Ency-
clopedia.

His replacement, G. V. Kolbin, is a
Russian, not a Kazakh. Hetoohas a
distinguished career in the Soviet
Communist Party. But those whofol-
low the national question and are sen-
sitive to organizational questions that
involve personnel changes would have
cause to be concerned about the impli-
cations of thischange.

One could dismiss it all by asserting
the obvious, that Russians are nowthe
most numerous nationality in the
Kazakh SSR. However, Kolbinisnota
Russian who settled in the Kazakh
SSR, not one of those youths who came
years ago tojoin one of the state farms.
He, like Kunayev, is the graduate of a
polytechnical institute; butin the Sver-
dlovsk province, not Kazakhstan. He is

-acadre who has been sent in from the
center, and that has considerable sig-
nificance.

Of course, the Central Committee
has the juridical right to appoint or
elect whatever secretary it wants. It
must be noted, however, that for the
center to send in cadres today is not the
same asin the early Bolshevik period,
when the provinces and the less devel-
oped nationalities clamored for the cen-
ter to send more cadres. In those early
days, the cadres were sorely needed as
educators and industrializers.

Many qualified Kazakhs

Sixty yearslater, there are now hun-
dreds of thousands of cadres in
Kazakhstan. Whole new generations
have been brought up and educated in
the spirit of socialism. Industry ismuch
more advanced, and it is a scientific-
military technological center.

When U.S. Secretary of Defense Car-
lucci visited the USSR recently in con-
nection with his inspection tour of So-
viet military installations, he went to
onein Kazakhstan in the company of
his Soviet military counterparts.

It thus becomes a question how this
dismissal is read, first by the mass of
the peoplein Kazakhstan, and by the
Kazakh population in neighboring ar-
eas, as well as by the general public
opinion in the USSR. There were alto-
gether 5.25 million Kazakhs in the
USSR as 0f1970, of whom 4.25 million
lived in-the Kazakh SSR. But some
lived in the Uzbek SSR, the Turkmen
SSR, the Kirghiz SSR,the Tadjik SSR

and some areas of the Russian SFSR.

From the point of view of making the
kind of judgment that the Kazakhstan
Central Committee is said to have
madeinrelieving Kunayev of his post,
it is good to remember that there are
also Kazakhsin the Peoples Republic of
China, in the Mongolian Peoples Re-
public, and—not to be forgotten in the
current situation—in Afghanistan.
They all speak the Kazakh language.

All of this, it seems to us, would give
one pause before making such arash
decision. It’s not a question of proce-
dure but of the political propriety of ex-
ercising such authority.

Role of CPSU national leadership

Finally, the question arises as to
whether all this was not done under
pressure from the Gorbachev adminis-
tration. As we noted earlier, G. P.
Razumovsky, the secretary of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union, also
took part in this session. So we have
two very high-ranking members of the
Soviet government actively participat-
ing in the decisions of a union republic
central committee, in deliberations
which are generally the exclusive prov-
ince of the central committee of the un-
ion republic. iy

Later, another member of the
Politburo, M. S. Solomentsev, chair-
man of the CPSU Central Committee’s
Control Commission, was also there.
The Control Commission, we should re-
member, deals with disciplinary and
personnel matters as well as security
problems.

Altogether, three top-ranking mem-
bers of the Soviet Central Committee
were involved in a very critical decision
which again would normally be the
province of the Kazakhstan Central
Committee.

A careful examination of this devel-
opment in the light of the national
question should have created hesita-
tion before making such a decision. It
would have to involve a genuine imper-
ative having serious significance for
the whole country to be justified. Asit
was, all that was told to the public was
thatit was an organizational question
involving retirement and pension.

Decision followed by
rebellion in Alma-Ata

However, on Dec. 19, 1986, the read-
ers of Pravda got a new view in a report
from Alma-Ata. “Instigated by nation-
alistic elements, a group of young stu-
dents took to the streets in Alma-Ata
yesterday evening and this afternoon
to voice disapproval of the plenary ses-
sion of the Kazakhstan Communist
Party Central Committee decision.
Hooligan, parasitic, and other anti-so-
cial individuals took advantage of the
situation to commit unlawful actions
with respect to representatives of law
and order as well as to set fire to a food
store and private automobiles and to
commit insulting actions against citi-
zens of the city.”

Thus began a two-day rebellion
which had to be put down by the use of
force. How widespread it was, how
deeply it agitated Alma-Ata and other
cities still remains tobe made public. It
isenough to say that the Soviet media
covered a considerable part of it. The
negative effectit had in the neighbor-
ing Asian countries can only be sur-
mised, except to say that there was ma-
lictous joy in those areas like Pakistan

which have been supplying counter-
revolutionaries to the struggle in Af-
ghanistan.

What was the urgency which im-
pelled the Gorbachevadministration to
make this drastic personnel change?

The imperialist press, to the extent
they covered it, implied that Kunayev
was a Brezhnev supporter, a so-called
conservative who would not follow the
new line of restructuring (perestroika)
of the Gorbachev administration. As-
suming thatthat’s correct, itis scarcely
areason for such flagrantintervention
in the political process 6f a union repub-
lic, independent and equal under the
constitution of the USSR.

Kunayev’s speech to
27th Party Congress

A speech made by Kunayev on Feb.
27,1986, at the 27th Party Congress, as
reportedin Pravda and Izvestia, shows
that he supported the general line of
the congress. His speech, however, is
notdistinguished by overwhelming en-
thusiasm for the reforms. He did, more-
over, make some pointed criticisms
which could be interpreted as going to
the essence of the orientation of the
new governing administration.

The Gorbachev administration
stands for restructuring the national
economy by intensive methods of devel-
opment and making active use of scien-
tific and technical progress. In particu-
lar, itis opposed to new big projects that
involve heavy capitalinvestment. This
has been said time and again by repre-
sentatives of the Soviet government,
especially economists, like Abel G.
Aganbegyan, Nikolai Shmelyov and
Leonid Abalkin.

Kunayev, however, had some points
of eriticism which showed that asfar as
Kazakhstan goes, he waslooking in an-
otherdirection.

“A mighty fuel and power base for the
country is being created in Ekibatsuz.
From there, electric power will travel
along unique power bridges to the
Urals and western Siberia. However,
onemustsay thatthe commissioning of
new capacities in the coal industry and
the creation of a number of power sta-
tions that are called upon to provide
very cheap electric power, not only to
Kazakhstan, continues to be a bottle-
neck.” Kunayev then details a number
of power projects which have not been
completed, or have not even been
started. ,

“These shortcomings are explained,”
he continues, “by the fact that the
USSR Ministry of Power and Electrifi-
cationis doing a poor job of strengthen-
ing capacities and expanding the base
of its construction organizationsin the
republic, which has an extremely
negative effect on the overall state
of affairs.” It’s not the Kazakhstan
Ministry of Electrification he’s talk-
ing about, but that of the USSR as a
whole.

“Kazakhstan’s Party organization
hasaccepted as a highly important im-
mediate tagk the creation on the basis
of reserves of hydrocarbon raw materi-
als of a high-capacity Caspian petro-
leum and gas complex. A specialresolu-
tion on this question has been adopted
by the CPSU Central Committee and
the USSR Council of Ministers.

“However, it is perfeetly incompre-
hensible to us why the Ministry of the
Petroleum Industry, the Ministey.of

The meaning of the 1986 rebellion
In Kazakhstan

the Gas Industry and the Ministry for
the Construction of Petroleum and Gas
Industry Enterprises have set about
the practical implementation of this
resolution listlessly, in the old way,
and without the proper sweep.

“Theimportanee and promising na-
ture of the development of the riches of
west Kazakhstan also places on the
agenda the task of implementing the
design for the construction of a Volga-
Ural canal, which would breathe new
life into a vast region of the country.
The resolution of these questions
should be taken under control by de-
partments of our Party Central Com-
mittee as well.”

He then went on to stress, “The fur-
ther development of the economy re-
quires drastic improvement in
Kazakhstan’s water supply. In this
connection, it seems to us that ques-
tions connected with saving the Aral
Sea and with the ecology and economy
of the regions adjacent to it, immedi-
ately or farther away, must not be
postponed. They must be resolved
as quickly and as effectively as
possible, comrades, and not only for
the sake of the present. ...” [All
emphases are ours.]

The substance of this speechis that it
goes a considerable way in promoting
huge projects that generally are fa-
vored by the republics which suffer
from inequality in development as
against the more industrialized ones.

Problem of intensive development
vs. big projects

This would pose a oon51derable prob-
lem for the Gorbachev administration,
which isintent on slowing down thede- _
velopment of such projects and concen-
trating the financial and technical re-
sources of the country on utilizing high
technology in selective areas, the ulti-
mate aim being to modernize the entire
industrial infrastructure of the USSR.
For the present, however, projects
which would require heavy capital in-
vestment, very likely the projects to
which Kunayev referred in his speech,
would be cut out or slowed down,
thereby creating a considerable prob-
lem for the Kazakhstan area.

It should be noted that all of Gorba-
chev’s predecessors—Andropov, Brezh-
nev, Khrushchev, and certainly
Stalin — were promoters of indust-
rial development and eagerly sought
to employ high technology. In fact, it
has been the basis for socialist
construction in the USSR.

. Itthus can beseen thatin this area,
there’s a difference of approach which
could vitally affect the situation in
Kazakhstan, where it is projects like
these which have developed the repub-
lic to its present level. Rather than"
bring this outinto the open, the Gorba-
chev administration handleditin an
administrative way and removed
Kunayev and his collaborators.

Accusations of corruption,
favoritism

Whatis more, the struggle degener-
ated into one where the governing
group began to make accusations of
bribery, corruption and lack of interna-
tionalism. This attack camein the form
of a resolution of the CPSU Central
Committee entitled “On the Work of
the Kazakh Republic Party Organiza-
tion in the Internationalist and Patri-

Qontinued onpaege. 10
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Airbus coverup

hen the U.S. ruling class commits a well-
_ publicized crime, its first move is to blame
the victim. If this fails, it blames the workers
for “human error.”

From train wrecksin New York to chemical poison-
ingsin Bhopal, India, managementinvestigations
claim the error was not the fault of poor planning, of
rushing to make a buck fast and putting safety last.
No, the official reports blame “worker negligence.”

It should be no surprise then how Washington and
the Pentagon handled the massacre of 230 innocent
peoplein the downing of Iran Air Flight 655.

First, the military brass, the Reaganites and Con-
gress blamed the Iranians, relying on racism and
nine years of wild, anti-Iran chauvinism.

Then the facts began to contradict the Pentagon’s
lies. Theflight was regularly scheduled. It sentradar
messagesidentifying it as cjvilian. It wasinits flight
path. The USS Vincennes had no justifiable reason
for shooting it down.

On Aug. 2, the military investigation of the mass
murder moved to Plan B. To blame were not the
Washington policymakers who sent the Vincennes to
invade the Gulf. Nor was it the overpriced Aegisradar
system that misidentified the plane. No, the report
blamed the “workers,” in this case the Navy crew. Un-
der stress, their first time in a combat situation, the
report said, they panicked and misidentified the
Iranian Airbus as an attack fighter.

Inother words, the Pentagon isrepeating thesame
old bull that every big corporation uses to “explain”
deaths and injuries caused by the drive to increase
profits.

And this too should be no surprise, because it was
the U.S. ruling class’s drive for profits that was also
behind the gulf massacre.

The U.S. armada was ordered to the gulfto hold and
grab oil profits for the oil monopolies. The Pentagon
brass ordered the Vincennes to patrol aggressively,
especially against Iran. The Pentagon officerslied to

the sailors by telling them Iran was out to get them,
that the Iranian planes were going to attack.

The blame then is not with the ordinary sailors. It
lies squarely with Washington and the Pentagon big-
wigs who devised the U.S. policy of aggression in the
gulfand gave the orderstohaveit carried out. It lies
with the oil magnates and bankers who lust for ever
higher profits. They and their Pentagon servants are
thereal criminals, and the military investigation is
just a coverup for another of their crimes.

Court assaults
young women

he Reagan administration has been especially

contemptuous of youth. Today Black and La-

tino teens have the highest unemployment
rates. Reagan and his cronies have fought to pay
young people less than the minimum wage. And the
rightwing’s solution to the complex and pressing
problems facing young people, from drugs to AIDS, is
an insulting sloganeering—“Just say no.”

Big government’s latest encroachment into the
lives of young people concerns a woman’sright to con-
trol her own body. A federal appeals court has upheld
a Minnesota law requiring women under 18 years of
age who want an abortion to notify both parents (even
if they are divorced) or to get approval from a state
judge.

Thisruling, which could certainly makelife hell for
ayoung woman, could easily discourage legal abor-
tions. At the same time, elected officials show great
contempt for teenage women who become mothers.

While specifically targeting the young, who are
most defenselessin the eyes of the law, this appeals
courtruling is also an encroachment upon the abor-
tion rights of all women. Where do the progressive
forces who want to fight this go from here?

The next legal stepis to go to the Supreme Court.
Some are expressing areluctance to bring an abortion
ruling before the Supreme Court. They fear that the
high court’s Reagan appointees will “tip the balance”
and not only back thereactionary ruling, but also uti-
lize it tobroaden the attack against abortion rights.

Isthere no other way? Though its justices are cho-
sen for life, the Supreme Court is far from immune to

public pressure; especially from a mass movement.
Anindependent mass movement, rooted among the
workers and the oppressed, is the force that has the
most potential to bring about social justice in all
spheres of life, from decent wages to ending racism to
abortion rights. It was the mass movement that won
therightto abortion in the first place, andit is only the
mass movement that can safeguardit.

Tompkins Square
means fightback

onald Trump and Edward Koch. Thesmooth,
real estate speculator and the outspoken ra-

» cist mayor. If anything symbolizes New
York’s version of Reaganismit’s the portrait of these
two characters on the front page of some slick weekly.

Forits entire history, the Koch administration has
been locked in the service of the big real estate profi-
teers. And how they have profited. While no workers’
housing was built, hundreds of thousands were
forced from their homes and whole communities up-
rooted. Real estate prices and rents havereached the
stratosphere.

But the courage of an embattled New York neigh-
borhood showed that behind the slick image of the
real estate “entrepreneur” and the “quaint” arro-
gance of hizzoner is the gun and club of the cop.

To turn New York’s Lower East Sideinto a high-
rent area for Wall Street managers—and tomake for-
tunes for those who have gobbled up the neighbor-
hood’s buildings—the working and poor people who
live there have to leave. To hurry their departure,
Koch has unleashed his cop army on the people.

With a heroic rebellion that united homeless peo-
ple, squatters and long-time tenants as well as neigh-
borhood visitors against the cops, the Lower East
Sideis fighting back. And as the dust clears from this
first battle over Tompkins Square Park, Koch has
had to make concessions. He himself describes them
astemporary.

Low-income tenants are watching this battle with
the hope that it shows the way to halting gentrifica-
tion and winning decent housing for working and
poor people. They like the idea that the new rallying
cry for the tenants’ movement might well be: “Tomp-
kins Square means fight back!”

— Kazakhstan

Continued from page 9

otic Upbringing ofthe Workmg People”
(Pravda, July 16, 1987). This resolution
reads more like a criminal indictment
than an evaluation of the work of the
Kazakh Party organization. It is re-
plete with accusations of corruption,
nepotism, favoritism and toleration of
reactionary Islam. )

“In admission to higher schools,”
saysthe resolution, “preferential con-
ditions were created for Kazakh young
people[!?], favoritism flourished, exist-
ing regulations governing admissions
were violated and evaluations were

“No vigorous work was done to ex-
pose the reactionary aspects of Islam
and its attempts to preserve outmoded
traditions and notions and toreinforce
national aloofness. Works of literature
and art frequently idealized the
Kazakh people’s past and made at-
tempts to rehabilitate bourgeois
nationalists.. . . Religious activity expe-
rienced invigoration and clergymen’s
influence on various aspects of the pop-
ulation’s life increased. Serious mis-
takes were made which led to an in-
creasein nationalistic manifestations
which were not promptly checked and
moreover were hushed up or termed or-
dinary hooliganism.”

Accusations also are made of “em-
bezzlement, report padding, drunken-
ness, alcoholism and drug addiction.”
It’s not our province to deal with these
questions, and certainly not possible
for us to determine the truth or falsity
of any of these accusations. Yet even if
all of them are true, and arenot a delib-

eratered herring, they areirrelevantto -

the critical political issues that are be-
ing swept under the rug.

Great Russian dominance
in Politburo

The first and most critical is the pro-
priety of the Politburo, which is com-
posed mostly of Great Russians at this

time, making the leader of a formerly ~

oppressed nationality the butt of their
attack, dismissing him and replacing
him with a Russian. (It should be added
that the former Party leader of Azer-
baijan, Geldar Ali Rza Ogly Aliev, who
was named to the Politburo during the
Andropov administration, suffered the
same fate as Kunayev and was re-
moved in October of 1987. He and
Kunayev had been the only representa-
tives orrthe Politburo of the Asian re-
publics.)

Talking internationalism will be of
no avail. It will beinterpreted as Great
Russian chauvinism and notinterna-
tionalism. It’s talking down to a form-
erly oppressed nationality, andin any
'case these accusations aremadeby a
dominant nationality against a smaller
republic.

It would be different if it were
Kazakhs themselves who were urging
other Kazakhs to assume responsibil-
ity forinternationalism and to fight the
reactionary essence of Islam. Which-
ever way one views it,itisimpossible to
avoid theissue of Great Russian chau-
vinism preaching down to and in fact
dominating one of the smaller repub-
lics.

Itis precisely that which was the sub-
ject of Lenin’s struggle in the last pe-
riod of his life. And it was particularly

to this question that the Twelfth Con-
gress of the Russian Party in 1923 ad-
dressed one of its main resolutions.
The Kazakhs could just as well have
answered the accusations against
Kunayev by recalling that the govern-
ing group has for a considerable period
been promoting the art and literature
of the czarist period, has been spending
untold sums on redoing all the Russian
Orthodox churches and other pre-revo-
lutionary cultural institutions, has
spent lavishly on the promotion of the
1,000th anniversary of Christianity in
Russia and has gone way overboard in
approaching a variety of religious or-
ganizations abroad in an effort to dem-
onstrate freedom of religion in the

USSR.

Harmonizing economic centralism
with national democratic rights

Still, this leaves out a fundamental
question involved in the dispute. The
development of socialism requires eco-
nomic centralism and socialist plan-
ning to avoid and eventually abolish
the remnants of the chaotic capitalist
market forces and replace them with a
fully socialist planned economy. This
can only be done on a centralized but
democraticbasis. S

The Gorbachev administration, how-
ever,is more and more moving in the di-
rection of economic decentralization,
even though itbacks away from it now
and then.

Over and over, the governing group
stresses the urgency of greater auton-
omy for managers, for the directors of
industry. It stresses individual initia-
tive, greater leeway for private cooper-
atives and new private enterprises. All
thisloosens the economic controls.

Over-centralization has of course

been an evil for the planned economy,
but decentrahzatlon is something else
again.

This trend toward economic decen-
tralization is in sharp contrast to the
centralist trend in relation to the re-
publics, as evidenced in the Kazakh-
stan case. Itisnow more than two years
since the Gorbachev administration
began denouncing “high-handedness”
and “command tactics from above” as
causing stagnation in the USSR. How
does this contrast with the high-
handedness in the Kazakhstan case?
The arbitrary removal of theleader of a
union republic is in defiance of the
Leninist norms for governing the rela-
tions between the USSR and its constit-
uentrepublics.

Granted that there is an inherent
contradiction between the centralist
needs of the economy and the centrifu-
gal tendencies of the constituent repub-
lics, isit not the very essence of Leninist
tactics and strategy to harmonize the
two tendencies? Is it not precisely on
the national question that one needs
the greatest amount of flexibility,
knowmg when and how to loosen the
reins and at the same time to do the ut-
most to strengthen centralization con-
forming to the needs of social and eco-
nomicdevelopment?

The fact that the USSR, as a giant
multinational state, has been able to
exist and achieve such monumental
tasks in the fields of industry, science
and defense, without the multitude of
rebellions which are a constant source
of strugglein capitalist multinational
states, like India and the U.S., is proof
initselfthat a combination of economic
centralism and flexibility on the na-
tional question offers the best road for
socialist development.
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Palestinians respond to pullout by Jordan’s King Hussein
‘This gives us autonomy, autonomy. That's the answer here!’

By Joyce Chediac

The recent announcement by King
Hussein of Jordan that he was relin-
quishing his claim on the West Bank to
the Palestine Liberation Organization
isnow being hailed by the big business
press here as a “slap at the PLO.”

The media, which often functions as
an unofficial mouthpiece of Washing-
ton, declared Hussein’s statement to be
acrafty maneuver designed to discredit
the PLO by presenting it with a mission
impossible—funding and administer-
ing the West Bank all by itself. Jordan
has spent $100 million a year on the
West Bank.

In making this assessment, the ma-
jor media seem to have written off the

struggle of Palestinians wholive on the
West Bank. It is not unusual for big
business to underestimate the struggle
of workers and oppressed people. The
Palestinian people, however, are the
PLO. They are the ones who would take
over the towns, villages and camps if
Jordan pulls out.

Whatdothey think? '

After eight months of holding off and
outwitting the heavily-armed Israeli
military, Palestiniansin the occupied
territories have gained great confi-
dencein the struggle and a measure of
their own strength.

While there is anger that Jordan is
unilaterally relinquishing the adminis-
tration of the West Bank without con-
sulting the PLO leadership or allowing

—Layoffs,
shutdowns law

Continued from page 7

efits and protections. Many workers
are undocumented, others are victims
of minimum wage and sub-minimum
wage super-exploitation. It is neces-
sary for these workers to be covered by
the law.

There are many more service and
clerical workers than ever before.
These women and men constitute a
growing and dynamic section of the la-
bor force who are underpaid, have few
job protections and would enormously
benefit from alayoffs and plant closing

bill. Many of these workers are women;
they are Black, Latino and from other
oppressed nationalities. Others are les-
bians and gay men and thousands are
young people working at dead-end jobs.
And most arein workplaces not covered
by the new law.

The plant closings and layoffs lawis
an important victory for_the labor
movement, especially at a time when
the banks and corporations have been
unrestrained in their attacks against
the trade unions and workers gener-
ally. Hopefully it will help pave the way
for new, united struggles to push back
the anti-labor offensive and reverse the
economic assaults on the workers and
oppressed.

— Minimum
wage

Continued from page 7

ers. Fast food companies have a record
of keeping workers an average of 60
days. And bosses who have hired
trainees at 85% of the minimum follow
apolicy called “churning,” thatis;lay-
ing off the workers after 90 days so that

they never reach even minimum wage
level.

Congress to vote on an increase

The organized labor movement has
been fighting to increase the minimum
wage. A bill has finally been introduced
in Congress where it will be voted on
during the coming weeks. Beforeithas
even reached the floor of the House of
Representatives and the Senate, the
amount being proposed has been re-
duced to a piddling 40-centincrease for
each of the next three years, bringing it
to $4.55 by 1991. It alsoincludes an ex-
emption for theincreasein Puerto Rico.

Reportedly, there is stiff opposition
in Congress tothis miserly increase, All
of the debate on the question proves
that thosein Congress, who have never
held back on increasing their own pay,

are more interested in holding work-
ers’ wages down than in guarantee—
ing a living wage.

Since 1981 top U.S. business execu-
tives have given themselves enormous
increases. In salaries and bonuses the
big bosses make 31 times more than the
average worker’s wage. Thewage gap
between workers and bossesin the U.S.
hasbecome twice aslarge as any other
industrialized capitalist countryin the
world.

WWP demands $10 an hour

Larry Holmes, Workers World Party
candidate for president in the 1988 elec-
tions, called both the present minimum

wage and the increase being proposed
in Congress “unionbusting starvation
p ay‘”

Holmes pointed out that the amount
bosses pay workers has nothing to do
with the value of the goods and services
that workers produce. Rather bosses

. hold wages down to the lowest level

they can get away with while at the
same time maintaining an adequate
workforce.

Thedifferencein value between what
the workers produce and what they get
paid reads out in the bosses’ rate of
profit. Within the last decade theliving
standard of all working people has
eroded. It helps the capitalists to de-
press everyone’s wages, Holmes said,
by holding down the pay of the most su-

per-exploited workers and by main- .

taining a pool of long-term unem-
ployed labor.

Holmes’ election campaign calls for
an immediate minimum wageincrease
to $10 an hour. “The guaranteeof aliv-
ing wage will benefit all working peo-
ple,” hesaid.

— AIDS

Continued from page 5

conclusion. If you're gay and you have
AIDS, it’s your own fault you’re sick and
youdon’tdeserve any medical care. Ac-
cording to Circle K, gay men choose
AIDS.

The same goes for IV drug users who
have AIDS. For that matter, it’s your
own fault if you have any alcohol- or
drug-related illness, as though that
were your own choice.

Thereality, of course, is that diseases
don’t discriminate—bosses do. And,
withlesbian and gay, AIDS, and civil
libérties groups all organizing to mount
a campaign againstit, Circle K man-
agement may live toregretits assault
on workers’ rights tomedical care.

for a transition period, the overwhelm-
ing feeling is that Hussein’s announce-
ment was forced upon him by the upris-
ing convulsing the West Bank and Gaza
since December. This perception has
been confirmed by Palestiniansin the
U.S. who closely follow events back
home.

Knowing thatit willnot be easy, West
Bank Palestinians are willing and actu-
ally anxious to take over the adminis-
tration of their own land.

This optimism and confidencein the
struggleis being expressed not only by
the militant youth, but even by those
who have the most to lose, the 21,000
administrators, teachers and health
workers whose salaries Hussein will
stop paying on Aug. 16.

‘Autonomy is the answer’

For example, a senior Palestinian
civil servant’s response to Hussein’s
salary stoppage was, “This gives us au-
tonomy, autonomy. That’s the answer
here.”

About 5,000 civil servants and gov-
ernment employees on the West Bank
are fully paid by Jordan. Another
16,000 receive part of their wages from
Jordan and part from Israel.

Mohammad Alghou, who teaches
Arabicatadordanian schoolin Ramal-
lah, said he received about $244 a
month from Jordan and another $384
from Israel. His reply to Hussein’s an-
nouncement? “I depend on myself. I
don’tdepend on Jordan. I'll work more,
and get another job. Thereal problem is
our condition, the Palestinian condi-
tion, not the money.”

- Dr. Yassir Obeid, who is Jordan’s -

chiefhealth administratorin the West
Bank, willlose hisentiresalary, as will

the 200 health care workers he super-

vises at four clinicsin Ramallah and Je- .

rusalem. Obeid put it this way, “I ex-
pected these measures. But they should
have been taken at a much slower
pace—three or four months to let us
make arrangements and getready.” He
continued, “When people are oppressed

and hungry they revolt. This will in-
crease theintifada, not decreaseit.”

‘Money not the issue’

Looking back on thesacrifices they
have already madeduring the course of
the uprising, Palestinians feel that
they will find a way to continue despite
Tel Aviv’s announcement that it will
not allow the PLO to bring in the $8-10
million needed monthly to offset Jor-
dan’s withdrawal of funds.

“Money is not the issue,” said
Ibrahim Matar, a leading West Bank
economist. “Already things are tight,
the quality of lifeis depressed, the econ-
omy is destroyed. What more can they
doto us? We have done with less before
and we will do with less again.”

Meron Benvenisti, aleading Israeli
researcher on the West Bank, concurs.
“If thereis a vacuum in the territories
created by King Hussein’s disengage-
ment, the Palestinians are sophisti-
cated enough and politicized enough to
start a similar parallel system,” he ex-
plains.

Indeed, this parallel system already
exists, and has grown in leaps and
bounds during the uprising, with liter-
ally tens of thousands of popular com-
mittees springing up to meet people’s
needs.

Then there are the small, rural towns
like Kfar Nimeh, known as“liberated
villages.” Kfar Nimeh is governed by a
clandestine four-man committee made
up of the four main Palestinian resis-
tance organizationsin the PLO. It has
already established its own independ-
ent civil administration and is striving
to meet the health, food, medical and
unemployment needs of its inhabi-
tants.

A village elder explained, “We think
we can survive and continue our revolt,
whether or not we continue getting the
money thatJordan used to putin here.”

Towns like these are being looked
upon by many on the West Bank andin
Gaza asthebeginnings of the independ-
ent Palestinian state, which is the ulti-
mate goal of the uprising.

ANGC tells Buffalo, N.Y., meeting:
‘Dual power exists in South Africa!

Special to Workers World

Buffalo, N.Y.

“Thereis people’s power in the com-
munities; dual power exists in the coun-
try; class warfare has broken out,” de-
clared Wantu Zinzele of the African Na-
tional Congress (ANC). Addressing ari
enthusiastic meeting on July 29, Zin-
zelesaid that the only way for the apart-
heid government to surviveis by “un-
leashing unspeakable violence against
the African people.” The ban on the
press by the South African government
is precisely for “ the purpose of trying to
hide the fascist, anti-people violence.”

He stressed to the audience thatitis
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the governmentin South Africa “that
has closed off all of the avenues of peace-
ful struggle.” The government has
formed or encourages the formation of
“vigilante groups, assassins and death
squads.”

Zinzele declared that the govern-
ment strategy “cannot work because
the ANC is harnessing the power of the
masses to control the wealth they pro-
duce. There will be no compromise on
this point!” He said thatthe ANCisen-
tering the phase that will “see the re-
treat of apartheid.” He pointed out that
the South Africans had already suf-
fered a major military defeat in south-
ern Angola.

The multinational audience was at-
tentive and enthusiastic, chanting for
the freedom of Nelson Mandela at the
conclusion of Zinzele’s speech. The fo-
rum was sponsored by Workers World
Party as part of a summer series.

The audience also heard an upbeat,
two-part report on the Workers World
election campaign. Vera Spruill and
Tom Scahill analyzed the recent Demo-
cratic Convention and reported on the
progress of the petition campaign to get
the Workers World Party candidates on
the ballotin New York state.
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Uruguay y la lucha por una democracia popular

- Por Carl Glenn
y Santiago Manque-Milla

Uruguay es uno de los paises mas
pequeiios de Sudamérica con una po-
blacién de 3 millones de habitantes
que en la actualidad esta jugando un
papel de gran importancia dentro del
coritexto delucha que sacude al conti-
nente por librarse de la dominacion
neocolonialista ejercida por el pais
del norte valedecir EE.UU.

Mundo Obrero entrevisté a José
German Araujo destacado lider popu-
lar urguayo que lucha porlajusticiay
que adem4s es periodista y senador.
El objetivo de esta breve visita por
EE.UU. esel deromper el bloqueo de
noticias que mantienen los medios de
comunicacién aqui sobre los aconteci-
mientos en su pais.

Uruguay es un paisen proseso dere-
cuperacion y que viene saliendo de
una dictadura militar que duré doce
anos (1973-1985). Durante este perio-
dolarepresion fue brutal, con miles de
encarcelados, desaparecidos, asesi-
nados, torturados, exiliados; una de
cada 80 personas fueron encarcela-
das, llegando hasta el extremo de re-
querir un permiso policial para poder
celebrar una fiesta de cumpleafios.

El Departamento de Estado, la
CIA,y el Pentagono entrené y asesord

Comando Sur
Poder Hostil

Pasaje estratégico

Serie especial de estudios politicos
(segunda parte y final)

Vista desde otro angulo la funcion
del Comando Sur en la estrategia glo-
bal norteamericana no puede sosla-
yarse su particular ubicacién en lasri-
beras del canal interoceanico. El Ca-
nal constituye un eslab6n imprescin-
dible en la vida geopolitica entre las
costas este y oeste delos Estados Uni-
dos y entre los océanos mas grandes
del mundo: el Pacifico y el Atlantico.

Estados Unidos necesita un barco
de transporte por cada 7.200 tonela-
das ctbicas de abastos que llegan a
sus puertos, es decir, necesita 450 bar-
cos para transportar tres millones de
toneladas ctibicas. Si el Canal se ce-
rrara nececitaria el doble de barcos,
por el ahorro que la via produce a cada
envio (aproximadamente 8 millas
nauticas). Esto significa un ahorro de
30 dias de navegacién por cada barco
que viaja a baja velocidad y de 15 dias
en aquellos que navegan a velocidad
de20nudos omas.

En la Segunda Guerra Mundial
(1941-45) los Estados Unidos realiza-
ron 20.276 transitos de tropasy trans-
portaron 24 millones de toneladas de
abastos militares. En la Guerra de Co-
rea (1951-54) realizaron 3.331 transi-
tos de tropas y 12 millones de tonela-
das de abastos. Durante la crisis de
“loscohetes”en 1962 el Canal cumplio
un papel clave en abastos y concen-
tracién de fuerzas navales para el blo-
queo a Cuba. En dos afios de Guerrade
.Vietnam,(1967-69) movieron 13.237
toneladas cibicas de abastos hacia

alos aparatos militares para aplicar
la politica de contra-insurgencia y
que cuyo objetivo era aplastar la vo-
luntad combativa y proletaria del
pueblo uruguayo pero nolo consiguie-
ron. )

Durante este periodo el costo de vi-
da subio al 7.500 por ciento, que se tra-
dujo en un desajuste salarial de més
delamitad segun las cifras del Banco
Mundial. Y la deuda externa subié de
500 millones de délares a 5 mil millo-
nes.

Araujo explicé que el endeudamien-
to y dependencia econémica no sola-
mente es aplicado a Uruguay sino que
est4 globalizado a toda Latinoaméri-
cay es parte de la estrategia de domi-
nacién capitalista norteamericana,
desarrollada en parte por Milton
Friedman y que en su contexto se re-
quiere el aplastamiento de toda expre-
sién popular, laizquierday el sindica-
lismo.

“Los militares han dejado el poder
para dar la ilusiéon de una aparente
democracia, como parte de un movi-
miento politico de Washington para
lograr mas beneficios econémicos a
costa de los paises latinoamerica-
nos”, dijo German Araujo.

Ataques al movimiento sindical.
Una de las caracteristicas histori-

cas del pueblo uruguayo ha sido la
fuerza del movimiento sindical, ya en
1915 se habia conquistado lajornada
de 8 horas laborales y seguro social.
Antes de quelos militares se tomaran
el poder, habia una sola confedera-
cién laboral que agrupaba a todos los
sindicatos del pais, durante la dicta-
dura los dirigentes fueron asesina-
dos, encarcelados y en el menor de los
casos exiliados. Araujo que fue arres-
tado 163 veces por la dictadura expli-
c6 como se formé una nueva organiza-
cién laboral de caracter clandestinoy
compuesta por j6venes trabajadores.
Después que se eligié un gobierno
civil en el afio 1985, Ia clase dominan-
telegaliz6 al antiguo movimiento sin-
dical que fue declarado fueradelaley,
con la esperanza de promover la desu-
nion y la competencia dentro dela cla-
se obrera, pero en poco tiempo las dos
organizaciones se unificaron.

Lalucha en contralaley de impunidad

Eldesarrollomasimportante desde
el retorno del gobierno civil hasidola
lucha en contralaley de amnistia que
fue otorgada a los militares absol-
viéndolos de los crimenes cometidos.
Para esto se formé una comisién com-
puesta por tres mujeres, dos delas cua-
les son viudas a consecuencia de la
dictadura ya que estos asesinaron a

sus espososy la tercera que tiene a su
nieta en Paraguay, criada por un ex-
oficial militar, y cuyos padres tam-
bién fueron asesinados bajo el régi-
men Opresor uruguayo.

Esta comisién tiene como objetivo
principal el de abolirlaley de impuni-
dad que favorece a los criminales de
guerra uruguayos, gque amparados
bajo un uniforme militar cometieron
delitos de lesa humanidad. Se junta-
ron sobre 634.000 firmas, mas de las
que serequerian para poder llamar a
un referendum popular que deroguela
ley deimpunidad pasado porel Con-
greso Nacional, pero hastala fechael
gobiernono hareaccionado todavia.

Los militares han amenazado con
tomar el poder nuevamente que en
verdad nuncalo han dejado. El minis-
tro de defensa actual, teniente gene-
ral retirado Hugo Medina, era el jefe
del ejercito durantela dictadura. A pe-
sar dela presencia militar, el resurgi-
miento del movimiento de masas, la
vitalidad demostrada por las fuerzas
populares y la alta moral combativa
de todo el pueblo uruguayo nos de-
muestra el apoyo que en estos momen-
tos cuenta el Frente Amplio.

Y que hoy en dia la palabra “justi-
cia” es sinénimo derechazo delo que
eslamalllamada amnistia.

Vietnam, Guam, e A CARIBBEAN SEA
Tailandia y Fili- ’

pinas (cf.:Mora- 0 miles 500

les, 1984) 0 kilometers 500

Segin declara-
ciones del Gen.
Paul Gorman
(Council of Ame-
rica, Washing-
ton, 8/5/84), para
el Pentdgono el
Canal es un “pa-
saje estratégico”
puesto que “en ca-
so de un ataque a

~ '.‘_'
A f

ot
NICARAGUA

ST KITTS-NEVIS
o 4% /[ 8 BARBUDA

J7 < 4 ANTIGUA
1 TMONTSERRAT (U K .oﬁ.ﬁ
GUADELOUPE (FR) vV °

o
N
&

DOMINICA
" MARTINIQUE (FR)
ST LUCIA §
~ BARBADOS
ST VINCENT Q ®
AND THE »
GRENADINES ®
8 GRENADA
£ TOBAGO

B

2 .
K‘Bases militares Norteamericanas en el caribe.

\/PW ]

VENEZUELA "

Y \
PN “
"":0 "," :. ‘\‘
!' - g5 c\ - -
H nles ‘._'!"
\-‘ ‘-‘ PR NACLA

la OTAN (Euro- |

pa) el 50 % de los
contingentes pasarian por el aire”.

E1 Comando Sur cumple también el
rol de mantener fluido el transito que
se orienta fundamentalmente a bene-
ficiarla circulacién de mercancias, la
acumulacién del capital, laindustria
de guerra yla estrategia bélica de do-
minio mundial, es decir: el complejo
militarindustrial.

Comando Sur enclave hostil

El Comando Sur es un territorio
comprendido o encerrado en otroesun
complejo militar ex6geno, segregado
de la nacién panameifia, y mantiene
una estructura interna de mandos, re-
cursos y logisticas que obedece a las
determinaciones de otro estado y a
una estrategia mundial de domina-
cion. El enclave militar mantiene una
cultura, sicologica e idiosincracia ex-
trafias al territorio donde est4 encla-
vado y una estrctura econ6émica con
efectos distorsionantes en la econo-

mia panamefia. el enclave trasciende
multiplicadamente las necesidades
ofensivas del canal y viola el, princi-
pio deneutralidad, reconocidos en los
Tratados y en los principios interna-
cionales querigen las relaciones entre
los pueblos del mundo. Interviene en
los asuntos internos de otros paises
atentando contra la libre autodeter-
minacién delos pueblos.

El Comando Sur es un centro logis-
tico y un eje estratégico contra la re-
gién centroamericana y caribefia, y
contra el conjunto de los paises lati-
noamericanos. Es un pivote de una
concepcién globalista y belicista que
pasadela contencién pasiva ala con-
tencién activa, es decir, del primer al
segundo escalén de la estrategia flexi-
ble. :

Es un eje de las fuerzas de desplie-
guerapidoydela estructura militarde
los Estados Unidos en la regién. Es
base de experimentacién bélica y en-

trenamiento castrense y contrainsur-
gente para las fuerzas propias y aje-
nas, como escala en las tares de re-
aprovisionamiento, reparaciéon, man-
tenimientoy vigilancia naval, aérea,
y maritima y asi provee una platafor-
ma ideal, punto de observacioén, con-
trol einteligencia para gran parte del
hemisferio. *

Las 67 instalaciones del Comando
Sur (sitios de defensa, dreas de coordi-
nacién y otras) se mantendran hasta
el afio 2.000. Las tierras entregadas a
Panam4d araiz delos Tratados Torri-
jos-Carter de 1977 son las superfluase
innecesarias para el funcionamiento
militar del Comando. El mismo Trata-
do de Neutralidad permite la inter-
venci6n unilateral permanente de los
Estados Unidos si se estima en peli-
grola viainterocednica en afios futu-
ros: Es decir: el enclave bélico cambia
de forma, perono de esencia.





