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LANSING TENT CITY: The unemployed organize

On June 7, the jobless, the hungry and the homeless throughout Michigan
will converge on the state capitol and stay there until they win emergency
relief. What are the conditions which have prompted this struggle? What
issues are they raising? What implications does this fightback hold
nationwide for those in »~-3?
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PEOPLE’S POWER IN
WEST BANK, GAZA
The Palestinian uprising
against Israeli rule has given
birth to a historic and
revolutionary development—
an independent people’s
authority. 11

IMMIGRANT WORKERS

Washington’s amnesty plan
for undocumented workers has
been hailed by the media. A
closer look, however, reveals a
program which penalizes the
foreign born, gives the green
light for racism in hiring, and
1s meant to undermine
solidarity among working
people. 4

ANGOLA

The Angolan government has
revealed that Washington is
setting up a second front for
UNITA’s anti-Angolan

contras in Zaire.

10
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Native people
expose Reagan’s
summit maneuvers

By Mahtowin

Among millions of poor and oppressed peo-
ple in the United States —in homeless shel-
ters, prisons, overcrowded and ‘overpriced
slums, in minimum-wage sweatshops and
communities devastated by plant closings
—there was no cheering this week for the
grandstand performance of Ronald “Human
Rights” Reagan in Moscow.

Even as Reagan was lecturing his hosts
about the great freedoms that exist only in
America (like the “freedom to live on the
streets” — yes, he actually said that), a dele-
gation of Native people was in the Soviet
Union to confront Reagan at the summit con-
ference and expose the impoverished living
conditions of oppressed peoples here as well
as consistent U.S. violations of the rights of
Native nations.

Leonard Peltier, U.S. political prisoner

The delegation included Tony Gonzalez of
the International Indian Treaty Council and
Russ Redner, head of the Leonard Peltier De-
fense Committee. Peltier, a leader of the
American Indian Movement, has been im-
prisoned in the U.S. for more than 12 years.
He was convicted of killing two FBI agents
in 1975, even though the FBI’s own ballistic
reports indicate that Peltier could not have
been responsible.

Peltier has widespread support among Na-
tive people throughout the Western Hemi-
sphere. His case is known around the world,
particularly in the Soviet Union, which has
agreed to his request for political asylum.
The U.S. government, however, refuses to re-
lease him or recognize his status as a political
prisoner.

The delegation hopes to take advantage of
Reagan’s posturing about human rights to
makeit known that there are many prisoners
held in U.S. jails whose real crime is their
struggle on behalf of oppressed people.

Before leaving for Moscow, the delegation
held a press conference at the United Nations

where Tony Gonzalez gaveexamples of cur-
rentstrugglesiirwhich 'the U.S. government
is using military equipment to clear Native
houses off the land in the same style as the
tactics used by the Israeli government against
the Palestinian people. _

Reagan was unable to ignore the presence
of the Native delegation, which also raised
the issues of Central American refugees re-
fused amnesty by the U.S., the plight of pris-
oners, and racism against Black people.

When asked by a Moscow University stu-
dent at a press conference if he planned to
meet with the Native delegation, the “Great
White Father” from Washington, D.C., man-
aged to expose the depth of his racism. He
simplistically dismissed the bloody history
of genocide, land theft and slavery that be-
gan the day capitalism arrived on these
shores.

Hereis “how the West was won,” according
o Reagan. The Native nations, he said,
“from the beginning, announced that they
wanted to maintain their way oflife.. . . And
we set up these reservations so they could,
and have a Bureau of Indian Affairs to help
take care of them. And they’re free also to
leave the reservation and be American citi-
zens among the rest of us, and many do.”

Native people, of course, see this history
quite differently. The reservation system was
not ‘established to allow Native people to
maintain their traditions. After Native na-
tions were slaughtered to facilitate wholesale
theft ofland, the U.S. government herded the
survivors onto lands that were considered
uninhabitable and worthless, much like
South Africa’s Bantustans.

The Bureau.of Indian Affairs (BIA) is a

Continued on page 8
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San Francisco budget ax meets community protest

By Bruce Bagiski
San Francisco

This City’s Municipal Railway
(Muni) held the first of five public
hearings on May 25. However, it failed
to sell its plans for cuts of up to $10 mil-
lion in services to an angry skeptical
crowd of veteran Muni riders. Seven-
teen lines out of 71 bus routes are being
eliminated or drastically cut back.
Most of these serve the oppressed

The fight for lesbian and gay rlghts is
part of the working-class struggle.

communities.

When Muni spokesperson Peter
Strauss used the euphemism “combin-
ing bus lines” in place of saying that
entire lines would be eliminated, and
remaining lines even more over-
loaded, he was shouted down by peo-
ple who demanded that he tell the
truth.

About 75 people "attended this
poorly-publicized hearing, many be-
cause they saw a leaflet distributed by
the Committee Against Budget Cuts
(CABC) of the All-Peoples Congress.
The hearing was picketed before it
started by several CABC members
and supporters. CABC members

pointed out that poor and working
people are taking the brunt of the city
budget cuts.

Fight against library closings

The corporations which reap hun-
dreds of millions in profits each year
from San Francisco are being asked to
pay only $7 million for a $179 million
Muni deficit. CABC representative
Dick Becker said it will take an inde-
pendent fightback of the victims of the
cuts to force City Hall to back down, to
cheers from the audience. Virtually
everyone signed the CABC petition
against any cuts or layoffs.

On another front of the struggle
against the cuts, petition drives have
begun to save four neighborhood Ii-
braries slated to be eliminated. One of
them, the Oceanview Branch, is one of
only two libraries serving Black
neighborhoods.

All are urged to attend a rally at
Oceanview Playground, located at
Plymouth and Montana Streets, on
Monday, June 6, at 8 p.m. to protest
the closing of this library. Mayor Art
“The Ax”’ Agnos will be present to de-
fend his budget plans.

Call CABC/APC at 821-6545 for
more information or to get involved in
the struggle against the budget cuts.

Lesbian and gay students in
Fresno, California, fight funding veto

By Barbara Cooper and Angela Welton
Students, Cal. State Univ.
Fresno, Calif.

May 27 — The Gay and Lesbian
Student Alliance (GLSA) at Califor-
nia State University at Fresno, whose
booth was burned last yearin a violent
act of prejudice, has again fallen vic-
tim to homophobia.

In an unprecedented act of discrim-
ination, the right-wing student body
president, Mark A. Stone, vetoed the
entire GLSA budget as approved by
the Student Senate this week. He
stated, “I and society as a whole have
not yet accepted this type of behavior
as worthy of such public recognition,

and I cannot allow access to funds for
the group until society deems it pro-,
per.”

GLSA has been highly visible since
its formation in October 1987. It is the
only campus. group distributing edu-
cational information about AIDS. It
has survived verbal and written
threats and harassment, the
short-lived “Anti-GLSA Student Or-
ganization,” and the burning of the
GLSA information booth on Nov. 30,
1987,

A special meeting of the Student
Senate was called to provide an oppor-
tunity for an override of the veto.
While there were not enough senators
in attendance for a quorum, GLSA
was strongly supported by other stu-
dent groups, including the Women’s

Alliance, MeCHA, Latin America
Support Committee, Rainbow Coali-
tion, Students for Jesse Jackson, Dis-
abled Students Association and some
faculty members.

“We won’t be driven away,” a
spokesperson for the GLSA stated.
“We're doing a good job bringing
awareness to the campus and commu-
nity,” she continued. “We’ve been
asked to speak in classes at both
Fresno State and Fresno City College.
We even have been asked to address
high school classes.”

The group is currently conferring
with the ACLU about possible legal
measures. They welcome any state-
ments of support. Send them to:
GLSA, SPO Box 142, California State
University, Fresno, CA 93740.
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Reagan puts obstacles in way of arms reductions

Uses summit spotlight to demand concessions

By John Catalinotto

May 31 — If Nixon’s diplomacy in
China can be enshrined in an opera, it
can be expected that “The Reagansin
Moscow” will someday be a Holly-
wood musical comedy.

Like the U.S. media’s coverage of
this week’s summit, this film will be
stuffed full of confusing scenes. Per-
haps some will show the contradic-
tions, like the 1947 Reagan testifying
atthe House Un-American Committee
against his Hollywood colleagues,
while the 1988 Reagan lectures Soviet
dissidents on the meaning of free ex-
pression.

But billions of people around the
world want to remove the threat of nu-
clear war. They want to see substance
and not spectacle at the summit.
What’s needed to understand Rea-
gan’s role is a clearer class view of the
negotiations between the leading
powers of the capitalist and socialist
sectors of the world.

This summit’s declared purpose, af-

ter all, was to celebrate the INF arms
treaty just ratified by the U.S. Senate
and to move toward further strategic
arms reductions.

From the point of view of the work-
ers and oppressed peoples of the world,
that’s about the most that can be ex-
pected from a summit: a reduction of
overkill. No one reasonable expects
the summit to usher in an era of uni-
versal peace. ]

In essence, Reagan should admit
that seven years of unprecedented
Pentagon buildup has failed to gain
for-the U.S. the military superiority
over the USSR for which he had
hoped. The U.S. government is now $3
trillion in debt, the economy in trouble
and the budget could use a breather.

Washington keeps up the aggression

But despite Washington’s need for
an arms pact, the administration is
aggressively making demands on the
Soviet Union that have nothing to do
with slowing the arms race.

The U.S. diplomats are demanding
of the Soviet Union that Ethiopia open
its country to imperialist penetration
in the North. They want the USSR to
get involved in removing Cuban
troops from Angola, troops that
helped the Angolans drive out the ra-
cist South African army. They want
the Soviet Union to halt arms ship-
ments to embattled Nicaragua.

In other words, the U.S. government
is using the summit as a forum to de-
mand concessions from the Soviet Un-
ion regarding the rights of oppressed
peoples and nations to defend them-
selves. If they could find a way, the
Reaganites would probably demand
that Moscow help get Noriega out of
Panama. :

At the same time, it was just this
month that Washington passed an-
other $300 billion arms budget. While
the summit proceeds, the Pentagon is
projecting a new three-stage missile
for outer space.

And then, instead of concentrating
on arms control, Reagan moves

around Moscow saluting anti-Soviet
dissidents and attacking the Soviet
Union on religious freedom and hu-
man rights. And each poseis a picture
opportunity.

But the substance of the summit is
that even as Washington negotiates
an arms accord, it lays land mines in
the road to an agreement.

Socialist and capitalist rights

In the overabundance of media cov-
erage, some elements of truth about
socialism in the USSR do get through.
In an article on rights in the U.S. and
the Soviet Union, the May 31 Wash-
ington Post printed the following:

“Soviet Communist leaders, how-
ever, define the most important civil
rights as universal employment, in-
expensive housing and easy access to
food, and they seek to guarantee these
to their citizenry.”

It’'1l be interesting to see how that
concept gets worked into the musical
comedy.

\

Jackson forces in West mobilize the most oppressed

Campaign reflects workers emerging as political force

By Gloria La Riva
San Francisco

May 30 — Jesse Jackson’s numer-
ous campaign stops in California and
New Mexico before the June 7 primary
have generated great enthusiasm,
drawing rallies in the thousands.

As important as the size of the out-
standing crowds is the character of
Jackson’s base of support — over-
whelmingly multinational and work-
ing class. The big business media’s
emphasis of Dukakis’ recent primary
wins belies the true significance of the
Jackson movement.

In the West, as throughout the coun-
try, Jackson’s backing comes from the
most oppressed and dynamic sectors
of the U.S.: Black home care workers
and undocumented workers in Los
Angeles, lesbians and gay men in San
Francisco, the Native nations in New
Mexico.

In addition, a shift in consciousness
among many white workers, espe-
cially those in labor struggles, is re-
flected in the doubling and tripling of
Jackson’s 1984 vote percentages. In
Oregon, for instance, the 1984 vote of
9% for Jackson more than quadrupled
to 38% in the May 1988 primary.

Millions of workers and oppressed

people not only reject eight years of
Reaganism; they display little enthu-
siasm for Democratic Party-backed
Dukakis or Republican Bush. Black
leaders issued a public statement this
week griticizing the Dukakis cam-
paign for ignoring the Black commu-
nity. :
In Los Angeles on May 21 Jackson
spoke to 1,000 home care workers,
nearly all Black, who make only $3.70
an hour. The crowd cheered as Jack-
son told them he understood their sit-
uation, while relating his life growing
up in poverty.

An L.A. Times reporter wrote that
many in the audience were moved to
tears. Some 4,000 people came to Stan-
ford University, including many from
the nearby predominantly Black city
of East Palo Alto. Again the crowd
was stirred to thundering applause.

Jackson is the only major candi-
date to visit Latina women cannery
workers in their 11-month strike
against United Foods, Inc.,in Salinas.
On May 22, he stayed overnight in
McFarland, a Chicano town of 6,200
near Bakersfield, Calif., where an ex-
tremely high percentage of children

have contracted cancer from pesti-
cides.

Undocumented workers are also
part of the Jackson movement, even
though they are denied the right to
vote. In San Francisco’s Cinco de
Mayo parade, thousands of undocu-
mented workers came to cheer Jack-
son.

Gay community

Dukakis continues to insult the gay
community by defending his denial of
parental adoption rights for lesbians
and gay men in Massachusetts. He re-
fuses to commit himself to issue an
executive order, if president, banning
anti-lesbian/gay discrimination. Du-
kakis also supports mandatory HIV
testing of all prisoners and immi-
grants. )

In marked contrast, Jackson’s
strong stand for gay rights has won
him wide support. Virtually every les-
bian and gay organization and news-
paper in San Francisco has endorsed
his candidacy. On May 8, 8,000 sup-
porters of lesbian/gay rights waited
three hours in a driving rain to cheer
Jackson’s speech at a statewide rally
on the Capitol steps in Sacramento.

Support for Jackson is strong in the
growing Asian communities of Cali-
fornia. On May 29, over 700 people
turned out for a fundraising dinner at
the Ocean City restaurant in San
Francisco.

Art Song, a Korean-American
leaderin Los Angeles, pointed out that
Jackson “expressed not only in words
butin actions his support and concern
about issues confronting Asians.”

New Mexico

New Mexico, which also will hold its
primary on June 7, is usually ignored
or given minimal treatment by presi-
dential candidates. But in Albu-
querque on May 19, several thousand
packed a Jackson rally at the predom-
inantly Chicano Rio Grande High
School. The candidate also met with
the All-Indian Pueblo Council in Al-
buquerque.

Whatever the outcome of the pri-
mary, the Democratic convention or
the November presidential election,
the needs and aspirations of workers
and oppressed peoples will not recede
only to resurface in four years. The.
class struggle, between rich and poor,
as reflected in the Jackson movement,
1s becoming ever more apparent in the
Us.
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Jesse Jackson gets warm
reception in Jersey Gity

By G. Dunkel
Jersey City, N.J.

To build his support for the June 7
New Jersey primary, on Memorial Day
Jesse Jackson spoke to 1,000 people
assembled in an abandoned railroad
station located in Liberty State Park.

New Jersey is converting the park
into a tourist attraction and a recrea-
tional facility for the gentry whom $10
billion of new condominiums and
apartments are expected to draw to
this area just across the Hudson
River from Wall Street.

But the gentry didn’t come to this
rally. The people who came were the
working and poor people of Jersey
City and Hudson County, many of
whom can’t find work at decent wages
because their old jobs have moved
-away. They were mainly Black, with
numbers of Latinos, Asians and
whites, tightly packing this hot, hu-
mid hall.

Jackson raised Central America,
where the United States has spent
“$10 billion chasing 3 million Sandi-
nistas.” He also raised the Middle
East and South Africa and pointed out
how Cold War expenses have put 3-to-5
million people on the streets. The main
local issue he raised was pollution, in-
cluding acid rain and toxic dumps.

Rachel Duell, a leading member of
the All-Peoples-Congress also spoke,
pointing out that Jackson has “sup-
ported workers from Maine to Wiscon-
sin to California, from Palestine to
South Africa, just like people from all
walks of life support Jesse Jackson.”

John Jones, an independent candi-
date for the 14th Congressional Dis-
‘trict and a member of the APC, which
helped build the rally, issued a state-
ment supporting Jackson. “The Jesse
Jackson campaign has become a vehi-
cle for the expression of working class
discontent.”
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Panama hullabaloo — a falling out among Washington’s thieves

Bickering opens as U.S. fails to overthrow Noriega

By Deirdre Griswold

“The best-laid plans of mice and
men oft go astray,” wrote the Scot-
tish poet Robert Burns. What went
wrong with the State Department’s
-well-laid plans to reshape the Pana-
manian government more to their lik-
ing?

There can be no question anymore
that the whole hullabaloo over the
drug-trafficking indictment by a U.S.
court against General Manuel No-
riega was part of an orchestrated plan
to destabilize the government of Pa-
nama.

That plan is now being described in
the capitalist media as a “fiasco.” On
the eve of Reagan’s departure for the
Moscow summit, Secretary of State
George Shultz had to acknowledge
that U.S. attempts to pressure Noriega
to resign and leave Panama in ex-
change for dropping the indictment
had failed.

Now the various U.S. agencies in-
volved are blaming each other. A
prime target for criticism is the notori-
ous Assistant Secretary of State for
Inter-American Affairs, Elliott
Abrams, who went public with predic-
tions of when Noriega would be forced

Border Patrol will be strengthened.

out. Abrams, of course, has also been a
major architect of U.S. policy in Cen-
tral America,-and now must chew his
thumbs while watching the Nicara-
guan contras negotiate with the San-
dinista government.

What Washington fears the most

What hashappenedin Panama may
be just what the State Department
was most afraid of when, last October,
they circulated an internal memo enti-
tled, “Thoughts on a Panamanian Po-
litical Solution” (made public by the
WBAI/Contragate program). That
document, meant to be a blueprint for
the ouster of Noriega, replied to the
worries of some U.S. strategists who
said that “Noriega is better than what
might succeed him.”

“If Noriega tries to hold on to power
for too much longer,” said the docu-
ment, “he will have to become exactly
what we now fear most.”

Panama Canal the real issue

Clearly, this has nothing to do with
drug trafficking. This is a reference to
the political situation in Panama,
which has been fighting to regain sov-
ereignty over the U.S.-controlled for-
mer Canal Zone since the 1960s. Af-
ter massive demonstrations and street

fighting, that struggle was taken up
by a progressive nationalist grouping
in the armed forces led by Col. Omar
Torrijos.

Torrijos died in a suspicious plane
crash and Noriega became head of the
armed forces. However, before he died,
Torrijos had negotiated two treaties
with Jimmy Carter guaranteeing full
Panamanian sovereignty over the
Canal by 1999.

Opposition to these treaties ran very
high in U.S. right-wing circles. After
Reagan came in, there was a rising
momentum to try and modify the trea-
ties so as to keep U.S. de facto conirol
over the Canal. But clearly there
would have to be a change in the Pan-
amanian government first.

Every effort has been made to in-
duce and pressure Panamanian poli-
ticians to play ball with Washington.
Several prominent political figures
who come from the ranks of the white,
rich oligarchy that controls the econ-
omy have joined this U.S.-inspired
“opposition”; they are now operating
out of Miami and D.C.

However, the U.S. has not been able
to dictate to the Panamanian military.
And, as the State Department docu-
ment says, Noriega “is not the only or

the main problem.” It refers to other
leaders of the Panamanian Defense
Forces as “the gang of six.”

What Washington “fears the most”
is a deepening anti-U.S., anti-imperi-
alist shift within the military and the
masses. And it seems that this is ex-
actly what all the political, economic
and military pressure of the last few
months has achieved.

The Panamanian people know that
the U.S. government, banks and cor-
porations, along with collaborators
from the oligarchy, have tried to
starve them into submission by freez-
ing Panama’s assets and blocking the
payment of fees for use of the Canal.
Workers, most of them black and dou-
bly oppresséd, have flocked into the
new militia units established since the
U.S. started threatening military ac-
tion.

So, for a time, the Reagan adminis-
tration has had to reverse itself and
abandon the October 1987 plan. This
is not a struggle that is going to go
away, however. There will be new ef-
forts to establish a stooge regime in
Panama, especially as the time for the
treaties to go into effect draws closer.
The anti-war and anti-interventionist
movement here must remain vigilant.

New immigration law okays racism in hiring
A hidden aspect to the ‘reform’

By Teresa Gutierrez

On June 1, implementation of the
second major provision of the Immi-
gration and Reform Control Act
(IRCA) of 1986 will begin. 1t is known
as the employer’s sanction. It follows
the May 5 deadline of the greatly her-
alded amnesty provision, whereby
undocumented workers could apply
for amnesty and therefore for legaliza-
tion.

During the amnesty period, both the
ruling class and the bourgeois media

Nicaragua unionists on U.S. tour
tell of ga_ins made

By Veronica Golos
New York

The April-May visit of three Nicara-
guan union leaders was a unique op-
portunity for trade union activists to
hear about the gains workers have
made in Nicaragua in the face of
U.S.-sponsored aggression and block-
ade. ~ -

The three are Alba Palacios Bena-
vides of the Association of Farm
Workers (ATC), Juan Gonzales Rojas
of the Sandinista Workers Confedera-
tion (CST) and Marvin Cortez Estrada
of the National Union of Public Em-
ployees (UNE).

On May 14, the three spoke here at
Local 1199’s union hall. Marvin Cortez
Estrada of the UNE was the main
speaker. Cortez, now 28 years old, has
been a union activist since the age of
16 when he helped organize the Meat-
cutters Union. Atthe same age, he was
also participating in the struggle
against the Somoza dictatorship.

Cortez emphasized the gains won by
the workers since the 1979 Sandinista
Revolution. “We had no rights under
Somoza,” he said. “Work was hard to
find, organizing was difficult. Now we
have the right to work, to health care,
to education, to civil and human
rights. We have day care.

“Our union has a chance to de-
velop,” he stressed, “and we are active
in defense of our movement — against

the return of Somocistas, against
war.”

Accusing Reagan of trying to con-
tinue the war against Nicaragua, Cor-
tez said, “We workers support the

. peace agreements. First, because we

never want war. Second, because war
is dangerous — we have 45,000 vic-
tims.

“The money used to fight us,” he
added to loud applause, “should be
used to help your United Paper Inter-
national Union.”

Commenting about his country,
Cortez told the audience that “Our
multiracial, multinational ethnicity is
our greatness. The revolution has
meant to us the right to live and to or-
ganize. That is why we defend our
rights.” ‘

Of the tour, Cortez said, “Our aims
were to report on the reality of our sit-
uation, to tighten our relationship
with the North American trade unions
and to fight against misinformation
by the U.S. media, and, finally, to ask
for aid. Reagan thinks he can beat us
with hunger, but we will win!”

The tour was endorsed by a number
of international union presidents, in-
cluding Kenneth Blaylock, AFGE; Ce-
sar Chavez, UFW; James Herman,
ILW; John Hovis, UE; Henry Nicho-
las; National Union of Hospital and
Health Care Workers; and William
Winpisinger, JAM.

worked hard to cultivate the image
that the much-hated Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) was now
“pro-immigrant,” and “people and
service-orientated.” But a closer look
at both the amnesty process and the
employer’s sanction provision reveals
that just the reverse is true.

While the legalization offered to less
than one-third of the estimated six mil-
lion undocumented in this country
should be considered a tremendous
gain for all workers, the amnesty pro-
gram has been greatly over-played by
the ruling class. From the inception of
this program, the INS placed obstacle
after obstacle in the path of applicants
for amnesty and sowed mass confu-
sion with unclear regulations. Litera-
ture was even distributed by the INS
with non-existent telephone numbers
and addresses listed as places to apply
for amnesty.

The ultimate insult was that the
amnesty application itself wasin Eng-
lish. Applicants now must learn Eng-
lish and U.S. history as part of the le-
galization requirements. One worker
called it “ironic that we must learn
U.S. history when so many of us have
not even had the opportunity to learn
the history of our own countries.”

Employer’s sanction really
aimed at workers

The employer’s sanction provision
has histerically been opposed by pro-
gressives. The provision claims to fine
the bosses from $250 to $10,000 for
“knowingly” hiring the undocu-
mented. While on the surface it ap-
pears to “punish” the employer, em-
ployer’s sanction serves mainly to ha-
rass and oppress the worker.

Progressives accurately point out
that employer’s sanction gives a green
light for bosses to discriminate
against any “foreign looking” worker
by firing them or refusing to hire them.
Hard hit will be Latino, Black, Arab,
Asian, and Native workers.

Immigrant rights advocates are
calling for a nationwide struggle to
demand the repeal of this provision.
While appealing to the very body that
passed IRCA, this emerging move-
ment will attempt to document the dis-

criminatory nature of the employer’s
sanction through the General Account-
ing Office (GAO) and call for its repeal
in Congress.

-~ However, the GAO, , the financial in-

vestigative arm of Congress, is far
from impartial on this issue. Two
months ago this same body, scape-
goated undocumented workers for the
anti-labor offensive launched by the
corporations. The GAO actually
stated that the immigrant worker de-
pressed wages and living conditions
for all workers in this country!

While the press and the government
are pushing the new “humanitarian”
image of INS, employer’s sanctionlays
this lie to rest. Now, the enforcement
arm of INS, the U.S. Border Patrol
(known to the undocumented as the
hated “la migra”), has its turn. One of
the greatly down-played provisions of
IRCA will beef up the Border Patrol.

The government obtained a signifi-
cant amount of money from undocu-
mented workers just to apply for am-
nesty. This money will now go to the
Border Patrol. Congress as well has
legislated money for the Border Patrol.
Much of the money will be used to buy
more of the higher velocity arms that
the Border Patrol is now using. Border
Patrol offices are to be opened up
where there were no such offices be-
fore, in Houston and Dallas, for ex-
ample.

The U.S. Border Patrol is the arm of
the INS most hated by the undocu-
mented worker. While appearing to be
a mere “guard of the border” its real
status is like that of the police. It
serves to repress, harass and beat
down the working class, in this case
the sector of the working class with no
documents.

Throughout its history it has killed
many undocumented workers. Just
this year, a 16-year-old immigrant was
repeatedly thrown against the pave-
ment and had his skull crushed by the
“migra.” This Gestapo-like agency is
entrusted with enforcing the employ-
er’s sanction.

Phase Two of IRCA should be op-
posed by all who defend the rights of
workers, or who struggle to organize

Continued on page 5
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Cops heat striking janitors in San Francisco

By Ron Holladay
San Francisco

The first week of a strike by the 1,700
janitors who clean San Francisco’s
biggest downtown buildings ended
with increasing solidarity and sup-
port from other unions. This support
came despite a concerted effort by the
two daily papers, both of whom own
downtown office buildings, to violence
bait the strikers.

On the first day of the strike, two un-
ion picketers, including one woman
over 50, were beaten by scabs while po-
lice stood by. The cops, however, were
quick to arrest nine picketers after a
union picket line briefly occupied one
of the struck downtown buildings.

On the second day of the strike, the
Teamsters, security guards, Operating
Engineers, elevator service persons
and other unions announced they
would honor Service Employees In-
ternational Union Local 87’s picket
lines. Earlier the San Francisco Board
of Supervisors unanimously voted a
resolution of support.

The strike has been marked by mili-
tant marches through the downtown
business district behind a huge ban-
ner calling for “Jobs With Dignity.”
Strong picketing by the multinational
workers has turned away scabs at
many work sites.

Local 87 Secretary-Treasurer Eric
Hall told this reporter that although
technically they were negotiating
with the Maintenance Contractors
Association, in reality “the building
owners are calling the shots.” The un-
ion has filed an anti-trust suit against
the building owners.

——— | —— —— . — e m—_ e

According to the union, manage-
ment has hired the largest union-bust-
ing law- firm in the country to repre-
sent them. One of the partners in the
firm of Seyfarth, Shaw, Fairweather
and Geraldson, Michael Grybicki, was
quoted in a published interview say-
ing he was “from the bomb-them-into-
submission school of labor relations.”

Cutbacks are the issue

Local 87 released figures showing
that the cash flow for downtown build-
ings has more than doubled in the last
five years while cleaning costs have
only gone up 1%. Yet, management is
demanding wage cuts, permanent
two-tier systems for new hiring, elimi-
nation of the hiring hall and other
cuts. The union points out that each
worker is expected to clean 30,000
square feet per night which is equiva-
lent to cleaning 19 houses!

The union has personalized the
struggle by releasing biographies of
typical union workers such as Amin
Algaheim who is from Yemen, lives in
the low-income Tenderloin district
and sends most of his earnings to his
family in Yemen.

His wife, Halmih, and his three
children livein Badan, a small village.
He gets to see them only every few
years because of the high costs of air
fares and would find it hard to visit at
all if unpaid leaves of absence are
eliminated.

Local 87, which has represented
cleaning workers for more than 50
years, has a membership that comes
from all over the world. The Union is
40% Latino, 30% Asian, 10% Black,
10% Arab and 10% white.

Iie—w;l’rim Indian Gountry

David Sohappy, Sr. released.
“The struggle will continue as long as
I'm alive,” David Sohappy, Sr., told
Workers World shortly after his release
from federal prison on May 17. His
son, David Sohappy, Jr., was released
on May 18. ‘

David Sohappy, Sr., a Yakima elder
from Washington, served 17 months of
a five-year sentence for selling 317 fish
caught from the waters of the Colum-
bia River, the Che Wana (big river)
where his people have always fished.
Sohappy and eight other Native fish-

. ermen were convicted in 1983 under
the federal Black Bass-Lacey Act for
“poaching” salmon. These convic-
tions were the result of a massive fed-
eral attack against the fishing rights
of the Native nations along the Co-
lumbia River. Sohappy, a leader in the
Indian fishing rights struggle all of
his adultlife, was specifically targeted
for prosecution by the federal and
state governments. Two fishermen,
Wilbur Slockish, Jr., and Leroy Yo-
cash, remain in prison.

The Washington State Department
of Fisheries, which Sohappy’s attor-

— Immigration

Continued from page 4
unions and win better working condi-
tions. The movement to repeal the em-
ployer’s sanction should be supported
by all, documented and undocu-
mented, organized and unorganized.
The employer’s sanction is really
just one more attack against the en-
tire working class. What is needed in-
stead is jobs and full rights for all
workers, documented or undocu-
mented.

ney Tom Keefe termed “the most ex-
treme white supremacist organization
in the state,” continues to hand out ci-
tations to Native fishermen for fishing
illegally. At the same time the state
and federal governments are quick to
protect the rights of sports fishermen
and corporations that abuse the natu-
ral resources of Che Wana.

Sohappy and the traditional people
of the Columbia River fish not only to
provide sustenance for themselves.
“This land is sacred to us. This water
is sacred to us. I need to fish in order to
practice my religion freely. I'm going
to keep on going — I'll fish when the
season comes,” Sohappy vowed. “All
of our ground is religious ground, sa-
cred ground. The government doesn’t
want to recognize that. They want to
ride all over the Indian people’s sacred
ground.”

The government offered numerous
times to release Sohappy if he would
promise not to fish. But Sohappy never
negotiated, never wavered. He has
.been an inspiration to all Indians
struggling for their right to fish and
hunt on their own lands.

Lesbian, gay conference. The
first national conference of Native
lesbians, gays and berdaches will be
held June 18-19 in Minneapolis, Minn.
The conference was organized as a re-
sult of a consensus decision of Native
people who participated in the Oct. 11
National March on Washington for
Lesbian and Gay Rights. Those in-
vited to attend are Native lesbians
and gays, their partners and service
providers. The conference is an his-
toric event for both the Native and les-
bian and gay movements.

" Union answers with militant marches

Members of Local 87 march through downloﬁvn bsiness district.

20 Paperworkers Union locals
declare solidarity with IP strikers

‘By Phil Wilayto

Local union officials from 20 Inter-
national Paper Co. (IP) facilities met
May 22-24 in Memphis, Tenn., to dis-
cuss the year-long IP strike/lockout of
3,500 paperworkers. -

Local presidents of the United
Paperworkers International Union
(UPIU), together representing 12,000
of the 20,000 workers in the IP.system,
unanimously passed a resolution to be
sent to John Georges, chairman of the
board and chief executive officer of IP.

The resolution declared that the lo-
cals were united in their opposition to
the company’s attempts to impose
concessionary contracts on their
members saying that, “At a time of
record profits, we see no reason why
we must accept a decrease in our
standard of living.”

Further, affirming that, “Our
strength lies in unity,” the local offi-
cials stated that, “We find the treat-
ment of these 3,500 workers intolera-
ble. . . There can be no harmonious re-
lations anywhere in the IP system un-
til all members are reinstated.”

Specifically, the officers demanded

high-level joint meetings between IP
and the four affected locals, rein-
statement of all 3,500 union members
and a just resclution of the contract
dispute. Until there is such a settle-
ment, the locals pledged not to “partic-
ipate in any program not legally and
contractually required.”

Among the locals represented at the
Memphis meeting were Locals 5 and
447, representing 1,100 workers at the
Ticonderoga, N.Y., mill, whose con-
tract with IP expires May 31. IP is now
running the mills at Jay, Maine, Lock
Haven, Penn., Mobile, Ala., and De-
Pere, Wisc., with scab labor.

Though financial analysts are ex-
pressing doubts that the company
could successfully operate other mills
in the same way, IP is demarniding that
the Ticonderoga workers agree to a
concessionary contract similar to the
one it tried to impose on the mills al-
ready out. '

Other mills represented "at the
Memphis meeting included Vicks-
burg, Miss., and Texarkana, Texas,
both of whose contracts expire this
year.

Racist police killing sparks
community protest in Rochester, N.Y.

By Chris Becker
Rochester, N.Y.

1

Calvin Green, a 30-year-old Black
man, was shot and killed here on May '
24 by Gary Smith, a white Rochester
policeman. Green, who was being
sought by police to appear for sentenc-
ing in a robbery incident, was hiding
unarmed in an upstairs crawlspace.

Eight officers had already occupied
the house Green was in and the canine
unit had been called. Instead of wait-
ing for non-lethal methods to get
Green out, Smith fired five times into
the crawlspace with all shots hitting
Green. The police waited as Green bled
to death. For three hours following the
shooting George Green, Calvin’s fa-
ther, was told nothing by the cops.

At a May 26 press conference called
by a coalition of local Black commu-
nity leaders, four immediate demands
were made. Rev. Raymond L. Graves,
president of the United Church Minis-
tries, called for the appointment of a
special prosecutor by Governor Mario
Cuomo, the initiation of an independ-.
ent federal investigation into the vio-
lation of Calvin Green’s civil rights,
the immediate dismissal of Gary'’
Smith, and eriminal prosecution of
Smith for murder.

“We don’t know of any whites who
have been gunned down by white po-
licemen in Rochester,” Graves said.
He pointed out that police take all day
to negotiate a surrender when a white
man is barricaded inside a house, but
use their weapons when.dealing with
Black people. “This is a pattern, and
naturally police will try to cover it up
as long as they can... If it takes
twenty years, we’re going to get this
cop off the force.”

Some 50 people, including family,
friends and supporters, attended the
press conference, including the All-
Peoples Congress, which issued a
statement condemning the racist po-
lice murder and supporting the de-
mands set forth.

On May 27, sensing the anger in the
Black community, Gordon Urlacher,
the new chief of police, suspended
Smith without pay until the investiga-
tion is complete. The coalition’s re-
sponse was that it will continue to
raise the demands until justice is
done. A public meeting has been called
for May 31 to update strategy.

Green’s funeral on May 28 was at-
tended by 200 people. Green is the
fourth person killed by police in recent
years. All were Black or Latin.
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‘When someone lies and steals from you, you fight”

Interview with laid-off auto worker leading struggle for jobs

By Debra Field
Detroit

The following is a WW interview
with Job is a Right and Tent City ac-
tivist Joyce Crutchfield. A single
mother of four teenagers, she was laid
off a year ago as GM shut down the
Fleetwood plant where she had
worked for over two years. Crutchfield
had come to the auto plant after a se-
ries of underpaid and minimum wage
jobs and five years of welfare as she
tried to provide a home for her family.
Here she tells why she got involved in
the struggle for jobs and what the
Tent City campaign means to her fam-
ily and others like them:

“When I hired in at Fleetwood, there
was a big sign in the plant that said
something like, ‘Keeping jobs alive
through 1989. 1 didn’t believe they
would lie to you. I really expected to be

*working at least till then. I did every-
thing I was supposed to . . .

“But, GM didn’t sit me down and
ask me my plans. They just stole it all
back! When somebody lies to you and
steals from you, you fight them.”

This is how Joyce Crutchfield ex-
plains the active role she is playing in
the struggle for jobs that has been
gaining momentum in Detroit and
elsewhere in Michigan. The first
picket line. Crutchfield ever walked
was when H. Ross Perot and Roger
Smith were at Cobo Hall in Detroit. “I
just couldn’t understand it,” she ex-
plained. “If they could give one man
$750 million, why can’t I, a single
mother, keep my job?”

Crutchfield became an organizer for
the Job Is a Right Campaign after
joining the Stop Plant Closing
Committee and the Coalition Caucus
at Local 15. “But I couldn’t do it at the
union hall,” she said. “There were no
leadership roles for women.”

Meanwhile, “Everywhere we went,
Job Is a Right was out doing leaflet-
ing, giving talks, putting together ral-
lies,” and after doing “a little investi-
gating,” Crutchfield found “there was
no bias or prejudice against women.
In fact, instead of hearing, ‘You can’t,
you can’t,’ Job Is a Right people were
encouraging and said, ‘You can, you
can" ”

Plan offered to end
‘unequal’ education

By K. Paulich
Detroit

The June 7 action will raise a call for
justice on many fronts. One of these
is ‘education. Funding for schools is
grossly unequal in Michigan. As a re-
sult, schools in poor and working class
communities are inadequately funded
— especlally in predominantly Black
and Latin districts.

Michigan schools are largely fi-
nanced by property taxes collected in
each district. The result is “separate
and unequal” schools — 34 years after
the civil rights struggle won the Su-
preme Court decision outlawing such
arrangements. Wealthy districts here,
like Blrmlngham boast an annual
expenditure of $6,000 per student. De-
troit can afford only $3,400 per child.

The inequality in Michigan educa-
tion, however, is based on class as well
asrace. Alllower-income communities
are affected. Working class suburbs
like Lincoln Park are able to spend
only $2,500 per year per student. Plant
closings in industrial cities like Pon-
tiac, Flint and Benton Harbor have
left these communities unable to sup-
port their schools. Rural districts,
where there is a small tax base, have
always struggled under this system of
school finance.

State lemslators in Lansmg,
Mich.; have been too busy to pass

any legxsiatmn for the 90,000 home-

less in the state. Never mind that
tens of thousands of autoworkers
‘have exhausted all benefits and are
trying to get onto welfare, while
welfarerolls are being cut andbene—
fits have declined i in value over the
past ten years

Of course, thereis always timefo

the “important” things. The state

Senate committee waiting room

had to be refurnished. Plastic just
wouldn’t do. The posteners of the

'nolmmans needgd torestin authen- aboutt
tic rephcas of the ngmal Victonan :

Karen Mossberger, a coordinator
for the education focus of the Coordi-
nation Council, explained that “Gov-
ernor Blanchard recently proposed a
plan to raise the state sales tax to fi-
nance education. But this plan does
not answer the need to improve educa-
tion NOW. Under this proposal, it will
take ten to fifteen years to equalize ed-
ucation throughout the state. In real-
ity, Blanchard’s plan, as well as the
Republican bill, was conceived mostly
as a property tax break for business.

“More money IS needed for educa-
tion, but it is not necessary to tax
homeowners or consumers to provide
it. GM is asking for a $5 million prop-
erty tax abatement for its Poletown
plant.” This plant was built with pub-
lic funds and has meant an overall
loss of jobs due to the closing of two
other plants. Why can’t it be taxed?

There is sufficient wealth in Michi-
gan to provide an excellent education
for everyone if the corporations are
taxed and the distribution of funds
equalized. The state has a constitu-
tional responsibility to provide educa-
tion for all Michigan children. The
message that will be carried to the
steps of the capitol on June 7 is that
EVERY child has an equal right to a
quality education!

$3,881 80 the so-called representa-
tives of the people of Michigan
bought ten. Then they got a bargain
forinside the committee room. They
got 150 chairs for only $95,700!
Work on the fourth ﬂ_oo_r_ _o_o_s_t_the
comes tothe homeless a cool $2 mil-
lion, and indications are that the
whole Cap}tol restoration job
might run as high as $120 million.
~ According to the Defroit Free
ress of May 16, the “driving force”
hind the project is William Kan-
_dler, Governor James Blanchard’s
-leglslatwe halson Questmned
g Kand]errephed

Origins of Tent City

Explaining how Tent City got
started; Crutchfield said, “Last May 9
[1987 rally of unemployed autowork-
ers — DF), there was the Flint rally
which brought out a lot of people to our
first event. Then there was Traverse
City in Jul¥'[Jobis a Right confronted
the National Convention of Governors
with a large demonstration of angry
unemployed workers — DF] and this
year the demonstration at the State of
the State address in Lansing. With
each action, more and more people
came out. Each action was unique and
in every one, it seemed there was a dif-
ferent and higher level of conscious-
ness about ‘This is a fight, a struggle
that won’t go away.” ”’

Crutchfield related that at first, she
found, talking with people and on ra-
dio talk shows, that people actually
felt entitled to welfare but not to a job.
“It was like it was too much to ask and
it came a little harder, slower. . . ,” she
said. “But in Lansing, we couldn’t
even make speeches for the outery of
‘We want jobs. We want jobs!” ”

And now the campaign has really
taken off, Crutchfield emphasized.
“When some of the organizers asked,
‘Can we get 100 to stay over?’ I asked,
‘Are we prepared to handle the num-
bers that will come out?’ ”

Jobless left no choice but struggle

“Look at the levels of unemploy-
ment — Benton Harbor is 24%, Flint
20%; Detroit is 20% and rising. Watch-
ing the official figures, the graph they
put up, I was shocked we went from 8%
to 3% one time. I still didn’t have a job
and nobody else I know had found one.
But I was no longer receiving MESC
benefits. I was the invisible digit, no
longer counted!

“More and more of the unemployed
are losing everything. They’re coming
out — realizing that if they want to
hold on to anything, they have to
struggle. There are 90,000 homeless in

Michigan and 23% of those are work-
ing — minimum wage employees.”
Crutchfield pointed out that she
herself gets only $788 per month with
no food stamps or medical coverage.
“That’s less than I'd get on welfare,
but it disqualifies me from getting
ADC,” she explained. “I can’t feed and
clothe and house four teenagers on
that. We run out of food before the next
check every time. I could become

Why women play a leading

By Cheryl LaBash
Detroit

Women in Michigan have much to
gain from the June 7 “Tent City” on
the capitol lawn. That is why so many
women are leading this drive to put
poor and working people’s needs at the
top of Michigan’s political agenda.

Who are these women? They are un-
organized workers, union workers,
disabled and able-bodied, seniors and
youth, lesbian and straight. Some are
homeless. Some are mothers. Some are

laid off from the auto factories. Some,

who are still working, know they too
are a step away from the unemploy-
ment lines, welfare lines, cheese lines
or temporary shelter.

They are all strongly determined to
be heard. According to the 1980 cen-
sus, women comprise nearly half the
labor force. Fifty-one percent are
working mothers. Many, both young
and seniors, are single heads of
household. Over half of Michigan’s
households headed by single women
barely exist on incomes below the pov-

Joyce Crutchfield

homeless alot quicker than 1 could get
welfare right now.”

‘Outcry will have to be heard?”

Tent City is expected to draw many
who have been in -Crutchfield’s pre-
dicament. ‘I talked to one shelter on
Detroit’s east side yesterday,” she
said. “They have 32 kids and their
parents in one 16-bed unit. They’ll be
in Lansing!”

The Job Is a Right and Tent City ac-
tivist said she expects the protest to
have an impact. “It will make Blan-
chard and the legislature and even
Reagan and the national government
realize we are not invisible people,”
she stressed. “Just being able to set
Tent City up since we've been denied
will be an accomplishment. The most
important thing is that the outcry of
the people will have to be heard.”

Women nationwide are playing a key role in th
conditions and workers’ rights.

erty level. Even in 1980, more of these
families were falling below the pov-
erty level — at a rate faster than the
national average.

These statistics of course do not ad-
equately reflect the wave of Chrysler
plant closings and the massive GM
shutdowns. Nor do these statistics
show the grim reality of Michigan’s
major cities, whose majority popu-
lation is Black and have double digit
unemployment.

Economic gains, made when women
re-entered industrial jobs during the
1970s, have largely been wiped out in
Michigan by the big business drive to
institute high technology at the ex-
pense of the workers. New low-paid,
high-tech jobs, old low-paid service
and clerical jobs, high unemploy-
ment and poverty have been the price
charged to the working class, dispro-
portionately on women and Black,
Latin, Asian and Arab workers.

But the real cost is even higher and
far reaching. Some Detroit neighbor-
hoods have Black infant death rates
consistently higher than poor Central
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Lansing Tent Gity: A rights’ struggle for the '80s

By Debra Field
Detroit

This year marks the 20th anniver-
sary of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
historic Resurrection City in Wash-
ington D.C. Yet today, despite increas-
ing poverty and unemployment na-
tionwide, social programs continue to
be slashed and government callous-
ness toward the workers and poor is
the rule.

The bold effort of the Coordinating
Council for the Stay in Lansing to
launch a Tent City in Michigan’s Cap-
itol starting June 7 has national sig-
nificance. The Council has brought
together laid off workers from UAW
locals in Flint, Saginaw, and Detroit
with homeless organizations, welfare
rights groups, civil rights leaders and
peace and social justice activists.
This attempt to “Stay in Lansing” to
win emergency economic relief sig-
nals a new era of fightback.

Despite the efforts of the national
media to cover up its significance, the
Jesse Jackson movement has shown
the potential for united struggle. Just
recently Jackson captured 38% of the
votein Oregon, a state with a 2% Black

population. Across the U.S., a new co- -

alition is emerging, uniting Black,
Latin, Native, Arab, Asian and many
white workers as well.

The so-called “American dream”
has turned into a nightmare of layoffs,

e struggle for decent living

PHOTO MARTA GALLEGOS

low wage jobs, no medical care and
homelessness as a result of corporate
greed and the “high tech revolution.”

Nowhere is this more evident than
in Michigan. Industrial jobs, with
their union wages and benefits, are be-
ing wiped out by the tens of thou-
sands. Some 50,000 auto jobs will be
eliminated in Detroit, Flint and Pon-
tiac by 1990, resulting in a net loss of
200,000 auto-related jobs in those cit-
ies. GM has announced plans for a
whole new round of cutbacks, elimi-
nating another 100,000 jobs nation-
wide.

A depression already exists in De-
troit, Flint, Benton Harbor, Pontiac
and Saginaw with official unemploy-
ment rates of 15 to 24%. Despite many
demonstrations and protests, the state
government has yet to pass one bill to
benefit the laid-off workers.

Fewer workers receive unemploy-
ment benefits than at any time in
Michigan’s history. Welfare benefits
have been reduced 50% in the last ten
years, and 20,000 are homeless in De-
troit alone.

Despite these appalling statistics,
Governor Blanchard has the audacity
to travel the country proclaiming
Michigan as the “comeback state.” To
the politicians who represent only big
business, the unemployed are a nui-
sance to be ignored while they are pro-
claiming and extolling the “new and
better climate for business.”

Members of the Coordinating Coun-
cil for the Stay in Lansing point to the
outcome of a rally held one month ago
by 6,000 seniors at the Capitol as one
example why Tent City must be set up
in Lansing and why the
lobby” must remain.

Governor Blanchard and the legis-
lature had promised at the time of the
rally to pass a bill for a prescription
drug program. Last week, with the
seniors back home and out of the way,
however, Blanchard vetoed the bill,
claiming a “lack of funds.” This is in
the state where GM and Ford pay vir-
tually no taxes at all.

Starting June 7, the workers and
poor will be sending a message to the
Governor and legislature. They will no
longer be invisible, uncounted, and
unheard. They intend to stay in Lans-
ing until their demands are met.

Jobs or a decent income now is the
goal. A moratorium on plant closings
and layoffs, extended unemployment

 role in Tent Gity struggle

American countries. Young women see

no future but early motherhood. The

school system in working class, inner

city and rural areas is so dete-

riorated that students have no books
while rich areas have lavishly sup-
plied schools paid for through unequal
educational funding.

Women hold lowest paying jobs

Women, youth, and increasingly
seniors, hold many of the lowest paid
jobs. The pre-tax weekly pay at the
$3.35 minimum wage totals $134. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau of the Cen-
sus 1984-85, childcare costs generally
run from $20 to $60 a week per child
depending on whether the arrange-
ment is in a center, in home with
non-relatives or with a relative.
Clearly, this is unaffordable for mini-
mum wage workers.

Raising the minimum wage, ex-
panding employment, establishing
affordable, quality, conveniently lo-
cated childcare and providing effec-
tive, affordable healthcare and medi-
cine for all would be major steps to-

ward helping women to raise their
children.

But women also must have the right
to decide when and how many chil-
dren they want to have. Access to legal
abortions as well as safe, effective
birth control methods, is essential.

The right to choose an abortion is
under attack in Michigan, focused on
prohibiting state Medicaid funding
for this medical procedure. Denied this
legal medical treatment, many poor
women may be forced to turn to per-
manent sterilization, a fully Medi-
caid-covered procedure. This impor-
tant struggle to continue Medicaid
funding for abortion will be decided in
the November Michigan election bal-
lot.

With a majority of the work force
now women, Black, Latin, and other
nationally oppressed people, and
white workers whose living standard
has been rolled back by the bosses,
unity is more possible than ever. With
so much to gain, women will be in the
front lines. That’s why women are go-
ing to Lansing June 7!

“people’s’

benefits, increased welfare payments,
a raise in the minimum wage — these

arejust a few of theissues being raised.

Every benefit ever won for poor and
working people was a product of the
struggle. It was the marches, rallies,
strikes and demonstrations in the
1930’s that won social security and un-
ion recognition.

Mlchsgan _Th_erefore the June 7_

people’s lobby will demand that the
governor and state legislature exer-
cise their constitutional authority
to guarantee jobs, health care and
" a decent income for all. Michigan’s
workers and unemployed. -
Article IV Section 51 of the Mich-

5 _1gan consfntutwn states,

The June 7 Tent City shows that this
independent fighting spirit of the
workers and the poor is reasserting it-
self. Whatever the outcome of this par-
ticular action, thereis no question that
this re-emergence of working class
struggle is the only answer to the eco-
nomic war being waged by big busi-
ness and the government.

“The
health and general Welfare of the

rial  clared to be matters of pnmary pub. T
in hc concern ? Act 302 g’lves the gov-

px
g drafted on taxxng the corpora-
ons and rich, on guaranteeing

: ._ _health care, a.nd on prowdni‘g equal

tonum on all p}ant and office clos
ings ~and layoffs. Support for the
lum on preserﬂngMedxcald
‘abortions is being raised.

All working class organizations
‘are being encouraged to bring reso-
lutions to the people’s assembly.
Organizers have stressed that
maintaining the Tent City as a fo-
cusfor struggle will be the essential
ingredient in winning any progres-
sive legislation.

|
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By Sam Marcy

On March 13, the newspaper So-
vetskaya Rossia carried a long letter
which has since been characterized by
the proponents of the Soviet reforms
as a platform of the conservative op-
position to restructuring.

The letter is written in the first per-
son by Nina Andreyeva, a teacher at
the Leningrad Soviet Technological
Institute, and purports to give merely
her personal views regarding the cur-
rent political situation in the country.
It touches on a variety of subjects —
patriotism, pacifism, peaceful coexist-
ence, the class struggle and other re-
lated matters.

However, it is basically a defense of
Stalin and his historical role in the
USSR. It is also basically opposed to
the democratization process now well
underway.

If that were all there was to it, it
would scarcely make waves in the
USSR in the struggle over the reforms.
But it also raises some basic political
questions regarding the perspective of
socialism which have to be answered
independently of the author’s promo-
tion and defense of Stalin.

Pravda’s reply to Andreyeva letter

The article created such a stir that
Pravda felt obligated on April 5 to
present a full-page refutation of the al-
legations made by Andreyeva. Prav-
da’s reply is a well-known recapitula-
tion of the crimes of Stalin in the diffi-
cult period of his rule and of the terror
that was employed which resulted in
the deaths of many hundreds of thou-
sands, if not millions, including most
of the political opposition within the
Party. .

However, the reply in Pravda does
not deal with the other questions that
the Andreyeva article raises.

But first, here is how Andreyeva de-
fends Stalin:

“Take the question of the place of J.
V. Stalin in our country’s history. It is
with his name that the entire obses-
sion with critical attacks is associ-
ated, an obsession that, in my opinion,
has to do not so much with the histori-
cal personality itself as with the whole
extremely complex transitional era —
an era linked with the unparalleled
exploits of an entire generation of So-
viet people who today are gradually
retiring from active labor, political
and public activity. Industrialization,
collectivization and the cultural revo-
lution, which brought our country into
the ranks of the great world powers,
are being forcibly squeezed into the
‘personality cult’ formula. All these
things are being questioned. Things
have reached a point at which insist-
ent demands for ‘repentance’ are be-
ing made on ‘Stalinists’ (and one can
assign to their number whoever one
wishes). Praise is being lavished on
novels and films that lynch the era of
tempestuous changes, which is pre-
sented as a ‘tragedy of peoples.” ”

Role of Stalin

It is sufficiently clear that.the
writer, if she is not for the revival of
Stalinism, is certainly for the restora-
tion of his historical role and is also
against the entire process of democra-
tization. Her position with respect to
Stalin is considerably weakened by
her own affirmatien of Khrushchev’s
report to the 20th Congress in 1956,
which virtually demolished the role of
Stalin and exposed his criminal rolein
the successive purges of the Party.

It is also weakened by her present
affirmation of the decision of the 27th
Congress and Gorbachev’s report,

which is a continuation of Khrush-
chev’s assault on and exposure of Sta-
lin’s role. Again, if that was all there
was to the conservative opposition, it
would not in our opinion be of any sig-
nificance politically in the current de-
bate over restructuring.

It is now 32 years since the 20th
Congress. Several generations have
grown up since then. Each succeeding
congress, if it didn’t specifically con-
firm the results and findings on the
Stalin era of repression, certainly did
nothing to disturb them. In fact, there
continue to this day to be investiga-
tions by the Soviet judiciary of the
purges, followed by the rehabilitation
of important figures who had been
imprisoned, exiled or shot.

For example, on Feb. 26, 1988, there
were more findingson the commission
of illegal acts during the purges. The
Supreme Court and the CPSU Central
Committee rehabilitated and ab-
solved the well-known military lead-
ers M. N. Tukhachevsky, A. L. Kork, 1.
E. Yakir, I. P. Uborevich, V. K. Putna,
R.P.Eideman, V.M. Primakov and B.
M. Feldman.

Of course, the most prominent vic-
tim of the purges, the Old Bolshevik
Nikolai Bukharin, had been rehabili-
tated earlier.

The concept of the class struggle

The substance of the matter raised
by the Andreyeva letter, however, is
not directly related to Stalin’s role.

“Recently,” writes Andreyeva, “one
of my students startled me with the
revelation that the class struggle is
supposedly an obsolete concept, as is
the leading role of the proletariat. It
would be all right if she were the only
one maintaining such a thing.” But
such is not the case, says the author.

Without in any way addressing the
issue of the leading role of the proletar-
iat or what is meant by the obsoles-
cence of the class struggle, Andreyeva
raises the question to a theoretical po-
sition, while at the same time pointing
an accusatory finger at the propo-
nents of reform. Pravda’s reply
doesn’t address itself to this question,
nor does Andreyeva elaborate on the
subject. It is well known, however,
that in the USSR, as in other areas of
the world and particularly in the im-
perialist countries, this question is
frequently discussed.

Andreyeva doesn’t say or even inti-
mate whether the class struggle has

any application in the USSR, or'

whether the leading role of the prole-
tariat is a concept still held in Soviet
political theory. It is now and again
perfunctorily mentioned, but since
under the Stalin regime classes were
supposedly abolished, and the state it-
self under Khrushchev became a state
of “the whole people,” doesn’t that in
itself undermine the concept of the
proletariat having the leading role?

Changes in Soviet Constitution

It is interesting to see the evolution
of this concept. The first Constitution
of the USSR, promulgated in 1918,
stated in Article 1 that “Russia is
hereby proclaimed a Republic of work-
ers, soldiers, and peasant deputies. All
power centrally and locally is vested
in these Soviets.”

Article 3 stated that the “fundamen-
tal aim is to abolish all exploitation of
man by man and to completely elimi-
nate the division of society into clas-
ses, to mercilessly crush the resistance
of the exploiters, to establish a social-
ist order of society and to achieve the
victory of socialism in all countries.”

The 1936 Constitution under Stalin
modified this and pointedly elimi-

The conservative opposition

nated the “victory of socialism in all
countries.”

The current Constitution of the
USSR as amended in 1977 states (Ar-
ticle 1): “The Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics is a socialist state of the
whole people, expressing the will and
interests of the workers, peasants and
intelligentsia, the working people of
all the nations and nationalities of the
country.”

Constitutions are merely legal doc-
uments. To compare them as evidence
of social changes is absolutely wrong
from a Marxist point of view, and is to
take an altogether unhistorical and
anti-dialectical view of social devel-
opment. Nevertheless, the alterations
are worthy of note, not as a reflection
of social processes but of certain polit-
ical developments which have made
their mark on the succeeding constitu-
tions of the USSR.

Role of working class in
‘state of the whole people’

The 1977 Constitution is notewor-
thy for the phrase “a socialist state of
the whole people.” This is not merely a
semantic change, since it for the first
time mentions the intelligentsia along
with the workers and peasants.

The language of the Constitution
has been increasingly moderated.
First the internationalist role was left
out, then the intelligentsia were
added.

During the early period of the Revo-
lution, the proletariat was not even a
majority of the people. From a formal
point of view, it was a minority. But as
the key to socialist development and
the agent for the overthrow of the ex-
ploiting classes, the proletariat was
the most significant class sociologi-
cally.

The truth of the matter is that at
that time the intelligentsia were nu-
merically pretty formidable in rela-
tion to the proletariat. The proletariat
had to rely almost wholly on the intel-
ligentsia to administer the state.

Today, the proletariat is an over-
whelming majority in the USSR and
the intelligentsia’s role as a social
stratum should not be that signifi-
cant. Moreover, a great number of the
intelligentsia now are drawn from the
ranks of the proletariat. So there’s no
real basis for making the intelligent-
sia a social pillar of the socialist state.

Attack on the intelligentsia

Without in so many words saying
all this, the writer Andreyeva furtively
attacks the intelligentsia, since it is
the carrier of democratization. And
Pravda, in its reply, devotes several
paragraphs to the accomplishments
of “our intelligentsia” which has
“done a good deal to prepare public
consciousness for understanding the
need for deep and fundamental
change. It itself has become actively
involved in restructuring. It is arming
itself with the best traditions created
by its predecessors, appealing to con-
science, morality and decency and
upholding humanistic principles and
socialist norms of life.”

“A great many words,’’ says
Pravda, “have been said and written
about the intelligentsia’s unity with
the working class and the collective
farm peasantry. What new light has
been shed on these truths now at this
time of nationwide support for restruc-
turing on the part of the broad masses
of working people?”

Why all this sudden praise for the
intelligentsia? Because the conserva-
tives intimate that it is undermining

— Native people

Continued from page 1
corrupt agency set up by the U.S. gov-
ernment, much like the puppet regimes
the U.S. maintains around the world.
As far as citizenship goes, the origi-
nal inhabitants of this land were only
granted U.S. citizenshipin 1924 —and
that was an attempt to negate their
status as sovereign nations.

AIM leader charges
‘racist frontier mentality’

Reagan admitted some mistakes
weremade along the way. Was he apolo-
gizing for the massacres, for the bro-
ken treaties, for the theft of Native chil-
dren? No, his words were, “Maybe we
should not have humored them in that
— wanting to stay in that kind of primi-
tive lifestyle.”

The “primitive lifestyle” to which he
referred was one in which everyone
worked communally to provide food
and shelter for all. In Native societies,
women and gay people were accorded
respect, as were children and elders.
Police brutality, prisons, wars for prof-
it, racism and poverty, the desecration
of Mother Earth — these have been the
gifts of capitalist “civilization.”

Commenting on Reagan’s remarks,
Bill Means, national director of the
American Indian Movement (AIM),
told Workers World, “He didn’t have to
humor us when the U.S. killed over 10
million Indian people, when the U.S.
gave us smallpox-infected blankets to
kill us off. He doesn’t have to humor us
because we have the lowest per-capita
incomein the U.S. and have 80% unem-
ployment on our reservations.”

Means added, “We feel this comment
not only exposed his racist frontier

mentality in regards to Indian people,
but it also underscores a Hollywood
stereotype image as to our history.”

Indian Rockefellers?

At the same press conference, Rea-
gan managed in a few short sentences
to completely obscure the economic
devastation which Native people face
daily.

“You’d be surprised,” Reagan said.
“Some of them [Native people] became
very wealthy because some of those
reservations were overlaying great
pools of oil. And you can get very rich
pumping oil. And so, I don’t know
what their complaint might be.”

Think of wealthy oil barons. Do the
names Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull
come to mind, or Rockefeller and Getty?

Bill Means noted, “The U.S. govern-
ment has been a co-conspirator along
with corporations in robbing Indian
people of billions of dollars in terms of
natural resources. U.S. multinational
corporations have siphoned off 75-80%
of profits made from exploitation of oil
and natural gas on Indian lands.”

It’s ironic that Reagan once played
the role of General Custerin a grade-B
movie. More than 100 years ago Custer,
who made a military career out of the
massacre of Indians, rode into the
Black Hills as a hit man for those who
sought profit from gold. Custer was
defeated at the battle of Greasy Grass
(Custer’s Last Stand) by Native na-
tions who banded together.

Today, a banding together of all op-
pressed and exploited peoples will en-
sure the final defeat of the profit sys-
tem that Custer and Reagan both
represent.
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the leading role of the proletariat in
' the Soviet economy with its restructur-
ing plans.

Hence, the allegation about the ob-
solescence of the class struggle. But
the Andreyeva article doesn’t say
whether the class struggle refers to ex-
isting relations in the USSR or the
class struggle outside the USSR.

Revolutionary role for proletariat?

The role of the proletariat, espe-
cially in the Western capltahst coun-
tries, has again and again been sub-
jected to reevaluations.

Fof example, a number of signifi-
cant defeats, such as in Germany in
1933, Spain in 1936-39 and Portugal in
1975, have been interpreted as evi-
, dence that the proletariat is no longer

capable of taking power.

Others bring up that the opportu-
nity for overturning the capitalist sys-
tem in Europe existed immediately af-
ter the Second World War, when the
workers’ parties were armed in both
France and Italy, but that they sur-
rendered their arms and contented
themselves with being an opposition
in bourgeois democratic regimes.

However, the CPSU itself, under the
leadership of Stalin, was the principal
supporter and promoter of a peaceful
transition from war to peace in West-
ern Europe on the basis of the exis-
tence of democratic regimes. This was
preceded by the dissolution of the Co-
mintern, which was a signal for the
abandonment of the revolutionary
struggle and a continuation of the so-
called collective security arrange-
ment, which under Stalin was a cardi-
nal precept of peaceful relations be-

. tween the USSR and the “democratic”
imperialist countries.

High-tech revolution in USSR

The term obsolescence of the class
struggle also has reference to the
changed role of the proletariat as a re-
sult of the recent wave of industrial ra-
tionalizations. The scientific and
technological revolution has under-
mined the more privileged strata, the

By Sam Marcy

Does high tech hold promise
of future prosperity and ease,
or does it confront working

{ people with mass layoffs and
lowered wages?

The answer depends on who
controls production, says Sam
Marcy in High Tech Low Pay.
This book give many contem-
porary examples of how the

scientific-technological revolu-
tion in the U.S. is accelerating
a shift to lower-paying jobs
and to more women and
Third World workers.

Here is Marxism used as a
living tool to analyze current
trends and defend the inter-
ests of the working class.
$5.95 (add 75¢ postage)
Order from: ‘
World View Forum
46 West 21 Street

] New York, N.Y. 10010

more highly skilled, in the heavy in-
dustries of the capitalist countries,
and brought about the phenomenon of
low wages (see ad for High Tech, Low
Pay).

This phenomenon is a constant
source of discussion in the Soviet Un-
ion. The restructuring, or perestroika,
aims above all at modernizing indus-
try, heavy industry in particular, so as
to shift the scientific-technological
revolution into high gear.- But does
that necessarily negate the role of the
proletariat as such? And does it mean
that the social significance of the
working class is thereby superseded
by the technocrats and the intelligent-
sia?

Of course, from the viewpoint of
communism, of the abolition of all so-
cial stratification and inequality, of
making all administrators merely
employees of the workers’ state whose
wages are equivalent to what an ordi-
nary worker gets (as Marx putitin his
Critique of the Gotha Program and
Lenin elaborated in State and Revolu-
tion) — from that point of view the sci-
entific-technological revolution is a
tremendous boon. The increase of
skilled workers, of a more educated
working class, dispenses with the need
for abourgeois intelligentsia, let alone
a monstrous bureaucracy, and is in
fact an indispensable element to fur-
ther the development of the productive
forces.

This is just the opposite of what the
working class in the capitalist coun-
tries is subjected to because of the
scientific-technological revolution.
There the character of capitalist ac-
cumulation, the chase for superprof-
its, ultimately leads to the lowering of
the standard of living.

However, instead of posing cor-
rectly the question of the role of the
proletariat in the epoch of the scien-
tific-technological revolution, and
drawing a sharp line between its con-
sequences in the capitalist countries
vs. what the beneficial effects ought to
be in a socialist country, the writer
merely raises suspicions about therole
of the intelligentsia as bourgeois and
intimates that the bureaucracy is re-
sponsible for liquidating the leading
role of the proletariat in favor of bour-
geois strata, in particular the literary
elements who are now subjecting the
Stalin era to review in history, novels,
the theater and the cinema.

Gorbachev and Reagan:
different class camps?

Further developmg her thesis, An
dreyeva gives an example of a “re-
spected” but unnamed academician
who asserted that “the present rela-
tions between states of the two differ-
ent social and economic systems are
devoid of class content.” The same
academician, she says, had earlier
“written the exact opposite — that
peaceful coexistence is nothing other
than a form of class struggle in the in-
ternational arena. It turns out that the
philosopher has now repudiated that
notion.”

Here again the Pravda article does
not bother to answer this or refer to it
in any way. It is content to go on with
its demolition of Stalin, his purges,
and so on, which in and of itself is of
course correct. But it is also necessary
to address these questions.

At this writing, when President
Reagan is in Moscow attending a
summit meeting ‘with General Secre-
tary Gorbachev on the occasion of the
signing of the INF Treaty, the cere-
mony, pomp and atmosphere of con-
viviality do lend themselves to the il-

- lusion that “the present relations be-

tween [the two states] are devoid of

The conservatives are against the
process of democratization. While
making left criticisms of the reforms,
they have no economic program.
They leave unanswered the question
of improving the living standards of
the workers and their families, like
these future chemical engineers at
Samarkand University.

class content.” But that’s the most
dangerous of dangerous delusions.

A scarce two days before President
Reagan left for his trip to Moscow
along with a tremendous entourage of
specialists on all sorts of problems,
ranging from arms control to the envi-
ronment, the U.S. Congress dutifully
passed a Pentagon budget of $300 bil-
lion. Huge chunks of it are targeted on
the further refinement and develop-
ment of nuclear weapons. And rightin
Moscow, Reagan reaffirmed his desire
to go on with the Strategic Defense
Initiative (Star Wars).

As if that were not enough, the Pen-
tagon then announced a project for a
three-stage rocket to launch weapons
into outer space.

The question of peaceful coexistence

Of course, the issue of peaceful coex-
istence has been a subject of contro-
versy over decades. It was not intro-
duced by the Gorbachev administra-
tion, but dates back to the Stalin pe-
riod itself, which first raised the idea
of collective security, of uniting the
imperialist democracies against the
Axis powers and of making peaceful
coexistence a cardinal programmatic
point, not just of Soviet diplomacy
but of the program of the Communist
Parties internationally as an instru-
ment to combat fascism.

However, the imperialist democra-
cies were in no way attached to the

" concept when in 1938 they agreed to

the Munich Pact with Hitler and gave
him the green light to attack the
USSR.

Khrushchev raised it anew in the
early sixties, with such vigor and con-
fidence as to almost make it a dogma.
Fortunately, the Cuban Revolution
upset this and showed to what lengths
imperialism would go. This once
again confirmed the hostile, antago-
nistic character of imperialism not
only to the existing socialist states but
to the peoples oppressed by imperial-
ism and capitalism.

Once again, Andreyeva merely
raises the question but does not actu-
ally come out for or against peaceful
coexistence, or describe what its limi-
tations are and how it has differed in
each historical period since the Octo-
ber Revolution.

Lenin too favored peace with the

imperialists. At the same time he was
the initiator of the Communist Inter-
national whose program was that of
world revolution.

“Which class or stratum oﬁsoaety is
the guiding and mobilizing force of re-
structuring?’” asks Andreyeva. By
posing it this way, which class or stra-
tum of society is guiding it, the author
by implication identifies the present
regime as representing a stratum of
society rather than a class, the work-
ing class. Just merely putting it ‘this
way supplies the answer, that the
Gorbachev regime represents a social
stratum, to wit, the bourgeois intelli-
gentsia, and not the proletariat.

Otherwise, the author would not di-
vide the current debate into two ideo-
logical currents, both of them in favor
of restructuring but who “agree on ex-
terminating socialist values.” One
current she calls “left-liberal dilettant-
ish socialism” that is an “exponent of
humanism.” The other is “against
proletarian collectivism” and adheres
to “God-seeking tendencies, techno-
cratic idols, the preaching of the ‘dem-
ocratic’ charms of present-day capital-
ism and fawning over its achieve-
ments, real and imagini

In a sense, therefore, the conserva-
tives, that is, the pro-Stalin elements,
have taken the position of leftist crit-
ics of the Gorbachev regime. While
most of their fire is directed against
the bourgeois critics, itis hard to know
where their arrows are really aimed —
at the Gorbachev leadership or at the
neobourgeois critics — since both of
them, according to the author, are try-
ing-to-destroy “socialist values.”

Conservatives avoid discussing
economic content of reforms

This leftist criticism of the political
struggle in the USSR might have
value in and of itself were it not solely
devoted to criticizing some of the
bourgeois political manifestations of
the reforms. However, when it comes
to the content of the economic reforms,
the conservative attack falls down
completely. It does not even mention
them.

In fact, it does not direct itself to the
existing economic situation or the
problems of the working class in the
face of the restructuring tasks. It is to-
tally devoid of any content with re-
spect to the living condition of ‘the
workers.

As the Pravda article states, “We
have made real efforts to start solving
the most paramount and urgent prob-
lems — housing, food and provision of
goods and services for the popula-
tion.” These are the issues! But the
conservative manifesto, as Andreye
va’s article is called, is devoid of any-
thing like that.

Pravda, in its reply, says that
“Some people maintain ‘we’re head-
ing in the direction of petty-bourgeois
socialism based on commodlty-money
relations.” ”

That is a central question.

Are the reforms heading in the di-
rection of a revival of commod-
ity-money relations of the type that ex-
isted during the NEP period, which is
what the bourgeois opposition as ex-
pressed by economist Shmelyov (see
last week’s article) is clamoring for? It
is precisely this issue that the conser-
vatives don’t address, and hence their
thesis could be dismissed as nothing-.
but an apologia for the Stalin regime.

It remains to be seen whether the
conservative opposition, if it really ex-
ists as a significant force, can make it-.
self felt at the forthcoming Party con-
ference.

(Part of a series.)
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Senator Moneybags

Members of the U.S. Senate like to boast that
they belong to “the most exclusive club in the
world.” -

" Their body is 98% male. There are no Black
senators. And the members are almost all very
rich.

All the big dynasties are represented, di-
rectly or indirectly: Senator John Danforth
from the Ralston-Purina family, Senator
Heinz from the ketchup monopoly, Senator
John Warner representing the Mellon family’s
oil, banking and aluminum interests, Senator .
Lowell Weicker of the Squibb pharmaceutical
fortune, Senator Lloyd Bentsen from the big-
gestland-owning family in the Rio Grande val-
ley, Senator John D. Rockefeller 4th of the oil
and banking family, Senator Edward Ken-
nedy with his vast real-estate holdings, Sena-
tor Rudy Boschwitz, the lumber king.

The big-business press admits that at least
36 of the 100 senators are millionaires. Many
believe the actual number is higher.

Most people in this country are not million-
aires and multimillionaires. Whey then should
the most powerful legislative body in Wash-
ington be packed with these types? Aren’t they
the ones, Republicans and Democrats alike,
who pushed through all the budget cuts for so-
cial programs needed by working people and

the poor, while giving away the store to the
Pentagon? But the millionaires in the Senate
don’t have to worry about paying for health-
care.

And aren’t they the same leg1s1ators who cut
taxes for the rich by 50%, while millions of peo-
ple roam the streets homeless and more mil-
lions lose their jobs to high-tech layoffs?

The U.S. Senate is a body of millionaires rul-
ing in the interest of millionaires and billion-
aires. Itis, in fact, a sort of House of Lords, per-
fectly expressing the fraudulent character of a
so-called “democratic system,” which in real-
ity operates on behalf of an economic oli-
garchy.

The Times shows its
hatred for Africa

There is no depth to which U.S. imperialism
will not sink to slander the socialist countries.
A recent editorial in the New York Times (May
26) is an expression of such arrogance.

Entitled “Banquets can feed Ethiopians,”’
the editorial attacks the Mengistu government
for hosting the annual meeting of the Organi-
zation of African Unity (OAU), where, they
say, there will be “banquets and gala recep-
tions” at a time when there is terrible faminein
parts of the country.

The fact that there is terrible poverty, home-
lessness and hunger amidst the most obscene
display of wealth and privilege in New York
City doesn’t seem to faze the editorial writ-
ers at the Times. They would rather attack so-

cialist Ethiopia even though that country con-
tinues to do everything possible despite its lim-
ited resources to bring relief to the victims of
drought and famine. In fact it has been the
U.S., the CIA and the reactionary counter-in-
surgency in the Tigre and Eritrean provinces
which have thwarted every effort to bring re-
lief to those who need it and who have tried to
use food aid as a military weapon against the
socialist government.

What the imperialists are doing is not only
attacking Ethiopia, they are showing their ra-
cist hostility to the OAU as well. The OAU is a
body of 31 African countries established in
1963 in the midst of great revolutionary
upheavals on the African continent against
centuries-old European colonialism. Such a
body would not have been conceivable 50 years
ago during the epoch of capitalist expansion.
The OAU conference of developing countries
has excluded the racist apartheid regime of
South Africa and is generally anti-imperialist
in character, to the dismay of the imperialist
powers. For example, this current session of
the OAU passed a resolution supporting the

_Angolan government and denouncing the

counterrevolutionary UNITA forces as pup-
pets of South Africa. This is the kind of resolu-
tion that U.S.imperialism does not want to see
passed.

The fact that the OAU meeting is taking
place in Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia
and the site of the organization’s founding,
further irks the imperialists and shows that
despite the enormous problems it faces, the
Ethiopian Revolution is strong and an
anti-imperialist beacon on the African conti-
nent.

U.S. opens covert war

on Angola through Zaire
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By Monica Moorehead

May 30 — The revolutionary leader-
ship of the People’s Republic of An-
gola (PRA) has revealed startling evi-
dence that U.S. imperialism has set up
neighboring Zaire as a major train-
ing ground for the counter-revolution-
ary forces of UNITA.

The Union for the Total Indepen-
dence of Angola (UNITA) is an
anti-communist renegade group, led
by Jonas Savimbi, that has been con-

ducting an all-out terrorist civil war-

against the PRA in the interests of

their masters, South Africa and the

Reaganites.

Angolan military spokespersons
have stated that in order for these
mercenaries to establish a second
front (in addition to the one in south-
ern Angola) the Zairean government
had to make an agreement with its
Washington backers to allow UNITA
access to six military bases in the
southern part of that country.

One Angolan commander charged

that U.S. troops deliberately left be-
hind arms and equipment for UNITA
following U.S.-Zairean joint maneu-
vers known as Flintlock 88 carried
out by the U.S. European command on
May 12.

The U.S. and South Africahope that
Zaire will be transformed into “UN-
ITA’s'American front” to help bolster
their contra forces. The U.S. govern-
ment has utilized Honduras in a simi-
lar way by providing the major base
set up there for the contras to harass
and terrorize the Nicaraguan revolu-
tion. -

.~ Thislatest revelation comes at a time
when talks have been underway to
bring about a peace settlement in
southern Africa. Official representa-
tives from the PRA, Cuba, the Soviet
Union, the U.S. and South Africa are
scheduled to resume negotiations to
plan simultaneous withdrawals of

" Cuban troops from Angola and for
;'/5

apartheid occupying forces to leave
Namibia.

These withdrawals would suppos-
edly lead to the independence of
Namibia,; a mineral-rich country ille-

gally dominated since the end of “
World War I by heinous apartheid pol-
icies of super-exploitation and racist ::

oppression. UNITA along with the
South African Defense Forces have

been attempting to crush SWAPO, the ; .

heroic guerilla movement in Namibia,
which maintains a strategic operating
base inside Angola.

The Zairean government, headed by
the brutal dictator, Mobutu Sese Seko,
has been one of the staunchest pro-
U.S. puppets since the 1960s following
the decimation of the revolutionary
people’s movement led by Patrice Lu-
mumba in what was then the Belgian
Congo. Lumumba and other Congo-

lese revolutionaries were murdered :
during a CIA-orchestrated coup in

1961.

be successful or not remains to be seen.
What is clear is that the role Zaire is
playing in providing sanctuary for the

ruthless, discredited UNITA puppets
could very well lay the basis for a wid- 3
ening of a war that is between the re- :

pressive, fascist apartheid regime, its
U.S. imperialist allies and lackeys on
one side and the anti-apartheid revo-
lutionary government of Angola and

its allies, i.e., SWAPO and ANC, on

the other side.

South Africa: Dynamics of a
revolutionary struggle

This pocket-sized booklet explores the struggle

in South Africa and the role of U.S. collusion,
Also, the revolutionary role played by the South
African working class. 75¢

World View Forum, 46 W. 21 St, NY NY 10010
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People’s power emerges in occupied West Bank, Gaza

Palestinian ‘self-sufficiency’ a revolutionary development

By Joyce Chediac

A historic development is taking
place in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank and Gaza strip as the uprising
there reaches its seventh month: the
emergence of dual power.

Unarmed, on sheer force of will, the
Palestinian people are locked in a

struggle with Israel to transfer gov-.

erning power to the people. Their ulti-
mate goal is to assert full Palestinian
sovereignty in the occupied territories.
The catchword among Palestinians is
“self-sufficiency.”

Workers form the backbone of this
revolutionary development. Women
are in a key role as activists and also
have assumed new leadership posi-
tions in popular committees. The en-
tire population is politicized and in-
volved. The new governing institu-
tions that they are building are based
not on coercion, but on the voluntary
will of the people.

This phase of the uprising is also a
study in the reciprocal relationship
between the revolutionary leadership
and the masses whom they lead. The
uprising is directed by the under-
ground National Unified Leadership
comprised of the major groups in the
Palestine Liberation Organization
and the Islamic Jihad in Gaza.
Through a series of mass leaflets, these
leaders provide political clarity and
provide guidelines for strategy and
tactics.
it,” explains Rana Nashashibi, a Pal-
estinian activist from the West Bank
who was recently on a speaking tour
in the U.S. “People have begun to real-
ize they can do it themselves. They
have gotten a measure of their own
strength through the uprising, and, in

tutn, they are finding the- org'amza- ;

tional means to sustain the uprising.’

The basis of these alternative insti-
tutions is the popular committees.
There are now 45,000 of them in the oc-
cupied territories, according to Dr.
Mahdi Abdul Hadi, a Palestinian re-
searcher.

These committees do everything
from defending villages against set-
tler attack to organizing clinics to dis-
tributing food to strikers. When Israel
closed the school system, the commit-
tees developed a vast network of un-
derground schools. Popular commit-
tees are now running Nablus, the
largest city on the West Bank.

According to the March issue of
Democratic Palestine, a publication of
the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, these popular committees

“provide the infrastructure for the
population’s sustenance, while serv-
ing as a popular alternative authority
to the occupation authority.”

The following are some of the forms
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that this alternative authority has
taken:

Providing basic necessities for
strikers. The many general strikes
have formed the core of the uprising.
Democratic Palestine estimates that
“the strike cost the Israeli economy $2
billion in the initial period.” Some
workers are on strike to this day. More
often, as a matter of survival, family
members rotate going to work in Is-
rael. Popular committees have
stepped in to provide a support net-
work to meet the needs of strikers
when there are no salaries coming in.

Sada Alwatan (Feb.20-26 issue), a
Detroit Arab community newspaper,
describes “a very sophisticated state
of organization devised to ascertain
the needs of the community to include
all the camps, towns, neighborhoods.
They are literally taking census of in-
dividual household needs.”

Due to the work of the popular com-
mittees, rents of striking workers and
merchants have been “forgiven” by
many Palestinian landlords. And Hus-
sein Khalil, a Palestinian worker from
the Kalandia refugee camp near the
West Bank city of Ramallah, explains,
“During the last ceasefire each day I
would find at my door a bag contain-
ing powdered milk for the baby, sar-
dines, chunks of meat, sugar and tea. I
am sure that the local people’s com-
mittee was behind this aid.” (e Monde
Diplomatique, April 1.)

The committees are also stocking
canned goods and cultivating yard lot
vegetable gardens in preparation for

_emergencies.

Defending the population from
soldiers and settlers. Many Pales-
tinian police have resigned from Is-

raeli-appointed town governments,

and the popular committees have es-
tablished their own police.

LI

All Iayers of the population are

politicized. WW PHOTO: G. DUNKEL
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The youth seen on TV throwing
stones at Israeli soldiers are part of a
“striking force” organized in every vil-
lage, camp and town neighborhood.
“Round the clock people prepare road-
blocks, guard their areas and collect
stones,” says Democratic Palestine.

The “guardian committees” stand
watch mostly at night at the entrances
to camps and neighborhoods and
sound the alarm at the approach of
armed Israeli settlers or soldiers,
drawing on other villages for support.

Replacing municipal govern-
ments. The uprising is moving to
purge municipal administrations of
Israeli and Jordanian influence and to
assert Palestinian sovereignty. Due to
mass pressure, the Israeli-appointed
mayor of Nablus has resigned, and
this city of 120,000 is now run by a
network of popular committees.

The people’s organizations are pres-
suring other Israeli-connected town
administrations by refusing to pay
taxes and by usurping their function
— collecting trash and performing
other municipal duties. In Bethlehem,
for example, the rents, property taxes
and business fees that supply an an-
nual $2 million operating budget have
dried up to 10-15% of normal.

“The popular committees are func-
tioning with no other appointments
from anyone but the people,” said a
participant in the uprising (Christian
Science Monitor, April 21).

Liberated zones. Some remote
villages have even declared them-
selves “liberated zones” or “autono-
mous Palestinian areas.” Many have
barricaded the entrances to their vil-
lages to make it difficult for troops to
enter. They fly the outlawed Palestin-
ian flag and conduct all pubhc func-
tions themselves.

How did this happen? According to

Nashashibi, “They have won through™

struggle the right to live in their vil-
lages free of troop presence.”

While certainly a massive troop
presence could destroy their unarmed
defense, these villages have been so
militant in their resistance to Israeli
soldiers, says Nashashibi, “that the
soldiers have decided to stay away,
that it is not worth it to go there.”

Price regulation, boycott of Is-
raeli goods. Merchant committees
organize commercial strikes, provide
for limited openings so that the popu-
lation can get food, enforce price con-
trol and strive to get Palestinian goods
sold rather than those from Israel. In
response to a call from the under-
ground leadership, merchants are lim-
iting business hours to 9 a.m. to 12
noon in order to, according to one mer-
chant, “show the Israelis that we re-
fuse them.”

All of this has been accomplished
under the most repressive of condi-
tions. More than 200 Palestinians
have been killed by Israeli soldiers,
8,000 are in jail and 1,700 more are
being held in administrative deten-

> teach the three Rs: they also teach -

Determined Palestinian woman stops
Israeli soldier from beating a youth.

tion. Hundreds of thousands of people
have been held under 24-hour curfew
for weeks on end, there have been
mass beatings and deportations. Is-
raeli terrorists even assassinated PLO
leader Abu Jihad in an attempt to stop
the uprising.

But so far, in this atmosphere of
confidence in the might of mass ac-
tion, each obstacle put in their path by
the Israeli oppressor has unleashed
the -creative energies of the Palestin-
ian people, who have striven to over-
come the restrictions.

For example, four months ago in an
attempt to quell the uprising, Tel Aviv
closed the schools, calling them
“breeding grounds for conspiracy.”
However, the uprising responded with
a vast network of underground
schools — 80 alone in Nablus — in pri-
vate homes, mosques and churches.
These underground schools not only

Palestinian history and current
events, topics forbidden in the Israel
schools.

Now, in an attempt to thwart this
underground school movement, which
has raised the political level of the
youth, the Israeli government has an-
nounced that the schools will be re-
opened.

This historic mass mobilization
brings with it a whole change in social
relations. This change can be seen
most clearly in the participation of

- large numbers of women who set up

and now lead many of the popular
committees.

According to a Palestinian woman
interviewed on National Public Radio
on May 21, the long curfews pushed
women into this new role. “When they
let people out for one hour, the Israelis
announced ‘only the women can go
out and shop,’ ” she said.“It didn’t
take long for the women to organize
and become the leaders of the street.”

Rita Giacomen, a community health
expert at Beir Zeit University, points
out that “the men are in prison or de-
ported. Women fit right in and have
filled the political vacuum.”
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Por Joyce Chediac

R

Un desarrollo histérico en la lucha
palestina est4 tomando lugar en los te-
rritorios ocupado por Israel, de Gazay
la Ribera Occidental y es el resurgi-
miento de un mando dual como resul-
tadode los levantamientos que ya lleva
siete meses.

Armados solamente de una gran vo-
luntad, el pueblo palestino esta enfras-
cado en una lucha por el poder de su tie-
rracon Israel. Su objetivo primordial es
eldeaseverar lasoberania palestinaen
los territorios ocupados. La palabra
clave entre los palestinos es “autosufi-
ciencia”.

Los trabajadores forman la columna
vertebral en este desarrollo revolucio-
narioy las mujeres juegan un papel de-
cisivo como activistas y han asumido
una posicién de liderazgo en los dife-
rentes comités de accién. Al mismo
tiempo que la poblacién en su totalidad
ha tomado conciencia y se ha involucra-
do en la lucha. Las nuevas institucio-
nes de gobiernonose forman enbasede
coercién sino por el deseo del mismo
pueblo.

Ladinamica de esta nuevafaseenla
lucha es un estudio en la relacién que
existe entre el liderazgo revolucionario
y las masas que ellos dirigen. El levan-
tamiento esta dirigido por el clandesti-
no Liderato Unificado Nacional com-
puesto por los principales grupos den-
tro de la Organizacién para la Libera-
cion de Palestina y el Jihad Islamico de
Gaza. Por.medio de una masiva difu-
sién, estos lideres han proporcionado
claridad politica y han fijado los para-
metros para la estrategia y la tactica a
seguir.

“Esel puebloel que va aforjarsu pro-
pio destino”, explico Rana Nashashibi,
un activista palestino del West Bank
quien seencontraba en una gira por Es-
tados Unidos. “El pueblo ha empezado
ha darse cuenta de que ellos mismos
pueden dirigir su propio destino. Ellos
han podido medir su fuerza en el levan-
tamiento, y por ende han formado los
instrumentos de organizacion necesa-
rios para mantenerlo”.

La base de estas instituciones de al-
ternativa son los comités populares,
existen 45.000 de estos comités en los
territorios ocupados segun el Dr. Mah-
di Adul Hadi, reconocido historiador

Conveean paro
naciongl en Eeuador

Lacrisis politica que vive Ecuadorse
ha agudizado en forma creciente y la
clase obrera en estos momentos se en-
cuentra movilizada, en demanda de
mejores salarios. Estos movimientos
huelguisticos comenzaron hace 13
dias, plegdndose a estos movimientos
todos los estratos populares de la na-
cién ecuatoriana.

Fausto Duran dirigente del frente
obrero declaré: el pais sera paralizado
en contra de la politica econémica de
Febres Cordero. Los paros huelguisti-
cos han sido reprimidos en forma vio-
lenta y dejaron un saldo de 150 deteni-
dos y cerca de una decena de heridos,
especialmente en la ciudad de Quito
donde se produjeron las méas combati-
vas manifestaciones en contra del go-
bierno.

palestino.

Estos comités hacen de todo, desde
la defensa de las aldeas hasta la orga-
nizacién de la distribucién de comida a
los huelguistas. Ellos han desarrollado
un sistena de ensenanza clandestina
cuando Israel clausura el sistema esco-
lar. Los comités populares en estos mo-
mentos estan administrando la ciudad
mas grande de la Ribera Occidental.

De acuerdo con la edicién de marzo
de la revista Palestina Democratica,
publicacién del Frente Popular para la
Liberacién de Palestina, los comités po-
pulares “proveen la infraestructura pa-
ra el sostenimiento de la poblacién, al
mismo tiempo que sirven como una al-
ternativa de poder popular al poder de
ocupacién”.

Esta histérica movilizacién de las
masas traen consigo cambios funda-
mentales en las relaciones sociales, es-
to se puede claramente notar en la par-
ticipacién de un gran nimero de muje-
res quienes han creado y ahora dirigen
muchos comités populares. Rita Giaco-
men, una experta en el estado de las co-
munidades de la universidad Bier Zeit,
sefiala “los hombres son encarcelados o
deportados y las mujeres han llenado
este vacio politico”. Todo esto ha sido lo-
grado bajo las mas represivas condicio-
nes.

Manifestacién en apoyo al pueblo
palestino en Nueva York

El sabado 4 dejunio se ha convocado
una manifestacién en apoyo al pueblo
palestino denominada “Dia Nacional
de Protesta para Poner fin a la Ocupa-
cién Israeli”.

Esta manifestacién tiene como pro-
posito el denunciar las matanzas, los

encarcelamientos y las deportaciones
j= =

iAbajo con la
Migra!

Por Teresa Gutierrez

El 1ro de Junio va a entrar en vigor
la segunda etapa de la Immigration
and Reform Control Act (IRCA) de
1986, ley que establece sanciones de
empleo en contra de los patrones que
ocupan personas indocumentadas, la
multa para los que transgredan esta
ley sera de $250 hasta $10.000 pero en
el fondo esta es una ley que reprime al
obrero aun mas.Esta segunda etapa de
la ley continuara después de la célebre
provisién de amnistia.

Durante este periodo, la clase domi-
nante y sus medios masivos de comuni-
cacién trabajaron en forma intensiva
para crear una falsa ilusién de que la
odiada “migra” se habia vuelto pro-
emigrantey “al serviciodel pueblo”. Pe-
ro al ver el programa y sus leyes, nos
quedamos convencidos que es nada
mas que una farsa.

A pesar que sélo la tercera parte de
los seis millones de personas indocu-
mentadas que viven en este pais tuvie-
ron la oportunidad de aplicar para la
“amnistia”, debemos de considerarlo
como un avance de gran importancia
para todo obrero. Desde el principio del
programa, el Servicio de Inmigraciény
Naturalizacién (MIGRA) ha obstaculi-

Desarrollo histérico en la lucha del pueblo palestino

NOTICIAS EN ESPANOL

Reciente manifestacion en apoyo al pueblo palestino en el 20 aniversario de

la ocupacién israelita. San Francisco mayo del 88.

masivas de palestinos perpetrados por
el gjercito de ocupacién israelita en Ga-
za y en la Ribera Occidental. Lo mismo
que el de denunciar el financiamiento
estadouniodense del represivo ejército
invasor.

La convocatoriase hahecho paralas
12 del dia, frente de la estacién de re-
clutamiento del gjercito de E.U., locali-
zadaen la calle 43 y Broadway. Se mar-
chari hasta el parque Union Square,

zadoy creado confusién, con leyes total-
mente contradictorias. El material in-
formativo ditribuido por la migra care-
cfa de las informaciones mas bésicas,
tales como direcciones claras o ntime-
ros teléfonicos correctos.

Se puede decir que esta parte de la
ley facilita que los patrones racistas
descriminen en contra de aquellos que
se ven “forasteros”, y los que mas su-
fren son los latinos, Arabes, asiaticos y
negros, siendo estos los que ejecutan
los peores trabajos y los que reciben el
maltrato patronal.

Es en contra de esta parte de la ley,
que aquellos que luchan por los dere-
chos de los indocumentados se han or-
ganizadoy embarcadoen unacampaifia
que demanda derogar esta ley racistay
anti obrera. Mientras que el esfuerzo
esta concentrado hacia la misma admi-
nistracién que desaroll6 esta ley, se in-
tentara documentar lo racista de esta
ley con la Organizacion Contadora Ge-
neral (GAO) y as{ poder abolir esta ley
maldita.

Pero la GAO, parte investigadora
del congreso, no mantiene una posicién
imparcial. Hace dos meses que esta
misma organizacién tomé el lado ofen-
sivo de las corporaciones anti obreras,
diciendo que eran los indocumentados
los culpables de labaja de salarios y del
estandar de vida de este pais.

Mientras que la prensay el gobierno
siguen empujando la falsa imagen “hu-
manitaria” de la migra, mas délares
han sido asignados para armamento y
vigilancia de las fronteras.Y como tam-

FOTO: JANE CUTTER

calle 14 y Broadway pasando por las
oficinas del gobierno israelita.
Tambien se llevaran a cabo manifes-
taciones en Chicago, San Fransisco,
Houston y otras ciudades. Esta jorna-
da es organizada por el Comite en Soli-
daridad con Palestina y endorsada por
diferentes personalidades democrati-
cas, sindicalistas, estudiantes y orga-
nizaciones populares y politicas.

bién la apertura de varias oficinas nue-
vas dela migraen ciudades como Hous-
ton y Dallas. Esos mismos délares son
los que se les demandé por laaplicacién
de“amnistia”.

Para el indocumentado la migra no
sblo representa a los que vigilan las
fronteras, sino que representa la poli-
cia que existe para reprimir la clase
trabajadora y en este caso la clase tra-
bajadora sin documentos.

Con el paso de los afios, la migra ha
causado terror y muerte, matando in-
documentados sin clemencia. El afio
pasado un nifio de 16 afios fué captura-
do por la migra y sin motivo alguno lo
tiraron contra el cemento hasta causar-
le su muerte. Y son estos los que vigi-
lan las fronteras, es por eso que los in-
documentados prefieren morir afixia-
dos dentro de los camiones o vagones
del tren que los transportan, antes que
morir en manos de la migra.

Esta segunda etapa de la ley IRCA,
tiene que ser rechazada por todos. Tan-
to por aquellos que defienden los dere-
chos de todo obrero, o los que organizan
al trabajador en sindicatos para de-
mandar mejores sueldos y condiciones
de trabajo para todos, con o sin docu-
mentos, en sindicatos o no.

Esta ley de sanciones no es mas que
un nuevo ataque a la clase obrera que
lucha dia a dia contra el patron. Lo que
nesecitamos es que toda aquella perso-
na capacitada tenga el derecho al em-
pleo, y que se respeten los derechos a
todos los trabajadores sean estos indo-
cumentados o né. {Raza Si, Migr4 No!





