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oﬁné"ﬁk ’t organize?
Harvard shows they can!

Clerical, technical workers vote in union

By Shelley Ettinger

May 24 — They’ll be eating more than pres-
tige at Harvard University from now on.

The new AFSCME local representing some
3,400 clerical and technical workers, 83% of
them women, is one week old today. While the
workers savor the sweetness of their May 17
unionization election victory, they’ve also be-
gun organizing for the next step: contract
negotiations.

The successful union drive focused on the
inequities faced by an underpaid, undervalued
workforce at an overblown, over-endowed insti-
tution. Now, as the struggle to improve wages,
benefits and working conditions moves for-
ward, workers have the momentum of victory
on their side.

Not only in Cambridge, but throughout the
labor movement nationally, the Harvard win
brings a tremendous boost to the working class.
After a long period of concessions, layoffs and
unionbusting, a big victory like thisis a shotin
the arm for labor.

As AFSCME President Gerald McEntee told

Txas rally protests police killing of Black man.

the workers, “It gives a real breath of vitality
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Cleveland, Texas: People
protest killing by police

By Joanne Gavin

Cleveland, Texas .

People are angry in this town.

When eleven cops from three agencies beat
Kenneth Simpson, a black man, to death in the
town jail on March 16, the people’s anger forced
the suspension of the seven cops involved. This
anger was so strong that on March 26, 300
people turned out to march on City Hall.

Now, however, a grand jury indicted no one,
and the City Council reinstated the city cops
involved. The grand jury and the City Council
ignered the overwhelming evidence that Simp-

son was murdered by the cops. For example, an
autopsy report showed marks on his neck and
reported the cause of death as asphyxiation. A
fellow prisoner testified to the sounds of beating
in Simpson’s cell on the night he died.

People in this town are so concerned that
after the City Council decision to reinstate the
cops, an angry crowd of spectators tried to pre-
vent the council members from leaving City
Hall, then followed them down the street.

The Simpson family is demanding another
autopsy and has filed a civil rights suit.

The racists, emboldened by the actions of the

Continued on page 10

and life to the entire labor movement. I'm cer-
tain thatif you can doit at Harvard you can do
it at an awful lot of places.”

The ruling class hoped it couldn’t be done at
Harvard. They banked on the conventional wis-
dom about how secretaries are unorganizable,
loyal to their bosses and identify with the pres-
tige of the university.

But the reality of life for Harvard office and
lab workers is low pay, lousy benefits, poor
health and safety conditions, no childecare,
high turnover, laughable pensions —in fact,
pretty much the same situation faced by most
women workers in the U.S. The vote outcome at
Harvard signals the potential for more victo-
ries to come.

AFSCME, SEIU and other unions that have
turned toward organizing clerical and other
mostly female workforces are responsible for
most of the new union members of the last few
years. More and more, powerful strikes and
struggles are being waged by Third World and
women office, hospital, restaurant, hotel, tex-
tile and school workers.

Harvard is the latest indication of where fu-

Continued on page 3

= EDITORIAL

Latest Howard Beach
decisions show why
famlly can’t trust state
in Brawley case.

10

CUBA

Venceremos Brigade
members report strong
internationalist mood on
Zecent visit; 6

in U.S. to
demand Israel
end occupation

By Joyce Chediac
New York

“There is a myth that Israel can just ignore
the whole world, but it can’t,” explained Dick
Becker, a member of the National Executive
Committee of the Palestine Solidarity Commit-
tee. This group hasinitiated a National Day of
Protest to End Israeli Occupation on June 4.

Demonstrationsin solidarity with the Pales-
tinian people will take place on that day in
New York, San Francisco, Chicago, Houston
and Tucson.

Becker continued, “The truth is that Israel is
vulnerable because it is funded lock, stock and
barrel by Washington, especially in the mili-
tary sphere. This means that strong protestsin
this country opposing Washington’s role in sup-

Continued on page 2
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JUNE 4
Support the
Palestinian

Struggle
,. N.Y.C. and
San Francisco

JUNE 11
Disarmament
March

N.Y.C. and
San Francisco

JUNE 16
Soweto Day

Evenis

Join Workers Worlid in the Struggle

March with our banners

We know you find Workers World important reading. So why not

help getitinto the hands of others.

You can make an important contribution to our newspaper and to
the struggle againstimperialism, racism and exploitation by helping
to distribute Workers World newspaper at these events and many
others around the country. And there are other ways you can
support the work we do. You are probably aware Workers Worid
organizes and assists every progressive struggle in many ways
—thatis why itis so important that our friends help us.

Worker World Party also holds forums and classes you will find of

greatinterest.

You may geta phone call soon, if not, call the branch nearest you
or our national office at (212) 255-0352.

Help us distribute Workers World newspaper.

— June 4

Continued from page 1

pressing the Palestinian people are key
to taking the pressure off Palestinians
in the West Bank and Gaza.”

The proof of Becker’s statement is a
recent victory won through struggle.
On April 16, 350 people marched on a
Federal Laboratories plant outside of
Pittsburgh. This plant produces the
extra-strong and sometimes lethal
tear gas that Washington sends to Is-
rael to be used against the Palestini-
ans in the West Bank and Gaza. Dueto

the protest, however, Federal Labs has

suspended tear gas shipments to Israel.

Organizers for the June 4 demon-
strations point to this victory at Fed-
eral labs when explaining why the up-
coming regional demonstrations are
so important. These protests will con-
tinue to focus on the U.S. role.

In fact, “Stop U.S. funding of the oc-

cupation” is a main demand. Other
demands are: End the Israeli occupa-
tion of the West Bank and Gaza; stop
the killing, beating, imprisonment
and expulsion of Palestinians.

Thousands expected in New York

The main activity will be in New
York City where, according to organ-
izer Yasmin Adib, “We are expecting
5,000 people.” Buses and car caravans
are gearing to come here from Boston
to Atlanta.

And in the city, leaflets are being
distributed in English, Spanish,
Arabic, Chinese, and French for the
Haitian community, in an attempt to
reach out widely in this multinational
city.

Adib continued, “This demonstration
will be an opportunity to test the
ground after six months of being in-
undated with the media coverage on
the Palestinian uprising. The June 4
protest is receiving support which cuts
across wide sectors of the U.S. public.
It is important for everyone to get out
in the streets to show this government
and the world that U.S. public opinion
has changed, that people don’t sup-
port the occupation of the West Bank
and Gaza.”

People will assemble in New York on
June 4 at 12noonin Times Square and
then march to Union Square for a 3
p.-m. rally.

In San Francisco, a march will be-
gin'at 11:30 at United Nations Plaza,
and proceed to Union Square for a
rally.

For travel information, to make
donations, or to find out how you can
volunteer to get the word out, phone
New York City (215) 557-5410; San
Francisco and Tucson (415) 861-1552;
Houston (713) 668-2145; Chicago (312)
342-2986. If you would like to march
with the People’s Anti-War Mobiliza-
tion or the All-Peoples Congress,
phone: New York (212) 741-0633; San
Francisco (415) 826-4828.

Workers World Party (WWP) tights on all issues that face the working

class and oppressed peoples in this capitalist society. All work together in this organization —
Black and white, Latino, Asian, Arab and Native peoples, women and men, young and old,
lesbian and gay, disabled, working, unemployed and students.

If you would like to know more about WWP, or if you would like to join us in these struggles,

contact the branch nearest you.

Atlanta: P.O.Box 424, Atlanta, Ga. 30301
(404) 662-6417

Baltimore: 424 E. 31 St., Baltimore, Md. 21218
(301) 889-9318

Boston: 186 Lincoln St., Room 602, Boston,
Mass. 02111 (617) 426-5626

Buffalo: 349 Niagara St., Buffalo, NY. 14201
(716) 855-3055

Chicago: P.0.Box 6510, Chicago, Ill, 60680
(312) 489-3829

Cleveland: 2012 W. 25 St., Suite 602,
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 (216) 861-6154

Detroit: 1947 Grand River, Room 201, Detroit,
Mich. 48226 (313) 962-4979

Hartford: P.O.Box 14411, Hartford, Conn.
06114 '

Houston: P.0.Box 52115, Houston, Texas
77052 (713) 524-4462

Jackson: P.O.Box 8783, Jackson, Miss. 39204

Milwaukee: P.O.Box 16223;-Milwaukee, Wis.
53216

New York City: 46W. 21 St., New York, NY.
10010 (212) 255-0352

Philadelphia: P.O.Box 17116, Philadelphia,
Pa. 19105 (215) 626-8704

Rochester, NY.: 816 Joseph Ave.,
Rochester, NY. 14621 (716) 544-5409

San Antonio: P.O.Box 10510, San Antonio,
Texas 78210

San Francisco: 3181 Mission, No. 29, San
Francisco, Calif. 94110 (415) 826-4828

Seattle: 1017C E. Pike, Seattle, Wash. 98122
(206) 322-6478

Washington, D.C.: P.O. Box 43841,
Washington, D.C. 20010 (202) 328-0990

CALENDAR

NEW YORK

Sat., June 4: Major regional de-
monstration to show solidarity with
Palestinian people and to mark the
21st year of Israeli occupation of the
West Bank and Gaza. Gather at 12
noon at Times Square in Manhat-
tan. Called by Palestine Solidarity
Committee. Call (212) 557-5410.

(716) 342-5707.

ROCHESTER, NY.

Sat., June 4: Workers World
Party campaign rally and commu-
nity speakout. 7:30 p.m. At New
Bethel Church, 270 Scio St. Call

SAN FRANCISCO

Fri., June 3: Evening in Solidarity
With the People of Palestine. Featur-
ing Abu Lughod, Palestine National
Council member. Speakers. Music.
Palestinian Dance. Sponsored by

the Coalition to Support the Palestin-
ian Uprising. 7:30 p.m. $3-$5 dona-
tion. At First Unitarian Church, 1187
Franklin at Geary. Call (415) 861-
1552.

Sat., June 4: National Day of Pro-
test to End Israeli Occupation.
March and rally. 11:30 a.m., gather
at UN Plaza (Civic Center BART). 1
p.m., rally at Union Square. Call
Palestine Solidarity Committee,
(415) 861-1552.
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Call to ‘stay in Lansing’ gains backing

Michigan fight for jobs set for June 7

By David Sole
Detroit

May 22 — Organizing for the June 7
“tent city” at Michigan’s State Capi-
tol is getting into high gear through-
out the state. Groups and individuals
are responding to the call for the un-
employed, homeless and hungry to
gather in protest and then stay.in
Lansing until they win emergency re-
lief.

In response to the serious question
of survival raised by this planned
dramatic action, state officials have
expressed their opposition because of
“the possibility of extensive damage
to the lawn and flower beds.”

In the past few days alone endorse-
ments and donations have been com-
ing in to the Detroit mobilization of-
fice. UAW Local 602 in Lansing and
Local 985 in Detroit have joined in.

Detroit City Councilmen Clyde
Cleveland and Mel Ravitz are new
supporters who intend to introduce a
resolution of support before the whole
council. Welfare rights and homeless
groups are also planning to partici-
pate.

One Lansing soup kitchen staff has
volunteered to feed the tent city on the

first night while another community
service group will provide lunch on
June 8.

The idea for the “stay in Lansing”
has captured attention across the
state with stories appearing in almost
every newspaper on May 11. Many ra-
dio and TV shows are hosting organ-
izers of the action to discuss the real
situation in Michigan. Their com-

- ments are expected to contrast with

Governor Blanchard’s rosy references
to Michigan as the “comeback state.”

In Detroit, Flint, Saginaw and Ann
Arbor, lists are now being drawn up of
those who intend to join the tent city
and how many tents will be needed.
Boxes of canned foods are being col-
lected by volunteers in preparation for
June 7.

Arrangements are being made for
portable toilets, showers at nearby fa-
cilities, medical aid, childcare and all
the many other details needed for this
ongoing people’s lobby.

Rally could attract hundreds

The governor and his staff are not
enthusiastic. In a letter to the Coordi-
nating Council, building manager
Peter Wise at the Capitol has refused
to approve or accommodate the June 7
tent city. )

— Office workers

Continued from page 1

turelabor struggles will come. AFSCME
clearly recognized this, reportedly spend-
ing well over half a million dollars and
assigning about 20 full-time organiz-
ers to the campaign.

Less than a quarter of private uni-
versity clericals are unionized. The
Harvard bargaining unit is now the
biggest in the country, and workers at
other campuses reacted with glee.

At nearby Boston University, where
workers are represented by District
65-UAW, there was reportedly elation
the day after the victory next door. In
New York City, where both the Colum-
bia University and New York Univer-
sity clerical unions are now in con-
tract talks, activists said they felt
buoyed and strengthened by the news.

Breaking the isolation.

While the vote was close — the union
won by just 44 votes — 1,530 workers
voted for the union. That’s enough, ac-
cording to some activists, to shut Har-
vard down.

Of course, the Harvard bosses did
their damnedest to keep the union out.
Reams of anti-union material — leaf-
lets, flyers, and even a four-page letter
from President Derek Bok mailed to
every employee — appealed to the
workers’ devotion to “the academic en-
terprise.”

But workers wore buttons reading,
“We Can’t Eat Prestige,” and pointed
to Harvard’s $3.85 billion endowment.
Susan Manning, who is paid $15,600
per year to handle donations of stocks
and bonds to the university, said,
“When you see all-the money coming
through. . .having a union is a cause
you have to fight for.”

Most of the union organizers were
women, and their work not only con-
tributed to the victory but helped break
the isolation of many Harvard work-
ers separated in small offices. The
day after the election, clerical worker
Rachel Nasca told Workers World, a
jubilant spirit filled the halls and of-
fices, as the workers felt united and
powerful. “Everyone is just so, so ex-
cited,” she said.

Other Harvard workers, too, joined
the fight as well as the victory celebra-
tions. About 500 cafeteria workers are
members of Hotel and Restaurant Lo-
cal 26, and they wore union buttons in
the dining halls during the course of

BULLETIN: On Tuesday, May 24,
just two hours before the legal dead-
line, Harvard filed a legal challenge to
the union election with the National
Labor Relations Board. Union offi-
cials expressed confidence that the
election results would be upheld and
said they are continuing preparations
for contract negotiations.

the drive. According to Ed Childs, co-
chief steward, the clerical union vote
“was just a big boost for us. Every-
body was so happy, because now we’ll
be backed up by the 3,700 of them.
People arereally up, fantastically up.”

The community also supported the
union drive. Harvard is a major
Cambridge slumlord, and has a repu-
tation for arrogance and racisim in the
community. Strong solidarity between
community and workers developed
during the organizing campaign.

The union is now setting up contract
committees, and there are discussions
with Local 26 about coordinating con-
tract negotiations together.

Besides citing damage to the lawn
and flowers, Wise claims that security
cannot be provided and other events
are scheduled on following days. Most
revealing is his expressed fear that
“the rally could attract hundreds.”

At a meeting of the Coordinating
Council on May 21 at UAW Local 15
hall, the body decided to continue to .
organize for “tent city”’ and to demand
the constitutional right to assemble.

Bill Roundtree of the Coordinating
Council told Workers World, “Not one
of the state’s reasons holds any water.
In December they gave the homeless
the right to camp out in tents. This is

clearly unconstitutional and illegal
discrimination.” )

Organizers intend to begin a mass
telegram campaign to Governor
James Blanchard to protest the illegal
denial. They also plan to launch a le-
gal challenge to the arbitrary state ac-
tion.

“They want us to be invisible. But
we will be seen and héard from June 7
onwards,” stated Joyce Crutchfield, a
laid-off GM worker and single mother
of four. “I’ve got my tent and sleeping
bag. They are worried about the lawn,
and we can’t feed our families. We
have to do this action and do it now!”
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groups announce ‘Tent City.’
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Teamsters union: a change is in the air
64% vote to reject master freight contract

By Gary Wilson

Some truck drivers may have
slapped their own faces to make sure
they weren’t dreaming at the wheel.
On May 18, the over-the-road drivers
voted nearly 2-to-1 to reject a contract
everyone said was rotten. The next
morning the union’s top officials over-
turned the vote and signed the con-
tract.

It was the second time in less than a
year that the Teamsters union mem-
bers had voted against a major con-
tract only to have the top leaders nix
the popular vote.

The May 18 vote was 64,101 to
36,782 against the National Master
Freight Agreement, which covers
200,000 drivers and warehouse work-
ers. The “no” votes were about 64% of
the ballots cast.

Last August, 53% of the rank and
file voted against the nationwide con-
tract covering 100,000 workers at
United Parcel Service (UPS). At that
time, the top officials also invoked the
provision put in the union’s constitu-
tionin 1961 that says a contractis rat-

ified unless more than two-thirds of
those voting oppose it.

Some see the votes as a sign of a re-
volt in the ranks of the Teamsters un-
ion, a revolt that is already shaking
the top leadership. And the last word
on the master freight agreement has
not been written.

According to Ken Paff, a spokes-
person for the Teamsters for a Demo-
cratic Union, a group which has
drawn wider and wider support in the
union’s ranks, ‘“This is the first
time a national freight agreement has
been rejected since Hoffa put them
into effect in 1964. We are calling on
them to return to the bargaining ta-
ble.” James Hoffa was the president of
the Teamsters from 1957 to 1967.

“The contract was voted down,”’
Paff continued, “because the members
are fed up with losing. The leadership
of this union is more and more out of
touch with the rank and file. . . . Peo-
ple are tired of being sold out.”

Thereis definitely a change happen-
ing in the Teamsters union. There is a
change at therank and file level where
more and more of the members are

Black and Latino, more are women.
There is a change in the national un-
ion, which rejoined the AFL-CIO af-
ter beinig independent for some 30
years. And there is a storm of change
in the top levels of the union’s leader-
ship.

Teamsters President Jackie Presser,
who had threatened the union’s mem-
bership in a letter before the vote that
if they rejected the contract he would
invoke the two-thirds rule, stepped
down shortly after the vote results
were announced. The stated reason
was his health, which hasn’t been
good.

But his stepping down, supposedly
for only four months, was unexpected.

-And the rank and file vote has spurred

a cleavage in the union’s leadership,
with each emerging voice sounding
defensive; the arrogance of the past is
fast disappearing in the struggle for
the top post.

No matter what the day-to-day
turns may now be in the Teamsters
union, it is certain that a change is
coming in what is a most important
union.
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Civil Rights Commission wrongs people with AIDS

By Saul Kanowitz
New York

May 24 — This past week the Civil
Rights Commission tried to turn truth
upside down. They attempted to hold
hearings on the AIDS epidemic to
prove that protecting the rights of
people with AIDS is a deterrent to end-
ing the epidemic and a danger to the
general public health.

This effort at distortion was coun-
tered by over 60 members of the AIDS
Coalition to Unleash Power (ACTUDP),
wearing clown masks and chanting
“Shame, shame, shame.”

ACTUP activist Ron Goldberg
stated, “We came here to expose the
commission’s attempt at polarizing
the nation around the AIDS epidemic

by falsely counterposing the rights of
people with AIDS versus the public
health of society” ’

The Reagan administration has
stacked the Civil Rights Commission
with bigots. These reactionaries have
attempted to dismantle the commis-
sion by attacking the victims of dis-
crimination and defending those who
champion racism, sexism and anti-
gay and other forms of bigotry.

The commission has “defended”
white workers who claim they’ve “suf-
fered” discrimination from affirm-
ative action programs. The anti-
women stand of the commission was
made clear by chairman Clarence M.
Pendleton. Talking about pay equity,
he said, “It’s the looniest thing since
loony tunes.”

These latest hearings were a forum

Struggle at GE. National con-
tract talks between General Electric
and 14 unions open May 24, with the
jobs of 72,000 workers at stake. GE
has been on a layoff and cutback ram-
page for the last several years, and is
expected to try to further gut workers’
job rights. But a struggle may
emerge. One signal of the potentialisa
52-day strike recently waged — and
won — by GE workers in Evendale,
Ohio, near Cincinnati. There, the
5,700 members of UAW Local 647 and
1,500 members of the Machinists
walked out after GE unilaterally
changed job classifications in viola-
tion of the union contract; if unchal-
lenged, the change undoubtedly would
have resulted in a heavy loss of jobs.
The strikers forced GE to the table and
won contractual job security guaran-
tees. Most important, the strike was
waged with militancy and garnered
much support from other unions, in-
cluding several solidarity rallies that
drew thousands. GE is a huge multi-
national conglomerate with profits of
over $2.9 billion in 1987. It owns NBC,
where workers were recently forced to
strike over vicious takebacks and job
‘losses, as well as electronic sweat-
shops all over the Third World, where
it is notorious for tremendous exploi-
tation of oppressed workers.

IP Strike. By a margin of 813-673,
voters in Jay, Maine, approved an en-

vironmental ordinance May 21 that
could have a sweeping impact on the
town’s relationship with Interna-
tional Paper’s Androscoggin mill, the
site of a year-long strike against the
company’s concession demands. The
148-page ordinance basically takes
the state’s environmental regulations
and puts them under local enforce-
ment control. The top state officials
for OSHA and the Department of En-
vironmental Protection were ap-
pointed by the notoriously pro-big
business Gov. John R. McKernandJr.,
and have repeatedly been accused of
being soft on IP, which has been oper-
ating the mill with inexperienced scab
labor. Saturday’s vote comes after a
year of an unprecedented number of
chemical leaks at the plant, including
one on Feb. 5 that required the evacua-
tion of 4,000 area residents. The latest
leak occurred only two days before the
vote, causing the evacuation-of two
pulp mill areas. Townspeople were
outraged that IP management never
told town officials that the leak was
occurring. Company officials have
said they would go to court to block
implementation of the ordinance.
Meanwhile, local UPIU presidents
from around the country are meeting
in Memphis, Tenn., to try to work outa
common strategy to win the IP
strike/lockout, involving 3,400 work-
ers at four mills.
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Workers protest hiring practices
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ACTUP protests as bigots testify

for bigots and their reactionary pre-
sentations. For example, the topic of
discrimination in housing was ad-
dressed by a Texas realtor who was
having a hard time selling a house be-
cause someone with AIDS died in it!
The inhuman attitude of the com-
mission towards people with AIDS
was shown by another witness, Dr.
Alexander D. Langmuir. He held up a

chart showing a decline in the number .

of new AIDS cases and stated, “The
curve is bending over.” The decline in
new cases was Langmuir’s justifica-
tion to ask for no more government
spending around AIDS. This reason-
ing ignores the suffering of the thou-
sands already sick from AIDS and the
many thousands more exposed to the
HIV virus, who may become sick.
Eight years into the epidemic, the

federal government is giving a plat-
form to those like Langmuir who
preach genocide as a solution to the
AIDS epidemic.

Mary Francis Berry, a Black woman
and the only pre-Reagan appointee to
the commission left, differentiated
herself from the others and issued a
statement critical of the hearing. It
read in part, “The commission’s con-
clusions have long been announced
before the work is done.”

After disrupting the hearings and
causing a ten-minute recess, the
ACTUP demonstrators left, chanting,
“Reagan’s panel keeps debating while
eight years later we'’re still waiting.”
When people with AIDS and their
supporters become fed up waiting, the
pronouncements of the commission
will be swept aside by their actions.

¥
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the workers.

Local 1199 hits Salvation Army. On May 22, over 400 members
and supporters of hospital workers union Local 1199 picketed on 14th
Street outside Salvation Army headquarters in New York City. They de-
manded a contract for the 450 workers at Booth Memorial Hospital, which
is owned and run by the Salvation Army. Picketers charged the bosses are
more concerned with salvation of money than the rights and benefits of

Since July 27, 1987, workers at Booth Memorial have been working
without a contract. The administration has denied benefits to the workers
such as the right to medical services. “The Salvation Army,” the union
said, “preaches brotherhood but is systematically trying to destroy the
workers’ benefits.” Local 1199 is the union which represents workers in
hospitals and medical schools and most recently, home care workers.
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Petra Guerra

No to AIDS discrimination.
The first lawsuit against a company
charging AIDS-based discrimination,
filed in 1984, ended in victory in April
1988. A court ruled that Raytheon Co.
had violated state law protecting the
rights of the disabled in housing and
employment when it barred John
Chadbourne from his job in January
1984 after he was diagnosed with
AIDS, although he was able to per-
form his work. The judge ordered
Raytheon to pay back wages and at-
torney’s fees to Chadbourne’s survi-
vors; Chadbourne died over three
years ago. The decision to pursue the
case after his death forced a ruling on
the rights of workers with AIDS, and
the victory, among the first based on
state statute, was considered signifi-
cant by AIDS activists.

Gay teachers demand ben-
efits. Lesbian and gay workers are
increasingly taking up the demand for
equal on-the-job benefits, and a new
legal front in this struggle has now
been -opened. Three teachers in the
New York City public schools are
suing the Board of Education for $1

million, charging discrimination

based on marita! status and sexual

orientation. The teachers are demand-
ing that their lovers be provided the
same opportunity toreceive health and
other benefits as the spouses of mar-
ried heterosexuals. The decision by
these particular workers to take on the
bosses was especially courageous,
since lesbian and gay teachers had
long been terrorized into hiding by
witchhunts and other horrors.

Con Ed. Anger is brewing in the
construction trades in New York City,
where Consolidated Edison, the huge

- electrical utility company, has been

bringing in non-union labor from
other states, housing them in trailers
at its work sites, and denying work to
union workers. Over 1,000 building
tradespeople blocked traffic outside
Con Ed’s annual stockholders’ meet-
ing at Madison Square Garden on
May 17 to protest the company’s at-
tempts to bypass its union contracts.
NYC Central Labor Council President
Thomas Van Arsdale, business agent
for Electrical Workers Local 3, told
delegates at the labor body’s May 19
meeting that an industry-wide strike
is being considered.
e e e 'Sheliey Etinger
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Guts cause crisis in Philadelphia healthcare
Federal funding swallowed by Pentagon

By Joe Piette
Philadelphia

On May 12, in the harshest action
ever taken by the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Health, the James C.
Guiffre Medical Center, located in the
Fishtown area of North Philadelphia,
was ordered to halt almost all admis-
sions, to shut down its emergency
room, and to stop performing surgery.

The order came after a state investi-
gation found 124 violations of state
regulations, including 12 questionable
deaths and 29 cases of unnecessary
surgery of a review of just 66 cases.

Guiffre officials are trying to reor-
ganize the medical center before a
June 17 deadline to meet all federal
standards or lose its Medicare funding
and state Medical Assistance funds.

On April 27, the Franciscan Health
System announced the bankruptcy
closing of Fishtown’s remaining hos-
pital, St. Mary’s, threatening the jobs
of 744 workers and the health care of
an entire community.

St. Mary’s and Guiffre serve a north
Philadelphia community with three
times the city’s unemployment rate.
There three out of four families fall be-
low the poverty level, and a third of the
households are on public assistance.

The community consists of Black,
Hispanic, Arab, and white workers. It
suffers the city’s highest death rates
due to heart disease, drug abuse, acci-
dents, cancer and influenza.

Guiffre also contracts with the city
to treat Philadelphia’s 4,000 prison
inmates.

Protest at St. Mary’s Hospital

On May 4, about 700 people joined
in a protest vigil at St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal. Lukas Louka, a Fishtown worker
told a reporter, “Fishtown is a very un-
ited community. It’s like a union. The
people are going to fight very hard to
keep it open.”

The community has been successful
so far in getting Federal Bankruptcy
Court Judge David A. Scholl to order
St. Mary’s to remain open while phy-
sicians, politicians and neighborhood

Seniors’ convention in Detroit
reveals widespread poverty

By Kris Hamel
Detroit

May 13 — The biennial convention
of the 28-million member American
Association of Retired People (AARP)
brought an estimated 35,000 seniors to
downtown Detroit this week. Most of
the convention participants came
from metro Detroit but thousands
came from as far away as California
and Hawaii.

The three-day meeting at Cobo Hall

.heard speakers and presentations on
many facets of senior life. The vitality
and experience of older persons were
highlighted all week by local officials
and the media.

The happy picture of retirement as a
time for well-deserved relaxation and
recreation was shattered, however, by
figures compiled for the AARP by the
Center for Population Research at
Georgetown University in Washing-
ton, D.C.

For most seniors, especially for
those belonging to oppressed nation-
alities, the economic and medical real-
ities of life are very bleak.

Elderly Black people, comprising

the fastest-growing segment of the
Black population, have a lower me-
dian income than any other group of
seniors in the U.S. The annual aver-
age income for elderly Black men is
about $4,113.

This compares to $7,408 for elderly
white men, $5,551 for Asian/Pacific
Island men, $4,592 for Latino men and
$4,257 for Native men.

Senior Black women fare even
worse. Their median income is a dis-
mal $2,825 a year! For Latina women
it’s only $2,873. White elderly women
get about $3,894 per year, with $3,476
for Asian/Pacific Island women and
$3,033 for Native women.

The study reports that 32% of urban
Black seniors live in poverty, as do
nearly 50% of rural Black seniors.
Compounding this economic hardship
is the inadequate or non-existent
healthcare that’s also the norm for
most working-class seniors.

In this racist and sexist capitalist
system, the “golden years” only mean
an increase in suffering with no relief
from the day-to-day struggle for sur-
vival.

Malcolm X’s contribution
reviewed at Bay Area meeting

By Ron Holladay
San Francisco

Seventy-five people gathered in San
Francisco for the program “Malcolm
X, Jesse Jackson, The Struggle for
Self-Determination.” Monica Moore-
head, national organizer for All-Peo-
ples Congress, which sponsored the
forum, contrasted Jesse Jackson’s
fight in the electoral arena which, she
explained, grew out of the civil rights
movement, with the more militant
fightback movement led by Malcolm
X,

The class character of Jackson’s
fight in 1988 shown by his increasing
support among white workers, many
who have lost their relatively
good-paying job in heavy industries,
was cause for support and encour-
agement among all progressive forces,
said Moorehead.

The film “El Hajj Malik El Sha-
bazz” (the name Malcolm X took

liTi! .
Monica Moorehead WW PHOTO

shortly before his assassination) on
Malcolm’s life was shown. The large
turnout shows that many of the ideas
that Malcolm X stood for, including a
determined fightback against all rac-
ism, still have relevance among con-
cerned people today.

groups find a way to keep the hospital
from closing.

While Fishtown is hardest hit, hos-
pitals in the rest of Philadelphia are
also scrambling to survive. Bank-
ruptcy has hit some, affiliations,
mergers and outright purchases have
saved others. Many have laid off
workers.

But survival is less likely for “strug-
gling city hospitals that nobody
wants,” according to Al Zelulinsky, a
hospital industry consultant. “They
serve those who can’t pay for care, and
they seem to be slipping through the
cracks.” In other words, the health
care industry’s concern is profits be-
fore people’s health.

Low wages, cutbacks

Federal cutbacks to fund increased
Pentagon spending are a major
cause of the crisis. Among these cuts
are decreased reimbursement for Med-
icare and Medicaid, cutbacks in pay-
ments for graduate medical education,

and fewer federal funds for capital .

projects such as construction of
newer health facilities.

These cutbacks are especially sig-
nificant because of the growing num-
ber of families who can not afford
medical insurance. One study by the
Delaware Valley Hospital Council es-
timated 84,000 adults and 31,000 chil-
dren in Philadelphia are “medically
indigent — neither public plans like
Medical Assistance nor private health
insurance pay for their medical care.”

The study blamed the growth of
uninsured workers on the shift “from

a largely unionized manufacturing
economy to a service economy.”

Philadelphia is the only major city
in the U.S. without a general munici-
pal hospital. Philadelphia General
Hospital was closed in 1977. It was re-
placed with District Health Centers
(clinics) and the Philadelphia Nursing
Home, to provide health care “regard-
less of medical history or ability to
pay.” These facilities are woefully
underfunded.

Carol Rodgers, a nurse in AFSCME
Local 2187, complained at a recent
community meeting that her clinic
ran out of bandages May 1, with no
funds available to buy more until July
1.

Philadelphia Health Commissioner
Maurice Clifford advocates privatiza-
tion, through which the city clinics
would be leased out to private doctors
and hospitals. But a pilot project at
the Franklintown Health Center re-
sulted in a dramatic decrease in ser-
vices to the poor and uninsured.

On May 17; over 250 people, 80%
Black, a majority sanitation work-
ers, attended a public forum against
privatization in the health care and
sanitation departments. Thomas
Cronin, head of AFSCME D.C. 47, and
Carol Rodgers of Local 2187, AFS-
CME spoke against privatization of
health care.

Whether health care, garbage col-
lection, or other vital services threat-
ened by cutbacks and private for-
profit takeovers, a struggle is needed
to insure the continuation of these
programs.

San Francisco to close
libraries, cut mass transit

By Jane Cutter
San Francisco

May 13 — On Monday, May 9,
Mayor Art Agnos announced a brazen
assault on the living standards of poor
and working people in this city.

In response to a budget deficit of
$179 million, which was “discovered”
virtually within minutes of Agnos’
taking office in January, he has pro-
posed a plan of service cuts and fare
increases which would have a devas-
tating effect on San Franciscans. This
deficit was supposedly hidden by the
Feinstein administration.

If the Mayor’s plan is put into ac-
tion, the workers who depend on the
Municipal Railway (MUNI) to get
around town would bear the brunt of
the cost of the budget deficit. Agnos
wants to raise the adult fare from 75
cents to 85 cents, the senior-disabled
fare from 15 cents to 25 cents, and the
monthly Fast Pass from $25 to $28.

In addition, his plan calls for cuts in
service to 17 different lines and the
elimination of four lines.

Agnos is also targeting the public
libraries. He wants to shut down four
branch libraries: Noe Valley, Golden
Gate Valley, Glen Park and Ocean-
view. S

The Oceanview library is one of only
two branches that serve predomi-
nantly Black communities. The tiny
library is one of the most heavily uti-
lized in the city, meeting the needs of
many children who have access to no
other after school programs.

Since closing the Oceanview branch
will save the city no more than $5,000,
the act is seen as a racist move. Com-
munity residents have launched a pe-

tition drive to save the library, as have .
users of the other three branches.

Agnos also wants to eliminate all
Sunday library hours.
The Chronicle and the Examiner,

newspapers of the rich, have por-
trayed the Mayor’s budget package as
“even handed” and ‘‘across the
board.” e

Yet Agnos is proposing an increase
in the business tax rate of 1/10 of one
percent. This increase will raise only
$7 million. On the other hand, the Fire
Department will be cut $14.5 million,
Social Services $7.4 million, and Pub-
lic Health $4.0 million.

Agnos himself has arrogantly tried
tomakelight of the cuts, claiming that
people will only have to wait “a few
more minutes forthebus. . .andpaya
little more at San Francisco General
Hospital.”

In response, Gloria La Riva of the
All-Peoples Congress (APC), which is
organizing against the budget cuts,
said, “We can’t take these cutbacks.
There is a great deal of wealth and
profits here, generated by the corpora-
tions and banks. The deficit should be
borne by them.”

For information on how to join the
struggle against the budget cuts, call
the APC at (415) 821-6545.

Now there’s a book on the high-tech ]
revolution that projects a working-class
response.

uh Order:
b | World View Forum
46 West 21 St.
New York,
N.Y. 10010

$5.95 plus
75¢ postage
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t high in Cuba

Report from 19th Venceremos Brigade

By Mahtowin

Since 1969, residents of the United
States have been traveling to Cuba
with the Venceremos Brigade in order
to express their solidarity and friend-
ship with the people of Cuba.

This year’s brigade numbered 141
Black, Latino, Native, Asian, Arab
and white people from the U.S., rang-
ing in age from 16 to 84. These briga-
distas went to Cuba in defiance of the
travel ban and economic blockade im-
posed by the U.S. government.

Three contributors to Workers
World newspaper — Susan Rotgard,
Sara Flounders and this reporter —
were part of the brigade this year. We
were able to see first hand the many
gains that the Cuban people have
made since the triumph of their revo-
lution in 1959.

The brigade’s schedule during our
two-week stay included visiting hospi-
tals, clinics, schools, daycare centers,
factories and agricultural coopera-
tives. We also met with representa-
tives of the Federation of Cuban
Women (FMC), Cuban youth (UJC),
Committees for the Defense of the
Revolution (CDRs), and People’s
Power (Poder Popular).

We heard presentations on human
rights and democracy in Cuba as well
as on Cuba’s foreign policy.

What we saw was a country where
workers are not exploited, where insti-
tutional racism has been eliminated,
where women have full and equal
rights under the law. In Cuba, health
careis aright, not a privilege asitisin
the U.S.

Everywhere we went we saw beauti-
ful, healthy children, full of confi-
dence because they know that they are
the future of Cuba.

Spirit of internationalism

One of the most inspiring facets of
Cuba was the spirit of international-
ism that was so abundantly evident.
Cuba is a developing country in the
process of building socialism, yet pro-
vides support for liberation struggles
all over the world.

The brigade met with representa-
tives of the liberation struggles of
South Africa, Mozambique, Angola,
Guatemala, Namibia, Palestine, Nic-
aragua, El Salvador, Panama and
Puerto Rico. These meetings were in
keeping with the theme of this year’s
brigade: No more contras anywhere!

The Cuban people are very well in-
formed on any number of issues, from
the uprising in Palestine to the
anti-racist struggle in the U.S. The
Cubans we met were especially inter-
ested in hearing about the progress of
the Jackson campaign as well as the
status of the case of Leonard Peltier,
the AIM leader and Native political
prisoner.

Time and time again, what we heard

from them was that they knew the

people of the United States were not
their enemies, despite the bellicose at-
titude of the U.S. government toward
their country.

Brigadistas worked picking oranges
(the best any of us had ever tasted) and
worked on a construction project, one
of the most moving experiences of the
entire trip.

We helped to build a clinic and new
dormitory for young Salvadorans liv-
ing in Cuba, many of whom had had
arms or legs blown off by the army in
El Salvador. We talked with these
youth, some as young as 14, who spoke
of how they would gladly sacrifice not
only their limbs but also their lives to
ensure the victory of the Salvadoran
people.

Although we had a very busy
schedule, we also had some free time.
We spent two free nights in Havana,
where we talked with many Cubans on
the streets and were almost inevitably
invited to “their homes to visit and
meet their families.

While in Havana, we visited a su-
permarket, which we found to be well-
stocked. We also visited some night-
clubs in Havana, some of the many
places Cubans can go to for fun.

We attended many parties and cul-
tural activities, which should put to
rest forever the notion that no one has
a good time under socialism. We also
spent an afternoon relaxing at Varad-
ero Beach, which is justifiably con-
sidered to be one of the best in the
world.

Above all, though, what we remem-
ber from our trip are the beautiful,
smiling faces of the Cuban people,
who displayed a warmth and generos-
ity we had never before experienced.

In following weeks, Workers World
will have more detailed articles on
various aspects of Cuba, including
health care, internationalism, women,
education, children, elders and the
gains of the Cuban revolution. Plus an
interview with Assata Shakur.

Angolan troops smash apartheid attack

South African casualties high at Cuito Cuanavale

By Pat Chin

Pretoria’s relentless war of destabil-
ization on one of southern Africa’s
frontline states was recently dealt a
decisive blow in the strategic town of
Cuito Cuanavale, located in southeast
Angola.

Cuito Cuanavale has been under
almost constant bombardment since
November of last year when thou-
sands of South African trobps, sup-
ported by artillery, planes, tanks and
members of the counterrevolutionary

band known as UNITA, invaded
southern Angola.

This town is of strategic importance
to the defense of Angola. Thisis sonot
only because of its southern location,
but also because it is the most ad-
vanced position of the People’s Libera-
tion Armed Forces of Angola
(FAPLA) and the site of a military air-
field.

Earlier this year, the New York
Times reported (Jan. 30), rather disin-
genuously, that “the Angolan Gov-
ernment was facing a major military
defeat at the hands of an insurgent

Ojeda says solidarity crucial
to his release from U.S. prison

By Lallan Stein

The last member of the Puerto
Rico-Hartford 15 to be held in prison,
Filiberto Ojeda Rios, has finally been
released on bail.

“My release is not a personal vic-
tory,” the Puerto Rican independence
activist told Workers World, “it is a
victory for the people.” Ojeda ex-
pressed his gratitude for massive soli-
darity in Puerto Rico, in the U.S. and
around the world. “The support work
has been crucial to winning my re-
lease,” he said.

Ojeda then told of the degrading
conditions still imposed on him by the
U.S. government. The bail was $1 mil-
lion. His family — his mother, brother,
sister and son — had to put their pro-
perty up for this ransom in order to
raise the 10% required.

Even then, Ojeda is not allowed to-
return home to Puerto Rico. He has to
remain in Hartford with an electronic
bracelet attached.to his leg-in.order to-

. Rico!

monitor his whereabouts and he has
to report to a government office every
day.

“This forced exile is a disgrace that
shows the real character of the U.S.
government,” Ojeda said. “The leg
bracelet would be really humiliating if
it were not for the dignity and self-re-
spect my place in the independence
movement has given me.”

The U.S. demonstrated the colonial
character of its domination over
Puerto Rico on Aug. 30, 1985. Hun-
dreds of FBI agents armed with auto-
matic weapons arrived on the island
in helicopters. After an assault on
some 40 homes, they kidnapped and
imprisoned within the U.S. the inde-
pendence activists now known as the
Puerto Rico/Hartford 15.

Ojeda, who spent nearly 1,000
days in prison, was held longer with-
out trial or conviction than any other
prisoner in U.S. history. Free the
Puerto Rico-Hartford 15! Free Puerto

. mented.

group [Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA].”

While admitting that UNITA is
supported and armed by both South
Africa and the United States, nowhere
did the article point out that the inva-
sion was, in fact, being undertaken by
none other than the hated apartheid
regime. It continued the charade by
reporting that Cuito Cuanavale had
all but fallen to the “rebel” forces.

Recent reports coming from Angola
have, however, described the central
role being played by South Africa in
this brutal invasion and have also
confirmed that the tide has turned de-
cisively in Angola’s favor.

Since April, the South Africans
have been forced to retreat, fleeing the
combined strength of members of
FAPLA, newly arrived Cuban troops
and units of SWAPO, the Namibian
liberation movement. This turn of
events has forced the South African
regime to the conference table where
they must now bargain with delega-
tions which include Angola and Cuba.

Bargalining from strength

Now that the six-month siege of
Cuito Cuanavale has been broken
with the defeat of the racist apartheid
forces, the Angolan Government is in
a position to bargain from a position
of strength. In so doing, it continues to
refuse to accept UNITA as a party to
the negotiations, pressing ahead with
its key demands which, if met, will lay
the groundwork for the withdrawal of
Cuban forces. '

These demands are: first, that the
South African regime end its military
presence in southern Angola; second,
that all aid to UNITA from South Af-
rica and the U.S. cease; and third, that
UN Resolution No. 435 calling for
Namibian independence be imple-

Cuba, May 1988

Nicaragua walkathon. A walkathe
raise funds for a campaign to buy oats toser

~ ists participated in the 10 kilometer walk thi
and Harlem. An eight-year-old marcher exg
“Because [ think itis good forchildrenin ]
tion. 1 raised a big amount from some friend
and that’s about 150 pounds of oats and th:
“Nicaragua needs it because they didn’t |
U.S. has made a war against the people the

Dominican unionist
Call for solidarity f

By Rosa Maria de la Torre

Representatives of a labor union in
the Dominican Republic which is now
preparing itself for a struggle with
important political and international
implications, returned to the Domini-
can Republic this week after a series of
meetings here with labor organiza-
tions, trade unionists; organizations
in the Dominican community in New
York and others.

Rafael Bello Ortiz and Luis Te-
jada represent the Electricity
Corporation Workers’ Union, SITRA-
CODE. During their visit, the union-
ists stressed the importance of solidar-
ity among trade unions and described
their efforts to prepare for the develop-
ing conflict with management. In this
case, management is the Dominican
government and the international
banks.

SITRACODE was organized 26
years ago and has a membership of
approximately 5,200 workers out of a
work force of 6,000. It is one of the old-
est unions in the country.

With the background of a deepening
energy crisis in the country, the SIT-
RACODE workers are preparing for a
confrontation with management, the
national government and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), which
are blaming the union for the crisis.

The union is calling for the contin-
ued construction of hydroelectric
plants, that the maintenance policy be
keptintact and that existing contracts
be respected. Currently, even their
right to health care is being dented, al--



thon was held in New York City on May 21 to

send to Nicaraguan children. About 350 activ-

through several neighborhoods in Manhattan

explained why she was there: :

n Nlcaragua to have good food and good nutri-

nds of mine and of my parents.1raised $178.40

that will go to feed a lot of children.

;ﬁe have enough rain last year and because the
re.”

sts explain struggle
from U.S. workers

though deductions are made in their
wages supposedly for this purpose.

The electric utility in the Dominican
Republic is supposed to be a national-
ized and autonomous agency. Never-
theless, the IMF is pressuring the gov-
ernment to sell the agency to private
owners as a means of generating
funds to pay the foreign debt owed
principally to U.S. banks.

Foreign debt can’t be paid

The private groups interested in
buying the agency have said that they
will do so only if the union is broken.
The position of SITRACODE, on the
other hand, is that the foreign debt
cannot be paid.

The electric utility has already op-
ened its attack on the workers, firing
some 300 employees, among them un-
ion leaders and workers with high se-
niority.

SITRACODE is seeking the support
and solidarity of U.S. workers with the
understanding that only by showing a
united front can the working class in
both countries hope to restrain their
common exploiters.

There are approximately one mil-
lion Dominican workers living in the
U.S,, mainly in the New York area.
These workers and their co-workers
here are exploited by the same inter-
national corporations that exploit the
workers in the Dominican Republic.
For this reason the workers at SIT-
RACODE are calling upon their
trade-union brothers and sisters in
this country to lend them moral as

- well ‘as economic support.
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Koreans remember Kwangju uprlsmg
Storm U.S. Embassy in Seoul

By Andy Stapp

John Phelan, the chairman of the
New York Stock Exchange, thinks it
would be a good idea to build a monu-
ment commemorating the Korean
War. To that end he presented $50,000
to the mayor of New York on May 17.

- Tt is fitting that Phelan would lead
such a project. Wall Street was the
main beneficiary of that war, in which
53,000 GIs and several million Kore-
ans perished.

In south Korea itself, if such a mon-
ument were to be erected these days, it
would instantly become the target for
huge and militant anti-U.S. govern-
ment demonstrations. The U.S. Em-
bassy in Seoul is now surrounded by a
high barrier topped with barbed wires,
and even then protesters still manage
to get into the compound.

Yankee go home!

On May 20, students chanting,
“Yankee, go home!” managed to scale
the walls, toss homemade bombs at
the building, burn two U.S. flags and
unfurl a banner that read, “Drive out
America, culprit of the Kwangju
massacre.”

“There is no excuse for this kind of
behavior,” sniffed State Department
spokesman Charles F. Redman. Of
course, Redman is not Korean, so it’s
easy for him to talk this way.

For Koreans, Kwangju is a crime
that will never fade from their minds
and it is also an inspiration, like the
Paris Commune is for class-conscious
French workers.

The uprising in Kwangju, which is
about the size of Baltimore, began on

May 18, 1980. This is how the British
news agency Reuters reported the first
hours of the insurrection: “A huge
crowd of 200,000 people are battling
10,000 troops in this southwestern Ko-
rean town. Many have been killed and
wounded by paratroopers as thou-
sands of civilians — including miners
armed with explosives — flock in from
the countryside to join the street bat-
tles.”

It took four days for Kwangju’s
people, armed with weapons seized .
from a government armory, to drive
the army back. Then, for five days the
city was free. A journalist from Time
magazine who witnessed the event de-
scribed the enthusiasm and joy of the
masses as reminiscent of “liberated
Paris or Rome during World War 2.

Under the boot of U.S.-backed fascists

It was an apt comparison. South
Korea has been under the boot of a
U.S.-imposed fascist military regime
since 1945. To this day, hundreds of
political prisoners fill the jails and
the “president” of the country is, natur-
ally, a general.

“Many Koreans consider the gov-
ernment of President Roh Tae Woo a
continuation of what they term the
‘military dictatorship,” ”” observes the
May 21 New York Times. Many in-
deed! But the Times leaves out the
most important part, that is, who is
propping up this dictatorship.

Recall how the Kwangju uprising
ended. Troops under the command of a
U.S. general named John Wickham
were rushed to encircle the embattled
city. In the pre-dawn hours of May 26,

1980, the 7th, 11th and 3rd Airborne
Brigades of the south Korean army,
beefed up by elements of the 20th Divi-
sion, attacked the rebels.

These soldiers were under Wick-
ham’s direct control, and the south
Korean “president,” General Chon,
had to get permission to move them
into Kwangju. Wickham quickly
agreed, authorizing their employment
there “for crowd control and internal
security.”

The soldiers came with M-45 tanks
and 85-millimeter artillery pieces,
against civilians armed with gre-
nades, rifles and a few machine guns.
When the army finally got the upper
hand, the atrocities began, the hang-
ing of people from trees in the city
park, the dragging of students
through the streets tied behind mili-

tary vehicles, the rapes.

South Korea is still a police state.
The regime plans to deploy 100,000
cops and soldiers to watch the crowds
at this year’s Olympic Games, because
whenever more than 20 people get to-
gether in south Korea it seems to au-
tomatically turn into an anti-fascist,
anti-U.S. demonstration.

The Pentagon still keeps 43,000 sol-
diers in south Korea, the last large
body of imperialist troops on the
Asian mainland.

State Department flacks can declare
until doomsday that there is “no ex-
cuse” for the engoing anti-U.S. out-
bursts among the population there.
But the south Korean people know bet-
ter.

And they remember the Kwangju
uprising.

Nurses. The Filipino Nurses Or-
ganization Project (FNOP) is de-
manding an immediate moratorium
on the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service (INS) policy regarding
H-1 visas. The temporary five-year
work visas are expired. They were
given to recruit foreign-born nurses to
fill the nursing shortage, which is
10-20% nationwide.

In New York City, Filipino nurses
make up 12% of the staff, or about 4,000
nurses, and often work in poorly

_staffed city hospitals. Despite the

‘nursing shortage and the five-year ex-
perience of these nurses, the INS re-
fuses to change its policy. The nurses
can be fired and deported. Like all
nurses, they work in stressful and un-
derstaffed conditions, a grim reality
referred to as “working in the
trenches.”

Like most documented and undoc-
umented workers, they came to work
here because of economic conditions at
home created by U.S.imperialism. The
racist, anti-worker stance of the INS
affects more than these nurses alone.
Without the nurses in the $511 billion
healthcare business, getting sick won’t
just be terrible, it’ll be dangerous.
FNOP’s address is: 1472 Broadway,
Room 822, New York, N.Y. 10036.
(212) 221-4532.

At the movies. “The Last Em-
peror’ is about Pu Yi, the last emperor
of feudal China. The sights, sounds
and drama are intoxicating like the
opium used to destroy resistance to
British imperialism in the 1800s.

The film got nine Academy Awards,
although none of the Asian stars were
nominated. Asian people played
themselves (no Charlie Chan, thanks).
China, a Chinese story and things

Chinese were reasons to see the movie.
Other than Peter Wang’s movies, it’s a
first for Hollywood, which in the past
has shown only racist stereotypes of
Asian people.

There’s one problem: the central
character is missing. It is the masses
of China who starved and died in feu-
dal China. As Pu Yi collaborated with
the Japanese imperialists, it was the
masses’ decades-long struggle that
brought about the Chinese Revolu-
tion. The Forbidden City was the re-

pository of wealth and culture stolen

from the people. It was the Cultural
Revolution that was a safeguard
against reactionary forces and en-
sured the gains achieved. History was
made by the masses of China, and Pu
Yi was not a victim of circumstance
but a mere cricket on the wall.

L] e L

Korea. After a 19-day strike,
Daewoo Motor Co., a 50:50 joint ven-
ture with General Motors Co., gave
workers a 19.6% wage increase and
some fringe benefits. The bosses mea-
sured the power of the workers by the
profits lost on 11,400 cars not made in
that strike. After a 32-day strike,
Daewoo Shipbuilding and Heavy Ma-
chine Co. gave workers an immediate
20% increase. Strikes continue at other
Daewoo subsidiaries. Nationwide
about 80 businesses and plants are
closed due to strikes by workers whose
working conditions and exploitation
are the worst in the industrialized
world.

[ ] &

Philippines. Tens of thousands
of workers took part in nationwide
protests demanding an immediate 50

cent increase to the current minimum |

wage of $3.20 a day. Troops fired on
the demonstrators, injuring some.
40,000 members of the May 1 Move-
ment (KMU) demonstrated in Manila
and called for the dismantling of the
U.S. bases. President Aquino’s re-
sponse was that the demand was
“jll-advised,” a multinational corpo-
ration version of “let them eat cake.”
Gin T. Loy

WW PHOTO: PADDY COLLIGAN

Madame Nguyen Bihn Thanh

Vietnam. Representatives of
anti-Vietnam war forces met May
19 with members of the Vietnam
and Laos missions to the United
Nations in New York to celebrate
together the thirteenth anniversary
of the total liberation of Vietnam.
Madame Nguyen Binh Thanh, act-
ing permanent ambassador of
Vietnam, spoke of the difficulties
the Vietnamese people are experi-
encing in rebuilding after the war.
“Starting from a very low level and
suffering from the consequences of

Continued on page 10
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The Soviet reforms
and the thrust

from the

right

By Sam Marcy

Almost a year ago, an article ap-
peared in the well-known Soviet mag-
azine Novy Mir (No. 6, June 1987)
which created somewhat of a sensa-
tion in the USSR with its sweeping at-
tacks on the Soviet economy and pro-
posals on how to restructure it.

The article was written by Nikolai
Shmelyov, an economist at the Insti-
tute for the U.S. and Canada in Mos-
cow, a very important arm of the gov-
ernment. (An extensive abstract in
English appeared in The Current Di-
gest of the Soviet Press, Oct. 21, 1987,
published weekly in Columbus, Ohio.
Excerpts were printed in the Wall
Street Journal of Aug. 26, 1987, as well
as in the 1987 second quarter issue of
the Journal of Economic Growth, pub-
lished in Washington.)

This article is not just the expres-
sion of an individual, but is represen-
tative of the thinking of a considerable
layer of the Soviet intelligentsia, in-
cluding some of the political leaders
and some economists. Among the lat-
ter are Fedor Burladskii, A.P. Dutenko
and E.A. Ambartsumov.

Among the political leaders in this
current is Boris P. Kurashvili, a law-
yer wh'has been most vocal in praise
of the Hungarian reforms. He is also a
leading figure in the Institute for State
and Law under the Academy of Sci-
ences in Moscow. The New York Times
of May 24, 1988, reports that he, along
with economist Tatyana Zaslavs-
kaya, is a leading proponent of a pro-
posal to develop an organization
which would perform some of the
functions of a political party and be
what the Times calls an “alternative”
to the Communist Party. (No official
text of their proposal has yet arrived
in this country.)

Whether what may be called the
Shmelyov thesis, as it appeared in
Novy Mir, has deep and wide adher-
ence remains to be seen, especially af-
ter the extraordinary Party confer-
ence scheduled for this June.

The article, far from concealing the
basic views of the author, is on the
contrary quite open and blunt, if not
outright brazen.

Gorbachev’s comments on Shmelyov
Because of the widespread interest it
generated, General Secretary Mikhail
Gorbachev himself was forced to re-
spond to it. Thus, on June 22, 1987, at a
meeting he attended in electoral dis-
trict No. 5, Krasnaya Borough, Mos-
cow, Gorbachev was asked by a re-
porter from Pravda about “many
pointed, controversial materials on
restructuring” which were appearing
in the Soviet press. Did recent writings
on restructuring give “questionable
prescriptions for surmounting our dif-
ficulties? For example, economist
Shmelyov’s article in Novy Mir.”
Gorbachev replied, “I would divide
that article into two parts. The first is
an analysis of the state of affairs in
the economy, and it presents a picture
that is close to what actually exists
and we will talk about that at the ple-
nary session. .

“The second part is what the author
proposes,” Gorbachev continued. “He
apparently proposes, for example,
that there be unemployment. That’s
not for us. We are well aware of our
weaknesses and unresolved problems,
but neither can we forget the fact that
socialism has given every one of us the
right to work and to an education, free
medical service, and accessible hous-
ing. These are genuine values in our
society which provide social protec-
tion for the individual today and for
the future.”

Then Gorbachev added, “The mea-
sure of consumption is another mat-
ter. Socialism is not a system of de-
pendence. Needs grow but they must
bemanaged. And the main tool in that
work is the implementation of the
basic principle of socialism, to each
according to hislabor.” (Pravda, June
22, 1987.)

Right, left and center in Soviet politics

Notwithstanding Gorbachev’s as-
surances, the Shmelyov thesis contin-
ues to be of more than topical signifi-
cance. It is, in fact, the platform of the
neobourgeois elements in the govern-
ment. It can be contrasted to the plat-
form of the so-called conservatives
published on March 13, 1988, in So-
vetskaya Rossia in the form of a letter
by Nina Andreyeva, an instructor at a
Leningrad high school.

Superficially all this appears to be a
reappearance of the older, classical
divisions of right, left and center in the
Party polemics of the early 1920s.
These designations, however, which
were represented by Bukharin on the
right, the Trotskyist opposition on the
left, and Stalin and his supporters in
the center, have only the faintest
resemblance to today’s groupings.
Today the entire historical context has
changed. But it is helpful to consider
them merely from the point of view of
analogy.

Shmelyov’s thesis scarcely com-
pares with Bukharin’s views on a
market economy or on dealing with
the peasantry in the development of
socialism. All the participants at that
time had been thoroughly grounded in
Marxist doctrines and trained in the
school of Bolshevism.

The Shmelyov thesis is a lamenta-
ble bourgeois economic critique of the
problems of the Soviet economy. While
Gorbachev took great care to distance
himself from Shmelyov’s conclusions
and prescriptions, he nevertheless ap-
proved his criticisms, which are ines-
capably linked to the conclusions. Itis
quite impossible to accept Shmelyov’s
criticisms, let alone his conclusions.

Shmelyov’s thesis is calculated to
test out the affirmations made again
and again by the Party leadership, es-
pecially Gorbachev (see Gorbachev in-
terview, Washington Post, May 22,
1988), that no unemployment will re-
sult from the restructuring and that
none is contemplated.

Nevertheless, it is necessary to see
precisely what Shmelyov’s criticisms
are as well as his prescriptions. The
grouping he represents seems formi-
dable, from the point of view of both
economics and politics.

Unemployment in the USSR?
First, Shmelyov says there is unem-
ployment in the Soviet Union today.

“Natural unemployment,” he says,
“resulting from people looking for or
changing jobs is now hardly less
than 2% of the work force at any given
time, and that figure is probably more
like 3% if one adds in the hoboes who
are unaccounted for in the official rec-
ords.”

If the hoboes, as he calls them, are
not accounted for in the official rec-
ords, where does he get his unofficial
records? Who are the so-called hoboes
and where do they come from? Are
they the people who move from one
economic ministry to another, who
travel from them to some of the splen-
did dachas in the suburbs, or who
spend their time abroad?

“Itis one thing to discuss the matter
while pretending that there is no un-
employment whatsoever in-our coun-
try, and it is something quite different
to do so while calmly taking account of
the fact that there is some unemploy-
ment in our country and there would
have to be.”

Why would there have to be? He
doesn’t explain.

‘“We must also not close our eyes
to the economic harm that results
from our parasitical certainty of
guaranteed employment.” (Our
emphasis — S.M.)

Guaranteed employment, we learn
from this sage of bourgeois economics,
doesn’t bring security and an opening
of the well-spring of initiative of the
working class, especially since the
means of production are owned by
them, but on the contrary creates pa-
rasitism. Even Milton Friedman is
not quite as brutally frank about his
thesis. But again, who are the real
parasites? Are they in the bureau-
cracy or are they in the mines, mills,
factories, offices and farms?

“I think,” he continues, “it’s clear to
everyone that we owe much of today’s
disorder, drunkenness and shoddy
workmanship to overemployment.”

Again, who is he aiming at? Those
with their own wine cellars and pri-
vate champagne parties? Orisitagain
the workers? In the capitalist coun-
tries drunkenness and social disorder
are considered a result of unemploy-
ment. Shmelyov has the dubious dis-
tinction of being the first-economist to
proclaim that overemployment is the
cause of drunkenness and, moreover,
shoddy workmanship.

“We should have a businesslike and
unflinching discussion of what the
benefits might be from a relatively
small reserve work force (one that the
state would not entirely abandon to
the whims of fate, of course).”

In fact, such a discussionis going on
and his grouping is vigorously push-
ing it. .

“A real danger of losing one’s job
and going on temporary unemploy-
ment pay, or of having to work where
one is sent, 1s rather good medicine
against sloth, drunkenness and irre-
sponsibility. Many experts feel that it
would be cheaper to pay adequate un-
employment compensation for a few
months to such temporarily unem-
ployed than it is to keep a lot of fear-
less loafers [emphasis added] in the
work force who could scuttle (and are
scuttling) any and all economic ac-
countability and any and all efforts to
improve the quality and efficiency of
social labor.”

Shmelyov bolsters his thesis with
the authority of another economist.
“The well-known Soviet economist S.
Shatalin stresses that ‘socialism has
yet to create a mechanism that en-

sures not just full employment ...
but full employment that is socially
and economically effective and ratio-
nal. Socialist principles are not char-
ity principles that automatically
guarantee everyone a job, irrespec-
tive of his aptitude for it.” ”

Furthermore,. Shmelyov writes,
“Apathy, indifference, theft and lack
of respect for honest work are ram-
pant, as is aggressive envy toward
those who enjoy high earnings —
even in cases where the earnings are
honestly come by. There are signs of
an almost physical degradation of the
Soviet people as a result of drunken-
ness and sloth. And finally, there is
distrust of announced goals and in-
tentions, and skepticism about the
possibility of organizing economic
and social life in a more sensible fash-
ion.”

An attack on the working class

It is hard to believe that Secretary
Gorbachev considers this to be mere
criticism. No, this criticism is alto-
gether programmaticin character and
it is anti-working class beyond any
and all doubt. It’s the kind of criticism
that was rampant from the earliest
days of the Revolution and continued
into the late 1920s.

Except for slight changes in form,
Shmelyov’s attacks are a rewrite 70
years later of the propaganda of the
Russian bourgeoisie, landlords and
bosses. Not even the Social Revolu-
tionaries and Mensheviks, enemies of
the Soviet regime, ever resorted to
such tripe.

Isn’t it a fact that workers here in
the U.S. hear this same type of attack
again and again in the capitalist
press? Who has not heard the accusa-
tions of laziness, low productivity, dis-
interest in production and the work
ethic?

What are the causes of it?

According to the Shmelyov thesis,
“The reason for our difficulties is not
merely the heavy burden of military
expenditures and the very costly scope
of the country’s global responsibili-
ties.” He’s brushing off what has been
seen as the main problem, not only in
the USSR but in the capitalist coun-
tries as well. How can anyone deny
that the heavy burden imposed by im-
perialist armaments on the whole
world, not-just the USSR, is one of the
basic reasons for a declining living
standard?

Of course, he wouldn’t care to give a
breakdown of how much the imperial-
ist-imposed burden of armaments
consumes of the Soviet gross national
product. As amatter of fact,ithaslong
been the hope of the imperialists that
the acceleration of the arms race
would ultimately bankrupt the USSR.

Shmelyov on ‘objective laws’
of economics

Shmelyov, however, says the prob-
lem isn’t just the heavy burden of
military expenditures. What then isit?
And here he finally discloses the real
crux of the matter:

“Tt is the persistent and prolonged
attempts to circumvent the objective
laws of economic life and to suppress
established, age-old work incentives
that has ultimately led to results op-
posite to those being sought.”

Now, this is something really worth
examining. What objective laws of
economic life have been circum-
vented? Which age-old work incen-
tives have been suppressed?

First of all, there are no objective
laws of economic life in general. Marx
claimed to have discovered only the
objective laws governing capitalist
gsociety. Does Shmelyov know of any
other laws that govern economic life?
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What were the “age-old work incen-
tives” under slavery, for instance?

Under feudalism? What work incen--

tives were there under the czarist
autocracy when the bosses owned and
controlled the plants and the land-
lords worked the peasants to death?
What age-old work incentives is he
talking about that were destroyed?

Marx discovered capitalist accumu-
lation. This law was not circumvented
in the USSR, it was abolished by the
proletarian revolution. The law of the
extraction of surplus value by the cap-
italists from the exploited working
class was not circumvented — it too
was abolished.

As long as the capitalist class ex-
isted in Russia, as long as they were
allowed to own and operate the plants,
there existed the law of capitalist ac-
cumulation and the law of the extrac-
tion of surplus value, that is, of ex-
ploiting the workers and reducing
them to wage slaves. Those were the
fundamental objective laws govern-
ing economic life in the entire preced-
ing era that began with the develop-
ment of capitalism in the USSR,
which Lenin analyzed in his “The De-
velopment of Capitalism in Russia”
(first printed in 1899, Collected Works,
Vol. 3, pages 21-607).

There was no circumvention of these
laws. There was outright abolition by
virtue of the seizure of power by the
workers and the overthrow of the land-
lords and the bourgeoisie.

What is Shmelyov driving at? Cer-
tainly if the Soviet economy is up
against certain objective laws, those
laws must be enumerated and care-
fully examined to see if they can be
modified or abolished, or if the system
can be put in accord with them. On
this point he is silent, as are all his co-
thinkers.

Laws of capitalist development

However, he does give us sufficient
reason to believe that what he has in
mind is really a restoration in some
form of the laws of capitalist develop-
ment. For we read, “If we do not admit
that the rejection of Lenin’s New
Economic Policy imposed severe diffi-
culties on the building of socialism in
the USSR, we will doom ourselves
once again — as in 1953 and 1965 — to
half-measures, and half-measures, as
we know, are often worse than no
measures at all. The ‘administered’
economy that replaced the NEP was
by its very nature unable to address
questions of quality and efficiency
and achieved its quantitative results
in spite of the laws of economics, and
therefore at great cost in material and
human resources.”

$3.95 (add 75¢ for postage)
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A new bourgeois grouping in the USSR criticizes perestroika as
not going far enough. One of its representatives calls for more
unemployment plus a return to the
‘objective laws of economic life’ and
‘age-old work incentives.” When Lenin was
forced to introduce the NEP in the 1920s,
he called all this by its right name: a step
backward to capitalism, not a new stage of
socialist construction.

There you have it. What Shmelyovis
really for is the restoration of the New
Economic Policy (NEP) of the early
1920s. He and some of his co-thinkers,
like Fedor Burladskii, A.P. Dutenko
and E.A. Ambartsumov, all lean in the
direction of harking back to a difficult
period which socialist construction
has overcome. .-

Some of the new bourgeois reformist
economists in Eastern Europe, espe-
cially Hungary and Poland, have also
shown a strong inclination in the di-
rection of the NEP.

What was this period and how
should we characterize it? How did
Lenin, who proposed it, characterize
it?

Lenin’s New Economic Policy

The New Economic Policy was for-
mulated and introduced by Lenin in
October 1921. “At the beginning of
1918,” said Lenin in a report to the
Second Congress of Political Educa-
tion Departments (Collected Works,
Vol. 33, pages 62-67), “we expected a
period in which peaceful construction
would be possible. When the Brest
peace was signed, it seemed that dan-
ger had subsided for a time and that it
would be possible to start peaceful
construction. But we were mistaken
because in 1918 real military danger
overtook us. . . and then came the out-
break of civil war which dragged on
until 1920.

“Partly owing to the war problems
that overwhelmed us, and partly ow-
ing to the desperate position in which
the Republic found itself when the im-
perialist war ended — owing to these
circumstances, and a number of oth-
ers, we made the mistake of deciding
to go over directly to communist pro-
duction and distribution. We thought
that under the surplus-food appropria-
tion system the peasants would pro-
vide us with the required quantity of
grain, which we could distribute
among the factories and thus achieve
communist production and distribu-
tion. . ..

“That, unfortunately, is a fact. I say
unfortunately, because brief experi-
ence convinced us that that line was
wrong, that it ran counter to what we
had previously written about the tran-
sition from capitalism to socialism,
namely, that it would be impossible to
bypass the period of socialist account-
ing and control in approaching even
the lower stage of communism. Ever
since 1917, when the problem of taking
power arose and the Bolsheviks ex-
plained it to the whole people, our the-
oretical literature has been definitely
stressing the necessity for a pro-
longed, complex transition through
socialist accounting and control from
capitalist society (and the less devel-
oped it is the longer the transition will
take) to even one of the approaches to
communist society.

“At that time, when in the heat of
the Civil War we had to take the neces-
sary steps in economic organization, it
seemed to have been forgotten. In sub-
stance, our New Economic Policy sig-
nifies that, having sustained severe
defeat on this point, we have started a
strategical retreat. We said in effect:
‘Before we are completely routed, let us
retreat and reorganize everything, but
on a firmer basis.’ . . .

“The New Economic Policy means
substituting a tax for the requisition-
ing of food; it means reverting to capi-
talism to a considerable extent — to
what extent we do not know. Conces-
sions to foreign capitalists (true, only

very few have been accepted, espe-
cially when compared with the num-
ber we have offered) and leasing en-
terprises to private capitalists defi-
nitely mean restoring capitalism, and
this is part and parcel of the New Eco-
nomic Policy. . . .

“Theissuein the present waris —who
will win, who will first take advan-
tage of the situation: the capitalist,
whom we are allowing to comein by the
door, and even by several doors (and
by many doors we are not aware of, and
which open without us, and in spite of
us), or proletarian state power? . . .

“On the other hand if capitalism
gains by it, industrial production will
grow, and the proletariat will grow too.
The capitalists will gain from our policy
and will create an industrial proletar-
iat, which in our country, owing to the
war and to the desperate poverty and
ruin, has become declassed, i.e., dis-
lodged from its class groove, and has
ceased to exist as a proletariat. The
proletariat is the class which is en-
gaged in the production of material val-
ues in large-scale capitalist industry.
Since large-scale capitalist industry
has been destroyed, since the factories
are at a standstill, the proletariat has
disappeared. It has sometimes figured
in statistics, but it has not been held
together economically.”

Lenin did not mince words. -He
called things by their real names.

The period preceding NEP had been
characterized by the fact that the pro-
letariat had nearly disappeared as a
result of the imperialist war, the civil
war and the counterrevolution.

“The restoration of capitalism,”
Lenin says, “would mean the restora-
tion of a proletarian class engaged in
the production of socially useful mate-
rial values in big factories employing
machinery. . ..”

Thus, one of the great motivations
for NEP was not just commerce and
trading, it was to restore and build up
a proletariat. How unlike the USSR
today, which has the most numerous
proletariat in the world. Large-scale
production? Of course, the Soviet Un-
ion is second only to the U.S.

“The whole question is who will take
the lead. We must face this issue
squarely — who will come out on top?
Either the capitalists succeed in orga-
nizing first — in which case they will
drive out the Communists and that
will be the end of it. Or the proletarian
state power, with the support of the
peasantry, will prove capable of keep-
ing a proper rein on those gentlemen,
the capitalists, so as to direct capital-
ism along state channels and to create
a capitalism that will be subordinate
to the state and serve the state.”

With respect to the partial restora-
tion of capitalism, Lenin said, “Our
Party must make the masses realize
that the enemy in our midst is anar-
chic capitalism and anarchic com-
modity exchange. We ourselves must
see clearly that the issue in this'stiug-

gleis: Who will win? Who will gain the
upper hand?”

As can be seen, Lenin did not try to
embellish his New Economic Policy.
He said that the question posed by the
partial restoration of capitalism was
who will win, will itlead to the restora-
tion of the old ruling class and old
bourgeoisie and with it the overthrow
of the communist regime, or will the
proletarian dictatorship survive and
get rid of the bourgeoisie?

Not a single phrase in this report or
any other report by Lenin on the sub-
ject praises capitalist trade and
commerce, or the leasing of property to
foreign capitalists. He didn’t sing
paeans to the glories of the capitalist
market. He characterized capitalist
commodity exchange as “the enemy
in our midst.”

Lenin frankly and very clearly
stated that the NEP was a partial re-
turn to capitalism. That is'something
that every school child should know.

After trials and tribulations and
even horrendous mistakes on the part
of the new revolutionary government,
the capitalists did lose out..The NEP
period was finally abolished and so-
cialist construction, vast industrial-
ization and collectivization were be-
gun.

The NEP was an attempt to rescue
the Soviet Union from collapse after
itsindustry had been ravaged and vir-
tually destroyed and the working
class exhausted by the long Civil War,
imperialist intervention, and rebel-
lions — as witness what happened in
Kronstadt. The program was openly
admitted to be a retreat that was nec-
essary in order to take forward steps
later.

All the contending factions in the
Party at that time saw the NEP as a
breathing spell. However, there were
various approaches on how to take the
next step towards reconstructing the
USSR on a socialist basis. The only
question was how to do it. No one
thought of the NEP as a permanent
state of development.

Shmelyov views the NEP as a utopia
But that is not the way Shmelyov
and his supporters are reviewing that
period. “A retreat of sorts it was,” he
says, “but its enduring significance
lies elsewhere. . . . It marked the tran-
sition to a system that would mobilize
rather than suppress all of the work-
ing people’s creative energies — the
transition from ‘administrative so-
cialism’ to ‘economic-accountability
socialism.’ Three practical ideas were
central to Lenin’s plan for putting the
economy on a normal, healthy basis.
First, commodity-money and market
relations were to be developed. ...
Second, economic-accountability
trusts, voluntarily organized into as-
sociations (syndicates) were to be the
economy’s basic operating units.
Third, cooperative property and coop-
Continued on page 11
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Tawana Brawley
& Howard Beach

Once again, a U.S. court has let racist killers
off the hook.

In December 1986, bat-wielding racists at-
tacked three Black men in Howard Beach, N.Y.

Their assault forced Michael Griffith onto a
highway where he ‘was struck by a car and
killed.

This May 25, two of the bigots charged in his
death were let off without having to serve aday
in jail. They were given the mildest, slap-on-
the-wrist sentence of five years’ probation with
200 hours of community service.

These racists had even admitted that they
went to the pizza shop for the purpose of beat-
ing up the Black men. But the judge, who
clearly sympathized with the bigots, decided to
“give them a break.” Griffith, of course, had
gotten no break. The prosecution had no ob-
jection to the two plea deals.

On the very same day the deals were made,
State Attorney General Robert Abrams an-
nounced that the state will seek a contempt ci-
tation against Glenda Brawley, Tawana
Brawley’s mother. This citation can mean 30
days in jail. Why? Because Glenda Brawley
refused to testify before a grand jury investi-
gating the rape and kidnapping of her daugh-
ter.

The state apparatus, aided by the media, has
done everything it possibly can to discredit the
Brawley family, which is refusing to cooperate
with the government unless it appoints a spe-
cial prosecutor to conduct this case and bring
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to justice those who kidnapped, raped and as- -

saulted this 16-year-old Black woman.

After her ordeal in November, Tawana
Brawley maintained that white cops were
among her assaulters. There are indications
that elements within the local sheriff’s office
are involved with this case.

Glenda Brawley’s “crime” is that she wants

a serious investigation into this horrible racist
assault on her daughter, and wants the perpet-
rators punished. The Brawley family and their
attorneys have demanded a special prosecutor,
a demand Gov. Mario Cuomo rejected.

Given the above circumstances, who can
fault Mrs. Brawley and her attorneys, C. Ver-
non Mason and Alton Maddox, for denouncing
the current investigation as an attempt to
cover up for the culprits? In Glenda Brawley’s
own words, “I’'m not the type of person who’s
going to stand back and let them attack my
child and not do anything about it.”

Imagine the uproar if a white woman, the
mother of a rape victim, was being threatened
with arrest for defending her child? But
Glenda and Tawana Brawley are not white,
and that is just the point.

If there are any doubts why Glenda Brawley
feels compelled to risk jail to get justice for
her daughter, one need only look at the kid
gloves treatment given the Howard Beach
thugs in court the very same day to under-

Eating dust
in Panama

U.S.imperialist fortunes in Central America
are sinking fast.

The anti-Nicaragua contra army is in disar-
ray. Guerrilla forces in El Salvador are on the
offensive. And in Panama, U.S. efforts to de-
stabilize the Noriega government appear to
have backfired.

“Noriega has won” declares a prominent ar-
ticle in the New York Times of May 23. The
Times reports that there is a mood of demorali-
zation and resignation among Noriega’s polit-
ical opponents. The regime, having success-
fully resisted U.S. efforts to starve it into sub-
mission, is stronger. Masses of workers stage
regular demonstrations in support of the gov-
ernment and against Yankee intervention.
The political opposition, consisting mostly of
wealthy businessmen and U.S. cronies, is in
crisis.

Washington’s anti-Noriega campaign has
had international repercussions as well. On

Sunday, May 22, the foreign ministers of 13
Caribbean nations issued a unanimous state-
ment calling for an end to foreign intervention
in the affairs of Panama. Representatives
from Trinidad revealed that U.S. diplomats
tried, unsuccessfully, to strong-arm their gov-
ernment into supporting Washington’s policy
in Panama.

What a sign of the times! For a small, under-

developed country like Trinidad to stand up to
U.S. imperialism on an issue like this would
have been inconceivable 20 years ago. Yet to-
day the U.S. can’t get Trinidad or any of the
Caribbean nations or for that matter one sig-
nificant government in all of South America to
support it.
" The anti-Noriega campaign has generated a
lot of confusion in the U.S. Many people here
think that it has something to do with drugs
and keeping drugs out of the U.S. But every
class-conscious worker should know that
Washington’s hatred of Noriega has nothing
whatsoever to do with drugs. The CIA is up to
its ears in drug scandals involving Afghan
counterrevolutionaries and anti-Nicaragua
contras. There are numerous stories every
week of drug-infested corruption in police de-
partments, from small sheriff’s offices in rural
Alabama to the biggest precincts in Brooklyn
and Chicago. Some of the biggest capitalist
banks have been exposed for their role in
laundering drug money.

No, the government’s interest in suddenly
busting drug dealers in Panama is a sham.
They hate Noriega, not because he deals drugs,
but because he won’t go along with U.S. policy
in the region. They hate him because Noriega
is committed to retaining the Panama Canal
at the end of the century, according to the
terms in the U.S.-Panama treaty which was
signed almost ten years ago, but which the
U.S. ruling class now wants to renege on. They
hate Noriega because he’s not a puppet, like
their fascist clients in Guatemala and El Sal-
vador.

Every class-conscious worker in Central and
Latin America knows that thisis thereal issue,
which is why there is universal disgust for the
U.S. position throughout the region.

Yankee imperialism out of Panama and all
of Central America!
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— Cleveland, Texas

Continued from page 1

grand jury and the city council, have
gotten even more vicious. People orga-
nizing protest actions have been re-
ceiving death threat phone calls. De-
spite this tremendous pressure in this
small town 50 miles from Houston, a
protest rally took place on May 21 as
planned.

Faced with the combined might of
the city government, the police and the
state apparatus, who have let Kenneth
Simpson’s killers go scot free, the peo-
ple of Cleveland, Texas, are in need of
active support from all those fighting
racist attacks.

Lea un periédico
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Kenneth Simpson Justice Fund, First
National Bank of Cleveland, Texas,
P.0O. Drawer 1648, Cleveland, Texas
77327. Messages can be sent c/o the
All-Peoples Congress, P.O. Box 52115,
Houston, Texas 77052.

—Vietnam

Continued from page 7

protracted war,” she explained, “the
Vietnamese people have had to
carry out simultaneously two spe-
cific tasks ... maturing and im-
proving the people’s lives, accumu-
lating funds for building socialism,
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fense.”

Madame Thanh during the war
represented the Peoples Revolu-
tionary Government of South Viet-
nam with Madame Binh in Paris
and played an important role in
mobilizing international solidarity
with Vietnam. She described April
30, 1975, as a day “hailed by pro-
gressive people the world over as a
common victory of all forces strug-
gling for peace, justice, freedom,
and social progress. Vietnam par-
ticularly hailed it as a common vic-
tory of the coordinated struggle of
the Vietnamese people and the
anti-war movement in the United
States.

“Ttis a special privilege for me to-
day,” she concluded, “to express our
most sincere appreciation and grat-
itude to all forces and all friends in
the anti-war movement who con-
curred in this common victory.”

Paddy Colligan

Workers World/Mundo Obrero, 46 West 21 Street, New York, N.Y. 10010
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— The Soviet reforms and the thrust from the right

Continued from page 9
erative relations were to be developed
not merely-in the countryside, but in
urban areas as well — in industry,
construction, retail trade and in what
we now call consumer services.”

This reactionary fantasy as de-
scribed by Shmelyov runs up against
the reality of what was taking place.

One, the reintroduction of a com-
modity economy, especially in agrar-
ian relations, gave rise to the kulak
class — the very rich peasants. It
aided the exploiting rich against the
millions of exploited poor. It gave rise
to the avaricious profit-mongers
known as nepmen: the brokers be-
tween city and village, the new trad-
ing class, a new bourgeoisie that be-
came even more hated than the old
one, particularly sinceit aroseright on
the heels of this greatest of all social
revolutions.

That’s not what the working class
and the peasantry had shed their
blood for.

Lenin had no illusions about any of
this. He characterized commodity
production as the enemy that was nec-
essary for a time until it could be su-
perseded by large-scale socialist plan-
ning.

It should be very plain that in Shme-
lyov’s pompous talk about circumvent-
ing the “objective laws of economic
life,” he is talking about the laws gov-
erning capitalism. These had to be
partially restored under trying cir-
cumstances in the USSR, but it was
then necessary to proceed forward to-
ward socialist construction without
the kulaks, without the nepmen, with-
out the myriad of new middlemen, the
new commercial bourgeoisie which
was consuming such a vast part of the
social product and at the same time
strengthening its political role.

Colilectivization of agriculture

The NEP period finally culminated
in crisis. It was necessary to move
forward with the collectivization of
the peasantry, which in turn ushered
in a most difficult period in Soviet his-
tory. Few subjects are as confused
and lend themselves to as much politi-
cal tendentiousness in the present era
of the Soviet reforms as the collectivi-
zation. .

It cannot be stated too categorically
that the collectivization of agriculture
in the USSR was a highly progressive
development. It was in fact an addi-
tional social revolution, a change in
the mode of production from private
ownership to collective semi-socialist
ownership. It at the same time freed
millions of peasants for industry and
created a strong and formidable prole-
tariat that became the basis for the in-
dustrialization of the USSR and the
success of the five-year plans that fol-
lowed.

This is incontestable. But the neo-
bourgeois critics such as Shmelyov de-
liberately confuse this with the forced
pace of collectivization and the re-
pression that accompanied it under
the administration of Stalin, resulting
in wholly unnecessary and unwar-
ranted destruction.

The attempt to disqualify socialist
property in favor of bourgeois private
property, whether it be in agriculture
orindustry, is a reactionary attempt to
bring back the old exploiting order. It
is necessary to show clearly and un-
equivocally what was wrong with the
Stalin method of collectivization, but
at the same time not to confuse the is-
sue so as to support bourgeois decol-
lectivization of agriculture and dis-
member socialist industry under the
guise of decentralization.

(Those who have forthrightly stood
up for maintaining a centralized
economy have bzen ousted. Nikolai
Baibakov, the head of GOSPLAN, the
Seoviet planning agency, was removed

in 1985; N. Patolichev, the former head
of the foreign trade department, was
also removed in 1985 and the govern-
ment’s monopoly on foreign trade was
breached, as we’ve pointed out in ear-
lier articles; and N. Gluskov, a former
head of GOSKOMPSEN and an oppo-
nent of the reform, was removed in
1986. [Reform of the Soviet Economy,
by Ed Hewitt, page 283f, Brookings
Institution, 1988.])

It is necessary to distinguish the re-
pression and arbitrary decision-mak-
ing of the Stalin period from socialist
administrative measures in general,
which are necessary for the function-
ing of a socialist economy.

Again and again the neobourgeois
economists use the terms “adminis-
trative measures” and ‘“command
economy.” While they may apply in
some areas, it has become ever so clear
with each passing day that they are
subterfuges for attacking socialist
planning and administration of the
economy.

This should not be confused with le-
gitimate criticism to overcome bu-
reaucracy, over-centralized ministries
and arbitrary management decisions.
That’s a different aspect of the strug-
gle.

Shmelyov wants to
elevate private agriculture

“The decision on the new economic
mechanism in agriculture,” says
Shmelyov, “is a half-measure. We need
to go the rest of the way. . . . Collective
and state farms must have theright to
sell their output freely to state and co-
operative organizations and to con-
sumers. . . . Personal auxiliary farm-
ing must be put on a par with collec-
tive farming in terms of both economic
and social rights.”

These are ill-disguised measures to
undermine collective farms rather
than develop them further. Personal
and collective farming are put on an
equal basis. But the unrestricted right
to buy and sell is nothing but an open
road to commodity production. The
idea that a buy-and-sell money econ-
omy would lead to small farms, with
their vaunted individual initiative
and enterprise, supplying the im-
mense Soviet economy with its 280
million people — that is nothing but a
fantasy, a reactionary utopia.

The socialist organization of agri-
culture and its liaison or coordination
with industry can raise Soviet agricul-
ture to the status of an industry like

. any other. Socialist ownership is what

will pave the way toward the commu-
nist organization of society. This neo-
bourgeois layer of economists and pol-
iticians is not attempting to promote
the socialist reconstruction of society
insofar as agriculture is concerned,
but wants to pull it back to an earlier,
outmoded bourgeois form.

One would think that the lesson of
Poland, where collectivization was
long ago abolished for the most part,
would be sufficient to show them
where this leads. Small farming is the
bane of the Polish economy. Food
shortages are an ever-present phe-
nomenon.

Need to further socialize and
modernize Soviet agriculture

Soviet agriculture has evolved from
private farming to collectives and par-
tially to state farming. The next step
should be the organization of agricul-
ture as an integrated industrial ele-
ment of the entire socialist scientific
and technological complex of the
USSR. In fact, steps taken in the ear-
lier era of the development of collec-
tives into state farms showed a great
deal of promise but were not carried
forward on a mass scale.

Attempts to discredit these efforts
should be resisted. Where the amal-
gamation of collective farms into state

farms was not well calculated or orga-
nized, these errors should not be used
as a means to attack the principle of
the conversion of collective farms into
state farms. This is a step backward.

“We must finally decide once and for
all what is most important to us,” con-
tinues Shmelyov, “to have an abun-
dance of food or to eternally indulge
an assortment of irresponsible loud-
mouths and proponents of equality in
poverty. We need to call stupidity, in-
competence and active Stalinism by
their proper names. We,.need to do
whatever it takes to ensure an ample
supply of foodstuffs, for without that
the idea of activating the human fac-
tor will go nowhere.”

He equates abundance with the cap-
italist market. The struggle for social
equality, for communism, he equates
with poverty. All this is lumped to-

gether with ‘“stupidity,” “incompe-

tence” and “Stalinism.”

“Atonetime,” hesays, “the elimina-
tion of the kulaks as a class was put
forward as the motto.”” He then
mourns the elimination of the kulaks
and says that what was abolished was
the peasant class.

It is true that millions of peasants
suffered as a result of the forced char-
acter of Stalin’s collectivization, but it
is a wildly gross exaggeration to say
that the peasants were abolished.
They form what became the industrial
and rural proletariat. Would the USSR
be today the second greatest world
power without them? Crocodile tears
for the peasants are in reality a cover
for sympathy with the kulaks, who
exploited and robbed the peasantry.

Shmelyov treats the peasantry as
one undifferentiated mass with the ku-
laks. He deliberately omits the Leni-
nist approach to the peasantry both
before and after the revolution. The
Bolsheviks fought for all the peasants.
(“Land to the peasants” was their slo-
gan both before and during the revolu-
tion.) But in the socialist phase of the
revolution, the Bolsheviks differenti-
ated between: first, the kulaks, who by
definition employed wage labor
(that’s what made them rich peas-
ants); second, the middle peasants
who did not employ wage labor and
worked the land themselves; and
third, the poor peasants, the landless
peasants and the wage laborers on the
land.

The vast majority of the peasants
were not kulaks and should not be con-
fused with them, as Shmelyov does, as
though the collectivization process
with its repression destroyed every-
body. These exaggerations only help
the bourgeois interpretations of Soviet
history.

To sum up, we see that Shmelyov
equates a partial return to capitalism
with the development of socialism. He
lauds the NEP policy, not for what
Lenin meant it to be — a temporary
period of coexistence with capitalist
commodity production — but rather as

a long-term projection of socialist de-
velopment.

He then further equates the aboli-
tion of the kulaks, the exploiters of the
peasantry, with the abolition of the
peasantry as a class. Moreover, he
sees abundance of food as a natural,
inevitable product of the capitalist
market, forgetting in the meantime
that capitalist abundance brings
abundance of profits at one pole and
misery and poverty at the other pole.
This kind of abundance invariably
leads to capitalist overproduction and
the anarchy of a capitalist crisis.

Small farms disappear in U.S.

His prescription for a retreat to
small-scale agriculture even disre-
gards the progress being made in the
metropolitan imperialist countries.
What has the much-vaunted free en-
terprise system of imperialism done to
agriculture? Is there a free enterprise
system in agriculture in the U.S.?

Agriculture in the U.S. is collecti-
vized. Only 1% of the population own
their own farms. The rest are huge
agribusiness conglomerates that are
organized, coordinated and controlled
by big business, by the huge chemical
and high-tech industries, especially in
pharmaceuticals, biotechnology and
the production of fertilizer. All of it is
organized on the basis of huge farms.

The tendency toward this was
pointed out by Lenin himself in his
writings on agriculture in the U.S. To-
day farming is one of the best orga-
nized high-tech industries, but it is
owned privately by the millionaires
and billionaires. While there is splen-
did coordination between industry
and agriculture, the virus that kills it
all is the private ownership of the
means of production and the predom-
inance of the banks and the huge mul-
tinationals.

Politically, the attacks from the
right are directed against Stalinism.
Of course, Stalin is now an easy tar-
get, so it becomes all the easier to
equate Stalinism with Leninism and
communism, an argument that leads
back to bourgeois norms in the strug-
gle for the restructuring of the Soviet
economy and back to bourgeois ideol-
ogy. It is a broad attack against com-
munism, and Stalin is merely a con-
venient symbol.

The neobourgeoisie attack pere-
stroika not because they are opposed
toitin principle but because, as Shme-
lyov says, the reforms go only half-
way toward capitalism. They are for
accelerating the process, but they put
it in the framework of a bourgeois eco-
nomic critique of the Soviet economy.
Politically, they pretend to be attack-
ing only the “high-handed,” “admin-
istrative,” “command” strategy of ear-
lier Soviet administrations. In reality,
they go far, far beyond that. They go to
the very essence of what socialism is
and the perspective for the Soviet
economy.

Palestinian women protest
at San Francisco consulate

One hundred Palestinian women
“and children and other women sup-
porters picketed the Israeli consulate
in downtown San Francisco on May
16 to demand an end to Israeli repres-
sion and occupation of the West Bank
and Gaza.

The protest highlighted the key role
played by Palestinian women in the
heroic resistance. Many of the women
wore traditional Palestinian dress,
and waved huge Palestinian flags.
The protest was organized by the Un-
ion of Palestinian Women’s Associa-
tion. :

The demonstrators used a sound
system to explain the Palestinian
struggle against the Israeli repression
to hundreds of passersby and to ask
for solidarity and support. Many of
the people stood quietly to watch, as
the children, nearly all under 10,
chanted, “Children say no to Israeli
occupation!”

The police continually threatened to
stop the sound system, and “bring in
all available manpower to monitor
your conduct,” but the women re-
mained undeterred, and the demon-
stration continued for a solid two
hours.
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Sindicalistas describen la realidad
en la Republica Dominicana

By Rosa Maria de la Torre

Recientemente, estuvieron en Nue-
va York dos representantes de el Sin-
dicato de Trabajadores de la Corpora-
cién de Electricidad (SITRACODE) de
La Repiiblica Dominicana donde se
reunieron con grupos y organizaciones
de solidaridad. Los compaiieros Rafael
Bello Ortiz y Luis Tejada enfatizaron
la importancia de la solidaridad entre
sindicatos y aclararo que necesitan
prepararse para responder a los ata-
ques de los capitalistas y del gobierno.

El SITRACODE tiene 26 aiios de
existencia y cuenta con aproximada-
mente 5,200 obreros sindicalizados de
una fuerza obrera de 6,000. Es uno de
los sindicatos mas antiguos del pais.
Mientras la crisis energética se agudi-
za, en la Repiblica Dominicana el Sin-
dicato de Trabajadores de la Corpora-
ci6on de Electricidad intensifica su la-
bor como instrumento de lucha y se
prepara para una confrontacién con los
capitalistas, el FMI y el gobierno, ya
que los capitalistas culpan al sindicato
por la crisis.

El Sindicato plantea que se sigan
construyendo las plantas hidroeléctri-
cas, se mantenga una politica de man-
tenimento y que se respeten los contra-
tos, ya que los trabajadores no tienen
derecho a la salud pese aque seles des-
cuentan cuotas de sus salarios. El ar-
ticulo 807 es violado ya que dicho arti-
culo estipula que se forme un comité de
higieney comprar equipo de proteccién

indispensable para la labor de los elec-
tricistas. .

La compaiia de electricidad de la
Repiblica Dominicana se supone es
auténoma y nacionalizada. Pero el
Fondo Monetario Internacional ha es-
tado presionando al gobierno para que
venda la compaiiia a grupos privados
para generar fondos para pagar la deu-
da externa a los bancos de Estados
Unidos. A su vez el sector privado estd
dispuesto a comprar la compaiiia siem-
pre que logren destruir el sindicato.

Por su parte el SITRACODE y otros
sindicatos de la Repiiblica Dominicana
piensan que la deuda externa no se
puede pagar.

La compaiiia de electricidad ya ini-
cié el ataque contra los trabajadores,
ya se han despedido a unos 300 em-
pleados entre los que se incluyen lide-
res sindicales y obreros con muchos
afios de trabajo en la compaiiia eléctri-
ca.
E1 SITRACODE busca el apoyo y so-
lidaridad de los obreros en los Estados

Unidos ya que sélo un frente unido de
la clase obrera podra detener a los ex-
plotadores. En Estados Unidos se en-
cuentra un sector de aproximadamen-
te de un mill6n de obreros dominicanos
quienes principalmente radican en el
area de Nueva York. Estos obreros son
explotados por las mismas corporacié-

" nes internacionales que explotan a los

obreros de la Republica Dominicana,
asf es que piden el respaldo tanto mo-
ral como econémico de los sindicatos de
este pafs.
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Miembros del Sindicato 1199 protestan
por sus derechos laborales.

Nueva York. El domingo 22 de ma-
yo, cerca de 400 trabajadores hospitala-
rios, miembros del sindicato de la salud
1199, protestaron en Manhattan frente al
edificio del Ejército de Salvaci6n ubica-
do en la calle 14. Desde €l 27 de julio
los trabajadores del Booth Memorial
Hospital se encuentran trabajando sin
contrato, y la administraci6n le ha nega- | ,
do a estos trabajadores los derechos a
servicios médicos. 3

El sindicato ha declarado: que el
Ejército de Salvaci6n predica la herman-
dad entre los seres humanos cuando en
realidad lo que esté ocurriendo es que se
estd destruyendo sisteméticamente los
beneficios laborales.

El sindicato 1199 representa a los tra-
bajadores de las escuelas médicas y hos-
pitales, y recientemente a las enfermeras
a domicilio. — Por Petra Guerra.

La crisis en Polonia y el rol de EE.UU.

Por Lucinda Sintierra

"""" R R

La ola de huelgas que ha padecido
Polonia han llegado a su fin, pero los
problemas fundamentales y las causas
de la reciente crisis no han sido resuel-
tas y por lo tanto necesitan ser encara-
das.

Las demandas de los trabajadores
eran sélo de caracter econémico y fué
una respuesta justificada al alza de
precios. A pesar de esto las autorida-
des gubernamentales han respondido
con un ataque contra los obreros. Esto
a su vez ha permitido el resurgimiento
de la organizacién Solidaridad, que es
una agrupacién contra-revolucionaria
y que busca derrotar la industria esta-
tal socialista que es el sistema bésico
de la economia polaca.

Antecedentes

E1 10 de octubre de 1987, el gobier-
no de Polonia anunci6 esta serie de re-
formas econémicas, hechas para satis-
facer las demandas de los banqueros
capitalistas internacionales y al go-
bierno de los EE.UU. y es aqui donde
se encuentran las raices de la crisis que
afecta Polonia.

Por afios la estrategia capitalista ha
sido crear la dependencia econ6mica
de Polonia, al mercado capitalista. En
los aiios 60, los economistas y dirigen-

tes gubernamentales en Polonia, co-
menzaron aceptar préstamos de los
bancos capitalistas, y ahora, en los 80s,

. ladeuda externa ha subido a US$30 bi-

llones y no la pueden pagar.

Reformas economicas

Dentro de todas estas reformas eco-
némicas la mas importante y daiiina
consiste en la desintegracién del siste-
ma bancario nacional de Polonia para
volverlo al camino de la competencia
capitalista y desvincularla del control
gubernamental.

El sistema bancario estaba al servi-
cio del desarrollosocialista de 1a econo-
mia de Polonia, ahora se rompe en pe-
queiias unidades que compiten entre
ellas y son méas o menos independien-
tes del gobierno. Esto tendra como con-
secuencias un mayor auge al sector
privado que le da una ventaja ante el
sector socialista de la economia, en

particular la industria pesada que es -

el niicleo principal de la industria de
Polonia.

Otros aspectos de la desintegracién
del sistema bancario es que permite a

los bancos prestar con mas facilidad al
sector privado, que ha crecido mucho
en los iltimos afios.

En breve las otras reformas econ6-
micas que se estan llevando a cabo es
que se permitira a las facilidades in-
dustriales declararse en bancarrota,
siendo los mas perjudicados los traba-
jadores que tendran que pagar las deu-
das de estas compaiiias. Se vincularan
los salarios de los obreros con la pro-
ductividad, esto significa la acelera-
cién del trabajo y promover la compe-
tencia y desunién entre los trabajado-
res en vez de la solidaridad.

Se venderan acciones de la compa-
fifa a los empleados, y se instituciona-
lizar4n controles de salarios y precios.
Esto es un problema, ya que los sala-
rios no suben al equivalente al costo de
vida. Otra reforma es el recorte de sub-
sidios gubernamentales a la vivienda
piblica y transportaci6n, y la abolicién
de algunas formas de control de la ren-
ta.

FMI y bancos capitalistas
El FMI y los bancos capitalista han
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obligado a Polonia a subir los precios

en el pais, ademas de las reformas eco-

némicas para pagar la deuda externa.

El partido comunista a cargo podria so-

lidarizarse con la clase obrera y recha-

zar las demandas de los bancos impe--
rialistas, pero se han puesto en la po-

sicién indefendible de atacar a los tra-

bajadores en huelga por un sueldo su-

ficiente para vivir.

A su vez la organizacién reacciona-
ria, Solidaridad, est4 tratando de usar
esta lucha econ6mica de los trabajado-
res como una campaiia contra el esta-
do polaco y le dan la bienvenida a la in-
tervencién de los bancos imperialistas.

En Polonia las industrias basicas
son del estado pero hay un sector gran-
de de la economia que es capitalista y
el 80% de la agricultura estd en manos
privadas.

A la larga el capitalismo y el socia-
lismo no pueden co-existir. Son 2 mo-
dos de produccién antagénicos, uno ba-
sado en la clase obrera como duefios de
los modos de produccién, y el otroen la
propiedad privada y la explotacién de
los obreros.

El gobierno de Polonia no puede con-
tinuar en los dos campos, son los tra-
bajadores los que van a sufrir més ex-
plotacién y pobreza.



