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——— Israel tries to starve

No niatter what San-
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maw b e | Palestinian resistance
and continues dirty ‘ S

cntrawar. 3,8 | Bans food aid to refugees but struggle continues

By Joyce Chediac

HAITI

January 20 — The Israeli regime is
trying to starve the Palestinian people

Why were US ShlpS into submission after six weeks of
off coast durlng phony massive resistance to military occupa-
election? ’ tion by the unarmed populace.

' 3 Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak

Rabin, in a move seen throughout the
world as cruel, barbaric and in viola-
tion of all human and political rights,
yesterday banned food shipments by
relief agencies or any private sources
to the hundreds of thousands of Pales-
tinians confined behind barbed wire
in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.

The Israeli government has de-

CUBA & KOREA

A welcome act of
solidarity puts a dent
in imperialism’s

. clared emergency police powers in
games. AnalySIS by east Jerusalem for the first time since
Sam Marcy. 9 annexation 21 years ago and has

sealed off all of Gaza’s eight refugee

camps, confining 244,000 Palestini-
| ans to their homes under 24-hour cur-
few. Some camps have been held under
this military siege for as long as ten
days. Palestinians are not allowed to

SCABS OUT,

UNI ONS IN ¥ . 5 . . e A '_-'ACKWELL walk on thestreet or go to work. ——
- - Solidarity actions in San Francisco, Buffalo. More than 250 The camps are almost dut of food.
Paper workers face tri- Palestinians and their supporters picketed the Israeli consulate in San | while women are permitted to leave

FranciscoondJan. 15in an emergency action (shown above) to demand no

: 5 - them f h t h day t
deportations of Palestinians from the West Bank and Gaza. The protest, e O 0 S0 s

ple threat: IP, corpo-

rate links and Gov. called by the Palestine Solidarity Committee, followed by less than a week lslifg::l tf]c;r eﬁ%ﬁéﬁglsyc;gge?: ;g\(rlo%eg
McVeto. But strike is a similar demonstration of 400. In Buffalo, N.Y., 100 people braved arctic relief workers are now officially

. . weather to hold a march from City Hall to the Federal Building. Children banned from making regular distribu-
gaming Support_‘ 1 O led that march called by the Arab-American Federation.

Continued on page 2

King Day marches say ‘No to raclsm"

From Atlanta
to Ann Arbor
to Austin
to Arizona
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What's the meaning of
King legacy?

Black firefighters in Bay Area
lead fight for equality

Newburgh youth shot just
for being Black

See centerfold
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— Israel cuts food but can’t quell revolt

Continued from page 1

tions of food in the camps. A family of
14 in the Khan Yunis camp told Na-
tional Public Radio on Jan. 18, before
the latest edict, that they had run out
of cooking oil and had only one bag of
flour left. .

This is no less than an attempt to
starve the Palestinians into submis-
sion. The Israeli generals themselves
are openly calling it “collective pun-
ishment,” without mentioning that
such acts are defined as war crimes by
the 1949 Geneva Accords.

Even the Israeli military has to ad-

mit that sheer terror and brute force
have failed to stop the 40-day-old up-
rising of the Palestinian people en-
gulfing the Israeli-occupied West
Bank and Gaza Strip.

Despite a 24-hour curfew in every
camp in Gaza, demonstrations are
still breaking through where the Is-
raeli troop strength is the weakest, or
where the repression is especially of-
fensive. Shopkeepers in the West Bank
have been on strike for more than a
month, and store owners in east Jeru-
salem have joined them.

The Israeli military is known for be-

‘Israeli army keeps wounded from hospitals’

By P. Kimball
Chicago

Two hundred Chicagoans assem-
bled Jan. 17 for an update on the upris-
ing in Palestine, organized by the Pal-
estine Solidarity Committee and
many other groups. Here’s a sample of
the shocking stories they heard:

“In the last week, six have died from
tear gas alone, mostly young children
and babies. There is a wave of miscar-
riages in Gaza, otherwise healthy fe-
tuses born dead, perhaps due to the
gas. The canisters are stamped, ‘Made
in USA-1988. Our Jerusalem office is
overwhelmed by reports of atrocities —
the Israeli army destroys blood
plasma and x-ray machines, and
keeps the wounded from the hospi-
.tals.” (Louise Cainkar, Palestine Hu-
~man Rights Campaign and Database

Project.)

“The Israeli occupation force in the
West Bank and Gaza is now twice the
.size of the force that invaded the areas

.in 1967. They have 120,000 soldiers to

suppress a million and a half people
who are utterly without arms.” (Ibra-
him Abu-Lughod, Palestine National
Council.)

“The Gaza strip is the densest
non-urban area in the world. Each
street has an open sewer; they run into
large cesspools in the middle of-the
camps. Thirty per cent of the people
have parasitic infections; 20% have
hepatitis. And it is against the law for
the Palestinians to organize garbage
collection. Then tour buses stop, and
tourists take photographs of the gar-
bage. The conditions are the most de-
grading I’ve ever seen, but the people
take every opportunity to resist.”
(Dwight Conguergood, Northwestern
University.) '

Palestinians and U. S supp(‘)rters

have staged five demonstrations here :

since Dec. 24, ranging from 200 to 500
people. Seven face criminal trespass
charges for sitting in at the Israeli
consulate. More actions are being
planned by a broad emergency coali-
tion.

ing exceptionally tight lipped, and
rarely admitting any problems. But on
Jan. 12, the Hebrew-language news-
paper Yedoit Ahronot quoted what it
called “an unprecedented statement”
made by a top army officer admitting
thatin Gaza “theresidents control the
main roads. There is not a car that
goes. into the strip without getting a
stone. . . The strip today is a place of
wildness.” And that same day Hirsch
Goodman, military analyst for the:.Je-
rusalem Post, had to say that despite

*the iron fist of the army, the Palestin-
ian protests have only gained in in-
tensity.

In fact, the worldwide outcry at the
murders, mass arrests, curfews and
expulsions has been so loud and so
widespread that the Israeli Foreign
Ministry recently drew up a briefing
paper entitled, “Ten ways Israel is not
like South Africa”! But to those who
have viewed on TV the apartheid re-
gime’s assaults on Black youth last
year, and the Israeli army’s attacks on

unarmed Palestinian teenagers this

month, the comparisons between Is-
rael and that other U.S.-backed settler
state in Africa are all too clear.

Police assault mosques

A particularly offensive police riot
took place on Friday, Jan. 15, the Mos-
lem sabbath and a day set aside to
honor those killed by the Israeli mili-
tary in the month of rebellion.

Israeli repressive forces, which were
upped to 1,000 that day in east Jerusa-
lem, began the assault after several
hundred young men emerged from the
Al Agsa mosque chanting. Reporters
say they saw the Israeli police enter Al
Agsa and the Dome of the Rock mos-
ques, two of the most sacred shrines in
all of Islam, firing tear gas and club-

‘bing, Palestlmans Non-Moslems are
" not permitted in the mosques.

The Temple Mount’s Makasad Hos-
pital reported treating more than 80
Palestinians injured in the attack,
including a 4-month-old baby and a
70-year-old woman. Among those
beaten were two photographers. Oth-
ers had their film confiscated.

This is the reality of occupation to-
day. Is it any wonder that, despite Is-
raeli guns and muscle, the anger of the
Palestinian people still burhs bright?

Meanwhile, ignoring an interna-
tional outcry against the deportation
of Palestinians, on Jan. 14 the Israeli
government expelled four Palestinian
men. In a Catch 22 situation, the Is-
raeli military court, claiming “secu-
rity reasons,” refused to reveal either
the charges they were convicted of, or
the evidence against them! The four
West Bank residents have begun a sit-
in at a Red Cross center in eastern
Lebanon, demanding to return to their
country.

Back here at home, the Reggan ad-
ministration maintains that it has
nothing to do with this repression in
Gaza and in the West Bank. But the
truth is that neither the murders of
Palestinian youth, the mass arrests,
nor even the occupation itself would be
possible without the whopping $3.5
billion a year that Washington cur-
rently gives Tel Aviv.

Of course, now that the whole world
is watching unarmed Palestinian
teenagers, children and women being
shot down every day by Israeli troops,
Washington is very anxious to down-
play the fact that it calls the shots in
Tel Aviv. But this is all the more rea-
son for progressive and working peo-
ple here to brihg out that Israel is a
puppet of the U.S. and a battering ram
for imperialism against the national

hberatlon movements in the Arab
world. A

'EXTRA! EXTRA!

‘Read Workers World Newspaper!

30th
ANNIVERSARY
BUILDING FUND

lassivi
shits gowi SU

We need your help to do that. Begin a new year of
struggle with a contribution to the Workers World 30th
Anniversary Building Fund. Invest in WORKERS WORLD. For
your future. And the future of humanity.

- s SN e GL M FE mer m BE  3m, o B B I R T i T R LN

Please mail your check today to the WW Building Fund. For

and oppressed people. Many
become subscribers, and as new
X ™~ readers, they learn to count on
WORKERS WORLD as an honest,
reliable source of news they can't
get in the big business press.

In order to sell the paper, we have
to produce it. That means we need
space to research, write, edit,
develop pictures, lay out, and do
all the other tasks needed to mail out the paper to
you each week. In a year and a half when our lease
runs out, WORKERS WORLD must purchase new

Breves

Israel cuts food to Palestinians....................
Israeli army keeps wounded from hospitals ........
Central American peace rebuffed by Reagan ..
Haiti general strike answers phony election ....
Spain ousts U.S. military jets
South Korea stages crude frameup in plane crash ..
KALOO7 hoaxunravels . .....oviviniiinnnninian,
Philippine death squads —the US.role.......... 4

INTERNATIONAL

¢ 4 Selling WORKERS WORLD on a Cuba says ‘Si!’ to Korea solidarity, by Sam Marcy .9
1 e : NATIONAL ,

R workers W s { ? busy. stree_t carHenorim, the Legalized abortion 15yearslater................. 5

Black sithes subways is an important way of ACTUP interview ............. s 5

A : g AIDS activists protest drug profiteering ........... 5

' getting the paper out to working Dr.King’slegacy ................ccciiiiiiinnnn, 6

King Day actions coasttocoast................... 6
Bay Area Black firefighters
Newburgh, N.Y., Black youth shot
Spiritof Crazy Horsewins....................... 8
Mainepaperstrike ........ .ol
On the picketline
‘Kiko’ Martinez
Jackson Prison

FEATURES AND EDITORIALS

Never enough for Reaganites
Wall Street’s Brady bunch

Martin Luther King
Colombia ..

NOTICIAS EN ESPANOL

office space.

_ A

46 W. 21 St.,, N.Y., N.Y. 10010

Telephone: (212) 255-0352

Vol. 30, No. 4/Jan. 28, 1988

Closing news date: Jan. 20, 1988

4 Ca En e D WL OGN e .

Editor: Deirdre Griswold
Technical Editor: Lallan Stein

Managing Editors: John Catalinotto, Joyce Chediac, Robert Dobrow,

Sharon Shelton, Gary Wilson ~

Contributing Editors: Monica Moorehead, Carmen Roundtree, Andy
Stapp; Prison Page: Leslie Feinberg; Special Supplement: Shelley
Ettinger; Technical Staff: Sharon Ayling, Pat Chin, Mark Doran, Ken
Franson, Marsha Goldberg, Gin T. Loy, Katy Rosen, Steve Schultz;

Mundo Obrero: Carl Glenn, Petra Guerra, Teresa Gutierrez, Santiago

more information write to WW Building Fund, 46 West 21 St.
New York, NY 10010. Or call us at (212) 255-0352

Name . .

Address

Citv/State/Zip

Phana

e Apt.

Manque-Milla, Rosa Maria de la Torre, David Perez, Lucinda Sintierra,
Octavio Vargas, Angela Vera; Darkroom Staff: G. Dunkel, Fabian, Susan
Rotgard.

Workers World (ISSN-0043-809X) is published weekly by WW Publishers, 46 W. 21
St, N.Y, N.Y. 10010. Business office: (212) 255-0352. Editorial office: (212) 206-8222.
Subscriptions: One year: $10.00; 6 months: $6.00. All letters received by Workers
World become the property of the newspaper. We reserve the right to print letters in
condensed form. Back issues and individual articles are available’on microfilm
and/or Xerox from University Microfilms International, 300 Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor,
Mich. 48106. Second class postage paid at New York, N.Y. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to Workers World, 46 W. 21 St, New York, N.Y. 10010.

Bundle rates available on request.




Workers World/Jan. 28, 1988 Page 3

Reagan rebuffs peace plan, seeks more contra aid

As we go to press, President Rea-
gan has reported to Congress that
he has resumed shipments of arms
to the contras because he doesn’t
believe the Nicaraguan government
has acted in “good faith” in agree-
ing to direct talks with contra lead-
ers. Said one congressional oppo-
nent: “This proves the White House
does not want peacein Central Amer-
ica. They want a military victory at
all costs.”

By Carl Glenn

The Reagan administration failed
1n a concerted effort to wreck the nego-
tiations of the Central American pres-
idents in Costa Rica this past weekend
in order to get renewed contra fund-
ing, due to come before Congress Feb.
3.

Nicaraguan President Daniel Or-
tega announced Nicaragua’s willing-
ness to meet directly with the U.S.-or-
ganized counterrevolutionary merce-

naries to arrange a ceasefire, leaving

no doubt of Nicaragua’s sincerity in
trying to find a peaceful resolution to
the war. The White House call for re-
newed funding for its mercenary army
immediately following the close of the

summit meeting left the U.S. position
bare of any moral ornamentation.

The purpose of the meeting of the
presidents of Guatemala, El Salvador,
Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica
was to review the progress made to-
wards implementing the agreement
they had signed in Guatemala City
last Aug. 7. That agreement has been
bitterly opposed from the first by the
Reagan administration, which wants
only to see the Sandinista government
overthrown.

With the exception of Nicaragua,
the presidents of the Central Ameri-
can countries share the hopes of Oscar
Avrias, president of Costa Rica and
friend of the contra leaders, for the in-
tegration of the U.S.-sponsored coun-
terrevolution into a domestic political
opposition inside Nicaragua. They
also want to undermine and disarm
the revolutionary struggles of the peo-
ple of El Salvador and Guatemala.

The Sandinista government, on the
other hand, swept to power by a mass
uprising against the Somoza dictator-
ship, has nothing to fear from a demo-
cratic process if it is allowed to func-
tion without the murderous contra at-
tacks.

Since the CIA first began remobiliz-

ing the former Somoza National
Guard into the contra army, Nicara-
gua has suffered more than 50,000 ca-
sualties, including 25,527 dead, the
majority women, children and poor
farmers — a huge figure in a nation of
barely 3.5 million.

The Sandinista government has of-
fended U.S. imperialism by trying to
build a society in which the interests
of the poor and oppressed come first.
In order to do this, it has had to estab-
lish true economic and pohtlcal inde-
pendence from the U.S.

The other countries in the region,
which the Reagan administration
contrasts to Nicaragua as the “Cen-
tral American democracies,” are all
bound hand and foot to U.S. imperial-
ism. U.S. banks and corporations rav-
age their economies and the State De-
partment, the CIA and the Pentagon
manipulate their domestlc and foreign
policy.

Death-squad democracy

In Guatemala, 150,000 people have
been murdered since the CIA over-
throw of the Arbenz government in
1954. El1 Salvador has a similar record
with 50,000 murders since 1980. As in
Guatemala, these are committed by

the army and paramilitary death
squads; the targets are popular lead-
ers, trade unionists, poor people,
women and children massacred to ter-
rorize the population from supporting
the struggle for change.

Today a trial is under way in Costa
Rica in which the Inter-American
Court on Human Rights, a branch of
the Organization of American States
(OAS), is charging the government of
Honduras with responsibility in
death-squad atrocities.

“Killings by government death
squads in Honduras since 1980 are
well known to the Reagan Adminis-
tration and to the Central Intelligence
Agency, which trained Honduran sol-
diers who then worked in death
squads,” according to the Jan. 19 New
York Times, quoting unnamed U.S.
government officials. Two witnesses
due to testify in this case were mur-
dered in Honduras over the last two
weeks.

Reagan’s contra “freedom fighters”
constitute the largest single death
squad in Central America. It is the
right of the Nicaraguan Sandinista
government to use any means at its
disposal to defend the national sover-
eignty and lives of its people.

General strike, boycott unmask Haiti election fraud
U.S. war maneuvers threaten popular movement

By Neville Edwards

January 19 — Amidst a general
strike that paralyzed the entire coun-
try, Haiti’s military junta held what
it called a presidential election on Jan.
18. The junta, headed by Gen. Henry
Namphy, also had to contend with a
successful boycott organized by the
leaders of the opposition.

The “election” was an attempt by
the junta to rescue its image after the
brutal massacre of over 200 people by
the military, police and thugs loyal te
the regime in last November’s elec-
tion. That election was canceled by the
junta. The masses had viewed it as a
means of establishing a civilian gov-
ernment and freeing themselves of the
military regime.

It is clear to the Haitian masses and
the international community that the
recent election was a sham. The U.S.

_bourgeois press has had to admit that
less than 5% of Haiti’s eligible voters
showed up at the polls, that wide-
spread fraud was committed by the
junta, that there was multiple voting,
voting for money and coercion by the
brutal regime.

Absent from the press and media
here, however, is the undeniable fact
that the United States government
and the Pentagon have created the
climate of repression faced by the Hai-
tfan people. After Duvalier was kicked
out of the country by the revolutionary
upsurge of the masses, the U.S. nur-
tured, politically and mlhtanly, the
junta.

In the two years that the junta has
been in -power millions of dollars
worth of military hardware has been
sent to the junta by the U.S. In addi-
tion, military advisers were sent to
Haiti to train the army and police to
deal effectively with what -Washing-
ton calls “mob activity.”

Pretending that they are fnends of
the Haitian masses, imperialist liber-
als like U.S. Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan have stated that the U.S.
should invade. Haiti and set up a “de-
mocracy’”’ for the people.

U.S. military maneuvers
For over a week, the United States
has been conducting military maneu-

vers in the waters around Haiti. More
than 40 warships and over 23,000 mili-
tary personnel are involved in the
“war games” which began Jan. 11 and
are scheduled to continue through
Jan. 26. These are the largest military
maneuvers ever to be conducted in the
area.

According to the Jan. 15 New York
Times, U.S. government officials have
said the fleet could be used to evacuate
thousands of foreigners and 6,000 U.S.
citizens living in Haiti, should vio-
lence erupt. (As in Grenada?) Penta-
gon officials also stated that the fleet,
which has been practicing amphibi-

ous landing on the island of Vieques
near Puerto Rico, is ready in case of

_emergency.”’

What does the mlhtary brass con-
sider an emergency? Is it the brutal
massacre of hundreds of Haitian
workers and peasants by the military
Junta" The.emergency that Washing-
ton fears is the masses rising up and
taking their destiny into their own
hands. It is the-eventual overthrow of
the hated junta and the creation of a
workers’ state that the U.S. is deter-
mined to prevent.

The Haitian people have shown that
despite the military might of the re-

gime, the struggle for true democracy
continues. The general strike was a
shining example of the courageous ef-
forts of the masses. Even the bour-
geois press had to acknowledge the
tremendous effect the strike had on
the whole country: stores were closed,
transportation was nonexistent, and
most of the industrial plants were
closed.

Haitian people at home and in the
United States know very well who the
real enemies are. “U.S. out of Haiti” is
a popular chant at the many demon-
strations called by the Haitian people
and their supporters.

Protests force U.S. to start
removing F-16 warplanes from Spam

By John Catalinotto

U.S. officials announced Jan. 14
that the Pentagon would begin remov-
ing its three squadrons of F-16 jet
fighters based in Spain. The with-
drawal of the planes, U.S. Defense De-
partment officials said, “will weaken
the NATO southern flank.”

This decision comes after months of
negotiations with the Spanish gov-
ernment, led by the Socialist Party’s
Felipe Gonzalez. It follows years of
mass demonstrations by millions of
Spaniards against membership in
NATO and especially against the U.S.
military role in Spain.

The history of the U.S. military alli-
ance is linked with the fascist dicta-
torship of Francisco Franco. In return
for the right to the bases in 1953, the
U.S. gave substantial military aid to
the Franco government, helping to
keep him in power another 23 years.

Once U.S. B-52 bombers. acciden-
tally dropped two hydrogen bombs on
Spain near the coast, something never
forgotten by the Spanish people.

Not just accidents but also the po-
litical purpose of NATO aroused the
opposition of the Spanish working
class. After all, the North Atlantic
Treaty Organizationis a military pact
directed against the Soviet Union and
the socialist countries in Eastern Eur-

ope. The U.S. has also used NATO
bases as a jumping-off point for at-
tacks on Libya (although Spain re-
fused) and the NATO allies have
jointly intervened in the Per-
sian/Arabian Gulf.

NATO is also aimed at the working

class movements in Western Europe,
should these movements present a
threat to the capitalist system there.

For example during the revolutionary
upsurge in Portugal in-1974-75, NATO
maneuvers were held in and around
Portugal to directly threaten the work-
ing class. Portugal borders on Spain.

U.S. still has bases in Spain

The planes will be removed from the
air base at Torrejon de Ardoz, near
the Spanish capital, Madrid. But the
U.S. is still discussing with the Span-
ish government the use of other facili-
ties.

These 1nclude a port at Rota near
the strategically located Strait of Gi-
braltar, and two smaller air bases at
Moron in the south and Zaragoza in
the north. They also include nine
communications installations, ac-
cording to U.S. officials.

Spain still in NATO

The real battles over Spain’s adher-
ence to NATO took place throughout
the early 1980s, when mass demon-

strations protested Spain’s joining
the alliance. Finally, these actions
forced a referendum in Spain on
NATO in March 1986.

In the months building up to the ref-
erendum, demonstrations numbering
in the hundreds of thousands took
place in Madrid, demanding that
Spain leave NATO.

To keep Spain in NATO, the Gonza-
lez government used three main
weapons. They threatened that'a re-
jection of NATO would cause a reac-
tion in the Common Market countries
that would hurt the already ailing
economy. They warned that the Span-
ish army might react with a
right-wing coup and install a regime
like the old, hated fascistone. Andas a
concession, Gonzalez promised to get
the F-16s out.

The forces opposing NATO nar-
rowly lost the referendum, getting 40%
of the vote. Though Spain still re-
mains in NATO, the people continue
to protest its membership.

For its part, U.S. imperialism and
especially the Pentagon is unhappy
about losing any of its ‘“striking
power” anywhere in the world, from
Panama to the Philippines, from
Puerto Rico to Spain. But the people of
these lands see the U.S. bases as re-
sponsible for their oppression, and are
fighting to get them out.
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‘South Korea stages crude frameup in plane crash

By Andy Stapp

On Jan. 15 the south Korean police
paraded a young woman before TV
cameras to confess that she planted a
bomb which destroyed a south Korean
airliner flying over Burma last No-
vember. The woman, who a month ear-
lier had been brought to the country by
police agents, her mouth taped shut so
she couldn’t talk to reporters, now
stated that she was an agent for north
Korea and said, “I deserve 100 deaths
for my crime.”

Confessing to being a north Korean
agent is an everyday event in the fas-
cist south. So is torture of prisoners
—which helped set off tumultuous
demonstrations last spring. Confes-
sions have been wrung out of poets,
soldiers, labor leaders, soldiers —even
a south Korean stamp collector. Ap-
parently he was in possession of a
north Korean postage stamp, which is
punishable by seven years in prison.

The grotesque thing about the air-
line bombing “confession” is that it is
being taken seriously by large sec-
tions of the U.S. news media, which re-
ally know better. It is symptomatic of
how much the capitalist media here
really hate socialist north Korea that
they could seem to take this stuff seri-
ously.

The only “evidence” presented im-
plicating north Korea iti the plane
crash is the statement of the prisoner,
Mayumi Hachida, who now reveals

that her “real” name is “Kim Hyon
Hui.” She said her father is a north Ko-
rean official assigned to Angola. It
turns out no such person exists.

When the aircraft went down last
Nov. 29, the south Korean authorities
sent an ‘‘investigative team’ to
Burma, stating ahead of time that
they believed it was a case of north Ko-
rean sabotage. This “investigative
team” soon announced that the air
craft had exploded over the Andaman
Sea off southwestern Burma and that
a “search” had recovered a life boat,
emergency food and medicines and
other debris in the water.

To the embarrassment of the Seoul
regime, the Karen tribe who live in the
jungle on the Thai-Burma border ac-
tually found the aircraft. Apparently
the south Korean “investigative team”
had themselves scattered the “evi-
dence’’ they “discovered” in the ocean!
Very crude.

The south Korean police, like almost
everything else in that country, were
set up by the CIA. The south Korean
army, with the exception of the dicta-
tor’s palace guard, is under the direct
command of a U.S. general.

Happened during election campaign
When the aircraft crashed, dictator
General Chun Doo Hwan stated that
this showed “the north Korean threat
and the danger of candidates who do
not recognize the north Korean

threat.” That, of course, is what this
affair is really all about, creating a
phony incident to red-bait opposition
candidates who had dared to run
against General Chun and his hand--
picked successor, General Roh Tae
Woo.

The Korean Central News Agency of
the sociilist north has rejected the
whole smear for what it is, “a fabrica-
tion full of lies, deception and contra-
diction.”

Not everyone in the U.S. press is
buying it either. Writing in the Jan. 15
San Jose Mercury News, commentator
James Goldsborough asks, “Why, one
wonders, would Pyongyang’s leaders
be blowing up KAL planes at the very
time they were in sensitive negotia-
tions with the International Olympic
Committee to co-host the Olympics?

“When one asks cui bone (who
benefits) from such an operation, the
answer is certainly not north Korea.”

The answer is that north Korea had
no motive, nor is there any evidence
other than that offered up in the “con-
fession” written for a young woman
by the south Korean political police.

The real motive, creating a provoca-
tion on the eve of the south Korean
elections, was General Chun’s. In
south Korea itself, the numerous op-
ponents of his regime believe he either
seized upon an accidental airline trag-
edy, or ordered the plane destroyed
himself.

KAL 007
hoax unravels

“We have definite proof thrat they in-
tentionally shot down that unarmed
civilian airplane,” President Reagan
told the country in 1983, five days af-
ter Soviet planes had brought down
the south Korean airliner KAL 007.

“It was an act of barbarism born of a
society which wantonly disregards
the value of human life,” he preached,
adding that “we shouldn’t be sur-
prised by such inhuman brutality.”

The next day Reagan said it again.
“There is no way a pilot could mistake
this for anything other than a civilian
airliner.” -

Like so much else he said about the
KAL affair, Reagan was lying. On
Jan. 12, Rep. Lee Hamilton, the former
chair of the House Intelligence Com-
mittee, revealed that U.S. intelligence
analysts had told Reagan immedi-
ately after the plane went down that
“the Soviets thought they were pursu-
ing a U.S. reconnaissance aircraft.”

On the night of Aug. 31, 1983, the
U.S. military had monitored the whole
episode of the KAL overflight and the
Soviet response for a period of hours,
but never warned the pilot he was far

off course.
Why?

‘Déath Squads in Philippines’ documents U.S. hand

By Paddy Colligan

:Low-intensity warfare, vigilantes,
death squads — these are the new
wards of Washington’s vocabulary for
intervention in Third World countries.
They are concepts and strategies of
the post-Vietnam War era.

The ranks of the militant and suc-
cessful U.S. anti-war movement were
nourished in the late 1960s by nightly
installments of horror on network
news. As Washington and whichever
puppet is involved view it today, this
need not happen again. The new blue-
print for control will not make head-
lines. U.S. troops won’t be involved on
a long-term basis. The job will be
done more cheaply politically and fis-
cally by local people. It will be harder
to identify intervention if the inter-

veners are people from the neighbor-

hood.

“Death Squads in the Philippines,”
published by the San Francisco-based
Alliance for Philippine Concerns,
documents the death squads and their
connections to Washington. “Death
Squads” is an organizer’s book full of
documents to inform and focus politi-
cal attention on the Philippines and
the U.S. role in putting down the peo-
ple’s movement. It contains many
graphics suitable for reproduction.

There are eyewitness accounts from
one region where death squads — or
vigilantes — have been active for
many months. In addition there are
chapters analyzing the many-faceted
U.S. contribution to the counter-insur-
gency campaign, the political similar-
ities to the struggle in Central Amer-
ica, the recommendations of the Ram-
sey Clark investigative mission that
visited the Philippines in May 1987,
the press response to vigilantism, and
a list of vigilante groups and where
they are active. “Death Squads” tells
of a sophisticated and bloody
anti-communist campaign which tar-
gets the beleaguered Filipine people.

President Corazon Aquino, who was
elected almost two years ago after
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The whole point of the bloody

repression i; to keep the people from organiz-

ing for a better life. Here, Filipino troops round up villagers. rHoto: ken siLverman

tremendous popular opposition to
years of brutality and corruption un-
der Marcos, has frequently supported
vigilantism, as long as “force is not
used.” Force is an integral part of the
right-wing vigilante groups in the
Philippines, yet she has not disavowed
them.

In Davao, in the southern Philip-
pines, rural and urban vigilante
groups have been set up to crush local
efforts to improve living conditions
and resist injustice. The Philippine
army, with extensive U.S. backing,
has for many years tried to defeat
popular movements in many areas of
the country by waging pacification
campaigns against the people it feels
support these movements. The tactics
for dealing with non-combatants
come from history — the Vietnam war
and the Philippine-American War —
and are gruesome indeed.

Alsa Masa and the military

The vigilante group which features
most in this expose is Alsa Masa,
which means ‘“Masses Rising.” Its
very name indicates the cynicism with
which the people’s aspirations are
treated; the purpose of intimidation is
so that the people won’t be able to or-
ganize to make things better. Alsa
Masa is comprised of local gangsters,
people coerced into joining, and
youth attracted by drugs and guns.
The guns come from the military. The
victims are labor activists, commu-
nity organizers, anyone thought to
support the New Peoples Army.

The vigilante grotps are fast elimi-
nating the middle ground in Philip-
pine political life, accelerating the
movement toward a showdown be-
tween the progressive forces and the
capitalist government with its U.S.

backers. Li%e as portrayed by the writ-
ers of this booklet is frightening and
no different than under the military
dictatorship of the Marcos years.
Besides the physical elimination of
people, the purpose of such groups as
Alsa Masa is to identify as a commu-

.nist anyone seeking to educate and

organize Filipino people to seek jus-
tice and a better life. As always, this
says a lot about the ideology of such
forces.

“Death Squads” includes several
types of documentation of the condi-
tions and origins of the violence in the
Philippines. The core is five reports by
social workers living and working
among the people of Davao. While
these reports cover only one small part
of the Philippines, this approach of go-
ing beyond numbers and suggesting
the realities of life under such oppres-
sion makes death squads and vigilan-
tism less abstract. A map showing
death squad activity around the coun-
try is that much more meaningful for
having read the small-scale accounts.

There is a very good chapter on the
many ways the U.S. intervenes, writ-
ten by Waldon Bello, a well-known Fil-
ipino activist and writer who opposed
Marcos. The U.S. has learned to value
subtlety since its crushing defeat by
the Vietnamese people. To hold onto
the strategic and economic advan-
tages offered by the Philippines, the
U.S. intervenes through many organi-
zations in. the psychological war
against the Philippine people.

Bello examines the role of the CIA,
the Agency for International Devel-
opment, the American Asian Free La-
bor Institute of the AFL-CIO and
right-wing U.S. religious and political
groups. He also explains how the U.S.
military supports the Philippines mil-
itary with intelligence, transporta-
tion, training and discounted equip-
ment. '

This useful book can be ordered
from the Alliance for Philippine Con-
cerns, P.O. Box 170219, San Franci-
sco, Calif. 94117.
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Legalized abortion — 15 years later

By Sue Davis

It’s now 15 years since the Supreme
Court legalized abortion. While this
marked an important victory for
‘'women’s right to control their own
bodies and their own lives, real threats
and limitations remain. Like the cut-
off of federal funds for:‘Medicaid abor-
tions over 10 years ago, these attacks
are racist and directed primarily
against poor women, who are often
young and Black or Latin.

What the right wing has not been
able to do by other means — including
their proposed “human life” amend-
ment, phony clinics, fraudulent pro-
paganda like the film “The Silent
Scream,” and harassment and terror
bombings of women’s health clinics —
Reagan is attempting to decree with
restrictions on Title 10 funds under the
Public Health Services Act.

When these restrictions take effect
later this month, all 3,900 family

planning clinics that receive federal
funds, and serve primarily poor
women, will be prohibited from men-
tioning abortion in their counseling or
giving abortion referrals. Centers will
have to provide separate staff and fa-
cilities for abortions, including special
entrances and exists!

Dozens of groups have joined to-
gether to challenge this harsh restric-
tion. Leading the court battle is the
Reproductive Freedom Project of the
American Civil Liberties Union.

Pro-choice activists have had some
successes in the past year. They
helped build a strong coalition block-
ing Robert Bork’s nomination to the
Supreme Court. Yet, packing the court
with a fifth anti-abortion justice —
such as racist, anti-worker, anti-gay
William Kennedy — is still high on the
right’s agenda. Uniting to stop his
nomination should be a top priority
for 1988.

‘Unite against lies!” Over 200 New Yorkers demonstrated Jan. 15
| outside Cosmopolitan magazine protesting an article that misled women
| about transmission of AIDS, understating their vulnerability to infection,
and used racist and sexist characterizations. ACTUP, sponsors of the
demonstration, called for an international boycott of Cosmopolitan and
its parent corporation Hearst Publications until a retraction was printed.
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Fourteen states and the District of
Columbia continue to provide Medi-
caid funding for abortion, but that
leaves an estimated 100,000 women in
36 states without access to needed care
each year. Thisis an obv’ ‘us denial of
poor women’s right to choose. Mean-
while, Medicaid funding is being chal-
lenged in the courts in California and
will be on the ballot in a voter referen-
dum in Michigan next November.

Yet, legal abortion is only the tip of
the iceberg when it comes to women’s
reproductive rights. If women are to
gain real control of their lives, they
need a whole range of guarantees so
they can also have the children they
want. Social services, like free,
24-hour, community-controlled child-
care beginning at four months, pre-
and post-natal medical care and nutri-
tion programs, are essential. Women
also require paid maternity leaves,
pay equity at union wages and decent,

low-cost housing. .

Because of the long history of the
racist, genocidal use of sterilization to
permanently limit Black, Latin and
Native American populations in the
U.S. and Puerto Rico, this form of fer-
tility control must be closely scruti-
nized to prevent further abuse.

Lesbians must have access to alter-
nate means of insemination, as well as
child custody rights, and disabled and
young women have special needs for
sex education and effective, safe
means of birth control.

Groups like the National Organiza-
tion for Women and the National
Abortion Rights Action League are
planning activities in many cities
around the country to commemorate
the 15th anniversary of legal abortion.
In New York, the Pro-Choice coalition
is planning a rally at Union Square
South, 14th St. opposite Mays, from
noon to 2 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 22.

ACTUP organizer
assesses AIDS movement

Below are excerpts from a Jan. 16
discussion between Workers World re-
porter Saul Kanowitz and David Ro-
binson, an AIDS activist and a lead-
ing member of AIDS Coalition fo Un-
leash Power (ACTUP).

Saul Kanowitz: You told me that
ACTUP was formed 18 months ago by
a group of activists who felt an urgent
need for direct action to bring AIDS
into the public spotlight. What is the
state of the AIDS movement today?

Dave Robinson: There is a national
AIDS activist movement building.
There are ACTUPs now across the
country and more forming all the time.
Aside from Los Angeles and San
Diego, there are ACTUPs in Boston,
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh; I think one
is forming in Houston; there may be
one in Seattle. Many are called
ACTUP, some have their own name.

When ACTUP first started we felt
very alone, like we had to cover every-
thing. You would hear about terrible
things happening all across the coun-

March, rally to hit AIDS-drug profiteering

By Joan Marquardt
San Francisco

In preparation for a Jan. 24-25
march to and demonstration at the
main West Coast warehouse of Bur-
roughs Wellcome, the AIDS Action
Pledge held a public meeting here Jan.
14 to discuss the economics of AIDS
and AZT.

Burroughs Wellcome is the pharma-
ceutical corporation which developed
AZT the drug currently most often
used to try to prolong the lives of peo-
ple with AIDS and AIDS-Related
Complex (ARC). Despite a recent 20%
price reduction, following much public
pressure in San Francisco and New
. York City, Burroughs Wellcome is still
unconscionably profiteering from the
AIDS epidemic. AZT trealment still
costs between $8,000 and $10,000 a

. VRAL. PEr Persom: i

1t’s no wonder Burroughs Wellcome
reported earnings of $25 miilion in
just six months of sales in 1987!

AIDS Action Pledge members calcu-
late that, with the more than 10,000
people currently taking AZT daily,
Burroughs Wellcome will have re-
couped its stated $80 million invest-
ment very soon.

Activists argue that  maintaining

the high price tag on AZT not only in-
sures windfall profits for Burroughs
Wellcome, but sets the standard for fu-
ture AIDS drugs which may be devel-
oped. One flyer for the public meeting
read, “How much will they charge for
the cure?”

During the meeting, attended by
some 60 people, activists questioned
the effectiveness of AZT and its toxic-
ity. John James, editor of the AIDS
Treatment News, stated: “There are
other potential drugs out there, but
they are not getting tested. The prob-
lem is with the system — both in the
research for AIDS treatment and a
cure, and for other diseases.”

Regarding other treatments, Martin
Delaney, co-founder of Project In-
form, said that the new “AIDS Quack-
ery Unit” of the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration has targeted groups
like his, and other guerrilla clinics and
buyers’ clubs in the AIDS treatment
underground, who distribute alterna-
tive medications like DNCB and AL
721. He stated, “People have given up
waiting and are distributing things
themselves. They fill the gaps in the
system. Are they going to be punished
for this?”

Dr. Tom Peters, Deputy Director of

the San Francisco Department of
Health, explained the city’s struggle
with the state of California to loosen
restrictions on the distribution of AZT
at no cost to the working poor. Terry
Beswick, an AIDS Action Pledge or-
ganizer, pointed out that the $2.7 mil-
lion the city has to distribute AZT “at
no charge” is still the people’s money,
through taxes, going into Burroughs
Wellcome’s bulging pockets.

Dr. Peters also criticized the federal
government for not declaring cities
“disaster areas” which would channel
the needed funds into cities like San
Francisco and New York to fight the
AIDS epidemic. Ellen Schaeffer, rep-
resenting the Community Health Co-
alition, added that “the government is
opposed to providing services. It is
pro-private health care. But what is
needed is a ‘Manhattan Project’ to
fight AIDS.” a

The demonstration will demand ac-
countability from Burroughs Well-
come for the prohibitive cost of AZT;
for the effectiveness of AZT, and for
blocked research on other drugs that
might compete with AZT. The call for
the demonstration also states: “The
only solution to this crisis and the
health needs of all people is free na-
tional health care.”

try and feel like we had to respond all
by ourselves. Now there are people all
over responding.

People have spent a lot of time just
grieving. It’s taken a while, but now
you hear people say, “I don’t want an-
other candlelight vigil. I'm not going
to another one of those. Forget it. Next
time I'm picketing, rioting, some-
thing.”

SK: Recently New York State re-
leased a report that one in 61 babies
born in New York City tested positive
for antibodies to the HIV virus. The
mothers of these children were mostly
infected through sexual intercourse
with an IV drug user. What needs to be
done? ' ~ea

DR: If you look at the IV-drug-using
communities and the way AIDS has
spread into wider minority popula- .
tions, it’s again another group of com-
pletely disenfranchised people, people
with no voice. You get arrested for us-
ing IV drugs, selling, all that, and for
that community to organize is so diffi-
cult. We need a huge effort to help IV
drug users. One of the problems is to
stop treating drug use as a crime. We
already recognize that alcoholismis a
sickness; addiction is also a sickness.

SK: There is an apparent lack of
drug treatments and research availa-
ble. What is being done and what
needs to be done?

DR: The government’s effort to find
a treatment and a cure for AIDS has
been disorganized. It has certainly

-been too small and too slow. You could
just watch month after month as the
medical and research establishments
in this country didn’t want to bother
with AIDS. It was definitely perceived
as gay people and junkies and they
didn’t care.

All you have to do is look at the Tyl-
enol scare or Legionnaire’s Disease or
Toxic Shock Syndrome to see how
things can be mobilized very quickly
in this country.

In June of 1986 the government fi-
nally did announce its big research
program for treatments, called the
AIDS Treatment Evaluation Unit
(ATEU) system. The budget was
around $140 million. But there is no
central information source either for
the ATEUs or for all trials [of new
drugs] being done across the country.

We need a national AIDS registry so
that you can call up and find out what
trials are being done, where they are
being done, what are the entrance cri-
teria, what the results so far, how
many people are in it. All this infor-

Continued on page 8
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Assessing Dr.

King’s legacy:

Fight for equality means economic justice

Monica Moorehead

January 18 marked the third anni-
versary of the national holiday honor-
ing the life and contributions of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., to the struggle
for justice and equality. This holiday,
recognized on the third Monday in
Janue-y, was won after many years of
mass struggle against the racist, capi-
talist government and is supported by
millions of workers and oppressed
peoples.

This year thousands upon thou-
sands of workers and progressives
took part in many activities from For-
syth County, Ga., to Richmond, Calif.,
to honor Dr. King by raising domestic
issues like the fight against racism
and economic injustice, as well as in-
ternational issues like the struggle
against apartheid in South Afriea.
This was also a golden opportunity for
many, especially the big business me-
dia, to once again “assess” the victo-
ries achieved by the strength and
momentum of the civil rights move-
ment of the 1950s and ’60s, its rele-
vance today and of course the central
role played by Dr. King.

Some have even elevated Dr. King to
a lofty p051t10n comparable to a

“saint,” giving the impression that no

one else could ever possess the cha-
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risma he had. Others have said that
had Dr. King lived, he would have
been instrumental in the defeat of
Richard Nixon in 1968 and a victory

.for Hubert Humphrey, and that sup-

posedly would have brought about
qualitative changes for those living in
the big, urban centers.

Dr. King, without a doubt, left be-
hind a legacy that will continue to be
an inspiration to all those fighting for
social and economic justice. How-
ever, he would have been the first to
challenge those who want to lift him to
the status of “sainthood” and would
have admitted he was as vulnerable as
the next human being. He would have
been the first to admit that the strug-
gle for which he gave up his life was
far from over.

The legacy of Dr. King represents a
critical stage in the ongoing struggle
of the oppressed, especially Black
people, for justice and freedom, a
struggle with roots firmly planted fol-
lowing the demise of slavery. The par-
ticular form of struggle in the ’50s and
’60s known as the civil rights move-
ment, like others before, was con-
ducted within the framework of bour-
geois, capitalist society with tactics
that took on a non-violent, passive
character.

Its progressiveness lay in the fact

that millions of people were propelled
into this historic struggle, which
forced many concessions from the
Lyndon Johnson administration —
concessions that have been somewhat
eroded:away over the years since then.
The, givil rights movement, in many
ways, had become the center of social
consciousness here and worldwide,
tarnishing forever the image of the
U.S. as a bastion of liberalism and
democracy.

Economic justice and Dr. King

During his last years, Dr. King and
others came to the realization that in-
justice was not the exclusive domain
of the South but extended way north of
the Mason-Dixon line. Injustice was
not only racial in character but eco-
nomic as well, affecting broad sectors
of the population.

Infact,it was no accident that at the
time of Dr. King’s death, there were
strong indications that the civil rights
movement was heading towards a new
direction — one of linking up the
struggle against racism in the U.S.
with the struggle for decent housing,
jobs, education, etc.

Dr. King was murdered in Memphis,
where he had traveled to support
Black sanitation workers striking for

Continued on page 8

oked villagers from Wappingers Falls, N.Y., rally again raci violence.
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King Day actions coast to coast
show growing anger against racism

Special to Workers World

Martin Luther King Day became the

focus for anti-racist struggles around
the country. Workers World reports be-
low a number of these activities.
e Atlanta. To mark one year since the
confrontation with racists in nearby
segregated Forsyth County, some 200
people from Atlanta, about 80% Black,
demonstrated there. Among speakers
at a rally were Rev. Hosea Williams,
who called the protest, and Mrs. Carrle
Morris of the All-Peoples Congress. In
Atlanta itself on Jan. 18, thousands
lined the streets for the annual parade
hononng Klng s memory. Groups par-
Tougaloo, Miss., carrying “Free South
Africa” banners and the Janitors for
Justice, who are campaigning for
workers’ rights in Atlanta.

- Ann Arbor, Mich. Commemorat-
ing the continuing struggle for civil
rights and full equality, Black stu-
dents and their anti-racist allies boy-
cotted classes Jan. 18 at the University
of Michigan. Instead, 2,000 students
marched and rallied against racism,
calling for everyone to boycott class
and for the firing of the racist Dean of
Literature, Science and the Arts, Peter

Steiner. The dean had earlier sug-
gested that Black people don’t value
education, and that he did not want
“to change this university into an-
other kind of institution where minori-
ties would naturally flock in much
greater numbers.” He added that “The
U of M must not become like Howard
University.” In an economics text he
co-authored, Steiner had raised the
time-worn and disproven theory, popu-
lar among Nazis, that there is a differ-
ence in intelligence among the races!
He has become the target of a multira-
cial coalition who are also protesting
deeply-rooted institutional racism at
the university.

- —e-Austin, Texas. On Jan. 16, some

200 people from surrounding cities
called together by the Coalition to Free
Clarence Brandley demonstrated at
the Commission on Judicial Conduct
and the Federal Building. Not only did
they raise the Brandley case, but also
the general fight against racism,
against apartheid, and in solidarity
with the Palestinians. One of the seven
states that refuses to adopt King’s
birthday as a holiday, Texas instead
gives state workers the choice of
King’s birthday or Confederate He-
roes Day off. The demonstrators ended

their action by burning the Confeder-
ate flag.

® Houston. On Jan. 18, a militant
rally of 300 Black city employees pro-
tested job discrimination that has
concentrated 60% of Black workers in
the first five of 25 pay grades and re-
sulted in an average difference of
$8,788 in annual pay between white
and Black workers. In 1987, 75% of
those laid off by the city were Black.
City worker Bruce Carter has been or-
ganizing a class action suit against
the city.

e Phoenix, Ariz. About 5,000
marchers braved a downpour here
Jan. 18 to rally at the State Capitol to

make King Day a holiday in this state

despite opposition from the racist gov-

ernor, Evan Mecham.
¢ Fontana, Calif. When the Ku
Klux Klan announced it would dem-
onstrate publicly in this town east of
Los Angeles County, 350 people
showed up to let the KKK know they
had no welcome here. Only a few

Klansmen showed up.
® Richmond, Calif. Oil, Chemical
and Atomic Workers union members
at Chevron Qil here gathered 250 peo-
ple, including workers and family
Continued on page 11
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Bay Area Black firefighters
lead struggle for affirmative action

By Gloria La Riva
San Francisco

The deep-seated racism within the
San Francisco Fire Department has
exploded once again. On Monday,
Jan. 4, Inspector Walter Batiste, who
is Black, and Inspector David’ Sun,
whois Asian, found an 18-inch-diame-
ter swastika shield near their desks at
Station 13, in the financial district.
The supervising officer dismissed it
with an outrageous remark typical of
the whole department, saying, “Oh,
that wasn’t meant for you. It was
probably meant for Samuels,” refer-
ring to a Jewish fire inspector.

Both Batiste and Sun are members
of the Black Firefighters Association
(BFA), which initiated and hasled the
fight against racism within the de-
partment. )

Sun feels he was one of the intended
targets of the swastika because he re-
signed from the International Associ-
ation of Firefighters Local 798 to join
the Black Firefighters Association.
The BFA originally began as a Black
caucus within Local 798 in 1972. When
the union consistently refused to ad-
dress the grievances of the Black
workers, they were compelled to form a
separate union.

The San Francisco Fire Department
has been notorious for its dec-
ades-long “tradition” of excluding
Black, Latino, Asian, Native, and
women workers.

The first Black firefighter was hired
in 1955, by 1974 there were still only
four Black workers. Today, the de-
partment is still 85% white in a city
that has a 42% Third World popula-
tion. Out of 1,500 jobs, there are 90

Black, 90 Latino, 40 Asian, and 8
women workers.

The first women in the department’s
history were admitted in August 1987
through the efforts of the BFA. The
BFA instituted its own training pro-
gram for prospective Third World and
women applicants, to help them pre-
pare for the required physical tests. It
filed a lawsuit in 1984 against the city
and fire department to demand new
entrance tests.,

In November 1987, a historic con-
sent decree settlement was reached to
counter the decades of racist and sex-
ist hiring and promotion. It calls for
accelerated hiring of Black, Latino,
Asian, Native and women workers,
until their representation reaches 40%
in the department, and provides for
promotion of Black and other Third
World firefighters who were repeat-
edly denied an upgrading. It also bars
from promotion white firefighters who
were previously involved in any racist
incident. It is this break-up of the old
“machine” that prompted the latest
racist attacks. '

Although Local 798 was pressured
to denounce the swastika incident, it is
the union’s actions that have contrib-
uted to the racist atmosphere. Local
798 vowed to stop the decree by going
to the Supreme Court if necessary.

After Fire Chief Edward Phipps
transferred white officers out of Sta-
tion 13 who were suspected of placing
the swastika, Local 798 secretary Mike
Pera complained that they “deserve a
little more respect.”

It was none other than Pera who
last August airbrushed Black fire-
fighter Charles Johnson out of a pic-

ture in the union publication showing

| firefighters cited for heroism. Johnson
had saved eight people from a massive
explosion and fire in the Black district
of Bayview, while he was off-duty.

In another recent incident, two work-
ers at a restaurant across the street
from a fire station were beaten by white
firefighters for speaking out against the
firefighters’ anti-gay remarks.

Black civil rights attorney Eva Pa-
terson, head counsel for the BFA, filed

a 145-page document in federal court
on Jan. 12 detailing the most recent
complaints of racism. She also de-
manded immediate compliance by the
city government with the affirmative
action court decree, which bans dis-
crimination in the department. Fed-
eral judge Marilyn Hall Patel ordered
the department officials to take deci-
sive action against the racism or face
contempt charges and jail.

On Jan. 15, Fire Chief Edward
Phipps resigned. Today the new San
. Francisco mayor, Art Agnos, issued a
list of candidates to replace Phipps.
Included are six high-ranking officers
from the San Francisco department.
The Black Firefighters Association
opposes a new fire chief from within
the department. As Lieutenant Robert
Demmons, president of the BFA, ex-
plained, all of the San Francisco can-
didates are members of the Chiefs As-
sociation, which is unanimously op-
posed to the affirmative action order.

The fight against racism within the
fire department is far from over, but
the courageous struggle led by the
Black Firefighters Association is bat-
tering down one more racist and sexist
stronghold.

Newburgh youth shot for being Black -

By Jelayne Miles
New York

Anthony McDonald was shot on
Sunday, Jan. 3, 1988, just three days
into the new year.

McDonald lives in Newburgh, N.Y.
about 60 miles north of the New York
City metropolitan area. He told Work-
ers World that the shooting came out
of the blue while he was standing on
the corner of South Lander and Ren-
wick Streets talking to his long-time
friend Titas Moore, also of Newburgh.
The two young men are Black.

Five white men who had been cir-
cling the block in a light blue station
wagon rolled down their car window to
reveal a rifle. McDonald says that one
of the men in the car proceeded to aim
and fire the rifle. The single shot (it
turned out to be a dum-dum bullet) hit
Anthony McDonald in the leg, shat-
tering the bone.

After waiting some time for an am-
bulance to arrive, McDonald was fi-
nally taken to St. Luke’s Hospital by a
Black: motorist who witnessed the
shooting. He too had been the victim
of a racist attack by the same men. He
told McDonald that the same car had
tried to run him off the road a few
minutes earlier. The cops never ar-
rived at either scene.

St. Luke’s Hospital admitted An-
thony McDonald and listed him in
“serious”’ condition. For an entire
week the McDonald family feared that
Anthony would need to have his leg
amputated. ‘

This most recent attack is part and
parcel of a wave of racist violence in
the New York State region. In the past
few months New York has been in the
spotlight on this issue as the focal
point of racist violence. But more im-
portantly, New York has become the

- _
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focus of the struggle against racism
and racist violence in all its forms.

Before the close of 1987, Newburgh
had been designated by Black politi-
cal and religious leaders as the site for
numerous meetings and protestsin re-
sponse to the brutal rape and kidnap-
ping of 15-year-old Tawana Brawley
of Wappingers Falls, a short distance
away. In fact, it was at one such meet-
ing at Bethel Baptist Church that the
murder of Yvonne Smallwood, a Black
woman held in jail, at the hands of
the cops and prison officials first be-
came widely known.

At the time of that meeting hundreds
of uninvited police — overwhelmingly
white — occupied the streets of the
Black community where the church is
located. It is curious that not one of
them could find his way to the scene of
the crime on that Sunday when An-
thony McDonald and Titas Moore al-
most lost their lives to racist thugs.

When the police finally arrived at
the emergency room 20 minutes after
McDonald, they tried to implicate him

Anthony McDonald, victim of racithsniper in New York State.

in theincident. “They tried to get me to
say that there was a drug deal in prog-

"ress and that’s why they [the thugs]
shot me,” said McDonald, “but that’s
not true. I didn’t even know them. I
think they wanted to cover it up be-
cause they are afraid of the response
here, after Tawana Brawley.”

When McDonald refused to submit
to pressure and said he wanted an in-
vestigation, the copsleft and said they
would be back the following day. As of
this writing, no police personnel have
returned to see him. _

Over the past months, hundreds of
activists have gathered at scores of
meetings in New York City and fur-
ther upstate. Thousands have
marched and rallied to demonstrate
their outrage and willingness to fight
back againstracism. Perhaps the case
of Anthony McDonald, along with
hundreds of others, will give impetus
to the slogan which has captured the
imagination of all the oppressed and
their supporters — “No justice, no
peace!” -
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Never enough
Jfor Reaganites

As Congress readies for another vote on U.S.
aid to the contras, the Reagan administration
is showing that behind all its phrase-
mongering and “peace” diplomacy, the only
thing itisinterested in in Central Americais a
full-scale military victory for the CIA merce-
naries and thugs fighting to topple the Sandi-
nista government.

How else explain the government’s reaction
to Nicaragua’s release from prison of seven
contra supporters? Six of these seven opposi-
tion political leaders had traveled to Guate-
mala and met with an official delegation of
contras.

Imagine if, during the Revolution of 1776,
George Washington allowed a group of private
citizens to negotiate with the Tories right while
the fight was raging! Or during the Civil War,
if Abraham' Lincoln allowed a group of dissi-
dent congressmen to sneak down to South
Carolina and make a pact with Robert E. Lee.

Of course, Lincoln would have never allowed
such a thing. And in fact he imposed severe re-
strictions on “democratic rights” during the
war. Supporters of the slavocracy couldn’t run,
for office in the North, they couldn’t publish a
pro-slavery newspaper, they weren’t allowed
the right to assemble and, of course, were re-
fused the right to bear arms.

Undemocratic? Dictatorial? Yes, absolutely.
Every genuine revolutionary struggle has had
to impose these types of measures in the right-
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eous effort to crush the reactionaries.

By these standards, the policies of the Nica-
raguan government, given the fact that they
face a huge military intervention by U.S.-sup-
ported forces, have been relatively mild. Butno
matter what the Sandinistas do to try and ap-
pease the situation and lessen international
tensions, they are maligned, scorned and ridi-
culed by the Reaganites.

It is never enough. Whatever they do, it’s al-
ways a “clever ploy.” Unfortunately, the ran-
tings of the administration usually find a
ready echo in the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives as well as in the big business me-
dia.

But outside the halls of Congress, in the
streets of the United States, not to mention
among the people of Central and South Amer-
ica, there is widespread support for the Nica-
raguan people’s efforts to free themselves from
colonialism and imperialism.

Rarely covered by the news media here is the
fact that some 100,000 people from the U.S.
have gone to Nicaragua at various times to
help the people, pick coffee, typeset newspa-
pers, deliver babies and teach children how to
read and write. This is where the real senti-
ments of the American people lie. Not in the
mad war plans of Washington.

Wall Street’s
Brady bunch

Remember the champions of the free market,
deregulation and unfettered capitalist enter-
pnse — the president and his billionaire cro-
nies who promised to get big government off
the backs of the people?

These champions, seated in the hallowed
halls of the U.S. government and at the sum-

mit of finance capital, have gutted every pro- °

gressive social service, every piece of legal pro-

tection for workers and the environment, un-
der the name of “free enterprise.”

But when their profit system is in trouble,
they want “big government” to bail it out.

That’s the message from a commission made
up of corporate chairmen appointed by Ronald
Reagan to investigate the October stock mar-
ket collapse. Its report, released on Jan. 15, a
day after the market dropped 140 points, didn’t
call for more freedom. It called for tighter regu-
lations and more centralized control by the
Federal Reserve Board in order to rescue the
Wall Street moguls from future market melt-
downs.

The Brady Commission recommended that
the market establish “circuit breakers” to stop
trading when it gets out of control! Lo and be-

_hold, the stock exchange, world center of “free

enterprise,” is conducting an experiment that
has nothing to do with free enterprise.*Com-
puterized program trading will be limited for a
week whenever the Dow Jones industrial aver-
age climbs or falls by as much as 75 points in
one day.

Members of the Brady Commission along
with all the other champions of free enterprise
are looking for solutions to save their own
necks. None of their remedies are directed to-
ward the general deterioration of the economy
now showing up in the market meltdowns.

‘None of the measures that are being recom-

mended have any relationship to the severe
economic disorders that are spreading unem-
ployment, hunger and homelessness across
the land.

All the remedies being proposed by Wash-
ington and Wall Street are meant to protect the
wealthy. The economy is becoming rapidly
more centralized in the hands of a few whose
only concern is to squeeze it for profit. What is
needed is centralized control of the economy by
the many — the working and oppressed people
who will use economic planning to meet hu-
man needs.
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— King legacy

Continued from page 6
union recognition. He had also come
out strongly and condemned U.S. mil-
itary involvement in Vietnam and the
fascist apartheid regime in South Af-
rica. Since Dr. King’s death 20 years
ago, economic conditions have wor-
sened for the oppressed and the work-
ing class as a whole. According to the
annual National-Urban League report
on the State of Black America, over
30% of the Black population lives be-
low the poverty line, not much differ-
ent from statistics released in 1968.
The Black unemploymentrate and the
infant mortality rate are more than
double those of whites. Other op-
pressed communities such as the La-
tino, Asian, Native and Arab peoples
are also feeling multiple effects of a
deep capitalist economic crisis, along
with poor and working class whites.
Martin Luther King was to many the
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embodiment of the civil rights move-
ment and, therefore, his death sig-
naled for many the end of that move-
ment, but only in form. There are
many lessons that can belearned from
his contributions to this movement,
but not from the demagogic mouths of
capitalist politicians and apologists.
These lessons lie in the many strug-
gles and movements on the horizon to
finish the revolution that the Civil
War began. There is no better time

than the present to link all the issues .

— from fighting racism, sexism and
lesbian and gay oppression and for
housing, jobs, health care and the
rights of the disabled to supporting
and defending national liberation
struggles, from South-Africa to Pales-
tine to the Philippines.

These struggles will not remain con-
fined within the framework of the cap-
italist system but will eventually tar-
get the entire system itself — the root
cause of so much misery, poverty, rac-
ism and imperialist war. Isn’t this the
best way to pay tnbute to Dr ng s
dream?

A Federal District Court in Minne-
sota has dismissed a longstanding li-
bel suit brought by FBI agent David
Price against Peter Matthiessen,
prize-winning author of In the Spirit
of Crazy Horse.

The book, a detailed account of the
American Indian Movement and the
U.S. government assault against Na-
tiveleaders such as Dennis Banks and
Leonard Peltier, was published in
1983. Several months later, FBI agent

— ACTUP

Continued from page 5

mation people need to know so that we
can at least take advantage of the re-
search thatis being done, even though
it’s not enough.

SK: What do you see as key to end-
ing the AIDS epidemic?

DR: AIDS has brought so many
things to a pitch that different com-
munities are starting to see that they
need each other. Thatis why a number
of us from ACTUP are going to the
anti-racism rally in New York City in
honor of Martin Luther King. We real-
ize we all have to share each other’s
events. We've seen a really sudden up-
surge in militant action-around rac-
ism and it just looks like this is the
perfect time for AIDS activists and
anti-racists to really link because ev-
eryone has this fighting spirit. The
most important thing is coalition
building between all the different pro-
gressive causes. If we really can work
together and form a true coalition,
that offers the greatest hope Defi-
nitely.- . :

A similar suit was filed by Governor
William Janklow of South Dakota,
claiming that the book was defama-
tory because it portrayed him as a ra-
cist and a rapist. Matthiessen had
documented Janklow’s conviction in
tribal court of the rape of a young Na-
tive woman. A judgment in the Jank-
low libel suit is expected by March 1.

Because of these lawsuits, the hard-
cover edition of In the Spirit of Crazy
Horse was removed from bookstores
and a paperback edition could not be
published. The book is currently
available only in libraries.

Freedom of speech?

What has been jeopardized is not
only the fate of this book, but the right
of people to identify and speak the
truth about cases such as Leonard Pel-
tier’s. Peltier, an internationally
known Native leader, has been im-
prisoned for 12 years, despite substan-
tial evidence that clearly demon-
strates a U.S. government frame-up.
Peltier was denied a new, fair trial by
the U.S..Supreme Court last October;
since this last legal option was ex-
hausted, he has requested political
asylum in the Soviet Union.

In effect, the two libel suits against
the publication of In the Spirit of
Crazy Horse have been an attempt to
suppress the facts about the govern-
ment’s war against Native people.
They were intended to make it clear to
authors that they would be silenced
rather than be allowed to expose the
criminality of the government war
against Native people. The prece-
dent-setting dismissal of FBI agent
Price’s suit is a victory which proves
thatthe voice of the struggle cannot be
silenced. v S
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Cuba says ‘Si" to solidarity with Korea

Rejects invitation to Summer Games in Seoul

By Sam Marcy

January 19 — The Cuban govern-
ment, and in particular its premier,
Fidel Castro, has made a significant
contribution to the cause of anti-impe-
rialist internationalism by rejecting
the "invitation of the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) to attend
the Summer Games in Seoul, south
Korea.

If the boycott does no more than
bring to world attention the great in-
jury done to the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK — north Ko-
rea), it will have accomplished its pur-
pose. It will focus attention on the real
reasons and hidden forces behind the
decision to have the games in south
Korea.

Why, of the more than 160 countries
in the world, was south Korea picked
as the site of the Olympic Games? Was
there no other site on the face of the
planet except Seoul?

The reason lies not in the pursuit of
excellence in sports or the particular
desires of the players themselves. It
lies in the entrenched interests of U.S.
imperialism and its partner, Japanese
finance capital, the old colonial mas-
ter of the Korean peninsula.

Who else would have so relentlessly
pursued having the games in Seoul?
Who else need it so much? Only them.

U.S. occupied and divided Korea

Whatis south Korea? South Korea is
not a country. It is only a part of a
country, brutally severed from its
northern part.

South Korea is the occupied part of
Korea. It is ruled by an army of occu-
pation which gets its orders from the
Pentagon. Forty thousand U.S. troops
and an unknown number of nuclear
bombs have held the southern part of
Korea in the hands of predatory for-
eign interests.

Of course, it has a so-called “free
world” government which is occupy-
ing center stage in the machinations
of Wall Street finance capital. There
has been a continuous stream of pup-
pet rulers, beginning with Syngman
Rhee in 1948 down to Roh Tae Woo to-
day. In between a whole grouping
have come and gone, most of them af-
ter pressure from the masses or, as in
the case of Syngman Rhee, direct in-
surrection.

In the course of one of these insur-
rections centered in the city of
Kwangju in May 1980, puppet troops
under U.S. command fought 200,000
unarmed people who had liberated the
city for more than a week. In the end,
more than 2,000 were killed and 10,000
injured, according to figures released
by Red Cross officials.

Korea had been one country for
about 4,000 years, with a language
and culture of its own that go deep and
far back into history. Butin the eyes of
millions in the U.S. it appears that
there have always been two Koreas —
north and south. So how did it happen
that the country was severed, parti-
tioned?

The brutal reality is that the country
was partitioned artificially without
the shadow of consent from the Ko-
rean people. And it has been held sev-
ered all these many years precisely be-
cause of the very formidable eco-
nomic, diplomatic-and above all stra-
tegic military forces that the U.S. and
its Japanese ally have in not only that
part but throughout all Asia.

Anti-colonial struggle began in 1930s
The Korean peninsula had been
subjected to Japanese colonialism
since the turn of the century. The great
opportunity to get rid of the Japanese
imperialists came during the Second

World War. e i

As early as 1932 the Korean people
had formed the Anti-Japanese Guer-
rilla Army. This development did not
arise out of thin air but was the result
of decades of struggle. The military
struggle of the Korean people devel-

- oped after the 1931 invasion of Man-

churia by Japan in its attempt to sub-
jugate all of China.

This unparalieled attempt by Japan
to extend its imperialist interests”so
far and so deep by military means
gave the Korean people a great oppor-
tunity to build the beginnings of a
truly indigenous national liberation
army. Not without significance, it was
renamed the Korean People’s Revolu-
tionary Army in 1941.

It was this army and its civilian
supporters throughout the entire pen-
insula that fought the Japanese occu-
pation. Where was Syngman Rhee?

U.S. diplomacy and the Madison
Avenue propagandists have tried to
pass him off as the father of the mod-
ern Korean nation. But Syngman
Rhee was in the U.S. warming his be-
hind while the Korean People’s Revo-
lutionary Army was shedding its
blood in defense of the country. He and
his puppets arrived in Korea after the
Japanese had surrendered; they came
in on the bayonets of the U.S. occupa-
tion army.

The Korean liberation forces have a
long history of association with the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) of
China, with whom they collaborated
in common struggle against Japan,
particularly with the northeastern di-
visions of the PLA. Many soldiers of
the Korean People’s Revolutionary
Army got their training in the PLA of
China in the long war they both
fought against Japanese imperialism.

Also, the Korean People’s Libera-
tion Army was allied with the Soviet
Red Army as a result of the Great Pa-
triotic War that the USSR conducted
during the Second World War in which
it defeated the Japanese Kwantung
Army and liberated Manchuria. .

Revolutionaries liberated
all Korea from Japanese

All this opened the way for the Ko-
rean People’s Revolutionary Army to
clear the peninsula of imperialist dom-
ination by the Japanese imperialists.
It was only at the end of the Second
World War, after the U.S. decided to
level Hiroshima and Nagasaki, that
the U.S. occupation forces then got a

foothold in the southern part of Korea,. , who controls them.

The U.S. Commander, General Hodge,
later told a UN Commission that in
September 1945 “we came in and
found the communists actually ruling
and controlling south Korea.” (UN
General -Assembly, Official Records,
3rd Session, Supplement No. 9.)

Impact of atomic bomb

But it wasn’t just the U.S. military
forces that stopped the onward march
of the Korean People’s Revolutionary
Army and the Soviet Red Army. It was
the dropping of the atomic bomb.

It was this unprecedented act of
barbarism directed against a whole
people which forced the partition of
Korea. One can only appreciate the
basic reason for the partition if one
views it in the light of the horrible sig-
nificance of the atomic destruction of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

At no time did the Korean people
have any say, nor did they choose to
have the U.S. divide their country up
to the 38th parallel.

How else can we explain that today
the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea (north Korea) has not a single
foreign soldier on its soil, while south
Korea is a virtual military garrison,
an outpost of the U.S. military, with
40,000 troops and nuclear bombs?
That is what it takes to hold south Ko-
rea in bondage.

A great deal of publicity is given to -

the so-called prosperity of the south.
Little is said about how tightly the Ko-
rean economy is controlled by the mul-
tinational U.S. corporations and
banks, with Japanese participation.

Not without reason is the south Ko-
rean economy completely rigged and
export-oriented toward the U.S. and
Japanese markets, making it depen-
dent upon them. Here at home the
workers are filled with vicious propa-
ganda against Korean imports, direc-
ted against the Korean workers. All
but forgotten is the fact that the same
U. S. ruling class which spreads pro-
paganda about the danger of Korean
imports controls the economy of south
Korea and has militarized the whole
area.

It shows no signs of ever voluntarily
leaving, notwithstanding the
ever-growing anti-imperialist senti-
ment in the south and the inability of
any of its Korean puppets to establish
credibility with the people, precisely
because it is well known by the people

cross s s gouth Korea..qo o -
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Palace of Sports in Pyongyang, north Korea. Despite the pamtlon and US mvasuon of Korea the soclallst north has
built a strong, independent economy.

Unrelenting U.S. campalgn
against DPRK

On the other hand, the remarkable
industrial and technological progress
made by the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea is rarely alluded to.
Reports in the imperialist media are
mostly limited to spreading the most
vicious slanders concocted by the
Seoul puppets about the DPRK. The
lies are passed as good coin by the im-
perialist press, particularly in the U.S.

If the accusation of a bomb plot by
the DPRK does not go over one day,
they are sure to concoct another slan-
der the next day. Yesterday it was the
blowing up of a Korean Air Line jet,
tomorrow it will be something else.

At the height of the giant demon-

strations by students and workers last
year, the south Korean press con-
cocted the story that Kim Il Sung, the
president of the DPRK, had been as-
sassinated. It didn’t bother them at all
that he appeared within a few days af-
ter the slander. But the U.S. press,
which had widely and loudly reported
on the alleged assassination, devoted
only a paragraph to the revelation
that it was all a south Korean-created
hoax.
. The imperialist press’s interest is
not only in maintaining the credibility
of the puppets in south Korea but help-
ing to maintain the fabulous profits
and strategic military interests of U.S.
finance capital.

As the supreme military power of
the Pacific, the U.S. needs to have the
Olympic Games in Seoul in order to
give the regime the legitimacy in
world public opinion that it lacks with
its own people.

It’s all done in the predatory finan-
cial and industrial interests of the U.S.
and Japan. And one of their funda-
mental objectives is to undermine the
Democratic People’s Republic of Ko-
rea and pass the occupied territory off
for good coin.

Even if the Cuban government,
along with the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, were obliged to
concede and participate in the Olym-
pic Games in some capacity accept-
able to the DPRK, it would neverthe-
less have brought to world attention
the very grave and serious injustice
done to the people of Korea, who didn’t
ask for the games to be held in Seoul,
and would have readily agreed to any
other part of the planet which isnot as
severely oppressed by imperialism as

9L et T
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Maine paper strikers take on triple threat

Governor ‘McVeto' is silent partner of corporate

By Phil Wilayto

As a 50-person car caravan of
paperworkers on strike against the In-
ternational Paper Company (IP)
winds its way through the cities and
towns of Maine, Governor John R.
McKernan Jr. has just vetoed — for
the second time — an anti-scab bill
that could have significantly aided
the strike.

The 1,250 workers in Jay, Maine,
members of Local 14 of the United
Paperworkers International Union
(UPIU) and Firemen and Oilers Local
246, have been out on strike since June
16. Along with over 2,100 other strik-
ing or locked-out paperworkers in De-
Pere, Wisc., Mobile, Ala., and Lock
Haven Pa., they have been heroically
res1st1ng IP s demands for severe cuts
in wages, repressive work rule
changes and job-eliminating subcon-
tracting.

The UPIU has recently enlisted the
help of the New York-based Corporate
Campaign Inc. (CCI) to expose the
links between IP and other corporate
giants. CCI and the UPIU hope to
generate enough grassroots pressure
to influence IP to come to a just set-
tlement.

‘CAR-A-VAN ’'88’
building strike support

“CAR-A-VAN ’88” on a January
tour of 28 towns, is part of this educat-
ing and organizing strategy, and will
arrive in the state capital of Augusta
on Friday, Jan. 22. There, a motorcade
through the city will be followed by a
rally from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. “in and
around the State House,” according to
Local 14 spokesperson Brian
Doughty. “We hope to hold the rally in
the Hall of Flags,” Doughty told
Workers World, “while the legislature
is in session.” The public is being in-
vited to attend.

The governor: IP’s silent partner
The rally at the State House will be
an opportunity to spotlight the role of

“Scabs out, Union in!”
(Paperworkers’ strike song, played at union rallies
by Louise Parker and the Picketers)

Chorus:
Scabs out, Union in!

United Paperworkers are gonna win;
with the whole labor movement pitching in,
it’s gonna be Scabs out, Union in!

From Pennsylvania up to Maine,
Alabama and Wisconsin, too,
The Paperworkers are out on strike,

F & O and UPIU;

We're fighting for our jobs and our families

and to keep our dignity,

And with the help of the whole wide labor movement,
you know we’re gonna whip IP!

(Chorus)

International Paper is a company
up to its neck in money bags
So it gives all its bosses great big raises
while it gives our jobs to scabs;
Well, we'’re the ones who built IP,
we ain’t taking this lying down
And with the help of a little solidarity,
we’re gonna bring old IP down!

(Chorus)

We’ re North and South, East and West,
we’re men and we’re women, too;

We’re Black and Whlte and young and old —
hey, you know, we’re just like you;

But we’re the ones on the front lines now

of these union-busting attacks,
And it’ll take the help of all of us

to get IP off our backs.

(c) By Phil Wilayto, 1987
. NEW VISTA ARTS

the third member of the unholy alli-
ance lined up against the striking
paperworkers: the governor.

When the Jay strike began, IP hired
a professional strike-breaking com-
pany from Alabama called BE & K,
the same outfit that provided scabs for
Boise-Cascade in the Rumford strike
in 1986. In a telephone interview with

Washin dgton dock struggle.
S

Thousands of dockworkers in ports
along Pacific Northwest shores are
locked in a major struggle with a
multinational corporate giant, and the
future of the union itself is at stake.
The ITT Corporation’s forest products
subsidiary, ITT Rayonier, is threaten-
ing to contract stevedoring work to a

non-union company, Reliance Marine

Inc., itself partly owned by I'TT. In the
process, Rayonier would hire some
2,000 non-union longshore workers.
The use of non-union dockworkers
would save the company about $5 mil-
lion per year by way of lower wages,
smaller work crews, speedup and re-
moval of contractual safety and health
restrictions. ITT’s goal clearly is to
eliminate the International Long-
shoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Un-
ion (ILWU) as a powerful force block-
ing its free access to unlimited profits.
The union has a long, rich history of
militant struggles, unity and solidar-
ity — from strikes that shut down ev-
ery port from Seattle to San Francisco
to refusing to unload cargofrom Chile
and South Africa. And itis mounting a
fight against this latest attack. A
38-hour strike shut down every port in
the region Jan: 14 and 15, and 4,000
dockworkers attended a rally in Ta-
coma, Wash., where they sent out the
message that they will not allow a sin-
gle port, company or ship to run with

non-union labor. ILWU leaders said
they are prepared to shut down all 12
Northwest ports if necessary, and the
membership is ready and willing. Ac-
cording to union president James
Herman, “Our powerisin our unity up
and down the coast.”

Sears sexism OK. The U.S. Court
of Appeals has ruled that systematic
discrimination against women em-
ployees by Sears, Roebuck & Co. is ac-

tually not discrimination at all, and

that factual evidence does not consti-
tute proof. The ruling, one of the more
blatant instances of judicial inter-
vention on behalf of big business, over-
turned a nine-yearlong attempt by
women workers at Sears to win jus-
tice. In ruling for Sears, the court ig-
nored reams of statistical evidence
documenting the fact that women at
Sears are concentrated in the low-
est-paying jobs, ruling that this fact
is simply irrelevant. Instead, the
judges found in favor of the com-
pany’s astonishing argument that, al-
though it’s true that women workers
are paid less, that’s due not te discrim-
ination but to the preference of the
women themselves — that women
have different interests and aspira-
tions and choose lower-paying jobs
as a result.

Workers World, Local 14 attorney Pat
McTeague explained that “BE & K
was the key to IP’s holding out against
the strike. It provided the millwrights,
electricians, pipefitters and other
skilled maintenance workers without
which the plant couldn’t have oper-
ated.”

The bill that Governor McKernan

Boycott spirits. Two boycotts on
alcohol products have been called to
support union struggles. Distillery
and Wine Workers Local 186 is fight-
ing huge takebacks imposed by the
Napa Valley Co-op — a whopping 25%
wage cut along with pension and med-
ical benefit cuts — without a contract.
To demonstrate national support for
their struggle for a just contract, the
Napa Valley workers have called for a
boycott of a new wine being promoted
by the company, Bergfeld 1985 Sau-
vignon Blanc. Meanwhile, Distillery
Workers Local 42 has been locked in a
struggle against the Mohawk Liqueur
Corp. since last May, when they
walked out on strike. The strike be-
came a lockout when Mohawk hired
scab replacements and refused to al-
low over 50 union workers back to their
jobs. The struggle is now to win their
jobs back, and a boycott of the follow-
ing Mohawk products has been called
to support that struggle: Canadian
Can-Am whiskey, Grand MacNish,
Arandas Tequila, Chaska and Vod-
stok Vodka, and all Mohawk gin, rum,
peppermint schnapps, cordials, kah-
lua, amaretto and sambuca.

Shelley Ettinger

‘mill like the one in Jay,”

unionbusters

just vetoed would have allowed the
union to file for an injunction against
IP’s use of BE & K.

The veto wasn’t the only way
McKernan has helped out IP. “A paper
explained
McTeague, “needs the constant assis-
tance of state agencies like the De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion and the Public Utilities Commis-
sion, and both these agencies have
been very solicitous of the big corpora-
tions in Maine.” Small wonder. For
the Commissioner of the DEP,
McKernan picked a former executive
of alarge engineering firm, and for the
Chairman of Public Utlhtles a former
consultant for Maine Power.

Then there’s the question of the
court injunction IP quickly received
limiting the number of union pickets
at the plant gate. Without the threat of
the State Police to back up the injunc-
tion, no scabs would dare to cross the
picketline — and the State Police are
under the direct control of the gover-
nor.

“It’s plain that when it comes to
out-of-state capital versus Maine
workers,” said McTeague, “McKernan
prefers the out-of-state capital.” This
probably comes as no big surprise to
the governor’s brother Robert, a lobby-
ist for the American Paper Institute in
Washington, D.C.!

Enforcing anti-union injunctions,
appointing big business figures to -
head state agencies, vetoing pro-labor
legislation, all of this has been the role
of Gov. “McVeto” in the IP strike.
“McKernan has decided to blatantly
side with the multinational eorpora-
tions against the people of Maine,”
concluded McTeague.

Truly, Governor McKernan is the
third partner in the unholy alliance of
IP and its corporate allies, an alliance
that must be confronted — and bro-
ken.

CALENDAR

ATLANTA

Sat., Jan. 23: “What's behind the Persian Gulf
crisis?” 7:30 p.m. Childcare. At Georgia-Hill Neigh-
borhood Facility, 250 Georgia Ave., SE, Room 209,
call (404) 662-6417.

BUFFALO, N..

Fri., Jan. 22: “The stock market crash: Was it just
a flash in the pan?” A Marxist analysis by Vince
Copeland, founding member of Workers World
Party and author of The Built-In U.S. War Drive.
8:00 p.m. At 349 Niagara St., call (716) 855-3055.

NEW YORK

Fri., Jan. 22: Benefit dance for Namibian child-
ren. Sponsored by SWAPO.7:00 p.m. At 1199 Union
Hall, 310 W. 43 St, Manhattan. Tickets $15 in
advance, available from All-Peoples Congress
(212) 741-0633.

Wed., Jan. 27: “Uniting to fight racism: How can
we turn New York around?” Citywide anti-racist
forum. Hear C. Vernon Mason; Assemblyman
Roger Green; city council member Jose Rivera;
Nan Won Kim, Coalition Against Anti-Asian Vio-
lence; and others. 7:00 p.m. At Newspaper Guild
Hall, 133 W. 44 St, Manhattan, call (212) 397-1087
or (212) 741-0633.

Thurs., Jan. 28: Latino community meeting to
protest racist violence. Speakers include Jose
Rivera, NYC councilman; Roger Wareham, Center
for Law and Social Justice; Estela Vazquez, Latino
Coalition for Racial Justice; and a representative of
Bronx Unity Movement for Political Power. Organ-
ized by the Latino Coalition for Racial Justice. 6:30
p.m. At Bronx River Neighborhood Center, 1619 E.
174 St., Bronx, call (212) 219-3360 or
(212) 927-9065.

SAN FRANCISCO

Sun., Jan. 24: "Howard Beach to Hemphill,
Texas: The fight against racism.” Henry Clark,
speaker. Also reporton the Black firefighters' fight
for justice by Gloria La Riva. Workers World Forum.
7:00 p.m. At 2482 Mission #30, call (415) 826-4828.

Sun., Jan. 24: March to demand AZT should be
free. From Harvey Milk Plaza (17th & Castro) to

.office of Burroughs Wellcome. +1:00 a.m.

Mon., Jan. 25: Protest at Burroughs Wellcome,
1769 Rollins Rd., Burlingame. AIDS Action Pledge.
10:00 a.m. Call (415) 821-9087.
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Polilical prisoners

‘Kiko’ Martinez appeals federal conviction

By Leslie Feinberg

Progressive Chicano/Mexicano ac-
tivist Francisco “Kiko” Martinez is in
court once again, this time fighting a
1986 conviction in Tucson federal
court charging he broke the law by en-
tering this country using another
name.

For 14 years the U.S. government
has tried to brand Martinez a crimi-
nal. After failing to convict him on
nearly 30 felony counts, it finally was
able to make this one felony charge
stick.

Supporters explain that Martinez, a
prominent Denver lawyer and activ-
ist, was singled out because he fought
for self-determination for Chi-
canos/Mexicanos and all oppressed
nations, defended treaty rights of in-
digenous nations, supported bilingual
education, the rights of prisoners, mi-
grant workers, students and the poor.

It is no secret that the FBI Counter-
intelligence Program (COINTEL-
PRO) targeted and attacked many
progressive individuals and groups
during the 1960s and ’70s in order to
weigh down the mass movements for
justice in lengthy court battles and
prison terms.

U.S. government charges were filed
against Martinez during a storm of
state violence against Chicano/Mexi-
cano communities. Many activists
were framed and murdered, including
Kiko’s brother.

Martinez fled for his life and lived
for seven years in exile in Mexico un-
der the name Jose Reynoso Diaz. He
was arrested in 1980.

“Vindictive prosecution’

In 1981 Martinez began six years of
trials which resulted in either acquit-
tals, charges dropped for lack of evi-
dence, or a mistrial declared because
ofillegal meetings between the federal
judge and prosecutor.

In 1986, only three months after the
hard-won acquittals, the government
slapped Martinez with a new charge:
using a false name at the border. This
charge was dismissed by a Tucson
judge as vindictive prosecution, but
was later revived by the ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals. On Dec. 15, 1986,
Kiko was sentenced to 90 days in jail
and 4-and-a-half years probation,
pending exhaustion of appeals.

Crazy Horse Spirit, a publication of
the Leonard Peltier Defense Commit-

tee, notes that Martinez has been sus-
pended from practicing law since
1973. It reports that last January the
Colorado Bar Association notified
Martinez of its attempt to disbar him,
based on the conviction finally won by

the state after 13 years. If the Arizona:

conviction is not reversed on appeal,
Crazy Horse Spirit observes, “it will be
grounds for disbarment, completing
the government attack to neutralize
Kiko’s effectiveness as a voice for the
people through the judicial court sys-
tem.”

The Martinez Defense Committee’s

Behind the

Many readers of Workers World are
not familiar with life behind the walls
of Jackson Prison, Michigan’s largest
prison. Allow me to acquaint you with
it. »

The living conditions are horrify-
ing, and for the prisoners unfortu-
nately housed in Cell Block 4 the con-
ditions are especially deplorable.
These prisoners have been unfairly
singled out and blamed for everything
that happens in the prison. The end
result has been the termination of
work and school assignments for 410
of the 480 prisoners in the block. Only

about 40 of the 480 prisoners have
work or school assignments. That

leaves 410 prisoners locked in their
cells like animals for 22 hours a day,
with only an hour a day for yard.
Without the slave wages from pri-
son jobs, it is impossible for most
prisoners to provide the basic necessi-
ties needed to survive: soap, tooth-
paste, cigarettes, stamps, etc. None of
these necessities are given to prison-
ers, they must purchase them from the
prisoner store. ’
Also, and most importantly, is the
fact that without jobs prisoners can-
not fulfill the requirements needed to
obtain a parole. Themain requirement
is that a prisoner maintain either a
work or school assignment before they
will consider a release on parole. The
denial of school assignments is even
more devastating than the denial for
work assignments because most of the
prisoners have no education, which is
why they are in prison to begin with.
Most of these prisoners couldn’t find
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December newsletter concludes, “This
appealis the fifth in this racist and po-
litically motivated prosecution. The
Nixon, Ford and Carter Justice De-
partments failed to convict Kiko. For
seven years we have defeated Rea-
gan’s Justice Department.

“Today this case is part of a pattern
of prosecutions aimed at individuals
and groups who act within their rights
when they oppose official policies.
Reagan favors the rich and powerful.
The poor workers and oppressed na-
tionalities are in for more prisons, le-
thal injections and increased popula-

tion controls instead of jobs and edu-
cation. But we must fight back! We
must prepare and continue to oppose
the right wing’s agenda at every turn
we can. The sudden announcement of
the hearing gives us little time to or-
ganize, so please make a special effort
to support the case.”

For more information on how you
can help, contact one of the Francisco
E. Martinez Defense Committees: P.O.
Box 753, Alamosa, Colo. 81101; P.O.
Box 621, Tucson, Ariz. 85702-0621; or
¢/o P.O. Box 2031, Berkeley, €alif.
94702-0031.

walls of Jackson Prison

employment on the streets because
they had no skills. Now with prison
records and still no skill their chances
of finding employment are even less.

The situation is further com-
pounded by the corrections officers,
and their lack of adequate training.
Many, in fact most, have a very lim-
ited amount of education, very low so-
cial adjustment skills, and racial at-
titudes that they have not come to
terms with. Most of the officers are
white, and from rural areas. Most of
the prisoners are Black, and from ur-
ban areas. That coupled with the fact
that the officers are ordered by their
superiors to write tickets on the quota
system has turned this place into a po-
tential war zone. The kangaroo prison
court system which hears the tickets is
run by other officers. There is no such
thing as not guilty, regardless of the
circumstances, and the sanctions im-
posed on those found guilty results in
the loss of the one hour of yard a day,
and the loss of personal TVs and ra-
dios for up to 30 days.

None of the prisoners are asking
that prisons be turned into country
clubs. They are just asking that they

be treated like members of the human
race.

It is no secret that many companies
are closing their doors and moving
their jobs.to Third World countries.
In those countries they don’t have to
give their employees a 40-hour work
week, health care benefits, time off to
have babies, or provide a safe working
environment. That has caused a very
severe depression in the job market.
And the Department of Corrections
has resolved to fill that void. Prisons
are popping up like roaches, and are
fast becoming the number one em-
ployer in the state. The media is ex-
ploiting the situation by airing on
news stations, and printing in the pa-
pers slanted stories about occurrences
in prison daily. All that the public gets
is the who, what and where. The how
and the why are never reported.

We are asking any activist groups,
attorneys or individuals interested in
helping to organize letter writing
campaigns, protest groups and peti-
tion drives, etc. to please contact me.

Charles Lewis #150709
P.O.Box E .
Jacksoen, Mich. 49204

— Anti-racist actions

Continued from page 6

members, for a rally and tribute to
King. They attacked Chevron for re-
fusing to recognize Martin Luther

King Day as a holiday. The union is

currently negotiating a new contract
and facing cutbacks. One of the speak-
ers was Henry Clark from the Coali-
tion on Toxic Wastes, who explained
that the coalition’s objective was to
assure the health of the workers and
the community, not to shut down the
plant, as Chevron charges.

® New York. In oneofthelarger ac-
tions of the day, 3,000 people marched
in downtown Manhattan on Jan. 18 in
an action called by the Hospital Work-
ers Union District 1199 and supported
by many organizations. Another
group marched from Brooklyn to the
World Trade Center. Later that day,
New York’s Mayor Ed Koch, whose ra-
cist remarks have often been known to
envenom relations in the city, was
booed while speaking at the Convent
Avenue Baptist Church in Harlem. An
hour before Koch spoke, civil rights
activist Rev. Timothy Mitchell led a
group of 500 people in an “exodus
march” to the nearby Metropolitan
Baptist Church to protest Koch’s ap-
pearance.

¢ Queens, N.Y. On Jan. 17, some
500 people marched in Astoria,
Queens, in response to a rumor that
the KKK was holding a public meeting
in the neighborhood. The demonstra-

tion was over 90% Black people, most
from the nearby Queensbridge hous-
ing project, where tenants have been
conducting a campaign around hous-
ing issues. Among the speakers at the
rally was Assemblyman Roger Green,
one of the leaders of recent anti-racist
activity in the city.

e Jersey City, N.J. On Jan. 18, the
Billion Dollar Housing Coalition held
a meeting at the Mountain of Prayer
Church here to commemorate King
Day. John Jones, chairperson of the
coalition, made remarks showing the
parallel between police brutality and
racism today and the enemies of Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. The featured
speaker was Jelayne Miles of the
All-Peoples Congress.

e Wappingers Falls, N.Y. Despite
attempts by town officials to prevent
the action, over 200 people staged a
spirited march against racism on Jan.
16 in this small village about 70 miles
north of New York. Called by the
Dutchess County Committee Against
Racism, the protest was held to de-
mand justice for Tawana Brawley, a
15-year-old Black high school student
who was the victim of a brutal abduc-
tion and rape by a gang of white rac-
ists last Thanksgiving. Despite suffer-
ing a broken pelvis and severe psycho-
logical trauma, the young woman is
being ordered to appear before a grand
jury or face charges of criminal con-
tempt herself. Meanwhile, many facts
in the case point to involvement by
both the local police department and
the Ku Klux Klan.

(Reporters include Michael Nonaka,
Gloria La Riva, JoAnn Gavin, Ruth
Hines and Phil Wilayto.)
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MARTIN LUTHER KING

Si'mbolo de lucha de un puehlo oprimido

Por Teresa Gutierrez

El 18 de enero se llevaron a cabo mani-
festaciones a nivel nacional para conme-
morar la fecha en que el Reverendo
Martin Luther King naci6é hace 59 afios.
En Nueva York més de 3.000 personas
marcharon hacia el municipio para exigir
al alcalde Koch poner un fin al racismo,
promovido por el gobierno imperante.
200 personas marcharon en Austin, Texas
y 250 en Richmond, California.

Mientras los ataques racistas aumentan
cada dia, tales como los ocurridos contra
Angel Ruiz, Ivonne Smallwood, Tawana
Brawley, Michael Stewart, Evelyn y Lisa,
dos lesbianas puertorriquefas, etc., el
pueblo oprimido también estd levantando
su voz en demanda de justicia e igualdad.
Por todo el pais, el pueblo-latino, negro,
asidtico, drabe e indigena se estdn organi-
zando en contra de la violencia a la cual
son sometidos.

ElReverendo M.L.Kingdedic6 todasu
vida a luchar por los derechos de los po-
bres y por la justicia social, especialmente
para los que viven en esta sociedad tan sa-
turada de racismo, y que es usada para
mantener a la clase trabajadora dividida.
King fué asesinado en 1968 por sus creen-
cias de libertad y por ser un lider de la co-

munidad negra tan popular. Después de
una ardua luchade la comunidad negra,en
1986 el congreso se vié forzado a declarar
el cumpleafios de Martin Luther King co-
mo un aniversario nacional.

Hoy como nunca es necesario conme-
morar el cumpleafios del Rev. King conun
fuerte mensaje de lucha y unidad. Porque
vemos que el gobierno, las corporaciones
transnacionales, los banqueros y toda la
clase dominante que manejan el pais des-
de “Wall Street,” levantan un gran atagque
contra el estandard de vida de todos los
trabajadores en este pais y de todo el mun-
do. X

Por ejemplo el desempleo aumenta ca-
da dia, mientras el gobierno y sus lacayos
de los medios de comunicacion lo distor-
sionan y lo esconden, dando la impresién
de que esun problema individual. Hay més
y mds gente que estd forzada a vivir en la
calle; cada dia el peligro de intervencién
militar de los EE.UU. en Nicaragua o el
Medio Oriente crece. Las ganancias de los
trabajadores que servirian para vivienda,
salud, educacion, etc. son canalizadas al
pentdgono para explotar a nuestras her-
manas y hermanos oprimidos del Tercer
Mundo.

Ademads de la manifestacion del 18, a fi-

/\pr

nes de este mes, habrdn dos actividades
importantes. El 27 de enero varios grupos
presentardn un foro con €l tema: “Unidos
Contra el Racismo, Transformaremos
Nueva York.” Se discutird sobre la violen-
cia racista, la lucha por la justicia econ6-
mica, y ademés como afecta a la clase
trabajadora la caida de la bolsa de valores.

Los oradores designados serdn: C. Ver-
non Mason, abogadoen el caso de Howard
Beach; un representante de la Coalicion
Latina por la Justicia Racial; Rebecca Co-
le de ACT-UP (organizaci6n contra el SI-

}

Unidad Revolucionaria en Colombia
— un proceso histérico

SRR e S

Por Enrigue Garcia

Uno de los eventos mds importantes en
los dltimos tiempos en Colombia, es la
constitucién de la Coordinadora Guerri-
llera “SIMON BOLIVAR?”, conformado
por el conjunto del movimiento guerrille-
ro representado por: la Union Camilista-
ELN, el Comando Quintin Lame, el
Ejército de Liberacién Popular (EPL), el
Partido Revolucionario de los Trabajado-
res (PRT), el Movimiento 19 de Abril (M-
19) ylas Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias
de Colombia-Ejército del Pueblo (FARC-
EP).

En una cumbre realizada en lo més
apartado de la Cordillera Oriental de Co-
lombia, los dias 23, 24, 25y 26 de septiem-
bre, los diferentes movimientos
guerrilleros discutieron la situacion poli-
tica del pafs, plagada por “la expresion mds
aguda de la guerra sucia—desapariciones,
asesinatosy torturas —desencadenada por
la oligarquia militarista y fascista, el ham-
bre galopantey la violencia generalizada, y
decidieron unirse al proceso de convergen-
cia popular, democratiea, civil y social que
se vive en todo el pais,” asi fué manifesta-
do en la declaracién politica de la cumbre.

Un hecho de indudable significacion
paralas luchas democriticas del pueblo co-
lombiano, es el firme propdésito de la Coor-
dinadora Guerrillera de replantear el
proceso de tregua con el gobierno y avan-
zar en la perspectiva del didlogo y la solu-
cién politica. Con relacién a esta posicién
un comandante de la Uni6én Camilista-
ELN sefial4: “No hemos venido aqui a ha-
cer declaraciones de guerra, empufiamos
las armas tiempo atrés, las hemos seguido
empuitando, porque creemos que es la Gni-
ca solucién estritegica a las necesidades
del pais. Pero pensamos que hay inmensas
posibilidades de hacer juego politico, jue-
go politico que siempre debe estar impreg-

En la gréafica un aspecto de Ia reunién que d|6r|n a la Coordinadora

Guerrillera “Simén Bolivar”.

nado de una profunda vocacién democra-
tica.”

Elsurgimiento de la Coordinadora vie-
ne a reforzar el intenso proceso unitario
del pueblo colombiano y acentuar la ten-
dencia general de convergencia democré-
tica en torno al derecho a la vida, la pazy
la democracia. Se trata de organizaciones
curtidas en las formas superiores delucha,
de verdaderos ejércitos de hombres y mu-
jeres a quienes la oligarquia liberal-con-
servadora cerr0 las posibilidades de lucha
legal y los forz6 a desarrollar la lucha ar-
mada, que en su forma organizada lleva 24
afios y que ahora se encuentra fortalecida
por la unidad.

El proceso de unidad revolucionaria es
un paso histérico en la lucha de los pue-
blos por su liberacién, pues demuestra el
cardcter avanzado de esta lucha y porque
se constituye bajo criterios de autonamia,
con independencia politica e ideoldgica y

sobre todo porque se respeta a las diferen-
tes fuerzas que componen esa unidad. Tal
es el sentimiento querecoje la Coordina-
dora Guerrillera “SIMON BOLIVAR”.

En las tareas concernientes a la solida-
ridad internacional la declaracién politica
final sefiala “Nos proponemos buscar el
aislamiento politico y diplomético del ré-
gimen colombiano, enla Comisi6én de De-
rechos Humanos de la ONU y las demds
instancias y foros internacionales y buscar
asi mismo nuestro reconocimiento inter-
nacional como fuerzas beligerantes”.

El partido del Mundo Obrero saluda
fraternalmente este proceso unitario que
vive el pueblo de Colombia y se une a los
esfuerzos de los revolucionarios de todoel
mundo para denunciar el gobiernoy el mi-
litarismo fascista que desangra a Colom-
bia, y sobre todo para brindar su incondi-
cional apoyo y solidaridad.
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DA); José Rivera; M6nica Moorehead del
Congreso de Todos los Pueblos y muchos
mds incluyendo activistas sindicalistas. El
fero se llevard a cabo en el hall del News-
paper Guild, 133 W. 44th St. a las 7:00 de
la tarde. Para mds informacion pueden lla-
mar al (212) 397-1087 o 741-0633.

El jueves, 28 de enero la Coalicion La-
tina por la Justicia Racial tendr4 un foro
comunal para protestar contralaviolencia
racista, alas 7 pmdela tarde,donde habla-
rdn destacados dirigentes populares como
José Rivera, miembro del consejo de Nue-
va York, Estela Vdsquez, representante de
la Coalici6n Latina por la Justicia Racial;
un representante del “Bronx Unity Move-
ment for Political Power”; Roger Ware-
ham del Centro para la Ley y Justicia
Social; y otros. En este foro se le daré én-
fasis a la lucha anti-racista pero en parti-
cular a los ataques contra los latinos. Para
mds informacién llamen al (212) 927-9065
0219-3360.
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