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The senators couldn’t resist the
popular opposition to Judge
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continues to be the opposite of
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AIDS rights hill in D.C.

attacked hy Senate

Capital City’s budget held hostage

By Brian Becker
Washington

Following is a brief qu1z on U.S.
constitutional law.

Q. When is a law (i.e., a constitu-
tionally valid law passed by duly
elected legislators) not a law?

A.Whenitis progressive, designed
as a protection against anti-gay big-
otry, and adopted by the District of
Columbia City Council.

Why is such a law not a law? Be-
cause the District of Columbia and
its 800,000 residents (85% of whom
are Black and Latino) exist in a state
of neocolonial bondage to a racist,

After Oct. 11

The struggle for

lesbian and gay liberation

Years of struggle from the days of Stonewall and
before have enabled thousands to come together

1n Washington Oct. 11. United as one voice, this

demonstration will say to Reagan, Congress,
the courts, and to the world that nothing
will stop the drive to win equality and
justice for lesbians and gay men.
No right-wing mobilizations, no
inquisitorial Supreme Court
rulings, no gay bashing fas-

cist-style gangs,

no

amount of suffering

and grief from AIDS

~ canstop thedrive

FOR

OCT.11
MARCH
INFORMATION,
see page 2

to push ahead

Continued on
page 8

Re

sexist, anti-gay U.S. Congress made
up of millionaires and millionaires-
to-be. ‘

Case in point. The U.S. Senate
voted on Oct. 1 to freeze all D.C. city

funds by Dec. 12 — bringing all city

services, including fire protection,
public hospitals and garbage collec-
tion, to a halt — unless the D.C.
Council rescinds a recently passed
law prohibiting insurance compa-
nies from requiring an HIV antibody
test for new insurance applicants.
The presence of HIV antibodies may
indicate exposure to the AIDS in-

fection. '
The D.C. law was passed after an
intense organizing and lobbying ef-
Continued on page 7

- SPECIAL
~ 4-PAGE
* SUPPLEMENT:

_ LESBIANS AND
GAY MEN FIGHT BACK
[>Oppression and liberation

[> Fight racism, build unity
[> Star Wars and AIDS
> Lesbian and gay workers
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Sunday, October 11  3:30-7:30 p.m.

Puace: Capitol Quality Inn 415 New Jersey Ave. NW
(go north on 4st St. NW o D St. and New Jersey Ave.)
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Sunday, Oct. 11
7:15 a.m. — AIDS Memorial-Names
Project

-Between Constitution and
Independence Avenues on the Mall
between 7th and 9th Streets

All morning

For the main march, gather at the
Ellipse

9 a.m. — Rally begins at Ellipse

12 noon — March starts

Ave.

Around White House

East on Pennsylvania Avé. to 7th Street
Onto 7th St to the Mall

1 p.m. — Rally starts at Mall

4 p.m. — Rally ends

Tuesday, Oct. 13
Civil Disobedience at Supreme Court

- 8:00 a.m. — gather at 1st and Maryland
Ave, N.E. (The East Lawn of the Capitol)

Housing hotline (202) 783-3407

CD mformatlon hotline: (201) 393-1929

March north on 17th St. to Pennsylvania

National Assocation of PWAs 24-hour medical and information hotline: (202) 347-1317

Oct. 11 March Informat|on VVV
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Medical, Transportation and Housing information available around the stage at 3rd St, and the Mall.
Medical information also available at Ellipse and at the Mall.

‘For Love and Life’ — a gripping play promotes gay rights

By Dianne Mathiowetz
Atlanta

A fascinating play which docu-
ments the joys and difficulties of les-
bian and gay life, and points to the
upcoming Oct. 11 march in Washing-
ton, D.C., as the way to affirm and de-
fend lesbian and gay rights has been
produced in Atlanta.

“For Love and Life” by Rebecca
Ransom is a gripping drama with
humor, music, and dance. It illustrates

the strength and determination of the
lesbian and gay community to over-
come bigotry and oppression.

Thunderous applause

_ The dialogue was largely written by
the cast, all of whom are activists.
Some have professional theater expe-
rience but others haven’t been on
stage since grade school. The audience
responded to the often searingly hon-
est and familiarly humorous scenes

WE'RE
UNIQUE

There are many ways that
WORKERS WORLD is unique.
Qur support for and partici-
pationinthelesbianand gay

age of the struggle against

pressinthe U.S.

the future of humanity.

0L

OC 30th

I'_l [] | ANNIVERSARY
BUILDING FUND

struggleis one of them. Consistently, week atter week,
we carry the most up-to-date,

health carefor all, of the Coors boycott, of the struggle
for recognition of lesbians and gays for civil rights on
the job and generally in society: Our goalisto advance
the class struggle on every front so the ruling class
.can’t divide working and oppressed people:

If you value WORKERS WORLD then invest today in
WORKERS WORLD 30th Anniverary Building Fund to
help us buy a permanent home. So that we can
concentrate our efforts on building the revolutionary

Investtoday in WORKERS WORLD. For your future. And

class-conscious cover-

AIDS and for needed

Please mail-your check today to the WW Building Fund. For
more information write to WW Building Fund 46 West 21 St.

with tears, smiles and thunderous ap-
plause.

The play draws from the life experi-
ences of the cast to raise issues of rac-
ism, drug and alcohol abuse, the AIDS
crisis and other serious questions. It’s
all done in the framework of giving
tribute to the heroes and heroines of
the lesbian and gay community — the
risk takers and groundbreakeérs.

The original music is a highlight of
the show. It opens with a sapng “His-
tory Is Now” which invites listeners to

recognize that each person is a maker
of history.

The Oct. 11 National March for Les-
bian and Gay Rights in Washington
gives direction for the play’s call to
take action to shape history:

The play has been performed to
large and enthusiastic audiences,
with proceeds going to benefit the na-
tional march. “For Love and Life”” has
generated a growing excitement in
Atlanta to participate in this historic
liberation event.
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People’s strength beats back the Bork attack

Struggle unites labor, women, Black and gay groups

By John Catalinotto

On Oct. 6, the Senate Judiciary
Committee voted 9-5 to recommend
rejection of Judge Robert Bork for the
Supreme Court. This rejection “was
unexpected just weeks ago and as
late as Oct. 5 Reagan said it would
happen “over my dead body.”

While perhaps not yet marking the
demise of Reaganism, this setback
shows the breadth of popular resis-
tance to the ultra-right judge and the
growing difficulty of the Reaganites to
push through their overall reaction-
ary program.

Reagan had asked on Oct. 2 for his
“public” to resist “special interests”
and show their support for Bork. By
special interests, Reagan means
Black people, women, gay and lesbian
people, and workers in and out of un-
ions, who have all found some way of
speaking out against Bork and who
together make up the vast majority of
the population.

Contrary to Reagan’s wail, the se-
lection process this time has been
much more representative than others
in recent history. The nomination of a
Supreme Court justice is the opposite
of the democratic process.

Picked by the president, the candi-
date is almost always a long-time
judge steeped in property rights. He

Profiteers cause higgest

By J. Marquardt
San Francisco

The destructive earthquake that hit
near Los Angeles on Oct. 1 left several
people dead, scores injured, at least
$100 million in damage and 10,000
people homeless in southern Califor-
nia.

In the wake of all this loss, greed for
profits immediately raised its ugly
head. The Oct. 2 Los Angeles Times
carried a prominent advertisement for
a major department store, The
Broadway, offering deferred pay-

gets a perfunctory hearing in the Sen-
ate, then is confirmed for life to the
court. There’s no way to remove the
justice, whatever anti-popular deci-
sions he or she may hand down.

There’s also no way for the people to
elect a candidate whois a trade union-
ist or a community organizer to pass
on laws so vital to daily life. In the ses-
sion opening in November, for exam-
ple, the court is scheduled to hear
cases involving abortion, religion, free
speech, the death penalty, executive
power, job bias, and gay and lesbian
rights.

Earlier in his administration, be-
sides appointing rightist Sandra Day
O’Connor, Reagan had gotten away
with his appointments of ultra-right-
ist Antonin Scalia to the court and
William Rehnquist to chief justice.
The Democratic Senators and so--
called moderate Republicans put up
little to no resistance.

Bork arouses mass resistance

But Bork has been another story.
Bork had been so outspoken against
legal decisions favoring civil rights
for Black people and women, so vi-
cious against gay and lesbian rights,
so threatening to abortion rights, and
so pro-boss and anti-union that his
nomination aroused an immediate
fight-back spirit. This came not from

ments for customers who need to im-
mediately replace personal and
household goods.

How nice. How opportunistic.

Certainly the thousands made
homeless by the scores of damaged
apartment buildings and houses
won’t be rushing out to “charge it.”
What they need is a place to live! Many
people are camping out in yards, parks
and at emergency shelters. They join
the thousands who were homeless be-
fore the earthquakes.

Jose Ramos and his family, recent

immigrants from El Salvador, said at -

What’s a mothertodo?
Women’s wages less than cost of childcare

By Sharon Shelton

Millions of women are not working
because they can’t afford to pay for
expenses such as childcare with the
low wages they would receive.

This is the finding of a recent
Bureau of Labor Statistics study,
which reports there are a startling
10-20 million people in the U.S. who
have been forced to live outside the
job market. )

Many, if not most, of these workers
are women. In fact, of the six million
who want to work but aren’t looking,
67% are women. These women aren’t
looking for jobs because they literally
can’t afford to work.

Donna Van Name, a former clerk at
a Boston insurance company, is one
such worker. Interviewed in the Sept.
27 New York Times, Van Name said
childcare costs for her three small
children would almost evenly match
the $248 a week in wages she would
earn at her old job or another like it.
So, for her and millions of others, there
is little difference in working or not
working.

The publicly funded daycare of the
1960s and 1970s, itself inadequate to
meet the growing numbers of women
in the workforce, was deeply slashed
first under the Carter administration

and later under Reagan. The cuts in
daycare, along with other vital social
services, were made to accommodate a
sharply rising military budget.

Today, there are 50 million women
working in the U.S. and 24 million
children under 13 who need daycare.
By 1990, this number will grow to 30
million children. But, at present there
are slots for only six million children,
and-what’s left of public daycare cen-
ters are threatened by Gramm-
Rudman.

Between 1970 and 1980, 86% of new
jobs were created in the service sec-
tor, while higher paying industrial
jobs were disappearing due to shut-
downs and automation. These service
jobs — in fast food restaurants, in the
public sector, in offices — are the jobs
that await women entering the work-
force. Pay is low, often only minimum
wage.

Hardest hit by this crisis are women
who* head households. According to
the Census Bureau, in 1985 the median
income for families with women
heads-of-households was only $13,660
— hardly enough to cover food and
shelter, much less childcare.

But quality daycare is a vital neces-
sity as much as food, clothing, and
shelter and should be publicly funded,
accessible and free to all who need it.

the Democratic senators so much as
from organizations representing
those threatened by Bork’s reaction-
ary ideas. .

Last July, 15,000 delegates at the
NAACP national convention unani-
mously passed an emergency resolu-
tion opposing Bork. The National
Organization for Women (NOW) also
announced its determination to stop
his nomination.

United fightback

On Sept. 15, the day the Senate con-
firmation hearings began, demon-
strations were held in Washington,
New York and other cities uniting not
only the NAACP and NOW against
Bork, but also the Coalition for Les-
bian and Gay Rights, the National
Abortion Rights Action League, the
Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund, Asian-Americans for
Equality, a number of unions and
other organizations.

Essentially, Bork’s nomination
sparked a united fightback by all pro-
gressive movements in the U.S. Fi-
nally the Democratic senators got the
message that they’d better battle
Bork. Even then they pulled their
punches, preventing anti-Bork testi-
mony from the NAACP and the
AFL-CIO.

But Bork ran even more scared. In

his testimony, he tried to disguise his
racist and anti-women pronounce-
ments as judicial moderation.” The
disguise failed.

Character of court unchanged

While this committee’s rejection of
Bork marks a setback for reactionary
Reaganism, it changes little regard-
ing the character of the Supreme
Court itself. Even a full rejection of
Bork leaves Reagan able to appoint a
less outspoken but equally reaction-
ary judge. And even without any ap-
pointment, the court has been making
decisions already reversing some of
the gains made in the 1960s and 1970s.

Just on Oct. 5, for example, the Su-
preme Court refused to hear the case of
Native political prisoner Leonard Pel-
tier. On the same day they refused to
hear the case of women firefighters
demanding a fair test for their jobs.
And last year the court made numer-
ous decisions strengthening the power
of police and courts to intimidate and
arrest prisoners, plus the notorious
decision upholding the anti-gay lawin
Georgia.

The setback for Bork is a breath of
fresh air for the progressive movement
in this country. But the de facto coali-
tion that brought it about will have to
save that breath for the next battle
ahead:

aftershock in LA quake

their campsite in Los Angeles’ MacAr-
thur Park, “We don’t want to die. Our
building is very tall and very old. The
next one that comes, who knows?”

Leticia Dominguez, who survived
the 1986 earthquake in Mexico that
killed over 6,000 people, added that
many people died in Mexico City be-
cause they had gone back into their
damaged homes and then the after-
shocks hit.

Red Cross spokesman Ralph Wright
stated that the older apartment buil-
dingsin Hollywood, Whittier and East
Los ‘Angeles, where the residents are
mostly low-income, were the hardest
hit. He said that after the immediate
crisis is over and emergency shelters
are closed, ‘“We really have no place to
put the folks. Los Angeles is short of
what you would call low-income hous-
ing.”’ )

And finally there was the word from
the state’s major property insurance
carriers that they wouldn’t be paying
for very much of the damage. Due to
residential property deductibles of be-
tween 10% and 25% of the total prop-

erty value for earthquake claims, few
homeowners will receive any benefits.
The same is true of commercial prop-
erty policies that have earthquake
deductibles as high as $20 million.

Since 1985, California has required
insurers to offer earthquake insur-
ance. But many homeowners’ policies
were canceled when they appliéd for
added earthquake benefits: “High risk
area,” say the insurers. So today fewer
than one in every six California home-
owners even have earthquake insur-
ance.

Meanwhile the insurance compa-
nies continue to profit from earth-
quakes and similar disasters. The
California Department of Insurance
reported that insurers ook in $662.5
million in earthquake insurance pre-
miums between 1978 and 1986 in the
state, paying out only $28.6 million in
claims. In 1986 alone they took in $180
million in earthquake premiums, pay-
ing out only $16 million. During the
first half of this year nationwide prop-
erty and casualty insurers had a net
income of $7.5 billion, a 30% increase
over last year’s first half figures.

.
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THE GAY QUESTION:
A Marxist Appraisal

By Bob McCubbin

This pioneering
materialist analysis of
gay oppression traces
the history of lesbians
and gay men from
ancient society to the
present day.
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Lahor, community join the line with NFL strikers

By Richard Becker

The owners’ drive to bust the Na-
tional Football League Players Asso-
ciation ran into heavy resistance on
Oct. 4. Fans stayed away in record
numbers from games played by scab
(“replacement”) teams from Los An-
geles to New York:

Angry demonstrations showing la-
bor solidarity confronted police and
scabs crossing the picket lines in sev-
eral cities. In Washington, 5,000
workers skirmished with police out-
side RFK Stadium. _

In Philadelphia, a picket line of
about 4,000 was set up by the Team-
sters and AFL-CIO unions. Eighty
Teamster-driven tractor trailers
snarled traffic around Veterans Sta-
dium before the game. Seven demon-
strators out of a picket line of several
hundred were arrested at the Silver-
dome in Pontiac, Mich..

The strong show of support for the
strike put a major dent in the NFL
owners’ well-oiled propaganda ma-
chine. This machine, which includes
the big media, has two related objec-
tives: 1) Persuade people that the play-
ers are overpaid, spoiled, greedy, etc.;
and 2) Split in order to smash the
NFLPA.

Issues of the strike -

Free agency, the right of a player to
sign with the team that offers him the
best deal, has.been portrayed in the
media as the one and only issue in the

.\'."
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Atlanta Falcon’s Ron Middleton with supporters. More than a thousand turned
out at the Georgia stadium to join the picket.

strike. Itis an important question, and
certainly a justified demand by the
players, but only one of many. The
owners, all vehement advocates of
“free enterprise,” have set up a system
which allows the players to bargain
only with the team that drafts them
when they leave college or signs them
first if they are not drafted.

At least as crucial as free agency to
the majority of NFL players are is-

Baltimore steel workers fed up
with gross contract violations

. By D. Kermit Leibensperger

member USWA Local 2610
Baltimore

Steelworkers from the four USWA
locals at Bethlehem Steel picketed for
the third time in less than a month to
angrily oppose plant manager Ray-
buck’s cut-throat policies. After the
last protest blocked the doors to the
main office, Raybuck told union lead-
ers that anyone demonstrating in
front of the main office would be ar-
rested and that the Oct. 4 protest would
have to take place in a softball field
several blocks away. :

The workers met at the ballfield,
then marched down North Point Bou-
levard to the main office of Bethlehem
Steel, defying Raybuck’s arbitrary or-
der. Police arrested Local 2609 Presi-:
dent Don Kellner and told the crowd to
leave, but this did not deter anyone.
Chants of “We want Kellner!” got all
the louder. At one point the 500 mili-
tant steelworkers’ picket line ringed
the entire building.

Unior leaders have called these
picket lines due to the total breakdown
of the grievance procedure as a
method to resolve even the most
clear-cut contract violations by Ray-
buck and his lieutenants. The most re-
cent management attacks have been
to eliminate most summer vacations
in wiolation of signed departmental
agreements, closing the electrical re-
pair shop and contracting out their
work after signing an agreement not

to a year ago, and suspending five

millwrights for refusing to work over-
time doing another department’s
work.

This year production and quality
records have been set in'half the mills
on Sparrows Point. Rather than re-
ward the steelworkers for their efforts,
Raybuck has announced that he will
lay off hundreds more by Christmas
week, adding to the thousands of jobs
already gone and the tens of thou-
sands suffering as a result.

Thirty thousand used to work at this
plant. By the end of the year there will
be less than 8,000. But these 8,000 pro-
duce several times as much steel due to
intense automation. The contradic-
tions of overproduction and increas-
ing exploitation of those still “lucky to
have a job,” as our bosses constantly

remind us, are fast bringing tempers .

at Sparrows Point to the boiling point.

sues like pensions, guaranteed con-
tracts, medical compensation and
other health issues, and severance
pay.

What makes these issues so press-
ing is the nature of the profession. In
the last 7 years, the average career du-
ration of an NFL player has declined
from 4.3 years to 3.2 years. Why, de-
spite advances in sports medicine dur-
ing the same period, is this so?

The owners and the national net-
works, which televise the pro games,
promote, glorify and reward football
brutality. Disabling a quarterback,
running back, wide receiver or any
other star player on the other team is
glamorized. The owners and sports-
casters, of course, are not the ones who
suffer the torn ligaments, dislocations,
concussions and often permanent disa-
bilities that go with them.

Players are encouraged to use drugs
to enhance play. Steroids help build
muscles and bulk fast, so fast that
steroid users and their opponents are
subject to increased danger of serious
injury. Steroid use also has psycho-

NYC bike messengers fight
Gity Council restrictions

By Mary Owen
New York

On the heels of their recent victory
over the city’s attempt to ban them
from some midtown streets on week-
days, New York City’s bicycle mes-
sengers are now fighting a repressive
City Council bill that was drafted with
no advance consultation with them.

On Sept. 28 the City Council’s Con-
sumer Affairs Committee chaired by
Council Member Carol Greitzer held a
hearing on the bill, Intro 801. If en-
acted, it would require all messengers
(bike, moped, foot, etc.) to have a li-
cense — similar to a cab driver’s
“hack” license — in order to work, all
bikes to have bells, lights or reflectors,
rear-view mirrors and tire fenders.

The bill also calls for penalties of
$50 per violation of 801 (over and
above traffic tickets) and would add
Social Security numbers to ID cards
that must be surrendered to cops, and
other officials on demand.

Angered by the lack of consultation
and the bill’s repressive character, bi-
cycle messengers, bike commuters
and supporters, including a repre-
sentative of the All-Peoples Congress
and the Amalgamated Transit Union
Local 1202 (Greyhound), took time off

work to speak out at the hearing.

Greitzer made her position clear
from the outset by lecturing police and
transportation department represent-
atives for not bringing enough wit-
nesses, while at the same time trying
to limit messengers’ testimony, call-
ing it “redundant.” But the messeng-
ers fought her on this and insisted on
being heard.

“The way the bill reads and coming
as it does in the aftermath of stepped-
up police activity against messengers,
we can only see this as an attack on
our jobs and an effort to make it im-
possible for us to work,” said the mes-
sengers’ written handout. One after
another, Black, Latino and other mi-
nority and white messengers, many
speaking for the first time at such a fo-
rum, condemned the bill as racist, in-
sensitive to working youth, and loaded
with firies and fees that would make it
virtually impossible to work as a mes-
senger and earn an honest living.

“You’re messing with our jobs and
we won’t stand for it,” said one mes-
senger. “We’ll fight this just like we
fought the ban.”

The messengers called on the city to
stop legislating against them and in-
stead to meet with them to discussrea-
sonable solutions.
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Over 3,000 from a hundred unions
blocked the scabs in Philadelphia.

logical effects: it sharply increases
aggressiveness. Long term side-effects
include liver cancer and psychosis.

Injured players, Joel Williams, a
striking Atlanta Falcons tailback told
supporters on the picket line this
weekend, are frequently encouraged to
play anyway. Often they are shot up
with painkillers, an extremely dan-
gerous practice in a sport with such
heavy contact. Countless NFL careers
have ended in this way. According to
Williams, “Grievances for injuries
take 5 years to settle.”

Players are also calling for a study
of the role played by artificial turf in
increasing the number and severity of
injuries.

The average NFL player, whose ca-
reer ends at age 25, must look forward
to one degree or another of permanent
disability. Large numbers of former
players end up applying for Perma-
nent and Total Disability Benefits.
Two-thirds of these applications are
denied out of hand. According to
ABC’s Nightline on Oct. 5, only Darryl
Stingley, former New England Patri-
ots wide receiver paralyzed from the
neck down in a 1979 game, is receiving
full disability benefits. ]

Presently a 10-year veteran of the
NFL qualifies for a monthly pension
of $1,300 at age 55. This compares to
$3,000 monthly for a 10-year veteran
of baseball, of whom there are far
more. Players with less than 4 years
(the majority) get no benefits. Quali-
fied veterans who apply for early re-
tirement at age 45 receive less than
half the age 55 benefit, yet 88% do so,
reflecting their financial situation. If
a player dies, his dependent children
get a benefit payment of $55 per
month!

Racism in the NFL

The majority of NFL players are
Black, as are the top leaders of the un-
ion. All the owners, general managers,
head coaches and virtually all the
quarterbacks (the highest paying po-
sitions) are white. Gene Upshaw, Ex-
ecutive Director of the NFLPA,
accused the owners of trying to use
racism to split the union by attacking
Upshaw’s leadership.

The NFLPA and the owners agree
that the average salary for the players
is $230,000 per year. But, as the play-
ers’ leadership points out, this is
highly misleading. If the salaries paid
to a small number of quarterbacks and
a few others are taken out, the real av-
erage salary is more like $70-90,000.
Moreover, only about 3% of NFL play-
ers have contracts guaranteed for the
year they are playing. The other 97%
can be fired at any time with no notice
or benefits. This frequently happens
to player representatives (shop ste
wards), who are routinely waived or
cut as punishment for union activity.

Profits
The owners count their returns in
the millions. Pro football is a monop-

Continued on page 10
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In defense of the African National Gongress

The connection between cap|tal|sm and apartheid

By Monica Moorehead

It has been a year since Congress
passed its only sanctions bill against
South Africa. Though limited in its
impact, the passing of this congres-
sional bill reflected the tremendous
mass anti-apartheid sentiment in the
U.S. during the recent pexiod.

President Reagan has already said
that these sanctions, prohibiting the
import of South African coal, steel and
agricultural products, have “harmed”
South African Black workers. There-
fore, he says he is against harsher
sanctions.

Since when did Reagan become the
champion of/the rights of South Afri-
can workers or any other worker, es-
pecially in light of his union-busting
role during the 1981 PATCO strike?

There is, however, a significant as-
pect of the bill that is seldom raised.
The bill contains a clause targeting
the African National Congress (ANC),
calling for the CIA to monitor its ac-
tivities, particularly in relationship to
its long-time ally, the South African
Communist Party.

This raises the broader political is-
sue of why it is important for all sup-
porters of the liberation fight in South
Africa, especially those in the U.S,, to
view the struggle as revolutionary in
scope and the ANC as the leading or-
ganization in this struggle.

It must be remembered that the U.S.
ruling class, that is, big business and
the banks as well as the capitalist poli-
ticians who serve them, would like
nothing better than to see the ANC
discredited in the eyes of the masses in
South Africa and around the world. To
discredit the ANC goes hand-in-hand
with discrediting the South African
struggle.

-~

Capitalism at root of
apartheid economy

The apartheid economy is based on
the capitalist mode of production,
promoting the exploitation of the la-
bor of millions of oppressed workers
for the sole purpose of extracting
super-profits. Thereis no fundamental
difference between the South African
economy and its counterparts in the
U.S., Western Europe or Japan. The
social and political fabric of society
flows from this system of putting prof-
its before people’s needs. The interests
of the exploited working class are in
direct conflict with the bosses’ greed.

While the form of the capitalist state
in the U.S. and elsewhere is that of
bourgeois democracy, in South Africa
it is an outright fascist state. The
apartheid military and police occupy
the Black townships daily with sheer,
naked violence. Whether under a
bourgeois democracy or fascism, how-
ever, the state apparatus stands ready

to use brutal force whenever the op-
pressed are willing to fight back
against their oppressors, such as the
Attica and Stonewall rebellions in the
U.S. during the 1970s.

ANC — symbol of resistance

The birth of the ANC on Jan_8§, 1912,
flowed out of the consolidation of
white colonial rule by the British first,
followed eventually by: the Dutch (or
Boers). These racist colonizers were
able to conquer South Africa and the
majority of the African continent
through technology, principally guns.
This domination allowed the rape and
plunder of the abundant resources and
land to go on unabated as the native
population was transformed into a
source of cheap labor. This colonial
process helped South Africa to emerge
as the most industrialized country on
the continent. It ranks 17th in the cap-
italist world.

The ANC was the first organized re-
sistance movement against apart-
heid, a motor force in uniting all
nationalities from all backgrounds
against a common oppressor. The
early ANC campaigns included those
against the hated pass laws and for
union recognition, especially for the
unskilled slave laborers.

The ANC was initially a civil rights
organization taking a nonviolent ap-
proach in hopes of winning conces-
sions from the Pretoria government. It
was not to be. Instead of softening and
giving in to some moderate reforms,
the regime hardened its stance
against the ANC by harassing its
leaders, like Nelson Mandela and
Walter Sisulu, along with detaining,
torturing and murdering thousands of
other opponents of apartheid.

What was the response of the other
capitalist countries like the U.S. to
this campaign of terror against the
just cause of the South African peo-
ple? They continued to pour millions
of dollars into loans and other forms of

investment into an already bolstered

apartheid economy.

Sharpeville — turning point in struggle
On March 21, 1960, the Sharpeville

massacre proved to be the turning .

point in the South African struggle.
Those bullets not only killed and
wounded unarmed protesters but
killed forever the mnotion that the
apartheid state could be peacefully
bargained or reasoned with. The ANC
at that point felt compelled to change
its tactics and take up the armed
struggle to achieve its goals for a truly
free South Africa.

The Sharpeville massacre also shat-
tered a myth for the imperialist bour-
geoisie who felt that South Africa was
a sea of stability and a safe haven to
make a dollar. They temporarily dis-

Herman’s racism no sport, say

Black and white trade unionists

Detroit

Hundreds of UAW members from

virtually every plant in the area

packed the Lakeside Mall, a suburban
Detroit shopping center, on Oct. 4 in
support of the striking workers at
Herman’s.

The demonstration was a strong
show of support for the workers who
joined UAW District 65 and have
been fighting for months to get a con-
tract. Most of the workers are women
and Black youth.

The key issues in this struggle are
racism and discrimination. Black
workers in Detroit are paid 37 cents

less per hour on an average than white
workers in area stores, and have vir-
tually no opportunity for advance-
ment. Three hundred thirteen whites
have been promoted into management
since 1978 while only one Black per-
son has received such a promotion.
Sexual harassment on the job is also
an issue in these contract talks.

Herman’s answer to these charges
and to the union supporters was that
they would have any Black people who
came to the posh Lakeside Mall to
picket for the strike arrested! The huge
‘turnout of Black and white unionists
forced them to back down, unable to
have police take the entire crowded
mall into custody!

WW PHOTO: NEVILLE EDWARDS

Supporting the ANC is part of the anti-apartheid struggle.

invested their capital at an alarming
rate. This was not from any sympathy
for the victims but because they feared
a much broader mass insurrection.

The same scenario occurred follow-
ing the 1976 Soweto student massacre.
Both events were dress rehearsals for
what has and will come.

The revolutionary upsurge in South
Africa has propelled the entire inter-
national community to unequivocally
condemn and isolate the apartheid re-
gime. Corporate giants like General
Motors, IBM and Kodak have been
forced to partially divest their hold-
ings. This struggle has forced even the
most rabid right-wing politicians from
George Shultz to Robert Dole to break
their silence on this issue.

The question is, will they take their
protestations beyond condemning
apartheid? Does it serve their interests
to do so? The answer is no.

It is one thing to oppose apartheid
as a legal form of discrimination and
injustice; it is an entirely different
matter to oppose apartheid as part
and parcel of the worldwide capitalist
system of exploitation and oppres-
sion.

This is where the capitalist bour-
geoisie draws the line. The ANC does
not seek to put Band-Aids on this dis-
eased system, but to strike at the heart

of the cancer, which is the capitalist
property relations. It is an important
reason why the ANC has consciously
maintained its independence from
any South African ruling class fac-
tion, even the so-called liberal ele-
ments, a lesson that the workers and
oppressed in the U.S. should heed.

The South African struggle has
reached a very critical juncture. The
progressive movement in the U.S. can
play a strategic role in showing soli-
darity with their sisters and brothers
who stand on the threshold of na-
tional liberation. The struggle for
divestment and even for global sanc-
tions, despite their limitations, can-
help to keep the anti-apartheid move-
ment alive worldwide. Demanding
that the U.S. get out of South Africa
and the entire region exposes the im-
perialist collusion between Washing-
ton and Pretoria.

More than'anything else, a decisive
factor is mobilizing popular support
for the ANC and the revolutionary
struggle it leads for a non-racial, dem-
ocratic South Africa. Popularizing
this view until apartheid finally falls
will no doubt help to usher in a new
phase of the struggle as the workers
and oppressed will launch an offen-
sive against the bosses right here at
home.

Students fight Univ. of Rochester
return to investing in South Africa

By Chris Becker
Rochester, N.Y.

The University- of Rochester re-
cently announced they had reversed
the course of their investment portfo-
lio and had purchased over $25 million
of stock in companies doing business
in South Africa sincelast May. The re-
sponse to this treacherous act has
been swift and strong.

Led by the Black Student Union
(BSU) at the university and with sup-
port from both the students and com-
munity, university President Dennis
O’Brian, and the entire board of trus-
tees have been given an unequivocal
message: Get the blood money out
now!

The BSU quickly organized a rally
to call for immediate divestment of
this money. On Sept. 25 over 300 peo-
ple attended this militant event.

The day before, President O’Brian,
already feeling the mounting pres-
sure, had called for a moratorium on
future South African investments.
This move did not succeed in quelling

the outrage. Speaker after speaker de-
nounced the moratorium and instead
called for an emergency meeting of the
trustees to immediately sell off the
stocks in question.

The Black students, already af-
fected by the racist attitude of the ad-
ministration, felt slapped in the face
by the school’s decision. The U of R is
one of the first colleges to try to reverse
the momentum of the divestment
movement that over 130 colleges and
universities have adopted.

The BSU has planned a month-long
series of events to continue the strug-
gle, and plans to keep fighting until
the board of trustees and their big
business sponsors get out of South Af-
tica. Picket lines have been set up two
times a week in front of the adminis-
tration building, a shantytown was
set up Oct. 3 and other strategies are
being formulated. As Shelley Cle-
ments, president of BSU says, “We
will do anything necessary” until the
University of Rochester reverses its
decision.
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Behind the U.S. secret war in the Philippines

By Lydia Bayoneta

It has been barely two weeks since
the massive outpouring of Filipinos in
the streets to pay their last respects to
Leandro Alejandro, who selflessly
struggled against U.S. imperialism,
fascism, and for national indepen-
dence. Alejandro was murdered by a
right-wing death squad working in
conjunction with the U.S. CIA and
the Philippine military. :

The massive turnout of over 60,000
for Alejandro was a significant polit-
ical event, and a statement of defiance
and struggle, all the more because the
military had made threats of possible
violence.

The U.S. media barely gave it cover-
age. This is in sharp contrast to the
prime-time coverage given to Col.
Gregorio Honasan, the right-wing
leader of two attempted coups against
the Aquino regime. In his latest at-
tempt, Honasan arid his followers
killed 52 civilians and wounded many
others. ' :

Honasan’s subsequent interviews
on TV and with Newsweek magazine
provided a platform for his militarist
views about how to run the country.
The views of Honasan & Co. do not
really differ in essence from those of
Chief of Staff Gen. Fidel Ramos or De-
fense Minister Rafael Ileto.

Both factions of the military have
criticized Aquino for not moving fast
enough to suppress the revolutionary
mass movement that is growing big-
ger daily. Any differences at this time
within the military stem from the de-
gree of loyalty given by the two fac-
tions to U.S. policy.

The U.S. would rather have the Phil-
ippines under a bourgeois: “demo-
cratic” rule but, as Rep. Henry Hyde

has put it, “with a professional, com-
petent military working very closely
with elected authority.”

The U.S. prefers someone like
Aquino, who is still perceived in the
U.S. as a popular leader, rather than
the outright fascism advocated by Col.
Honasan or one like the former Mar-
cos dictatorship.

The recent coup attempt against
Aquino may have momentarily been
perceived by some in the U.S. and
around the world as an attack on a
besieged democratic leader. This per-
ception, however, can only be main-
tained if one dismisses the rest of
Aquino’s policy in both the economic
and political spheres, and the rela-
tionship of this policy to 55 million Fil-
ipinos.

Aquino’s repressive policies

The U.S.-backed Aquino regime has
already made a clear response to the
people’s demand for democratization,
genuine land reform and other eco-
nomic changes. The response has
been repression. .

President Aquino has never fulfille
her promise to disband the “Civilian
Home Defense Force,” a fascist organ-
ization which was closely tied to the
Philippine Constabulary and commit-
ted hundreds of atrocities during the
Marcos dictatorship.

In fact, Aquino wanted to merge the
CHDF with some of the newer vigi-
lante groups. She praised one vigi-
lante group as a
manifestation of people’s power, an ef-
fective weapon against communism.”

When her own Presidential Com-
mission on Human Rights strongly
recommended the disbanding of
Alsa-Masa, the largest U.S.-equipped
vigilante group, Aquino dissolved the

‘“‘concrete’

commission! Sister Mariani Dimara-
nan, one of the members of the com-
mission, said, “She dumped us to
appease the military.”

The U.S. secret war

The pals of U.S. imperialism and its
military planners today are not essen-
tially different from those of the infa-
mous CIA operative Col. Edward
Lansdale, who directed the Philip-
pine armed forces against a rebellion
of poor peasants in the 1950s.

Then, as now, the U.S. used assassi-
nation, terror, and a disinformation
campaign, including rigging the Phil-
ippine elections in favor of their pup-
pet Ramon Magsaysay. His election
was financed by big businesses to the
tune of $1 million — the biggest con-
tributor was the Coca-Cola Co.

Today, the CIA has once again in-
creased its covert operations in the
Philippines. Right-wing groups have
been organized by Gen. Singlaub, an
acknowledged founder of death
squads in Central America. Along
with Causa International, the political
arm of Rev. Sun Myung Moon’s Unifica-
tion Church, Singlaub has also
advised and contributed financially to
right-wing political campaigns such
as that of former defense minister
Juan Ponce Enrile.

An example is the Negros Founda-
tion for Peace and Democracy, which
is openly affiliated with the World
Anti-Communist League. Their goal is
to provide covert support for the coun-
terinsurgency in Negros where the
New Peoples Army (NPA) is strong.

The organization is run directly by
plantation owners and takes the form
of a “relief center” for the starva-
tion-stricken peasants of Negros.
Food is in fact given, but only in ex-

change for pledges of loyalty and the

recipients are required to attend

anti-communist seminars. One U.S.
general has called this tactic of “char-
ity”’ combined with terror and assas-
sination, “total war at the grassroots
level.”

A seniorintelligence officer recently
expressed some misgivings about the
vigilantes. “It will backfire,” he said,
“when these people start committing
abuses, it will help the insurgency.”

Defense Minister Ileto responded by
dismissing the death squads as a
small problem, a “management ques-
tion.” The vigilantes can be dismissed
any time. “It’s really a matter of sub-
stitution,” he said, adding that the
larger problem was to deny the insur-
gency access to the areas presently
controlled by the vigilantes.

The proliferation of anti-communist
death squads and thugsis a concerted,
conscious part of the comprehensive,
anti-people, counterinsurgency pro-

_gram of U.S. imperialism to defeat the

Filipino liberation movement. U.S.
military aid to the Aquino regime was
recently doubled to $100 million. An-
other $110 million was added in Au-
gust in order to, in the words of one
U.S. embassy official, “enable it to
fight the burgeoning revolutionary
movement and other threats.”

Since March, the Aquino regime has
pursued several operations against
the rural population, including several
Philippine minority groups. In the
first six weeks of a military offensive
in provinces north of Manila, 50 vil-
lagers were killed. Daily bombings
were concentrated on the Apayao peo-
ple’svillages and towns. The damages
to animals and crops were extensive —
800,000 pesos worth of dead animals;
200,000 pesos in razed crops.

The role of racism in hiding real issues in Middle East
Interests of Big Oil obscured by Washington’s anti-Iran, anti-Arab tirades

By Joyce Chediac

What progressive person could deny
that when it comes to whipping up
bigotry, the Reagan administration
wrote the book?

Just look at how it has dealt with
AIDS. Instead of organizing a mas-
sive effort to find a cure for AIDS, the
White House has created a climate of
bigotry targeting people with AIDS,
especially those who are gay, Black or
Latino.

So too, Washington has set its big-
otry wheels in motion to obscure the
real issues behind the tensions in the
Persian/Arabian Gulf, where the Pen-
tagon has brought together its largest
fleet there since World War I1.

For years, Democrats and Republi-
cans alike have branded Iran as “the
enemy,” a “terrorist” and an “outlaw
nation.” This government and media
characterization beganin 1979. Yet, in
1975, an Amnesty International re-

port concluded that “no country in the

world has a worse record in human’

rights than Iran.” At that time there
were over 100,000 Iranian political
prisoners subjected to the worst
abuses imaginable, yet the silence of
the U.S. government and the media
here was deafening.

What was the difference between
1975 and 19797 Before 1979, Iran was
ruled by the shah, a U.S. puppet who
was regarded as a Hitler by his own
people. There was not a word in the
press here about the horrendous
abuses under the shah because Wash-
ington gained from this oppression.
The shah gave the U.S. oil companies
a free hand, and they siphoned off
Iran’s fabulous oil wealth while Iran’s
workers and peasants got virtually
nothing.

The charges of “terrorism” and
“outlaw nation” only began in 1979
when the shah was overthrown by a
mass movement and Washington was

SAVE THIS DATE!

Saturday, October 31

For a protest and march in New York City to demand:

“» U.S. out of the Persian Gulf!
» Hands off Nicaragua!
» Stop the U.S. war drive!

Noon at Herald Square (34th St. & 6th Ave.),

For more information contact

march to Times Square recruiting station :

the People’s Anti-War Mobilization at (212} 741-0633.

suddenly on the outs. The imperialists
never forgave the Iranian people for

‘overthrowing the puppet shah, and

they want Iran back. This is why Iran
is targeted.

Washington’s war moves against
Iran go back to 1979 when the Carter
administration froze billions of Iran-
ian dollars in U.S. banks and even
tried an invasion of Iran, which failed.
The outbursts against Iran in this
country starting at that time and con-
tinuing to this day are a part of a very
deliberate government and media
campaign to incite racism in order to
make a war against Iran acceptable
here.

Anti-Arab racism
also incited

While Washington is aiming its
guns at Iranian ships right now, this
doesn’t mean that the U.S. govern-
mentis a friend of the people of Iraq or
of any Arab people. In fact, anti-Arab
racism has also continued unabated,
especially against the besieged na-
tional liberation struggles in Pales-
tine and Lebanon and against the
anti-imperialist government in Libya.

While the daily papers alternately
call the Arab people ‘“terrorists” and
“corrupt sheiks,” nowhere is it men-
tioned that it’s Exxon, Texaco and
Gulfthat grow fat from Mideastern oil
while the majority of the Arab people
go to sleep hungry, unable to provide
enough sustenance for themselves
and their children.

What is the real relationship of
forces in the Middle East? It’s not the
“helpless giant” of the U.S. against a
sea of Middle Eastern “terrorists.” On
the contrary, it’s the huge might of'the

Pentagon, the Wall Street banks and
the oil companies which have op-

pressed and exploited the people of the
Middle East for decades.

Pretext for intervention

The Western powers are not inter-
ested in stopping the Iran-Iraq war. In
fact, every NATO power, including the
U.S., has sold arms to both sides, hop-
ing to exhaust both oil-producers so
they can step in and pick up the pieces.
Washington and its imperialist allies
want to utilize the Iran-Iraq war to
tighten their grip on the Middle East
and its oil wealth at the expense of the
people who live there. :

This is why the NATO powers, led
by the U.S., will have 70 warships in
place in the Gulf by mid-October. And
now there is every danger of a coordi-
nated attack there against Iran.

There is no end to the demagogy uti-
lized by Washington and the ul-
tra-right to cover the assaults on
working people here. Trade unions are
called ‘“‘special interest groups.”
Black, Latino, Native and Asian peo-
ple are subject to every imaginable
slur. Lesbians and gay men are
blamed for illness. Women seeking
their right to choose abortion are even
called “murderers.” Surely those
fighting for justice at home have no
reason to believe Washington’s slan-
ders about the people of the Middle
East.

However, workers and oppressed
people here do have every reason-to
demand that the U.S. get out of the
Gulf and that the billions of dollars
spent to keep the warfleet there be
used instead for social services, jobs,
daycare and to find a cure for AIDS.
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LIBERATION
Howto winit

By Leslie Diane Feinberg

Isloving someone of the same sex
unnatural? Is prejudice against
this sexual preference part of
human nature?

Many people would be surprised
to find out that for most of human
history people were not persecut-
ed for same-sex love.

It’s also a relief to discover that big-
otry has not always been with us. In
the long millennia of human evolu-
tion, oppression is really quite recent
— perhaps 10,000 years out of hun-
dreds of thousands.

Before class society

History provides abundant evi-
dence that, although hardly free from
prejudice and superstition, many of
our earliest ancestors considered ho-
mosexuality and transvestism natu-
ral forms of sexual and social
expression, and accorded women
equal status with men.

Universal scarcity welded a society
of cooperation in which everyone ate
or everyone starved. It was human-
kind against nature, with few tools,
during the vast period of human pre-
history known as primitive commu-
nism.

This changed over a long and com-
plex period as the productivity of hu-
man labor gave rise to a new
development — surplus. More could be
produced than was needed for imme-
diate consumption. The accumulation
of this wealth, or surplus, created a

e

new social division: haves and have
nots. Society cleaved into slave-own-
ers and slaves.

Under primitive communism the
descent of children was recognized
through the mother. But with the de-
velopment of private ownership of
property, inheritance passed through
men. Women and children became
seen as a source of wealth and prop-
erty, for women’s reproductive ¢apa-
bilities and as a source of labor.

And with the onset of class society,
the fact that homosexual relations did
not produce children came to be
viewed as a threat to the new social or-
der and its economic unit — the patri-
archal family. Thus, with the rise
of repressive class rule, that which
was natural was declared its opposite.

Catholic church:
Weapon of feudal repression

During the Middle Ages, the centey
of power in the West was the Roman
Catholic Church, by far the most pow-
erful landlord, holding one-third of the
soil of Europe. Christianity had been
transformed, over a period of several
hundred years, from a revolutionary
movement of the poor into a state reli-
gion serving the rich.

The Church, as a force of repression
on behalf of feudal kings and land-
lords, used the powerful weapon of
“gay-baiting” to seize property, and
launched a murderous program aimed
at homosexuals and transvestites to
crush resistance and consolidate class
rule.

During the Inquisition, millions of
women faced flames while tied to

ple will win liberation.
. Proud, angry, strong

and united, we
will move
mountains.
—S. E.

stakes, accused of being witches. Gay
men were burned as fuel, or “faggots.”

“We won't go back!”

By the time the Industrial Revolu-
tion forged plowshares into weapons
and machinery, the ferocious mass
bloodlettings of the Inquisition and
burnings at the stake had subsided.
But sexism and anti-gay prejudice
were now woven deep into the tapestry
of exploitation.

When profits are the bottom line,
even human love is subject to the rule
of divide and conquer.

But after centuries of oppression,
this outlawed love finally dared to
speak its name. ’

In the summer of 1969, during a
“routine” police raid at a Greenwich
Village gay bar, transvestites, gay
men and lesbians said “No more!” and
fought the police in the streets in run-
ning battles for. four hot- summer
nights.

Gay people had been fighting back
1.i any way they could for centuries.
But the Stonewall Rebellion marked a
turning point in history because it ig-
nited a mass movement that opened
closet doors and sent shock waves
around the world.

This young movement drew
strength and inspiration from the
Black and Latino liberation move-
ments in the U.S., as well as from the
massive resistance to the Pentagon’s
war against Vietnam. Within months
there were gay liberation groups in ev-
ery major city, and lesbian and gay
banners flew at demonstrations sup-
porting the demands of the Black and

Latino liberation movements, politi-
cal prisoners, and against the war.

Which way to liberation?

If lesbian and gay and women’s op-
pression has not always existed, ifitis
not an eternal feature of human soci-
ety — how can it be ended?

The racism, sexism and lesbian and
gay oppression that pervade this soci-
ety like cancers were created not by
workers, but by those who seek to
maintain their rule by using bigotry to
divide.

So the struggle for lesbian and gay
liberation is part of the life-and-death
struggle between exploiters and all
the exploited. Genuine political free-
dom — and social and economic equal-
ity — can only be won by a united
movement of all workers and op-
pressed peoples.

The working class today is Black,
Latino, Arab, Asian, Native, and
white, women and men, gay and
straight — and it is faced with a his-
toric task. :

By abolishing capitalism and re-
placing it with a planned cooperative
system of production to rationally
meet all human needs — socialism —
it will be possible to resolve the
breaches and antagonisms that keep
people from living with toleration and
respect for all human variations of ex-
pression. When oppression and big-
otry are no longer necessary to
maintain a system of exploitation, the
basis for achieving human liberation
will exist.

And those who are fighting for free-
domn today are shaping tomorrow!
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From
Stonewall
to Soweto

By Carmen Roundtree

~ From Stonewall to Soweto, peo-
ple are fighting back.
So goes the chant you hear at
justaboutanylesbian and gayrights
demonstration around the country.

It symbolizes the militant resis-
tance that is building after nearly
eight years of a rightwing assault
against lesbians, gays and all op-
pressed people.

By Saul Kanowitz

Eight years ofthe AIDS epidemic
haveshown thatthe Reagan adminis-
trationis unwillingtodo whatis nec-
essary to bring about the earliest
possible end to this tragic disease.

Eight years of struggle by people
with AIDS, the les-
bian and gay com-
munity, the oppress-
ed communities
and progressives -
have shown that a
militant, independ-
ent, grass roots

S ince the beginning of the modern lesbian
and gay liberation movement, Workers Worid
Party has been there, in the thick of the struggle.
From the upper left: At the first Gay Pride Day
march, NYC, 1970. Demo vs. Anita Bryant, Norfolk,
Va., June 1977. ERA rally, Aug. 1977. "Stop the
movie ‘Cruising’l” in the streets of Greenwich
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| Village, Summer 1979. Next page: Demovs.the | movementistheonly
| ) Klan, Greensboro, N.C., Feb. 1980. way to end the
| >3 o epidemic.

It has taken courageous actions like
” .x the two-year-long AIDS/ARC vigil in
“8l San Francisco and the protests at the
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Seven years ago, when Ronald Rea-
gan took over the presidency, a loud
message was sent to every right wing
bigot around the country, saying: Now
is the time to try and reverse every gain
that has been fought for and won by
oppressed and working people
through decades of struggles.

Attempts were made to dismantle af-
firmative action programs. Welfare fund-
ing and Aid to Dependent Children
were slashed. School lunch programs
were cut, and low income housing
saw a dramatic rise in rents. Funds
for college education were made totally
inaccessible to those who needed
them.

Unemployment rose to an all time
high, as factory after factory closed
down or ran away, and union-busting
was the first point on every boss’s
agenda.

And every dollar cut from social ser-

International AIDS Conference in
Washington, D.C. this past June to get
the government to even acknowledge
this epidemic.

Now, as the AIDS movement inten-
sifies its demand that the government
fight AIDS instead of people with
AIDS (PWAs), the real culprits in the
lengthening crisis are being clearly
exposed.

Ruling class, Pentagon prolong AIDS crisis

The ruling class, made up of corpo-
rate bosses, bankers, and Pentagon
generals, is reluctant to allocate
money to provide quality healthcare
and social services for people with
AIDS, or to educate the population
about preventlng the transmlssmn of
the HIV virus.

It took predictions that the number
of PWAs would increase eightfold and
AIDS medical costs would quadruple

Fightracism, |

The Pentagonand AIDS
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esbian/qgay oppression

vice programs found its way directly
into the military budget.

Racist, sexist, anti-gay violence

From Howard Beach, New York, to
Forsyth County, Ga., to Oroville,
Calif,, racist violence is on the rise, as
little bands of vigilantes are encour-
aged by the racist atmosphere created
by the Reagan administration.

Rightwing groups like the “Moral
Majority”’ and “Right-to-Lifers”
have seized on this opportunity, bomb-
ing abortion clinics and in other ways
violently opposing women ’s right to
choose.

They have also stepped up bigoted
attacks onlesbians and gay men, much
of which comes on the heels of a hyste-
ria created by the bourgeois media and
the government.

But from Stonewall to Soweto, people
are fighting back!

— profits before people

by 1991 to force the Reagan adminis-
tration to increase funding for re-
search to find a cure and a vaccine.
And still it’s not nearly enough.

While so little is being done to save
life, much is being done to invent new
ways of killing.

The Pentagon budget for fiscal year
1986-1987 was about $2 trillion. That
translates into $11 million spent each
hour by the military on death and de-
struction.

The $900 million allocated by the
federal government for AIDS research
for fiscal year 1986-1987 equals 3.4
days of military spending.

“Manhattan Project” vs. AIDS needed
Objectively, what is needed to end
the epidemic is a coordinated soci-
ety-wide effort that brings comimunity
representatives, sympathetic scien-
tists; doctors, virologists, and public
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“An end to racism in this country
and apartheid in South Africa,” is one
of the major demands of the October 11
National March on Washington.

People of Color Caucus builds Oct. #1 march
" It had been realized from the very
beginning stages of organizing that
this — or any — demonstration
dealing with the issues of human and
civil rights had to

maketheissue ofrac- 7
ism very high on the eading counterclockwise: March to protest
agenda. police raid of Blue's, a Black gay bar in NYC,

A People of Color
Caucus of the Na-
tional March on Wash-
ington came together
early on, and took on
the task of massive outreach to the op-
pressed communities. The Caucus has
also beenbeen instrumental in making

Oct. 1982. Lesbian and Gay Pride Day in NYC,
1980. Boston Lesbian and Gay Pride march, 1984.
WP contingent, Lesbian and Gay Pride march,
NYC, 1987. :

health officials together to develop a
strategy and share resources.

Such an effort would have to have
available to it all the resources neces-
sary to find a cure and vaccine for the
HIV virus, provide quality healthcare,
housing, employment and social ser-
vices for PWAs, and educate the popu-
lation about AIDS and how to prevent
transmission of the HIV virus.

There is historical precedent for
such broad coordinated action. The
ruling class did it to build the atomic
bomb. It was called “The Manhattan
Project.” They are doing it right now
with the Stars Wars program; over $10
billion has already been spent on Star
Wars research.

It has been done for the purposes of
death and destruction. It can be done
for the purpose of saving life.

Not just the $2 trillion Pentagon
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Gloria La Riva and Larry Holmes, W\WP 1988 vice presidential and
presidential candidate. The struggle for lesbian and gay rights, along with
every other aspect of the working class struggle, is a key issue in the election
campaign. :

Preston Wood, W\WP candidate for
NYS Assembly in 1980, one of the
several gay activists who have represent-
ed the Party in election campaigns:
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Lesbian and gay workers
and the labor movement

By Shelley Ettinger

The labor contingent on Octo-
ber 11 might not be the biggestin
the march. Or the loudest. Or get
the most media attention.

But it will be among the most
significant aspects of a most sig-
nificant day.

The reasons have to do with both the
labor movement and the lesbian and
gay movement, and with the working
class as a whole. And the result — a
step forward toward classwide unity
— could have profound impact on the
class struggle in this country.

Lesbian and gay workers

Lesbian and gay people, of course,
work in every shop, office, mill and
mine side by side with straight work-
ers. Gay workers played leading roles
in many labor struggles over the
years, as militants in strikes and on
picket lines, in sit-downs and walkouts.

But, for the most part, lesbians and

gay men, even union militants, were
held back by the force of oppression
from raising demands of their own as
gay workers.
. So these demands — which include
an end to anti-gay discrimination, ha-
rassment and violence, and provision
of equal benefit coverage for lesbian
and gay workers’ lovers and families
— were, with rare exception, ignored
by the labor movement.

Now, however, conditions are
changing drastically, and with the
change comes a new chance for labor
totake up thelesbian and gay struggle.

Women and Third World workers are

These organizers for the March
on Washington subscribe to
Workers World Newspaper.

Here’'swhy . ..

Color Caucus:

Gay trade unionists.”

Lesbian and Gay rights

Address

City ..

Andre Powell, National Media Chair for the March, member, People of

“As National Media Chair for the March | an extremely pleased and en-
couraged to see the coverage of the March and Lesbian and Gay issues
in Workers World. People of Color and poor and working Lesbians and
Gays need to understand what’s happening from our own perspective.
Workers World understands the changes recent years have brought to the
Lesbian and Gay struggle better than any other newspaper.”

Judy Greenspan, National KLobgistics Coordinator for the March:

“Workers World newspaper has done much more than any other paper
to build the March on Washington. It has consistently covered the March
organizing for over ayear as well as all of the major issues and demonstra-
ions of the Lesbian and Gay movement. It's a great tool for organizers.”

Tracy Gibson, Co-chair, Philadelphia Outreach Comm:. for the March
“Workers World has helped me to communicate with People of Color
and others in our area working on the March. | recommend everyone
who supports Lesbian and Gay rights should subscribe.”

Shelley Ettinger, Steering Comm. Lesbian & Gay Labor Network

“As a labor reporter for Workers World, | know this newspaper is com-
mitted to not only covering, but helping to build, union support for the
Lesbian and Gay struggle. That means a lot to me and other Lesbian and

Take out your subscription today!
Special offer for participants in the March on Washington for -
0O 8-week trial subscription, one dollar
O Full year (52 issues), ten dollars

Clip and return to Workers World, 46 West 21 Street, NY, NY 10010

‘ SUZPYOZT
SSBIAN
' RIGHTS

. DISTRICT 65
UAW-AFL: CIO
Labor Day 1987, NYC

L

now the majority of the U.S. workforce,
and most work in low-paying high-tech
and service sector jobs — hotels and
restaurants, offices, schools, airports
and hospitals, etc. Lesbian and gay
workers, although still too often made
invisible as a result of oppression, also
work in these jobs in great numbers.
Where the most oppressed workers
are concentrated, the most militant 1a-
bor struggles break out. So, over the
last few years, there have been major

WAV PHOTO: GREG DLINKEL ,

strikes by, among others, New York
City hospital workers, Yale and
Columbia University clericals, TWA
flight attendants, hotel and restaurant
workers in Las Vegas, San Francisco,
Atlantic City and New York.

The common denominator in these
strikes: leadership by women, Third
World, and lesbian and gay unionists.
Anyone who watched New York City
hotel workers take over the streets two
years ago, pounding pots and pans,
chanting and clapping, saw it. So did
anyone who walked the lines or attend-
ed a rally for TWA flight attendants.

Potential for more .
For all the excitement of these recent
union struggles, there is potential for
so much more. The vast majority of the
workforce, especially oppressed work-
ers, is unorganized. Unions that.are
moving to organize these workers —

like the Service Employees, State,.
County and Municipal Employees,

and Food and Commercial Workers —
are leading the way. They are also in
thelead of the anti-war, anti-racist and
anti-apartheid movements, along with
several other unions, and to-
gether they constitute the most pro-

.gressive wing of the ' chor movement.

So it makes sense 1 Zat it’s this sec-
tion of labor that is also taking up the
lesbian and gay struggle.

More SEIU and AFSCME locals en-
dorsed the October 11 march than any
other union’s. The president of SEIU
and the vice presidents of
UFCW, UAW District 65, the Coalition
of Black Trade Unionists and the Co-
alition of Labor Union Women are all
attending a Solidarity Reception at the
AFL-CIO headquarters calling for mu-
tual support between the gay and labor
movements the day before the march.
Cesar Chavez, president of the United
Farm Workers, is a keynote speaker at
the march.

As unions recognize that lesbians
and gay men are an integral part of
the working class and an important
constituency within the trade union
movement, the walls of silence and op-
pression are breaking down.

Lesbians helped lead the way for
women entering previously all-male
jobs in the construction trades,
heavy industry and mining. Lesbians’
active participation in struvggles for af-
firmative action for women and
Third World workers has been a force
for unity among all oppressed workers.

Tens of thousands of gay workers
and straight workers toil in thousands
of small shops — florist shops, beauty
shops, clothes stores, and the like —
around the country. Most aren’t in un-
ions, have no job security, get low
wages and no benefits. Some, like hair-
dressers, are routinely exposed to toxic
chemicals without any health and
safety protection.

These workers can be brought into
the labor movement, and labor’s sup-
port of the lesbian and gay movement
will help. Already, the UFCW has a
hairdressers’ organizing department,
which recently led a strike at a chain
of beauty shops in the Western states.

The leadership of lesbian and gay
workers themselves is crucial in mov-
ing labor forward. AFSCME District
Council 37in New York City, represent-
ing 150,000 city workers, is demanding
equal benefit coverage for lesbian and
gay workers’ lovers in current contract
talks — and it was gay rank-and-filers
who pushed for the issue to be raised.

All these developments, along with
the labor contingent that will take its
placein the march for lesbian and gay
rights on October 11, make this a prom-
ising moment in labor history and in
the history of the lesbian and gay liber-
ation movement.

— Fight back

(Continued from page S3)
sure that those issues that most-effect
people of color in this country are
prominent in the march.

The morning rally, which was orga-
nized by the Caucus, is a classic exam-
ple of the organizing taken on by peo-
ple of color in this march. The very fact
that grassroots organizers,
mostly from the oppressed communi-
ties, are speaking at this very impor-
tant rally is historical indeed.

The central purpose of the October
11 March on Washington is to push
forward the struggle for lesbian and
gay rights. Butitis not only necessary,
but natural and correct that the
march’s program concern itself with
the struggle against racism. )

Indeed, many of those who will be
marching in Washington — lesbian
and gay people of color — suffer a dou-
ble and triple oppression under this
racist, sexist, anti-gay, anti-worker,
anti-poor capitalist system.

The basis for unity on Oct. 11 is
broader than the solidarity between all
lesbian and gay people. That may be
the beginning, but solidarity extends
to all who are oppressed under this
system. .

The most revolutionary and politi-
cally astute forces in the people’s
movement have a saying that applies
here: “Same struggle, same fight! All
the people must unite!”

— Star Wars
and AIDS

(Continued from page S3)

budget impedes progress toward end-
Jdng the AIDS epidemic. The whole
economic and political structure — the
military-industrial complex — is built
around and dependent on weapons
production.

Military spending robs health care
Guaranteed profits from arms pro-
duction compel the corporations to fo-
cus all their resources toward building
the B-1 bomber or the MX missile. Re-
search and development for Star Wars
gets more resources and money than
curing AIDS because it is more
profitable. New technologies for us-

- ing lasers are designed to destroy cit:

ies instead of cancer.
The military budget is funded at the

" expense of social service programs. To

hide this fact the ruling class uses rac-
ism, sexism, anti-lesbian/gay bigotry
and other tools of division to pit white
against Third World, men against
women, straight against gay, the em-
ployed against the unemployed, the
native-born against the foreign-born,
the able-bodied against the disabled
and so on. The goal is to divide the
working class and the oppressed and
keep them from uniting against their
common enemies — the Pentagon
generals, the corporate bosses and
bankers.

To this end, the bosses have seized
upon the fact that AIDS has affected
primarily gay men and Third World
people to whip up anti-lesbian/gay
bigotry and racism.

United struggle will defeat AIDS

People with AIDS and the lesbian
and gay community are fighting for
what everyone needs — quality
healthcare, social services, housing
and employment — and this fight is
showing the working class as a whole
that the ruling class can be challenged
and that victories can be won.

The Pentagon is a source of misery
for millions of people here and around
the world. It is the common enemy
that can and will unite the workers,
the poor and the oppressed against the
bosses to end the AIDS epidemic and
go on to end all exploitation and op-
pression.
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10,000 Californians go 3,000 miles to Oct. 11 march

By J. Marquardt
San Francisco

At least 10,000 people from the San
Francisco-Oakland Bay Area will
join the ranks of thousands in Wash-
ington, D.C., Oct. 11 at the National
March for Lesbian and Gay Rights.

The local March on Washington or-
ganization involved people from all

communities in the mobilization. As a
result, Albert Lucero, a march organ-

izer said, “Organizing for this march.

brought out a lot of people who hadn’t
worked together before, namely
women, and Third World women and
men. The local organization really did

have 50% women in the leadership,
and 25% of the leadership were people
of color, people mth AIDS and people
with ARC.”

Labor and community support

The San Francisco Central Labor
Council voted to support the march, as
did several local unions, including
AFSCME Local 3212 and the Associa-
tion of Graduate Student Employees.
Many union members are planning to
attend, as are members of several
Third World community organiza-
tions. They include: the Latino Coali-
tion on AIDS, Lesbians of Color,
Alliance of Lesbian and Gay Asians,
Gay American Indians, Third World

Men’s Rap Group, Sistah Boom, Pa-
cific Friends, Bay Area Black Les-
bians and Gays, and Black and White
Men Together.

In addition to contributing to the
national ‘“Time to Shine” fundraising
effort to pay for people with AIDS and
ARC to get to Washington, the local
organization raised additional funds
to send three people with AIDS and
ARC, a lesbian of color, a disabled
person, a parent of a gay person, and a
low-income person — seven more peo-
ple in all. '

““Names Project” a
community effort, too
The “Names Project” quilt, some

2,000 panelsin all, includes the names
of people who have died of AIDS —
“mostly gay men, but women and
children, too,” said Cleve Jones,
Names Project coordinator. The ef-
fort, involving many hours of piecing
together and sewing, “also included
people from all areas of the commu-
nity, women and men, young and old,”
Jones said.

“Often a lover and a parent worked
together on a panel,” Jones added. “It
was good to see.”

The quilt of panels from all over the
country — every state that has had a
person die of AIDS — will be displayed
on the Capitol Mall during the na-
tional march on Oct. 11.

— Senate attacks AIDS rights bill

Continued from page 1

fort by thelesbian and gay community
turned back a high-financed pressure
campaign launched by the insurance
companies to defeat the measure.

After the law was adopted, the ma-
jor insurance companies retaliated
by refusing to issue any new:-life in-
surance policies for D.C. residents.

This was not the first time that
Congress intervened to block progres-
sive legislation adopted in the District.
In 1985, the House of Representatives
voted to prohibit the District from us-
ing either federal funds or the city’s
own funds to help pay for abortlon
costs for poor women.

Also, the Senate has voted to freeze
the District"s funds if the city govern-
ment does not rescind a city residency
requirement for D.C. police and fire-
fighters. This is the most blatant form
of racist interference since the resi-
dency requirement was designed to
insure that the District police and fire
departments would not return to their
former all-white composition.

Why statehood is an issue

The dictatorial authority exercised
over the District by Congress has hurt
the city’s residents in almost all areas
of life.

D.C. residents pay more local taxes
than all but two states. Not only can
Congress “veto” legislation passed by
the D.C. City Council, it also controls
the District’s budget.

The federal government owns, con-
trols or provides tax exemption to 55%
of the used land in the District. While
money-starved D.C. public schools are
overcrowded and understaffed, the
Congress gives tax-exempt status to
right-wing organizations like the Na-
tional Rifle Association, the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution,
Veterans of Foreign Wars and many
‘other racist groups that set up lavish
headquarters in choice real estate ar-
eas.

It is likewise with the giant hotels
and military corporations that domi-
nate the city. These corporations are
exempted from all but “land” taxes.
The Hyatt Regency and the Hilton, for
example, built luxury hotels costing
$38 million and $23 million respec-
tively. Neither paid a penny in taxes.

In return for these huge tax give-
aways and the federal use of city
lands, the Congress provides the Dis-
trict with a Federal Payment that
pays for 19% of the city’s operating
budget. It is this Federal Payment
which gives Congress the “right to re-
view” the District’s budget and blud-
geon elected D.C. officials if they dare
enact pro-people legislation.

The current system is so obviously
undemocratic (D.C. Congressman
Walter Faunteroy isnri’t even allowed to

vote) and so detrimental to the people
of D.C. that large majorities have
consistently voted that D.C. should
end its neocolonial status by becom-
ing a state.

Statehood is a good idea. The Dis-
trict of Columbia population is larger
than seven states. The city would be
able to control its own budget. It would
eliminate the existing taxation with-
out representation. This Black ma-
jority city would not be the subject
of every arbitrary intervention by
Jesse Helms, Gordon Humphrey and
other Congressional racists. In all
likelihood, statehood for the District
would lead to the election of two Black
people to the U.S. Senate — currently
there are none.

But it is for all the reasons that
make Statehood a good idea for the
people that the reactionaries in Con-
gress vehemently oppose it. Waiting
for Congress to make D.C. a staté is to
wait forever. Like all genuine civil
rights struggles, achieving basic
democratic rights for people in Wash-
ington, D.C., will require a truly mas-
sive struggle conducted on a national
basis.

| Understandlng
AIDS

A political perspective
on the crisis
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Workers World Library series:

A Marxist view

Have you been wondering what
things were really like back in 1787
when the Constitution was drafted?
Was it really such a democratic docu-
ment, or was the democracy then, as
now, mostly for the rich?

Anti-gay official forced
to resign in Michigan

By Kris Hamel
Detroit

The battle for gay and lesbian rights
is heating up on two fronts in Michi-
gan. In a victory for the lesbian and
gay community and progressive
forces, Traverse City Commissioner
John Markl resigned on Oct. 2 after
more than 2,500 people signed peti-
tions demanding his ouster.

Markl made virulently bigoted,
anti-gay remarks during a September
commission meeting and quoted John
Birch Society material to back up his
statement. The city commission was
discussing a request to allow the sale
of condoms in vending machines
when Markl launched his diatribe
against lesbians and gays.

There was an outraged response
from Traverse City and around Mich-
igan. Markl announced that he would
resign if one thousand people dis-
agreed and signed petitions for him to
quit. Over 300 volunteers quickly col-
lected signatures in the small north-
ern Michigan city after attorney Dean
Robb and Cindy Robb took up the
challenge.

Another Traverse City commis-
sioner, Jasper Weese, is now being
targeted for his anti-gay support of
Markl at the September meeting. Or-
ganizers are demanding a public
apology or his resignation.

Traverse City Mayor Geraldine
Greene even said she was “outraged at
some of the comments” from Markl
and Weese. Greene said the city was
“trying to develop rational guidelines
and policies” to deal with the AIDS
health problem. At least 2,500 Tra-
verse City residents seem to agree with
her and have rejected blaming the
gay and lesbian community as a
scapegoat for the AIDS ecrisis.

In Saginaw, a city 90 miles north of
Detroit, the fight has taken a more vio-
lent turn. A popular new bar for gays
and lesbians, Whispers, has been un-
der attack since Sept. 25 by anti-gay
protesters. Vandalism and property
damage from hurled rocks and chunks
of concrete have occurred daily.

One 32-year old man who lives two
blocks from the tavern said it best,
“The gays and lesbians aren’t hurting
anyone. They (the mobs) are the ones
causing the problems.”

A group of church leaders and other
Saginaw residents met on Oct. 1 and
formed Citizens United Against Vio-
lence to try to stop “further terrorism”
from the bigots. Barbara Klimaszew-
ski, attorney for the bar’s owner, said
she would seek an injunction this week
to remove the picketers. An
anti-gay leader admitted that petition-
ers against the bar “are having doors
slammed in our faces” when trying to
get signatures to support their bigotry.

of today’s issues

What political lessons can be
learned from the AIDS crisis? Yes, it’s
a terrible new disease, but what social
factors are making it spread most
among people who are discriminated
against already? What kind of strug-
gle will it take to mobilize the kind of
all-out medical and scientific effort
that can bring AIDS under control?

Superconductors. Scientists and
venture capitalists are agog over this
big breakthrough that promises to
revolutionize communications, trans-
portation and other key industries.
But what will all this mean for the
workers? How can the unions start to
prepare now to preserve jobs and
wage levels against yet another high-
tech assault? '

These vital topics are taken up in the
first three mini-pamphlets of the new
Workers World Library series. The
new 24-page pamphlets are small
enough to tuck in your pocket and cost
just 50 cents each (add another 50
cents for postage and handling). New
titles will be coming out at the rate of
about one'a month.

Already available are: “Whose Con-
stitution is it? U.S. class struggles in
1787” and “Understanding AIDS: A
political perspective on the crisis.”
The pamphlet on superconductors will
be available in November.

To order, send $1.00 per pamphlet
(includes postage) to World View Fo-
rum, 46 W. 21 St., New York, N.Y.
10010.
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—After Oct. 11

Continued from page 1
for an end to oppression.

This demonstration will go down as a great
moment in the history of the lesbian and gay
liberation movement.

And after Oct. 11, how can these gains in

" power and organization further the cause?

This is the question each has to ponder.

History shows that without struggle, no
progress can be made. History shows, too, that
the greater the unity among the oppressed, the
greater the victories won from the oppressors.
Nowhereis this truer than in the battle for civil
rights and economic justice for all people.

The Black movement in the 1960s, for exam-
ple, showed that millions of people could be
mobilized to force the government to pass im-
portant civil rights legislation and win af-
firmative action programs.

In the 1930s, workers of all nationalities
fought for and won unemployment insurance
and social security.

Today, a new force reflecting the growth and
changes in the developing “high-tech” work-
force is bringing more people of all colors and
nationalities, more women, and more lesbians
and gay men together.

Asnew technology brings layoffs or low pay,
all workers are under the gun of the anti-labor
offensive. Lesbians and gays, along with ev-
eryong else, feel the pressure of this assault on

“ top of their special oppression.

Together, this new force of natural allies
against oppression and exploitation can move
mountains. United, this force of workers and
oppressed can push back and defeat the reac-
tionary forces of war, racism, sexism and les-
bian and gay oppression in this country.

Which path of struggle in coming period?
*  This great demonstration was built by inde-

pendent activists and grassroots lesbian and

gay organizations. Sacrifice -and a militant
love of justice brought everyone here today.

Now that the 1988 elections are approach-
ing, this movement must retain that indepen-
dence and fighting spirit. As more and more
politicians come courting with false promises
and lesser-of-two-evils rhetoric, it must be re-
membered that it is the lesbian and gay
movement and its allies — not do-nothing
“friends” on-Capitol Hill — that got the les-
bian and gay movement this far.

The Democratic Party-controlled Congress

has yet to take even a weak stand on the fun-
damental rights of lesbians and gay men, or to
move decisively against AIDS or AIDS-related
discrimination. Just days after Reagan’s in-
famous speech at the International AIDS Con-
ference, Congress overwhelmingly approved
mandatory HIV testing for prisoners and im-
migrants. In the very midst of the Iran-econtra
scandal, Congress voted even more funding for
the murderous and discredited Nicaraguan
contras. Can we wait any longer? No!

Rather than get caught up in a system de-
signed to keep power out of the hands of the
people, the lesbian and gay movement, and all
movements aimed at achieving social justice,
must take the power into our own hands.

The road to such power comes by building
bridges — real solidarity — between all those
who are oppressed or exploited. Unity among
labor, anti-war, Black, Latino, Asian, Native,
women, d1sab1ed gay and lesblan people can
wield a mighty fist. It is this power that can
rock the foundations of bigotry and break for-
ever tradition’s chains.

The mouse
that squeaked

If the U.S.-contra war against Nicaragua
collapses, will it be because at last some Demo-
cratic leaders have sharply distanced them-
selves from Reagan on this issue?

That seems to be what House Speaker Jim
Wright of Texas wants everyone to believe. He

has finally, after just two months ago trying
to work out a last-ditch formula with the White
House; found the words to indicate that Nica-
ragua is after all a sovereign country and the
U.S. really has no right to tell it when to hold
elections, what criminals to let out of jail, etc.
He has even called Reagan’s schemes to con-
tinue using the contras “ridiculous.”

Words, it must be remembered, are cheap.

And they can always be retracted tomorrow.
Not so cheap are the real elements that have
brought this U.S. mercenary force to its pres-
ent fiasco: the bravery, sacrifice and dedica-
tion of the Nicaraguan people despite great
casualties and hardships; the growing solidar-
ity movement in Latin America and around
the world that has sent Nicaragua material,
human and political support; the rising indig-
nation in the U.S. as seen in militant demon-
strations, meetings and the large numbers of.
Americans who have gone to Nicaragua.
- Throughout the Hasenfus affair and the
Contragate scandal, the Democrats helped
fund the contras, shrank from invoking the
War Powers Act and argued that Nicaragua’s
economic and political system are subject to
the approval of Washington.

Now that all the countries of Central Amer-
ica have signed an agreement calling for peace
(some for fear that the social consequences of
the war would soon engulf them), the U.S. rul-
ing class must find a new strategy. Wright’s
open criticism of Reagan may be quite signifi-
cant, but it shouldn’t be taken as the gentle
cooing of a born-again dove. Better the squeak
of a frightened rodent leaving the sinking ship.
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Leliers

LTV retiree

I cannot afford a contribution at
this time. I am an LTV Steel retiree.
We lobbied our legislators for our ben-
efits. But we forgot to tell our labor
leaders not to take money away from
the retirees ($26.82 a month more for
major medical and if a husband and
wife both worked there the amount
would be $53.64).

What the retirees need is for some-
one to represent us, to keep labor from
negotiating our benefits away. Reti-
rees do not have a right to vote on the
contract. Ifthey are to negotiate for us,
we should have had the right to vote
on the new contract or anything else
pertaining to the retirees.

We have 30-40 years in the steel
mills and we should have rights on
anything pertaining to the retirees.

P.S. I would like to see this in Work-
ers World because it is a worker’s
friend and a very good newspaper.
Keep up the good work. As long as we

can we will keep up our subscription.
Ernest E. Sellers
North Canton, Ohio

Carl Jacob

It was with great sadness and a deep
sense of the progressive movement’s
loss that we, the Connecticut Commit-
tee Against Repression, learned of the
passing of Carl Jacob (WW, Sept. 17).
Only days before his death, Carl had

‘brought his generators, loudspeakers

and microphones to Hartford for the
national march in support of the
Puerto Rico/Hartford 16.

That march, and the rally that fol-
lowed, was a considerable success for
us: more than 2,000 people turned out
from Hartford, New York, Boston,
New Haven and Jersey City to show
support for the Puerto Rican political
prisoners and for the Puerto Rican
struggle for independence from U.S.
colonialism. We consider that success
to be Carl’s success as well — his tech-
nical expertise was evident from the
very first speaker to the closing
strains of “La Borinquena.”

Companero Carl Jacob, we will re-
member your solidarity!

Connecticut Committee
Against Repression
Hartford, Conn.

Rosenbergs dishonored

The White House has announced
that retired Chief Justice Warren
Burger and Judge Irving R. Kaufman
are to be presented with the presiden-
tial medal of freedom at a White House
reception on Oct. 7.

This award to Judge Kaufman can
only remind the public of the most
grievous mistake in the judge’s ca-
reer, his reprehensible role during the
hysterical McCarthy period, the “le-

gal” murder of the martyred couple,.

Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. By mak-
ing this award, President Reagan will
be repeating the mistake -of the
McCarthy period, in effect, “thumbing
his nose” at world leaders, Nobel laur-
eates, theologians, philosophers and
legal scholars, who pleaded that those
tragic electrocutions be halted.

At the Rosenberg trial in 1951, no
witness claimed that the Rosenbergs
ever transmitted any classified infor-
mation to anyone. Yet, Judge Kauf-
man, caught up in the national

hysteria as he passed his unprece-
dented death sentences, blamed the
Rosenbergs for causing the war in’
Korea, “putting into the hands of the
Russians the A-bomb,” costing “un-
told millions” of future lives and
“changing the course of history to the
disadvantage of our country.” Top
atomic scientists pointed out that
those atomic charges were false,
mythical and impossible, while top le-
gal scholars pointed to the discrep-
ancy between the trial testimony, the
jury’s verdict and the judge’s wild
rhetoric in his sentencing statement.
Judge Kaufman has never replied to
such widespread criticism and has
blinded himselfto the accumulation of
new evidence pointing to Rosenberg
innocence.

Aaron Katz -

National Committee to Reopen

the Rosenberg Case
New York

‘Workers World welcomes letters
from its readers. Send correspondence
to: Workers. World, Letters to the Edi-
tor, GPO Box 948, New York, N.Y.
10116.



Workers World/Oct. 15, 1987 Page 9

By Sam Marcy

The struggle in Tll?et

No one should be misled by the ap-
parent contradiction between the po-
sition of the U.S. Senate, which just
voted 98 to 0 to support the Dalai
Lama’s call for the independence of
the Tibet, and the Reagan administra-
tion’s affirmation of China’s sover-
eignty over Tibet as a province of the
Peoples Republic of China (PRC).

This is merely a continuation of
duplicitous Anglo-U.S. diplomacy
with respect to China which goes back
over 75 years. In 1913, the U.S. as well
as Britain affirmed the sovereignty of
China over Tibet while at the same
time they built independent political
and diplomatic channels to Tibet.

China abolished serfdom in Tibet

Ifthe People’s Republic of China had
done nothing more in Tibet than to
abolish serfdom, it would have earned
its right to reassert its centuries-old

sovereignty over the area, which dates

back to 1253 A.D.

The aim of this profound social revo-
lution was to end the thou-
sand-year-old oppression of the
peasants by the lamas and the nobil-
ity, who owned the land and ruled over
the population with an iron hand. The
transformation, however, was some-
thing in the nature of a revolution
from above.

The great, world-hisforic rebellions
of the peasantry which were such a
fundamental driving force in the Chi-
nese Revolution were not characteris-
tic of Tibet. The vast social
transformation there, even though
carried out in the epoch of socialist
revolutions, resembled more a 19th
century bourgeois democratic revolu-
tion carried out from above, with all its
problems and limitations.

The nearest analogy is that of the
Napoleonic wars, both in eastern Eur-
ope and in Spain. In eastern Europe,
Napoleon was greeted with great en-
thusiasm, but he failed dismally in
Spain.

When the formation of the Chinese
Peoples Republic was declared in
early 1950, Tibet was not yet consid-
ered a fully liberated area. An early
history bf the Chinese Revolution (An
Outline History of China by Tung
Chi-ming, Foreign Language Press,
Peking, 1958) said that ‘“by the end of
1949 all territories on the mainland
except Tibet were liberated and the
Chinese people had won the third rev-
olutionary civil war.”

It should be noted that in the years
of the Long March, when the Commu-
nist Red Army had to go through part
of the difficult terrain of Tibet, many
Tibetan people helped it tremen-
dously, often furnishing it with yaks
and supplies.

China wanted to go slow in Tibet
It is the view of this writer that the
People’s Republic of China would have

been content to leave matters alone

with respect to Tibet for a considerable
transition period, had this been possi-
ble. The staggering problems that the
Chinese Peoples Republic faced in its
early days of political consolidation
and economic reconstruction made it
virtually certain that the internal sit-
uation of China was paramount.

The real priority for China was to
begin the task of socialist transforma-
tion and the political job of firmly es-
tablishing what Mao had called the
Peoples’ Democratic Dictatorship. In-
deed, historical conditions of an inter-
nal character more or less dictated
that the new Chinese government
leave things alone in Tibet, consider-
ing its very archaic and encrusted
feudal soé¢ial structure based on serf-
dom and buttressed by a theocratic
form of state.

. Ghat
Haagad sh

A._,.

__.' L Kunlup

Q"’g Zang
.

\ a2 Pnlna i
{ Aihhabad Wnraan b R

15N D . ke

Vi fre ana bilnue

Tibet has long been consldered the “plvot of Asua” by the great powers. In developing their policy ém Tibet, the

@ilien Shay
Qam‘d/ o u di

. N ‘\-_T_, b
Shan Qin f#nz |""" [
.__47)1, ‘H_‘\l\\ *““at\
s .-J H uh‘ v
o eI Y
('nci\wd"/ & '...‘- /
P ;f G f
L{\Oﬂﬁ‘l"‘ L/‘I e

o ;_/?ﬁ

/
i 7y

i N

Y
1

% &
* L, .
2 ,..nn-;-:f“\-,‘
N\ i !
p— oy Kiry gt i

W

i

leaders of People’s China have had to take note of this, especially when there was pressure on their borders, as

during the Korean War.

While not.abandoning a revolution-
ary perspective politically or socially,
the immediate task was to maintain
the status of Tibet as an integral part
of China. As we said, Tibet had been
formally incorporated into the terri-
tory of China duririg the Yuan dy-
nasty in the 13th century.

Since 1913, Britain, the U.S., Czanst
Russia and Germany too had all af-
firmed what they called the suzerainty
and territorial integrity of China over
Tibet. That did not, however, stop
them from making overtures to Tibet
and creating their own independent
links, trade missions, cultural and re-
ligious missionaries and innumerable
clandestine operations in order to
have a foothold in the area.

During World War II, the British
and the U.S. conferred about China
and Tibet many times, according to
China expert Edgar Snow (Red China
Today, Random House, 1961). Also
during the war and afterwards, the
U.S. invited Tibet to establish an in-
dependent trade mission in Washing-
ton, notwithstanding its formal
proclamations of Chinese jurisdic-
tion and sovereignty over Tibet,

With the demands of socialist con-
struction at home, China was more
than willing to let things alone in
Tibet. But were the great powers also
willing to do that?

Significance of Korean War

When the U.S. opened its aggressive
war in Korea, the People’s Republic of
China soon found it absolutely neces-
sary to intervene with revolutionary
assistance for Korea, particularly af-
ter General Douglas McArthur pro-
claimed that his aim was to cross the
Yalu River. This was regarded at the
time as an attempt to invade China.

Even though there was no immedi-
ate. military threat in Tibet, the
Korean War forced China to look to its
other frontier to safeguard it against
counter-revolution, which was insti-
gated by those who had long regarded
Tibet as the pivot of Asia.

Thus, from virtually the beginning
of the Chinese Revolution, it was nec-
essary for the PRC to view Tibet in the
light of a changing international situ-
ation.

When India was a newly liberated
nation, it had every reason, from the
viewpoint of the anti-imperialist
struggle and its soon-to-be announced
principles of coexistence and
non-alignment, to have a friendly ap-
proach to China. But, as things devel-
oped, it became embroiled in a border
dispute with China along the Tibetan
frontier, which continues to this very
day. The recent struggle in Tibet, it
should be noted, has also coincided
with shooting between Chinese and
Indian troops on this same old border.

The fact that the USSR, notwith-
standing its historic friendship treaty
with China signed in 1950, eventually
backed India in the border dispute
again reinforced China’s concern with

. developments in Tibet and helped lay
the groundwork for the Sino-Soviet
split.

Thus, viewed in the perspective of

" the Chinese Revolution, whatever the

internal situation might have been in
Tibet, it had an external aspect which
also posed a dangerous situation for

China.

Overall U.S. strategy
and the Carnegie Corp.

However, Tibet has another and far
greater significance to not only the
U.S. but Britain, India, Pakistan and
the USSR. The whole region in which
Tibet is situated has been referred toin
some U.S. literature on the subject as
a center of gravity for Asia in which
all the so-called great powers have
been deeply concerned.

An aspect which is often overlooked’

these days with respect to China is the
viewpoint of overall U.S. imperialist
policy in the area. Since 1947, the U.S.
has regarded the region of Tibet, in-
cluding the neighboring parts of In-
dia, Afghanistan and the Soviet
Union, as an area calling for particu-
lar attention.

It has always been made to appear
to the general public that U.S. con-
cerns in Tibet are merely over human
rights and in particular the survival of
religious freedom. However, as early
as 1947, the Carnegie Corporation
thought Tibet significant enough that
it made a grant to the Johns Hopkins
University School of International Re-
lations to study the whole region and
analyze the forces at work therein.

Tibet is considered in the West as a
very isolated country surrounded by
mountains, having poor natural re-
sources and an extremely archaic so-
cial structure which for centuries was
dominated by the Lamaist offshoot of
Buddhism. To the general public and
tourists especially, Tibet is of greatest
interest for its ancient temples, re-
markable architecture and so on.

Although its resources may be con-
sidered poor in relation to others, it is
necessary to note that Tibet has large
deposits of gold, copper and uranium,
something the great powers could not
overlook. However, mining was long
prohibited by the Dalai Lamas for re-
ligious reasons, so a great deal of
wealth may still be buried in the
ground. China no less than any other
country would be concerned about
this.

Tibet’s geographical position lo-
cates it in the historic road between
India and China. (Tibetis bordered on
the southeast by Burma, on the south
by India, Bhutan, Sikkim and Nepal,

on the west by India and Kashmir,

-and on the north and east by other

Chinese provinces.)

Tibet’s eariy history

It might be recalled that the Tibe-
tans throughout their history have not
been known for being submissive or
docile. The first attempt at the unifica- -
tion of the Tibetans came as early as
the 7th century A.D. under the leader-
ship of Sron-tsan Gampo, who orga-
nized and unified the Tibetan tribes,
then situated himself in Lhasa and
made it the capital. During the next
century, Tibet grew so powerful that it
actually threatened, or as the histo-

_rian Tung Chi-ming put it, “cast cove-

tous eyes on” the southern part of
Sinkiang.
The Tibetans distinguished them-

‘selves in bravery and armed struggle

against the British in 1873. As is the
traditional way of the imperialists,
they had sent a grouping to study
trade conditions in Tibet. They soon
demanded entry to Tibet to explore the
mineral resources of the region. The
Tibetans firmly refused. The British
then threatened armed force. The Tib-
etans, however, were determined .and
organized resistance.

At that time, the Manchus headed
the Chinese state. They were fearful
and pointedly refused to support the
opposition of the Tibetans, yielding to
the British.

However, due to the determination
and militancy of the Tibetans, this
time the scheme of entering the region
was foiled. It is good to contemplate
the significance of this resistance a
hundred years later. The go-slow
methods of the People’s Republic of
China in Tibet were calculated to en-
sure a peaceful and stable relationship
and at the same time not forgo either
the revolutionary opportunity or the
revolutionary duty to support progres-
sive, revolutionary democratic reform
in this archaic old feudal country.

Issue of self-determination

The issue of self-determination is
one that has to be settled between
China and Tibet and no one else. The
right of self-determination has always

_depended on the character of the his-

torical epoch in which it is raised and
the nature of the international situa-
tion, which in the contemporary world
is always a factor of enormous signifi-
cance.

China is a state with a con51derable
number of nationalities. If there is one
aspect of the PRC’s conduct which
stands out for its progressive charac-
ter, it is its policy with respect to the
nationality question. Like the Soviet
Union under different circumstances,
China has made the greatest progress
precisely along those lines.

Continued on page 10
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Homeless protest in Philadelphia. About 30 homeless people
blocked the main entrance to the newly built, 65-floor “One Liberty Place”
for two hours this morning. The protesters, some from a caravan of home-
less people from Mexico, demanded a $35 million commitment from mil-
lionaire contractor Richard Rouse to rebuild communities instead of
downtown corporate skyscrapers. On the previous night, members of the
Continental Front of Community Organizers (FCOC) from Mexico spoke
on their struggle against homelessness. About 120 people, some homeless
and many from the local movement against U.S. intervention in Central
America, gathered at Dignity Shelter to hear the speakers describe the
large movement for decent housing in Mexico and other Central American
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— Tibet
Continued from page 9

The exceptionally difficult situation
of Tibet dates back to its ancient leg-
acy, which over the centuries, not dec-
ades, made it an integral part of
China. China did not, like the U.S. did
with Alaska, purchase Tibet, nor did it
go thousands of miles overseas, sub-
jugate and conquer a Polynesian so-
ciety as the U.S. did with virtually

VIDEO ALERT!

Attention all video buffs.
Workers World Party is
planning to make a video
of its 1988 presidential
election campaign.

We are seeking donations of:

v'video equipment

vtime from skilled video -
makers

vrental time on video
equipment, especially on
editors

If you can help, contact us at
(212) 255-0352

genocidal effects on the people of Ha-
waii.

To attempt the kind of self-determi-
nation which the Dalai Lama is pro-
posing from his outposts in New Delhi
and Washington can only result in the
establishment of a neocolony of impe-
rialism and a dagger pointed at the
heart of China. There is, however,
wide latitude for solving the national
question within the framework of the
Peoples Republic of China and the
pursuit of a progressive, democratic
and socialist policy by Tibet and the
Chinese Peoples Republic.

There are unlimited possibilities for
approaching the problem of self-de-
termination within the context of au-
tonomy, within the framework of the
multinational state of China, or
through any other relationship which
is the uninhibited result of the mutual,
reciprocal relations between China
and Tibet. It is exclusively a problem
between them, and should brook no in-
terference, overt or covert, from oth-
ers.

China has successfully arranged its
relations with its neighbors like
Burma, Bhutan and Nepal and, not-
withstanding its aggression against
Vietnam, that too will be normalized
in the spirit of socialist solidarity and
is a matter between China and Viet-
nam.

(Add 75¢ postage.)

Order from World View Forum 46 W. 21 St, N.Y,, N.Y. 10010

Does high tech hold promise of future
prosperty and ease, or does if confront
working people with mass layoffs ond lowered
wages?

The answer depends on who contrels produc-
fion, soys Sam Marcy in High Tech, Lew Pery.
This book gives many contemporary examples
of how the stientific-technological revolution in
the U.S. is accelerating a shift to lower poying
jobs and to more women and Third World
workers.

A section on strategies for the workers'
movement offers new approaches on how to
fight back against lobor's biggest challenge in
decades. Marcy examines workers' control, the
oceupation of the plants and the use of
eminent domain versus ESOPs and other
monagement schemes.

Here is Marxism used as o living tocl to
analyze current trends and defend the
interests of the working class.

Conference of homeless
features action agenda

By Leslie Feinberg
New York

“No viviendas, no paz! No housing,
no peace!” was the vehement demand
of the hundreds who filled Local 1199’s
auditorium on Oct. 4 for an all-day in-
ternational assembly on homeless-
ness and poverty. The gathering
brought together the homeless and
poor of New York City as well as repre-
sentatives from other countries to dis-
cuss issues and strategies for action.

The assembly was organized by the
October 6th Coalition, a broad range
of U.S. homeless activists, squatters,
housing, peace and solidarity groups.

A caravan of Latin American activ-
ists touring the U.S. was a vital part of
this Popular Assembly. Present today
was CONAMUP (Coordinadora
Nacional del Movimiento Urbano
Popular — the Nationally Coordi-
nated Urban Poor Peoples> Move-
ment), formed in Mexico in 1980 by
several regional mass organizations.
CONAMUP brings together neigh-
borhood residents, homemakers,
homeless, renters, earthquake vic-
tims, vendors, bus and taxi drivers
and other representatives from some
300 neighborhood organizations in 18

states throughout the republic of Mex-
ico. According to CONAMUP, women
have played the most active role in this
organizing.

Despite government repression,
CONAMUP has been working since
1982 towards a Latin American con-
gress of community organizations
which was held in February of this
year in Managua, Nicaragua. Dele-
gates came from Argentina, Brazil,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Guate-
mala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua,
Panama, Peru, Puerto Rico, the
Dominican Republic and Uruguay,
creating an organization to unite all
the nationally 'organized movements.
This newly-formed group, Frente Con-
tinental de Organizaciones Comu-
nales (Continental Front of
Neighborhood Organizations), de-
fined themselves as an anti-imperial-
ist, democratic organization
representing the interests of poor ur-
ban dwellers throughout the Ameri-
cas.

They charged that the poverty suf-
fered by the majority of Latin Ameri-
cans was the direct result of
“oppression, exploitation and the
chaotic expansion characteristic of
capitalist urbanization,” and the in-
tolerable foreign debt stealing the
wealth of workers’ labor to feed the
banks, not the children.

A similar anti-imperialist resolu-
tion, “The Campinas Declaration,”
was signed by representatives of 56
trade union federations and trade un-

— NFL strike

Continued from page 4

oly operation which pays very well. As
the Washington Post recently: re-
ported, Washington owner Jack Kent
Cooke could pay each -of his players
$230,000 and still start the season
with $6 million in his pocket before
selling one ticket.

The NFL monopoly system guaran-
tees the owners big profits, regardless
of how their teams do. Each owner re-
ceives about $17 million.a year in TV
revenues. :

But it is the players who make the
game, often at the cost of their health.
At the very least they deserve wages
and benefits that reflect their contri-
bution.

ions of 25 countries in Latin America
and the Caribbean that met in May of
this year in Campinas in Sao Paulo,
Brazil.

‘No housing, no peace’

The organization will demonstrate
Oct. 6 at the United Nations to de-
mand the right to housing.

The UN has declared 1987 to be the
year of shelter for the world’s home-
less, and made a film showing the suf-
fering of those who have no homes.
But the U.S. vehemently objected to
footage of homeless people in this
country and forced the scenes to be
cut. .
There are 3-to-5 million people with-
out shelter across this country and
some 100,000 in New York City alone.
Half the homeless population are
children, a third are veterans and an-
other third unskilled workers.

Other scheduled demonstrations in-
clude a march against the roundup of
the homeless by police ordered by City
Hall. The march, called by the Emer-
gency Coalition Against Martial Law,
will assemble at Grand Central Sta-
tion Oct. 12 at noon, and march to
Washington Square Park.

'Join us in
the struggle

Workers World Party (WWP) fights on
all issues that face the working class
and oppressed peoples in this capital-
ist society. All work together in this
organization — Black and white, Latin,
Asian and Native peoples, women and
men, young and old, lesbian and gay,
disabled, "working, unemployed and
students.

If you would like to know more about
WWP, or if you would like to join us in
these struggles, contact the branch
nearest you: :

Atlanta: P.O. Box 424, Atlanta, Ga.,
30301 (404) 662-6417.

Baltimore: 424 E. 31 St., Baltimore, Md.
21218 (301) 889-9318

Boston: 186 Lincoln St, Room 602,
Boston, Mass. 02111 (617) 426-5626

Buffalo: 349 Niagara St., Buffalo, N.Y.
14201 (716) 855-3055

Chicago: P.O. Box 6510, Chicago, ll.
60680 (312) 489-3829

Cleveland: 2012 West 25 St., Room 613,
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 (216) 861-6154

Detroit: 1947 Grand River, Room 201,
Detroit, Mich. 48226 (313) 962-4979

Hartford: P.O. Box 14411, Hartford,
Conn. 06114 ’

Houston: P.O. Box 52115, Houston,
Texas 77052 (713) 524-4462

Jackson: P.O. Box 8783, Jackson,
Miss. 39204

Milwaukee: P.O.Box 16223, Milwaukee,
Wis. 53216

New York City: 46 W. 21 St., New York,
N.Y. 10010 (212) 255-0352

Philadelphia: P. O. Box 17116, Phila-
delphia, Pa. 19105 (215) 626-8704

Rochester: 816 Joseph Ave., Rochester,
N.Y. 14621 (716) 544-5409

San Antonio: P.O. Box 10510, San
Antonio, Texas 78210

San Francisco: 3181 Mission, No. 29,
San Francisco, Calif. 94110 (415)
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Salvadoran people rally to support FMLN guerrillas

By Andy Stapp

Thousands of guerrilla supporters
turned out in San Salvador on Oct. 4
waving red flags in support of the ap-
pearance of the rebel delegation.

It was on the first day of the confer-
ence between the Duarte regime and
the leftist insurgents.

So large were the pro-guerrilla
forces that they quickly took over the
entire field in front of the conference
site. It was a remarkable scene, civil-
ians singing songs of the Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front
(FMLN) right under the noses of
armed government troops! Over the
past eight years, tens of thousands
have been murdered for less by police
and army death squads.

This outburst of pro-FMLN support
is not some sort of sign that the Duarte
government is becoming more demo-
cratic or tolerant of opposition. Hun-
dreds of labor leaders remain in
prison, beaten and tortured, simply for
fighting for the economic demands of
their membership.

The armed forces still kill at will and
no military officer has ever been
brought to justice. Not oncé. And,
along with the imperialist corpora-
tions, 14 families continue to domi-
nate all the national wealth in this
country of five million people.

Duarte’s grip is slipping

It is not any new liberalization on
the part of the regime, but its growing
isolation which emboldened the peo-
ple to pour out and demonstrate for the
guerrillas. Despite more than $1 bil-
lion in aid from Washington, includ-
ing a recent new grant for the
notorious Salvadoran police, Duarte’s
grip is slipping. - .-

‘A month ago, when a leftlst 1eader
at the National University was kid-
napped by a fascist death squad, the
students immediately flooded into the
streets, chanting, “Workers to power,
Yankees go to hell’”” and setting ablaze
cars operated by security agents.

This defiance is something that the
government believed had been buried
under the avalanche of terror in the
early 1980s. Scores were killed every
day back then, all with the complicity
of the Reagan administration and the
U.S. military “trainers,” who still di-
rect the day-to-day operation of the
war against the rebels.

Long before he was “elected,” Du-

arte was put in as head of the military

junta, a fact much of the U.S. news
media and Congress tries to forget
when they describe him as “leader of a
fledgling democracy.” William Casey,
the late boss of the CIA, actually de-
scribed this “democrat” as a “long
term CIA asset,” in recently published
conversations with journalist Bob
Woodward.

But Duarte’s value as an “asset,” is
somewhat similar to those U.S. bank
loans to Latin America which have
now been downgraded.

FMLN has popular support
The armed forces, which U.S. gov-

ernment officials were cheerfully pre-
dicting would wipe out the FMLN, is
still bogged down, while the rebels
have gained effective control of most
of the northern part of the country. It
is a classic replay of earlier “peoples’
wars,” where the regular army can
make no headway against a force with
popular support.

For more than three years, Duarte
and his “handlers” in Washington
have refused to enter into any talks
with the guerrillas. Before negotia-
tions could begin, Duarte always in-
sisted that the rebels must lay down
their arms. He has new had to aban-
don this position, which was really an

ultimatum that the FMLN surrender.
The leftist resistance was much
smaller and ill equipped when they
succeeded in forcing the ouster of the
regime of General Romeroin 1979, and
they are not about to give up now,
when the correlation of forces is more
in their favor. When they came for the
current negotiations, the guerrilla
leaders restated their aim that the
14-family oligarchy, the military
despotism and the chronic interfer-
ence of Washington could have no
placein a new El Salvador. “Insurrec-
tion is the right of the people,” said
Leonel Gonzalez, an FMLN com-
mander. .

Exclusive interview:

By David Sole

Followmg is an interview with two
trade union leaders from Guatemala
who are touring the U.S. The inter-
view was conducted in Detroit on Oct.
1. Both of the unionists requested their
names not be used because of the vio-

lent repression they face in their own

country.

What union do you represent?

We are organizers and leaders of
STINDE. This is the electrical work-
ers union, the largest in Guatemala.
We have 6,000 members employed by
the government, in factories, offices
and even in the fields.

How long has your union been
in existence?

Our union was finally recognized as
legal on July 29, 1987. Guatemala’s le-
gal code provides for recognition of a
union after a 30-day procedure. But we
fought for recognition for 1 year and 3
months!

What actions did you take to win

.recognition?

We had two strikes in that time. In
October 1986 we struck for three days.
Then on April 20, 1987, we stayed out
for 15 days. We faced a lot of police re-
pression. Even death threats. But the
workers know that only through or-
ganization can we find answers to the
things we are looking for. We had one
demonstration in front of the National
Palace on April 29 with 2,000 people.

Are you involved in trying to

Brian Willson hit again —
no charges brought against Navy

By Gloria La Riva
San Francisco

In an attempted whitewash of stun-
ning proportions, Contra Costa
County District Attorney Gary
Yancey announced on Sept. 22 that no
charges would be filed against those
responsible for a train running over
anti-war veteran Brian Willson.

Willson lost both legs and suffered a
severe head injury while blocking
train tracks outside the Concord Na-
val Weapons Station (CNWS) near
San Francisco. CNWS is a major cen-
ter from which weapons are shipped to
U.S. puppet forces in Central America.

The Nuremberg Peace Action
Group, of which Willson is a member,
had been protesting arms shipments
at Concord all summer. On Aug. 21,
Willson sent a letter to the Navy an-
nouncing his intention to block the
tracks used by arms-carrying trains
on Seépt. 1. On Aug. 28, a major local
newspaper carried an extensive story
on the group’s plans for Sept. 1. An oral

restatement of the intention to block
the tracks was made to the Navy on
the morning of Sept. 1.

"Immediately after Willson was run
over, a Navy spokesman claimed that
the train was traveling 5 miles per
hour and implied that Willson had at-
tempted to commit suicide. Videotapes
proved that the speed of the train was
at least 17 mph and that it was speed-
ing up as it hit Willson, who was mak-
ing a desperate attempt to get out of
the way.

Close to 10,000 demonstrators ral-
lied in solidarity with Willson and
against the U.S. war in Central Amer-
ica at the CNWS on Sept. 5.

Holly Rauen, Willson’s wife and fel-
low protester who witnessed the horri-
fying attack on him, vowed to press for
further state and federal investiga-
tions. Angrily dismissing the DA’s de-
cision not to press charges, she said,
“At the time I saw the train bearing
down on us, I felt there was a crime be-
ing committed. It wasin no way an ac-
cident.”

Guatemalan unionists face death threats

organize more workers?

Yes. The economy is very bad right
now. And we are winning raises for
our members, sometimes the first raise
in many, many years. We are also try-
ing to organize the peasants, but there
is much fear of assassination, death
squads.

Is your union involved with
other sections of the community?

We are trying to do some work in fa-
vor of the people of Guatemala as a
whole. Our union, using union funds,
has a national program for literacy
and health. The government isn’t do-
ing it, and we know our people need it.
These projects are for the entire
neighborhood.

What are the greatest problems
you face?

The .President of the Republic
doesn’t really have power. The real
power in Guatemala is in the hands of
the army. The U.S. is supporting this
government with arms shipments. All
aid to Guatemala is controlled by the
army. When we go on strike we face
death threats by the police. But the
workers are very militant. At the same
time we were on strike last spring,
200,000 state employees also went on
strike!

Could conditions in Guatemala

resultin worker uprisings like we .

have seen in south Korea?

If the government doesn’t change
its position, we foresee that this will
happen. Not immediately, but in the

future. Qur currency in Guatemala is
suffering severe inflation, hitting the
people hard. The unions are getting
much larger in size, but the demands
are not being fulfilled, only met with
repression.

What is the aim of your tour?

We are here looking for interna-
tional support. We are looking for the
workers of the U.S. to ask their gov-
ernment to stop the aid to countries in
conflict.

What is your view of the role of
the United States government in
the Central American region?

The U.S. is playing a bad role. They
are supporting governments that are
not doing good. Look at the Central
American Peace Plan. The troubleis it
has no future because of the position of
the U.S. government. The U.S. must
end its support of the contras in Nica-
ragua. The plan calls for amnesty. But
this must be a broad amnesty. When
the Guatemalan refugees from Mexico
return, besides making a show about
them coming back, they are never
taken to their original villages. They
take them into “model villages” which
are really concentration camps.

What do you expect when you
return to Guatemala?

We already know that retribution is
to be expected. We knew when we
joined the union movement we were
getting into trouble. But we made this
trip to let people know around the
world what is happening.

JOURNAL OF A TRANSSEXUAL
by Diane Leslie Feinberg

Written in the form of a daily journal,
this is the moving account of the perse-
cution and-harassmentfaced by some-
one who does not fit socially dictated
sex role stereotypes. 21 pp.

50¢ -

Feminism and Marxism
By Dorothy Ballan

A Marxist materialist analysis of the
roots of women'’s oppression and the
key to its dissolution. Chapters include:
The woman in history; Love, marriage
and monogamy; Two lines of women’s
liberation; The Bolsheviks and the sex-
ual revolution.

Order from: World View Forum, 46 W.21 St, NY.,
N.Y. 10010. Add 75¢ postage.




Mundo Obrero presente en la lucha por la
igualdad de derechos de leshianas y gays

Por Lucinda Sintierra
Desde el comienzo de lalucha porlos
derechos de las lesbianas y hombres
gay, Mundo Obrero, partido revolu-
clonario de la clase obrera, ha dado su
méas decidido apoyo y participacién
para que un dia los homosexuales
sean tratados como miembros inte-
gros de la sociedad sin prejuicios ni
discriminacién.

"Esta lucha comenzé en 1969 cuando
la comunidad lésbica y gay, los trans-
vestistas y transexuales, ya hartos de
ser atacados y hostigados por la
policia, una noche dijeron jbasta! Y
ocurri6 lo que hoy se conmemora como
la Rebelién Stonewall. En esos dias
cientos de lesbianas, hombres gay,
transvestistas y transexuales salieron
a las calles en el Greenwich Village a
resistir al estado, y el trato y prejuicio
que fomentan entre la sociedad.

Desde entonces la comunidad
homosexual se ha desarrolladoy se ha
organizado en un movimiento pode-
roso con cientos de grupos y organiza-
ciones que abarcan todo este pais. Ala
vez, en 1971, Mundo Obrero formé el
caucus de lesbianas y gays al interior
del partido que tiene como tarea par-
ticipar en el movimiento de la libera-
ci6on homosexual.

Epidemia del SIDA

Desde que la epidemia del SIDA salio
a la luz, Mundo Obrero ha luchado en
conjunto con otros grupos para obli-
gar al gobierno de los EE.UU. que
entregue los fondos necesarios para
bregar contra esta terrible enferme-
dad. Miembros del partido trabajan

en organizaciones nacionales y

- locales para enfrentar los aspectos

politicos y las necesidades diarias de
personas con SIDA y con el Complejo
Relacionado con el SIDA (ARC).

El periodico Mundo Obrero ha dedi-
cado mucho tiempo al analisis de la
epidemia del SIDA. Ha desenmasca-
rado la como el gobierno a negado la
seriedad de la crisis, y lo racista y lo
prejuicioso que ha sido al enfrentarse
con la situacidn, tratando de aislar a
los que sufren de esta enfermedad, y
ademas promoviendo el gasto del
dinero en pruebas obligatorias para el
SIDA y no proveyendo los fondos
necesarios para encontrar una cura.

Por otro lado el partido y sus miem-
bros homosexuales y heterosexuales,
también pertenecen a sindicatos,
grupos comunales y organizaciones
progresistas y siempre aseguran que
los derechos de lesbianas y gays son
promovidos y defendidos.

Entre muchas actividades en queha
participado Mundo Obrero através de’
los afios estan las manifestaciones
contra Jerry Falwell y Anita Bryant,
la pelicula anti-gay “Cruising” y la
pelicula anti-lesbiana “Windows.” Par-
ticip6 en la organizacion de la primera
marcha por los derechos de lesbianas
y gays en Washington, DC en 1979.
También en la lucha de padres y
madres homosexuales a quien les han
querido quitar los hijos, contra la
violencia anti-gay, etc.

Analisis marxista de la cuestién gay
En 1976 Mundo Obrero publicé un
libro llamado “La cuestién gay: un

analisis marxista” escrito por Bob
McCubbin. Este libro documenta la

_aceptacion de la homosexualidad en

las sociedades tecnolégicamente
primitivas de hace miles de afios atras
y muestra como la opresion de la
mujer, lesbianas, hombres gay, y
transvestistas coinciden con la divi-
sién de la sociedad en clases y que es
fomentada por la clase dominante.
También discute el papel especial que
juega la iglesia como una fuerza de
represién no solo delos homosexuales
sino que también de cualquiera
expresion libre de la sexualidad. Este
libro es unico en su andlisis porque
explica que la lucha de lesbianas y

gays es una parte integra de la lucha
de la clase obrera para su liberacion.

El partido no solo ha participado
donde hay un movimiento de masas,
por ejemplo la opresiéon de transe-
xuales y transvestistas, siempre pro-
movemos su liberacién al igual que el
de todos los oprimidos por el sistema
capitalista.

Un dafio a uno, es un dafio a todos y
el partido Mundo Obrero esta com-
.prometido aluchar porla unidad entre
nuestra clase: la clase obrera, y el
derrocamiento de la clase dominante
que es la causa de tanta opresién y
sufrimiento. {Que viva la clase obrera
y su diversidad!

Imperialismo norteamericano busca derrotar
proceso de paz en Gentroamerica

Por Carl Glenn

El acuerdo de paz firmado por los
cinco presidentes de los paises cen-
troamericanos el 7 de agosto, consti-
tuye una victoria méds dentro del pro-
ceso revolucionario del pueblo nicara-
guense y también para el Frente San-
dinista. El acuerdo Esquipulas II
alcanzado en Guatemala es una derrota
politica indiscutible para la politica
intervencionista del gobierno impe-
rialista de los EE.UU. Lo que esta en
juego en estos momentos es el dere-
cho a la auto-determinaciéon de los
paises oprimidos por imperialismo.
Apesar delas posibles dificultades que
pueda plantear el pacto o los proble-
mas que se encuentren en su imple-
mentacioén, el hecho de que los gobier-
nos de Guatemala, Honduras, El Salva-

dor, Nicaragua y Costa Rica pudieron °

firmar un documento en contra de los
deseos de Washington demuestra que
los intereses de estos paises y €l impe-
rio estadounidense son totalmente
jrreconciliables. Eslalucha heroica de
los pueblos de Centroamérica que ha
precipitado este pacto y es la tnica
fuerza que puede iniciar una paz du-
radera.

No es por casualidad que el gobierno
de Nicaragua ha tomado la delantera
en el esfuerzo de cumplir con las con-
diciones del acuerdo de paz. El man-
datario sandinista, Daniel Ortega, fue
el primero de los cinco firmantes en
comenzar a dar los primeros pasos

contemplados en el acuerdo. Su deci-
si6n, hasta ahora demostrada, de
cumplir estrictamente con los com-
promisos adquiridos, con seguridad
permitira al gobierno ser mds exi-
gente con sus vecinos para que ellos
también respeten el plan, y posible-
mente debilitard los argumentos de
quienes quieren seguir apoyando a la
contra nicaraguense; entre ellos, el
Presidente Reagan.

En plena guerra, provocada por el
gobierno de los EE.UU, el Frente
Sandinista hainvitado ala Iglesia Ca-
tolica y a los once partidos politicos
para formar la Comisién Nacional de
Reconciliacién, que vigilara el cum-
plimiento de los compromisos contra-
idos en materia de amnistia y restau-
racién de libertades que habian sido
suprimidas para protejer a la revolu-
cién de ataques de sus enemigos
internos. Nicaragua ademas ha im-
plementado un cese unilateral al
fuego.

Otro elemento en la biisqueda de la
paz en Centroamérica es el proceso
revolucionario salvadorefio. En rela-
cién al acuerdo la Comandancia Gene-
ral del Frente Farabundo Marti de
Liberacién Nacional (FMLN) declaré:
“En El Salvador el proceso revolucio-
nario encabezado por el FMLN no ha
podido ser detenido, a pesar de los tres
mil millones de délares invertidos con
ese fin por Estados Unidos a lo largo
de siete afios de guerra contrainsur-
gente. . . Son los pueblos de Nicaragua

y El1 Salvador, sus sacrificios y su san-
gre, los protagonistas principales de
esteimportante resultado. El gobierno
de Duarte no tiene capacidad para lle-
var adelante un verdadero proceso de
democratizacién nacional y no ha po-
dido resolver los actuales conflictos
laborales, controlar al ejército autor
de la matanza de 60 mil compatriotas.

. . La democracia, la autodetermina-
cién nacional y la paz exigen en El
Salvador la formacién de un gobierno
de consenso nacional. Los factores
principales del conflicto en Centro-
américa son las profundas injusti-
cias soclales y la intervencién impe-
rialista de Estados Unidos.”

En Guatemala, el pueblo haluchado
25 afios para conquistar su soberania
nacional después de la sangrienta
intervencién de la CIA y la United
Fruit Company que han sido los res-
ponsables directos de las desapari-
ciones, asesinatos, masacres y otros
crimenes de lesa humanidad. Ahorael
gobierno de Guatemala se ve forzado a
negociar con la Comandancia General
de la Unidad Revolucionaria Nacio-
nal Guatemalteca (URNG) como resul-
tado del acuerdo de Esquipulas.

La situacién en Honduras, aunque
todavia no se llega a un proceso revo-
lucionario, esta explosiva. La miseria
y el hambre se mantienen a niveles in-
soportables. El campesinado estd en
pié de lucha, las tomas de tierras han
alcanzado proporciones masivas y el
pais esta ocupado por tres ejércitos —

el de Honduras, el mercenario somo-
cistay el de EE.UU.

El autor del acuerdo; Oscar Arias
Sanchez, es el presidente de Costa
Rica donde la situacién econémica no
es muy diferente a los demds paises de
la region. Por ejemplo, como resul-
tado de la devaluacién de la moneda,
los trabajadores de Costa Rica son
unos de los peores pagados en todo
Centroameéricay el Caribe. Costa Rica
tiene una deuda externa de 4 mil
millones de délares que consume la
mitad del ingreso nacional.

Aunque Arias es decididamente un
anti-sandinista, aligual que los otros 3
presidentes (de Honduras, El Salva-
dor y Guatfemala), el comparte las
mismas ideas con estos lideres, que el
objetivo del acuerdo es realmente de-
tener el avance de los movimientos de
liberacién de los pueblos centroaméri-
canos.

Apesardela oposicién de Washington
a la liberacién de los pueblos de Lati-
noamérica y los ataques directos
hacia la revolucién sandinista y el
apoyo al ejército de Duarte para
derrotar a la revolucién salvadorefia,
no ha sido suficiente para parar la
lucha liberadora que sacude nuestro
continente. Con la participacién ac-
tiva y revolucionaria de toda la clase
obreray delos oprimidos, Nicaraguay
El Salvador vencerian y también el
resto de los paises del Tercer Mundo
que se encuentran bajo el dominio

explotador de los EE.UU.



