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Disabled block streets
to demand lift buses

Scores in wheelchairs arrested in S.F. protest

By Ron Holtaday
San Francisco

“What do we want? Access! When do
we want it? Now!” chanted more than
500 disabled people and their support-
ers outside the national convention of
the American Public Transit Associa-
tion (APTA). Demonstrations in
which hundreds of people in wheel-
chairs have blocked the streets began
Sept. 27 and, as of this writing, have
continued for four days. At least 134
demonstrators had been arrested as of
Sept. 29.

Demonstrator Paula Slavenwhite
from Middletown, Conn., explained
why access is so important to her.
“There are no buses with lifts where I
live,” she said. “I do temporary work. I
can’t get a regular job because of
transportation problems.”

Paula is one of millions whose life
would changeif they could board a bus
or subway, whkether it’s to hold down a
decent job or just to avoid being a

prisoner on their own block. As one
woman present shouted, “I want to go

. to thelibrary!”

Angry disabled activists have come
here from all over the country to con-
tinue their long struggle for accessible
public transit. APTA, the lobbying
arm of the Transit Districts and
transit manufacturers, has spent mil-
lions of dollars over the years to get the
politicians and courts to nullify
hard-won rights to accessible transit.

Since APTA has practically been
standing in the bus door barring the
way to the disabled, it’s no wonder this
organization has aroused such anger.

Called by the September Alliance
for Affordable Transit and ADAPT
(American Disabled for Accessible
Public Transportation), the protests
began with a spirited hour-long rally
Sept. 27 at Union Square where the
crowd was addressed by such support-
ers as Eleanor Smeal of NOW and
Albin Gruhn, president of the Califor-
nia Labor Federation.

On leaving Union Square, the
demonstrators, most in wheelchairs,
showed their determination by ignor-
ing police orders and taking over the
busy downtown street. Soon an
impressive array of chanting demon-
strators covered two whole blocks. At
the Hilton Hotel, where APTA offi-
cials are based during the convention,
they confronted massive police lines
while APTA hid behind the cops and
refused to negotiate with the disabled.

The Alliance is' demanding that
each new bus bought in the U.S. be
accessible to all persons. Their litera-
ture stresses this would add only 7% to
the cost of each new bus. They also
continue to support paratransit vans
as a supplement to accessible public
mass transit for all.

A federal rule requiring accessible
transit existed in 1979, but was with-
drawn after a successful lawsuit filed
by APTA. The Transit Association
had originally decreed that transit

Continued on page 3
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Disabled people take to streets and head for APTA
“Now they’ll know what inaccessibility is like!”’

reception, where they blocked doors.
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GULF CRISIS

Canadian expert calls U.S. attack on Iran shipillegal. 7

Smoke but no fire from Congress on Reagan’s violations of
War Powers Act. Analysis by Sam Marcy.
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Again, again, bloody secrets of the CIA

By Andy Stapp

Why has Robert Woodward, a
managing editor of the Washington
Post, published revelations about the
late CIA director William Casey that,
in effect, portrays the chief of the U.S.
intelligence services as a terrorist?
And why did Casey agree to grant
Woodward more than 50 interviews
over the past four years?

In the Byzantine world of ruling
class politics, it is not always clear
who is sending a message to whom, or
for what purposes. Nor is-it necessar-
ily apparent what is an expose and
what a threat.

For instance, when the press
revealed during the 1980 Carter-
Reagan race that Harry Truman had
planned to flatten the Soviet Union
with a sneak nuclear strike, was the
story leaked to make Truman look bad
or to show that the Democrats could be
just as “tough” as Reagan?

While the behind-the-scenes
maneuvers that led Woodward to write
“Veil: The Secret Wars of the CIA,
1981-1987,” are still murky, the con-
crete information provided in this
book speaks for itself. Once again
the Central Intelligence Agency is
found up to its armpits in blood.

Their agents plant a car bomb in
Lebanon, killing 80 people. CIA opera-
tives in Beirut torture a man to death
with electric cattle prods. Nice stuff.

But is it new? Haven't critics of the
CIA charged for years that this is
standard operating procedure? Didn’t
a U.S. Congressional investigation
turn up all the same kind of stuff in
1975?

So why has Congress authorized
more than $3 billion for the CIA this
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year (not counting its secret funds)?
Why $600 million for more covert ope-
rations? And why the big expansion
— a million square feet of space being
built to double the size of the agency’s
headquarters in Langley, Va.?

Of course, theése senators are afraid
of the CIA themselves. Even the staff
of Barry Goldwater, an unrecon-
structed militarist, twice found
agency listening devices planted in
his Capitol Hill office during the time
Goldwater headed the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee! But more impor-
tant, they support the terrorist
methods used by the CIA to bolster
U.S. capitalist interests abroad,
regardless of all their brave talk about
bringing democracy to the world.

Marcos, Duarte on CIA payroll

Woodward names some names,
including a few CIA heads of state —
supposed leaders of sovereign nations
who were on the agency’s payroll. One
was Bashir Gemayel, the fascist pres-
ident of Lebanon who was killed by a
car bombin 1982. His death came after
a lot of grumbling in the Washington
establishment that Gemayel had
become an ingrate, had forgotten his
old master and was becoming too
attached to the Israelis.

Then there is Ferdinand Marcos.
According to Woodward, Casey ran 12
separate ‘“security and intelligence
assistance operations’ to keep Marcos
as dictator. The author apparently
forgot to ask Casey about the opera-
tion'that killed Benigno Aquino as he
stepped off a plane bringing him back
to the Philippines from the U.S. But
perhaps it would be too tacky to rake
that up again, now that the Aquino
regime has found Washington’s favor

and Marcos has been retired to
Hawaii.

Jose Napoleon Duarte, the “presi-
dent” of El Salvador, is described by
Woodward as “a paid informant” of
the CIA from way back. No informa-
tion on just how much this man got
paid, but it must have been a lot. It’s
tough work being the head of a
“struggling democracy” all day and
then at night having to go through a
tiresome debriefing with a CIA “han-
dler.” ‘

Woodward did have a dollar amount
for Dominica President Eugenia
Charles. The agency gave Charles
$100,000 for an appearance at the UN
supporting Reagan’s invasion of Gre-
nada. Duarte also backed it, but he
probably gets a flat yearly fee for
everything.

President Mubarak of Egypt has
conciliated to U.S. imperialism’s
Mideast strategy, collaborating with
Israel and reviling Libya, but Wood-
ward writes that the CIA bugged his
phones anyway.

The only real dispute over Wood-
ward’s book seems to involve his alle-
gation that Casey admitted tohimina
deathbed confession that he ordered
funds diverted from Reagan’s Iranian
arms sales to the Nicaraguan contras.
Casey’s widow, who keeps busy with
*“The Casey Fund for the Nicaraguan
Freedom Fighters,” denies it. Diver-
sion of funds would, after all, have
been against the law.

The U.S. shepherding of the contras,
is, however, a matter of historical
record. Casey, says Woodward,
“believed that the Nicaraguan people
would flock to a new force that
espoused both democracy and capital-

ism.” But the only flocking came from |,

Somoza’s old fascist National Guard.

Without seeming to note the incon-
gruity, Woodward also reports that the
CIA director, while championing “free
elections” in Nicaragua, spent mil-
lions of dollars interfering in the Ital-
ian elections of May 1985 to sabotage
the Communist Party. With a personal
fortune in excess of $9 million, Casey
didn’t think much of democracy with-
out capitalism. In the case of Italy,
though, he was only following a
time-honored path of election-
tampering blazed by every other CIA
director over the past four decades.

“Veil” confirms everything the left
has said about the CIA sinceits found-
ing. But how valuable is the ump-
teenth expose of this international
Murder Incorporated? The facts have
long been in.

VIDEO ALERT!

Attention all video buffs.
Workers World Party is
planning to make a video
of its 1988 presidential
election campaign.

We are seeking donations of:

vvideo equipment

vtime from skilled video
makers

vrental time on video
equipment, especially on
editors

If you can help, contact us at
(212) 255-0352

WORKERS WORLD opens its doors regularly
for forums, meetings, classes, and progres-
sive film showings. These are exciting edu-
cational gatherings where people hear talks .
on various topics of national and
international importance, raise questions,
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Bork nomination sparks all-movements fighthack

By Leslie Feinberg

Whether or not notorious ultra-
rightist Robert Bork is confirmed or
defeated in his bid for a seat on the
Supreme Court, the vigorous fight-
back movement that has formed in
response to his nomination shows
great promise for bringing together an
objective coalition of all who have
been targets of the rightwing.

In the months since Bork’s nomina-
tion, trade unions, Black and Latino
communities, the lesbian and gay and
women’s movements, and other con-
cerned groups have launched educa-
tional picketlines, demonstrations,
press conferences, postering and
newspaper advertising campaigns,
meetings, tabling, petitioning and
other visibility vehicles to keep Bork
from taking a seat on the Supreme
Court.

The outrage at this nomination was
clearly expressed at the NAACP’s
national convention in New York City
the first week of July, when more than
15,000 delegates took the unusual step
of passing an emergency resolution
unanimously opposing Bork, pointing
out his record of racist decisions.

This week’s Gay Community News
voiced the sentiment of the lesbian and
gay community: “In Boston, New
Haven, Washington, D.C. and other
cities, gay men and lesbians joined
labor activists, people of color and
feminists to declare Bork a right-wing
opportunist, aggressively opposed to
abortion rights, lesbian/gay rights,
and civil rights.”

On Sept. 15, the day the Senate con-
firmation hearings began, demonstra-
tions were held in several cities. The
National Organization for Women
(NOW) sponsored an anti-Bork rally
in Washington.

On the same day in New York Clty,
over 100 people spoke at an eight-hour
vigil and rally held in front of the Fed-
eral Court House. The action was
called by the Coalition for a Just
Supreme Court, with the endorsement
and participation of NOW, the
National Abortion Rights Action
League, Puerto Rican Legal Defense
and Education Fund, Coalition for
Lesbian and Gay Rights, NAACP,
Local 1180 of the CWA, Local 1199,
National Council of Black Women,
Asian-Americans for Equality and
many others.

Posters have appeared all over New
York City with Bork’s likeness and the
word “Pork” underneath it.

The Northern California Coalition
Against Bork, consisting of labor, les-
bian and gay, women’s, legal and.
other groups, held a press conference
and vigil of several hundred people in
front of the Federal Building in San
Francisco.

Another vigil is planned at that site
on Oct. 5. Other activities, including
meetings and letter-writing cam-
paigns, are underway.

Last week the San Francisco-based
Sierra Club publicly announced its
opposition to Bork on the basis that
his appointment would limit access to
the courts.

A public opinion poll released this
week revealed that a plurality of
people oppose Bork’s appointment.
Just before the Senate hearing, the
reverse was true, showing that the
more people saw, the less they liked!

The hearings, which are expected to
continue for several weeks, may not
result in a decision until after the Oct.
11 March on Washington for Lesbian
and Gay Rights, which will build
additional opposition to bigot Bork.

Labor closes ranks

At the first meeting of the New York
Coalition Against Bork on Sept. 10,
about 100 representatives from as
many organlzations strategized to

defeat Bork. The breakfast meeting
was held at the headquarters of the
120,000-member District Council 37,
American Federation of State County
and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME). It was attended by Latino
and Black community groups, lesbian
and gay and women’s organizations,
seniors and many religious denomi-
nations.

Labor organizations included the
United Federation of Teachers,

Transport Workers Local 100, the’

Public Employees Federation, Inter-
national Ladies Garment Workers of

America, the Communications Work-
ers of America, the Association of
Independent Flight Attendants, Writ-
ers Guild of America, Retail, Whole-
sale and Distributive Workers Union
and the United Auto Workers.

In welcoming those gathered, DC 37
Executive Director Stanley Hill
charged that “Bork’s only judicial
record is pro-big business and anti
just about everything else.”

Across the country, the labor move-
ment has closed ranks against the
Bork nomination. This is due largely
to rising consciousness as more and

more Black and Latino people, women
and lesbians and gays join the work
force. The opposition to this known
right-winger is not thinly drawn from
the top labor leadership but goes deep
into the ranks.

The rising struggle to stop Bork’s
appointmentis not merely cosmetic. It
comes from the genuine anger of all
who have been hurt by the ultra-right
offensive. Itis these progressive forces
acting in unity which will be the true

“court of last resort” in reversing the
anti-people offensive of the Reagan
administration.

Maine mobilizations nix Klan attempt

Special to Workers World
Rumford, Maine

When a dozen Ku Klux Klansmen
invaded Maine on Saturday, Sept. 26,
close to 1,000 people turned out in at
least eight towns in protest.

David Boyington, a young white
man from up in Old Town, came to
Rumford with a group of his friends.
“TheKlanislike a cancer,” he told this
reporter. “And you don’t ignore a
cancer, you deal with it.”

Attempt to divide workers backfires

Rumford, a small town of 8,300
people in west-central Maine, was the
site last year of a bitter strike fought
by the United Paperworkers Interna-
tional Union (UPIU) against the
Boise-Cascade paper company. A
Connecticut-based faction of the Klan
had picked Rumford to hold the first
KKK rally in Maine since the 1920s,
apparently to try and divert attention
from the stunning solidarity that has
built up around another UPIU strike,
this one against the giant Interna-
tional Paper Company in nearby Jay.
It was right after a 9,000-strong labor
rally for the Jay workers on August 1
that KKK literature first began
appearing in the state.

Over 400 people came to the Rum-

ford rally, held at the Rumford High -

School auditorium. The protest had
been called by a coalition of labor,
church and civic groups, including the
state chapter of the NAACP, the

AFL-CIO, the National Organization
for Women, the Jewish Federation of

Southern Maine and the Maine Coun-"

cil of Churches. Elsewherein the state,
some 250 people attended a protest
rally at Temple Beth-El in Portland,
150 came outin Auburn, and hundreds
of others attended meetings and ral-
lies in Kennebunkport, Orono, Orland,
Bangor and the state capital of
Augusta.

“Keep strong, and don’t give up,”
Ken Billups, a Black paperworker
from Gardiner, told the Rumford
crowd. “We all have to stick together.”
Other paperworkers came from Rum-
ford and Jay, wearing their strike T-
shirts.

Students from Colby College in
Waterville joined others from Bates
College in Lewiston and a group all the
way from Goddard College in Plain-
field, Vt. There were representatives
from the Coalition Against Racism
and the Maine Center for Human Dig-
nity and Social Justice in southern
Maine, the Job-Is-a-Right Campaign
in Portland and the Maine Progressive
newspaper, along with veterans, les-
bian and gay activists, and members
of Maine’s Native and Black commun-
ities. Over 100 copies of Workers World
newspaper were distributed and a
number of people bought subscrip-
tions. ‘

While it was clear that the Klan had
little or no support in the state, the
racist thugs were not totally without
allies. All the major media had given

— Disabled
protests

Continued from page 1

districts could not send delegates to
the convention from their mandated
Elderly and Handicapped Advisory
Committees. While APTA was forced
to overturn this outrageous ruling, the
$400 cost of admission to the conven-
tion still constituted outright discrim-
ination. _

Bob Kafka, an organizer for
ADAPT from Austin, Texas, told the
rally, “Its time for us to say we’re part
of the community. We want our rights.
We demand our rights. And we’ll have
our rights.”

The protesters proceeded to City
Hall where Mayor Feinstein had
planned a gala reception for the APTA

" delegates. When the delegates arrived,

they got a hotter reception than they
bargalned for, as chantmg demon-
strators in wheelchairs, using mobile
tactics, blocked their access, giving
them a taste of what inaccessible
transit is like.

Police first tried to push through
with metal barricades to make a path
for the delegates. The people in wheel-
chairs regrouped to block the path.
This happened again and again. Then

them millions of dollars of free public-
ity. And a little while before the anti-
Klan rally began, about ten members
of the Klan showed up and briefly

-walked in and out of the still largely

empty auditorium, escorted by state
and local cops — including Chief of
Police Dewey Robinson, who became
notorious during the Rumford strike
for his anti-union prejudice. “We
just wanted to make sure this was an
open meeting,” the Klan told report-
ers.

Perhaps in the same spirit, after the
anti-Klan rally ended, about 150
people made their way to the private
field about 15 miles outside of town
where the 15 to 20 KKK members and
their supporters were gathering to
burn a cross. Held back by the police,
the protesters chanted, “KKK, go
away!” A group of local people burnt
an effigy of a Klansman as the
Klansmen burnt a cross.

One of those protesting at the field
was Emilia Goodine, a native of Bel-
gium who was 16 years old when she
was imprisoned in a Nazi concentra-
tion camp in Germany. “I had to
come,” she said. “Thisis howit started
in Germany, They hate the Jews, they
hate the Blacks — I can’t stand to see
this.”

The next morning, a group of local
Rumford residents gathered at the site
of the cross-burning and covered the
burnt ground with animal manure,
wiping out all traces of the Ku Klux
Klan’s visit to Maine.

WW PHOTO: RON HOLLADAY

Disabled activists traveled hundreds of miles, then faced arrest and
manhandling by police to let public know of their demands.

police tried to push the wheelchairs
out of the way.

Frustrated by the effectiveness of
the demonstrators, the police declared
the gathering “unlawful,” and went
on the attack. After the protesters had
completely surrounded City Hall, 22
peopl®, most in wheelchairs, were
arrested by tactical squad cops using
chokeholds and wristholds.

A witness reported cops threw one
woman out of her wheelchair. Those
arrested were carried away in lift-

equipped buses as the crowd chanted,
“They can take us to jail but they
can’t take us to work.”

“We thought they were particularly
rough at City Hall” organizer Mari-
lyn Golden told Workers World after
the arrests. The activists promised
they would follow APTA all over the
country to insist upon their rightful
demands.

Demonstrations are planned
throughout the week-long APTA con-
vention.
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Lahor, Black leaders rally behind striking bus drivers

. F

Community leader Mel King tells press: ‘Boston school bus drivers support desegregation and we support their

strike.”
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Chicago jobs campaign takes hig first step

By P. Kimbali
Chicago

_-For a living they
had made stoves, tars, locomotives,
instruments, baking powder; they had
sorted mail and operated a bus termi-
nal. Today nearly a hundred such
workers from the Chicago area joined
forces to protect their right to a job.

The first public forum of the Illinois
Job Is a Right Campaign brought
together representatives from union
locals and community groups who in
the past have had to fight plant clos-
ings and layoffs in isolation from each
other. Working women and men,
Black, white and Latin, conducted the
meeting, staffed the tables where but-
tons and T-shirts were sold, and dis-
cussed their job situations from the
floor. It was a workers’ meeting from
start to finish.

From the now-devastated steel
industry to the shuttered downtown
department stores, tens of thousands
of workers here have lost their jobs in
the last decade. Recently Sears Roe-
buck closed its giant west side distrib-
ution center; Greyhound fired all the
union workers at its downtown termi-
nal; and General Motors has
announced plans to close its Willow
Springs assembly plant just south-
west of the city.

Willie Hill, a chief mechanic and a

veteran of nearly 20 years with Gen-
eral Foods, told the forum, “The Cal-
umet baking powder plant will close in
October 1988. I can’t plan a future for
my children. Our jobs are going,
going, gone.”

Most recently, General Electric has
declared it will close its Hotpoint
appliance factory in neighboring
Cicero. But the bosses are in for a
fight, declared John Agrela, president
of Sheet Metal Workers Local #571:
“GE is going to get the struggle of its
life. We are going to take whatever
steps are necessary to save our jobs
and our plant.”

Today’s activity was held in the caf-

_eteria of a parochial school virtually

in the shadow of Stewart-Warner’s
Diversey Avenue plant. This instru-
ment maker, recently acquired by the
British conglomerate BTR, has been
threatening to close the plant for three
years. It has been kept open largely
through the efforts of the Coalition to
Keep Stewart-Warner Open, which
has united the union (UAW-UE Local
1154) with neighborhood groups and
residents.

Workers from Stewart-Warner and
from the Stop Plant Closings Commit-
tee of United Auto Workers Local 558
tat Willow Springs) were active in get-
ting the Chicago Job Is a Right activi-
ties under way, and took turns
chairing different portions of today’s

event. Speakers included Carole
Travis, president of UAW Local 719 at
the layoff- wracked Electromotive
Division of GM, and Neill Burke, bus-
iness agent for the Stewart Warner
UAW-UE local.

Job Is a Right organizers from
Detroit and New York addressed the
crowd on the history of the campaign,
which began in Michigan after GM
threatened the jobs of thousands.
“Some people said, you're too late, you
can’t be effective,” said Joyce Crutch-
field of UAW Local 15. “But nobody
expected Martin Luther King to be
effective either. There is work to be
done. You have to set up'committees
now to explain the situation to work-
ers and the people in the communi-
ties.” '

“Our campaign is not going to be
won only because it is just,” warned
New York organizer Gavrielle
Gemma. “We have to change people’s
minds. They say, don’t the corpora-

. tions own it? Doesn’t it belong to
them? But who is to say that Willie
Hill deesn’t have a right to his job?
We have to establish that we have a
right.”

The meeting applauded a letter of
support from Michigan Rep. John
Conyers, read by Willow Springs
organizer Dwight Davenport.

It was also announced that on Sep-

Continued on page 10

Detroit workers ready to fight GM layoffs

By Jerry Goldberg
. Detroit

The Michigan Job Is a Right Cam-
paign met Sept. 20 and mapped out a
strategy aimed at stopping mass lay-
offs, particularly at General Motors.

Workers attended from UAW Locals
15, 22 and 174 (representing the GM
Fleetwood, Cadillac and Fisher Guide
plants, respectively, all slated for
shutdown), UAW 599 (Buick City,
going down to one shift in October),
and UAW 598 (Chevy Truck and Bus).
Also on hand to contribute their ideas
were unemployed activists; AFSCME,
SEIU and Newspaper Guild members;
and auto workers from Chrysler and
Ford. ’

The meeting planned a campaign to
target General Motors as Public
Enemy #1. Bili Roundtree, campaign
organizer, explained how. “In the past
nine months, as a result of many ral-
lies and demonstrations, the concept
of the right to a job has become more

and more popular. Since the Ford con-
tract, the demand for a moratorium or
ban on plant closings is being dis-
cussed everywhere.

“The arena for struggle is now GM.
The time is ripe to press the demand
for a moratorium at GM and to
demand the reversal of the company’s
scheduled plant closings and layoffs.
This demand will be taken to both the
city and state governments as well as
the federal government, where Bill HR
1828is pending. The UAW must not be
left alone to take on the largest com-
pany in the world.”

It was emphasized that the snow-
ball effect of GM’s plant closings will
lead to the loss of 250,000 jobs in
Flint, Pontiac and Detroit, Mich.,
alone.

The campaign will target the huge
tax abatements which have been
given to GM right out of the city and
state treasuries. It will expose how GM

demanded concessions from both the
workers and communities and is now
closing down much of its civilian pro-
duction while shifting to military
research. GM has become the second-
largest recipient of Star Wars con-
tracts in the country

This week a broadsheet exposing
GM and including a poster demand-
ing an immediate end to its scheduled
plant closings is being printed. Plans
were discussed to distribute thousands
of these bulletins at plant gates,
unemployment offices and in the
community. Further organizing meet-
ings are being planned for Detroit,
Flint and Saginaw.

Organizers emphasized that a vie-
tory in the moratorium effort at GM
would be a tremendous boost to win-
ning a guaranteed job for all working

people. Contact the Job Is a Right
Campaign at (313) 831-1333 to help

with this important battle.

By Steve Gillis
Picket Captain, USWA Local 8751
Boston

September 29 — Today, in a massive
show of support for the striking Boston
school bus drivers of USWA Local
8751, labor and community leaders
joined the over-200-strong picketline.

Today’s rally came on the heels of a
last-ditch string of virulent union-
busting threats by the school superin-
tendent. In response, leaders of vari-
ous unions blasted these threats, while
pledging their solidarity, time and
resources to the bus drivers.

Speaking for Arthur Osborn, presi-
dent of the Massachusetts AFL-CIO,
John Laughlin condemned the super-
intendent’s threat to hire replacement
drivers. “A:scab is a scab,’ he said,
“whether in a New England Patriot
uniform or a Boston school bus.”

Ed Doherty, president of the Boston
Teachers Union, denounced the School
Department’s union-busting gim-
micks. “You’re not going to settle this
by sending children to neighborhood
schools, or by making the school bus
drivers public employees. You’re not
going to settleitin a courtroom. You’re
only going to settle it when the bus
companies return to the bargaining
table.”

Meizhu Lui, president of AFSCME
1489 (Boston City Hospital), defended
the drivers’ strike as “a struggle for
justice and equality, and in fact the
extension of the struggle for the deseg-
regation of the schools.”

Other labor leaders who spoke
included Bob Haynes, Financial Sec-
retary, Ironworkers Local 7; Domenic
Bozzoto, president of Local 26, HERE;
Fred Trusten, president SEIU Local
509; Frank Gaye, AFSCME Council
93; and David Brenner, president of
the Laundry Workers.

On the picketline were dozens of
parents, children, students, Puerto
Rican activists and members of the
All-Peoples Congress and the Dis-
abled Peoples Liberation Front. Three
clergymen, Rev. Graylan Ellis-Hagler,
Rev. Victor Carpenter and Rev. Wil-
liam Alberts, also spoke in support of
the drivers.

Attack on desegregation

In a decision that has made
national headlines, the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the First Circuit ruled on
Sept. 28 to tentatively end Federal
Judge W. Arthur, Garrity’s authority
over the Boston school system. It was
Garrity who in 1974 ordered desegre-
gation and busing following a mass
anti-racist movement and lawsuit by
Boston’s Black and Latin communi-
ties.

This week’s decision was immedi-
ately lauded by Louisa Day Hicks
.who, as a School Committee member
in the 1970s, led the bus-smashing
bigots, and by current School Com-
mittee member Joe Casper, who glee-
fully announced “an end to the sad era
of forced busing.”

Last week the School Committeein a
7-6 vote narrowly defeated a plan to
return to neighborhood schools which
had been proposed by the bigots as a
way to deal with the bus drivers’ strike.

Ironically, the attorney who repre-
sented the Black parents in the origi-
nal desegregation case has charged in
Federal Court that it is the bus drivers
who are conspiring against desegre-
gation!

In response, Black community
leader Mel King defended the bus driv-
ers at a press conference, saying,
“Most drivers are parents whose chil-
dren benefit from desegregated
schools. The drivers’ union has a long
history of support for desegregation.

Continued on page 10
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200 cities organize for Oct. 11 leshian/gay march

By Marsha Goldberg

Two weeks before the Oct. 11
National March on Washington for
Lesbian and Gay Rights, there are
many signs that it will be a truly mas-
sive outpouring from all over the coun-
try.

There are march organizing com-
mittees in over 200 cities. Organizers
estimate that over a thousand volun-
teers will be needed to help on the day
of the march. )

In Washington, D.C., “more and
more volunteers are streaming in all
day to work in the march office.
They’re coming from as far as Seattle,
Los Angeles and Florida,” Judy
Greenspan, logistics coordinator for
the march, told Workers World.

“Trains and planes in and out of
Washington on the weekend of the
march are already totally booked. So
are the hotels. We're arranging thou-
sands of alternative housing spaces.
People are coming for the entire week-
end,” she said.

This is because the march on Wash-
ington has grown into more than a one
day event. From Oct. 8 through Oct.
13, there will be six days of national
meetings, strategy sessions and
demonstrations. A list published by
the march organizers gives the details
for 42 different events and more are
still being planned.

The National Coalition of Black
Lesbians and Gays is holding a
national meeting. So is Black and
White Men Together. Latino lesbians
and gays are planning a reception.
Seniors and older lesbians and gay
men will be meeting. And there will be
meetings to organize support for
Sharon Kowalski, a lesbiah who was
disabled in a car accident and has
been denied the right to see her lover.

A Solidarity Reception at the head-
quarters of the AFL-CIO will bring
together lesbian, gay and straight
union activists on the day before the
march.

Also on that Saturday, hundreds of
lesbian and gay couples will be mar-
ried in front of the IRS building. This
wedding ceremony is being planned as
a demonstration to demand legal rec-
ognition of lesbian and gay relation-
ships.

A national AIDS Activists Mobiliz-
ing and Planning Meeting will be held
on Mon., Oct. 12. It is being organized
by AIDS activist groups from around
the country, including ACTUP from
New York City, AIDS Action Pledge

from San Francisco and others.

And on Tuesday, Oct. 13, there will
be a civil disobedience action on the
steps of the Supreme Court.

People with AIDS will lead off

Early Sunday morning over two
thousand six foot by three foot patch-
work panels with the names of people
who have died of AIDS will be spread
out on the mall to be displayed all day.
Each of these panels has been sewn
by friends and lovers of the people who
have died and seni to Washington
from all over the country.

Cleve Jones, executive director of
the Names Project, explained that it
was a way to “express not only our
sorrow and grief, but our love, courage
and commitment.”

When the National March steps off
at noon on Sunday, Oct. 11 it will be

led by a contingent of people with
AIDS. “They are the VIPs of this
march,” said Greenspan. “They’re
fighting courageously not only for
their own lives, but for the rights of all
of us.”

From 9 a.m. to noon on Sunday, Oct.
11, as the demonstrators gather at the
Ellipse, there will be a rally organized
by the People of Color Caucus. Giselle
Mills, from the national staff of the
march and coordinator of this rally,
told Workers World that the speakers
would “show the diversity of the
movement as well as address the
issues of concern to people of color.”

“We can’t leave behind any of the
other issues. This march is also
making a strong stand against racism
and against apartheid,” she said.

The demonstration will march past
the White House, down Pennsylvania

Ave. to the Capitol for a rally on the
Mall at Third Street. Jesse Jackson,
Cesar Chavez and Barbara Smith will
be among the speakers.

WWRP reception

Sunday afternoon, after the
march, Workers World Party will be
holdmg a reception where people
can “relax, meet our members, and’
hear a socialist perspective on
AIDS and lesbian and gay rights.”
It will be held at the Capital Quality
Inn, 415 New Jersey Ave. from 3:30
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. (This is a short
walk from the afternoon rally,
north on First Street, NW.) There
will be refreshments, music, videos,
photo displays, and a slide show.

By John Catalinotto

Scientists, doctors and other
experts have added their voices to
those of the many gay rights activ-
ists and people with AIDS who
charge that the Reagan adminis-
tration is one of the main obstacles
to resolving the AIDS crisis. In tes-
timony Sept. 22 before a House
committee, a battery of experts
agreed that the federal budget for
AIDS research and care is inade-
quate.

AIDS funding this year totals
$790 million, including $519 million
for biomedical research, $100 mil-
lion for general education, $55 mil-
lion for education of intravenous
drug users, $92 million for testing
and counseling, and $24 million to
maintain safety of the blood supply.

While this total is much larger
than in past years, it is still not
enough, say many experts. In addi-
tion, a large part of these funds has
been taken away from basic
research in related medical fields
such as immunobiology, develop-
mental biology, virology and other
areas, according to Dr. Irving
Weissman, a member of the
National Academy of Sciences
steering committee on AIDS.

Dr. Weissman told the House

Scientists charge Reagan underfunds AIDS research

committee that money for AIDS
should be increased and broadly
defined to include those fields
“which could provide the knowl-
. edge base for future advances in
AIDS research.” .

Even a representative of the gov-
ernment’s General Accounting
Office, Michael Zimmerman,
reported that 20 experts contacted
by the GAO found the Reagan
budget inadequate in several areas.
They recommended an additional
$50 million for methadone treat-
ment to stop the spread of the virus
among drug abusers, another $65
million for educational campaigns,
and $250 million to expand existing
counseling and testing sites.

The need for more funds was
stressed most by those organiza-
tions dealing directly with people
with AIDS. Ann E. McFarren,
executive director of the AIDS
Action Council, suggested a $1 bil-
lion education campaign by 1991.

The vast sums spent on other
projects show what a low priority
the administration is giving to
fighting an enemy that has already
taken 24,000 lives in this country.
For example, the cruise and Per-
shing 2 missiles (which are to be"
scrapped under the arms treaty
signed in mid-September) cost over

‘nal reported that, “When New York

$9 billion.

The research to see if Reagan’s
pet “Star Wars” program can work
has already started to gather 2,000
scientists, engineers and computer
experts in Colorado on a huge pro-
ject whose costs are boundless.
But the research for prevention and
cure of AIDS is being left largely to
the private sector.

Profiteers take over AIDS research
The Sept. 28 Wall Street Journal
reported on the great attraction
that private AIDS research pro-
jects hold for venture capitalists.
These scattered, " competitive pro-
jects, bound to be covered with sec-
recy to protect future profits, are
already trying to lure big-name
researchers away from university
and government research.
Speaking of the corporation
started by Dr. Jonas Salk, the Jour-

deal maker Morton Davis sought
private financing for a new AIDS
vaccine company built around Dr.
Salk’s  work, money rained down
from the heavens.”

The absence of a cohesive and
well-funded AIDS research project
run by the government is creating a
vacuum being filled by those trying
to fill their pockets.

Workers World Party forums huild for march

By J. Marquardt
San Francisco

To encourage participation in the
Oct. 11 national demonstration for
lesbian and gay rights, Workers World
Party has been providing a public
forum for the discussion of issues crit-
ical to the movement in many cities
across the country.

In well-attended meetings in San
Francisco on Sept. 19 and in New York
on Sept. 26, organizers of the Oct. 11
action, Workers World spokespeople
and other activists discussed the his-
tory of the struggle for lesbian and gay
rights and especially the impact of the
AIDS crisis. These discussions laid
out a struggle program to deal with the
crisis, whose first step is massive par-
ticipation in Oct. 11.

In San Francisco, Ken Jones, Bay
Area co-chair for the Oct. 11 National
March on Washington, called the
Reagan administration’s “do-nothing
response to the AIDS epidemic” a vir-
tual ‘“‘mandate for murder.” He
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WWP meetings in New York and San Francisco lay out a struggle program to deal with the AIDS crisis. New York
meeting: Keith Pavlik, Sharon Ayling, Carmen Roundtree, Saul Kanowitz. San Francisco: Ken Jones.

pointed out that in contrast to the
Reaganites, lesbians and gay men
have organized ‘“one of the most
extensive public health campaigns in
history.”

Jones added that it’s no accident
that immigrants, prisoners, and pros-

titutes are the first groups subjected
to mandatory HIV antibody testing.
“Politicians aren’t losing any sleep
over Black and Brown babies and
17-year-old I.V. drug users dying of
AIDS.” _

A founding member of the U.S. Out

of Southern Africa Network, Sahu
Barron, pointed out that in the U.S.
25% of those diagnosed with AIDS are
Black people and 14% are Latino
people. A Black woman is 13 times
more likely to get AIDS than a white

Continued on page 11
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Nicaragua presses for peace,
Reagan/Congress fund contras

By Sharon Shelton

September 28 — No where was the
desire for an end to the contra war so
evident as on the Nicaraguan-
Honduran border this weekend when
almost 20,000 people turned out to be
reunited with family members.

“It’s wonderful,” one Nicaraguan
man told reporters. “I’'m very happy.
It makes me hope for peace.”

This is the prevailing mood in Cen-
tral America today with the approach
of the Nov. 7 ceasefire mandated by
the agreement signed last August by
the presidents of five nations of the
area — Nicaragua, El Salvador, Costa
Rica, Honduras and Guatemala.

Already the Sandinista government
of Nicaragua has bent over back-
wards to begin toimplement the terms
of the accord by allowing reopening of
opposition newspapers and radio sta-
tions, freeing some prisoners and
declaring a general amnesty.

In return, Nicaragua’s neighbors
have agreed to deny the contra
counter-revolutionaries bases in their
countries and to call for an end to U.S.
funding of the contras.

Most of the Central American presi-
dents concluding the agreement have
been under increasing pressure from
the masses of people for their role in
aiding and abetting the Reagan
administration in its efforts to over-
turn the revolutionary Sandinista
government. In Honduras, from
whose territory most of the contra
attacks have been launched (although
the regime still refuses to acknowledge

the existence of the contra bases), even
wealthy landowners have protested
the way the Pentagon runs roughshod
over the country without any regard
for Honduran sovereignty.

But while the Sandinistas are trying
hard to make the peace agreement
work, the Reagan administration with
the aid of Congress has moved to con-
tinue and even escalate the war.

The White House has announced it
is seeking a whopping $270 million in
open military aid (in addition to all the
covert aid it illegally gives) to be used
against Nicaragua over the coming
year.

The administration actually is in a
bind. Although not signing the treaty,
Reagan had to give it lip service when
it was adopted last August. Failure to
comply with its terms once the treaty
isin place in November — especially if
U.S. puppet allies like Honduras abide
by it — will totally expose the U.S’s
warlike intent and furtheritsisolation
worldwide on the question of Central
America.

“We're caught in a box,” is the way
one US. official put it recently. The
problem is the U.S. rulers want to look
like they’re for peace even while
they’re directing a war.

'Loudly promising they won’t give
aid “next time,” the Democrats and
Republicans nevertheless joined
together last week to give Reagan $3.5
million for the contras to cover the
period until the ceasefire.

While the politicians say the money
will be for “humanitarian” aid only,
everyone knows that the U.S. slips the

guns right in there with the butter.
The only way Congress can prove it’s
standing up to Reagan is by refusing
to appropriate another dime to be used
against the men, women and children
of Nicaragua.

It should be clear by now that the
real issue in Nicaragua is not “censor-
ship” or “lack of democracy,” as the
imperialist ruling class has been
howling, but instead the very exist-
ence of the popular Sandinista gov-
ernment and the continuation of the
revolution.

Sandinistas won’t disarm the people

The pro-U.S. rightwing in Nica-
ragua has been calling for disarming
the people and an end to the people’s
Defense Committees — the revolu-
tionary, highly democratic institu-
tions that provide for the participation
and power of the masses of people.
Bayardo Arce Castano, a member of
the Sandinista National Directorate,
emphasized at a rally in Nandaime
that the government will never disarm
the people.

Arce stressed that Nicaragua
signed the Aug. 7 accord because it
would produce “a peace which accepts
that in Nicaragua there is and will be
revolution.”

The Nicaraguans have done every-
thing they can to accommodate the
treaty. What the Reaganites want —
and what the Sandinistas can’t and
won’t give — is for the government to
surrender to the old, hated Somocista
forces and return to oppression and
exploitation under U.S. domination.

i
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Haitians blast dictatorship. When the Pentagon’s choice, General Henri Namphy, came to the UN on Sept..
25, he was met by 700 Haitians who denounced his rule as just a continuation of the hated U.S.-backed Duvalier regime.

‘No aid to the contras!’ As Rea
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By Sam Marcy

September 28 — The growing
accumulation of warships in the Per-
sian/Arabian Gulf area beconfes more
and more dangerous with each pass-
ing day.

By now all the leading imperialist
powers which have navies have either
committed themselves to intervene or
have already sent their ships into the
gulf area. All' of the NATO powers
have approved intervention.

NATO was originally meant to be a
North Atlantic, not a Mediterra-
nean, alliance. This massive concen-
tration of firepower clearly violates it
own treaties. But that’s the smallest
part of the story.

The larger one, which should inter-
est every worker in the U.S., is the role
of the U.S. and in particular of the
Congress. At the moment, Congress is
busily engaged in talking about the
War Powers Act and seemingly
making demands on the Reagan

U.S. arms Morocco to fight West Saharans

Special to Workers World

On July 29, with hardly a word
reported in the media, the Reagan
administration approved an arms
package of $68 million to the Kingdom
of Morocco to be used against the
national liberation struggle in the
Western Sahara.

The sale would provide Morocco
with 100 M48-A5 tanks, outfitted with
machine guns, ammunition, radios
and spare parts. These weapons will
be transported outside of Morocco’s
internationally recoghized borders
into the Western Sahara, to be used
against the oppressed Sahrawi people,
who have been fighting for their libe-
ration since 1975.

In the past 12 years not one country

has recognized Morocco’s claims over
the Western Sahara. However, Wash-
ington has been shipping arms to
Morocco for years while posing as
neutral.

Mines, a wall and torture

Most recently, Morocco has built
ahuge wallin the desert to bring more
and more of the Western Sahara and
its coastline under Moroccan control.
Washington is a major financier of
this heavily fortified wall, which is
mined, and guarded by radar. Behind
the wall, in the occupied cities and
towns, the Moroccan military estab-
lishment has effectuated hundreds of
disappearances of Sahrawi civilians
while torturing and detaining scores

of others. An additional eight
Sahrawis disappeared this summer.

Repression continues against pro-
gressives in Morocco as well. Twenty-
six political prisoners arrested for dis-
tributing anti-war statements have
been on intermittent hunger strikes
over the last year and a half. Four
hundred Moroccans have disap-
peared, 30 of whom openly opposed
Morocco’s annexationist policy in the
Western Sahara. Of the over 200
Moroccans jailed a decade ago for
supporting self-determination for the
Sahrawi people, 40 still remain in
jail, including five of Morocco’s lead-
ing intellectuals.

The $68 million in tanks, okayed by
Washington, has not yet been deliv-
ered. The American Committee on

Africahasurged thatletters be sent to
the following congressmembers,
demanding a halt to U.S. aid to
Morocco:

Senator Claiborne Pell, Chair,
Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
Washington, D.C. 20510; Senator
Daniel Inouye, Chair, Senate Sub-
committee on Foreign Operations,
Washington, D.C. 20510; Congress-
man David Obey, Chair, House Sub-
committee on Foreign Relations,
Washington, D.C. 20515; Congress-
man Dante Fascell, Chair, House For-
eign Affairs Committee, Washington,
D.C. 20515.

For more information, contact the
Western Sahara Campaign, 2556
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20008, (202) 387-0412.
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Expert says U.S. attack
on Iran ship illegal

By Joyce Chediac

The Reagan administration and the
media convey the message that the
Sept. 21 Pentagon attack on an Iran-
ian ship was a “defensive act” and
that Iran is “terrorist” and has “vio-
lated international law.” A closer look
at the facts, however, shows that the
shoe is on the other foot.

For instance, the Pentagon claims
that the Iranian vessel, Iran Ajr, was
laying mines when U.S. gunships
fired upon it. Iran says it was not.
Why, then, didn’t the U.S. show the
ship to impartial observers? Is there
something Washington wanted to
hide? Is that why it blew up the ship?

If so, it wouldn’t be the first time. It
is well known now that in 1898 the
U.S. government blew up its own ship,
the Maine, while it was docked in
Havana harbor. This served as a pre-
text for the Spanish-American War,
which left Washington in control of
key Spanish colonies. When Spain
later asked to examine the Maine to
determine the cause of the blast, the
U.S. raised the hull and towed it to
deeper waters, whereit agaln sank the
ship.

But even if Iran was laying mines in
the Gulf, does this make it a “terrorist”
and give Washington the right to
attack its ships and kill its sailors? An
impartial, authoritative source has
answered with a clear no.

Leslie Green, at present a legal
adviser to the Canadian Department

of National Defense, drafted a manual
of war law for the Canadian govern-
ment. He was the legal adviser to the
Canadian delegation at the War Law
Conference in Geneva from 1975-77.
Green explained in an interview with
the Toronto newspaper Globe and
Mail (Sept. 24) that the U.S., which
claims neutrality in the hostilities
between Iran and Iraq, has interfered
with the “legitimate right of a warring
nation to lay mines.”

Green pointed out that during World
War II most warring countries were
laying mines on international trade
routes. He said that traditionally, by
the law of maritime warfare, a bellig-
erent nation is permitted to inhibit
trade with an enemy country.

U.S. is-law breaker

While the Department of Defense
claims its actions were based on “the
inherent right of self-defense,” this
international law expert defines
“self-defense” as the right to take pre-
ventive measures when being
attacked. It does not give a neutral

country the right to interfere with “a

legitimate act of a warring nation.”

Neither did Washington have the
authority to seize the crew of the Iran
Ajr and keep them under armed
guard, Green added. As a neutral
country, the U.S. should have released
them immediately after disarming
them.

So the Reagan administration, not
Iran, is the lawbreaker in the Gulf!

This should come as no surprise.
After all, the question of legality has
never before stopped the Pentagon
from attacking oppressed nations,
from Native people here to Vietnam to
Grenada. In fact, Washington utilized
its huge military presence in the Gulf
region to arrest a Lebanese man,
Fawaz Younis, after tricking him into
entering a vessel supposedly in inter-
national waters. The Lebanese gov-
ernment has denounced this as
“piracy.”

To Washington, might makes right.
And the Pentagon has become even
more emboldened after’ its illegal
attack on the Iran Ajr. Secretary of
Defense Caspar Weinberger lost no
time in flying to the Gulf to have him-
self photographed telling sailors that
the U.S. would attack again. The Navy
announced on Sept. 28 that it was con-
sidering preemptive strikes on Iran-
ian ships ‘“suspected” of carrying
mines.

While the imperialists are making a
big issue over mines in the Gulf, why
aren’t they saying anything about
Iraq, which has also laid mines?
Because the Reagan administrationis
not there to be neutral or help end the
war. Washington and its allies have
sent their warships to get a firmer grip
on Middle Eastern oil and the vast
profits that come to those who control
it.

Imperialist guns, bombs and ships
in the Gulf only spell trouble for the 70
million people who live there.

an, Congress and the War Powers Act

administration to withdraw from the
area.

But ‘a closer examination of the
speeches in Congress shows the very
opposite. The Sam Nunns and Les
Aspins who are supposed to beleading
the Democratic opposition to the
Reagan administration’s adventure
in the gulf are in reality for it.

They are not against the interven-
tion in principle. They only want the
Reagan administration to give them a
little'bit more information — when all
theinformation is clear for everyone to
see what is really going on in the gulf.
The U.S. has placed the biggest naval
armada since the Vietham war —
scores of ships and some 20,000 sailors
— in foreign waters where a war is
going on and has opened fire on an
unarmed vessel.

This is precisely what the War
Powers Act was supposed to stop. The
president is supposed: to inform Con-
gress first, before he sends the armed
forces into a hostile situation. What
the Reagan administration has done
is shoot first, and even then not seek
congressional approval.

Debate in Congress a cover for inaction

But all the debate in Congress is so
much sheer deception. Let us remem-
ber how this piece of legislation, the
War Powers Act, got enacted in the
first place.

It arose out of the mass opposition to
the Vietnam war. In the sixties and
early seventies, the biggest anti-war
struggles in the U.S. in a century took
place, many of them in solidarity with
the Vietnamese national liberation
struggle.

The War Powers Act was passed by
Congress in order to cover over its
criminal collaboration with the Pen-
tagon in having conducted an unde-
clared war, violating the
Constitution’s provision requiring
congressional authority for acts of
war. That is how the legislation came
about. .

Its enactment was a concession to
the anti-war struggles of that day. It
was the mass struggle that brought it
about. But without a mass struggle, it
couldn'’t be sustained.

The War Powers Act not only
remains a dead letter but is utilized to
cover the aggression in the gulf, not to
end it. Congress brings up minor tac-
tical differences with the Reagan
administration, but no condemnation
for the illegal U.S. intervention into
the gulf war.

U.S. criminal acts go unopposed
by liberal politicians

How is it possible for the Reagan
administration to oppose the mining
of harbors by the Iranian government
when it mined the harbors of Nica-
ragua? That was an act of criminal
piracy which was universally con-
demned by the World Court.

Why have none of the capitalist pol-
iticians put two and two together and
made the comparison? Why is the U.S.
invasion of Grenada, another crimi-
nal act of military intervention, not
brought up in connection with the
Iranian struggle?

It is impossible to separate them.
When Weinberger and the admirals
today strut aboard U.S. ships in the
gulf — was it not the same Pentagon
that occupied Grenada, that mined the
harbors of Nicaragua and that is con-
ducting a merciless counter-
revolutionary war in Central Amer-
ica? Is it not the same U.S. govern-
ment that is aiding the
counter-revolutionary forces in
Angola and is supporting the Botha
regime in its war against the South
African and Namibian masses?

How then is it possible for them to
escape all this and suddenly don the
image of peacemaker? How can they
attempt to corral UN support for pre-
datory imperialist interests directed
against all the oppressed peoples of
the Middle East?

Should it not be clear that for many
months the imperialist powers have
slowly but surely developed a coordi-
nated plan to assert their predatory
imperialist interests over the entire
region, at the expense of subjugating
the mass of oppressed peoples? Can
therereally be any other reason for the
gathering of this threatening
armada?

From this it should follow: that a
slogan like “End the Iran-Iraq war,”
which has been raised in some pro-
gressive circles, is at the present time
totally inadequate and even mislead-
ing becauseit fails to address the main
issue — the role of the imperialists,
and especially the U.S., in the conflict.
This slogan has been superseded by
the U.S.-NATO intervention in the
gulf.

Nothing progressive can be gained
for Iran or Iraq in this war

Whatever possible progressive con-
tent might have been claimed by
either of the two belligerent powers in
the Iran-Irag war has been totally
submerged and drained away — if,
indeed, it ever existed at all.

As we pointed out at the very begin-
ning of the conflict, the dispute over
the Shatt-al-Arab waterway did not
justify the opening of a war by the
Iraqi regime against the Iranian gov-
ernment. Such a territorial war could
only be justified if it were crucial for
national independence, for sover-
eignty, that is, to complete the
national democratic revolution.

But such was not the case. Thus, the
suspicion grew that the Iraqi regime
was motivated by clandestine imperi-
alist interests.

On Iran’s part, however, what
seemed originally like a limited,
defensive war to retrieve a specific ter-
ritorial objective was transformed
into a full-scale war over unlimited
objectives, including the overthrow
of the Iraqi regime. This was altog-

ether unjustified and reactionary.

It opened the door for Iran’s clan-
destine involvement with the U.S. and
widened the opportunities for imperi-
alism to reassert itself in the entire
region.

The war has thus become a bour--
geois, expansionist war on both sides.
Only the masses in both countries can
really put a progressive, revolutionary
end to it.

Thirty-five years ago, when Iraq
had barely emerged from imperialist
domination, the Eisenhower adminis-
tration began provocative military
maneuvers to regain control there.
Both the USSR, through its Foreign
Minister, Andrei Gromyko, and the
People’s Republic of China throughits
Foreign Minister, Zhou Enlai (Chou
En-lai), publicly warned the U.S. in no
uncertain terms against any military
moves against Iraq.

Now U.S. imperialism is trying to
corral UN support as a cover for its
intervention in the gulf. It’s not that
the world balance of power has
changed in favor of imperialism. Not
at all. It’s merely the new aggressive-
ness, the unparalleled belligerency of
the Reagan-Pentagon administration
which is the new element in the inter-
national situation.

This military adventure is indisso-
lubly connected with all of imperial-
ism’s other wars, just as in 1967 the
U.S.-Israeli war in the Middle East
was carried out within the worldwide
framework of the Pentagon’s massive
attempt to subjugate the Vietnamese
people. The anti-war movement here
at the time, however, failed to acknow-
ledge this connection. All this makes it
more imperative than ever that the
inexhaustible energy of the mass
anti-war struggle be reawakened and
made to see the link between the cur-
rent, very dangerous adventure of
U.S. imperialism in the gulf and the
struggles in Central America, South
Africa, the Philippines and Haiti.
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Unmasking
poverty

Walk down the main street of any major
city and the deplorable conditions of poverty
and homelessness hit you in the gut. That
doesn’t stop the capitalist press from repeating
the govemment’s rosy pronouncements that
the recovery is strong and Joblessness on the
decline.

Sometimes, however, when the press doesn’t
have to worry about their readers being work-
ers who might get the wrong idea, for instance
in the financial pages, one can find useful data
that puts the lie to all the propaganda pumped
out for public consumption.

For instance, in the Sept. 27 New York Times
business section, a front-page article entitled
“America’s Army of Non-Workers” provides
some stark confirmation of the true extent of
the unemployment crisis in this country.

“Across the nation,” the article states, “a
new hard core of non-working Americans has
come into existence. They total between 10
million and 20 million people, even after
excluding all the millions — housewives, stu-
dents, the ill and disabled, the retired — who
remain out of jobs for traditionally accept-
able reasons.” (Our emphasis.)

The Times doesn’t say how much larger the
numbers would swell to if the millions of
housewives, students, the ill and disabled and
the retired who can’t find work were included
in the jobless numbers.

Some 6 million people want to work, but
aren’t looking, the article continues. Their rea-
sons for not looking might be that they can’t
afford the subway fare to get downtown to find
a job. Ms. Donna Van Name of Boston,
quoted in the article, needs a job-badly, but
the $6-7 an hour she could make as a clerk or
typist would almost all go to paying for day-
care for her two-year-old.

Some 17.9 million people, about 15% of the
workforce, were forced to quit their jobs last
year because of low pay. The decline of manu-
facturing and the rise of the service economy
as a result of high-tech has impoverished huge
sections of the working-class who can only
find jobs flipping hamburgers at McDonalds,
washing bedpans or ringing up grocery bills.
Those jobs pay little more than minimum
wage, which is below the minimum needed to
live.

Special to Workers World

As a result, a staggering 40% of the 118
million-strong workforce earn less than
$11,000 a year, according to the Times!

Reading the Times article, one is left feeling
like Alice in Wonderland after a chat with the
March Hare. Unemployment is on the decline,
the lowest rate in 13 years. That’s the headline
news. But then there’s reality — tens of mil-

lions out of work and the growing pauperiza-

tion of ever-larger layers of the population.

Workers World has long maintained most of
whatis contained in this Times article. But the
fact that these statistics are confirmed by a
source like the Times — that is, from the other
side of the class barricade — shows that a sec-
tion of the capitalist establishment fears that
the ruling class had better not believe their
own phony propaganda.

Famous
last words

A tax by any other name is still a tax. And
that’s exactly what the Reagan administra-
tion has done this week — raised taxes by sign-
ing into law Congress’s new budget deficit
measures.

The bill calls for $23 billion in spending cuts

or revenue increases by Nov. 20 as a way to
deal with the mammoth budget deficit. If the
goal isn’t met, the Gramm-Rudman bill would
require a $23 billion across-the-board budget
cut, which includes the military.

Washington has decided to raise a good
chunk of the money through users’ fees —
another name for taxes — on federal lands and
waterways and in other areas, and possibly by
taxing items like cigarettes and alcohol. Both
measures would hit working people the hard-
est while barely affecting the rich.

Reagan, who promised that he would never
raise taxes, signed the bill. But at the same
time, he loudly protested that he didn’t want to
do it, that he was between a rock and a hard
place. Is this really true?

While Washington and the media just can’t
seem to find the reasons for the budget deficit,
the true causes are not mysterious at all. First
there is the exorbitant military spending —
$1.6 trillion alone in the last six years. Second
is the outlandish and unprecedented tax give-
aways to the rich which characterize the
Reagan years.

But neither the White House nor Congress
appear willing to lessen the deficit through
substantial cuts to the Pentagon or by taxing
the rich. Instead, they have turned to the
time-honored capitalist way — pass the burden
onto the workers and the poor.

’__'___________
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Nellie Cuellar, 1899-1987

‘A one-woman army in the people’s struggle’

Detroit

Nellie Cuellar, a truly remarkable
leader in the working class struggle,
died Sept. 27 at the age of 88.

Nellie was a 70-year veteran in the
fight for the rights of all poor and
working people. In the 1930s, she
participated in hunger marches in
Chicago and in the picket lines that
led to the formation of the CIO. She
was in the civil rights demonstra-
tions of the 1960s, and travelled
South for the Freedom Rides with
her friend Viola Liuzzo, who was
murdered.

She was a speaker at the giant
May 3, 1981, march on the Pentagon
against Reaganism and was a
founding board member of the All-
Peoples Congress in Detroit in
October of that year. In 1987, she
gave an inspirational address at the
founding conference of the Job Is a
Right Campaign in Flint.

Nellie was a respected leader
among seniors in the state of Mich-
igan and nationally. She was Mich-

igan ‘Chair of the National -

Association for the Advancement of
Black Aged, and received many
awards for her outstanding service
to the community. For her, the
struggle never waned. Every day
she was in the office or on the phone
at home — fighting to help a fellow
senior who was having problems
with a utility company; organizing
a petition drive against Gramm-
Rudman; getting food baskets for
the hungry.

Nellie was an activist to the end.
She joined Workers World Party
when she was over 80. She was a
student of politics who read avidly
on every issue —local, national and
international. Even as her eyesight
waned, her mind was always sharp.

Nellie fought for the rights of all
the oppressed. At the age of 83, she

travelled to Palestine to express her
solidarity with the PLO. She spoke
out and marched for lesbian and
gay rights and in the fight to expose
the racist murder of Vincent Chin.
Whatever the issue, Nellie was
there.

Nellie’s example epitomizes per-
sonal dedication to justice. Her
energy was unparalleled. Members
of the organizations that Nellie
worked with were familiar with her
calls at any hour of the day or night
as she raised scores of ideas for new
activities or events. One of her main
concerns for many years was to
raise funds so that the struggle
against oppression and for a just
system could carry on. She inspired
thousands with her determination
and spirit.

Nellie survived many tragic
family losses in recent years and is
survived only by a son, two grand-
sons, and two great-grandchildren.

But thelegacy of this dedicated and
caring comrade is strong. She will
be missed by all who were fortunate
enough to know and work with her,
but her memory will always inspire

ustokeep on fighting . . . and that’s
the way Nellie would have wanted
it.
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Meetings in Zimbabwe, Johannesburg
bolster anti-apartheid struggle

By Monica Moorehead

September 28 — Two significant
conferences took place over the week-
end that boosted the struggle against
the repressive South African apart-
heid regime.

About 500 people participated in a
four-day meeting in Harare, Zim-
babwe, called the “International Con-
ference on Children, Repression and
the Law in Apartheid South Africa.”
The racist apartheid regime was con-
demned by the participants for its
barbaric treatment of thousands of
children and youth who have been
especially victimized by the fascist
state of emergency in effect for thelast
year and a half. Some of these young
victims gave terrifying testimony at
the conference as to the methods used
by the apartheid authorities to torture
and abuse them for the “crime” of
fighting back against apartheid rule.

The main organizers of this confer-
ence were the banned African
National Congress (ANC), the mass
movement in the forefront of the South
African struggle, as well as other
anti-apartheid activists from South
Africa and representatives from 30
countriesincluding the U.S. and Great
Britain. Progressive South African
doctors and lawyers attended the con-
ference to substantiate the testimony
given by the determined youth.

The Detainees’ Parents Support
Group, which monitors repression in
South Africa, believes between 25,000
and 30,000 people have been detalned
during the state of emergency,
roughly one-third of them under the
age of 18.

The second conference was orga-
nized by a group of progressive whites
who oppose the apartheid regime.
Called “Towards Democracy: Whites
in a Changing South Africa,” it was
attended by 800 delegates from
around the country and was held at
the University of Witwatersrand in
Johannesburg. The conference was
the first of its kind with discussions
taking place on the various ways that
whites could play a helpful role in the

movement for a truly democratic,
non-racial South Africa. The 51gn1fi-
cant role played by both the African
National Congress and the United
Democratic Front in the South Afri-
can struggle was highlighted at this
conference, although there was no
unified view by the delegates on the
need for the armed struggle led by the
ANC.

The ANC, nevertheless, views this
conference as “a positive first step” in
the process of winning over white ele-
ments to the idea of abandoning the
dying apartheid system and joining
the revolutionary struggle. This
development can only serve to streng-
then the overall national liberation
movement for a free South Africa.
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Protest murder of labor leader. Over 100 people demonstrated Sept. 23 outside the Philippine consulate
in New York City condemning the murder of Leandro Alejandro, leader of Bayan, the largest legal left organiza-
tion in the Philippines. The demonstrators condemned the role of the CIA in organizing death squads in the Phi-
lippines and demanded an end to U.S. military aid to the regime and the withdrawal of U.S. bases. The
demonstration was organized by the Alliance for Philippine Concerns. Solidarity messages were given by several
trade unionists as well as representatives of Young Koreans United, the Peoples Anti-War Mobilization and
United Labor Action. A delegation went inside and presented a list of demands to the Philippine Foreign Secre-
tary, who was in the consulate at the time.
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U.S., French military subvert people’s movement in South Pacific

By John Catalinotto

Washington and Paris showed in
September that they are both prepared
to use the most ruthless measures to
maintain imperialist control over the
South Sea islands they dominate.

In Fiji, the military on Sept. 25
again took control of the government.
Like the coup last May 14, this was led
by Col. Sitiveni Rabuka. The latest
coup disrupted talks being held to set
up a coalition government that was to
include the prime minister deposed
earlier, Timoci Bavadra.

The U.S. was implicated in the May
coup when members of the deposed
government stated that the takeover
had been planned with the collabora-
tion of William Paupe, a high-level
official at the U.S. Embassy in Fiji.
They called Paupe “a barefoot Ollie
North.” There were even charges by
the deputy speaker of the deposed
Fijian parliament that a dozen U.S.
marines carried out the original sei-
zure of parliament before being
replaced by Fijians.

There was no denying U.S. interest
in the coup. The newly elected gov-
ernment which the May coup deposed
had supported joining New Zealand
and Vanuatu in pressing for a
nuclear-free South Pacific. This policy
brought down the wrath of the Penta-

gon. It also brought the U.S’s UN
Ambassador Gen. Vernon Walters to
Fiji from April 29 to May 1 to try to
convince the new government to
abandon its anti-nuclear position.

Melanesian Fijians make up about
half of the 714,000 people who popu-
late Fiji’s 300 islands. The rest of the
population are descendants of inden-
tured farm laborers, mostly cane cut-
ters, brought from India by Britain,
the old colonial power.

The military regime claims to
defend the rights of the Melanesians,
but none of the progressive Melane-
sian governments or organizations in
the area support the coup. And the
opposition party the military deposed
consists of both ethnic Indians and
Melanesians. .

French rigged election
While the U.S. has chosen the mili-

.tary coup as the instrument of its

policy in Fiji, French imperialism
has combined a number of tactics to
keep colonial possession of the island
they call New Caledonia. The original
Melanesian people of the island call it
Kanaky. On Sept. 13, a referendum
election supposedly to determine
whether the island become independ-
ent or remain French decided by 98.3%
to stay French

population voted. Because they felt

the election was rigged, the liberation

organization FLNKS asked the
Kanak people, who make up 43% of the
114,000 inhabitants, to boycott the
election. Some 83% of the Kanaks reg-
istered to vote either backed the boy-
cott or voted for independence.

The Kanak leaders had asked that
voting be restricted to those with at
least one parent born on the island.
While this may seem undemocratic,
the reality of the Kanaky situation is
that French imperialism encouraged
much recent immigration expressly to
make the original people a minority,
much as the Hawaiian people have
been made a minority on their islands.

About 38% of the population are of
European-French origin, with many
coming from former French colonies
like Vietnam or Algeria. These
“colons” include many fascist ele-
ments and most of the big landholders
and exploiters of the rich nickel'mines.

Another 19% of the population are

Polynesians and Vietnamese who -

Paris encouraged to go to New Cale-
donia, believing they would be less
likely to have sympathy for a Kanak-
led independence movement.

When, at the end of 1984, the Kanak

movement showed its strength, the

then Socialist Party government in

...................

maneuvered to deny them a victory.
Additional French troops were sent
with the excuse of preventing violence
between the fascist colons and the
Kanaks. Instead, in January 1985
French sharpshooters assassinated
Eloi Machoro, the leader of the mili-
tary wing of the Kanak movement.

French police beat
Kanak demonstrators

Currently there are over 7,000
French troops and police on the
island. At .a demonstration of 500
FLNKS supporters in the capital,
Noumea, the month before the elec-
tion, these police attacked using
nightsticks and tear gas.

The current rightist French gov-
ernment, which is led by Prime Minis-
ter Jacques Chirac but still has
Mitterrand as president, announced
after the referendum that France
would begin using its Noumea naval
port for its nuclear submarines and
would enlarge the airport to receive
nuclear-laden Jaguar bombers.

France has been under increasing
attack by the people of the South Seas
for its use of Moruroa Atoll near Tahiti
for nuclear testing. The U.S. has run
up against resistance to its nuclear
fleet from the same population. The
rulers of both countries have resorted
to maneuvers, bribery and force to

..................................
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Anti-pesticide grape boycott unites consumers, UFW

By Petra Guerra

Many people are eating more fruits
and vegetables in order to have a heal-
thier diet. But the fruits and vegeta-
bles are loaded with dangerous
pesticides that growers use to make
them look more attractive to the con-
sumer. These pesticides are also
increasing the suffering of the farm
workers.

The United Farm Workers Union
(UFW) is fighting for 'safer practices

by once again calling a strong grape -

boycott. The tactics are different than
in the past. There are no picket lines
out in the fields or in front of the store
selhng non-union grapes, but the boy-
cott is just as strong.

"The UFW is utilizing high tech as
much as possible. A video titled “The
Wrath of Grapes” is being used as the
main tool of information throughout
the U.S. and Canada. It is a 14-minute
documentary of the horrors that farm
workers go through while working to
earn their existencde. According to
Cesar Chavez, president of the Union,

“ ‘The Wrath of Grapes’ symbolizes
the threat posed to vineyard workers
and consumers by the reckless use of
deadly poisons in agriculture.”

Included in the video is the story of
Juan Chabolla, a 32-year-old man who
died in 1985 while working in a rural
San Diego tomato field that had been
sprayed an hour before with the
highly toxic pesticide Monitor. No
warning signs had been posted about
the field having been sprayed. -

Just two months before Chabolla’s
death, California Governor John
Deukmejian had vetoed a bill requir-
ing growers to post warning signs
where the pesticide had been sprayed.
The governor’s reasoning was that the
signs would cost agribusiness (a $14
billion a year industry) too much
money.

Chabolla did not have to die.

Other stories includé: a child born
without arms because his mother
worked during her early pregnancy in
a vineyard sprayed with captan; a
four-year-old born with part of her
spine missing; a ten-year-old who died

of cancer. Thirteen children have been
diagnosed with cancer in McFarland,
a small farming community near
Delano, and six have died.

The UFW is informing communities
wherever the video is shown about the
dangerous pesticides and the need to
control their use in the agricultural
fields and in the factories. The results
of the video have been very good.
Between the months of February and
May, over 4,000 copies were requested
and distributed throughout the U.S.
and Canada. The film has been pro-
duced in Spanish, English and
French.

There are three major goals of the
boycott: 1) free and fair elections and
good-faith bargaining by growers; 2) a
ban on five of the most dangerous pes-
ticides now being used: parathion,
phosdrin, captan, dinoseb and methyl
bromide; 3) joint UFW-grower testing
for the poisonous residues on grapes
sold in stores, with the results of the
tests made public.

The boycott is taking its toll on the
growers. The price of grapes has dras-

Reagan: acid rain ‘no problem’

By G. Dunkel

Are you ready for this? Acid rain is
no threat, at least yet. It does no
damage to either health or the envi-
ronment, except in remote areas of the
Northeast.

These are the interim conclusions,
issued Sept. 18, of a study group set up
by-the Reagan administration to ful-
fill a promise it made to spend $2.5 bil-
lion on “solving” the problem. The
group’s findings neatly fit what the
Reagan administration has been
saying for years — that it would cost
utility companies and the coal mining
industry “too much” to solve the
“minor” problem of acid rain. (Acid
raid is rain that contains weak sul-
furic acid, primarily created by burn-
ing “dirty” coal.)

The study group was headed by Dr.
J.Laurence Kulp, a scientist who used
to work for Weyerhaeuser Company, a
major: forest-products company
whose main holdings are in the
Northwest and Southeast, where acid
rain rarely falls.

This blatant misrepresentation of
the facts was immediately challenged
by a broad group of activists, scien-
tists, members of Congress and the
Canadian environment minister, Tom
McMillan. McMillan said the report

— Bus strike

Continued from page 4

And these drivers make their living
from desegregation.”

In yet another illegal interference
into private collective bargaining, the
superintendent yesterday demanded
that the union go back to work and
submit to binding arbitration.

The drivers are legally striking three
private, multi-million-dollar bus com-
panies for better wages, benefits and
working conditions. There are strong
picketlines, no scabs and support is
pouring in daily.

In a major victory for the union, the

mechanics yesterday won their first .

contract. They recently joined the
local and have been on strike with the
drivers.

The strikers, who have answered
every gimmick, stall tactic and distor-
tion, today optimistically chanted,
“2,4,6,8, the bus companies must nego-

P,

tiate! No contract, no work!

“was bad science and bad policy” -

because it “downplays the urgency of
the problem.”

The report failed to evaluate the
problems caused for Canada by acid
rain created in the U.S. Acid rain and
the destruction of the environment are
regarded as major problems by most
Canadians, whose government has
pledged to spend what it takes to
reduce acid rain produced in Canada
by 50% in the next ten years. And they
are certainly major problems in the
U.S.-Canada relations, right behind
the issue of “free” trade.

According to the Sept. 23 New York
Times and the Sept. 25 Toronto Globe
and Mail, opposition te the report’s
faulty science and its misrepresenta-
tion of research has been muted by sci-
entists’ fear of losing their grants. But
Dr. Michael Oppenheimer, an atmos-
pheric physicist, said the conclusion
that acid rain contributed little to
forest damage was a “‘startling mis-
representation.”

Archibald Jones, professor of
renewable resources at McGill Univer-

sity in Montreal, says that more than
half the sugar maple trees in eastern
Quebec have suffered foliage damage
and Quebec’s maple syrup producers
estimate their loss at $100 million
(Can). Once a sugar maple loses 25% of
its leaves, it dies.

A spokesman for another environ-

“mental group attacked the assump-

tions the study group used to predict
lower levels of acid rain as “implaus-
ible,” and added, “This report is
designed to make people believe the
Reagan administration line that acid
rain is not a serious problem.”

All the evidence really points to the
conclusion that acid rain is currently a
serious problem, with reversible con-
sequences. But if Reagan allows the
big utility companies and the coal
mining barons to continue to ignore it
for their greater profits, the damage it
is doing could become irreversible.

The Reagan administration and
U.S. big business are now showing
Canada the arrogant, imperialist side
that in the past they have reserved for
dealings with oppressed nations.

~| Asianand Native peoples, women and

— Chicago

Continued from page 4

tember 9 the Chicago city council
unanimously passed a resolution in
support of a national moratorium on
layoffs and plant closings. The mea-
sure, introduced by Alderperson Jesus
Garcia, declares that “plant closings
and layoffs will create a disaster in the
Chicago area and in many other
cities.” It calls for the reopening and
renovation of shutdown plants, and
‘provides that copies of the resolution
will be sent to all Illinois senators and
representatives as well as “to other
cities to urge them to join the cam-
paign.”’

The Illinois campaign is mobilizing
for arally and march to begin at noon,
Oct. 24, at the State of Illinois Build-
ing in downtown Chicago.

CALENDAR

BALTIMORE

Sat., Oct. 3: "Eyewitness Cuba” slide show. Also,
update on developments in Nicaragua. 7:00 p.m. At
426 E. 31 St., call (301) 889-9318.

DETROIT

Sat., Oct. 3: The struggle against lesbian and
gay oppression and the Oct. 11 National March on
Washington.Workers World Forum. 6:00 p.m. At
1945 Grand River, call (313) 962-4979.

Sun., Oct. 4: March against U.S. intervention in
Latin America and in support of the South African
struggle. Join Workers World contingent. Call (313)
962-4979.

NEW YORK CITY

Fri., Oct 9: International Day of Solidarity with
South African Political Prisoners. Program spon-
sored by the African National Congress. 6:30 p.m.

At Martin Luther King Center, 310 W. 43rd St., call

(212) 490-3487.

SAN FRANCISCO

Sun. Oct. 4: Lenin’s “State and Revolution.”
Workers World Forum. 7:00 p.m. At 2489 Mission,
#30, call (415) 826-4828.

WASHINGTON

Fri., Oct. 2: The Oct. 11 National March on
Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights. Workers
World Forum. 7:30 p.m. At Wilson Center, 1470
Irving St., NW, call (202) 667-3957.

tically dropped, from as much as $25a
case to $7. Several major farms have
told the workers that the harvest is
over.

In an interview with the New York
UFW representative, Arturo Rodri-
guez, he told this reporter, “The grape
harvest usually goesinto the month of
November, but the growers preferred
to leave the crop in the fields rather
than pay the workers what they were
demanding. State-passed laws such as
the bathroom and drinking water
laws are useless unless there’s a con-
tract and it clearly stipulates what the
workers want. That’s why we called
the boycott — to show the growers that
if there is no contract, there are no
workers.”

In the words of Cesar Chavez, “Gov-
ernor Deukmejian and his agribusi-
ness allies cannot withstand the
judgment of outraged consumers
who refuse to buy their tainted grapes.
We're taking our ‘Wrath of Grapes’
appeal to the greatest court in the
land, the court of last resort . . . the
American people.”

Join us in
the struggle

Workers World Party (WWP) fights on
all issues that face the working class
and oppressed peoples in this capital-
ist society. All work together in this
organization — Black and white, Latin,

men, young and old, lesbian and gay,
disabléd, working, unemployed and
students.

if you would like to know more about
WWP, or if you would like to join us in
these struggles, contact the branch
nearest you:

Atlanta: P.O. Box 424, Atlanta, Ga,
30301 (404) 662-6417. '

Baltimore: 424 E. 31 St., Baltimore, Md.
21218 (301) 889-9318 -

Boston: 186 Lincoln St, Room 602,
Boston, Mass. 02111 (617) 426-5626

Buffalo: 349 Niagara St., Buffalo, N.Y.
14201 (716) 855-3055

Chicago: P.O. Box 6510, Chicago, IIl.
60680 (312) 489-3829

Cleveland: 2012 West 25 St., Room 613,
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 (216) 861-6154

Detroit: 1947 Grand River, Room 201,
Detroit, Mich. 48226 (313) 962-4979

Hartford: P.O. Box 14411, Hartford,
Conn. 06114

Houston: P.O. Box 52115, Houston,
Texas 77052 (713) 524-4462

Jackson: P.O. Box 8783, Jackson,
Miss. 39204

Milwaukee: P.O.Box 16223, Milwaukee,
Wis. 53216

New York City: 46 W.21 St,, New York,
N.Y. 10010 (212) 255-0352

Philadelphia: P. O. Box 17116, Phila-
delphia, Pa. 19105 (215) 626-8704

Rochester: 816 Joseph Ave., Rochester,
N.Y. 14621 (716) 544-5409

San Antonio: P.O. Box 10510, San
Antonio, Texas 78210

San Francisco: 3181 Mission, No. 28,
San Francisco, Calif. 94110 (415)
826-4828

Seattle: 1017C E. Pike, Seattle, Wash.
98122 (206) 322-6478

Washington, D.C.: P. O. Box 43841,
Washington, D.C. 20010 (202) 667-3957
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By Joanne Gavin
Galveston, Texas

Clarence Brandley’s evidentiary
hearing for a new trial opened here
Sept. 28 with extraordinary testimony
exonerating Brandley.

Brandley, whois Black, has been on
death row for over seven years, rail-
roaded to take the blame for the
murder of a visiting white female stu-
dent at Conroe High School in 1980.

The hearing, and its removal from
Conroe in Montgomery County, are
the latest hard-won victories for the
broad-based mass movement that, a
year ago, stepped in to help the Brand-
ley family’s long battle to free this
innocent man.

The highlight of the first day was
the testimony of John Sessum, one of
the four-man white maintenance crew
that Brandley had supervised at the
school. Sessum testified that he had
witnessed another janitor, Gary
Acreman, follow and grab the victim,
who screamed for help. Later, a second
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Clarence Brandiey’s supporiers pack courtroom in Conroe, Texas, during iiearing which won a change of venue to

Galveston.

man followed the victim and attacker
into the girls’ restroom, according to
Sessum. o

Only some minutes later, after there
were no more screams, did Brandley
appear on the scene. He was diverted

=

from the restroom by the other men
present.

Sessum said he had lied all this time
because he was threatened and afraid,
but that he must now tell the truth
because he can’t sleep for the night-

A .
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mares he has of the murder and his
failure to stop it.

. On Tuesday, the first witness called
was Gary Acreman, but he was not
present. The hearing is expected to
last at least the rest of the week.

— Forum builds Oct. 11

Continued from page 5 .
woman while Black children make up
80% of all the pediatric cases.

An, activist program was laid out by
Terry Beswick, whose group, The
AIDS Action Pledge, “plans to build a
movement around the country
demanding AIDS education, centrally
coordinated research, a fully-funded
national health care program and
public accountability.”

Beswick’s organization is a coali-
tion that organizes civil disobedience
to fight AIDS and opposes quarant-
ine, mandatory testing, and all dis-
criminatory measures.

A moonshot effort — whatever it takes

Preston Wood, a National Commit-
tee member of Workers World Party,
received repeated applause as he
launched into the government, “dom-
inated by the rich and powerful and
the military,” Wood said, “the crimi-
nal handling of the AIDS crisis should
prompt a full investigation by the
people.”

In reference to the recent $1.5 billion
bail-out of a bank in Texas that was
carried out in 24 hours, he said, “Why
not $1.5 billion for AIDS research?
The system’s inability to deal with one
of the worst medical crises in history is
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not just policy, but is built into the
system of racism, sexism, and anti-
gay bigotry.” He called for a “moon-
shot effort, whatever it takes,” to fight
the AIDS epidemic.

Keith Pavlik of Workers World
Party pointed out that the money to
fight AIDS is there, but tied up in the
$460 billion Pentagon budget. Paviik
showed with simple arithmetic that
this breaks down to about $20 miilion
for each person with AIDS in the U.S.
this year.

He said we need to organize a politi-
cal movement to force the capitalist
system to find a solution for AIDS —
and to “build a socialist society based
on need, not greed.”

Zoe Kastl outhned Workers World
Party’s theoretical contributions and
long history of direct involvement in
the struggle for lesbian and gay libe-
ration. ‘ ‘

The New York forum featured
Carmen Roundtree, organizer for the
People of Color Caucus of the March
on Washington and a member of the
National Committee of Workers
World; Sharon Ayling, representative
of the People’s Anti-War Mobilization
on the National and New York City
Steering Committees for the march;
and Keith Pavlik.
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NFL strike. The strike by the
NFL Players Association, AFL-CIO,
continues, even as the owners and
media prepare to try to break it by
running a scab operation. A number of
NFL owners have announced plans to
hold football games in the next week,
and the television networks are eager
to broadcast the scab games. Scabs
training for their big moment in the
spotlight, however, face a gauntlet of
angry strikers every day when they
cross the picketlines to take their
jobs, and most of the few players who
have broken the strike are highly-paid
superstars, like the Jets’ Mark Gasti-
neau, who don’t have to worry about
the vital strike issues of job security
and union rights. The AFL-CIO is
mobilizing support for the NFL strike,
with rallies and mass picketlines
planned in Kansas City, Dallas, Hous-
ton, New Orleans, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Detroit and other cities.
While unabashedly anti-union report-
ers try to whip up football fans against
the strike, reality for most football
players is short, injury-filled careers
and no job security. That’s why the
issues, which include pensions, medi-
cal insuranee and union security, are
real and why the strikers deserve the
support of the labor movement.

Teacher strikes. Teachers are
still walking the lines in several school
districts around the country, with the
biggest strike — 29,000 teachers in
Chicago — still raging. In Elizabeth,
N.J., courageous school workers have
refused to knuckle under, even in the
face of swiftly mounting fines. In the
latest attempt to intimidate the Eli-
zabeth strikers, the school district
obtained a back-to-work court order
that threatens them. with jail if they
don’t call off the strike by Monday,
Oct. 5. School workers as a whole are
becoming more militant and willing to
strike if necessary, according to a
report just released by Government
Union Critique, a newsletter for public
employee unions. In the 1986-87 school
year, says the report, the number of
school strikes in the U.S. rose from 71
to 817.

Union ranks rise. Not just
teachers, but unions in general,
appear to be in a resurgence. While
many activisis havefelt this lately, the
numbers are now out and they confirm
it. According to a report recently
released by the Industrial Cooperation
Council, while overall union member-
ship continued to slightly decline in
1986 — by one-quarter of one percent —
there are some much more promising
figures. The number of union members
increased in five of the biggest indus-
trial states — Illinois, Michigan, New
Jersey, New York and Ohio — in spite
of the devastation of plant closings
and layoffs. In the 11 biggest states,
the number of new unions certified by
workers to represent them almost dou-
bled between 1984 and 1986, when
there were 423 new unions elected. And
there’s a correlation between number
of women members and union mem-
bership as a whole: not surprisingly,
four of the five states experiencing
union growth also have the highest
percentages of women union mem-
bers. In fact, the percentage of women
who belong to unions far exceeds that
of male workers in these states; Michi-
gan and New York lead the way with
31.1% and 28.7% of all women workers
in those states belonging to unions.

Coshocton update. Three
weeks after cops and goons attacked
their Labor Day solidarity rally, strik-
ers at the Stone Container Corp. in
Coshocton, Ohio, are holding strong
as they continue their struggle. Two
days after the anti-union assault,
hundreds of area union members,
including Steel Workers, Rubber
Workers, Electrical Workers, Food and
Commercial Workers, and Mine Work-
ers, took to the streets again along
with the striking members of Operat-
ing Engineers Locals 544 and 589 to
demonstrate continued solidarity even
in the face of the earlier police violence
— and this time, the cops maintained
hands off. And again on Sept. 13, yet
another solidarity march took placein
Coshocton.

Shelley Ettinger



Por el derecho a la vivienda:

Inquilinos de J.C. unidos y en pie de lucha

By Petra Guerra

El 24 de octubre se llevara a cabo la
Convencién de Inquilinos, Pequefios
Propietarios y Desamparados patro-
cinado por varias organizaciones de
arrendatarios, personas sin hogar y
otras del condado de Hudson. Entre
ellas participan el Comité de Inquili-
nos de Jersey City, la Asociaciéon de
Inquilinos de Union City y la Cam-
pafia por Justicia en la Vivienda de
Hoboken.

John Jones, presidente de la Coali-
cién por Mil Millones de Délares que
ha hecho la convocatoria para esta
convencion, declaré a El Mundo
Obrero, “es un desarrollo positivo. Los
duefios de los edificios tienen sus co-
mités y tienen dinero, nuestro dinero.
Imaginense lo que puede suceder silos
inquilinos, pequefios propietarios y
desamparados de Jersey City se unen
a los de Union City, Hoboken y North
Bergen, seria una voz bastante fuerte,
mas fuerte que la de los caseros.”

Los inquilinos que se enfrentan a
todo tipo de problemas tales como el
hostigamiento, la discriminaciéon y la
amenaza al desalojo, tienen mucha
razon al unirse a esta convencién, no
tieneh nada que perder y mucho que
ganar. La convencién se llevara a
efecto en la escuela P.S. 11 Martin
Luther King Jr. ubicada en la avenida

-“_

Bergen y Academy en Jersey City, a
pocas cuadras de Journal Square.

Uno de los principales temas que se
discutira es: como luchar para lograr
el derecho de que cada individuo tenga
una vivienda adecuada y digna.

Protesta convocada por la Coalicion para Exigir $1.000 millones por Viv

Se ha propagandizado en forma
masiva, pero el trabajo no ha termi-
nado. Estd planeado ir en carros y
usar megafonos anunciando la con-
vencion y alentando al pueblo a acu-
dir. Se necesitan desde ya voluntarios

T N
iendas.

para informar y repartir volantes en
sus iglesias y comunidades. Si usted
tiene tiempo y desea participar en esta
convencién, puede llamar la oficina de
la Coalicién por Mil Millones al nu-
mero 201-433-2332.

Reagan aprueba acuerdo nuclear,
pero continua politica de agresion
con ‘guerra de las galaxias’

Por John Catalinotto

Acorralado por el sentimiento popular
contra la guerra y por el deseo de re-
cuperar alguna credibilidad de su ad-
ministracién, plagada de escandalos
como el de Iran-Contra, y por su fla-
grante politica de agresividad en todo
el mundo, los Reaganistas acordaron
conla Unién Soviética, el pasado 18 de
septiembre, la mutua eliminaciéon de
los proyectiles nucleares de medio y
corto alcance instalados en Europa.
La Administracion Reagan se ha
visto forzada a retractar suretérica de
insultos contra la URSS, para asi
poder negociar un acuerdo y dar la
apariencia de que Washington esta
interesado en detener la carrera ar-
mamentista. Esto pas6 el mismo dia
en que el Pentdgono, en una desa-
fiante contradiccién, manifest6 su
deseo de seguir a toda maquina con el
desarrollo de la “Guerra de las Gala-
xias.”

El total de los proyectiles nucleares
que se eliminarian bajo este acuerdo,
representarian el 4% de la capacidad
nuclear de ambos paises: El lider so-
viético Mikhail Gorvachev se reunira en
Estados Unidos con Reagan, a finales
de este afio para ratificar el tratado.

Aspectos del tratado

La URSS acept6 el desmantelamiento
de sus proyectiles de medio alcance,
SS-20 de los cuales ya posee 243 des-
plegados en Europa y 171 en el lado
asidtico. También eliminaran sus res-
tantes proyectiles SS-4 y los de alcance
corto, SS-12/22 y SS§-23. -

Por su parte, la Administracién Rea-
gan acordé eliminar todos sus 224

proyectiles cruceros y 108 proyectiles
Pershing I1, de Europa. Lainstalacién
de estos proyectiles se inici6 en la Ad-
ministracién Carter y tomé desa-
fiante impulso a principios de los 80
con el movimiento Reaganista. El go-
bierno de Alemania Occidental tam-
bién aprobé, aunque informalmente,
desmantelar los proyectiles de corto
alcance que estén bajo su control.

Millones protestan contra misiles

Fué precisamente el despliegue delos
proyectiles cruceros y delos Pershing II,
lo que despert6 una oposicién masiva
en Europa Occidental y en los Estados
Unidos. Estos proyectiles nucleares
permiten a los paises de la OTAN, el
destruir ciudades soviéticas desde Eu-
ropa.

Desde 1981 hasta 1983, millones de eu-
ropeos hanllevado a cabo protestas en
un intento por detener estas instala-
ciones. Esta misma demanda fue
hecha en junio de 1982, durante una
manifestacion de mas de medio mi-
116n de personas en Nueva York.

En estos ultimos siete afios el movi-
miento europeo en contra dela guerra,
lo mismo que en Estados Unidos, seha
dado cuenta que Washington es el pro-
motor de la agresiva escalada nuclear
y que la Unién- Soviética es la que
realmente quiere las reducciones de
armas nucleares.

En su primera administracién, Rea-
gan, abiertamente lanzé una fla-
grante y hostil campafia contra la
URSS, denunciandolo como un “im-
perio maligno”, que deberia ser des-
truido, y para asi poder engrosar en su
presupuesto militar mas de un trillén
de dolares. A pesar de gastar el dinero

del contribuyente, el Pentagono no
pudo alcanzar una superioridad mili-
tar estratégica sobre la URSS, morti-
ficando asi a los militaristas y dere-
chistas de este pais.

Confrontado con su paridad militar .

soviética, la presiéon popular en Eu-
ropa y Estados Unidos y la pérdida de
credibilidad por el escandalo Iran-
Contra, Reagan no tuvo mas alterna-
tiva que la de aceptar el tratado. Asi
quedo6 demostrado que la propaganda
dela derecha republicana por mas que
se infle de retdrica anti-cqmunista se
puede desinflar con la verdad y la con-
ciencia del pueblo.

9 mil millones costaron los misiles

El costo de los misiles cruceros y los
Pershing II, que ahora van ha ser des-
plazados, fué de mas de 9 mil millones
dedélares, segun publico William Arkin
en la revista Bulletin of Atomic Scien-
tist del pasado octubre. Desde el punto
de vista del trabajador, el desem-
pleado y los pobres de Estados Unidos,
estono fuésino un descarado derroche
de fondos publicos.

El complejo militar-industrial fue el
tnico ganador. La corporacién General
Dynamics recibié 3,45 mil millones de
doélares, por los misiles cruceros y la
Corporacién de Martin Marietta, 2,46
mil millones por los proyectiles Per-
shing II, sin contar el costo de los mor-
tiferos dispositivos nucleares que
estos proyectiles contienen.

Son estas corporaciones capitalistas
las que demandan la expansién mili-
tar, sin importar que su costo lo pague
el pueblo.

Paralas masas, este dinero deberia ser
usado en servicios sociales tales como:

la salud, la vivienda, el desempleo y
los beneficios del seguro social. Los
trabajadores y los oprimidos tienen
toda la razén cuando exigen la reduc-
cién del armamento bélico y la can-
celacion de programas como la
“guerra de las galaxias.”

EE.UU. viola el tratado ABM
de 1972

El mismo dia en que se firmé el tra-
tado, el complejo militar-industrial
confabulaba para saquearlatesoreria
nacional. El 18 de septiembre el Se-
cretario de la Defensa Caspar Wein-
berger aprobé la decision parallevara
cabo pruebas preliminares de un sis-
tema de armas espaciales, que podrian
ser usados en la década de los 90 como
parte de la “guerra de las galaxias.”

Con este s6lido paso, quéda demos-
trado que el. Pentdgono considera el
nuevo tratado, como algo para lucirse
y no un serio acuerdo para la reduc-
ci6n del armamento.

Acerca deeste plan,la Unién de Cien-
tificos Preocupados denuncié6 el 18 de
septiembre, que la elaboracién y las
pruebas de armas tan avanzadas,
desplegadas en el espacio estdn en
plena violacién del tratado contra los
misiles balisticos, ABM firmado en
1972.

El nimero de proyectiles nucleares
eliminados por este acuerdo es pe-
quefio comparado con los que quedan.
Lo importante de este acuerdo esta en
la reduccién de tensiones entre Esta-
dos Unidos y la Unién Scviética. Pero
si el Pentdgono persiste en la “guerra
de las galaxias” como lo planea, sin
lugar a dudas que las tensiones entre
ambas potencias se agravaran.





