Struggle against racism
mounts In Forest Hills

see pp. 3, 4
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Newark

Black liber
flag attacked
by racists

by M. MARGOLIES

Two weeks ago, four Blacks and one Puerto
Rican member of the Newark, New Jersey Board
of Education passed a resolution which called
for the displaying of the black, red, and green
Black liberation flag in all schools and class-
rooms that are majority Black. All hell broke
loose among the white ruling class.

Super=patriotic, law-and-order racists
threatened to tear down the flags.Various law-
suits were filed, The big business New York

Black-white solidarity
wins strike in South

Times wrote an editorial called ‘‘Divisiveness
in Newark. . . .’ The editorial said, ‘‘Students
are free to subscribe privately to dissenting
political doctrines but no group, nor any official
body, has the right to impose such doctrines on
the schools,”’

What hypocrisy. The white ruling class kid-
napped the Black people from Africa, imposed
death on countless numbers, destroyed families,
cultures, and languages. Today, the Black people
are a poverty-stricken internal colony of U.S.
imperialism., How much dissension have the

Black people been permitted? Ask the dead °
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Black students at Jackson State., Ask Fred
Hampton,

The imperialist ruling class in the U.S,,
Britain, Japan, France, etc.,have divided and
redivided the capitalist world, They found that
while they could exploit workers of the mother
countries, they could superexploit the colonial
workers. The profits were incredible. They
plotted to prevent any significant economic or
political development among the colonial peoples.
They also plotted to turn the workers of the
oppressor nations against all of the people of
the oppressed nations— whites against Blacks,
English against Irish, Japanese against Koreans —
s0 that superexploitation would be protected.
They are the ones who are divisive.

The 17-year-old Black Board member who
sponsored the liberation flag resolution spoke
in moderate terms., He said that this *‘. . . event
will signify a new day of Black pride among
the Black students of Newark.”” Nevertheless,
it terrified the white ruling class because the
flag has become a symbol of the desire of the
oppressed Black nation for self-determination.
That is exactly why the ruling class does not
want it, especially in a city that is overwhelmingly
Black, :

Workers World Party supports the right of
the Black people of Newark to have this flag
in the classrooms., It supports the right of
oppressed nations to self-determination, which
means their right to choose any course in the
struggle against their imperialist oppressor —
whether it be integration, autonomy, or separation.

It is the duty and is in the interest of the
workers of the oppressor nation to support that
right. The working class can only free itself
from capitalist exploitation -and superexploita-
tion by a common struggle of all the workers.
It cannot be done without a struggle for the
rights of the oppressed colonial peoples by the
workers of the oppressor nations. Socialism is
the wave of the future but it is only possible
on these terms,

After three hard months of strug-
gle, a strike, which saw Black and
white workers united for the first
time in Mississippi, ended in victory
for the strikers, Some 2,500 wood-
cutters and haulers forced the paper
mills there to give in to their
demands for a pay increase. In
addition, the huge Masonite Cor-
poration — where the strike began—
was forced to give in on a vital
demand of the workers: return to
the old method of measuring wood
hauled in,

The strike had initially been
started by 200 Masonite workers,
but rapidly spread to over 3,900
woodcutters throughout the state,
Masonite had tried in September
to initiate a new method of weighing
wood brought in rather than
measuring it as previously. This
would have forced the woodcutters
and haulers to cart in an additional

free:
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1,400 pounds of wood per load in
order to earn the same wages as
before.

The unity of the workers in a
state such as Mississippi—a

stronghold of racism and the KKK —°

was engendered by their common
economic oppression. The wood-
cutters who work 12 to 13 hours
a- day- average $3,000 a year in

wages. About 60 percent of them:

are Black and the rest white,

One white worker summed up the
feelings of many of the strikers
when he said, ‘‘People are beginning
to see that the rich people are out
for just one thing— more money.
The only way to stop it is for all
poor people to get together,
no matter what color their skin is.
Black and white is brothers.”’

At present, about 1,200 workers
are still out in Mississippi. The
dealers, to whom these workers sell
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woodcutters, Black and white, joined to defeat lumber monopole€s.

their logs and who then sell them to
the paper companies, have refused
to pass on the gain made by the
other woodcutters in the state, Help
is still needed, as many of the wood=-
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cutters had to let bills mount up
during the strike and are now faced
with more hardships, Contributions
can be sent to the Gulfcoast Pulpwood
Association, Box 754, Laurel, Miss,
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FOREST HILLS, N.Y., December
12 — Over 250 people demonstrated
here today in opposition to a cam-
paign by local landlords and resid-
ents to stop construction of a low-
income housingproject, The demon-
stration today, organized by Youth
Against War & Fascism, was a se-
quel to another YAWF demonstration
of some 200 people one week before.

The picket line, carrying bannexs
such as ‘‘Racism — tool of robber
landlords!”’ and “‘Housing for the’
poor, not for profit!’’ was the object
of verbal abuse fromlocal residents
mobilized by the area’s landlords
Jexrry Birbachand millionaire build-
er Lefrak, and supported by the pro-
fascist Young Americans for Free-
dom and the racist Jewish Defense
League, The demonstrators, how-
ever, militantly answered the abuse
with chants of ‘‘Housing yes! Racism
no!

The following article is reprinted
from the CHELSEA CLINTON NEWS
of April 23, 1970, It provides an
interesting insight into the kind of
leadership that is heading the Forest
Hills struggle againstdecent housing
for the poor. The evidence strongly
indicates that landlord Birbach, who
is now the most vociferous, racist
opponent of the Forest Hills project,
resorted to arson at another housing
site when he wanted to get rid of poor
tenants and build luxury apartments.

A one alarmfire, described by fire
marshal Joseph Kelly as arson,
broke out in the basement of 249
West 15th Street Wednesday, April
15, at 2:38 p.m. The adjacent build-
ing, 247 West 15th, was also
scorched, Windows in both buildings
are marked with large Xs, indicating
the tenants are part of the We Shall
Not Be Moved Tenants Association,
Twelve families remain in the 15
floor=thru apartments,

Mazrshall Kelly said there were
actually five separate fires set;
“They were set simultaneously,”
he said, He added that it was“ob-
vious” that the cause was arson,
and that only someone with a key

Al
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Demonstrations oppose racist
- anti-housing mobilization

The center of the struggle is a low-
income housing project at 108th
Street and 69th Drive in Forest
Hills, The project is one of several
scatter-site developments planned
by New York’s Mayor John Lindsay,
Lindsay and other government of-
ficials have been desperately seek-
ing ways to diffuse the explosive
anger in the center cities where mil-
lions barely survive inthe unlivable
conditions of run-down tenements.

The Kerner Commission (Lindsay
was its vice-=chairman) developed
the idea of ‘‘transfering’’ the poor,
Blacks, and other oppressed peoples

could have entered the basement to
start the blazes.

The two landlords, Jerry Birbach
and Joseph Albani, purchased both
buildings in April, 1969 for reno-
vation purposes.

Asked if he wanted the tenants re-
moved so he could raise rents Albani
said, ““Now that’s not the way to put
it, We’re improving the city. We’re
making more places for people to
live.” He said he wants to trans-
form the 15 apartments into 24.

_ Keith Crandell, one of the tenants
whose wife and infant son had to
work their way out of .the burning
building through billows of smoke,
said the tenants would continue to
resist any attempts to remove them,

According to Crandell, there are
only five keys to the- basement.
Two are held by the landlords, two
by workmen employed by the land-
lords, and one by the super. Mrs,
Crandell said the tenants never had
access to the basement,

“We couldn’t even get down there
to fix a fuse,” she said. “If you

go down there now you'll see that

the fuse .is much too large for the
wiring,”

Albani said he had no idea how
many keys were around. “We've
had three supers in the last few

from ghettos to projects scattered
around the city. Included inthe plan
to appease local racists were scrup-
ulous medical tests for all applicants
for drug addiction and City Hall’s
pledge that 40 percent of the new
low=-income tenants would be elder-
ly and white,

BIRBACH A SLUMLORD

For landloxds like Jerry Birbach
and . Lefrak , however, Lindsay’s
pledges didn’t touch the real issue —
low=income housing per se. Such
government projects cut into their
own profits as housing developers.
Birbach himself is a slumlord in
Manhattan who has made a fortune
out of buying up tenements, forcing
out the mostly poor and Black resi-
dents, and transforming buildings
into - smaller, higher-rent apart-
ments,

When news came out of the City’s
plan to build a project in Forest
Hills, Birbach and another million=
aire landlord, Lefrak (who owns
‘‘Lefrak City”’ and millions of dol-
lars worth of property in the area),
promptly began beating the drums of
racism, claiming the project would

bring crime and overcrowding of

schools and subways.

Birbach, of course, did not men-
tion that official statistics show that
there is no difference in the crime
rate of a low=-income project from
that of its surrounding area. Nor
did Birbach’s group press for moxe
schools and mass transit to ease
overcrowding (as if Harlem isn’t
even more overcrowded!). And the
signs and slogansof today’s mobil-

Bcnﬁum...ummmﬁ.mamnnmnﬁmn
““dope addicts and all sorts of people”
get into the building, He said the
tenants let them in.

Asked how somebody could get in-
to the basement without a key (the
door had been locked when the fire
broke out), Albani said there was
a dumbwaiter entrance from a first
floor apartment. ;

- The dumbwaiter entrance had been
boarded up before the fire. It was
broken down by firemen,

The day after the fire, the two
landlords were on the scene sur-
veying the damage. An argument
had broken out between Birbach
and the tenants. Birbach refused to
comment, but Mrs, Crandell said
Birbach had jnformed the tenants
that he wasn't going to make re-
pairs until he obtained an estimate
from an engineer,

Mrs, Erika Clark, a tenant whose
apartment was heavily damaged,
said Birbach had used abusive lan-
guage, and had threatened to“bomb
the boiler™in a fit of rage. Later
Birbach said, I won’t talk to these
people until they stop acting like
animals,”

Aside from being part-owner of
the damaged buildings, Albani is
the contractor for a building under-

ization showed just how deeply racist
the anti-project protest wm|,nm.E=m
the project a “slum-ridden jungle,’
‘““We are thrifty, they are shifty,”
and other vicious attacks onwelfare
recipients and the poor.

YAWF DEFENDS DECENT HOUS-
ING FOR ALL

‘‘Racism is the tool of robber
landlords,’” answered Youth Against
War & Fascism., ‘‘Among those
Hmm&rnm and financing this racist
drive,” said Jerry Leo, a member
of YAWF and a Forest Hills resi-
dent, ‘‘are landlords who get rich
by keeping Black and Latin people
in rat-infested fire traps -and rob-
bing them through high rents®

Today’s demonstration, and the
continuing drive by YAWF to
oppose the racist campaign in For-
est Hills,is a vital part of the strug-
gle against racism in this country.
With the right wing mobilizing, it is
essential that all progressives raise
their voices in protest to show that
there is real community feeling for
the poor, and to helpthose residents
of Forest Hills who are intimidated

by the racist -hysteria to stand up -

to-the pressure and come out on
the side of the project,

The cops showed which side of
the issue they were on today when
they arrested one demonstrator,
John Lewis of the American Service-
men’s Union, for not moving across
the street quickly enough. Lastweek
one YAWF leafletter was also Vici-
ously punched by a goon from the
anti~project mob and the police, of
course, stood by,

Jerry Birbach
going extensive renovation directly
across the street from the fire.
That building had also been the scene
of a long landlord-tenant struggle
based on eviction.

Apartments in the renovated
building are renting at about $240
for small no-bedroom apartments,
and up to $440 for small one~bed-
room apartments, according to
Mrs. Joan Wexler, a woman on the
block who posed as a prospective
tenant searching for apartments.

Mrs. Wexler said Albani had told
her he plans to renovate 247 and 249,

“l told him there were people
living there” she said. “You know
what he told me? ‘Don’t worry,
I can get them out.””
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editorial—

Forest Hills—

Anatomy of a racist campaign

Is Richard Nixon known for his eagerness to help people with their
problems? Well, yes, he certainly jumped in quickly when mass murderer
Calley was on the spot. But what about when poor people are evicted from
their homes? What about when the farm workers go on strike against
starvation wages? Where was the power of his office when the inmates
of Attica were being massacred, and the survivors tortured and beaten?

Reactionary Senator Buckley says Nixon is concerned about the
housing project in Forest Hills, Queens. The President of the United
States is a pretty powerful man., He could do a lot to help the people who
have to fight rats and roaches every night. He could cut through a lot of
red tape to see that some of the billions that go through the hands of the
federal government each year get turned over to build homes for people
who are living in firetraps and molding tenements,

But that’s not what Nixon is concerned about, He’s backing the forces
who don’t want to see a public housing project built in Forest Hills,
Nixon’s involvement in the Forest Hills debate is just one more indica-
tion that this is more than a community issue, it is a national issue—and
it has been blown up so big because of racism,

Those organizing opposition to the project publicly proclaim they are
concerned about overcrowding of schools, subways, etc. What hypocrisy,
when they have done nothing about fighting for more schools, or improving
the transportation system. The truth is the opposition is led by a bunch of
landlords and businessmen who are whipping up racist fears and hatreds
because they know a large public housing project will cut into their private
real estate and other property. It has been the greed of their class over
many yeaxs that has created the abominable conditions in New York City
under which so many poor live—and which sections of the middle class
are in such a frenzy of fear to wall themselves off from.

Since Nixon has come into the picture, andthe right wing has succeeded

in mobilizing some support in Forest Hills (although there are many
residents who vigorously oppose the racist hysteria), the liberals of this
city have capitulated ignominiously. Congressmen Koch and Rosenthal,
the New York Times, the Village Voice — they are all suddenly finding that
this or that aspect of the project is faulty. Is this really the question?

Public housing has always been the skimpiest of concessions to the
masses, combining drabness with the barest minimum of facilities. But
the  shortcomings, which are nothing new in this particular planned
project, are all the more reason to fight harder for better public housing.
Instead. the liberals are giving up the whole idea at the first whisper of
right-wing, racist opposition.

Some have called the Forest Hills issue a question of ‘‘community
control.” This is a cynical reversal of what community control is really
all about. In the oppressed communities, the people have wielded no power
at all, either to solve the immediate problems in their communities, or in
the nation as a whole. There the struggle for community control is to
achieve some base of power for the oppressed, even if it is only over cer-
tain local functions of their lives, as a first step toward power over their
total destiny. ;

But the men who are running this racist show in Forest Hills do have
the power. They control the businessess, the real estate, the banks — and
not only in Forest Hills, but in many other parts of the city, too. Their
friends— like Buckley and Nixon-—-—are the ruling class in this nation and
impose their profit interests on poor people all over the capitalist world.

Mere community control for these businessmen would mean a cut in
their profits. It’s farcical for them to cloak their racist campaign under
such a name, especially since they already control the Forest Hills com-
munity and so much more, At the same time, they have no real intention
of letting the workers and middle class residents of Forest Hills control
the community any more than they would let the people run their banks or
businesses, or expropriate the apartment buildings for the tenants’ use,

We support building public housing for the poor in Forest Hills. But it
shouldn’t stop there, There are magnificent apartments on Park Avenue
and Fifth Avenue whose tenants own other property. The Rockefellers
have a whole floor of one luxury building converted into a nursery for their
one child. There are showrooms, banks, and offices all over this city that
produce nothing useful for the people.

The workers and oppressed have every right to take these properties
as indemnity for all the unpaid labor robbed from the generations who
built this country. Compared to what is owed the people——and what they
will surely take in time—the Forest Hills project is but the smallest
concession.
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S. Korea repression

‘masks with war threat

The dictatoxrship of Pak Jung Hi
in southern Korea is under heavy
attack today, not from the social=-
ist government in the North, but
from the oppressed Korean people.
In a country divided, by U.,S, policy,
from over half its population and
land area and where U.S, corpera-
tions pay an average wage of only
40¢ a day, revolt has been the com-
mon scene., Recent uprisings, how-
ever, have deeply sharpened the
crisis for Pak’s regime and have
led to threats of war against the
North. People’s China immediately
expressed support for People’s
Korea. ,

On Nov, 26, reported the Korean
News Agency from Pyongyong,
32,000 Korean workers at U,5. bases
united in a demand for a 30 percent
pay raise, threatening to call a
general strike on Dec, 15 if these
demands were not met, On. Nov.
30, 54,000 more workers in rail-
ways, communications, transport
and harbor also raised the 30 per-
cent wage hike demand. The next
day, employees at Tokyo Bank and
Mitsubishi Bank held a sit-in strike
calling for a 35 percent wage hike,

Moreover, army revolts, includ-
ing an open mutiny at Simla Island,
have been spreading, while re-
unification talks between Red Cross
societies from North and South,
despite Pak’s objections, have re-
kindled the strong popular desire
for unity with the socialist People’s
Republic.

On Dec, 6, Pak frantically pro-
claimed a state of ‘‘national emer-
gency,”” outlawing all strikes, de-
monstrations, and civil liberties.
Beating the ‘drums of war, Pak
wildly claimed that invasion from
the North was imminent, Pak’s re-
ference to his own domestic crisis,
however, was more revealing, blam-
ing the crisis on “‘social unrest”
which his regime ‘‘would not per-
mit,”” pledging to “‘purge elements
causing unrest.”’
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People’s Korea immediately an-
nounced from Pyongyang that it
had ‘“‘no intention to invade the
South’’ pointing out that such war
cries were also made in 1962 and

' 1950, both periods of uprisings in

the South. :
From around the world came
denouncements of Pak’s new cam-
paign of belligerence, but perhaps
the most revealing came from with-
in Japan. The Central Standing Com-

mittee of Chongryon (the General

Association of some 600,000 Korean
residents in Japan)condemned Pak’s
proclamation as ‘‘a desperate at-
tempt to maintain the colonial ruling
system of U.S, Imperialism.”
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Eleven years
of victorious

struggle

by BOB McCUBBIN .

December 20 will be the eleventh anniversary
of the founding of the South Vietnam Front for
Liberation.
struggle against the bloodthirsty dictator Diem,
the Front, usually referred to in this country
as the NLF or Viet Cong, quickly developed
into an invincible force, organizing the will
and determination of the whole people against
the U,S. invaders. The glorious history of the
South Vietnamese people under the leadership
of the NLF, a story of incredible sacrifice and
unparalleled heroism, has been a source of in-
spiration to oppressed people all over the world.

On January 1, 1963, after several years of
steadily intensifying, but mainly defensive, armed
struggle against the Saigon puppet troops and their
U.S. “advisors,” the NLF began the first of a
whole series of devastating offensive operations.
The battle of Ap Bac was a turning point in the
war,

In terrain favorable to them, with at least

_ten to one superiority in numbers, the Saigon

forces were badly mauled by the entrenched NLF
forces.
artillery were no more than easy targets for the
NLF who held their ground as the Diem units

Born in the seething ferment of

500,000 U.S. troops'were required to hold the line
at the approaches to Saigon.

ANOTHER DIENBIENPHU

As the U,S, troop' buildup continued, U.S.
officials repeatedly forecast imminent victory for
the U,S. and its puppets. By the beginning of
1968, Johnson and Westmoreland could see ‘‘a
light”” at the end of the tunnel. It turned out to
be an air field full of burning U,S, planes.

The events of early 1968 began with the seizure,
by the forces of People’s Korea, of the U.S. Pueblo
spy ship. A.greater act of solidarity with the
struggle of the Vietnamese can scarcely be
imagined. This was at a time when the U.,S, mili-
tary and ruling circles were becoming aware of
an omincus situation at a formerly obscure high-
land Marine base named Khe Sanh, As NLF
forces began tightening the noose on the isolated
but important base, one U.S. commander said,
““The situation is entirely different.|
bienphu—ed.) owing to the overwhelming U.S,

Their helicopters, tanks, and heavy” air and artillery might,”

A week later, NLF forces attacked or occu-
pied- 64 towns and cities, 35 military head-

repeatedly attacked. The Ap Bac battle set the quarters, 25 airbases, and five broadcasting

ym Dien--
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and women on watch for U,S. warplanes.

fortress in the center of Saigon, was captured
and held for five hours.

Hue was completely liberated. Many soldiers
from the Saigon army, and even some officers,
joined the liberation forces. Over 2,000 pri-
soners were released from the Hue prison,
as was the case in jails and concentration camps
throughout the country.

A NEW FUTURE FOR VIETNAM

This- heroic uprising, including the whole-
hearted parnticipation of the vast masses of the
people, has come to be known as the Tet of-
fensive. It was followed by the evacuation of
Khe Sanh, the firing of Westmoreland, the re-
tirement of Johnsen, and the beginning of U.S.
troop withdrawals.

No one, least of all the South Vietnamese
under the leadership of the NLF, are fooled
that the U.S. has given up its plan to enslave
Southeast Asia. But the NLF and the Provisional
Revolutionary Government, the liberation govern-
ment, are confident, as they continue to build
up the country and organize a new life for the
masses, that the years of the pig are coming

pace for a whole series of NLF victories, so stations. In Saigon, students acted as guides for
damaging to the Saigon puppets that, by 1965, the liberation soldiers. The W.8., embassy, a

Protest
U.S. jets
to Israel

BUFFALO, Dec., 5— Buffalo
YAWF demonstrated in front of the

-Statler Hilton Hotel in downtown

Buffalo, tonight, in suppoxt of Mid-
dle East liberation. About 20 dem-

SREETINGS
TO! ALY

Buffalo protest against Israeli aggression.,

onstrators,carrying ‘‘Palestine Will
Win®® flags and a banner reading
““Stop Wall Street’s Other Viet Nam
— Support Middle EastLiberation,”

. chanted protests against the sale of

Phantom jets to the state of Israel.
(Inside the hotel, speaking toa B’nai
B’rith dinner, U.S. Senator Gale
McGee plugged for more U.S, mil-
itary aid to Israel.) i

With the chants ‘‘Jewish People
YES ——Zionism NO”’ and ‘‘Standard
Oil Gets Rich— Arab People Die’’
in the background, the YAWF pro-
testers explained to newswomen and
men the meaning of the demonstra-
tion— resulting in radio, TV,, and
press coverage. But most impor-
tant, the few bystanders, hearingthe
chant ‘‘Rockefeller Gets Rich—
Arab People Die,’’ related favorably
to the demonstration and the issue!

Picket
Israeli

premier

by NIKKI GREEN

NEW YORK, Dec. 11— Chants of
““U.S. Out of the Middle East, Pales-
tine Will Win’’ and ‘‘Israel is the
Tool of Wall Street’s Rule’’ could
be heard in the streets last night
as over 100 people demonstrated
against Israeli Premier Golda Meir
outside the New York Hilton Hotel.
The Israeli Premier was a guest of
honor at a dinner for the United
Jewish Appeal, after her recent
visit last week with Nixon when she

tried to whip up support for another

Vietnam war in the Mid-East.

The demonstration was sponsored
by the Committee to Support Middle
East Liberation, which initiated the
first demonstration in 1967 against
the war in the Middle East and has
consistently supported Arab liber-

to a cleose,
already begun,

and the epoch of the people has

ation, Other organizations at the
demonstration were Youth Against
War & Fascism, Progressive Arab
Students, Iranian Students Associa-
tion, Arab Clubof Jersey City and the
American Servicemen’s Union,

After a brief scuffle with police
across the street from the hotel,
the demonstrators set up a picket
line on 53rd Street, onthe south side
of the hotel. Because of a strong
defense guard, the few members
from JDL who ventured over to the
demonstration were quickly getten
rid of,

A leaflet issued by the Committee
read in part ‘‘Israel’s war... is an
American war.,.. The same bank-
ers and businessmen that get rich
while GIs and Asians die in Indo-
china rake in $3 billion a year by’
plundering the Arab people of their
oil,... The U,SS. government fi-
nances Israel to the tune of $500
million a year, out of our pockets.”
The Commirttee then called on “‘all
progressive wmoﬁm to « o w82y NO
to Wall Street’s other war.”’

At a brief rally at the end of the
demonstration, Bill Doares fromthe
Committee, told the crowd that
‘‘those same businessmen wining
and dining with Golda Meir are the
same businessmen who get rich off
the war in Vietnam,”’ He then rhanked
the demonstrators for coming and
for showing their support for the
Palestinian people and said that ‘‘we
are only a small movement now, but
just as the struggle against the waxr
in Vietnam grew, so will the struggle
against the war in the Mid-East. No
Vietnam’s in the Mid-East, Pales-
tine Will Win!"*
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“largest oppressor of women, Blacks”™

by BARBARA KOWALSKI

The Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission recently charged
the American Telephone and Tele-
graph Company and its 22 operating
companies in the Bell System with
extensive job discriminationagainst
women, Blacks, and Latin people,

In a 20,000-page complaint to the
Federal Communications Commis-
sion the EEOC called AT&T a “mon-
olith” which is ‘‘without doubt the
largest oppressor of women workers
in the U,S.”” It also charged that
since the phone companies began a
so=called minority hiring program
in the sixties, Black workers were
““largely relegated to the lowest
paying, least desirable jobs in the
companies,”

When AT&T petitioned the gov-
ernment for a long-distance rate
increase in December 1970, the
EEOC opposed it, accusing the cor-
poration of ‘‘blatantly unlawful dis-

Kl Estags:

)

crimination in  employment’”
throughout its system, The FCC

gave the commission until early

December of this year to substan-
tiate its charges, which the report
satisfies,

The FCC is now being forced to
hold a public hearing on the report
on Jan, 31. Itwill be the first hearing
ever to consider the employment
record of afederally regulated com-
pany.

AT&T responded to the report c.<
claiming, ‘“We have a good record.”

According to the EEOC the cor-

poration’s record shows recruit-
ment, hiring, and promotion prac-
tices structured to prevent women

from advancing, and creating a sys-
tem of men-only and women-only
job categories, This practice vio-
lates already existing civil rights
legislation, The commisgsion stated
that the women employed by AT&T
lose $950 million annually in wages
because they are generally con-
sidered for lower-paying jobs such
as operators. or clerks.

NO REAL EQUALITY FOR BLACK,
LATIN WORKERS

The EEOC also accused the com-
pany of a failure to provide ‘‘real
equality for Blacks,’’ and that Span-
ish-surnamed employees are the
““invisible’” minority at Bell, Most
minority workers are operators or
installers or other low=paid work-
ers, They are seldom seen in man-
agement positions,

Since most of the Black telephone
workers are women, they suffer
from the dual discrimination of

RS . . ' O OX o
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Injunction to attack

women’s abortion rights

by ALICE ROBINSON

NEW YORK — Hypocritically us-
ing such phrases as ‘‘sanctity of
life’” and ‘‘the right to live,” a
Fordham University law professor
has been declared by the court “‘a
guardian of all fetuses’’ in avicious
campaign against the right to abor-
tion of poor and working women in
this state, In a move to overturn
New York State’s recently passed
abortion law, Professor Robert M.
Byrns, a bachelor and recently ap-
pointed ‘‘guardian of all fetuses
between the fourth and twenty-fourth
week of gestatiqn,”” has sought an
injunction to stop all abortions in
New York City hospitals until his
suit challenging the law is settled,

Byrns’ injunction would apply only

to city hospitals, In other words,
women who can afford private phy=-
sicians and hospitals, and the care
that only money can buy in this
society, will still be able to get
abortions. Only poor and working
women — those on welfare andthose
who work in low=-paying jobs and
are forced to use city hospitals
where health care is degrading and
minimal — only they would be forced
to bear children they may not want
or cannot afford to feed and clothe.

The hypocrisy involvedinadvoca=-
ting the rights of unborn fetuses
while ignoring the sufferings and
misery of millions of poor children
in New York City is obvious, Where
are the cries for those children

race and sex,

In New York 55 percent of the
operators are Black. The Commis-
sion called the job of operators —
1/3 of the system’s work force —
“horrendous”” with annual pay ceil-
ings of $5,000 to $6,000, ‘‘virtually
intolerable’® working conditions, and
essentially no opportunity for pro-
motion,

Two New York telephone oper-
ators from the Center for United
Labor Action commented on their
jobs for WORKERS WORLD. The
Commission’s findings were no sur-
prise to them,

Sue is a toll operator, and Sarah
is an information operator. ‘

SUE: An operator’s top pay is
lower than a craft worker’s start-
ing pay. The pay ceiling is $118
a week.

SARAH: There are no pension
benefits and no sick leave,

SUE: One of the women where I
work was out for two days with
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forced to live onwelfare — with rats
crawling over them at night, living
in apartments withoutheatinwinter,
suffering brain damage and retarda-

tion from Ilead paint poisoning?
Where is Byrns’ humanitarian con-
cern for them?

In a capitalist society such as
this one, where most women are not
economically free to raise children
in decent living conditions and good
health, abortion becomes -not SO
much a choice as a necessity. And
for super-oppressed Third World

women in this racist society, abor-

tion and forced sterilization are
often used as weapons against op-
pressed people, Nevertheless, the
recently passed abortion law is a
step forward for women. At least
those women who do not want to have
children don’t have to resort to
dangerous, illegal methods, risking
prosecution or even death, Where
abortion has not been legalized, as
in Florida, a woman, Shirley Wheel-
er, was recently sentenced to 20
years in jail on charges of ‘‘man-
slaughter” for having an abortion.

In response to this attack on a
woman’s basic right to choose
whether or not to have children,
women’s groups in the city have
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E.Huﬂm».nm. She returned with a doc-
tor's note, but was fired for ‘‘fail-
ure to call in properly.”

SARAH: There is no job secur-
ity. You can be laid off any time,
Since the wage freeze there has
been a 33 percent mwmmalcv in the
number of calls you're required to
carry.

SUE: We have to take 1,000 calls
per hour. When calls are waiting, a
bell rings for youto pick up the calls.
You hurry to pick them up, but more
calls come in and that bell just
keeps on ringing, They torture usl

WOMEN MUST TAKE RACIST
ABUSE

" SARAH: Two of the worst con-
ditions are the constant supervision
and the racism of the management
and the public,

SUE: I a woman is called
“nigger’” by a customer, she can’t
fight back, She can be fired if she
does.

SARAH: When I started my job I
had to sign a piece of paper stating
that if I was rude or talked back to
anyone I could be fired on the spot.
There’s discrimination against
Spanish=speaking people, too. It's
forbidden to_speak Spanish on the
board — with' New York’s large
Spanish-speaking population! The
supervisors can’t control  what
you're saying if you speak another
language.

SUE: They want to control every-

‘thing you do. You can’t evenscratch

the bugs that crawl on you because
it slows you down. The boards are
only cleaned every five years!

SARAH: Conditions have gotten
worse in the last month. They’ve
cancelled days off. We now work
7 to 11 days in a row and receive
only overtime for our days off. We
don’t have a union except for the
Telephone Traffic Union, a company
union. and although company unions
are supposed to be illegal, the gov-
ernment ignores it.

SUE: If you report a grievance to
the company union, they report it to
the company and you get fired,

SARAH: Bell is the biggest op-
pressor of Black and women work-
ers. All you have to do is ask
any operator, It’s goodthatthe Com-
mission is exposing it, but it"s been
this way for years, We want toknow

what they will really do about it.

SUE: The Commission should
make sure the operators can attend
that public hearing without fear of
losing their jobs.

SARAH: If the Commission is
serious, on Jan, 31 AT&T will be
found guilty of racism and oppres-
sion,

organized to fight this action. At
the hearing on Byrns’suiton Thurs-
day, December 9, at the State Su-
preme Court in Queens, about 50
women paced the courtroom and
demonstrated outside in protest a=-
gainst this vicious campaign., Among
the chants raised by the demon-
strators was ‘‘Not the church, not
the state, women must decide our
fate.”” A sign carried by a YAWF
woman read ‘‘Health care, housing,
day care for our children— Free,
safe, legal abortion— Women must
have both.,”’

The hearings on Byrns’ suit will
continue next week and women have
said they will continue next week
to be there to oppose it, In
this struggle against a reactionary
attack on women’s rights, however,
it is essential to remember that
we must fight to defend the right
of all women to obtain an abortion
— and secure free and safe abortions,
—we must also fight for the right
of all women to be able to raise a
child to a decent life, After all,
what Byrns and his cohorts like to
forget is that the right to life be-
longs tothose children already alive.
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An ominous new note has beenin-

_ z I ‘ ‘ = l
jected into the ongoing war between
India and Pakistan and the struggle
_ of the Bengali people for liberation.
Reports from Vietnam indicate that

the U.S. Navy’s nuclear-powered
aircraft carrier Enterprise, along
with a task force of several amphib-
ious ships and destroyers left the

... l .
waters off Vietnam last Friday and
are steaming toward the Indian

: 1 Ocean.

The oxders to send the huge war-
ship to the Bay of Bengal can
only be interpreted as a directthreat
by the U.S. military to intervene in
the fighting there. The Enterprise is
the largest aircraft carrier in the
U.S, fleet and holds about 100 fight-
er-bombers, helicopters, recon-
naisance planes, and cargo planes.
It is responsible for about half the
bombing missions over Laos and
North Vietnam,

Pentagon claims that the ship’s
mission is only to rescue U.S, cit-
izens from Dacca are but a thinly
veiled excuse. (In 1965, the U.S,,
under the same pretext, landed ma-
rines in the Dominican Republic.
The result was the overthrow of the

.0‘ D - - - 8 .
Pel all nations renounce military Juan Bosch government there.)
Washington is also rushing in to
. o . . . protect its naval hegemony in the
force in selfling international = Indian Ocean and the Bay of Bengal.
The freedom to deploy U.S. ships
and nuclear submarines at will any-
where on Asia’s southern flank will
be seriously curtailed by the exist=-
ence of an independent Bangla Desh
and greater Soviet influence inIndia,
The U.S. still seeks unchallenged
power over the seas.

This new development should
serve as a grim reminder of the
urgent need for the unity of the
socialist countries in the face of
this U,S thredt. It underlines once
again the fact that U.S, imperialism
is still the predominant obstacle to
the workers’ and oppressed people’s
revolution everywhere,

In the light of this U.S. threat,
it is most unfortunate that U.S.
imperialism has come out of the
recent UN debates on this war un-
scathed. U,S. maneuvering and de-
ceit have gone unchallenged. Instead,
the two great socialist powers inthe
UN, China and the Soviet Union, have
displayed toward each other on a
world stage, all the animosity which
should have been reserved for im-
perialist pewers, particularly the
U.S.

In the bitter exchange, the Soviet
and Chinese delegations have used
phrases such as “‘social imperial-
ist”’ and ‘‘socialist traitors® for
each other. Inso characterizingeach
other they seem to have forgotten
that they both have a socialist base
base and a common enemy in U.S,
imperialism,

Under the present conditiuns in
South Asia, where the U.S, is sanc-
timoniously demanding a mutual
withdrawal of Pakistani and Indian
forces from each other’s countries,
it-would be only elementary to re-
mind the world of the continuing U,S,
military presence in Vietnam and
Korea, among other U.,S.-occupied
countries, Nothing like this was
done.

It is not in the socialist interests
of either the Soviet Union or of
People’s China to use the UN as a
forum to discredit each other. The
U.S. imperialist monster is the most
immediate and dangerous enemy of
all the workers and oppressed of the
world, It should be the main target
of attack, : .

dispufes.”
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Self-determination —
road to socialism in Bengal

by DEIRDRE GRISWOLD

Bangla Desh was artificially united to West
Pakistan in the British-maneuvered partition of
1947. Its people speak a differsnt language than
the Pakistanis, come from a different culture and
ethnic stock, and are separated from West Paki-
stan by 1,000 miles of Indian territory. They have
been heavily exploited by the West since being
incorporated into the Pakistani state, enjoying
a much lower standard of living and keeping
West Pakistan supplied with raw materials and
cheap labor. i v ;

. . Political control over Bangla Desh was firmly
in the hands of the Yahya Khan military dic-
tatorship until last December, when Sheik Muji-
bur Rahman, a bourgeois nationalist advocating

autonomy for Bangla Desh, won an absolute

majority in the national election including both
the East and West, Yayha Khan refused to seat

- the new government and in March began the

bloody suppression of the liberation forces in
Bangla Desh that led-to the migration of 10
million refugees to India, i

Support for the struggle of the Bengali people
to free themselves from Yahya Khan’s tyranny
is an absolute precondition for the furtherance
of the revolutionary cause of the Bengali workers
and peasants.

Marxists are, of course, for the liberation of
the oppressed workers and peasants from all
exploiters, domestic as well as foreign. But it
is pseudo-Marxism to deny (as do some parties
in this country) the progressive character of the
national liberation struggles, On the contrary,
revolutionary communists support the right of
self-determination of all oppressed peoples, that
is, their right to choose separation, autonomy,
federation or whatever form of political entity
best protects their interests against the oppressor
nation.

This is not to subordinate the class struggle,
but rather to recognize that respect for the
desire of the masses for national self-determina-

tion is a necessary precondition for heightened
class-consciousness and the battle against class
oppression, The socialist revolution cannot be
achieved unless the masses of an oppressed
nation are at least convinced that Marxists are
for this elementary democratic right of seilf-
determination., To deny the conscious revolution-
ary elements their place in the struggle against
national oppression is to doom the masses to
bourgeois leadership which, historically, has been
incapable in the epoch of imperialism of resolving
the national question, since it'leaves more orless
intact the economic relations through which for-
eign oppression operates.

The question of Pakistani oppression of Bangla

Desh may have been resolved by the crushing
defeat of Yahya’s troops in the recent war with
India, At this point, the people of Bangla Desh
view the Indian troops as liberators, and they
have every right to seek assistance in their
struggle for self-determination from whatever
quarter they can,

However, the Bengali people will not be free
under Indian occupation, nor is the Indian bour-
geoisie one whit more progressive than the
Pakistani ruling class. There are reports that
already the Indian army is trying to confine the
power of the Bengali people’s liberation forces
and prevent especially the more revolutionary
elements from obtaining arms, .

The correct approach for all progressive
persons, and particularly those who consider
themselves communists, is to support the con-
tinuing struggle of the Bengali people for self-
determination and freedom from all foreign domi-
nation, while giving aid and comfort to the
revolutionary elements within Bangla Desh and
the entire sub-continent whose goal of socialist
revolution and class solidarity of all the op-

* pressed and exploited is, in the final analysis,

the only permanent solution of the national
question,

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R A S R PR NSRRI S5

Liberal politicians
forget Puerto Rico
IS a colony, too!

Bengali refugees in India.

by P. MEISNER - )

It has become faghionable these days for liberal
politicians to pose as humanitarians inrelationto
the bloody repression of the East Bengali people by
the Yahya regime, Their sympathies with the
suffering of the Bengalis, however, are solely
motivated by political expedience rather than by
genuine support for the liberationof the oppressed
people of Bangla Desh.

The likes of Senator Frank Church and John
Galbraith really believe that the Nixon Admin-
istration is mistaken to side with West Pakistan,
since India to them is a more ‘‘democratic’® and
also more reliable ally for U,S,imperialism, They
seem to have forgotten that the New Delhi “democ-
racy’ is no less oppressive than the West Paki-
stani government when it comes to suppressing
the many national minorities in India (there
are 14 recognized language groups).

Thus the liberal bourgeoisie has only a dif-
ference in tactics with Nixon as to whom to side
with in the India-Pakistan war, But the ‘‘hawks”’
and ‘‘doves’’ are completely united on suppres-
sing the national liberation movements of the Black
people in the U.S. and of the people of Puerto Rico.
In fact, there are striking similarities inthe colo-
nial oppression of Puerto Rico by U.S. imperialism
and of East Bengal by West Pakistan. But the
liberals, somehow, are only impressed by the
facts surrounding colonialism in East Bengal.

EAST BENGAL A COLONY

East Bengal (claimed by Pakistan to be East
Pakistan) is separated by 1,000 miles of Indian
territory from West Pakistan, The latter has a
population of 55 million compared to 75 million
in East Bengal. The dominant national group in
West Pakistan is Punjabi, which bears no re-
semblance to the Bengali nationality, although
both East and West Pakistan are predominantly
Moslem. (No one would argue that Spain and Ire-
land constitute one nation because of their com-
mon Roman Catholic religion,) Needless to say,
Punjabi and Bengali are very distinct and dif-
ferent languages.

East Bengal has a climate more like that of
Southeast Asia and has a huge delta, like the
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SOCIALISM AND DIPLOMACY

- Class solida

by NAOMI COHEN

other

One of the most disorienting aspects of the  jdeol
present war between India and Pakistan is the move
diplomatic support being given the contending [India
sides by the USSR onthe one hand, and the People’s  pres:
Republic of China on the other, Both socialist  the r

countries have gone far beyond the diplomatic tion,

niceties necessary to maintain normal relations. . Paki;
with capitalist countries and have wholeheartedly: T
endorsed the policies of the rulingclasses of India bour;
and Pakistan respectively. tic

The Soviet leaders, who are echoed in this  Sovie
country by the CP organ, the Daily World, are of Eg
claiming to support “‘democratic’ Indiaasagainst = Coms
the military dictatorship ruling Pakistan. Atthe of b

same time, the Chinese leaders have, in effect, - move
underwritten the slaughter of the Bengali people  quest
by holding that the rebellion of the oppressed East  exist
Bengalis is a purely internal problem for Pakistan, Y

In the midst of all the thundering against each  have
[4 L T
SOVIET UNION
abad
AFGHANISTAN Ea..a
i | KASHMIR
Rawalp™ _
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PUNJAB
IRAN PAKISTAN
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Karachi
. =
INDIA
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Arabian Sea
\J
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Indian Ocean

Mekong Delta in Vietnam, West Pakistan’s climate and
is that of a Central Asian country; suitable for theis
large wheat and cotton production. East Bengal Ame
produces rice and fish, and also provides 60per- ican
cent of the world’s jute. West Pakistan has been ican
industrialized at the expense of underdeveloped Rico
East Pakistan, largely by the export earnings maki
gained from the sale of jute produced in East busi

Pakistan. i also
The average Bengali earns little more than ican
half of what the West Pakistani earns. There are 1

20 Pakistani families who own most of the inco
wealth in both East and West Pakistan, but all 20 US

are from West Pakistan. Also, the Pakistani army Pue;
is run by a completely West Pakistani military fact

brass. U.s.
exer

PUERTO RICO A COLONY, TOO! it h:
All of the above facts will be pointed to by the  for |
so-called liberal champions of Bangla Desh, But £

what about some facts about the colonialoppres- =~ OppI
sion of Puerto Rico? PuertoRico is 600 miles apol
from Miami and 1,600 miles from New York. The it cc
Puerto Rican people (like their Bengali sisters  —cl
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