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. While Nixon freezes wages...

1.2 MILLION MORE

~ LIVE IN POVERTY

POVERTY, It’s not a word that
government statistics bureaus like
to use. But poverty is a huge fact
of life in “‘wealthy’” America today.
While President Nixon is ruth-
lessly freezing wages and cutting

back on already meagre welfare &

& allowances, the government Census l

0 ‘ c : -o : ﬁno *mm‘.m Bureau has had to admit that in the w

_ b s o o last year 1.2 million more people ;

were added to the millions of those

T
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who are poverty-stricken in this J
P - " - = B e o= .”,.”......_..t.i..u ..”...J_... = batk Dag ."\.....-... iy
e o .of the New York TimesonNovemper
14, a government reporr revealed |
that in 1970 the number of people ,

living below the poverty level reach-
ed 25.5 million, an increase rof 1.2
million over 1969, (Thirty percent .
of these poor people, it was re~ _
vealed, are Black and 9 percent are

Latin, proportions much higher than

i) i P
their number inthe total population.)

L The federal government classifies

W L8 as poverty-stricken (or “‘low-
| income’ as they prefer to ‘euphe-
! mistically call it) a family of four

g ) L . ‘ with an annual income of $3,968.

Considering the factthat government

figures themselves say thatafamily
i ._ of four needs at least $10,000 per
o year to live in relative comfort,
the number of really poor people is

actually much higher than the gov-
ernment figure of 25.5 million.
This significant increase in the
number of poor is partofthe general 1
crisis of the U.S, economy. Presi-
dent Nixon’s answer to rising un-
employment and runaway inflation
aee- puge 3 has been to crackdown on the work-
ers’ wages while leaving the bosses’
profits untouched. This is Nixon’s
-idea of a program for “‘prosperity.”’
A prosperity for the bankers and
corporation owners at the expense
of the workers — and with it, poverty
in the midst of great wealth. A
(For more on the wage freeze
. and the price thaw, see articles on
page 2.)
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Liberation struggle on Arabian Gulf ... p. 5

Women demand funds for daycare,
| welfare .. .p. 9
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No freeze for prices

by BOB McCUBBIN

Did someone say there was a price
freeze? Maybe they should clue the
businessmen in onit, Hardly bother-
ing to cover their tracks, they’ve
been raising prices like mad ever
since the freeze began. While no
worker’s paycheck has gotten any
bigger for three months now, there
seem to be a thousand and one rea-
sons why the cost of products and
services has been allowed to climb.

Many services and products, it is
said, are individualized and thus not
subject to. standaridized pricing.
Thus any increase in price only re-
flects the diffexent production costs,
according to Big Business., Then
there are those price lists that
every merchant is supposed to have
available showing what his mexrchan-
dise sold for in August, The few that

“Public”

do have these lists seem to have
them custom-made each week,..to
fit the new price increases. And,
supposing some of the price lists
are accurate, who has the timetogo
around checking the 6,000 to 8,000
items in the average supermarket?
The few consumer organizations that
have spot-checked have found wide-
scale price increases,

Then there was the 6 percent
increase for aluminum fabricated
products in September. It was
termed ‘legal® under the provisions
of one of many loopholes created for
the benefit of Big Business, Another
flagrant example is the price of sev-
eral varieties of fish, specifically
included by the freeze., These fish
prices were found to be up 25 per-
cent, And most farm produce is not
even included in the so-called
freeze,

Pay Board members

bloc with companies
“ against labor - 2

by CHRIS ROBINS

While Phase I of Nixon’s new
economic plan was supposed to be
voluntary (the bosses voluntarily
kept wages down and voluntarily con-
tinued to raise prices), this is not
the case with Phase IL

Among the boards that Nixon has
now created to enforce his edicts
is one called the Pay Board. Just
as during the earlier phase, the
cards are still stacked- against the
workers,

The Pay Board has fifteen mem-
bers, all appointed by Nixon. There
are five top labor bureaucrats who,
on some occasions at least, still
represent the interests of work-
ing people. Then there are five
representatives of Big Business.
The role of these men is to fight
tooth and nail against any conces=
sions to the workers.
~Finally, there are the five so-
called ‘‘public’’ members, Now
Nixon would like everyone to believe
that these men have no special bias
toward either labor or management
and that they will decide each issue
fairly, keeping in mind the interests
of the country as a whole, What a
joke! All five have close connec-
tions withthe Republican Party, Sev-
eral sit on the board of directors of
major corporations. One is a judge
who has been handing out anti-labor
injunctions for years. They're all
safely in the pocket of Big Business.

Their first action proves, if any
proof was needed, who the ‘‘public”’
members will be representing. In
a solid front with the business mem-
bers, they proposed on November 3
that no wage settlements in the
coming period should amount to
more than 5.5 percent and thatwage
increases lost during the Phase I
freeze would not be recoverable af-
ter November 13 when the freeze is

technically supposed to end.

It may be that in their contin-
uing attempt to- deceive the public,
the ‘‘public’’ members may have
some minor ‘‘disagreements’ with’
the business members, But nothing
substantive hinders the conspiracy
they have againstthe economic well-
being of working people. If the five
labor representatives were really
serving the interests of the workers
they would pull out of the Pay Board,
exposing it for the business=serving’
gimmick that it is,

The thing that stands out aboutall
of Nixon’s economic juggling is the
confusion it sows, This isn’t an
accident. It is a smokescreen being
used to cover the continuing attempt
by Big Business to rob the working
people of their hard-won wages.

The Phase II Price Commission
has set a limit of 2,57 percent on
price increases for the comingyear.
When compared with the 5.5 percent
yearly wage increase limit adopted
by the Pay Board it would almost

THE PAYBOARD. ..

TAKING WHO

Nov. - 16, 1971

seem like the workers were coming
out ahead. Nixon has no such thing
in mind. Unlike the wage limitation
(an increase most workers will
never even see), the price limita-

“tion okayed by the Price Commis-

sion is gravy for the corporations.
It is a bonus over and above the
widespread price increases occur-
ring daily under cover of the compli-
cated formulas, the commissions
and boards, and the rulings and
counter-rulings.

The important thing for workers
to remember about all this is not
all the complicated mechanisms and
rulings designed mostly to deceive
them,

What they need to know is that
Nixon’s every move is for the ben-
efit of the capitalist bosses and that
the best way to fight Phase II is
to challenge the bosses’ greed for
profits which pushes prices up and

wages down, Q
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... WHO’S
FOR A RIDE?

PRESS RELEASE

MOVEMENT- FOR PUERTO RICAN
INDEPENDENCE

Mision Central Vito Marcantonio
106 East 14th Street

New York, N,Y,

SECRET SERVICE AGENTS SEIZE
EDITORIAL OFFICE OF CLARIDAD

Only two weeks prior to the Eighth

Congress of the Movement for Puer- -
to'Rican Independence, agents of the \

Secret Service of the United States
illegally broke into the editorial
office of Claridad, the organization’s
weekly newspaper, onthe morning of
November 9, 1971, The members of
the editorial staff who were in the
office at the time were held incom-

U.S. agents raid MPI offices

municado for more than two hours,
while the agents searched the place
and opened drawers from desks and
files taking out several documents,
The repressive agents also xeroxed
all the subscribers’ files and the
photo files of the newspaper and left
the place without presenting charges
to anybody.

The illegal entry was perpetrated
by agents of the United States Treas-
ury Department, who claimed that we

‘had counterfeited dollar bills. The

truth is that we had printed some
leaflets that simulated dollar bills
as part of the propaganda for the
Eighth National Congress. As faras
we know this method of propaganda
has been used in the United States
before and nobody has been prosecu-
ted for it,

In denouncing to the world the open
repressive actions of the yankee

imperialist government, the Move-
ment for Puerto Rican Independence
wants to make clear that these acts
are intended to interrupt the organ-
ization of our Eighth National Con-
gress that is scheduled to begin

on November 19, 1971,and which will
set the basis for the transformation
of the Movement into the Puerto
Rican Socialist Party.

The_ United States authorities used
the leaflets with the simulated dol-
lar bill as an excuse to intimidate
our supporiers and prevent their
coming to the Congress by the thou-
sands. However, the Movement for
Puerto Rican Independence is very
sure of the support it has in the
Puerto Rican masses and is ready
to show the repressive agents that
nothing will stop us in our everyday
task of organizing the Puerto Rican
people for the revolution.

S ————
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- Corporate circus stirs vet

anger
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ASU demands: “We want jobs!”

NEW YORK, Nov. 12--They were veterans:
young, willing to work, unemployed -~ and angry.
They had been promised skills in the army and
jobs when they got out, but later found it was
all lies. So when 60 corporations, with much
publicity and fanfare, opened a ‘‘job fair” in
the 69th-Infantry Armory here yesterday, pro-
mising 7,000 jobs, and the 3,000 vets who came
found just another big lie, anger turned to
rage.

mmﬂumﬂm.m no jobs here,”” shouted one enraged
veteran, still wearing his green army fatigue
jacket, ““It’s all a fraud!”’ There was a chorus
of agreement from the huge crowd of frustrated
Gls, and Mayor John Lindsay, who had given
* the corporations his blessings, began to twitch
nervously between popping flashbulbs. Then he
slipped out, anxious to avoid the furious veterans,

Anticipating that the job fair would in fact
be a job hoax, the American Servicemen’s Union
organized to be at the fair in force to give voice
to the grievances of the unemployed vets. The
ASU is a rank-and-file union of some 11,000
active duty GIs and veterans, Over the protests
of the fair organizers, but with the support and
sympathy of the veterans, the ASU quickly set
up a grievance table in the Armory which became
a rallying point for the outraged and frustrated
ex=-Gls,

Tom Soto, a Vietnam veteran and anorganizer
for the ASU, began to speak on a microphone
inside the Armory. ‘‘How many of you got
jobs?*’ he asked the crowd. No one gave an
affirmative reply, ‘“‘None of us!’’ yelled one vet.
Just then another veteran pushed toward the
mike, ‘I did! 1 did!”’ he shouted, and explained
how he had just been given a job as a messenger
paying only $76 a week. On top of the low pay,
be was told he had toibuy a suitfor the job.
‘““Where am 1 supposed to get the money for a
suit?’’ he exclaimed,

Soto then asked every vet there to make out
a survey form being handed out by the ASU,
‘““We want to know just how many of those jobs
they promised actually came through.”” The
results of the survey were appalling -- even worse
than the ASU had feared. Of 1,200 vets queried,
only five had been promised jobs, and even those
were not guaranteed. In fact, two of those five
vets returned later jobless,

ASU BARGAINS FOR VETS

As the fury of the vets mounted, the corporation
representatives sank lower and lower in their
seats behind the booths, frightened of this new
militancy in veterans unified around the American
Servicemen’s Union. It was a strong militancy
that was led by Black and Puerto Rican vets,
and cut across all race barriers, unifying white
and Black in the common veteran struggle for
jobs.

Acting as a bargaining agent for the veterans,
the Union had sought to protect the employment
rights of the veterans. When the job fair was
first announced, the ASU immediately contacted
the State Department of Labor demanding to know
what corporations would be there, who owned them,
whether any had been convicted of price-fixing
or racialdiscrimination, what jobs were available,
what the pay was, what determined qualification
for the job, and whether any training programs
were offered. They demanded that the jobs be
posted so that everyone could see what jobs were
really available, and denounced the corporations’
demand that GIs| bring their DD214 forms for
inspection by business representatives,

(The DD214 form, given to GIs at their
discharge, explains under what conditions,
“‘honorable” or ‘‘less than honorable,”’ aveteran

was separated from the Armed Forces. The
DD214, many Gls feel, is tantamount to a life-
long blacklist against dissenters against the
Vietnam war and the Armed Forces.) |

The ASU, therefore, demanded that the job -
fair should not be a ““modern-day slave auction®
providing giant monopolies with a cheap labor
pool. GIs should not be subjected to inspection
by the corporations like they were at a slave
auction, Instead, the corporations should be
subject to inspection by GIs. ‘It is not the
GIs who must-prove themselves to a corpora-

tion,”” insisted Soto, ‘‘but the corporation which
must prove its right to exist,”” The corperations,
Soto. explained, have committed innumerable
crimes in their search for profits, everything
from promoting war and oppressing people over-
seas to exploiting workers athome anddestroying
the environment, It is big business, not the
Gl, who is on trial. e : ;

On November 9, the Department of Labor
had telegramed the national office of the American
Servicemen’s Union requesting a meeting to
negotiate the union’s demands.

At Department headquarters  in Manbattan
the next day, ASU representatives Tom Soto,
Mitch Smith, John Diaz, Bob Dorsey, Billy
Shepard (all veterans themselves), and Sue
Steinman (representing the interests of women
veterans), met with Department officials Edward
Kahn, William G, Peg, Thomas Reed,and Henry
Williams, At the meeting, State officials assured
the ASU representatives that they had 4,000 jobs
available for veterans, but refused to postthe jobs
for GI inspection, claiming it was against the law
to do so. When the ASU asked if the job fair
intended to ban companies that practised racial
discrimination, Department officials again re-
fused, “If we did that,”” admitted Edward Kahn,
““we couldn’t let any of them in.”

FEW JOBS AVAILABLE

The jobs, however, were never posted. During
a tour of the fair given the ASU before the fair

veterans. It was not surprising, then, that most
of the unemployed vets at the fair were Black
or Puerto Rican, Significantly, one of the demands
of the American Servicemen’s Union was that
Blacks and Third World veterans be given prior-
ity imn hiring as they suffer the most from
unemployment, =

VETS TURN BACK POLICE  ~

At the grievance table the ASU had set up
to represent the vets, this and other demands
made on the corporations running the fair were
announced on a microphone. The ASU table
had- become the rallying point for the angry
veterans, who were using the ASU to vocalize
their complaints, Corporation officials, hewever,
felt that their control over the fair was slipping
into the hands of the vets, Ralph Gross, head
of the sponsoring Commerce and Industry As-
sociation of New York, decided to call in police,
turning the fair into, as one vet put it, “‘some-
thing resembling a concentration camp.’’ A buse
load of helmeted Tactical Patrol Force, whose
reputation for viciousness is infamous throughout
New York, marched on the huge crowd of veterans
with clubs and guns,. trying to break up the
ASU grievance table and prevent union rep-
resentatives from speaking to the veterans,

Crowds of ex-GIs, however, surrounded the
ASU table and militantly confronted the police.
‘““You can’t intimidate us,’”’ said one veteran,
‘““We’re not afraid of your guns. We’ve been
to Vietnam. We know how to fight youl’’ At

opened, questioning revealed that the Department
had actually only a handful of jobs, mostly for
college graduates, few and far between among
veterans,

After inspecting the booths of such leading
warmakers as Chase Manhattan and First National
City banks, Western Electric, GE, Metropolitan
Life Insurance Co., and Morgan Guaranty Trust
Company, Du Pont, and Pepsico, ASU represen-
tatives went outside to report on job openings
to the crowd of waiting veterans. As the fair
progressed it became painfully obvious that few
jobs were actually being offered.

One woman veteranexplained that the corpora-
tions didn’t care about women, ‘‘They don’t
even have a table here for us,’” she said bitterly.
““They act like we don’t even exist!’”” Over and
over came the same angry complaints from the
veterans. ‘‘They’re giving us the runaround,”
said one Black veteran to the crowd that had
mmn_umnmn around the ASU grievance table. Another:
‘After I got shot at in Nam and didn’t get the
training they promised because I was forced
to fight, now back home no one will hire me!”®
Among veterans, Blacks and Puerto Ricans suffer
the highest rate of unemployment (the government
admits to 14.7 percent), twice as high as white

Tom Soto, right, of the ASU ordered mﬁmmnmn. ww corporation chief Gross, with cigar.

that point, a police sargeant put his hand on a
Black veteran, but his arm was quickly brushed
aside, The crowd of vets surged forward toward
the police line, which began to waver in fear and
finally was forced out of the Armory, This time
it was the police who were intimidated--by GI
power, 3

Today, squads of police were on hand again
as State officials prevented anyone who was
wearing a button of the American Servicemen’s
Union from entering the Armory. Again the GIs
defended the union by demanding ‘‘Let them
in!”” Tom Soto and Charles Mock of the ASU did
manage to slip in unnoticed, and demanded a
booth to set up a grievance table to make sure
the veterans were getting jobs, When the corporate
officials refused, the union members began using
an unused booth., Then the chief corporate official,
Ralph Gross, had Soto arrested and eyicted.

But the “job fair® had backfired on the
corporations. The growing militancy of unem-
ployed veterans had turned the publicity around,
against Ew business, exposing the fair as a
farce. ““GIs. need jobs,” said John Diaz, a
Vietnam veteran with the ASU, ‘‘and the American
mmn.&mmamu.u Union intends to keep fighting for
them.”
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What the anti-war struggle needs

The Nixon Administration told the American people last Friday
that U.S. troops will never be completely pulled out of Vietnam unless
a settlement on U,S, terms is made. Not only will more American GIs
die in a losing cause, but tens of thousands of Vietnamese will also be
murdered as the Pentagon steps up aerial bombardment of both North
and South Vietnam, In fact, a Cornell University study has just revealed
that the Nixen government dropped more tonnage of bombs over Indochina
in its first three years in office than did the Johnson Administration
in its last three years.

With these two not-so-surprising revelations the American anti-war
movement could easily be thrown into a period of great demoralization.
Already thigs year the turnouts at the mass anti-war parades and rallies
have been on a much lower scale than those of three or four years ago.
Too many young people have been led by the ‘‘official” anti-war organi-
zations to believe that periodic mass demonstrations in themselves
would end the war in Vietnam. But Nixon outwitted those anti-war ‘‘leaders”’
by reducing U,S. troop strength in South Vietnam and yet expanding the
war into Laos and Cambodia. :

What it all shows is the bankruptcy of the ‘‘single issue®’ approach
of the National Peace Action Coalition (NPAC), so strongly supported
by the reformist Socialist Workers Party (SWP), What the SWP has been
after, of course, is a quick-kill and get-rich recruiting device for them-
selves, but they are not concerned about where this “single issue’” move-
ment might end up during a less popular ‘‘anti-war®’’ period. To recruit
larger numbers of more moderate elements, the SWPhas been willing to let
the more militant anti-war youthbeledintoa biind alley of demoralization,

‘The opportunists in NPAC and the SWP' failed and also feared to
organize a movement . based on exposing .the political system behind
the imperialist war drive in Southeast Asia, In fear of *“‘losing”’® support
they refused to explain to the anti-war movement that the U.S, war
machine which commits genocide daily in Indochina was also responsible
for the genocide of 10,000 Palestinians in Jordan and the massacre of
prison inmates in Attica.

WORKERS’ ROAD TO ANTI-WAR STRUGGLE

They have also abandoned the one class that has the potential of
completely crippling the war machine itself--the working class., In
their desire to unite with the bourgeois critics of the war, the reformists
have discarded a class analysis of imperialism, ‘‘Don’t bring in any
other issues but the war,”” they cry. ‘‘We must have the broadest coalition
possible,”” What narrow=-minded opportunism! :

The disaster of the wage freeze is not a separate issue. What else
hag generated the crisis in the U,S, economy but the destruction of billions
of dollars of goods in warfare? And what question brings a hatred of
imperialist militarism home more intimately to all American workers,
young and old, Black, Brown and white, women and men? .

By refusing to attack the capitalist system that is responsible for
war, these moderate coalitions and their so-called ‘““Marxist’’ organizers
have not “broadened’” the anti-war movement, Instead, there is currently
a demoralization that shows up in numbers and in spirit, The movement
has not been prepared for a long struggle, nor does it have confidence
that the leadership is prepared either., When the analysis of a McGovern
or a Vance Hartke is substituted for a class analysis of imperialism,
then the result is inevitably a decline of the mass movement, a return
to electoral sidetracks, a deepening cynicism that finds its expression
in irrational movements of all kinds,

A truly revolutionary anti-imperialist and anti-war movement can
harden itself against periods of demoralization by striking clearly at
the system that perpetrates imperialist war, Such a movement cannot
be trapped into just hoping and praying for an end to the war in Indochina
after every peace march, The imperialist enemy must be fought on all
fronts, not only by an “‘anti-war movement,”’ but by a movement of the
American working class together with the oppressed nations at home,
And that movement must unite into a single revolutionary striking force
which will ultimately crush the imperialist system which breeds all
wars and oppression.
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PSC meeting commemorates

Auburn

ROCHESTER, N,Y., Nov, 3— Just
one year after the heroic rebellion
by the 1700 prisoners of Auburn
concentration camp, over 100 people
from the Black, Puerto Rican, and
white communities attended a com-
munity meetinghere today to support
the struggle of all prisoners, The
meeting gave particular emphasis to

- the case of six Black revolutionary
.inmates at Auburn who were singled
out for heavy punishment and indict-
ments.

The speakers at the meeting,
which was sponsored by the Roches-
ter Prisoners Solidarity Committee,
were Hassan Sharief E1 Shabazz, one
of the Auburn 6; Betty Barkley, sis-
ter of an Attica inmate murdered
during the rebellion; Tom Soto, a
member of the national office of the
Prisoners Solidarity Committee who
was in Attica during the rebellion
by request of the prisoners; and
Kathy Kramer of the Rochester
Prisoners Solidarity Committee,
The crowd was very receptive to the
speakers who said that prisons are
indeed concentration camps for the
oppressed Black, Puerto Rican, Chi-
cano, and Native American colonies
within this country and for poor
working people in general,

Last year, the inmates at Auburn
Prison rose up, seized the major
buildings in that institution, took 35
guards hostage, and presented a
list of demands to the state and pris-
on officials. The list ineluded such
demands as better clothing, food,
and visiting privileges; decent pay
for decent work; and amnesty from
any reprisals against those prison-
ers who participated in the rebellion,

Seven hours after the rebellion
began, the prison officials agreed to
the demands set forth by the inmates
and the hostages were released un-
harmed,

As an expression of their ‘‘sin-
cere’’ intentions to reformthe pris-
on system, prison officials placed
over 250 men inpunitive segregation

rebellion

the day following the rebellion, and
they were kept in isolation for four
to nine months. The Auburn 6 have
been continually denied their consti-
tutional rights, they have been
viciously beaten in the courtroom
as well as in their cells, and they
have been teargassed while locked
up for as long as 17 straight hours,

Although Nixon, Rockefeller, and
the whole propertied class have
tried to silence the Auburn 6, they
have been met with a fight from the
outset, For a year now the Prison-
ers Solidarity Committee has been
resolute in its suppoxrt of these men,
and the Rochester Prisoners Soli-
darity Committee will help to organ-
ize the struggle in the future,

The size and the spirit of the
meeting here wereaclear indication
that the revolutionary movement
is advancing; it is growing both in
a2 heightened understanding of who
the real enemy is and inthe willing-
ness of the people to actively engage
themselves in militant struggle.
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WW meets with delegation from Dhofar

Dhofar is a remote region in Southern Oman on
the Arabian Guif. For over one hundred years the
people of Dhofar, like the people all-over the Arabian
Gulf region, have been severely oppressed by British
colonialist rule. Leaving the people to live in poverty,
British imperialism, and more recently U.S imperia-
lism, has plundered the area of its vast oil wealth. But
at the same time that imperialism has wrenched the
people of the Arabian Gulf into its orbit, it has
aroused the hatred of the oppressed, who are organiz-
ing a mass resistance movement.

Recently WORKERS WORLD had the privilege of
meeting with a delegation of the Popular Front for
the Liberation of the Occupied Arabian Gulf while
they were in this country on a mission to the UN.
The PFLOAG has its base in Dhofar, liberated terri-
tory in southern Oman, where they are carrying on
revolutionary warfare against British imperialism and
at the same time building a people’s government on
liberated soil.

, Much of what they told us is information that
has been effectively kept out of all the bourgeois
" news media in this country.'

A people’s war sm___m‘..__ Arabian Gulf

by NAOMI COHEN

During the heated debate on China’s admission
to the UN last month, a good deal of attention
was centered on the votes of three tiny so-
called countries which had just been admitted to
the UN — the Sultanate of Oman (with a popu-
lation of 600,000); and the Amirates of Bahrain
and Qatar (combined population of 230,000).
U.S. representatives were hard at work strong-
arming these three new ‘‘members’ to vote
for its phony “‘two Chinas” proposal in the
General Assembly. And for a while, the capi-
talist press here was predicting that the votes
of these ‘‘countries” might just decide which
way the debate went,

What the press was not saying, however,
was that at almost the very same time, a
delegation from the Popular Front for the Li-
beration of the Occupied Arabian Gulf (PFLOAG)
was in New York City to protest the admission
of Oman, Bahrain, and Qatar to the UN, They
were here to show that these states were mere
creations of British imperialism, and granted a
false independence to divide the oppressed people
of the Arabian Gulf and suppress their atruggle
for liberation,

The PFLOAG, which began the resistance
movement against British occupation in June of
1965, now controls 90 percent of Dhofar Region
in southern Oman (almost one-third of the country)
and has called on all the oppressed people in
the Arabian Gulf to unite to throw out the
British- who rule behind the bribed sultans and
sheikhs. Faced with a revolutionary upsurge by
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Patrol unit of the People’s Liberation Army of Dhofar area, one of many fighting for the liberation

of their homeland,

‘the people, the British have claimed to granmt
independence to several of its colonies there
while in fact retaining effective economic, po-
litical, and military control of the region. (A
British officer is the commander of the Qatar
army.) .

PFLOAG PROTESTS ADMISSION OF PUPPETS
y=ATaTe i

These fake independent states, wrote the
PFL.OAG in a memorandum to UN Secretary
General U Thant, ‘‘are imposed on our people
with the force of arms and do not stand on
legal grounds qualifying them to secure such
recognition,”” . ;

Commenting on their missionhere the Popular
Front delegates told us, ‘““In spite of the stated
aims of the UN, it has accepted the fictitious
independence of Qatar, Bahrain and Oman, We
believe that the fate of the Gulf will not be de-
termined in the UN, What will decide that will
be a people’s war.”

In speaking at length with the delegation
from the PFLOAG, we learnedthaton June 9, 1965,
the people of Dhofar organized a popular armed
uprising under the leadership of the Popular
Front., Guerrilla warfare continued between 1965
and September of 1968 when the Second Congress
of the Popular Front decided to extend their
strategy to' include a struggle for the freedom
and unity of all of the Gulf region in a people’s
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war, A People’s Liberation Army and militia
units were formed, along with committees to
develop agriculture and tackle the many problems
of the impoverished people.

The Popular Front has transformed the owner-
ship of the land in the liberated areas from the
old tribal relations to'public ownership, And, we
were told, it has been experimenting with setting
up agricultural communes, They have founded
schools, set up health services, developed irri-
gation, built roads,and established lines of com-
munication, All of these things were unknown
to the region before liberation. (In .the British-
controlled part of Oman, there are only two schools
and 75 percent of the people are illiterate.)

BRITISH BOMB LIBERATED TERRITORY

In an attempt to destroy the great strides
forward made by the revolutionary forces in
Dhofar, the British have struck back with wide-
spread aerial bombing of the liberated terri-
tory. The Popular Front representatives told
us that the' British had adopted a policy of
burning villages and agricultural products. “It
is a policy of genocide in the liberated areas
and arbitrary arrest for all the people in the
Gulf region,”

‘““‘Because the Gulf is basically an oil lake,
important for the capitalist system of production,””
they said, ‘‘the task of the revolution is morxe
complicated. Nevertheless, the foundation of the
revolution is very strong and cannot be de-
stroyed.”’

Although the British have occupied the Arabian
Gulf for well over 100 years, the PFLOAG sees
U.S. imperialism, too, as a prime enemy, Both
the U,S, and Britain maintain widespread mili-

tary bases in the region to watch over their vast.
0il investments. And the U,S, hopes to replace

the British oil companies and-military as the
British are forced to withdraw, In June of 197,
at their Congress in Rakhyout, the PFLOAG
declared, ‘‘Since Britain announced its planned
withdrawal from some provinces in the northern
part of. the Gulf, the number of American war-
ships in the Gulf harbors has increased at a
time in which military help from the United States
to the reactionary states of Iran and Saudi
Arabia has considerably increased and American

bases on the Arabian Peminsula and Iran were.

reinforced.” (U.S. oil companies now operating
in the Gulf area include Standard Oil of New
Jersey, Standard of California, Gulf, Texaco; and
Aramco.) : :

ROLE OF WORKERS AND WOMEN

We were interested in knowing what role the
working class is playing in the struggle in the
Gulf. We were told that the oil companies had

(Continued on page 14)
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John Lombardo writes . . .
An open letter to the
Black United Front of Cairo

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Black United
Front, ;

The attempts by the state to railroad the
‘‘Champaign 7°’ into prison are ended. Because
of the political battle that was waged around the
case, the court was forced to grant such major
concessions that we may as well not have béen
brought to trial at all. The outcome was an al-
most total victory for those who are militantly
fighting againstthe éxploitation, racism, and geno-
cide carried out by the wealthy ruling class of
this country, .

As you well know, the state has a great deal
of power at its disposal, and its use of the mass
media is one of its more powerful instruments.
When we demonstrated against Ogilvie last March
26th, when we militantly protested his fascist
policies towards the heroic Black people of your
city, the state used its secret police to attack us
and its mass media to make us look like the
criminals instead of the victims., The pattern
was familiar to us. Didn’t the state do the same
thing in order to crush your struggle? Didn’t
the local ruling class of Cairo, with the blessings
of Governor Ogilvie, use police and racist vigil-
antes to brutally attack your people because you
were carrying out a successful-economic boycott

to oppose the deplorable conditions you are forc-
ed to live under? And then didn’t the state use
the mass media to whip up 2 racist hysteria and
say that you, along with Black Panthers and P
Stone Nation members, were carryingout guerilla
raids against the police? Weren’t youbeing made
to look like the criminals instead of the victims?

We defended ourselves against the police at-
tack on our demonstration, because we believe
that it is the right of the oppressed to defend
themselves, And following your example, we re-
fused to allow the state to frame us up and make
us look as if we were in the wrong.
a political battle around the trial, and through-
out we never lost sight of the fact that behind
it all was the issue of racism and oppression in
Cairo in particular and Black America in gener-
al, We were able to raise consciousness about
your struggle continually, and we were getting a
TeSPONSCaaas I

Up until the first day of jury selection, the
state had never once given us any other indica-
tion than that they were going to hang us, But
the first day of jury selection was punctuated by
a fairly large demonstration outside and a very
thorough process of political selection by our
lawyer inside, By late afternoon of that first
day only two jurors had been selected, and many

We waged .

had disqualified themselves, The state knew, and
so did we, that it wasn’t going to be easy to hang
us. The most they could getwas a jury that would
compromise the verdict, which meant that some
of us would go free, What the state didn’t know
was how much our support could build throughout
a trial that threatened to last more than a week,
It was on that first day of jury selection that they
approached us, through ourlawyer, witha ‘““deal,”

Because we are able to analyze things from a
class point of view, from the point of view of the
oppressed, we have no illusions about the courts.
We know that judges and state’s attorneys are thor-
oughly corrupt, that they operate from political
and class motives, and that their laws and pro=-
cedures are mere cover-ups to fool the oppressed.
We knew probably more about the correlation of
forces involved than they did, and thus we were
able to deal with their ‘‘offers’’ from a point of
strength. That first offer, which required us to
plead to felonies and get reduced sentences, was
flatly rejected by us. Weknewthata compromise
verdict would get some of us big time, but we
also knew that they didn’t wanteven a compromise
verdiCteees

(YAWF rejected several of the DA’s proposals,
making the following counter-proposals:)

On the next morning we gave themour answer:
A small jail sentence for SharonSindelar, no pro-
bation for anyone, small fines for the others, and
no court costs (they were up to $8,000 by then).
By early afternoon we had their answer: they
agreed to everything, except they wanted me to
do sixty days instead of thirty.

b e _... ;
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Had we had more time to negotiate, we would
surely have gotten more concessions from them,
Our lawyer had almost exhausted all of his 30
challenges for jury selection, and this would have
left the state with complete control of the last
four jurors to be selected. We also knew that
once the jury was selected and the trial was to
begin, the time for negotiations was over, Those
last minute negotiations were made under the
most favorable circumstances we couldengineer:
a sizable demonstration outside the courthouse
for a show of strength, and an almost filled
courtroom by those who supported us. We took
the final offer..,.

i, The state started out trying to frame us on
very serious charges whichwould have guaranteed
prison sentences, crippled our organization, and
thoroughly demoralized the Movement, but ended
up having to settle for a mildslapon the wrist, an
increase in membership of our organization,
and throwing their hangman’s frame-up on the
garbage heap!

YAWF is calling for a demonstration and a
press conference the day we go to jail; and be-
{ Tore the week is up we will be doing mass leaf-
letting in order to convince people to go to Chi-
cago with us on November 9th to “greet’’ Nixon,
Agnew, and Ogilvie at their $500-a-~plate Republic~
an dinner, Our Champaign contingent will again
raise the issue of Cairo, Illinois.

The right-wing editors of the local papers
here want everyone to think that with the end of
the trial of the Seven, YAWF is through with
politics, They are hoping that this is so, They
have a surprise in store. We know that a victory
was gained, and we are stronger and more detex-
mined because of it., But most important of all,
we want you of the Cairo United Front to know
what happened, and to know that we in YAWF are
still committed to struggling until all troops are
out of Cairo, until justice for the Black community
of Cairo is won, and until all of the oppressed,
Black, Third World, and white, are free.

Yours until victory, ¥

_John Lombardo
. Youth Against War & Fascism

Cop who framed

Sostre and

Robinson
exposed as a
crook

by BEN OLIVER

BUFFALO— What are people
supposed to do about the drug prob-
lem in America? What are they
supposed to do-when their children
are being slowly murdered by the
smack pusher? They’re supposed
to call a cop, at least that’s what
the television and the newspapers
tell us,

But what happens when it’s the
cops who are protecting the pushers,
or, in many cases, when the cop is
the pusher? A few years ago, not
many people would have believed it
about ‘“‘our men in blue.’”” The re-
cent Knapp Commission hearings
in New York City open the lid on
the sewer of police corruption, how-
ever,
Workers World pointed out, cops are
really ‘“‘scum in blue who promote
and abet, on a daily basis, narcotics
traffic, gambling and other rac-
kets,” .

Crooked cops are not confined to
New York City, though, The case of
Sgt. Alvin Gristmacher ‘in Buffalo
matches any of the stories about the
crooked cops to come out of the
Knapp Commission.

Two smack pushers facing char-

As an article in the last’

"ges in Buffalo got their case dis-

missed recently because the evi-
dence disappeared, The evidence,
$150,000 worth of heroin, had been

checked out of the Police Lab by °

Gristmacher and hasn’t been seen

since., The result: Gristmacher,
from the Narcotics ‘‘Control’’
-Squad, is $150,000 richer. Since

then, Gristmacher has been admitted
to a hospital for treatment of “hy-
pertension’’ (scared is-a more ap-
unomﬂmno. word) and conveniently
can’t be questioned. .

Crooked cops are common these
days but Gristmacher’s case is a
special one. In 1967=08, he engin-
eered and was instrumental in the
arrest, frameup, and jailing of Mar-
tin Sostre and Geraldine Robineon,
Sostre and Robinson ran the Afro-
Asian Bookshop in Buffalo, which
became a center for information and
revolutionary literature during the
1967 rebellion of the Black commun=-
ity. Because of their unyielding de-
votion and militancy, the ruling class
bhatched a plan to close down the
bookstore and remove Sostre and
Rebinsen from the community,
Gristmacher set things up with the
stoolie, gave the informer the dope
Sostre was supposed to have had, led

' the raid_on Sostre’s bookshop, and

Champaign YAWF demonstrating at Illinois state capitol to protest fascist occupation of Cairo, Ill,

' testified against Sostre and Robinson
during their frameup trials.

The jury in both cases was asked
to give more, credence to Grist-
macher because he was a ‘‘respect-
able® cop and ‘‘prominent’’ member
of the community. Sostre and Robin-
son were disregarded because they
were Black and poor and advocates
of the liberation of the Black people.

Since then, the informer, Arto
Williams, has reversed his testi-
mony, admitting it was false. In
spite of these new revelations, Mar-
.tin Sostre is still in prison serving
a 4l-year sentence, and Geraldine
Robinson was just released on parole
after spending two years in jail.
The press here, which played up
their cases, labeling Sostre as a
dangerous militant and drug pusher,
has remained silent,

Sgt. Gristmacher may be fired
so that the city can. make a big

show of how ‘fair’ they are, but -

his most serious crimes have not
even come to light, The city is
willing to.admit that they caught
one crooked cop in the act of steal-
ing, but they won’t admit that they
were partners in crime with him in
engineering the racist frameup of
Geraldine Robinson and Martin
Sostre, _
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Farmworkers organizing
against Coca-Cola plantations

Reprinted from the Center for United Labor
Action Newsletter of November 8. The address
of CULA is 167 West 21st Street, New York 10010,

CULA: We have heard recently about an organ-
izing drive on citrus farms owned by the Coca-
Cola Co. Could you tell us something about
this?

JOSE GOMEZ: Coca-Cola is one of many cor-
porations that have taken over agriculture. It’s
one of the largest citrus growers in America.
They control 20 per cefit of the frozen orange
juice produced here. Minutemaid, Snowcrop and
Hi-C are all Coca-Cola products. They have
about 4,000 farmworkers working in their citrus
groves in Florida, Last year NBC carried a
special on migrant workers and in this special
they especially pointed out the oppressive con-
ditions the farmworkers exXist under on the
Coca-Cola owned citrus groves. Later Coca-
Cola was asked to testify before a Scnate hearing
on migrant workers. After these terrible-con-
ditions were exposed, they made some token
improvements to keep public opinion from turn-
ing against them,

CULA: Could you tell us about some of the con-
ditions that farmworkers are forced to work and
live under, particularly in the citrus farms of
the Coca-Cola Co,.?
JOSE GOMEZ: The conditions the workers are
forced to labor under are atrocious. The pay
is below minimum wage. Even théugh Cocax
Cola has recently raised it due to the expose,
the workers are of course dissatisfied. The
housing is deplorable and is unfit for human
beings., The farmers themselves consider it
unfit for their chickens,

The farmworkers have none of the benefits
other workers often take for granted, There is

Amchitka test

no medical coverage, no disability, no retire-
ment benefits, no unemployment compensation,
no guaranteed Social Security benefits, Child
labor laws do not apply to farmworkers’ child-
ren and there are no maximum hours a person

may work, People are often forced to work 12~

on..mmamw::no_uwmuwﬂaocmog&nonm.
rd
) a .

CULA: Could
hazards?
JOSE GOMEZ: The primary danger is exposure
to pesticides. The departments of labor, health
and agriculture have figures on the numbers of
deaths to livestock due to pesticide poisoning
but they have no figures on the number of farm-
worker deaths, If you ask them how many farm-
workers die each year of pesticide poisoning,
they won’t tell you! We estimate it to be about
1,000 per year.

We have conducted tests on groups of farm-
workers who seem to suffer the same symp-
toms, and we found that up to 85 per cent of
all the workers on a particular farm showed
some dangerous degree of pesticide poisoning.
The symptoms are always the same: vomiting,
nausea, fading vision, weakness, listlessness,
and eventually death. .

- The farmworkers don’t realize what it is.
mqmn..wconw has it. They think it’s normal, They
aren’t told which pesticides are used., Many are
very dangerous., Parathion is fatal, One drop
of it on your skin will kill you, This is what
they spray on the crops while you are working.
It’s the largest corporations that are the most
guilty, like Coca-Cola. T.E.P.P, and DDT are
banned from being used by government laws.
But there are many loopholes which the com-
panies slip through. In our contracts we ban the
use of pesticides — both in our interests and inthe
interests of the consumer,

you tell'us of some of these safety

CULA: How is the organizing drive going down
there?

-nuclear blackmail

by M. MARGOLIES

The U.S. has exploded the biggest atomic bomb
yet in its underground series. It was 250 times
more powerful than the air-dropped one that deci-
mated the Hiroshima population 26 years ago. It
took place on Amchitka Island inthe Aleutianchain
in the north Pacific.

Demonstrations and protests especially swept
Canada and Japan. Sixthousand Canadians march-
ed onto the bridge linking Detroit and Windsor,
Ontario, Canada; three thousand walked across the
Blue Water Bridge between Lake Huron and Sarnia,
Ontario; twenty-five hundred blocked traffic for
about one hour on the Rainbow Bridge between
Niagara Falls, Ontario, and Niagara Falls, New
York; one thousand convention delegates to the

.Ontario Federation of Labor demonstrated fox

twenty minutes at the U.S, Consulate. One Cana-
dian protest telegram was signed by 177,000
people. A

In the U.S, especially, however, the leadership
of the protest was in the hands of liberals and so-
called “‘radicals’ who protested the test purely on
the basis of ecological damage. (Television view-
ers in New York saw David Livingston, president
of District 65, tell the Nov. 6 rally that the test
would definitely cause floods, earthquakes, tidal
waves, etc, This media coverage, given after the

test failed to immediately produce such results,
was designed to regain some credibility for the
ruling class).

The problem with this approach is that it fo-
cuses the struggle against the test on unnecessary
and incalculable predictions while avoiding a fight
on the main issue, Of course itis part of the mad-
ness of finance capital that it will risk ecological
disaster to strengthen its machinery of war. There
is nothing wrong with bringing this point out. But
even if none of these disasters were to take place,
the tests should still be opposed tooth and nail
because they are part of U,S. imperialism’s
nuclear blackmail against the socialist countries
and Third World people.

Suppose the AEC were to perfect a ‘‘clean’’
bomb, and found a locale for the tests where no
harm could be done. Would this make the tests OK?
If you follow the logic of the liberal opponents to
the Amchitka test, the U.S. government could get
off the hook by developing an ecologically accept-
able nuclear arsenal.

But the napalming of the Indochinese people
would still go on; U,S, imperialism would still
back up its global empire with military hegemony,
‘‘clean’ or not... and millions of oppressed would
still go hungry, live in misery, and die pre-
maturely.
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JOSE GOMEZ: The organizing drive is going
well and is moving faster than we expected,
The easiest thing to do now would be to strike.
But we have to time it right and bring the
workers down there together to have a unified
agsault, If we spread ourselves thin we are in
trouble. ' We are spreading throughout all the
states now. We have to be very careful. We
will get help from the consumers,

CULA: What are the bosses doing to stop the
organizing drive?

JOSE GOMEZ: We have been quiet about or-
ganizing down South. Coca-Cola found out when
the bank in the local town recognized that an
account being opened was in the name of one
of our organizers, The company has found out
and this is the first test. We would expect them
to use anything they can, as they have done
before, including court injunctions, importation
of strikebreakers—scabs—and terror. They
have a company town and they use the local
police and the judges. They bring in scabs very
easily: they fly them in. Once they come, then
they let them have the NLRB elections they say
we can’t bave, and the results are the union
““loses.” .

CULA: How would you characterize these con-
ditions? _
JOSE GOMEZ: We would call them plantations.

CULA: We know that Coca-Cola is around the
world. Do they have such plantations around
the world?

JOSE GOMEZ: We aren’t sure about their in-
ternational ties, Agribusiness Accountability Pro-
ject could supply us with the information on the
corporation and their ties. They are the ones
that discovered that Bud Antle lettuce was owned
by Dow Chemical,

But it’s not just Coke. Purex, United Fruit,
Standard Oil, Bank of America, and Tenneco,
which is the largest grape grower in the world,
are all international agribusiness conglomerates.

CULA: What future actions do you have planned?
JOSE GOMEZ: Things will go one step at a
time and we are prepared to go full steam ahead.
It’s up to the corporation to declare war., We
are prepared to boycott, we are prepared to
strike,

WINDSOR, ONTARIO— 3,000 Candians protesting
Amchitka test, halt traffic on the Ambassador
Bridge between Canada and Detroit,

The Amchitka bomb was exploded as part of a
conscious policy by the U.S, ruling class to
strengthen its hold on the world’s oppressed
through terror. The U.S, imperialists found it
particularly urgent to do it now — when their in-
fluence and power are declining. In addition, the
test provided a basis for the development of new
weapons and the expansion of the war machine —
to be used against the world’s masses.

Nevertheless, no fear campaign canchange the
desperate conditions of the world’s peoples nor
stop the class struggle. The revolutionary needs of
the oppressed and exploited are far greater than
the effects of nuclear blackmail.
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Is ::._m freedom?

A choice between starvation and sterilization

-by BARBARA KOWALSKI

Oak Ridge, Tennessee, is a small town in the

Tennessee hills, Its 30,000 inhabitants know few
comforts. Few can afford the luxury of electricity
or a telephone. Spindle-legged children gaze from
the porches of their weathered homes with lack-
lustre eyes. Oak Ridge has problems, economic
problems, .
- The government’s solution: sterilization, for
both men and women, The Office of Economic
Opportunity is treating this economic problem in
an economical way. Instead of investing in a
meaningful program tc end the poverty, the agency
is putting $240,000 in vasectomies and tubal
ligations, operations performed for sterilization.
(It will be ““voluntary’’ sterilization, the federal
agency hastens to add.) -

Sterilization, abortion, and all methods of
birth control must be made available to all
people., who desire them. But these rights are
meaningless unless those same people canpro-
vide the children they might want to have with
the necessitied of food, housing,and education,
Only when those requirements are met can there
be a choice, But when having a child is regarded
as ‘‘another mouth to feed,”” what choice is

in Oak Ridge,

involved? ;

Members of the Planned Parenthood Associa-
tion, which is carrying out the federal program
spoke with amazement of the
negative reaction ‘‘in certain Black communities
where sterilization is regarded as genocide."
But how can oppressed and poor people view it
otherwise? Their children are called “‘surplus
population,”® Mechanization of industry andfarm-
ing instead of lightening the load for all workers,
just throws millions out of work, and they are
told, ““Don’t bring more poor people into the
world.”” But the growing class of nonproducers
who live an affluent life on interest, rents,
coupon clipping, and other ways of dodging work
are never told to limit their families,

. Dr., Warren Hern, of the Family Planning
Division of the Office of Economic Opportunity,
commented in the New Republic, ¢ one -of the
most important needs is freedom from the tyranny
of their own biology.”” He neglected to mention

‘the real tyranny that miners’ families suffer

under --the tyranny of the coal companies, who
are part of the ruling class that robs them of a
meaningful existence. ]

Not only in Tennessee, but around the nation

80 percent of the OEO’s Community Action
groups favor funds for sterilization, This reveals
the effort of the ruling class to control the
swelling numbers of those it oppresses. And it
also reveals one of the principal contradictions
confronting the ruling class in this age: it cannot
live without the working class. As a New York
City judge said in answer to thogse who demanded
deportation of Blacks and Puerto Ricans, ‘“Then
who will do the dirty work in this city?’* But
it doesn’t want to support the burgeoning number
of workers who have been thrown out of em-
ployment by the technological advances of the
capitalist system of production.

A century ago there were no laws against
abortion, but when the ruling class began to
need all the ““hands® it could get, laws against
limiting the size of working class families were
quickly put into effect. The pulpit and the press

sided with the needs of the capitalist class and

obediently preached against ‘‘infanticide’® and
heaped praise on the mothers of many children,
Now the picture has changed because the needs
of the capitalist classhave changed, and ‘““mother-
hood’’ has lost its glamour,

There is a final irony in the tragic story of

the impoverished families of Oak Ridge. This,
became the site of the largest

town, in 1945,
atomic plant producing uranium 235 for the
U.S. nuclear arsenal, At the peak of the stock-

piling craze, it used more electricity each day-

than New York City and more water than Wash-
ington, D,C, Billions of dollars were poured
into this atomic complex, and the people of the
surrounding towns were promised that the dangers
they lived with would be compensated for by the
economic growth of the region,

Today, the atomic plant is still in operation,
the people of Oak Ridge are still impoverished,
and the government can offer them nothing more
promising than sterilization.
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Obnoxious as it usually is to.read
about the goings-on of the jet set, a
recent disclosure about the Jackie
Kennedy - Aristotle Onassis mar-
riage is of more interest than ordi-
nary gossip column trivia, :

According to Christian Kafarakis,
the former chief steward of the
Onassis yacht, the marriage con-
tract betweenthe billionaire Onassis
and the former ‘“First Lady’’ con-
tained 170 clauses. It coversevery-
thing from intimate details onliving
arrangements (stipulating separate
bedrooms in their various mansions
and penthouses) to money matters,
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