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GEORGE JACKSON: 1941-1971

See pages 2 and 3 for the truth about the murder of George Jackson,
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Hundreds
protest Killing

of Soledad Brother

BY ALICE ROBINSON

NEW YORK, August 24—** Prisons are Con-
centration Omnﬁm for the Poor®” and ‘‘George
Jackson is Dead, the People Want to Know
Why,” read two banners unfurled here today

directly across the street from the barred win-

dows of the Tombs. This main prison for New
York City is a symbol of racist oppressionwhere
many Black and Third World people are confined,
but it is also a symbol of courageous ovvmmﬁon
by the oppressed —the scene of one oflastyear’s
heroic prison rebellions. The banners were car-
ried by demonstrators there to voice their anger
and outrage over the murder of Black liberation
fighter George Jackson,

Jackson, one of the Soledad Brothers, was
murdered by the racist officials of San Quentin
prison on August 21, Jailed 1l years ago for
allegedly stealing $70, he became both a
leader of the Black liberation movement and an
inspiration to all revolutionaries through his
brilliant writings. His consistent and deter-
mined efforts tofight against his racist oppressors
made him a prime threat to the U.S. ruling
class. He was to go to trial in September on
trumped-up murder charges in the case against
him and two other Black men known as the
Soledad Brothers. |

Today’s demonstration began at 4:45 p.m. As
soon as they emerged from a nearby subway
station, the marchers unfuried banners with pic-
tures of George Jackson, his brother Jonathan
(killed one year ago in an attempt to free George
and two other prisoners from a courtroom in
San Rafael, Calif.), and Angela Davis and marched
to the infamous jail near 100 Centre - Street.

Their chants reached up toward the inmates inside
and attracted the attention of many passersby.
The police—in a move to try and intimidate
people from joining the demonstration—set up
barricades around it.

By 5:30 p.m, the ranks of the demonstration

Picket captains from People
chants at Tombs demonstration,

had swelled to over 500 people. A great many
Black and Third World sisters and brothers
marched on the line and almost all the progressive
and revolutionary groups in this city were repre-
sented. The size and strength of the demonstration
forced the police to move their barricades so that
the entire sidewalk across from the Tombs and
the court building that sends oppressed people to
jail daily were filled by the signs andthe banners
of the demonstration, The pickets took full ad-
vantage of the situation and chanted ‘‘Jail the
rich, free the poor,” :Hmmu the jails down, free
all uo:_uomp prisoners® and other mwom»mm for
close to two hours.

The demonstration was called by the
Prisoners Solidarity Committee of Youth Against
War & Fascism and: sponsored by the American
Servicemen’s Union, the Black Panther Party,
the Black Student Union, the Black Workers
Council, the Center for United Labor Action,
Committee to Free Angela Davis, Committee to
Support Middle East Liberation, El1 Comite, Mo-
vimiento Pro Independencia, New York 21,
People’s Liberation Movement, Progressive Arab
Students, Workers World Party and Youth Against
War & Fascism,
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s Liberation Movement keep up militant

Almost simultaneously, while the demonstra=-
tion in New York was going on, Buffalo Youth
Against War & Fascism was protesting the
murder of Jackson. (See article p.3.)And in
San Francisco and Chicago, hundreds of people’
also paid tribute to this soldier of liberation.
Only one bourgeois news source even men-
tioned this significant event, and then erroneously,
The New York Times falsely reported that 75
people _uww.ﬂo%mnmn Just as they only give the
ruling class’ side of the events around the murder
itself, and try to jam down the throats of the
Uoo_.&m an elaborate and phony story about an
escape attempt, so they are trying to stifle any
news of the people’s angry response to the mur-
der. But as Tom Soto of the Prisoners Solidarity
Committee said as he ended the New York de-
monstration, this is only the beginning of the
people’s E..onmmnm against the war being waged
by the ruling class and prison officials against
political prisoners. The people have declared
war on the murderers of George Jackson and
Jonathan Jackson and all oppressed people!

LONG LIVE THE SPIRIT OF GEORGE JACKSON!
TEAR THE PRISONS DOWN!
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Angela Davis - tribute to

The following statement on the brutal murder
of George Jackson was written by Angela Davis
from her prison cell just after news of n_pm
assassination was released.

* * *

An enemy bullet has once more brought grief
and sadness to Black people and to all who oppose
racism and -injustice and who love and fight for
freedom, On Saturday, Aug. 21, a San Quentin
guard’s sniper bullet executed Ooou.mm Jackson
and wiped out that last modicum of freedom with
which he had persevered and resisted so fiercely
for eleven years.

Though deprived so long of the freedom of
movement enjoyed by his oppressors, even as he
died George was far more free than they. Like he
lived, be died resisting. A Field Marshal of the
Black Panther Party, George belongs to a very
special breed of fallen Black leaders, for his
struggle was the most perilous.

He was recognized as aleader of the movement
which sought to deepen the political consciousness
of Black and Brown prisoners who constitute 30
to 40 per cent of California’s prison population,
His impact on the community outside was and
continues to be boundless. George’s example of
courage in the face of the spectre of summary
execution; his insights honed in the torment of
seven years of solitary confinement; his perseve-
rance in the face of overwhelming odds will
continue to be a source of inspiration to all our
sisters and brothers inside prison walls and
outside.

His book, °‘Soledad Brother,”” a stirring
chronicle of the development of the highest

form  of revolutionary fortitude and resistance;
serves as a primer to captured brothers and
sisters across the world. Equally important,
his volume, perhaps more than any other, has
given impetus and shaped the direction of the
growing support movement outside the prisons.

George, from behind seemingly nvaumnH,mEm
walls, bas placed the issue of the ﬁﬂmcn struggle
m@wu&% on the agenda of the people’s movement
for revolutionary change. His book reveals the
indivisible nature of the struggle on the outside
with the one inside,...

The prevailing conditions of race and class
exploitation invariably result in the captivity
of a disproportionate number of Black and Third
World people. Our brothers and sisters are
usually locked up for crimes they did not commit,
or for crimes against property — crimes for which
white youths receive prosecutorial, judicial, and
penal leniency....

Associate Warden James Park promises us
that the new wave of repression which has been
unleashed within San Quentin will not halt with
George’s death. Rather, he has ushered in new
terrorism by openly inviting guards to make a
show of force and fully exhaust their vengeance
on the prisoners themselves, Efforts to squeich
revolutionary prison activity will not stop 59
one murder, Park tells us, but will continue until’
San o:mnﬁs is purged of ‘all revolutionaries and
every revolutionary thought,

The newspaper of George’s party, the Black
Panther Party, is hereafter forbidden within mw:
Quentin’s walls, ‘‘Old=fashioned prison methods,’
namely raw brutality, without its cosmetic nnmmmu
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26 tell of
San Quentin terror

Two days after the murder of George Jackson,
the two remaining Soledad Brothers, John
Cluchette and Fleeta Drumgo, were supposed to
appear in court for pre-trial motions, However
the prison officials closed off the concentration
camp and refused to bring Drumgo and Cluchette
to court, A systematic reign of terror was in-
stituted in the prison and no one was allowed in
to witness the vicious retaliation being carried
out against the prisoners,

When they were finally brought to court on
Tuesday, August 24, their bodies showed evidence
of the brutal beatings and torture they had been
through., ,

Again on Thursday, August 26, the Soledad
Brothers came to court to try to raise the issue
of the terror in San Quentin and the murder of
Jackson. Again the judge ruled them out of oxrder.
This time, a packed courtroom erupted into shouts
and cries of protest from supporters demanding
that the prisoners be heard and that the true
story of the assassination of George Jackson
be told. Riot police poured into the courtroom
and began a bloody battle with the spectators.

The following affidavit, documenting the reign
of terror in San Quentin, was written and signed
by the 26 remaining prisoners on the first tier
in the prison where George Jackson was murdered
August 21, The signers include Fleeta Drumgo
and John Cluchette, Jackson’s co-defendants in
the Soledad Brothers case, and Ruchell Magee,
who is being tried, along with Angela Davis,
for frameup murder charges. The statement
was smuggled out of San Quentin just after
Jackson’s murder,

‘spiracy.

We the undersigned are each being held in-
communicado because of the suffering and both
the wounds and internal injuries inflicted on our
persons by...agents of Warden Louis S, Nelson.
Warden Nelson and Associate Warden James W,
Park through their agents...killed one George
Jackson and conspired to murder the undersigned
who refused to join in the state official’s con-

The officers...opened the cell gates and
ordered us to come from our cells. Thereafter
gunshots or what appeared to be gun shots went
off and guards armed with guns entered the cell
block and ordered us to come out or be killed.
We were ordered to take off all our clothes
and walk from the cell one at a time, Each of us
were given vicious physical beating by prison
guards’ blackjacks, clubs, and guns. We were
handcuffed and made to lie on the ground naked
from approximately four p.m, to ten p.Mm....

«+. While being held incommunicado we are
being constantly threatened by prison guards., We

are suffering from wounds and injuries and are

living in an atmosphere of fear by reason of what
was heretofore stated. We are being denied
the right to have legal papers and seek permission
to further offer affidavits and testimeny at a
hearing if heard by this court, Defendant Warden
Nelson will continue these beastly acts until
the courts grant the release sought, We declare
under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is

true and correct.

(signed Aug. 23, 1971— 26 inmates)

LR T R L N ]

George Jackson

ings, 'is officially the new regime. Brothers
Ruchell Magee, Fleeta Drumgo, and John Clutch-~
ette are identified targets; others inthe so-called
Adjustment Center who have taken sides are
equally in danger, 3

Our responsibility extends to all these brothers
upon whom war has been declared—the people
must secure their safety, and ultimately their
freedom. Prison authorities seek only te cover
up their own murderous crimes by attempting
to initiate new frameups. These efforts must be
swiftly and forcefully countered.

The Jackson family must be saluted. Their
grief is deep. In little more than a year, two of
their sons, George and Jonathan, were felled
by fascist bullets. I express my love to Georgia
and Robert Jackson, Penny, Frances and Delora.

For me, George’s death has meant the loss of
a comrade and revolutionary leader, but also
the loss of an irretrievable love. This love is so
agonizingly personal as to be indescribable, I
can only say that in continuing to love
him, I willtry my best to express that love in
the way he would have wanted —by reaffirming
my determination to fight for the cause Geerge
died defending, With his example before me,
my tears and grief are rage at the system res-
ponsible for his murder. He wrote his epitaph
when he said:

‘“Hurl me into the next existence, the descent
into hell won’t turn me, I’ll crawl back to dog his
trail forever. They won’t defeat my revenge,
never, never. I'm part of a righteous people who
anger slowly, but rage undamned, We’ll gather
at his door in such a number that the rumbling
of our feet will make the earth tremble,”

A note on his life

George Jackson was born Sep-
tember 23, 1941 in the heart of Chi-
cago’s ghetto. Having moved to Los
Apgeles, he was 15 when shot six
times by L.A, police and sent to
a juvenile prison for seven months
for allegedly attempting to remove
goods from a department store.
From then on, his life became a
series of run-ins with racist U.S,
‘“justice.”

In 1960, George was accused of
robbing $70 from a gas station,
Convinced by the DA to cop a plea
for alight sentence, he pleaded guilty
and was instead given a one year to
life imprisonment. He was 18 then.
Eleven years later George Jackson
was still in jail, most of the time
locked up in maximum security.

During that time his readings
extended from Shakespeare to Mao,
writing constantly, training himself
legally, and physically, teaching his
fellow inmates to read and write,
bringing the political message of
Black liberation to his people. His

respect and influence among the

other inmates grew to such an ex-
tent that prison officials felt that
their rule through terror was being
threatened and finally he, along with
John Cluchette and Fleeta Drumgo,
was accused of killing a guard
in retaliation for the murder of

BUFFALO, August 24—In res-
ponse to the call by the Prisoners
Solidarity Committee of Youth A-
gainst War & Fascism, 35 people
picketed in downtown Buffalo at 5
‘p.m. today to show the government
and the wealthy ruling class they
represent that we protest the racist
murder of George Jackson, One
banner on the picket line said
‘“Martin L. King, Malcolm X, Fred
Hampton, Jonathan Jackson, George
Jackson -- murdered by racist
state,”” Another banner read, ‘“‘Long
live the spirit of George and Jon-
athan Jackson,”

George Jackson was a great Black
leader in the struggle for survival
against the concentration camp con-

three Black prisoners who were
gunned down in the prison yard by
a guard firing from a tower.

All pleaded their innocence,
George Jackson becoming the out-
standing spokesman of the Soledad
Brothers, as they came to be called.
George was looking forward to the
trial. He planned to use his public
appearances in court to expose the
vicious brutality of the U.S. prison
system as well as the overall racist
oppression of the Black community
in the U,S. To prevent him from
doing just that, on August 21 George
Jackson was murdered by prison
guards. Even if it were true, as the
authorities charge, that Jacksonwas
attempting escape, he was justified
in seeking freedom from his racist
captors by any means necessary.
The prison system deprives the op-
pressed of every political and human
right, What right is left but to re-
bel?

But his fellow prisoner Ruchell
Magee has charged that the racist
guards shot George Jackson in cold
blood in his own cell. Thus his mur-
der, in addition to being a tragic loss
to all revolutionaries, is one of the
most heinous crimes and frame-ups
in the blood-soaked history of this
repressive system,

Protest Jackson murder

ditions in the brutal U.,S. prison
system, and like most other pris-
oners, was guilty of one crime --
the crime of being poor.

His cold-blooded murder is an
escalation of the racist war thathas
been waged against Black people in
this country for several hundred
years. It happened at a time when
the government is also escalating
its age-old war against all poor and
working people in the form of the
‘‘wage-price freeze.”” This war of
racism, like every other imperial-
ist war inthe world, must be stopped.

“THE RICH SET THE BAIL,
THE POOR GO TOJAIL — TEAR
THE PRISONS DOWN!*’



e ——

- e N e -

s el A e P XL

WORKERS WORLD — 4

BY SAM MARCY

The Nixon Administration’s wage-price freeze
is bound to provoke a general discussion on the
efficacy of planning in a capitalist economy., A
large body of capitalist economists have long been
beating the drums for it and the capitalist media
have made sure to plug Nixon’s edict to the point
of saturation. It is therefore no surprise if a
considerable section of the workers, caught off
guard, seem to support Nixon’s move. :

Of course, the initial impression of the work-
ers reflects what they have heard on the media
or read in the press. It shows that ideologically
the' workers and the mass of the population
generally are at the mercy of the ruling class
which owns and controls the means of communi-
cation. ;

Hence, as Marx said, the prevailing ideas at
any time are the ideas of the ruling class. The
wage~price freeze is a perfect example of this.

Bourgeois liberal economists, such as Gal-
braith and the economic advisers to the large
trade unions, are now moving in the direction of
‘“‘controls and planning’’ — not Nixon’s, some say,
but a better, more liberal proposal, one that is
more pro=labor, one that takes into consideration
““the poor and disadvantaged.”

The benefits of a controlled economy are sure
to redound to all classes of society, we are told,
Isn’t the alternative of galloping inflation worse?
we' are asked,

This is as good atime as anyto at least exam-
ine some of the Marxist conceptions, based upon
historical experience, as they relate to the Nixon
Administration’s economic program,

Historical experiences of state intervention

The wage-price freeze is a form of state in-
tervention to regulate the economic system, As
such it is not a new phenomenon, either in the
history of the capitalist system oxr previous social
orders. There was state intervention in the eco-
nomic life of the ancient slave system, in feudal
‘society, and in the early stage of the period of
commercial capitalism, not to mention the inter-
vention of the state in the period of monopoly
capitalism,

But throughout the history of all the successive
forms of exploiting social systems, the state al-
ways intervened in times of economic difficulties
to salvage, to safeguard and to improve the
position of the exploiting class at the expense
of the exploited.

In ancient times, this was done to help the
slaveowners overcome their difficulties and im-
prove their situation as against the slaves, The
feudal state did the same in order to perpetuate
the exploitation of the serfs in the interest of
the lords. And the history of the capitalist sys-
tem is replete with abundant examples of how
the capitalist state intervenes whenever there
is an economic crisis to overcome their diffi-
culties, so as to benefit the capitalists.

Because the state is the instrument of the
dominant exploiting class in society, and has
always been that, its intervention is n€cessari-
ly for the purposes of improving and strengthen-
ing the exploiting class at the expense of the
exploited. To view the Nixon program in isola-
tion without seeing its connection to previous
historical experience of stats intervention breeds
confusion, and presents Nixon in the role of an
““innovator.”

Throughout all class society up to and in-
cluding the present one, state intervention in
economic life has always been class intervention,
the intervention of the state as the collective in-
strument of the ruling class to salvage and im-
prove its deteriorating position as against those
whom it rules and exploits.

Bourgeois-liberal economics

The above must be very clearly borne in mind
precisely because the bourgeois economists and
their liberal cheerleaders say that Nixon’s wage-
price freeze, which is a specific form of capital-
ist state intervention, is bound to help all classes
in society, and is in fact a supra-class measure
on behalf of the people as a whole, regardiess of
social class or economic status,

They are now telling us that because Nixon is
an unscrupulous opportunist (Galbraith’s words)

he is doing something good because it is expedient.
In reality, Nixon’s plan is a coldly calculated
scheme to salvage the capitalist class, and in
particular, the biggest, greediest and most pre-
datory monopolies, and it contains nothing good
in it for the other classes of society. -

While the liberal economists are. singing
hosannas to the introduction of controls and plan-
ning into the capitalist economy, others-—the
more rightwing, conservative, bourgeois econo-
mists — are berating the infringement on the “‘free
economy,”” expressing alleged concern for the
ammmnw of the ‘“free market’ and ‘‘free compe-
tition,”

This too must be exposed as either delusion
or sheer hypocrisy. The epoch of the free mar-
ket has long been over, What remains inthe main
is the freedom of imperialist monopolies to strug-
gle against each other on the world marketand to
plunder the underdeveloped countries, plot conspi-
racy and counterrevolution and utilize the capital-
ist state for just such purposes.

Of course, competition at home and on a world
scale has not been abolished. Nixon's economic
program is calculated to improve the advantage
of the U,S. monopolies in intense worldwide
imperialist competition.

Nixon program stems from

basic economic trend

His economic program is not a new depar-
ture from the basic trend in the U,S. economy,
but merely a logical development of it. First of
all it is necessary to point out that the capitalist
economy in the U,S, is already ‘‘controlled or
planned”’ in a very large measure. It is a fal-
sification to say that this is an entirely new
departure.

The giant corporations, in collusion with the
Administration, have for many years been in the
stage of trying to plan and coordinate. For a long
time they have been sharing out markets, cor-
nering sources of raw materials, fixing prices,
making secret agreements with foreign monop-
olies and more secret deals for currency manip-
ulations, while combining all these measures to
direct even more investment abroad. They have
been utilizing the diplomatic and military powexr
of the Pentagon machine to promote these inter-
ests. All this takes planning.

Long and careful deliberation and coordination
with a variety of different cliques and class
groupings within the monopolist structure of the
U.S. is a characteristic of modern capitalism,
What the bourgeois economists do not tell us is
that all this planning, all this maneuvering and
manipulating, comes up against a fundamental
contradiction in capitalist society; namely that it
is planning within the framework of private prop-
erty. It is to maintain the private economic intex-
est of, a specific class in society as against the
mass of the people, the mass of the workers, who
produce all the wealth of the capitalists and are
exploited by them.

Nol Nixon’s economic program is not new,
This type of planning and control has long been in
the making. But it has reached an impasse. For
planning within the framework of capitalist monop-
olies, where the fundamental driving force is
profit rather than the common good of society,
also means planning against each other — planning
which is underhanded, secret, cutethroat— an
utterly destructive form of rivalry and compe-
tition, It is planning on the social foundation of a
monopoly of the means of production, It is planning
that excludes the mass of producers from any
participation in formulating the plan,

The diversity of conflicting interests of class
groupings within the monopolies makes rational
planning an impossibility, Rational planning,
planning for the good of all society, can only be
accomplished by expropriating the means of pro-
duction from the capitalist class and returning
them to the people, to the producers, tothe work-
ing class which alone can produce for the good of
all,

“State monopoly capitalism’’--Lenin
"y

Lenin foresaw the development of capitalist
planning and took pains to distinguish it from soc-
ialist planning. He showed how the development
of the giant trusts would necessarily entail a lot
of planning (really conspiring) and how this dif-
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fered fundamentally from a socialist society that
is dedicated fundamentally to production of goods
and services for the common good rather than
for profit.

He even characterized such capitalist inter=-
vention by the state as ‘“state monopoly capital-
ism’’ which resulted from the huge concentration,
of capital in the hands of a few people, While
production as a whole had become socialized, the
socialized character of production was not accom-
panied by socialized forms of distribution,

Speaking of the capitalist monopolies, Lenin
observed almost half a century ago:

““The trusts, of course, never produced, do not
now produce, and cannot produce complete
planning. But however much they do plan, how-
ever much the capitalist magnates calculate
in advance the volume of production on a na-
tional and even on an international scale, and
however much they systematically regulate it,
we still remain under CAPITALISM — capital-
ism in its new stage, it is true, but still,
undoubtedly, capitalism.” i

However, liberal economists like Galbraith,
who are so enthusiastic about Nixon’s wage-price
freeze (with small reservations) claim that Lenin
was wrong and that those monopolies CAN produce
complete planning and eliminate crises, Galbraith
devoted an entire book, ‘‘The Industrial State’’ to
advance this thesis.

Aside from the fact that his book is an under-
handed embellishment of the monopolies, the ex-
perience of the capitalist system after his book
was published in 1967 proved his thesis to be false.
I ever complete planning in the capitalist estab-
lishment had been possible, it should have been
proven above all in the sector known as the
military=-industrial complex,

Meaning of Lockbeed bankruptcy

Lockheed was the jewel of this very system.
It was a product of the planning and coordination
of the so-called private: industrial sector, the
government (the so-called public sector) and the
banks (26 of the largest banks headed by Morgan
Guaranty and the Bank of America).

Here was a perfect example of private indus-
try working with the military and the banks, Their
collaboration had the blessing of the entire cap-
italist government. They jointly undertook the
development of huge projects with the U,S, gov-
ernment acting as financial guarantor. Thus there
was production planned with thé cooperation of
the government, industry and the banks on the
highest possible level.

Yet one fine morning, the shares of Lockheed
on the stock market took one of those big plunges
which really shook up the entire ‘‘financial com-
munity.”” Why did Lockheed’s stock suddenly fall
—and so steeply? Wasn’t everything planned?
Wasn’t there a ready customer? This was the
brightest.star in the firmament of the military~
industrial complex, ’

The explanation of the bourgeois liberals for
the bankruptcy of the Lockheed corporation was

(continued on p. 15)
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The wage freeze:

What does it mean
for the workers?

TO ALL WORKERS: EMPLOYED AND UNEMPLOYED; MEN AND

WOMEN; BLACK AND WHITE,

LATIN, ASIAN AND INDIAN:

A CALL

For an Emergency
Congress of ALL Labor

fo

END THE WAGE FREEZE
END EXTORTIONATE PROFITS
ROLL BACK HIGH PRICES

By freezing our wages -at a time--

of the highest cost of living in
history, President Nixon has de-
clared war on the workers of the
United States, And at the same time
he has given billions of dollars to
big business in the form of tax
cuts for investing in their owncom-
panies. He has thus encouraged them
to introduce more automation and
create still more unemployment,

Furthermore, by raising the prices
of all imported products by 10 per
cent, he has, in effect, given a 10
per cent price increase to many do-
mestic manufacturers and caused
increased suffering for the poor,
who desperately need lower prices.

Under this program, the govern-.

(continued on page 6)

Gall for

emergency
labor conference

NEW YORK, August 18— A call
for an Emergency Congress of All
Labor to ‘‘end the wage freeze, elim-
inate extortionate profits and roll
back high prices’’ has been proposed
and unanimously passed today at a
leadership conference of the Center
for United Labor Action (167 W. 21
Street, New York). The call is ad-
dressed to ‘““‘ALL workers, employ-
ed-and unemployed, men and women,
Black and white, Latin, Asian, and
Indian. The CULA is anorganization
of rank-and-file militants who are
struggling to improve the conditions
of life for all workers, employed
and unemployed., Accompanying the
call (printed here) is a petition by
which rank-and-file workers can
ask their unions to endorse the idea
of the Emergency Congress.

“By freezing our wages at a time
of the highest cost of living in his=
tory,”’ the call begins, ‘‘President
Nixon has declared war on the
workers.”” Printed in English and
Spanish, and to be massdistributed,
the call goes on to explain how Nix-
on’s edict is designed to benefit
the bankers and businessmen who
own the corporations at the expense

of the workers,

‘“‘Labor has been wronged; labor
has its remedies!’’ the call declares,
“It is necessary to defy Nixon’s
illegal, unconstitutional decree and
reverse it—not with an isolated,
overlong, exhausting strike in one
separate place or another, but with
the united, all-encompassing, na-
tional power of all the working people
hitting all the corporations with one
powerful blow,””

This call for an Emergency Con-
gress is all the more timely inview
of the weak and vacillating response
of the mis-leaders of labor; like
Meany and Woodcock. After some
super-militant rhetoric, the UAW
head said today he would ““accomo-
date’’ his union to the wage freeze,
While these bureaucrats sit ontheir
hands, the rank-and-file workers
throughout the land need a bold re-
sponse to Nixon’s attack. The init-
iative taken by the Center for United
Labor Action provides an oppor-
tunity for working people to reverse
the government’s harsh edict and
their deteriorating standard of
living.
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called

(continued from page 5)

ment will provide NO effective po-
licing of the prices of millions of
different commodities, Those who
mm_.— EmB um<m every interest in
legally or illegally, openly or se-
cretly, The wages of labor caneasily
be kept down under these circum-
stances if the workers do 'not act.
That’s because the same people who
raise the prices also own the fac-
tories and they have every. interest
E wmmuz._m , wages low; they will

‘“‘cooperate’ most cheerfully with
Nixon on that!— All this is summed
up and proven in one undeniable
fact known to everybody: on the
day after the ‘‘price freeze’ was
announced, the prices of corporation
stocks went up higher than E@ had
ever gone in a single day in all
previous history!

LABOR HAS BEEN WRONGED;
LABOR HAS ITS REMEDIES!

Ralph Nader said that General Mo=-
tors knew about the Nixon decree
in advance. Of course they did!
But that’s only half the story. All
the rest of big business knew about
it, too. They knew about the action
even before Nixon did. In fact, they
told him to take the action in the
first place! It was the collective
action of all the big bosses under
the guise of a Presidential “sur-
prise’’ decree,

The action of 85 million workers
must also be a collective action;

it must provide a collective re-
sponse to the anti-labor dictator-
ship in Washinton, It is necessary
to defy Nixon’s illegal, unconsti-
tutional decree and reverse it—
not with an isolated, overlong ex-
hausting strike inone separate place
or another, but with the united,
all-encompassing, national power
of all the working people hitting all
the corporations nomoncmn with one
powerful blow,

President Nixon has, in effect, nul-
lified all exisfing contracts between
labor and the billion dollar cor-
porations and has thus declared
martial law against the workers.
With the same breath that he took
away the already guaranteed wage
increases, he also threatened to
break strikes, thus proving that
there is no political democracy
for working people, It is now up
to the workers to assert their
own real democracy, to take the
kind of action described above and
defend their most cherished rights
against the wrongs of big business,

To organize such action, let us call
a great congress of all working
people, The mere convocation of
such a congress—even before any
decisive action is taken— will make
Nixon think again, and make big
business think again. But the con-
gress will also be a congress of
action reflecting the real needs and
posing the just demands of the
working people of this country to
end the wage freeze, eliminate ex-
toxtionate profits and roll back high
prices. The time for sucha congress
is NOW,

Perils of the unemployed

BY TOM MITCHELL
Unemployment Grievance Committee
Center for. United Labor Action

For some time now, unemployed
working people have ‘been feeling
the effects of Nixon’s increasingly
harder line against the living con-
ditions of all working people. The
government’s unemployment bu-
reaucracy has been makingitharder
to collect benefits and harder to
resist being forced into underpaid
jobs. To resist this injustice, the
Unemployment Grievance Commit-
tee of the Center for United Labor
Action has been helping unemployed
workers to fight for their rights.

The newest challenge to the Un-
employment Grievance Committee
is the new wage-price freeze, Nix-
on’s wage=-price freeze means high-
er prices for unemployed workers
and more unemployment for all
workers. The 10 per cent tax on
impoxts means that poor people,
who have to buy the cheapest goods,
must pay more for clothes, shoes;
etc. In addition to this, 100, 000
federal workers will be thrown out
of work by Nixon., But Nixon doesn’t
even stop there, The 10 per cent tax
credit for bosses on capital goods
means new machinery for auto-
mation, which in turn means cutting
jobs. Hundreds of thousands will be
added to the already six million
unemployed. And the price freeze
means that bosses will cut the
payroll to increase profits without

increasing prices.,

Once they’re laid off, newly un-
employed workers will find that
about one-third of all unemployed
workers are being denied benefits,
This is because the companies want
to avoid having to pay for the un=-
employment insurance of the work-
ers they lay off, One way the com-
panies avoid getting charged for
unemployment insurance is by re-
n:ﬁnm nwmwu. work force through

‘attrition,”” The new Postal Service
is an example of this. ‘‘Attrition”’
is a campaign of harassment with
job duty chanhges, shift changes,
delayed upgrading, speed-up, and
‘‘scheme tests.”” The purpose of
this harassment is to provoke quit~-
ting or else fire workers who fight
back individually. The bosses don’t
want one big layoff that would pro-
voke the workers into fighting back
together,

When you go to the unemployment
office to file a claim, you have to
face an interviewer who decides
if you can collect. He knows the
ins and outs of the law, but you
don’t. It’s like a kangaroo court
where, according to whatever the
boss says, the interviewer can ask
just the questions that build a case
against you. For example, if you
quit because of harassment, this is
called ‘‘quit without good cause®’
and you are denied. And if you
resisted the harassment and got
fired, this is called a “‘provoked
discharge’ and youare againdenied,

August 31, 1971

A PETITION
To Call a

National Emergency

Congress of All Labor

We the undersigned call upon our organization
(Name of organization here) to endorse the

idea of an immediate Emergency National congress of ALL Labor
to oppose the wage-freeze, demand a price roll back and the elimin-
ation of extortionate profits, and plan the kind of united action that
would force the corporations to agree to this program,

(NAME)

(ADDRESS)

Please submit this petition to your union after filling it out, or
if you have no union, return it to the address below:

CENTER FOR UNITED LABOR ACTION,

Labor Donated 8/25/71

167 W. 21st St, NYC 10011
Phone 212-741-0633

If you appeal the decision, you must
wait four months without your bene-
fits, only to end up railroaded by
the :HEHUEHSH referee.”” Inthe case
of a federal worker, the boss’ 5
word against yours is law and can’t
be challenged.

Laid-off workers who do manage
to get their benefits are forced into
underpaid jobs. If you Hmmcmm one of
the unemployment service’s rotten,
low=-paid jobs, you get busted off
:ntb_o«Bmum compensation, And if
you can’t find a job before your
benefits run out, then you must go
on welfare to pay the basic bills,
only to be forced into slave labor
jobs with your ‘pay’’ being the
meager welfare check, or else you

will be busted off welfare,

The Unemployment Grievance
Committee (of the Center for United
Labor Action) is organizing against
these injustices, which hit Black
and Third World people hardest.
We have been taking grievances
directly to the managers of the
unemployment offices and are de-
manding that all unemployed work-
ing people be put on the rolls
until they find a job, without being
forced into underpaid jobs. We have
gone with many people who have
come to us for help and forced the
manager to reverse unfavorable de-
cisions. As the wage-price freeze
causes more unemployment, we will
intensify the struggle,

- el el = o u i 4
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orkers,
youth, Gls,

BY BOB McCUBBIN

NEW YORK, August 17— Men like Richard

Nixon and his cohorts in Washington have found "

it necessary for years now to keep their visits
to New York City completely secret until after
they have happened. The reason for all this
sneaking around is obvious: they have been in-
creasingly fearful of the growing number of people
who see therm as class enemies and come out on
the street to oppose them at each public appear-
ance,

Thus, when an advance statement was given
out that Nixon would be speaking in New York the
evening of August 17, it was clear that he was
banking on a number of long-shots. Nixon fervently
hopes that his maneuvering and tricks in Southeast
Asia have fooled the American people into be-
lieving that the war has been ended. He also
hopes that he will somehow be able to deceive
the American workers into believing that the new
wage freeze is in their interest. So much- for
Nixon’s delusions. : :

Hundyreds

Youth Against War & Fascism immediately
called for a demonstration at the Waldorf Astoria
where Nixon was scheduled to speak to anevening

turn out 1o protest

- meeting of the Knights of Columbus, an organi-

zation of racist Catholic businessmen., By 7:30
p.m, this evening, over 400 people had assembled
across from the Waldorf with some highly poli-
tical messages for the moneymen inside the
fancy hotel,

Banners from several different organizations,
including YAWF, the Center for United Labor
Action, and the Asian Coalition, were visible and
raised slogans such as: ‘‘Stop Nixon’s War
Against the Poor,”” *“‘Nixon: Asia Belongs to the
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Asians’® and ““Tax Your Rich Pals, Not Us.”
Workers World Party was represented by a
banner which read: ‘‘Nixon’s Imperialist War
Brings Fascist Regimentation of Labor.”’ Similar
ideas were expressed in chants raised more or
less continuously by the block-long picket line.
Other organizations participating included Mo~
vimiento Pro Independencia, People’s Liberation
Movement, Women’s Bail Fund and Vietnam Vete-
rans Against the War, ,.

At the conclusion of the demonstration, the
picket line was transformed into a rally, complete
with portable sound equipment. Dave Axel of
YAWF chaired, The first speaker was Mike Tilli,
Chairman of the Center for United Labor Action,
He opened with the statement, ‘‘Yesterday Nixon
and big business brought their defeat in Vietnam
home to the American people, Nixon’s wage
control is a direct attack on the working people.
It leaves the workers at the mercy of big busi-
ness. ** Tilli pointed out that even the smallest
gains that the workers of this country have made
have required tremendous sacrifice and even
bloodshed, How is it possible to have faith or
trust in a government which, as its first action
to solve the economic crisis, lays off 100,000
government workers, he asked?

Defend  the right to strike!

As Tilli put it, ‘““Their real purpose is to
make up for what they couldn’t take away from
the Vietmamese people by taking it away from

the American worker.” He urged the workers

to defend and use their right to strike, to defy
injunctions against this right and to continue'to
fight for the higher wages necessary for a decent
life,

The next speaker was Naomi Cohen, co-
editor of WORKERS WORLD newspaper. She

pointed out that the capitalist press has been
telling us that this so-called wage-price freeze
is a new plan where everyone will have to sacri~
fice equally, But what evidence is there that the
big corporations are going to sacrifice anything
at all? ““Can you imagine them voluntarily giving
up any of their profits,” she said. ‘‘This new
plan is laying the economic basis for fascism by
regimenting labor in the interests of the mono-
polies, The workers have to get together and
fight it,”’ : :

The final speaker at the rally was Sue Higa
of the Third World Caucus of YAWF, She spoke
on how Nixon’s measures are affecting the
poorest people, theé majority of whom are Black,
Puerto Rican and Third World, She said that the
poor people are tired, ‘“Tired of working 5o haxd,
Tired of being the last hired and the first fired,
Tired of being thrown into concentration camps
for the crime of trying to survive. Does Nixon
care about this? No! He’s never been bitten by a
rat! Jail Nixon! Jail the Rich! Free the Pgor!
Power to the People!”’ |

A special message was brought to the assem-
bly by Greg Laxer of the American Servicemen’s
Union, Laxer (who spent 7 months in the stockade
for twice refusing to go to Vietnam) stated that
the ASU is totally opposed to the use of service-
women and men as scabs and strikebreakers and
intends to launch a major campaign to educate the
rank-and=file GIs about the real character of the
new econon ic policies.

Just before the end of the rally a woman
telephone worker took the mike to assure every-
one that the operators were not fooled by the
new measures and didn’t intend to take this
attack on their struggle lying down. ‘‘We can’t
live on $70 per week and we’re not going to
accept any less than we need, freeze or no
freeze!®

plinary procedures

designed to

give, will only serve to awaken and

as long as a year; men without skills

Letters

On August 15, while President
Nixon gave big business a shot in
the arm, he gave 100,000 federal
employees a stab in the back. While
making his announcement to insti-
tute wage and price control he also
ordered the elimination of 100,000
federal jobs, A cutback of this pro-
portion must certainly hit postal
workers.

The new agreement with the
Postal Service, signed just a month
ago, had a provision protecting us
from any layoffs during the duration
of the two-year contract. Alsointhe
contract, however, are new disci-

speed up the firing of a worker,
This, along withharassment and out-
right contract violations, may be
part of their plans to cut down on
the expenses of the post office.

At work, many young workers,
most of them Black veterans, feel
especially threatened. Along with
the usual racist harassment, the
post office’s plan to build new postal
facilities in the suburbs will force
many Black workers out of their
jobs.

The most ominous aspect of the
wage=price freeze is the collabora-
tion between Nixon and Postmaster
general Blount during the contract
negotiations, It has become evident
that Nixon tipped the government
negotiators off that a wage freeze
was coming.

This conspiracy between the dif-
ferent government agencies, along
with the belp of the union leaders,
to deny us a contract they promised
and signed, but never intended to

unify the workers and prepare them
for a struggle for a real contract
and a union which represents them
and doesn’t poseas a cover for our

bosses, —J.P., postal worker

*EE %k

To the 200 production workers
of a rather large mail order shop
in Brooklyn, the wage-price freeze
was quite important. The workers
here are attempting to bring a union
into a shopthat has been unorganized
for the 40 years it has been in
business. The struggle to organize
has lasted over three years and the
union now has the support of a major-
ity of the workers. They are about to
call an election. But they also now
face the fact that a wage freeze
means they are supposedly not al-
lowed ‘““by law’’ to get the raises of
a union contract. _

Women in the shop for -as long
ag five years still earn $90; men
running presses have not received
raises for six months and some for

who lug boxes for shipping are oftén
making less than $100 after a year,
regardless of the size of the family
they suppoxrt.

A meeting was held in a nearby
bar after work in order to discuss
the problems of continuing the or-
ganizing drive, Even the hesitant
workers came to realize that without
a union, the wage freeze would give
the company even more excuse to
push production and lay off workers
so that it could increase its profits
without raising its prices.

So wage freeze or no wage freeze
the employees have the strength they
always had to threaten production
and those very profits, If the union
needs new members, more dues, let
it back us for our crucial -demand:
more money, Wage freeze or no wage
freeze, the company, too, must pay
its due,

--R.F.; a worker for the union

~ (More letters on page 11)
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Fascism starts with freeze on labor

BY M. MARGOLIES
€¢

Nixon's wage freeze, his ‘‘re-
quest’’ for an end to strikes during
the 90-day period, and recent other
anti-labor attacks could only be
described as fascist-like in char-
acter., The capitalist system in the
US. is in deep crisis and the
bosses have been demanding a con-
tinuous and ever-increasing flow of
profits. In order to achieve this,
the big capitalists have directed the
Nixon government to intervene in
the so-called ‘‘free® economy--
especially to straitjacket the work-
ing class.

In order to save capitalism, their
main purpose, fascist states such
as Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy
generally began by creating con-
ditions that permitted the slashing
of wages., This included the null-
ification of union contracts, the
abolition of the right to strike,

and the destruction of the labor
unions. Under Nazi rule, German
wages dropped, to the cheers of
the bosses, between 25 and 40 per
cent between January 30, 1933 and
the summer of 1935. This is what
the U.S. capitalist class is aiming
for.

The bankers and industrialists are
perfectly willing to dump ‘‘democ-
racy” in order to guarantee their
profits. Isn’t the right to a contract
--like the big money ones for Lock-
heed, Boeing, etc.-- usually defen-
ded by the bosses and most of their
government officials? But now whemr
the workers win some gains intheir
contracts, the bosses want to cancel
it, tear it up, for 90 days gr
longerx — if they can get away with it,

The right to strike has been up-
held, in their courts, any number of
times. And, in fact, the Bill of Rights
says, ‘‘Neither slavery, nor involun-

tary servitude ... shall exist within
the United States....”’ Nixon is now
requesting that strikes not take
place, at least during the 90 days.
(This ““request® is backed up by the
threat of court injunctions, scabs
and even troops if the workers don’t
comply.) Nixon is preparing to push
this harder and harder, as well as
trying to continue some kind “of
freeze after the 90 days are up.
Without the right to strike against
the boss, a worker is a slave,

The Nazi Goering said, ““We must
work doubly hard today-- eight hours
a day is not enough, We must work,””
Nixon calls upon the workers to
‘“sacrifice,”” too. Fascism has not
yet conquered in the U,S, But the
bosses are capable of doing any-
thing to preserve their system--
anything for a profit. The workers
are the only ones capable of stop-
ping them,

Happy Days _..>..m,\_._—.
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The great price freeze fraud

BY JERRY ZILG

“I am today ordering a freeze on all prices
and wages throughout the United States for a
period of 90 days,”” said Nixon in a national
broadcast. But what he really meant was a
freeze on wage increases, not price increases.

A Federal decree freezing prices has never
worked in the past and won’t work now. Richard
Nixon knows this, He was a Senator in 1952 when
Truman’s price and wage freeze didn’t stop
consumer prices from rising 4 per cent, He
was an aspiring politician during World War II
when Roosevelt’s freeze didn’t stop consumer
prices from rising 45 per cent,

In both those periods, U.S. Presidents autho-
rized ““mandatory’ price freezes on big business,
but Nixon doesn’t even try that—his price
freeze is “‘voluntary,” During World Wsr II,
an official government board set prices; again,
Nixon doesn’t even try that. Under his decree,
corporations are left to themselves to set prices,
as if regulated by some magic hand of free
competition. But the age of free competition has
long been gone., Today giant monopolies extort
huge profits and set prices purely according to
their own greedy whim.

Like during World War II, when big business
made $22 billion a year in profits, the highest
in history up to that time, U,S. corporations
are expecting higher and higher profits under

Nixon’s wage freeze, especially when the workers

- will have no way to fight speedups and wage cuts

if they obey Nixon’s ‘‘no strike’’ demand,

World War II was a bonanza for big business
despite Roosevelt’s supposed price freeze., Cor-
porations raised their prices by 45 per cent
under Roosevelt’s Office of Price Administration
and raked in a 250 per cent rise in profits, while
wages of workers were frozen and 88,100 workers
were killed on the job, 11,112,000 injured.. Most
workers worked 48 hours a week under a no-
strike ban imposed by Roosevelt, While FDR
summoned his armed crusade supposedly for
‘“Four Freedoms,” including ‘“Freedom from
want,”” over 86 per cent of the American working
class earned less than $50 a week, below the
minimum standard of decent living set by the
government itself,

During the “‘cold war® against world socia-
lism and the witchhunt against militant trade
unions at home, U,S, corporate profits rose
69 per cent, while the real wages of American
workers actually fell by 5 per cent. Today,
there is nothing to stop a cut in wages again,
or even further layoffs. Nixon’s freeze is a
freeze on wage increases, not a freeze on
wage decreases. Significantly, Nixon did not
propose a ““job freeze” that would protect work-
ers from layofis,

No one can keep an eye on 4ll the thousands
of items on sale in just the average supermarket
or department store. Nixon also knows this,
Yet his decree fails to apply any government

watchdog. In fact, Nixon pledged that no “‘bureau~
cracy” would be set up. When he promises no
government bureaucracy, he is actually promising
the monopolies that they will not be bothered
with government enforcement.

Big business is the only target that would
need a bureaucracy to enforce wage-price
controls, because labor’s wages are already
policed—by the bosses. It is the cbrporations
that control the payment of wages, and one
should have no doubt as to how efficiently they
will serve as a watchdog over labor, As for the
corporations themselves, Nixon says let their
greed be their guide.

There is only one solution to the economic
crisis for the majority of the people. Only the
workers themselves can be their own protectors
on the job or off, That has been the history of
the American working class in the last century,
Only the workers themselves can enforce price
controls over big business. By taking over the
supermarkets, the department stores, the
factories, and setting up their own regulators.
By striking today, as 3.5 million workers did
in 1945 and 4.6 million in 1946, more than ever
before in U.S, history despite an attempted strike
ban and wage freeze by the government, Only the
workers can chart their own destinies in a
Teasonable way for the common good. This is
their right, won through a century of struggle
with nothing but harassment from government,
a right which no dictatorial decree from the
White House can take away,
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CWA workers on strike against Western Union,

Nixon - low man on the telephone poll

By a CWA worker, Local 1101

Two telephone workers, picketing
the building they walked out of five
weeks earlier to win a better con-
tract, angry and frustrated, spoke

. bitterly about Nixon and his wage-

freeze.

‘“What’s the word, brother?”’

““No time for words, brother,
get a gun.”’

A few feet away, leaning against
the police barricades that were
placed up and down the block to
hamstring our picket line, a few
other telephone workers were also
talking about the wage freeze.

‘““There’s gonna be some kind of
strike, something big, like what
happened in France a couple years
m.mcl._-

The worker who spoke was talking
about the general strike of ten
million French workers in 1968,
and the other workers standing a-
round nodded their agreement. We
had heard that the West Coast long-
shoremen were staying out, and the
auto workers’ union said they would
walk out in December if they didn’t
get their raise, and it seemed nat-
ural to us that if all the big unions

N

The boss
couldn’t do it,

so the gov't.
IS trying

stuck together and refused to accept
this wage freeze, we could all go
on strike together and force Nixon
to repeal it,

‘‘Nixon didn’t freeze profits, or
stock dividends,”” a worker ob-
served, though this was something
that we all knew., That the rich
were exempt from the freeze in-
creased tremendously the resent-
ment we all felt, and workers kept
talking about it. -

Nixon a strikebreaker

Our strike against the New York
Telephone Company is in its sixth
week, and the government is trying
to force us back to work with the
same lousy pay and lousy conditions
we had under our old contract. We
had voted to reject the company’s
offer, and everyone felt that we
would soon be back to work with a
real victory. The New York State lo-
cals of the Communication Workers
of America had defied the company
and the International, and now Nixon
was trying to rob us of our victory,
our new contract, our right to strike,
and even our union, .

At first, some of the workers

.thought that with no chance for a

By a CWA worker, Local 1190

NEW YORK-- After five weeks
of striking against the Bell System,
the New York state plant locals
and my local, 1190, CWA, in Western
Electric installation, have refused
to buckle under the pressures of
the company and union head, Joe
Bierne. They want us to accept a
contract that was rejected by the
plant locals in New York state,
We have been holding out for a
contract which will at least make
up for the wage losses we have
taken over the past few years.

Every morning on the picket line
I have been aware of a feeling
growing, a feeling that we’re in
for a tough fight, that we can win
only by sticking together with New
York plant local 110l. Every mor-
ning as the shift was supposed to

raise, we might as well return to
work, especially since the bills
were piling up, But we still had to
fight for a new contract; we need
a better pension, more vacation
time, better medical coverage, and
other benefits as well as more
money., We still have to bargain
for' these issues even if we couldn’t
get an immediate raise. Nixon’s
edict was designed to make us
believe our union could do nothing
for us anymore, and that we should
lay down our only weapon against
the harassment, the racism, the
lousy conditions, the health and
safety hazards, the firings and the
speedups. Nixon was stepping into
the role of Number One strike-
breaker and union-buster,

The eight-hour-day has long been
dead and buried fortelephone work-
‘ers. We work twelve hours a day,
six and seven days a week; tele-
phone workers have even sold their
vacations back to the company. We
were hoping, with a new contract
and a good raise, that we could
cut down on some of the overtime.
We were looking forward to having
more time at home with our fam-
ilies, Nixon’s edict has sent the
eight-hour-day into oblivion,

start we could see that the guys
in the other locals weren’t cross-
ing our lines.

Just when we were beginning to
hurt the Bell monopoly with the
cable breakdowns that weren’t being
repaired and the lagging installation
schedules, Nixon did the dirty work
for the company. He and his crew
hit us with a wage and price freeze.
They said it was no use striking;
we can’t win our demands; in fact
we have to go back after five weeks
with no wage raise at all! They
are even threatening to bring in-
junctions against us to force us
back to work and break our strike.
And they are forcing a federal
mediator into the negotiations be-
tween the New York plant locals
and the company. The workexrs on
the line are getting a firsthand
lesson in the collusion between the

Even our six-month progression
raises are wiped out. Ninety percent
of New York’s telephone workers
have not yet reached top pay, and
now it looks like we never will.
The company made sure to give
their supervisors a fat raise before
August 14, so only the workers are
getting ‘“frozen’’(though ‘‘burned’’
is a better description).

Phone workers: need unity

Now that the company and the
government have joined forces a-
gainst the workers, it is all the
more necessary for telephone work-
ers that we unite among ourselves.
Operators, clerks and plant depart-
ment workers could close down the
whole company if we could only
overcome management’s tactics of
divide-and-conquer., Racism has
been the company’s best weapon
to keep us divided from ourselves,
and it is racism that the white work-
ers must fight.

Telephone workers can defeat
Nixon’s wage freeze. We can defeat
the company’s harassment and low
pay. Let us unite and give Nixon
and the company a taste of our
power,

government and the bosses. And
we are madi

Even though Western Electric lo-
cals in the CWA have settled for a
contract in the rest of the country,
our brothers and sisters here have
rejected it and are refusing to go
back to work under the old con-
tract.

We aren’t going to take the old
contract,or the one just “‘settled”
either, while all of us are being
hit by Nixon’s freeze. What do we
have to go back to? 1955 wages
and 1971 prices both controlled by
the company with the blessing of
the government? Further threats
of union busting by Nixon’s decrees?
Loss of our progression raises?
We aren’t going to take this strike-
breaking and strong-arm tactic by
the government. We’re staying out
together! .
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~ Strikes continue

Buffalo

despite edict

BUFFALO-- nNixon’s television
announcement on August 15 ushered
in a policy of open economic war-
fare against the working masses
of this country, and here on the
Niagara Frontier, its effects were
like that of a delayed action bomb,

Initially, there was confusion and
suspicion among workers who were
unable to see through the Nixon
wage-price but no profit freeze.
But there was a healthy distrust
of this latest onslaught on labor
as big business and bankers sang
praises to the plan. As workers
in this pro-union, highly industri-
alized area began to understand
that the ““wage freeze’’ meant loss
or delay of negotiated wage in-
creases for the next 90 days and
an attempt to put a moratorium on
strikes, there was open anger. and
defiance,

This anger, and a realization of
the class nature of Nixon’s move,
was reflected in a statement by
Peter J, Rybka, International Vice-
President for the American Fed-
eration of Grain Millers, AFL-CIO,
He stated, ‘‘We think the working

people have been short-changed.
Those people who have been unable
to open their contract for negotiation
in the last few years are just out
of luck. But business gets a 10
percent tax rebate and 5 percent
permanent tax write-off. Profits
and interest rates haven’t been fro-
zen and that helps business and the
bankers,”’ \

The wage freeze announcement
comes at a time of many strike
actions in the Buffalo area, These
include several thousand workers
of the Communication Workers of
America and sympathetic ‘indepen-
dent union operators and business
office workers honoring CWA picket
lines as telephone workers enter
the seventh week in their strike
against the Bell Telephone System.
As one CWA worker put it, ‘“Nix-
on’s phony moves to confuse us
have only made us stronger. We
aren’t going back until we negot-
iate a decent contract.”

Other striking locals in the area
are: USW Local 2248 at Bliss and
Laughlin Steel, Iron Workers Shop-~
men Local, 576 and USW Locals
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1191 and 4537 at the American Stan-
dard plants, Two locals represent=
ing about 2,000 workers at the Wox-
thington plants in Buffalo and Wells-
ville=- confused by Nixon’s new
attack on labor-- returned to work
the day following the wage-price
announcement. At this writing, UAW
Local 508 at Niagara Machine and
Tool has reached tentative agree-
ment after a l7-week-long strike
bere.

Workers on the picket line at
Bell Telephone discussing the wage
freeze brought up the question, *‘ y
was the freeze limited to 90 days?”’
They all generally agreed that Nixon
and his banker bosses, fearful of
mass strike aetion against the.
freeze, had decided on a 90-day
test period which could be extended
indefinitely...if no major resist-
ance was encountered from the
workers. All present agreed that
the next three months were crucial
for the entire labor movement and
that mass demonstrations and
strikes should be organized to let
Nixon know what labor thinks about
his latest antielabor moves.

Delaware

Workers
petition for

WILMINGTON-— We at the Dela-
ware Center for United Labor Action
(CULA) see Nixon’s recent edict of
wage and price freeze as an attack
on working people and the poor, The
wage freeze means that every mea-

_ger raise a worker was looking

forward to, whether won in the shops
or on the picket line, is erased.
It also means that 5 per cent of the
federal government employees will
lose their jobs and welfare
recipients, whose incomes are al-
ready below subsistence, will re-
ceive further cutbacks, while big
business gets a 10 per cent tax
write off,

But of even greater importance
is that Nixon’s edict of wage freeze
takes away those rights that we as
working people have fought so dearly
for —the right of collective bar-
gaining and the right to strike towin
our demands., (By now everyone
knows that the second stage of Ni-
xon’s plan is to outlaw strikes and
extend the wage freeze.) In theface
of this attack on labor, Delaware’s
workers and the Delaware Center for
United Labor Action are not
remaining silent.

In the Electric Hose and Rubber
plant in Wilmington, workers are
passing around a petition deman-
ding that their International take
both a verbal stand against the
wage freeze and move to organize a
general strike, Almost 130 sig-

_ natures have been collected in just

the short period of time since

Nixon’s announcement. The workers
had been promised a wage raise
as of September 1— now, of course,
that raise is wiped out,

Electric Hose and Rubber workers
are by no means the only workers
enraged by this wage freeze, At the
nearby Phoenix Steel plant in Clay-
mont, Delaware, the workers were
so angered that the bosses thought
a walkout was imminent.

Local radio talk-shows were buz-
zing all week with irate calls from
workers who pointed out who would
benefit from the wage freeze—big
business — and who would be hurt —
the working people.

The Delaware Center for United
Labor Action issued a leaflet
explaining what the wage and price
freeze would mean, We pointed out
that the price freeze was a fraud,
first because there is no one to en-
force it. We know who will enforce
the wage freeze, however—the
bosses, of course, Second, price
control is not the same as profit
control, Price controls will only
help the corporations compete more
effectively abroad and, because of
the freeze on our wages, ensure
higher profits for big business and
more speedups and layoffs for us.

The Delaware Center for United
Labor Action is demanding that
profits be frozen, not wages. We
intend to do more to organize to
stop this wage freeze. Nixon and
big business have not heard the
last from ‘Delaware workers and
the poor, —-Delaware CULA

Cleveland
Locals
reject

freeze

CLEVELAND — When Nixon issued the wage
freeze and the orders not to strike, some 4,000

workers in the Cleveland area responded by just -

continuing their strikes. Many were, of course,
confused and shocked by this sweeping attack on
labor, but they just continued to walk the picket
lines as usual, Some of the pickets who were inter-
viewed by TV and other news media minced no
words in expressing their feelings about Nixon’s
actions against them, They indicated they have
no intention of giving up the fight for new contracts
which include better wages, pensions, etc., if
they can possibly help it. g

Striking workers are more openly opposed to,
Nixon’s order than most other workers because
they have been attacked while in the midst of a
struggle against their boss. William Jennings,
representative of the workers at Addressograph-
Multigraph, the largest group on strike in this
city, charged that management was trying to
break the strike by using Nixon’s order and thereby
forcing the members back to the plant. where
regressive work rules are threatened.

Frank Obuch, president of a UAW Local where
1,400 members are on strike against Alcoa, said
the workers would be “‘double losers’ because
they would lose on wage increases and non-eco-
nomic issues, too. Lawrence Lanskroner, an
attorney for the UAW, stated, ‘‘This is just another

Gestapo-~like tactic of the Nixon administrationto
hurt the iod&:.m man and help the fat cats of the
business world. . :

Other unions and organizations representing
workers openly defied the President’s order by
stating that they will demand wage increases in
the freeze period. The Cleveland Typographical
Workers Union threatened to shut down Greater
Cleveland’s printing industry unless the workers
get their wage increases during the wage-freeze
period. And the Ohio Education Association said
they may recommend a strike if the wage freeze
is applied to previously negotiated contracts.

Who likes the wage freeze and the anti-strike
order?.You guessed itl Big Business is right
there and so is their puppet news media, Thomas
Patton, head of Republic Steel, was “‘delighted”
with Nixon’s rulings against workers and against
his competitors, This boss, who is a director of
such companies as AT&T and the Metropolitan
Life Insurance Company, long has been distin-
guished as Cleveland’s highest-paid executive
with an annual salary of $320,000. In fact,
according to the Cleveland Plain Dealer, ‘“The
Cleveland business and industrial community gen-
erally hailed the move and theught it would
strengthen the city’s economy.”” And particularly
the vast machine tool industry saw the rich
harvest coming from the investmem tax credits
for business,
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On the organizing front

Seattle

Commemorate San Rafael

SEATTLE, August 7-- Today was
the first anniversary of the revolu-
tionary courtroom escape attempt
at San Rafael, California. Inspired
by this heroic act, Frank: Little
YAWF and supporters took to the
streets today to demand freedom for
Ruchell Magee, Angela Davisandall
political prisoners. Carrying alarge
banner which read, ‘““Free Angela,
Free Ruchell, Avenge the heroes of
San Rafael,” we marched through
Seattle’s downtown shopping district
chanting the above slogan and *“Pri-
sons areconcentration camps for the
poor.’”” We then rallied atthe farm-
ers market and held a street meeting
in order to reach the large number
of working people who shop there.

Mike Blake, from Inside Out, a
prison support organization, and an
ex-inmate from Walla Walla State
concentration camp, spoke emphasi=-
zing that all prisoners are political
since they are in prison because of

Detroit

their poverty. Theresa Williams of
YAWF enumerated some of the ma-
jor political prisoners who have been
railroaded into U,S, concentration
camps. She spoke about Elmer Dixon
of the Seattle Black Panthers who
was recently given six years on a
trumped-up charge, and of the Sole-
dad Brothers. Stan Skjeie of YAWF
then spoke explaining why the bro-
thers at San Rafael took the mili-
tant action theydid, since theywere
victims of years of brutality at the
hands of the racist concentration
camp system,

The street meeting attracted quite

-a few shoppers who stopped andlis-

tefied, The demonstrators effective-
ly brought the issue of political pri-
soners to working people and raised
the case of Angela Davis and Ruchell
Magee, who face death at the hands
of the racist U,S, government.

— Frank Little YAWF

Women prisoners sit-in;
supporters demonstrate

DETROIT, August 21— The
women at the Detroit House of
Correction (DeHoCo) have been
holding a sit-in for the past few
days to protest the horrible prison
conditions there. Hearing of this,

New York

the Prisoner Solidarity Committee
(PSC) of Detroit Youth Against War
& Fascism went out to DeHoCo
today to stage a demonstration of
solidarity with our DeHoCo sisters.

When we arrived, the road leading

Museum workers strike

NEW YORK, August 21— Mem-
bers of the first organized union
of museum professionals in the
U.S., ignoring President Nixon’s
ban on strikes and wage increases,
set up picket lines yesterday around
the Museum of Modern Art here.
The strike, called by Local 1, Mu-

seum Division, Distributive Wor-

kers of America (affiliated with
District 65), is to protest the mu-
seum’s arbitrary firing of eight
employees during negotiations over
programs, policy participation and

the museum’s announcement of plans:

for staggered layoffs of 53 employ-
ees, including 36 union members.
‘““You are all expendable,” mu-

‘2.gewn director John Hightower told

the staff yesterday. ‘“The sole func-

tion of this museum is hanging
paintings,.”” Especially those be-
longing to museum trustees like
David and Nelson Rockefeller. As
for the complaints about the Mu-
seum’s 50 ‘per cent cutback on
educational programs, the public
be damned. As for any share by
the professional staff inthe decision
making, the workers be damned.

Hightower be.damned, said the
union and they walked out, enfor=-
cing a 3 to 1 strike vote. Since then,
militant pickets have surrounded
the museum’s main entrance, chal-
lenging the privilege of rich trus-
tees” to make a publicly financed
museum here a mere warehouse
for their owntreasures.

iR

to the women’s section was blocked
by a prison guard in his car. We
marched straight past him, unfurl-
ing our banners and flags and

chanting ‘‘Detroit House of Cor-
rection, power to your insur=-
rection.” .

The women were still outside, and
when they heard us they ran to the
gates, cheering and screaming, a
few hundred strong. The gate by now
was blocked by several prisoncars,
so we formed our picket line a
little distance off, chanting,
‘‘DeHoCo jail, youbetter start shak-
ing, prisoner power is in the
making,”’

As we picketed and rapped to
our sisters, expressing our soli-
darity, the cops constantly harassed
our picket line, threateningto arrest
us if we didn’t get off prison
property. We stood our ground as
long as possible and then marched
back to the road chanting, ‘‘Jail

the rich, free the Joor, power to

the prisoners’ war.”” ;
By this time our cars had been

ticketed, and the Wayne County Sher-

" iff was threatening to tow them away,

s0 the drivers began driving up and
down the road while the rest of us
marched to the DeHoCo’s men’s
section to let them know what the
women were doing and what action
we had taken in their support.

We could hear the men whistling
as we approached and could see
their shadows in the windows
watching us. After about 10 minutes,
we moved further ‘down the road,
where one of our drivers had told
us there were some prisoners out-
side. There were about 50 of them,
all with fists raised to greet us.
As soon as we arrived, the cops
forced them back out of sight. We
left, vowing to return again, to
continue the fight for the oppressed
who are incarcerated in concentra-
tion camps across the country.
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Vietnam

and the opium

of the people

factory
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by JERRY ZILG

Contrary to middle class mythology, a jobprovides
no fortress against the onslaught of addictive drugs.
In fact, those few returning Gls lucky enough to land
jobs ».5& that work in >Bmﬂow only encourages
further drug abuse,

Teamsters by the thousands take ‘‘speed’ (am=-
phetamines) to stay awake while they drive trucks
into the ground (and occasionally into other cars)
trying to meet their bosses’ tight schedule for fast,
profitable deliveries, In the plants, drugs are usually
taken by younger workers who are given the dirtier,
noisier jobs, those jobs most psychologically dama-
ging.

There is always a reason behind the drug madness,
In July, 1968, for example, a police raid on GM’s
Fremont, California plant brought fifteen drug arrests.
ZoE._ﬂ:m prices set by the nation’s greedy monopolies
had forced many of the men to work overtime to
meet their bills, Denny Lemmond, the former chair-
man of the union’s shop committee, recalls that
many workers took amphetamines in oudmﬂ to be
able to work twelve straight hours. ‘‘Men Bpmwn
just start running through the plant moumm:E.m.
he said. ‘““They’d leave the line and start running,”
Meanwhile, the bosses at home, like drug-dealing
Ky in <mm3m9. count their Uuomnm.

Raids on plants are on the increase across the
country. Sometimes, however, the target is not the
anti-social drug pusher but the militant trade unionist,
Under the cover of a drug raid, police often rid
the bosses of their unruly class opponents who demand
better conditions and higher pay. In this important
way, drugs play a repressive role in the factory
similar to that in the oppressed communities, They
provide an excuse for police attacks, as well as the
additional function of doping rank-and-file militancy
into addiction.

August 31, 1931

Nor is drug addiction confined to the unskilled
worker. Eo_umﬂn L. Noeller, community service head
for San Diego’s. AFL=-CIO states that ‘‘recently there
has been a greater incidence among crafts, such as
machinists, plumbers and carpenters,” And the
disease has grown into a social epidemic., The
National Industrial Conference Board of New York
reports that 53 per cent of 222 companies surveyed
throughout America admit some drug problem among
the workers. Dr, David Sohn, medical director of
Laboratory for owHoB»nomHmﬁE\ of New York reports
that of 50,000 tests taken in the last two years,
4,500 HoEHmmn cases of detectable drug abuse, ex-
oE&nm 1LSD, A survey by Associated Fn:mnﬂmm of
Massachusetts reports that workers in one out of
every five companies have drug problems.

““In one form or another,”” admitted the New York
Times of June 21, 197], :nﬂnm taking on the job—
shooting heroin in the men’s rooms, swallowing
amphetamines at the water fountain—has become
a problem of national proportions.’”” What was covert-
ly allowed to happen in the interests of profit has now
come home to confront big business. For one form
of drug addiction. may keep a worker awake, but
another may impair his or her ability to produce —
the source of every boss’s profit. As an economy
primarily motivated by profit must o<m:ﬂcm=q. reveal
its wealth of mad contradictions, so also is there-
an internal contradiction for the U,S., economy in the
fabulous profits of the billion=dollar drug industries.

From the lonely suburb to the teeming ghetto,
from high school to Vietnam to the offices and the
factories, heroin and other addictive drugs stalk
the nation’s youth like a terrible plague as profit-
motivated capitalism and its wars of conquest drag
the American people down to lower and lower depths
of degradation,

Appeal for Palestine Liberation
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(credit: LNS/Kamal Boullata)

BROTHERS AND SISTERS:

Since the massacres of Septem-
ber 1970, and especially now, since
the slaughter in Jerash and Ajloun
of July 1971; hundreds of Pales-
tinian workers, peasants, and stu-
dents have been arrested by the
fascist Jordanian regime, The most
committed of our youth have dise
appeared, and no one knows of their
whereabouts, It is obvious that they
are either being murdered or being
tortured in the notorious detention
camps of the Jordanian intelligence
service and the prisons of Amman
and Jafar, The only knowledge we
have of them is through reports of

Expanding
Empire
by VINCENT COPELAND

‘“The basic cause of the US.,
invasion —of Vietnam lies deep
within the social and economic
system of the United States, it-
gelf, The ssion was built
in, and the Asian war was pre-
determined ummonm Lyndon John-
son was born,”

To obtain the above pamphlet,
send 50¢, plus 10¢ postage, to:
Workers World Publishers

~ 46 West 2lst Street
New York, N.Y, 10010

the Jordanian press, announcing that
so-and-so has been sentenced to
death, but giving no mention of the
nature of the court nor details om
the trial’s proceedings.

Workers and students of the world,
friends of the Palestinian revolution
everywhere, show your solidarity
with the Palestinian prisoners.
There is no time to lose, for with
every passing day your _umummﬂﬂmn
brothers and sisters are subjected
to more psychological and physical
torture. At present, there are at
least 2,300 fedayeen in prison, not
ooE_nEm the other nuocmmsam of po-
litical prisoners,

We call on you to demand the
immediate release of our prisoners.

Send your petitions to the butchexs
of Amman, and organize demonstra-
tions mm&.:mn the Jordanian fascists
and the American imperialists who
are arming them, Let the whole
world know that we will not remain
silent while the blood of those who
are giving their lives for the li-
beration of the oppressed is flowing.

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS
IN JORDANI

LONG LIVE THE PALESTINIAN
REVOLUTION!

REVOLUTION UNTIL VICTORY!

Progressive Arab Students —New
York
Palestine Liberation Organization

BE IN THE STRUGGLE WITH YAWF

A

YOUTH AGAINST WAR & FASCISM
is an anti-imperialist organization “of
militant youth, active since 1962 in-
every aspect of the struggle in the
United States—from protestig against
the war in Vietnam, to demonstrating
in- support of Black liberation, to
walking picket lines in solidarity with

i- striking workers. .
MANY OF the activities YAWF is

{ involved in are reflected on these

' Organizing Front pages. |f you are in-
terested in learning more about YAWF

. fill in this coupon and send it to
YAWF, 58 W. 25 St., New York, N.Y.




