Political deal to
cripple Social Security

Republicans, DmSooazm conspire to steal from elderly
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mm__w. in Oakland, Calif., on Jan. 15. See page 12.
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Detroit, Buffalo rallies

for jobs and food
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U.S., Honduras plan war games
on Nicaragua border —p.9

By Sharon Shelton
°J >Z UARY 18—On Saturday, a committee
of Republican and Democratic congressmen
announced they have come up with a plan to
“do something’” about Social Security. -

They did not, however, call for a direly
needed increase in benefits for the millions
of elderly workers who are desperately
struggling for survival as the economy
worsens.

Instead, the National Commission on
Social Security Reform, a group appointed
by Reagan in the fall of 1981 after his initial
attempt to gut benefits failed, voted 12-3 to
hike Social Security withholding taxes by -
$40 billion while ‘‘delaying’’ a cost-of-living
increase;, a cutback- which would throw

~.millions of recipients below the poverty line:

Bipartisan conspiracy

Widely hailed in the big business press as
an example of “‘bipartisan cooperation,” the
planisreally an example of a bipartisan con-
spiracy to rob retired workers of their
rightful benefits.

Yet to be voted on by Uoﬁr houses of Con-

gress, the plan represents a compromiise bet-

ween Democrats, who wanted to get the
money by imposing higher income taxes,
and Republicans who wanted to cut benefits
outright.

By agreeing to this rotten compromise,

which includes for the first time imposing an
. Continued on page 4
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Tenth anniversary of legalized abortion to be marked
Women to protest attacks on reproductive rights

WW photo: PADDY COLLIGAN

Abortion rights were won and extended by actions like the one above.
New mﬁcmw_@a will be _._mmnmn to defend these rights.

zm_oo__: X

By Susan Groenevelt

TEN YEARS AGO on January
22,1973, after women petitioned,
rallied, and demonstrated from
coast to coast, the Supreme
Court legalized women's right to
abortiom in its landmark Roe v.
Wade decision. Today, instead of
marking the anniversary with
gala celebrations, reproductive
rights activists are continuing to
struggle against a barrage of
anti-abortion attacks.

. Federal restrictions, state
laws, city ordinances, constitu-
tional amendments, and court
orders, all” spearheaded by a
small reactionary minority, are
aimed at rendering Roe v. Wade
null and void. The most serious
and possibly far-reaching will be
the Supreme Court ruling due
this spring on the legality of the
Missouri, Virginia, and Akron,
Ohio, restrictions. If the court
rules “in their favor, it will be
declaring ‘*open season for anti-
abortionists. Each state and city
will then be able to make its own
regulations, in effect returning
abortion to its pre-1973 status.
v The anti-abortion offensive
began in 1977 when the Hyde
Amendment refused federal
Medicaid funding for abortion
(although the federal govern-

ment continues to pay 90% for
sterilization). Poor women, most
often Native, Asian, Latin, and
Black, are being forced Lo beg,
borrow, or steal Lo pay for the
procedure or.risk their lives with
home remedies or at the hands of
back-alley abortionists. The first
victim of the Hyde Amendment
was Rosie Jimenez, a young
Chicana working mother only six
months short of a degree in
education. She is proof of how
this law discriminates against
Third World women, making the
call for ‘‘safe, legal, accessible
abortions for all women" an ab-
solute demand.

Reagan cuts women's rights
by executive dictate

What anti-abortion legislation
Reagan has not been able to get
through Congress, he is trying to
institute by administrative dic-
tate. Last fall; regulations were
drawn up requiring that all
facilities receiving federal funds
provide clearly differentiated
services for abortions. Hospitals
and clinics will have to spend
millions of dollars to comply or
risk forfeiting the sorely needed
funds or, worse yet, close down.,
Many may simply elect to stop
providing abortions.

Inarelated measure, Secretary
Schweiker's parting shot is a so-
called *‘squeal law,” designed to
curb teenage sexuality by requir-
ing parental notification when
women under 18 receive prescrip-
tion birth control at federally
funded facilities.

Ruling class targets women

All these attacks on abortion
rights are part and parcel of a
general anti-woman, anti-poor,
anti-everybody-except-the-rich
campaign. The ruling class needs
scapegoatls for the unemploy-
ment crisis it created, so they are
trying to blame it on *‘too many
women in the workforce,” at the
same time they have defeated the
ERA and are closing down
childcare centers.

But women are fighting back
and using this 10th anniversary
toorganize for all the rights need-
ed Lo guarantee them reproduc-
tive freedom: the means to raise
healthy children, such as jobs,
full social services, equality; sex
education and birth control; liv-
ing openly as lesbians; as well as
no forced sterilization and free,
safe, legal, accessible abortions.
Over 70 organizations in the
Reproductive Rights National
Network are planning events—

February is Black History Month

Waitch for special
noqouwaa in Workers World

fromrallies in Seattle and Boston
to counter-pickets in Cleveland
and Iowa City. In New York a
city-wide coalition is organizing
a two-part motorcade ‘that will
carry the message of reproduc-
tive rights from the Bronx and
Brooklyn to Manhattan, where a
follow-up event will be held at
Casa de Las Americas. For more
information call the Committee
for Abortion Rights and Against
Sterilization >Ucmo at {212)

In This Issue...

SOCIAL SECURITY

The widely hailed “bipartisan ef-
fort” to “do something’ about
Social Security is in reality a bipar-
tisan conspiracy to rob retired
I .workers of their rightful benefits.
Hro plan proposed by the National
Commission on Social Security
Reform represents a rotten com-
' promise ‘betwéen Democrats mba
Republicans.: Amumw.m 1)

SAVING JC HOSPITAL

Community activists have launch-
ed a major struggle to save Jersey
City Medical Center from being
shut down. The hospital is declar-

ing itself “bankrupt.” The All-
Peoples Congress, calling this ‘“il-
legal,” has intervened in the courts
and on the streets to “Stop the
layoffs, keep the hospital open!”
(Page 4.)

MASSACRE IN MEMPHIS

The media claimed it was an effort
to save a Uomomgms from “‘crazed
religious. zealots.” But the cop
mrooﬁ.o:« in Memphis last week
was a_racist massacre of seven
Black. .people. Workers World
spoke with a well-known Black
community. activist in Memphis
who was at'the séene during most

.of the"police siege: (Page 12.)
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In part 2 of his feature series, Sam
Marcy recounts the experience of a
small plant facing imment o_omEW
to show why workers have’a pro-
perty right to their jobs. Not only
do workers have every legal right
to defend that property right, but
Marcy shows what can actually be
done, in the face of the current
catastrophic economic conditions,
to turn around the vicious plant
shutdown-unemployment cycle.
(Page 7.)

APPLICATIONS

NOT BEINC 1
ACCEPTED
Al THIS TIME

'FIGHT FOR FOOD
Waving banners and flags with
pictures of people storming the

~warehouses where food is kept,
"hundreds of community activists.
-picketed Detroit’s old federal

building last week. They were
demanding that the government
release all the food kept in Depart-
ment of Agriculture and super-
market warehouses to feed the

- hungry. (Page 6.) .

CENTRAL AMERICA

In a further threat against .

Nicaragua, the Pentagon mba the
Honduran military will hold joint
military maneuvers near the
Nicaraugan border next month.
There is growing concern that
these maneuvers may be the
forerunner of a U.S.-promoted in-
vasion. (Page 9.)
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‘Rostow firing part of move to right
Administration pushes ahead with war buildup

By Joyce Chediac
JANUARY 18—The Reagan ad-
ministration has made another
move to the right with the firing
this week of Eugene Rostow,
head of the Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency.

Who is Eugene Rostow? Cer-
tainly not a liberal. Rostow, a
conservative Democrat, was a
super-hawk during the Viet Nam
war. He was one of the most out-
spoken advocates of U.S. mili-
tary intervention in the Domini-
can Republic during the Johnson
administration. Anti-Soviet to
the core, Rostow is a founder of
the Committee on the Present
Danger, an ultra-right group
which advocates U.S. military
superiority.

With this background, it cer-
tainly raised a few eyebrows
when Rostow was fired by Rea-
gan because he believed Wash-
ington’s position in disarmament
talks with the Soviet Union was
too hard.

In his resignation statement,
Rostow said that the U.S. negoti-
ation position lacks *‘flexibility."”
This is a code-word for calling for
a softer line. But even this ex-
treme right-winger was too mo-
derate for Reagan!

Vance, Haig, and Rostow

The firing of Rostow is a con-
tinuation of a rightwing trend
seen in the last few administra-
tions. Under Carter, Secretary of
State Cyrus Vance, who repre-
sented a more moderate and less
confrontational faction of the
bourgeoisie, was ousted.
Zbigniew Brzezinski, a hard-line,
anti-Soviet spokesperson for the
Pentagon, took over foreign
policy matters. Next, when Ron-
ald Reagan appointed Gen. Alex-
ander Haig as Secretary of State,
this was seen as a giant leap to
theright. But even Haig was ous-

ted. Haig's replacement by
George Shultz, and new the fir-
ing of long-time hawk Eugene
Rostow, has only accentuated
this shift.

Shultz may be more soft-spok-
en, but this just makes him a low-
profile practitioner of Reaganism
in foreign’ affairs. For example,
though Shultz has now been plac-
ed in overall charge of arms con-
trol, he has made it quite clear
that in this area Ronald Reagan
is “‘the boss.™

"Rostow is to be replaced by
Kenneth Adelman, a protege of
U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations Jean Kirkpatrick. Adel-
man, who has spent much of his
time at the United Nations accus-
ing the Soviet Union of germ war-
fare, is a more integral part of the
“new right” than Rostow. But
more important, Adelman was
“‘the candidate of the Pentagon,”
according to columnist Joseph
Kraft in today's Washington
Post.

Split on foreign policy

The firing of Rostow reveals a
deep split on foreign policy con-
cerning the Soviet Union. It also
shows the increasing role of the
Pentagon in civilian govern-
ment—now in the area of arms
control.

Rostow has been accused by
the Reaganites of deviating from
the Reagan administration’s pro-
posal for intermediate missile
talks, the so-called *‘zerooption.”
Stories have appeared in the na-
tional press of a disarmament
session this past July when U.S.
negotiator Paul Nitze, under the
direction of Rostow, negotiated
an “informal agreement’’ with
the Soviet negotiator that was

- softer than the “'zero option.*"

Though these stories are diffi-
cult to verify, and in fact, speak-
ing from West Germany today,

Gls entitled to

rights as

By Andy Stapp
RECENTLY the Reagan administra-
tion decided to count members of
the Armed Forces as workers in
future employment statistics.

Now this is a very interesting
concept. What if these soldiers,
airforce personnel, sailors, and
marines take Reagan seriously
and say, "' Allright, if we're work-
ers now, we would like the rights
that other workers are supposed
to have. For instance, we would
like the right to stop this ridicu-
lous saluting and sirring of our
bosses, the officers. In addition,
we would like to abolish this
rigged system of courts-martial,
where the enlisted defendant is
always found guilty by a jury of
officers, usually for disobeying
an order from one of these of-
ficers' friends.

**Also, every other worker is al-
lowed to leave and get another
job, but if wedo that you jail usin
brigs and stockades. We certain-
ly want this right if you try to
send us to some kind of Viet
Nam-type war without our per-
mission..."”

The American Servicemen'’s
Union
There was a time, in fact, when
_thousands of members of the
Armed Services raised just such
demands. Between 1968 and
1973 large numbers joined the
American Servicemen's Union,
stating that they wanted the
same rights as others, including
the right to be against the war in
Viet Nam.
A typical example of the gov-

workers

ernment’s response is contained
in an order issued on March 24,
1969 to all commanders from
Headquarters, First United
States Army at Fort Meade; Md.
It read, **Subject: Ameriean Ser-
vicemen's Union. Commanders

will not recognize any organiza- -

tion that purports to be a collec-
tive bargaining unil represent-
ing members of the Army. Many
actions associated with collec-
tive bargaining tactics are incon-
sistent with the requirements of
military discipline. Military
status is not the equivalent of a
civilian employer-employee rela-
tionship. Acts in furtherance of a
union which do not conform to the
requirements of discipline and
good order may be prevented or
prohibited by command author-
ity.” =7

How clearly they put it: ** Mili-
tary status is not the equivalent
of a civilian employer-employee
relationship.”” And if anybody
says it is and tries to win basic

rights for themselves, lock them
1

up! .
Has the Pentagon had a
change of heart? Do the generals
and admirals now consider the
rank-and-file as workers in uni-
form, and not just cannon fodder
to be bullied, terrorized and
driven into combat by fear of
their officers? Can these new
found “*workers’™ form a union?

Or is Reagan just messing
around with the charts to prove
that a million additional *‘jobs"
were suddenly created last
month, all at his own personal in-
itiative no less.

Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei
Gromyko denied that any arms
accord had been reached in July,
one thing has been made clear.
The Pentagon is the force that
has insisted on sticking to the
**zero option" (New York Times,
Jan. 17). This proposal has been
ruled completely unacceptable
by the Soviet Union because it
gives the Pentagon a distinct
military advantage.

What is ‘zero option'?

Washington wants the Soviet
Union to dismantle all of its
8S-20, SS-4 and SS-5 missilés in
Soviet Europe and Asia, even
those not aimed at Europe. In re-
turn, the U.S. will not deploy any
cruise or Pershing 11 missiles in
Europe at the end of.the year.
Washington is trying to place an
equal sign between these two
moves, but the Soviets point out
that ‘'zero option™ doesn't take
into account U.S. missiles de-
ployed at sea, or missiles aimed
at the Soviet Union from France
or Britain.

Since Rostow's firing, Reagan
has made it clear that he will not
bend from the *‘zero option” pro-
posal. Unless this ultimatum is
accepted, the Pentagon plans to
deploy new nuclear warheads in
Europe at the end of the year, tre-
mendously increasing the war
danger.

This raises the question of
whether the Reagan administra-
tionisinterested in talks at all, or
is merely stalling for time in or-
der to deploy these mijssiles,
which have a striking distance of
less than 10 minutes from the
Soviet Union.

Today, in West Germany,
Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei
Gromyko' dccused the United
States of ‘‘striving Lo establish
military superiority’ over Mos-
cow and blocking progress at Ge-
neva talks with proposals ‘‘de-
signed to kill an agreement
rather than achieve one.”

It should be noted that whe-
ther an agreement is reached at
Geneva or not, Washington is
moving full steam ahead with a
horrifying $1.6 trillion military
buildup over the next five years,
aimed at the Soviet Union, all the
socialist countries, and the liber-

ation struggles of oppressed peo-
ple around the world.

Economic crisis spurs
faction fight

The firing of Rostow has re-
vealed an intensification of the
faction fight within the inner cir-
cles of the ruling class due to the
profound depth of the economic
crisis. . As the struggle in the
bourgeoisie has intensified, the
Pentagon enters more and more
into political decision-making on
behalf of the entire capitalist es-
tablishment. L

But the very economic crisis
which pushes U.S. finance capi-
tal in the direction of military ad-
ventures also creates the objec-
tive conditions for a mass strug-
gle against the war makers and
the budget cutters. Workers in
Europe have come out in the
streets in the millions to say ‘no’
to U.S. missiles on their soil. And
the recent rebellions of Black
youth against racism and unem-
ployment in Miami and Washing-
ton, D.C., point to new struggles
on the homefront which ¢an stay
the hand of the war makers.

London demonstration targets U.S.-Nato plans to install first-strike
cruise missiles.

Document shows Pentagon
plots first-strike nuke war

By John Catalinotto
JANUARY 18—The Pentagon is
planning a first-strike nuclear at-
tack on the Soviet Union, ac-
cording to a Defense Department
document leaked to the U.S. me-
dia this week.

_The document also calls for
speeding up the arms race to
“*drain the Soviet economy,” for
development of-space-war wea-
pons Lo attack:Soviet satellites
and to continue a nuclear war,
and for breaking arms control
treaties if necessary.

Carrying out these plans is ex-
pected+o cost $1.556 trillion over
the next five years. This is rough-
ly enough money to give every
unemployed worker a living
wage for the same period.

But the money is to be used to

- allow the U.S. to escalate a con-

ventional war into a ‘'‘winnable”
nuclear conflict that will leave
billions dead. And the war the
document foresees could even
start with a revolution against
the hated monarchy in Saudi
Arabia. :
The 136-page document outlin-
ing these plans was given to the
UPI news agency. When asked
for verification, Pentagon

spokesman Henry Calto said,
“'The document speaks for itself.
Weregret people leak this kind of
thing."’

A story based on this release
was given front-page headlines in
the Detroit Free Press, the New
York Post, and in large-
circulation newspapers in other
regions of the country: it was also
broadcast on National Public
Radio.

By the day following the
release, however, no stories on
the subject had been published in
the big-business media more
closely connected with those in
power, that is, the New York
Times, the Wall Street Journal,
and the Washington Post.

Reagan'’s plan

The plans outlined by the docu-
ment, far from being a way-out
“contingency plan,” were strik-
ingly similar to those being pro-
posed and carried out by the

-Reagan administration. Only the

Pentagon more blatantly spelled
out the aggressive intent of those
policies, whereas Reagan has
tried to cover up his aims with
talk about peace.

_ In the document it's not as

“bargaining chips’ that the MX,
the Pershing 11, and the Cruise
missiles can be seen. Instead,
they are part of the policy stating
that *‘plans for the first use and
possible follow up on uses of
theater nuclear forces should be
developed.”

Those who wrote the document

"also ¢ount on ‘‘major economic

difficulties’’ confronting the
USSR by the mid-eighties, and
urge the U.S. to open ‘‘new areas
of major military” competition
“to force the USSR to spend
more on weapons.”’ Any Reagan-
ite would agree with that strate-
gy.

The document also shows the
space shuttle in its true light:
““The Dept. of Defense will vigor-
ously pursue technology and
systems development to allow
the launich and operation of space
systems both to provide respon-

“sive support and to project force

in and from space as needed.”

It is no surprise that the mass
of the people in Western Europe
and in the U.S.—not to mention
the Soviet leadership—more and
more believe the U.S. is the
source of the war threat. This
Pentagon document confirms
that belief.
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Steel bosses try to use hard times to force givebacks

Jobless steelworkers march in Pittsburgh last year.

Schools, courts deny
equal education for disabled

By Diane Feinberg

NEW YORK, Jan. 9—Ten-year-.

old Amy Rowley is: deaf. Her
classmates take for granted their
ability to learn by listening to the
téachers. It is much harder for

© Amy.

Day in and day out Amy Row-
ley sits in a fifth grade classroom
in Furnace Woods Elementary
School and concentrates on a
teacher’s lips moving up and
down a qQuarter of an inch. She
must study the tongue, throat
and teeth as' well. When the
teacher turns to write on the
blackboard, Amy can’t sée what
is being said. She can’t sée qués-
tions her classmates ask who sit
behind her. It is not easy.

Tests revealed that 41% of the

time Amy could not understand.
She wanted to understand all the
time." .

Her nativelanguageis a signed
language called American Sign
Language (ASL) which ex-
pressively uses the hands, face
and the whole body. She and her
parents who are also deaf wanted
her to have a sign language inter-
preter.

This simple nmazmmn has once

-again been denied by the Hen-

drik Hudson school district. The
January issue of The Silent

"News, a widely read newspaper

serving the national deaf com-

- munity, reported the results of a

school board hearing: Amy can’t
have an interpreter! This deci-
sion was based on a recent Su-
preme Court decision that dis-
abled people are not entitled toan
equal education. The test case
was filed by Amy’s parents.

The right to a sign language in-
terpreter is hardly an unreason-
able request. ASL is the fourth
most commonly used languagein
the United States. It is the lan-
guage of some 12 to 13 million
deaf people in the U.S. and many
millions of other severely hearing
impaired people.

To get an insight into Amy's
frustration merely turn down the
volume of a television program
and try to make sense of the dia-
logue. It is so difficult that last
spring thousands of deaf people
took to the streets in more than
half a dozen states to demand
closed captioning for TV shows
and news.

The visual cues of spoken Eng-
lish fly by. Some 60% of the
sounds are so similar: mad and
pad, met and pet and bet. Nearly
40% of the language is invisible
on the lips. Frustration’mounts
because of the speed with which

hearing people speak their native

. language, bad light, distance,

mustaches and mumbling.

Lip reading is a grueling task
for deaf people who lost their
hearing after learning English
and speech, let alone children
born deaf who have never heard a-
spoken language.

In 1979 the Rowleys began
their suit against the school and
district. They argued that the in-
accessibility to learning denied
her an equal opportunity that
other students have. Together
withlawyer Michael Chatoff who
is also deaf, they took the case all
the way to the Supreme Court.

Last June the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled against the family,
overturning two mm<o~.mv_m lower
court decisions.

The Supreme Court decision
went beyond the scope of one
deaf student. The judges dealt a
body blow to the Education for
All Handicapped Children Act.

The highest court in the land
ruled that disabled children are
only guaranteéd the right to ‘‘an
education,” but not the best,
maximum education. The court
spelled it out in no uncertain
terms: that disabled children are .

‘not entitled to an equal educa-

tion!

How could this happen?

Like the legislative and execu-
tive branches of the government,
the courts represent the interests
of the super-wealthy who call the
shots. At a time .of economic

crisis, when the rich.say cut back,
on social services, the courts are

their willing instrument. The

Supreme Court has proven it is_

neither impartial nor fair.

Certainly Amy is more than en-
titled to a-sign language inter-
preter. But it will take a struggle:
of all who are held in such dis-
regard in this profit hungry
social system to guarantee nrmﬁ
right.

—Social Security

Continued from page 1

income tax on benefits of reci-
pients with outside incomes of
over $20,000, the Democrats are
throwing the tax-burdened mid-
dle class right into the arms of
Commission member Sen.
William Armstrong (R-Col.) and
other ultra-rightists who have
seized upon the issue to make
themselves look good.

The ultra-right is all for cut-
backs against the people, but see
this as a chance to generate popu-
lar support for their own reac-
tionary programs—and the
Democrats have goneright along
with it.

This is just another case of the
Democrats, who like to portray
themselves as ‘‘champions of the
people,” betraying the people’s
interests and enacting legisla-
tion on behalf of the big corpora-
tions, the true masters of both
the Republican and the Demo-
cratic Parties.

Provisions of the scheme

Some of the major provisions
of the scheme include:

1.) Increase the withholding
tax on workers’ paychecks from
6.7% now to 7% next Jan. 1 mua
to 7.51% in 1988.

2.} Delay cost-of-living in-
creases currently scheduled for
July 1 to Jan. 1, 1984. For the
average single retired worker re-

ceiving $420 a month, this would
mean about $20 a month less for

each recipient for six months in-

the first v&E. than under current
law. A

This is a hidden form of cut-
_back the politicians have already
used on welfare recipients and on
food stamp recipients, who went
two years without a cost-of-liv-
ing increase while food vdomm
went skyhigh.

3.) Make half of Social mooczow
benefits subject to federal in-

come taxes for. those with in-

comes of $20,000 and for couples
earning a combined $25,000.

" This would open the door to tax-

ing all benefits, something the
Reagan administration’ would
dearly love to do.

4.) Bring federal workers into
the program. This has been op-
posed by the postal union and
other federal employees’ unions,
who know it is nothing more than
an excuse to cut back their own
retirement plans which are bet-
ter.

Unemployment behind
the shortfall .

While the big business media
campaign that ‘‘Social Security
is going broke" is a hoax aimed at
creating the climate to cut back
this vital program, there is a
shortfall in the Social Security

By Bill Del Vecchio
JANUARY 18—The United
Steel Workers union (USW) is
currently facing the greatest
challenge since its founding over
40 years ago. At the present time,
166,000 USW members are on in-
definite layoff with many.ex-
hausting their unemployment in-
surance, and shutdowns of major
plants such as the planned clos-
ing of the Bethlehem plants in
Lackawanna, N.Y., are turning
the steel towns of the Northeast
and Midwest to ghost towns. -

Not satisfied with the suffer-
ing they have already caused, the
greedy owners of the giant steel
monopolies are trying to use
these hard times as a weapon to.
force the union Lo passively ac-
cept huge wage cuts and other
givebacks in exchange for a
vague promise that this might.
prevent further layoffs.

These giveback demands have
set off a struggle within the
union. On one side is union pres-
ident Lloyd McBride, who says
that the union has no choice but
surrender to the demands of the
steel monopolies as the only hope
of easing the crisis in the indus-
1iry.

On the other side is the major-
ity of the rank-and-file and local
union leaders who are represent-
ing the rank-and-file view. They
say that concessions didn't stop
any layoffs and plant closings in
the past, and that the only way to
defend the union members’ inter-
est in this tough time is to stand
firm and reject the givebacks.

Concessions stopped twice

Twice Lhis year McBride has
been rebuffed on granting con-
cessions as a resull of strong
rank-and-file opposition—first in
July and then again on Nov. 19
when Basic Steel Industry Con-
ference, a large body of USW
leadérs which ratifies contracts,
defeated McBride by a 231-141
vote. This blocked ‘the steel
companies’ demand toreopen the
: current contracl which expires
Aug. 1.

This was a major blow to Mc-
Bride and others in the top lead-
ership of the U.S. labor move-
ment who advocate a policy of co-
operation with the very corpora-
tions which are bleeding working
peopledry. This is especially true
in light of the defensive position

Rank-and-file workers favor militant fightback

theentirelabor movementisinas
a result of the crisis and the
heavy restraints that have al-
ways been placed on rank-and-
file opposition within the USW.

To stack the deck in his favor
this time, McBride has virtually
declared war on his own union in
recent weeks. He has cut the
membership of the Basic Steel
Industry Conference in half, pur-
posely eliminating local leaders
who voted no in November. He
has begun negotiations months
early and vowed Lo settle a pro-
concession contract by March 1.
Local presidents are being pres-
sured by the Mc¢Bride staff to say
how much they re willing to give
up beforehand.

GM boss threatens
steel workers

To increase the pressure Lo ac-
cepl the givebacks, McBride has
joined forces with the General
Motors chairman, Roger B.
Smith. Smith annournced that if
steel workers didn't givein to the
companies’ demands and sign
the contract by March., GM
would take its 1984 steel order to
Japanese or other foreign pro-

_ducers, a move that would cause

new drastic cutbacks. This obvi-
ous attempt at intimidation by
GM is being utilized to the maxi-
mum by McBride, who declared
that the contract must be settled
and a strike avoided by March 1
to save the GM orders.

If the new agreement is any-
thing like the one presented in
November {a $2.25 per hour wage
cut with no job guarantees and
no help for the unemployed), Mc-
Bride will undoubtedly face the
same opposition no matter how
he maneuvers. The major conces-
sions the: USW gave the steel :
companies in Lhe last basic agree-
ment and the many smaller
agreements fashioned -after it
were only used to recoup the
stockholders’ depressed profits
rather than modernize the aging
plants.

McBride's campaign against
the majority, no-concession sen-
timent of the ranks is weakening
the union rather than defending
it, as he feebly claims. Although -
these are undeniably difficult
times to put up a fight, the rank-
and-file in steel, auto, and many
other industries are increasingly
expressing the view that fighting
back is the only real alternative.

fund. This shortfall, however, is

" not the fault of the workers who

have been paying into the fund
all along and deserve their Emg-
- ful benefits.

The reason the fund is low is
the current economic crisis of the
profit system, which has left so
many millions E&EEQ%& and
therefore not paying in. The so-
called bankruptcy of the Social
Security system reflects the gen-
eral bankruptcy of the capitalist
system.

The ruling class is trying hard

"to make it seem as though Social

Security is a cause of the enor-
mous deficit in the federal
budget. Yet, the program was on-
ly added to the budget during the
Viet Nam war years as a trick to

make military expenditures look
smaller. At present, Social Secur-
ity isn’t even financed by federal
income tax monies, but by work-
ers themselves and their bosses.

In reality, it is the $214 billion
military budget that is gobbling
up tax monies and creating the
deficit—something all the hype
about Social Security ‘‘going
broke" is designed to hide.

"If the politicians truly want to
“‘do something’’ about Social Se-
curity, they could enact meaning-
ful programs to put the 20 million
jobless back to work. They could
cut back the gargantuan military
budget, which ends up in the
pockets of the war profiteers, and
use the money to increase Social
Security to livable levels.

down. By the end of 1981,
there were 287,000, fewer
steel workers.

*Can these hundreds of
thousands of steel workers
ever get back to work?
“The All-Peoples Congress
says they can!

People need steel
. Steelworkers need
NEW! jobs i
From the . X
This popular pamphlet tells
..>_=-_umov_mm Congress ) how the steel workers can get
The steel plants are shutting their jobs back, and at the

same time all of us would
greatly benefit with more jobs,
schools, hospitals, and better
social services.

50¢ (add 50¢ postage)

Order from APC
19 W. 21 St., 7th Fl.
New York, NY 10010 3
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.APC leads struggle against hospital ‘bankruptcy’ -

Represents 833::&\ In court hearings
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Rizzo unleashed
in Philadelphia race

By Carmen Roundtree
JANUARY 18—In the fourth
largest city in the country, Phila-
delphia, a Black city, the ruling
class is attempting to unleash

(ence again) a real foaming-at-

the-mouth racist, Frank Rizzo.
Hee announced last week that he
will be running for mayor of that
Black city.

Under the Democratic Party
ticket, Rizzo will be running
against a Black opponent, W.
Wilson Goode, the only other an-
nounced Democratic candidate.
Rizzo's speech as he announced
his candidacy should leave little
to the imagination of those in
E:_mamggm who lived 'through
Rizzo's- reign of terror for three
decades.

Rizzo started out as a cop,
quickly clubbing his way up the
ladder of success, through beat-
ing, killing, and terrorizing Black
and other oppressed people, for

-which he was awarded the title of

Police Commissioner in 1964.
Rizzo stood for ‘‘law and
order’'—the question was whose
law and whose order.

“'Simple,”” Rizzo said. *‘There
are the good guys and the bad
guys.” His analysis of society
was quite simplistic, but
backward, because he placed the
bosses, bankers, and big bus-
inesses in the category of *'good
guys'' and the “‘bad guys’'™ were
Black, Latin, unemployed, and
other oppressed people.

Big business in Philadelphia
was pléased that at last they had
found a *‘real, political cop” who
saw things their way. And Rizzo
rm__? ed that he &o:m :ma been

ordained ‘'‘to save Philly.” He
spent hours touring the op-
pressed communities, calling in
his goon squad (the Philadelphia
vornm department),. and terror-
izing the Black and Latin people.

In one month alone, over 107
Black people were w:,mmemu in
July . _mmq ‘a

“limited

b

emergency’* was declared which
banned groups of more than:

twelve people from gathering in
public; and carried a two-year
sentence. -

It was geared to prevent Phila-
delphia from becoming ‘‘part of
the tragic pattern developing
throughout the nation,” Rizzo
claimed. “The proclamation is
the first of its kind in the entire
country. This gives us tremen-
dous power. We can tell people
gathering in the street to move
on. If they don't move, we can ar-
rest them without gatheringalot
of evidence because a refusal to
move on will be the offense.”

Rizzo was quite successful in
turning Philadelphia into a real
police state. Rizzo ran with the
mafia-ruled courts, and spent
$5,000 a day spying on ?.omwom-
sive erganizations.

In August 1970, Rizzo led 250
sharp-shooters, FBI agents, and
sterm troopers in a raid against
three Black Panther Party Head-
quarters. In the North Philadel-
phia headquarters, the police
kicked in the door and fired with-
out warning, just missing a
young child. The Panthers retali-
ated in self-defense, and a
20-minute gun battle ensued.

Once the Panthers were in po-
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Hospital workers join Jersey City APC activists to plan fight against illegal um:rEEQ of ._m.‘mm< City
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lice custody, Rizzo ordered them
stripped in the streets and
boasted, ‘‘Imagine the big Black
Panthers with their pants
down." He justified the raids as
retaliation for the shooting of po-
lice (which he later admitted the
Panthers had nothing to do with),
and as a terror tactic to stop the

"Revolutionary People's Consti-~

tutional Convention- which was
to open in the-éity. Rizzo was
unabfe to stop the convention
which the Panthers had initiated.

Every year or two continuous- -

ly, under the guise of democracy,

_poor and working people in this

country are subjected to multi-
million dollar rhetoric, posters,
bumper stickers, and campaign
promises that never come to
pass. Whether it's a Republican
or Democrat running for presi-
dent, governor, or mayor, work-
ing and poor people have been
promised everything for their
voteand given less than nothing
after it's over.

The unleashing of racists from
Rizzo to the KKK and Nazi party
in the Black and Latin communi-
ties, however, has not kept poor
people from rebelling against
their oppressors. While big bus-
iness, the banks, and the land-
lords have a continuous stream
of racists to unleash upon poor
and working peoplein an attempt
to” hold onto what they have
beaten, raped, maimed, and kill-
ed Black, Native and other op-
pressed.people out of, the wealth
rightfully belongs to those who
have made it and who have been
denied that right for too long.

By L. Volpe
JERSEY CITY, Jan. 18—The
conspiratorial plans of the hospi-
tal management, the mayor,
state officials, bankers, and cor-
porate creditors to lay off work-
ers, cut services and ultimately
close Jersey City Medical Center,
the only city hospital in Hudson
County, have been set back by ac-
tions of the All-Peoples Congress
{APC) and AFSCME Local 2254,
which represents about half the
1800 employees there.

The APC initiated the com-
munity struggle to help save the
hospital and it's services by hold-
ing a press conference and mili-
tant, multi-national picketline of
some 75 hospital workers and
community representatives at
City Hall on Friday. The APC'de-
nounced the “voluntary™ bank-
ruptcy by the hospilal manage-
ment as illegal.

Speaking for the APC; Rachel
Duell called on the governor ‘Lo
use his power under the revised
municipal code to stay the pro-
ceedings and recall all those that
have been laid off under bank-
ruptcy and restore all services
cut.” .

Duell also called for **a commis-
sion of the workers and the com-
Jmunity (o investigate and hold
public hearings to find those re-
sponsible for the disasterous fi-
nancial plight of the hospital.”
APC activist Lester- Robinson
called on the governor to find
subsidiés to run the hospital at
full capacity throughout Lhe in-
vestigation.

At the same time, dozens of

hospital workers militantly -

chanted, “*Stop the layoffs, keep
the hospital open!"’ A statement
from Reda Bacon, president of
AV¥SCME Local 2254, explained

that most of the 90,000 patients °

treated yearly at the hospital
would not be able to afford Lo go
Lo private hospitals and called on
the communily to join with the
workers in the struggle to force
city and state officials to provide
proper funding for the hospital.

Rank-and-file speaks

Many rank-and-file workers
took the microphone to Lell of
their personal plight and to de-
nounce management’s claim of
fiscal necessity for bankruptey,
massive layoffs, and drastic cuts
in services. They exposed the
racist nature of the layoffs and
cuts, and eloquently described
the outrageous and even criminal
mismanagement of the hospital
over Lhe past several years.

After an hour-long combined

press conference and picketline
that attracted both local and na-
tional media, a group of militant
workers led a three-block march
to the APC office and held a
streel meeting. Afterwards,
about 40 workers and commun-
ity activists met for two hours to
plan a demonstration for this
coming Friday at the hospital.
The demonstration will de-
mand that the governor stay the

L’

illegal bankruptcy, recall all the
fired workers, restore the cuts in
services, and fund the hospital at
full capacity while a commission
of workers and community repre-
sentatives investigates whois re-
sponsible for the financial crisis
of Lhe institution. A’s this meet-
ing was going on, the hospital ad-
ministralion was evicting 46
chronically ill patients. most el-
derly, from the hospital because
they were unable Lo pay. Earlier,
managemenl had argued that the
number of patients in the hospi-
tal was dropping, necessitating
the need for closing three patient
floors!

On Monday. in a bankruptcy
court hearing that was requested
by management Lo waive a Civil
Service law requiring 45 days no-
tice before layoff. the APC enter-
ed into the proceedings as an offi-
cial party of interest represent-
ing the community. The APC ar-
gued that nolayoffs or cuts could
occur before animpact study was
conducted on the effects of cuts
in services or the closing of a pub-
lic institution would have on the
community it serves.

1L is clear Lo all, including those
who are conspiring to close the
hospital in order 0 turn it into

.condominiums and reopen a

smaller private hospital, that the
closing of the Medical Center
would be devastating, especially
for the Black, Latin, Arab, and
other oppressed peoples in the
community.

Al the same hearing, the
AFSCME lawyers o?m:msmma
the bankruptcy asillegal because
Lthe hospital is a city institution.
The lawyer cited the example of

the impossibility of a city declar-

ing il's police department or any

other arm of Lhe city governiment |

bankrupt, an example previously
put forward by the APC. The
‘APC and the union will partici-
pate in a court hearing tomorrow
which will decide Lhe legality of
bankruptcy. The two court hear-
ings Lo date have been packed by
the union members and the con-
cerned communily members in.
the APC.

Building for Jan. 21 rally

In the midst of this important
and significant legal struggle,
the APC office is very busy build-
ing for the Jan. 21 rally at the
hospital. Last night, APC and
AFSCME officials, along with
other hospital workers and com-
munily activitis, met to plan out
the mobilizing campaign for Fri-
day's rally. Over ten thousand
leaflels have gone out around the
cily the past few days in housing
projects, churches, supermar-
kets, laundromats, and even city
buses. The AFSCME Stewards
Council met today and Look re-
sponsibility te mobilize the 900
Local members and to reach deep
into the community. APC organ-
izers are planning sound cars,
mass distributions and poster
paste-ups Lhe next few days
along with fund raising events
for the long struggle ahead.

ILGWU paid the bond of the detained

Washington. Post describes as ‘‘the

limousine traffic for a while. Under the

Union victory at Del Rey. The IL-
GWU won a Dec. 22 election at the
120-worker Del Rey Tortelleria Co., a
Chicago manufacturer of baked goods
and tortillas. The fight between the com-
pany and the workers, the overwhelming
majority of whom are Mexicans making
minimum wage with no benefits, has
been and continues to be ugly, reports
ILGWU Midwest Region director Lou
Montenegro. The company fired over 30
workers for wanting to join the union.
And then, on Dec. 9, the Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS) moved
in to act as a union-buster. In the first
raid in Del Rey's 15 years of business, 18
workers were arrested by the INS. *“The

workers, obtaining their release, a first
in:the Chicago area,” said-Rudy_Lozano,
the union's Midwest organizing director.
These workers are still fighting to
recover their jobs. In the meantime, the
company is challenging the election in

the NLRB. I

} e o o

Workers disrupt awards. Chan-
ting, “We want our jobs back!"" a group
of American University maintenance
workers disrupted an award ceremony
outside the Organization of American
States building -filled with what the

cream of Washington’s social and
political society.” American University
fired 94 union workers, members of
Hotel and Restaurant Employees Local
25, and told them that they would be
replaced by a non-union cleaning con-
tractor. The protest was held at the OAS
building because the awards inside were
from William Moss, a Dallas oil
magnate, who was giving $180,000 in
scholarships to American University.
The ruling rich didn't. want to have to
look at the angry workers who lost their
jobs, so they had the local police declare
the O>m building an embassy for the
evening. This decision came after the
protesting workers had tied up

order, the police .insisted that the
workers had to be at least 500 feet away
from the building. That's what Wash-
ington’s elite think of the Constitutional
right to free speech—if you don’t want
to hear it, shut down the pickets. While
dozens of top Reagan administration of-
ficials were inside hobnobbing with the
fur coat-and-diamonds crowd, union
representative Ron Richardson said,
‘““Moss is in there walking around in his
black tie and 94 families are without a
paycheck because of him. He was hired
to raise money for the school. And now
he’s using that money to hire expensive
management law firms to handle the
litigation.”’

e
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Angry Detroiters rally: ‘Release

By Diane Ellis
DETROIT. Jan. 17="We've got
the right, we've come to fight!™
shouted angry demonstrators
picketing Detroit’s Old Federal
Building today. They were out-
raged at the postponement until
Jan. 31 of a scheduled hearing of
the All-Peoples Congress lawsuit
to get food released from Depart-
ment of Agriculture and super-
market warehouses into peoples’
homes.

“It's bitterly cold out here to-
day. but it's a lot colder in the
man's heart that was supposed
to hear our case today,” com-
mented Durk Barton of the APC,
referring to Federal Judge Ralph
Guy.

The 250 working-class and op-
pressed people who turned out
for today's protest waved ban-
ners and flags with pictures of
people storming the warehouses
where food is kept. , ’

After marching to an indoor
rallv following the picket line,
Bill Roundtree, a national board
member of the APC, told how the
jtudge postponed the hearing be-
cause his *'court calendar was too
busy.” Roundtree said, "Over
1.5 million people in Michigan are
hungry and malnourished Loday.
What could be more pressing?”

“We're tired of being told to
wait till the ‘recession’ blows
over and all the politicians’ pro-
mises. Gov. Blanchard, who was
elecled because he was anti-Rea-
gan just announced layoffs and
cuts in education. We don't ac-
cept promises any more. We are
here to talk about solutions.”

- Gov. Blanchard has the power
under the Michigan State Consti-
tulion to declare the state a dis-
aster area and issue an executive
order opéning Lhe warehouses,
federal and private, halt evic-
tions, layoffs, foreclosures, and
heal shutoffs. ’

Power in the people

“*Article 1, section 1 of the Con-
stitution states, ‘The political
power is inherent in the people.’
When the government doesn’t do
what, we, the people, want it to
do, we have to force them Lo doiit.
If we had thousands of people at
one of those warehouses
wouldn't the food be released?
We have the legal authority Lo re-

lease that food—we paid for it
with our tax dollars!”

Gertrude Cook, an APC North-
east community organizer said,
‘*We want our people out of the
soup lines. We want them togo to
certain places, get food, and
bring it back home and cook it for
their children. We don't want our
people standing like cattle going
to the slaughter!™

Gail Graham added, ‘'Ralph
Guy isin Reagan’s corner, saying
‘Let them eat cheese.” We don't
wanl cheese—we're not rats!
We're going Lo get that food re-
leased!™

Bernadette Cozarl, APC or-
¢anizer and a welfare recipient,
brought people Lo Ltheir feelt when
shesaid, "‘They 've never given us
anything. Our grandparents and
parents fought for unemploy-
ment insurance, social security,
civil rights and unions. Now
they re taking away everything.
We've Laken it easy long enough,
it's time Lo go out on the streets
again.”

‘The solution is easy’

Debbie Johnson, chair of Lo-
day’'s rally, invited all who
wanted to speak and tell their
story, but that the theme of the
meeting is the people can do it,
and to talk about how it’could be
done. She said, “"The solution is
easy, open the warehouses. And
if the government won't doit, the
people will.

- “*Despite the poverty of most
of the speakers Loday, the big
business media could not write a
story aboul this rally saying how
quiet and depressed all those
laid-off and jobless are.”” Each
and every speaker, many who
had never before given a speech
in their life, urged the necessity
Lo organize, organize, organize.

The speakers included repre-
sentatives of. the disabled who
are currently struggling to main-
tain their rights through Resolu-
tion 504 before the Detroit City
Council; Rev. Mozie Lee Stroble-
Smith, mother of the recently
murdered Attica Brolher
Shango; and Trinidad Sanchez of
the Team for Justice who said,
“We don’t need more police,
more guns, Lo stop crime, more

prisons—we need jobs!" Senior -

_Continued on page 11
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Speaker at Buffalo APC meeting.
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Plan
fi
against
shutdowns
in Buffalo

Detroit APC rally applauds call to open the warehouses and distribute surplus food.

.

the food!’
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Agriculture Movement supports
APC’s ‘Food for People’ suit

X By Carla Johnson
DETROIT, Jan. 17—Across the
country, small farmers fighting
the foreclosures of their lands are
also calling for the release of food
the government is buying up and
holding in warehouses.

According Lo Bill Roundtree of
the Detroit office of 'the All-
Peoples Congress, several
groups of farmers in Colorado,
Michigan, and Ohiothat the APC
has contacted are in support of
the APC lawsuit aimed at forcing
thé Reagan administration to
release the food.

Roundtree told Workers World
that the small family farmers are
being squeezed out of business
by the monopoly in farming held
by giant agribusinesses. "‘These
are the same agribusinesses that
the government props up by buy-
ing their crops and storing them
in warehouses,” Roundtree ex-
plained. **Poor people in the cities
who can't afford to eat, and small
farmers in the rural areas who are

By J. Marquardt

BUFFALOQO, Jan. 15—The Buffalo
All-Peoples Congress met today to
discuss plans to fight the an-
nounced closing of the Bethlehem
Steel Corporation in neighboring
Lackawanna. -

Vera Brown, local APC leader and
member of the APC National Board,
spoke in tribute to Dr. Martin
Luther King. Stating that Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King's birthday (the day
of the APC meeting) should be
declared a national holiday, she
said, *'If Dr. King were alive today,
he'd be fighting to keep Bethlehem
Steel open, too.

Brown also detailed the reasons
the Buffalo APC is fighting the rate
increases of the local natural gas
utility, National Fuel Gas. Right
after Bethlehem Steel announced
plans to close the Lackawanna
plant, National Fuel Gas stated the

X3

being thrown off their lands are
discovering that we have a com-
mon enemy—the agribusinesses
and the federal government.”

Agriculture Movement
supports APC lawsuit

In a statement of support for
the APC lawsuit, Neal Rogers,
president of the American
Agriculture Movement in
Michigan, called on the judge
presiding in the case to take im-
mediate action Lo order the
federal government Lorelease the
food. *'If there isn't immediate
action,’” he said, *‘then we, the
people, will have to take action.™
Rogers pointed out that ‘‘tons
and tons of food are sitting in
warehouses rotting away’ while
“thousands of people are starv-
ing to death.” i
_ "*It’s time that we, the people,
stood up and corrected the situa-
tion,”" Rogers said, ‘‘since our
government won't do it.”

fuel gas rates may have to bé in-
creased to compensate. for the
loss of the large amounts of gas
currently ‘supplied to the huge
steel facility. .

The APC is planning a
demonstration at the local office
of National Fuel Gas this Wed-
nésday, Jan. 19, at the same time
the state Public (dis)Service
Commission plans to hold a "'by
-invitation only’ hearing on
another rate hike. The APC
hopes to dramatize the communi-
ty's sentiment of **No more rate
hikes—stop the shut-offs!”

Keep Bethlehem Steel open

Dan Bentivogli, a local APC
organizer, spoke on the planned
closing of the local Bethlehem
Steel plant, the impact on the
area and the APC’s proposal to
keep the plant open. He said that
Bethlehem Steel, which has
economically raped the Western
New York area over the vears.
has no right to take away the
livelihoods of 10,000 local work-
ers. The giant steelmaker’s plans
are another example of Ronald
Reagan’s national policv of “"take
from the needy to give to the
greedy,”” he said.

With a local unemployment
rate over 15.3%, the propesed
plan to shut down the local Beth-
lehem facility is nothing short of
criminal, Bentivogli stated. It

The APC received support
from the Ohio Family Farm
Movement .as well, Roundtree
reported. ““A grain farmer whose
brother had just had his-farm
foreclosed told us that his group
wants the food released, evenif it
might mean asmalldrop in prices
for them. He said the most impor-
tant thing is that hungry people
get fed. He even said they
wantled to help distribute the
food.™

The APC Detroit office has
sent statements of support in the
anti-foreclosure fight to several
groups around the country. In a
statement to the Ohio farmers,
the APC said, "“We, your city
cousins, thrown out of our jobs,
foreclosed oul of our homes, our
cars repossessed, our utilities
shutoff, havebegun to spread the
word throughout the inner city
about the plight of family
farmers and your fight against
the banks and agribusinesses.™

will result in“an over-all lowering
of the standard of living for the
entire area, as sales and property
taxes are increased to replace the
loss of the substantial
Bethlehem tLax base. Other
plants will close up and move out
of town rather than-pay higher
taxes, thousands more will be
unemployed, social services will
be cut, and food and utility prices
will rise.

The Bethlehem Steel issue is
indeed a community issue, Like
the farmers nationwide militant-
lv fighting the .weekly
foreclosures of family farms, and
the Mon Valley Unemploved
Committee's struggle against
home foreclosures in the un-
emplovment-ravaged Pitt-
sburgh steel area, the Buffalo
APC is initiating a campaign Lo
demand that Governor Cuomo
use his authority to prevent
Bethlehem Steel from closing.

The steel corporation’s decis-
ion was made without consul-
tation with the community and
Bentivogli showed that New
York State-law does indeed give
legal authority to the Governor
to intervenc in such an emergen-
¢y situation. -

Bentivogli urged the people
present to join’in the petitioning
to "Keep Bethlehem Steel
Open.” But. he added. "*We have
no illusions that millions of sig-

——
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