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Brain sox execs with next prexy name

By ELIZABETH ROSS

It is no longer a secret that a computer
has restored the tarnished image of one of
our greatest institutions.

The executives of Standard Oil finally
got wind of a fact that most Americans have
been aware of for a long while—the name
Standard made a lot of people feel they’'d
been treated to a dose of rancid cod liver oil.
Even using their initials—S.0.—couldn’t
deodorize this almost legendary establish-.
ment. -

So those executives hired the best brains
from Madison Avenue to find a new name
that could wipe out the old odor, but the
brains went blank in the face of such a
gigantic task. :

Then, in desperation, they turned to the
most sophisticated, the canniest computer
on the market. The computer saved the day
by inventing an entirely new and original
name—one that bore not the slightest

resemblance to the old one:

EXXON!

When word got around of this incredible
feat, a small group of social scientists, oil
tycoons, and political soothsayers decided to
turn to that self-same computer. But their
problem was-even more awesome. They had
to put together a personality for the next
President of the United States.

After only 3 and seven-eighths minutes
of squawks, howls, burps, bumps, and
grinds, while green and mauve streaks of
lightning, sprang from its antennae, the
computer answered:

“The next President of the United States
will be a self-made man; his mother once
even scrubbed the kitchen floor while he was
working his way through college.

“After years of hard work and ad-
versity, his dynamic stubbornness will pay
off. His grandfather will leave him $100
billion on his 21st birthday; giving our man a
chance to demonstrate! his genius as a
money manager.’ i

“He will have a charming wife whose
name appears either to be Pappy or Slappy,
and a little dog named Tiddleywinks of
whom he and the entire nation will be
inordinately fond, and who will prebably
save the President from disaster on some
future occasion.”

The computer paused. One oil tycoon
frowned and asked, “Won’t this huge for-

tune of his make the people feel the

government is in the hands of the rich?”’
There was a burble from the computer.
“That may be a problem,” it conceded.

KNOW YOUR
RULING CLASS

J.P. Morgan claimed he was
descended from Morgan the Pirate.
J.P. is dead now but the

Jolly Roger he hoisted lives on

in Morgan Guaranty Trust,

which controls ouvtright or influences
thru interlocking directorates
hundreds of the largest corporations.
Morgan piracy is international
—mza a lot of the fortune was made
off of World War 1. At least three
ex-U.S. Defense (WAR) Secretaries
were ‘“Morgan men’’: Gates,
Stevens and McElroy.

The minimum possible personal
fortune of the Morgan family alone
is $300 million. ’
Pirates are like that.

Someday we’ll make them /VO A?A\
walk the plank. .vo

“But they’ll'never think he’s got his fingers
in the till. Why should he? His personal
fortune will be larger than the U.S.
Treasury.”

At this point the computer stopped for
breath, and went on in a more con-
versational tone:

“Perhaps you would like a glimpse of
the President’s domestic life. I see him
sitting in a cozy little nook in one of the
many beautiful rooms of the White House.
While he concentrates on changing a comma
here and there in the talk his speech writers
have prepared for his address to the nation

on the morrow, his wife Slappy (or Pappy) -
is busy with a crossword puzzle. '

‘‘She says, ‘Honey, what’s a four-lefter.
word ending in i-t that everybody says
you’re full of?’

“ ‘Why, grit, of course,” he answers
with some asperity.”

The country’s leaders were all awed by
these revelations, but one question
remained unanswered.

‘‘His name, his name?”’ they all ecried
anxiously.

The computer paused for dramatic
effect, and then intoned loud and clear:

“NEXXONFELLER.”
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“And what does the Cuban Revolution teach? That
revolution is possible, that the Peoples:can make it, that in
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40,000 turn ‘'Tea Party’
info impeachment rally

By JOEL MEYERS

BOSTON, Mass., Dec. 16—A reenact-
ment of the original Boston Tea Party, in-
tended as a gala kick-off event for the
government’s bicentennial celebration of
the U.S. Revolution, was turned into a
gigantic anti-Nixon rally here today.

The bicentennial event did draw a
crowd of at least 40,000, according to con-
servative police estimates, but almost all of
those present had come to protest the entire
farce. What was meant by the government
to be a super-patriotic event was turned into
a huge demonstration for Nixon’s im-

peachment and against the giant oil com- °

panies that are profiting from the energy
crisis.

The main slogan of the People’s
Bicentennial Commission (PBC), which was
the main organization to participate, was
**Nixon, Exxon, ITT; Throw the Tyrants in
the Sea!’’ The crowd also chanted such
slogans as ‘‘Freeze profits, not people!”’ and
“Free the political prisoners, jail to the
Chief!”’

Braving cold winds, snow, and freezing
rain the crowd cheered as a member of the
PBC asked if they thought an effigy of Nixon
should be hung. When asked if anyone was
opposed, the crowd was silent.

The City government had organized a
troop called the Boston 200, consisting of
members of the Charleston Militia, to go
through the ritual of dumping boxes over the
side of a 75-foot replica of an 18th century
sailing ship. But the power of the demon-

stration so exposed the meaning of the Tea
Party and so confused the Boston 200, that
they proved unsuccessful 'in carrying out
their job. Finally, the National Guard was
ordered to board the boat and dump the
boxes (supposedly containing tea) in the
harbor. As they did this the angry crowd
chanted a backdrop of ‘‘National Guard:
Kent State!”

The boat, from which a consignment of
British East India Company Tea was
dumped, proudly proclaimed in a plaque
that it was financed by the Salada Foods
Corporation, while a Salada gift shop was
hastily set up for tourists on the dock where
the original dumping 'occurred.

As if to make more obvious the cheap
commercial character of the event, there
had been a rumor that Nixon was going to
stage a ‘‘sneak-in”’ to be present at the
event, but after gleaning ‘intelligence”
reports, changed his mind.

The PBC also organized a flotilla of
small boats to sail into the area. One of the
boats carried a huge five-foot mask of
Nixon. The other boats carried such signs as
“Put Heat on the Oil Companies” and
“Dump Nixon, Not Tea.” The Nixon effigy
was taken aboard the replica ship, tarred
and feathered, and hung (to the cheers of the
crowd) along with other effigies
representing Exxon, Gulf, Shell, and Mobil
oil companies. y

If Nixon thought the bicentennial events
could pull him out of the Watergate mess by
appealing to patriotism, he’d better think
again!

Aged couple frozen to
death by utilities corp.

By SHARON SHELTON

An aged couple was found frozen to
death Christmas Eve in their delapidated
house in upstate New York—victims of - a
utility corporation. that ruthlessly shut off
‘ their heat despite the December cold for
nonpayment of a $202 bill.

It was the second time the Niagara
Mohawk Power Corporation had cut off
electricity for Frank and Catherine Baker, a
Schenectady, N.Y., couple in their nineties
living off a meager income from Social

House in Schenactady, N.Y. where elderly
couple froze to death.
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Security plus a small pension. The electric
cut-off automatically shut down the Bakers’
oil heater.

For almost a week prior to their deaths,
night-time temperatures in the area had
hovered around zero. The nearest relative
was a daughter who lived a mile away, but
was unable to visit the Bakers because of
arthritis. And to make matters worse, the
telephone had been disconnected for unpaid
bills, so it was impossible for the couple to
have summoned help.

Meanwhile, the response from the
utility corporation to the tragedy was
typical. ‘“We’re running a business,” a
spokesman told the press. ‘‘The welfare
people should have been taking care of
them.”

The Bakers had in fact received help
from a local church, but its response,
although initially sympathetic to the couple,
reveals a similar attitude. ‘“What happened
was a tragedy in one sense,”’ a member of
the clergy commented, “‘but I'd hate to see
this made into a simple melodrama. They
were happy in their misery.” .

Coming at this time, this very real
tragedy is no isolated event. A news item
from Detroit, for example, reveals that two
babies died there from the cold when a
slumlord turned off the heat in one of his
buildings. And this is just the beginning "of
the winter season. . .

Together these deaths foreshadow what
may be the fate of many other poor and
elderly people across the country who are
being forced to bear the brunt of the ‘‘energy
crisis—in the form of crushing fuel bills,
shortages, layoffs, inflation, increased
pollution, and poverty.

Big business, the landlords, and the
Nixon administration—all those whose
policies have led to the current crisis—have
the deaths of the infants from Detroit and
the Bakers on their hands. But they will
surely be tried for murder as the poor and
the oppressed rise up in anger against a
system that has so degenerated it cannot
provide for the basic needs of the
population.

e

Boston city officials lose control of reenactment
strators shout “Dump Nixon, not tea!”’

R~ - \ll_:__.. . wﬂ. ....
of Boston Tea Party as 40,000 demon-
photo: LNS

Busing issue raised
again to fan racism

By NAOMI COHMEN
NEW YORK—On December 10, at
Madison High School in Brooklyn, a group:of-
Black students was assaulted by white
students and non-students wielding sticks,
_window poles, pipes, canes, chains, and
chairs. The New York Times and other
capitalist press.tried to trace the conflict to
a fight two weeks earlier between a white
football player and a Black student, and
then to a minor incident in the hall -of the
school. But the widespread fighting at
Madison High School was caused by
something much more fundamental than
that—it was rampant white racism!
~ Madison High School is located in a
white middle class neighborhood. Most of
the Black students, who rhake up 35 percent
of the school population, are bused into the
area from Bedford Stuyvesant and
Brownsville. According to a Black mother
who has three children bused to Madison,
there has been a concerted campaign
organized by racist groups like the so-called
Jewish Defense League to put an end to the
busing of Black students into the area.
Having seen that the Board of Education
here capitulated to the vile racist campaign
against Black children being bused to
Canarsie, the racists in the Madison area
are now determined to carry on a campaign
of terror against the Black students.
According to Black students, many of
their assailants were not students, but
adults instigating the violence. The situation
deteriorated so badly that at one point an
armed mob of about 100 whites formed near
the school and began to march on the
building, threatening to beat up any Black
students in sight. The police were called to
infervene, but as usual, they sided with the
racists and harassed the Black victims of
the violence instead of the white attackers.
The racism of the police was so blatant
that a white cop clubbed a Black plain-
clothes cop so badly that he had to be
hospitalized. In addition, the police allowed
a mob to gather along the route the Black
students took to get to their buses. They

were stoned and beaten as they walked the
three blocks from the school.

ANTI-BUSING CAMPAIGN

The ugly incident over busing in this city
reflects a national hysteria being whipped
up by capitalist politicians and big
businessmen against the busing of Black
children. It was no coincident that three
days after the Madison events the House of
Representatives voted 221 to 192 to ban the
use of fuel to bus students out of their neigh-
borhood schools. This amendment, spon-
sored by Rep. John D. Dingell (D.-Mich.),
was attached to an emergency energy bill!
It was in Michigan several years ago where
the KKK and other fascist scum attacked
and burned several school buses carrying
Black students to Pontiac, Michigan.

Although this racist amendment was
later struck out of the bill in conference, the
fact that it was even brought up and passed
was an outrage in itself. There are so many
ways to save fuel—if that’s what Congress
wanted to do—like cutting off fuel being sent
by the Pentagon to the Saigon puppet
regime. But this was clearly not a matter of
energy conservation. It was a maneuver to
reopen the whole opposition to the busing of
Black students. )

(The truth of the matter is that out of

over 600 million gallons of fuel used for
busing per year, only 78 million gallons even
go for busing to achieve integration.)
_ The kind of racist terror that gripped
Madison High School recently has national
significance. It reflects a growing trend
among the capitalist politicians and bosses
to whip up race hatred—to divide the
population and distract them while the
living standard for all working people is
going down. .

Busing itself is no longer the real issue.
Many Black people may not even want to
send their children into such hostile camps
of racism. But their right to choose to send
their children wherever they can get a good
education is inviolable, and must be
defended.

Page 3
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EDITORIAL

Racism — how do we fight it?

A coordinated campaign has been un-
derway for some time to give credibility to
the discredited, anti-scientific, and openly
racist theory of genetics whose con-
temporary exponents are Professor Arthur
Jensen and Dr. William Shockley.

Neither of these men is a biologist
(Jensen is a psychologist, Shockley a
physicist), but their incursions into the field
of-genetics, even though repudiated by such
groups as the American Anthropological
Association, are receiving support from the
the U.S. ruling class. No less than the Wall
Street Journal, in an editorial last July 20,
endorsed Jensen’s view that ‘“intelligence’
is 80 percent inherited, and that Black
people are genetically inferior and can
never be expected to ‘‘achieve’’ as well as
whites.

Both men are open proponents of
‘“‘eugenic’’ methods to reduce the nonwhite
population—that is, sterilization.

In other werds, we have here a revival
of the Nazi theory of racial superiority, and
it is being applauded by very powerful
sections of U.S. big business!

Jensen and Shockley are engaged in an
active campaign to push their vile dogma on
the college campuses, where they have met
with a storm of opposition from Black and
white students and faculty members who
are aware of exactly what these two racists
are up to, behind their scholarly facade.

There is much more involved here than
just a couple of cranks or mad scientists.
Daniel Moynihan, Nixon’s ‘‘expert” on
Black people, distributed Jensen’s writings
to other Nixon cabinet members and called

them “must reading.” Jensen’s theories are

hailed in South Africa, and have been cited
by Virginia racists in a court desegregation
case. Jensen himself has been called to
Washington to give ‘‘advice” to several
congressional committees.

The broad opposition to this white °

supremacist campaign has stirred a debate
on how to handle them. Just as in the early
sixties, when neo-Nazis like George Lincoln

Rockwell (with the backing of not-so-open )

Nazis) were trying to organize among the
youth,there are cries from the liberals that
their ‘“‘freedom of speech’ must not be in-
fringed, for this would only play into their
hands. This viewpoint is getting an assist
from the misnamed Militant, organ of the
Socialist Workers Party, which calls for
“‘mass action” as opposed to the disruption
of their speeches.

. Is it correct to counterpose these twe
tactics to each other?

Let’s look back at the period of the
movement against the Vietnam war. Many
forms of struggle were opened up by the
masses: confronting the warmakers
wherever they went, draft resistance, GI
organizing, mass mobilizations, disruptions
of official ceremonies,
derground activity. The SWP then. too ad-
vocated uneventful mass mobilizations as
opposed to more militant forms of struggle.

But what is the purpose of calling out the
masses? Is it only to petition the racists and
the warmakers, to make them aware of our
grievances?

And when the adversary is an open

{(Continued on page 8)

Didn‘t know he had that 3m:<
relatives

San Diegg, Dec. 12 (AP):

“‘Sponsors say 75 persons showed up last
night for a ‘Support President Nixon’ rally
at which preparations had been made for
1,500.”

Nixon no longer the one?

The New York Times, Dec. 18:

“Charles W. Colson, the former Sr;o
House aide who figures in the Watergate
scandal and who is known .as a tough
political operative, has ‘found religion’ in
active Christianity in recent months, ac-
cording to friends.

“One man who knows Mr. Colson well
reports ‘he certainly has achieved
tranquility and serenity.’ Other friends say
Mr. Colsori has taken to attending prayer
breakfasts regularly with Sen. Harold E.
Hughes, the Towa Democrat who recently
said he would not seek reelection and devote
full E:m to being a religious lay worker.
:wmomcmm of his ‘serious religious ex-
perience,’ friends in Washington.say, Mr.
Colson has been able to ignore the political
differences between himself, a Republican
canservative, and Mr. Hughes, a liberal
Democrat.”

WW comment: Colson once mm_a “1d

walk on my grandmother for Nixon.” Io is
deeply involved in some of the most ex-
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plosive crimes of the Nixon gang—he was

. the man who sent E. Howard Hunt to case

Bremer’s Milwaukee apartment on the day
Bremer’s bullet put Alabama Governor
Wallace out of the 1972 presidential race. Is
it his soul or his body he’s worried about?

And you‘re worried about the
rights of defendants!

Philadelphia, Dec. 18 (AP):

‘“The man who reportedly possessed the
largest private arsenal ever found in
Philadelphia was found not guilty yesterday

in Municipal Court of illegal weapon:

charges. -

“‘George E. Fassnacht, a former agent
of the Central Intelligence Agency, was set
free when the judge ruled there had been

insufficient prosecution evidence to tie Mr.

Fassnacht to machine guns found in the
home of his wife’s friend.

‘A search of Mr. Fassnacht’s home in
June, 1971, was ruled illegal by another
judge about' a month ago. That search
turned up a quantity of explosives, hand
grenades, bombs, small arms and am-
munitions.”’

Executive privileges

Washington, Dec. 19 (UPD):

“Vice President Ford and his family
plan to fly to Colorado for a Christmas
skiing vacation aboard an Air Force jet,-

and even un-

,_nmngo_onﬁma West: violence and the _”oo_m

‘Doves’ slander woaznn:

for Mideast stand =~

‘A new attack has been launched against
Rev. Daniel Berrigan, who served more
than two years in federal prison during the
Vietnam War for burning draft records.

--He is ‘charged this -time with .*‘old-
fashioned theologica! anti-Semitism, ’not by
the courts but by Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg of
the American Jewish Congress,for a speech
made on October 19 before the Association
of Arab University Graduates in
Washington. Now plans to honor Berrigan
with the Gandhi Peace Award have met
opposition from establishment liberals like
Rev. Donald S. Harrington, who is pulling
back from presenting the award.

A look at Berrigan’s speech, however,
finds no anti-Semitic remarks, just a
statement against Israel’s expansionist . 8 th
policy and her close links to western im- Already preparing for their next military
perialism. adventure, they would be glad to see

“The coinage of Israel is stamped with Berrigan discredited, to prevent any new
the imperialist faces whose favor she has antiwar movement from developing
courted; the creation of an elite of 28ainst their Mideast policies.

e ” Of course, there is real anti-Semitism in
millionaires, generals and entrepreneurs, ’ N " . .
he said. “And the price is being paid by the U.S. (The Nazis whom Nixon hired in

Israel’s Oriental Jews, the poor, the ex- 1972 in California to influence the Wallace
cluded, prisoners. ’ ’ vote make no bones about their hatred of

. . 1 o ) " z
*...Israel has not freed the captives; she Jews!) The “pro-Israel” present policy of

. p the U.S. rulers could without a pang of
has expanded the prison system, perfected . ; .
her espionage, exported on the world conscience on their part be turned around if

market that expensive blood-ridden com-
modity, the savage triumph of the

economic .and BESG, aid to Israel,” but
praised American Jews in general for not
following their leaders in accepting ‘‘the
bait offered by Nixon.”

From the reaction of pro-imperialist
.liberals”like Harrington who opposed the
Vietham War, we see that it’s not ‘‘anti-
Semitic”’ remarks that are resented, but
remarks hitting U.S. imperialism. A Jewish
pacifist group found Berrigan’s remarks not
to be anti-Semitic.

The U.S. ruling class, which became
divided to the core over the Vietnam War, is
now united in its desire to hang on to its
plunder of oil in the Middle East, and the
‘“‘doves’ like Kennedy and McGovern are as
‘“hawkish’’ as the Nixonites when it comes
to protecting U.S. investments there.

people be blamed for U.S. disasters in the
Middle East. And the remarks of Sen.
Fulbright, who recently claimed that Israel
controls 80 percent of the U.S. Senate, lend
themselves to such a shift.

The danger of anti-Semitism comes not
from Berrigan but from the anti-Jewish U.S.
ruling class and their fascist friends, who

Berrigan "also charged that “many will try to make Jews as well as Arabs
American Jewish leaders were capable of scapegoats for the energy crisis or the war
ignoring the Asian holocaust in favor of they’re planning.

of violence.”

While the world knew :‘‘criminal
Christian communities,”” Berrigan .said,
“‘we had never knewn a criminal Jewish
835_5:3:
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Paul Miltich, his press mmﬁ.onwww, said
today.

“Mr. Miltich said that the Vice
President and a party of about 30 would use
an Air Force C-135, the military version of
the Boeing 707, for the trip.

‘‘Government officials have been urged
to refrain from using unnecessary fuel
during the energy crisis, but Mr. Miltich
said that Mr. Ford was taking along 17
Secret Service agents, who would be
bumping other passengers if they flew on
commercial planes.”

He bit the hand that fed him

Village Voice, Dec. 27:

‘“Those present at a recent seminar of
investigative journalism at the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington D.C. heard Jack
Anderson make some confessions. When he
took over from Drew Pearson, Anderson
said, he did a deal with Hoover. So long as
his column did not dump on Hoover, he
would be able to request FBI file data on
people of interest to him. These would be
delivered on plain sheets of paper. If he
wished to see the actual files he could do so
at the FBI headquarters in the presence of
his contact man there.

“Anderson also said that he initially had
that same sort of arrangement with

aide (one might conjecture, Haldeman)
would make damaging data available to
him, such as the IRS audits on George
Wallace’s brother, with which the: Anderson
column made great play. This connection

two. i

‘“‘Anderson says the arrangement soon
broke down when he began printing
material hostile to Nixon. He then incurred
the attention of the Plumbers.”’

The City Hall Connection

The New York Times, Dec. 26:
“CHICAGO, Dec. 25—The troubles of

Mayor Richard J. Daley’s Cook County

Democratic organization increased with the

Matthew J. Danaher once received _special
commissions from real estate developers
who sought his support for zoning changes.

‘“The Better Government Association, a
_privately directed watchdog group, charged

Danaher, one of the Mayor's closest friends
and political associates, had shared in more
than $300,000 the developers paid to a real
estate firm in which he was a partner.”

Ford on the hill: = took a lot of energy to.get
-him there.

_did not last much longer than a month or

allegation last week that Circuit Court Clerk -

an investigation had disclosed that Mr.

their interests dictated it, and the Jewish .

Nixon’s people at the White House. A high -

-
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Mideast war alters

U.S. world

By, SAM MARCY

position

»

The profound effects of the October Arab-Israeli war upon the world positio
of U.S. imperialism far transcend the immediate impact of the oil boycott on the

U.S. economy.

The oil crisis is only one measure of the war’s consequences. Their total
dimensions can be gauged by the diplomatic debacle suffered by the U.S. when it
failed to enlist its principal European imperialist allies in the struggle against the

Arab people.

The mere fact that only Portugal, and to
a lesser extent, Spain—two of the most
reactionary governments in Europe—were
willing to render some assistance to the U.S.
during the war crisis, demonstrates to what
a low level the fortunes of U.S. finance
capital have sunk on a continent where only
a quarter of a century ago its position was
‘preeminent.

Nor have the frantic efforts of Henry
Kissinger to paper over the deep hostility
and antagonism to the U.S. revealed by its
NATO allies, been of any avail.

One of the principal facts to emerge
from the Arab-Israeli war so far as relations
between Western Europe and the U.S. are
concerned is that, eager as the West
European imperialists may be to plunder
the Arab lands of oil for their own account,
they are not willing to pull Wall Street’s
chestnuts out of the fire.

No amount of sanctimonious
declarations and assurances emanating
from the major European capitals have
been able to cover up this blunt, stubborn
fact. -

A less palpable but nonetheless equally
significant fact to emerge from the war lies
in the military field. Many of the U.S.
conventional weapons first tested in this war
proved wholly inadequate in the Middle
East. According to Fortune magazine, the
Pentagon top command was obliged to
review the entire array of weapons of which
it boasted so much after they were used in
the Mideast fighting.

‘“The deadly effect of small, mobile,
anti-aircraft missiles like the Soviet SA-6
came as a shock to the U.S. Air Force and its
concept of providing close air support for
tanks and troops. The desert fighting has
raised some serious questions about the
ability of our heavy mechanized forces. . . .”
(Fortune, December 1973).

This judgment: has been attested to by
authoritative European military analysts
and also by The New York Times (Dec. 22,
1973).

U.S. NOT SATISFIED WITH DETENTE

But the most important consequence of
the Mideast war relates to the durability of
the detente between the U.S. and the USSR.
The entire relationship as envisioned by
Washington is now in doubt. It is plain to see
that Washington had counted too heavily on
what the Soviet leadership could do to
restrain the Arab liberation struggle.

The U.S. strategists had anticipated
that Moscow would act as a complete brake
upon any effort of the Arab people to recover
Israeli-occupied territory by armed
struggle. In this they were mistaken.

The Soviet Union is a contradictory
social phenomenon. This is most clearly
reflected in its foreign policy, particularly
as it relates to the Middle East. On the one
hand it helps the struggle of oppressed
people against imperialism, and on the
other hand it retards it.

It would be virtually impossible for the
Arab people, and the Persian Gulf states in
particular, to put up the kind of challenge
they have mounted against the U.S., with
the recent oil cutoff, without the existence of
the Soviet Union and the tremendous
amount of military assistance it has ren-
dered to Egypt, Syria, Algeria, and others.
But at the same time, the Soviet leaders,
who constitute a highly conservative and
privileged stratum within the Soviet Union,
have sought to contain the struggle, to limit
it, and above all to avoid a confrontation
with the U.S.
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To further this objective, they have
made a virtually inviolable dogma of
peaceful coexistence, while accommodation
with the U.S. has become the focal point of
their foreign policy.

IMPERIALISM INCAPABLE
OF PEACEFUL DECLINE

But the interests of imperialism
organically tend toward expansion -and
violence. This continues to be true regard-
less of the wishes of the Soviet leaders.
Despite their propensity to forget about the
class struggle in the interests of stability
and ‘‘international order,” the Soviet
leaders are forced to react to save their
system when imperialism lashes out.

The USSR cannot afford to allow the
Arab states to be at the mercy of the Pen-
tagon. To do so would endanger the Soviet
Union itself and even embolden West
European imperialism. It was inevitable
that under the circumstances existing in
October, the USSR would come to the
assistance of the Arab states once the
hostilities broke out.

In doing so, it gave a tremendous im-
petus to the overall struggle of the Arab
people, and so elevated the character of the
struggle as to pose a new challerige to U.S.
imperialism. One merely has to review all
that has happened since the October war
and the conclusion is inescapable that the
Arab states have achieved a new dimension
of both power and standing in world affairs
as a result of the October war—even though
the war itself was militarily inconclusive.

In the eyes of the U.S. ruling class, the
Soviet leadership bears the full respon-
sibility for this development. The U.S. rulers
blame Moscow for the debacle they have
suffered, as well as for the ensuing oil
boycott.

Hence, the so-called rethinking in ruling
circles of the U.S. capitalist establishment
regarding the detente. This does not signify
an end to the detente. Nor does it in any way
mean the U.S. will not continue to press for
“‘cooperation’”’ with the USSR, such as is
now going on at the Geneva talks and was
probably worked out in advance between
Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko and U.S.
Secretary of State Kissinger.

Such ‘‘cooperation” has so far led to the
exclusion of the Palestinians from the
conference, which constitutes a betrayal of
the main issue in the Middle East struggie
so far as the masses of the Arab people are
concerned.

But even such ‘“‘cooperation” does not
preclude renewed Soviet military assistance
to the Arab states if the talks collapse and
fighting is resumed.

U.S. POSITION IN MIDDLE EAST
IRREVOCABLY ALTERED

Even if a settlement of some kind
ultimately emerges from the Geneva Con-
ference which the U.S. regards as favorable,
the position of the U.S. in the Middle East
and the Mediterranean as a whole will
continue to deteriorate given the new status
of the Arab states, the growing in-
dependence of Western Europe, and the
increasing might of the Soviet Union both as
a military as well as an economic power.

Thus the detente between the U.S. and
the USSR is not what Washington originally
conceived it to be, particularly as it affects
the Middle East. This certainly leaves the
U.S. more isolated in that area of the world
than ever, and the possibilities of continuing
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to garner in fabulous super-profits as in
previous years are severely limited.

This then poses once again the problem
which American finance capital has had to
face on a number of other occasions: Should
it ‘adjust itself to the new realities of the
world situation—or try to retrieve the
situation?

The past 25 years offer small comfort
for those in the liberal bourgeois establish-
ment who feel that the aggressive and ex-
pansionist tendencies of monopoly
capitalism can be reined in on the basis of
cold reasoning and logic. The vast and
almost unlimited resources at home, if
properly utilized and intelligently planned,
make adventures abroad unnecessary, they
say. And of course they could be right—if it
weren’t for the nature of capitalism!

But they close their eyes to what is
happening right under their noses. At the
same time that the ruling class press has
mounted a massive propaganda campaign
and demands sacrifices at home under the
slogan of self-sufficiency, to convey the false
impression that the monopolies are aban-
doning adventures abroad, the very same oil
giants who are responsible for the
aggression in the Middle East are roaming

the Southeast Asia coastline to establish
fresh outposts of their dominion.

OIL CO’S STILL EYEING INDOCHINA

Almost simultaneously with the opening
of the Geneva Peace Conference, U.S. News
& World Report (12-31-73) released data
showing that the U.S. oil companies are
again making surveys of South Vietnam as
part of an intensified search for fuel in Asia.
Mobil Oil is surveying two offshore blocks of
some 2,700 square miles each in Vietnamese
waters. Elsewhere in the South China Sea,
Esso Exploration, a unit of Exxon, is
sounding out a single area that also covers
approximately 2,700 square miles.

It should be remembered that early in
December, U.S. carriers were roaming
around the same coastal areas of Vietnam.
Is it any wonder that the Saigon puppet
regime -has once again begun attacking
PRG areas and that the capitalist media
here are blaming the DRV for recom-
mencing hostilities? U.S. News & World
Report lists other areas where the oil trust is
roaming in Southeast Asia, including new
exploration in Indonesia. i

(Continued on page 8)

Zionist dinner picketed:;
JDL attack repulsed

By KATHY JONES

CHICAGO, Dec. 14—Despite a violent
attack by pro-Israel rightwingers, a large
and successful demonstration was held
today by the Committee for Solidarity with
the Arab and Palestinian People outside an
Israel Bond dinner at the Conrad Hilton
hotel.

The attack occurred as 15 members and
friends of Chicago Youth Against War &
Fascism marched down Michigan Avenue to
join the other demonstrators. In an ob-
viously planned action, the Chicago police
stopped them and told the demonstrators
not to disperse, while 50 members of the
fascist Jewish Defense League ran across
the street to assault them with bars and
clubs.

Outnumbered four to one, the YAWF
militants fought off the attack with their flag
poles. The police stood by as one demon-
strator was shoved through a plate glass
window.

Although they were simply trying to
defend themselves, four YAWF members
were arrested and charged as follows: John
Lombardo, criminal destruction of property
and disorderly conduct; Jill Roundtree,
Sharon Lombardo; and Gregg Mossberger,
disorderly conduct and failure to obey an
order.

The police then tried to move the
remaining YAWF demonstrators across the
street into the JDL crowd. But YAWF
refused to be trapped and set up a picket line

on the nearest corner. Several minutes later
the main body of the coalition marched to
that corner to join the picket line. JDL
quickly left.

Despite the attack, the demonstration
was a strong show of support for the
liberation struggle in the Middle East. Over
200 people filled the night with chants of
“‘Arabland, Arab oil, for the Arab people!”’,
“Israeli Bonds buy bombs!’’, and ‘‘Jewish
people, yes—Zionism, no!”’

Top politicians and businessmen had
gathered at the Conrad Hilton, arriving in
limousines with fur-clad wives to stuff their
bulging bellies while applauding their ‘‘Man
of the Year’’—Henry Jackson, the hawkish
Senator from Boeing. As requirement for
attending this feast, each diner must have
bought at least $2,500 of Israeli war bonds in
the past year. This money is used to buy
bombs, jets (probably many made by
Boeing), and other weapons for U.S.-
Israeli_aggression against the Palestinian
and other Arab people.

The demonstration ended with a rally.
Speakers from .the Organization of Arab
Students and other groups pledged con-
tinued support for the revolutionary
struggle of our oppressed brothers and
sisters in the Middle East. Money was
raised to help bail out the arrested
demonstrators, and legal counsel was later
obtained to fight the frameup charges.

Victory to the oppressed! Palestine will
win'!
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Con Ed crying
poverty again

By A CON EDISON WORKER

On Thursday, December 12, Con-
solidated Edison asked the rubber-stamp
‘“Public Service Commission’” for a
whopping 22.6 percent rate increase for
clectricity to he collected over the next two
years. According to Con Edison’s own ad-
missions this would raise the ‘‘average’
monthly rate from $14.97 to $19.20, or 14
cents a day!

The sought-after increase, according to
Charles F. Luce, Con Edison's chairman of
the hoard, would amount to $314.8 million. In
addition, the power monopoly wants a 6.67
percent ‘‘conservation adjustment’’ to make
up for the lower amounts of electricity New
York's workers and poor have been using.
This amounts to a penalty for those who’ve
cut down on electricity because of the three-

and safety are risked every day to produce
electrical power for profit have full control
over the way this power is produced and
over its price as well.

How the rich
| MY s
are ’‘surviving
the energy
Crisis
By CAL BONNER
NEW YORK, Dec. 23—1It’s winter, folks,
as if you didn’t know, the dead of winter;
there is an energy crisis and most of us are
going to have to ‘‘keep cool”’ (i.e. freeze) for
the U.S. oil barons. Tricky Dick Nixon says
turn down the thermostat for the good of the
country when most of us poor workers don’t
even own a thermostat or the heating

machine to which it is connected.
But before we make our nightly climb

While the rich make noble sacrifices to conserve energy. . .

month-old $164.5 million rate increase and in
response to threats of ‘‘selective blackouts’’
unless consumption of electrical power goes
down.

Luce is also demanding an increase of
$150.2 million by April 1. This would sup-
posedly be a ‘‘refundable, temporary’’ in-
crease. (There is no chance of this refund
ever taking place as the increase would soon
be permanent.) According to the Public
Service Commission's figures the actual
rate increase would amount to 30.4 percent
or $422.6 million—of which $107.8 million
would be for the ‘‘conservation surcharge.”
The “‘temporary’’ increase would amount to
$272.1 million or 19.6 percent!

Over the past four years, Con Edison
has received a $102.3 million increase for
electricity in 1970, a ‘“‘temporary” $58.6
million in 1971, another $34.9 million in 1972,
and finally the recent $69.2 million ‘‘tem-
porary” and $164.5 million ‘‘permanent”
awards!

Like the rising prices of heating oil (and
lack of heat in apartments), gasoline; and so
many other items—everything from sac-
charine to plastic forks to clothes—big
business blames its latest demands for more
money on the energy crisis.

In fact, the upcoming statewide 3
percent voltage cutback stands to save Con
Edison hundreds of thousands of barrels of
oil this year, as does the power monopoly’s
conversion to coal at its Arthur Kills
generating station on Staten Island, which
will “save” a million barrels of oil. At
current prices, a million barrels of oil would
cost $12 million while the coal to replace it
would cost $3.5 million. If Con Edison gets
its way again and is allowed to burn coal at
its Ravenswood plant in Queens, it will save
millions of dollars more.

It's time that the people who must buy
electricity from Con Edison, who must
breathe the air poisoned by cheaper heavy
oil and coal, and the workers whose lives
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into bed clad in our pile-lined overcoats and
longjohns, let us give thought to those who
do own homes and cars and much, much
more; and whose sacrifices are,
presumably, greatér than our own.

The New York Times mentions a few of
the less needy who will be facing ‘‘some
trouble’’ this winter on account of the fuel oil
and gasoline shortage. Consider; for
example, the plight of multimillionaire
Charles Revson, whom the Times describes
as ‘‘not exactly down in the dumps, but what
with the fuel shortage he honestly doesn’t
know what to do about Ultima II, his
luxurious, 257-foot, 1,200-ton yacht.”

The heart-rending story continues: ‘‘His
problem, one he shares with Aristotle
Onassis, William Levitt, the King of Norway
and the British royal family, is not so much
the rising cost, although there is that, but
the shortage of diesel power. Does that
mean he will have to scratch his celebrated
world cruises for the duration?”’

We read on, between our torrents of-

tears for these unfortunate individuals, and
discover that Philip C. Johnson, a very
highly paid architect, is also stoic in his
sacrifice. Mr. Johnson is now riding the
train to the country and is banking on the
sun to warm his glass house. The architect
finds ‘“‘a wartime excitement in all . this.
And don't forget what wonderful friend-
ships we made then,”’ the Times quotes him
as saying about World War II, ‘‘and how we
lost our selfishness!’’ Perhaps intentionally,
Mr. Johnson neglected to add that his is
among the vast number of 12 families which
are blessed with solar houses, which of
course include a backup heating system in
case of clouds. Atlas may shrug but this
dude’s keeping warm!

Poor Melanie Kahane, a decorator,
testifies to the Times reporter that: “We’re
a pampered and -indulged society. We’re
going to have to reset our sights. I have
implicit faith in American ingenuity.” In
relating her tale of woe, Miss Kahane gives
intimations that her predicament has forced
her to take the path of the desperado: ‘I
absolutely will not refill the cigarette

The fuel crisis at ho

lighters in my house!” she said. “If
necessary, I'll go to New Jersey and buy
kitchen matches. I think they’re illegal in
New York. I guess that makes me a
smuggler.”’

And Mrs. Thomas Kempner rationalizes
that the cutback in fuel oil is a boon for her
and that she ‘“‘has always preferred cool,
candlelighted drawing rooms, cold
bedrooms and wood-burning fireplaces.
Heat,” she explained, ‘is bad for paintings,
book bindings, lacquered furniture and
middle-aged skins,” and for years she has
refused to turn it up.

“When chilly guests complain, Mrs.
Kempner, a clothes horse and fashion
consultant, hands them her best sweaters.
She would, however, be lost without her

‘““Consider the plight
of multimillionaire
Charles Rev-
son. . .with the fuel
shortage he
honestly doesn’t
know what to do
about Ultima II, his
luxurious, 257-foot,
1,200-ton yacht.”

T I Y

electric blanket.

‘ ‘If worse comes to worst,” she said,
‘we’ll wear our long underwear—we have
‘his’ and ‘hers’—and then our ski boots. My
best protection is that awful. English
camisole. You know, with the faggoting and
pink ribbon around the edge. And bloomers.
And that knitted silk underwear from
Grieder’s in Zurich. Silk is much warmer
than wool.” ’’ :

Happy New Year, everyone—and
remember the greediest and unneediest!!

Heath declares
war on British
workers

By BOB McCUBBIN

- Two years ago the coal miners of Great
Britain, 267,000 strong, won a great victory
over their bosses. What was particularly
significant about their seven-week strike
was the massive support it had from the rest
of the British people, despite the terrible
hardships that resulted for all. Power
blackouts, heating cutbacks, and 2 million
people out of work as a direct result of the
strike could not cool the enthusiasm with
which the masses cheered the miners on.

The British ruling class, stunned by
such selfless class solidarity, gave in, and
the miners won a 21 percent wage increase,
16 percent more than the British Phase 1
guidelines in effect at the time would have
allowed.

Two years of galloping inflation has
eaten up the miners’ gains, as it has wor-
sened the living standards of all the working
and poor people of Britain. In 1972 alone, the
5 percent inflation rate at the beginning of
the year had increased to 12 percent by fall.
Basic wages in mining now range from $58
to $83 for a five-day week. Only with over-
time is the wage brought above $100. The
miners are now asking for a basic wage of
$95 a week.

The miners’
considering the inflationary spiral they are
fighting. According to the Manchester
Guardian, the cost of living for the first half
of 1974 was projected to increase 19 percent
before the full impact of the current British
economic crisis hit this past week. The
British trade deficit for November totaled

demands are modest ~

$624 million, following a record October
deficit of $825 million. The deficit is ex-
pected to approach a record of $3.5 billion by
year’s end. And the British pound continues
to weaken.

All this reflects the weakened position of
British (and U.S.) imperialism in the period
of cutthroat competition between the
capitalist countries that has opened up. Just
as here in the U.S., the British ruling class
expects the workers to pay for the economic
stagnation created by capitalist market
conditions. _

The British government, like its
counterpart in Washington, has set up a
series of ‘‘phases,” designed to further eat
away at the living standards of the British
workers. As in the U.S., wages under the
phases have remained frozen while food and
other prices have skyrocketed. The current
program, Phase 3, was begun in October
-and allows for wage increases of only 7
percent.

PROTESTS AGAINST PHASE 3

A number of unions have staged
protests against Phase 3. Almost im-
mediately following its introduction,
workers in the electric power generating
industry began refusing overtime and
weekend work, severely crippling this
crucial industry. They were  joined in
November by coal miners also refusing
overtime, and on November 13 the govern-
ment proclaimed a national emergency.

On December 12 the railroad workers
began a protest of their own, refusing to
work except on the basis of striet adherence
to the rule book. This has resulted in a
reduction of commuter traffic by more than
50 percent and has sharpened the fuel crisis,
since most coal and oil are delivered by rail.
In addition to blackouts involving hundreds
of thousands of homes in London and other
areas, a general voltage reduction of 6
percent has been imposed. Coal production
is off by 40 percent with stockpiles at power
installations dwindling.

This demonstration of workers’ power
has shaken the British ruling class but it has
not brought them to their knees. Instead,
they have now launched a counterattack,
deepening the economic crisis that has been
building for some time and attempting to
blame it all on the recent protests.

HEATH BLAMES CRISIS ON WORKERS
On December 13 Prime Minister Heath
announced to the nation that the ‘“‘energy
crisis’ (it is much more than that!) was
“mostly”’ the fault of the coal miners,
electrical engineers, and railroad workers.
(In 1972 he tried the same trick, portraying
the coal miners as selfish and unpatriotic.)
As aresult, *“. . . we shall have to postpone
some of the hopes and aims we have set for
ourselves for expansion and for our stan-
dard of living.” )
His emergency measures are clearly
calculated to further lower the living
standards of the masses and to turn public
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