
WWP Lesson Plan – Marxist Economics

Essential 
Understandings

• History is driven by class struggle, particularly between the bour-
geoisie (ruling class) and the proletariat (working class)

• With the ultimate goal of abolishing private property through a 
worker revolution, leading to a classless communist society where the
means of production are owned by the people, and a call for interna-
tional worker solidarity 

Motivating 
Question

Why is Marxism called scientific socialism?

Class Outline 1. Who is the bourgeoisie and who is the proletariat? 

2. Why is their relationship exploitative and antagonistic? 

3. How did the bourgeoisie evolve? Five stages of society 

4. All of history is the history of class struggle.

5. Revolutionary internationalism, the working class has no country. 

6. The bourgeoisie produces its own gravediggers. 

Readings, 
Materials, 
Links

Deirdre Griswold: “COVID-19 and basic facts of Marxist economics“
  www.workers.org/2020/04/47943/

Karl Marx: “Value, Price and Profit”
  www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/value-price-profit.pdf

Sam Marcy: “High Tech, Low Pay: A Marxist Analysis of the Changing 
Character of the Working Class”
  www.workers.org/marcy/cd/samtech/index.htm

“What Is Marxism All About?” 
  www.workers.org/what-is-marxism-all-about/

Fred Goldstein: “High-tech, low pay and capitalist crisis”
  www.workers.org/2019/01/40301/

Wage Labor and Capital PDF: 
  www.tinyurl.com/2t7ahfrh
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