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By Susan Abulhawa

The following is a transcript of a talk given by Susan
Abulhawa, Executive Director of the Palestine Writes Festival,
at a rally of 10,000 people for Palestine on the Art Museum
steps, Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 2023. Abulhawa is also a member
of the Philadelphia branch of Workers World Party.

Have we got our adrenaline pumping good? I'm just gonna ask
everybody to just be silent for a minute. I want us all to really
think about the 5,000 Palestinians who have been murdered.
Most of them were children who barely had a chance to live.
There are approximately 20,000 Palestinians who are missing,
most of them are presumed to be buried under the rubble and
will probably die there if they haven’t already. I just want us to
take a moment for all of us to fathom this.

This happened in the span of one week. It happened in the
span of one week! The death toll is going to rise to the tens of
thousands. We know that because those people aren’t just miss-
ing somewhere. We know where they are. I want you all to feel
our ancestors come through us. And to also feel this loss and to
honor them.

We are all here. We are Black, and white and Brown. We are
Muslims and Christians and Jews. We come from all walks of
life. You don’t see this kind of turnout for them. Why? Because
the only people showing up for them are our corrupt leaders.
The only ones showing up for them are the people who have
to answer to money. Are the people who answer to corruption.

Nobody shows up for them like this anywhere in the world.
Because they are the oppressors, not because they are Jews.
They want you to think it’s because theyre Jewish. They want
you to think we’re antisemites. They want you to think we hate
them because they’re Jews. No! Our ancestors were Jews. Our
ancestors were Christian. They were Muslim. They converted
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Susan Abulhawa tells 10,000 supporters of Palestine, ‘We are the
people of the land who have been there for millennia! Philadelphia,
Oct. 21, 2023.

between religions. We are the people of the land who have been
there for millennia continuously for unbroken habitation.

They want the world to believe they are the victims. But let
me tell you people who can turn off the water taps for millions of
humans are not the victims. People who can stop food and medi-
cine from getting to millions of people are not victims. People
who can make the media across the whole Western Hemisphere
repeat lies of beheaded babies without any verification — they
are not the victims. They are the people with all the guns with
the money, with the political covers, but you know what they do
not have and will never have. They will never have this. They will
never have the streets.

We are so much more powerful than you can imagine. They
want us to think that we are not. That’s why they are coming at
us from every direction. That’s why, while they are bombing our
people, they are shutting us down here. They
are trying to silence us. They are trying to get
this corrupt City Council to pass resolutions.
They are getting these corrupt governments to
put their flags on their buildings. Because that’s
all they have.

I want you to feel your power. Do you feel
your power? Do you feel the power of your
ancestors, the power of the love we have for
each other, the love we have for our children?
When you go home, make your plans to come
back out again when we call you. Free, free
Palestine! O
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Over ten thousand people rallied at Philadelphia's City Hall, then marched to the
Art Museum. The Philadelphia Palestine Coalition organized this and many other
events in the last few weeks.

Follow coverage of Palestine at
www.workers.org/tag/palestine
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Por Susan Abulhawa

A continuacion se
transcribe la inter-
venciéon de Susan
Abulhawa, directora
ejecutiva del Festival
Palestine Writes, en
una concentracion
de 10.000 personas a
favor de Palestina en la
escalinata del Museo de
Arte de Filadelfia, el 21
de octubre. Abulhawa
es miembro de la rama
de Filadelfia del Partido
Mundo Obrero.
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Susan Abulhawa se dirige a 10.000
personas en una concentracion por
Palestina en la escalinata del Museo de
Arte de Filadelfia, 21 de octubre de 2023.

¢Nos ha subido bien la adrenalina? Voy a pedir a todo el mundo
que guarde silencio durante un minuto. Quiero que todos pense-
mos realmente en los 5.000 palestinos que han sido asesinados,
la mayoria de ellos nifios que apenas tuvieron la oportunidad de
vivir. Hay aproximadamente 20.000 palestinos desaparecidos; se
supone que la mayoria de ellos estan enterrados bajo los escom-
bros y probablemente moriran alli si no lo han hecho ya. Quiero
que dediquemos un momento a reflexionar.

Esto sucedi6 en el lapso de una semana. iSucedi6 en el lapso
de una semana! El nimero de muertos se elevara a decenas de
miles. Lo sabemos porque esas personas no estan desaparecidas
en algtin lugar. Sabemos donde estan. Quiero que todos sientan a
nuestros antepasados a través de nosotros. Y que también sien-
tan esta pérdida y los honren.

Todos estamos aqui. Somos negros, blancos y morenos. Somos
musulmanes, cristianos y judios. Venimos de todas partes. No
se ve este tipo de participacién para ellos. ¢Por qué? Porque los
unicos que les apoyan son nuestros lide-
res corruptos. Los nicos que les apoyan
son los que responden ante el dinero, los
que responden ante la corrupcion.

Nadie les apoya asi en ninguna parte del
mundo. Porque ellos son los opresores, no
porque sean judios. Quieren que pienses
que es porque son judios. Quieren que
pienses que somos antisemitas. Quieren
que pienses que los odiamos porque son
judios. iNo! Nuestros antepasados eran
judios. Nuestros antepasados eran cris-
tianos. Eran musulmanes. Se convirtie-
ron entre religiones. Somos la gente de la
tierra que ha estado alli durante milenios

Filadelfia, el 21 de octubre de 2023.
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de forma ininterrumpida.

Quieren que el mundo
crea que ellos son las victi-
mas. Pero déjenme decir-
les que las personas que
pueden cerrar los grifos
de agua para millones de
seres humanos no son las
victimas. Quienes pueden
impedir que millones de
personas reciban alimentos
y medicinas no son victi-
mas. Las personas que pue-
den hacer que los medios
de comunicacién de todo el
hemisferio occidental repi-
tan mentiras sobre bebés
decapitados sin ninguna
verificacién, no son las vic-
timas. Son las personas
con todas las armas, con el
dinero, con las coberturas politicas, pero sabes lo que no tienen
y nunca tendran. Nunca tendran esto. Nunca tendran las calles.

Somos mucho mas poderosos de lo que se imaginan. Quieren
hacernos creer que no lo somos. Por eso nos atacan desde todas
las direcciones. Por eso, mientras bombardean a nuestra gente,
nos encierran aqui. Intentan silenciarnos. Estan intentando que
este Ayuntamiento corrupto apruebe resoluciones. Estan consi-
guiendo que estos gobiernos corruptos pongan sus banderas en
sus edificios. Porque eso es todo lo que tienen.

Quiero que sientas tu poder. ¢Sientes tu poder? ¢Sientes
el poder de nuestros antepasados, el poder del amor que nos
tenemos los unos a los otros, el amor que tenemos por nuestros
hijos? Cuando vuelvan a casa, hagan planes para volver a salir
cuando los llamemos. iPalestina libre, libre! O
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Filadelfia, el 21 de octubre de 2023.
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