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 “The age-old oppression of colonial and weak nationalities by the 

imperialist powers has not only filled the working masses of the 

oppressed countries with animosity towards the oppressor nations, but 

has also aroused distrust in these nations in general, even in their 

proletariat. The despicable betrayal of socialism by the majority of the 

official leaders of this proletariat in 1914-19, when “defence of country” 

was used as a social-chauvinist cloak to conceal the defence of the “right”

of their “own” bourgeoisie to oppress colonies and fleece financially 

dependent countries, was certain to enhance this perfectly legitimate 

distrust. On the other hand, the more backward the country, the stronger

is the hold of small-scale agricultural production, patriarchalism and 

isolation, which inevitably lend particular strength and tenacity to the 

deepest of petty-bourgeois prejudices, i.e., to national egoism and 

national narrow-mindedness. These prejudices are bound to die out very 

slowly, for they can disappear only after imperialism and capitalism have 

disappeared in the advanced countries, and after the entire foundation of 

the backward countries’ economic life has radically changed. It is 

therefore the duty of the class-conscious communist proletariat of all 

countries to regard with particular caution and attention the survivals of 

national sentiments in the countries and among nationalities which have 

been oppressed the longest; it is equally necessary to make certain 

concessions with a view to more rapidly overcoming this distrust and 

these prejudices. Complete victory over capitalism cannot be won unless 

the proletariat and, following it, the mass of working people in all 

countries and nations throughout the world voluntarily strive for alliance 

and unity.” 


